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Preface 

T h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  John W. F r i b l e y ' s  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  I l l i n o i s  S e n a t c  i s  
a product  o f  t h e  I l l i n o i s  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ' s  Genera l  Assembly O r a l  
H i s t o r y  Program. The o r a l  h i s t o r y  t e c h n i q u e  adds  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  new 
dimension t o  t h e  c o u n c i l ' s  s t a t u t o r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  performing 
r e s e a r c h  and co l . l ec t in#  i n f o r m a t i o n  concern ing  t h e  government o f  t h e  
s t a t e .  

John W.  F r i b l e y  was born on a f a rm n e a r  Assumption, I l l i n o i s ,  i n  1906.  
The s t o r y  o f  his youth  i s  t y p i c a l  of  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s  farm l i f e  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  Lwo decades  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  F i r s t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  
medic ine ,  he t u r n e d  t o  law d u r i n g  h i s  second c o l l c g c  y e a r  a t  I l l i n o i s  
Wesleyan U n i v e r s i t y .  When t h c  l a w  school  was d i s c o n t i n u e d ,  h e  t r a n s -  
f e r r e d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of l l l i n o i s  where h e  a t t a i n e d  h i s  l a w  degree  i n  
1930.  Upon admiss ion t o  t h e  I l l i n o i s  b a r ,  he  s t a r t e d  p r a c t i c e  i n  Pana,  
I l l i n o i s .  I n  1931, he  m a r r j e d  Marian LiCt lc of  t h a t  community. 

M r .  F r i b l c y ' s  f i r s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c s  o c c u r r e d  w h i l e  h e  was a stu(1ent 
a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  T l l i n o i s .  The e x p e r i e n c e  launched h i s  l i f e l o n g  
p o l i t i c a l  involvement a s  a  Lkmocrat, c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  s o l i d  Republ ican 
background of  h i s  fami1.y. He w a s  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Senate t o  f i l l  t h e  
vacancy caused by t h e  d e a t h  o f  S e n a t o r  C l i f l o r d  3.  Vogelsang i n  1934 and 
con t inued  t o  s e r v e  u n t i l  d e f e a t e d  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  i n  1952. 

Mr. F r i b l e y ' s  major l e g i s l a t i v e  achievcmenLs were i n  t h e  f i e l d s  of 
t r a n s p o r t a t  i o n ,  o i l  and g a s  r e g u l a t i o n  and mine s a f c t  y .  H i s  memoir, 
w h i l e  focus ing  on such l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r anges  o v e r  a g r e a t  many o t h e r  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  p e r s o n a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s u b j e c t s .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  inForrnat ive 
a r e  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  Chicago-downstate and Chicago M a y o r - I l l i n o i s  
Governor r e l a t i o n s .  

Readers  ol: t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  should  b ~ a r  i n  mind that: i t  i s  a t r a n s c r i p t  
of t h e  spoken word. I t s  i n r o r m a l ,  c o n v e r s a ~ i o n a l  s t y l e  r e p r e s e n t s  a 
d e l i b e r a t e  a t t empt  t o  encourage candor and t o  t a p  t h e  n a r r a t o r ' s  memory. 
However, pe r sons  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h r  t a p e s  shou ld  rmderstnnd 
t h a t  e d i t o r i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  produced a t e x t  t h a t  d i f i e r s  somewhnt from 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e c o r d i n g s .  Both t h e  r e c o r d i n g s  and t h i s  t r a n s c r i p t  should  



be regarded  a s  a  primary h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e ,  a s  nn  e f f o r t  was made t o  
c o r r e c t  o r  c h a l l e n g e  the n a r r a t o r .  Ne i the r  t h e  T l l j n o i s  L e g i s l a t i v e  
Counci l  n o r  Sangarnon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  
accuracy  o f  t h e  memoir, n o r  f o r  views expressed  t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  are f o r  
t h e  r e a d e r  t o  judge.  

The t a p e  recorded  i n t e r v i e w s  were conducted by Horace Waggoner d u r i n g  
t h e  summer o f  1980. M r .  Waggoner w a s  born i n  1924 n e a r  Waggoner, a s m a l l  
f a rm-se rv ice  commurlity i n  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s .  A t  age  18 he e n l i s t e d  f o r  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  World War I1 and, a s  a U.  S .  A i r  Force  commissioned 
o f f i c c r ,  con t inued  t o  s e r v e  u n t i l  1973. Upon l e a v i n g  s e r v i c e ,  h e  resumed 
h i s  formal e d u c a t i o n ,  a c h i e v i n g  a mas te r s  dcgree  i n  h i s t o r y  a t  Sangamon 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  m 1975. S p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  
h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Sangarnon S t a t c  U n i v e r s i t y  Ora l  H i s t o r y  OEfice 
d a t e s  from 1976. 

F lo rence  Iiardin t r a n s c r i b e d  the t a p e s  and,  a f t e r  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  were 
e d i t e d  by M r .  Waggoner arid reviewed by M r .  F r i b l e y ,  p r e p a r e d  t h e  type- 
s c r i p t .  Carol  Marshall  compiled t h e  i n d e x  and,  with Dorothy Bopkins, 
a s s i s t e d  i n  t:hc p rc - in te rv iew r e s e a r c h .  Dorothy Nadasdy s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  
a r twork ,  photographic  l ayou t  and p roduc t ion .  The Pana -" News-Palladium 
and t h e  Chicago Tr ibune provided v a l u a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h  
e f f o r t .  

Th i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  may be r e a d ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  be  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical ,  
wi thou t  w r i t  t en  permissiorl  from t h e  I l l i n o i s  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l ,  Room 
107,  S t r a t t o n  Bui ld ing ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62706.  
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Volume I 

John. W. Fribley Memoir 

SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE 1, 

Q: First of  a l l  1 would l i k e  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  the years that you 
were i n  t h e  General  Assembly. What year d i d  you go t o  t h e  General 
Assembly f i r s t ?  

A: 1 was e l e c t e d  s tate s e n a t o r  f o r  t h e  40th s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  i n  
e a r l y  November o f  1934, and inasmuch a s  Governor H o m e r  had c a l l e d  a  
s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  I l l i n o i s  emergency r e l i e f  commission 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  which d i spensed  p u b l i c  a i d  i n  t h o s e  days ,  I was sworn i n  
on November 16 ,  1934, t o  s e r v e  i n  t h a t  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n .  I s t a y e d  i n  
t h e  Sena te  t h e n  u n t i l  January  of 1953. 

Q: And t h a t  was r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  40 th  d i s t r i c t ,  you say?  

A :  Yes. 

Q: What comprised t h e  40 th  d i s t r i c t ?  

A: The 40 th  d i s t r i c t  was comprised of C h r i s t i a n  County, whose county 
s e a t  i s  T a y l o r v i l l e ;  F a y e t t e  County, whose county seat i s  Vandal is ;  
Shelby County, whose county s e a t  i s  S h e l b y v i l l e ;  and Cumberland County, 
whose county s e a t  i s  Toledo. The d i s t r i c t  r a n  from probably  twenty 
m i l e s  from S p r i n g f i e l d  t o  about  twenty m i l e s  from t h e  Ind iana  l i n e .  

Q: Well. Okay. T h a t ' s  what I wanted t o  g e t  on t h e  r e c o r d  t o  s t a r t  
wi th .  I wonder, cou ld  you t h i n k  a  l i t t l e  b i t  about your  father and 
le t ' s  t a l k  about him a  l i t t l e  b i t .  What was h i s  name? 

A: My f a t h e r ' s  name was Wesley D.  F r i b l e y .  He was a farmer .  H e  l i v e d  
o r  r e s i d e d  on U. S. Highway 51 about t h r e e  m i l e s  s o u t h  of Assumption, 
about e i g h t  m i l e s  n o r t h  of Pana. My f a t h e r  never  took a  p a r t  i n  
p o l i t i c s .  H e  g e n e r a l l y  voted t h e  Republican t i c k e t  and, immodestly, he 
was a v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  man. However, when p u b l i c  i s s u e s  came up, he was 



v e r y  p l a i n  and outspoken,  al.though n o t  b l . a t a n t l y  s o .  

My f a t h e r  had a most s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t ,  1 b e l i e v e ,  i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  
t h e  rou te  o f  Route 51, which was o r i g i n a l l y  I l l i n o i s  Route 2 ,  and it 
was changed t o  U.  S.  51  when t h e  r o u t e  was determined,  probably back 
about  1920.  1'11 go i n t o  t h a t  l a t e r  i f  you wish.  

Q: Okay. Where was he born?  

A: My f a t h e r  was born a t  New P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Ohio, i n  1868. My grand- 
f a t h e r  came from Tuscarawas County, Ohio, t o  I l l i n o i s  i n  1874. 

Q: And do you remember your g r a n d f a t h e r ?  

A: My g r a n d f a t h e r  d i e d  when '1 was about  f o u r  years o l d .  

Q: So you r e a l l y  d o n ' t  have t o o  many memories. 

A: I d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of him, I would say .  

Q: What k ind  o f  e d u c a t i o n  d i d  your f a t h e r  have? 

A: My f a t h e r  a p p a r e n t l y  had common s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  and he went t o  
B u s h e l 1  Col lege a t  Bushne l l ,  I l l i n o i s ,  f o r  two y e a r s  and t h e n  t a u g h t  
s c h o o l  f o r  f o u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  I guess ,  i n  n o r t h e r n  C h r i s t i a n  County, 
up i n  che M t  . Auburn neighborhood. 

Q: 1 s e e .  Was t h a t  a one-room schoolhouse? 

A: Yes. It would have been. That had t o  be  p r i o r  t o  1894,  I would s a y .  

Q: So he  t a u g h t  s c h o o l  f o r  f o u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  and then. what d i d  he 
do a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A: Got m a r r i e d  and became a farmer. 

Q: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: Where? A t  t h e  . . . 
A: At t h e  home p l a c e ,  t h r e e  and a h a l f  rni1.e~ s o u t h  o f  Assumption. That 
land h a s  been i n  t h e  F r i b l e y  name, I guess ,  s i n c e  about  1874 .  

Q: Who was farming i t  when he grew up? H i s  father? 

A: Apparen t ly  my g r a n d f a t h e r ,  Edward J. F r i b l e y .  

Q: And he came from Ohio. Do you know where h i s  p a r e n t s  came f r o m ?  



A: Well, a c c o r d i n g  t o  genealogy, I a m  the  s i x t h  g e n e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
Uni ted  S t a t e s .  My g r e a t ,  g r e a t ,  g r e a t  and s o  on g r a n d f a t h e r  was named 
C h r i s t o p h e r  F r i b l e y ,  o n l y  he  s p e l l e d  i t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s h i p ' s  
m a n i f e s t  o f  t h e  "Good Ship S a l l y "  t h a t  s a i l e d  from Rotterdam i n  
around 1760, he s p e l l e d  h i s  name C h r i s t o p h e r  F-R-I-E-B-E-L-E, bu t  
when he l anded  a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  h i s  name from t h e r e  on was F r i b l e y ,  
F-R-I-B-L-E-Y. 

Q: I see. (chuck les )  Well. So h e  came from Hol land,  t h e n ?  

A: No, a p p a r e n t l y  h e  came from Hamburg, Germany. I presume that he 
f l o a t e d  down the  r i v e r  t o  Rotterdam and go t  on t h e  boa t  a t  Rotterdam. 

I have examined t h e  s h i p ' s  m a n i f e s t ,  a  copy which i s  i n  t h e ,  I t h i n k ,  
t h e  Congress ional  l i b r a r y ,  i n  Washington. 

Q: Did you have much t r o u b l e  l o c a t i n g  i t ?  

A: No, I had a way, way o f f  c o u s i n ,  D r .  Premont F r i b l e y ,  who w a s  a 
Methodis t  p r e a c h e r  i n  I n d i a n a  t h a t  kep t  the fami ly  genealogy and t h a t ' s  
where I go t  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  in fo rmat ion .  

Q: Do you know of t h e  l i n e a g e  from C h r i s t o p h e r  F r i b l e y  t o  you? 

A: Y e s .  I d o n ' t  know whether I have t h a t  h e r e  o r  whether I l a i d  t h a t  
o u t  anywhere. But I can g e t  i t  f o r  you. 

Q: Do you have it h e r e ?  Okay. We ' l l  s t o p  f o r  a moment. 

(Taping s topped  f o r  l o c a t i o n  of book, t h e n  resumed w i t h  M r .  F r i b l e y  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  book) 

A: C h r i s t o p h e r  F r i b l e y  came from, a p p a r e n t l y  from Hamburg, Germany. 
H i s  son was Jacob,  h i s  son was Danie l ,  h i s  son was Edward, h i s  son was 
Wesley D. F r i b l e y ,  my f a t h e r ,  and t h a t  makes m e  t h e  s i x t h  g e n e r a t i o n .  

Q: Y e s ,  sir. Do you have any r e c o r d  of any of them s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  
Revolu t ionary  War? 

A: No. Not on my f a t h e r ' s  s i d e .  

Q: Da you know what p a r t  of t h e  coun t ry  t h e y  came t o ?  Was i t  Pennsyl-  
van i a?  

A: Apparen t ly  t h e y  came t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  and then t o  a  German s e t t l e m e n t  
i n  wes te rn  Pennsy lvan ia ,  and t h e n  went t o  Tuscarawas County around New 
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Ohio. And t h e n  t h e y  s p l i t  ou t  and one group of them went 
t o  Michigan, and a n o t h e r  group came t o  I l l i n o i s ,  and t h e r e  was a t h i r d  
group t h a t  went t o  Wisconsin.  J u s t  a v e r y  few F r i b l e y s  i n  t h e  country .  
They have a l l  p e t e r e d  o u t .  

Q: Do you know i f  any of them had service i n  t he  War of 1812? 



A: No, Not t u  my knowledge. 

Q: How n b o ~ t t  t k  CIvil. War? 

A: Wcll t h c r c k  a p e c u l i a r  t h i n g .  A few y e a r s  ago,  I got: t o  checking 
up  t o scc i f  any F r i b l c y s  had e v e r  served i n  t he  C iv i l  War. My 
grandfather  d i d n y r ,  I had a L r n t h c r  t h a t  was d r a i t e d  ahour t h e  end of 
Lhc f irst  WcrLcl WBY, ht:t t h e  war s topped  before  hc was c a l l e d .  He was 
t h e n ,  T t h i n k ,  a t  e i g h t e e n  years o l d ,  jusL came e i g h t e e n .  So t h a t  k ind  
oi: embarr-asscd me. So T was t r y i n g  a l a w  suit, o r  r a t h e r  taking 
d e p o s i t i o n s  i n  Columbus, Ohio, o h ,  t e n  o r  twelve y e a r s  ago, and a f t e r  I 
goL through,  1 had a roup lc  o f  h o u r s  t ime  b e f o r e  my plane l e f t  t o  came 
hack home, and 1 went n v c r  to-- 1 b e l i c v c  it w a s  t h e  a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l ' s  
o f l i c c ,  i n  Col~lmbus and askcrl i f  t h e y  h a d  m y  r e c o r d s  on the  C i v i l  War, 
who s e r v e d  nuJ so an. They s:iid t h e y  had e1.ever-i o r  twelve volumes and 
1 asked f o r  t h e  ollc w i t h  t-hc l 'F\s" i n  i t .  And t h e  amazing t h i n g  was 
t h e r e  was, T t h i n k ,  e l even  F r i b l e y x  s e r v e d  and t h r e e  were k i l l e d  and one 
d e s e r t e d .  You can  che,:k too f a r  on t h a t  s t u f f .  

4: Yes. ( I a u g h t c r )  

A: I?,lther i n t e r c r s t j n g ,  Perhaps ,  one  o f  them w a s  this--we Ll, i t  was a  
Pr ib ley- - I  think h i s  name was Robert .  T could check and f i n d  t h a t  o u t .  
K u t  he was wounded i n  t h e  Eattlc of  Antietam and hc went down t o  Wash- 
ington t o  r e c n n e r a t e  and h i s  sheepskin diary--which 1 wish 1 had, Fe1.10~ 
up i n  Y i ~ h i g a n  h a s  it--shows that somebody formulated t h e  i d e a  o f  t r a i n -  
i n g  a Ncgro r t ~ i m c n t .  And he was advanced from a c a p t a i n ,  I gucss ,  t o  
n colonelry. 

A f  L P ~  t r a i l ~ i r i g  tIwsc ;rax;x .~1011g w i t h  a couple  n f  whi te  reg iments ,   hey 
f 1 nn tcd  t hcm dowrl t o  . J r ~ ~ k s m v i d 1  c P l o r i  dcl, because F l o r i d a  w a s  t c c t e r -  
t o t t ? r l n g  between t lw i:onicder;lle and Union, a n d  t h e y  l anded .  And, t h e  
second o r  t k i r c l  day a f t c r  thaC, khey were ambushed and he w a s  t h e  f i r s t  
mnn k i : l e d ,  Of c o u r s e ,  b e i n g  one whi te  marl i n  a bulrch of s i x  hundred 
fu'cgrorb:; Yntj cou Ld know x h , ~ ;  waul rl happen. 

F u ~ i ~ i :  r h i n g ,  I was i n  F l o r i d a  d c t ~ u p l e  o f  y a r s  ago and I went up  t o  
S C P  t W r >  ! ) , ~ ~ ~ l e f i e l i l ,  w c s i  01 . lacksonvi l  l e ,  c a l l e d  t h c  B a t t l e  of 
O l ~ l s t ~ e ,  m d ,  I Iwy werc havjng a rfenactrnent t h p  f o l l o w i n g  day. I. 
c l idn ' t  s t a y  Tor i t .  h d  I walked i n  t h e r e  and saw a  f e l l o w  and g o t  t o  
talking t o  him and I t o l d  him I w a s  checkirlg on a t h i n g  berause  T had a 
r c l a t i v c  who was k i l l c d  there .  "Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ? "  1 s a i d ,  "Yes." 
H e  said, "Which s i d e ? "  and 1 sald, "Un ion .  '' And 1 s a i d ,  "ITe w a s  
supposed t o  be leading 3 Negro regiment ." Hc s a i d ,  '"Oh. Colonel 
F r i b l e y ? "  i)e s teppcc l  07Je'r :;br~ut a hundred f e e t  a n d  showed me w h e r e  hc 
was supposed Lo have been k i l l  c2d. 

A: I1l.s body was n o t  f6sw;nd for- ::i couple  o f  days and i t  w a s  w e l l .  r ipened 
by t hen .  ' l '1n. i~  marl wh6: galic mc this in ro rmat inn  w a s  n C i v i l  War "buff" 



from M i a m i .  

Q: So, d i d  you know of  any o t h e r s  t h a t  had s e r v e d  i n  t h e  C i v i l  . . . 
A: Not on my f a t h e r ' s  s i d e .  

Q: Okay. L e t ' s  see. What t y p e  farming d i d  your  f a t h e r  do? 

A: Well ,  he  was a g e n e r a l  farmer.  Be farmed hal f  a section of land and 
"fed o u t "  two hundred t o  t h r e e  hundred c a t t l e  p e r  y e a r  t h a t  h e  
purchased i n  Texas and Oklahoma. Cot ' e m  i n  August and would f e e d  them 
f i r s t  grass and t h e n  f u l l - f e e d  on corn ,  and then he would s h i p  them 
o u t ,  oh,  about t h e  f i r s t  of  May, t o  Chicago. Dad was a p r e t t y  good 
c a t t l e  f e e d e r .  

Q: O f  t h e  320 a c r e s ,  then ,  how much was c u l t i v a t e d ?  

A: A l l  of  i t .  Except f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  I would say  310 a c r e s  of i t  
at  l eas t .  

Q: Then h e  had a f e e d  l o t  where he  . . . 
A: Yes. Cat t le  f e e d i n g .  A s m a l l  l o t .  

Q: Did h e  make t r i p s  t o  Oklahoma and Texas f o r  t h e  purchase  . . . 
A :  Y c s .  T went w i t h  him on one t r i p  T remember. Very i n t e r e s t i n g ,  
where you go out on a ranch and a bunch o f  cowboys would round up a 
h e r d  of c a t t l e .  My f a t h e r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  he would a g r e e  t o  purchase  
200 head o u t  of a 400 h e r d ,  and t h e y  would run  t h e  c a t t l e ,  which were 
r a t h e r  gaunt by August, t h e y  werc p r e t t y  w e l l  drought slimmed down, no 
grass,  and he  would, € o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a g r e e  t o  purchase  200 head a t  $100 a 
head and t h e n  they ,  the cowboys, would run the  ca t t l e  through,  one at  
a t i m e ,  through a c h u t e ,  o r  a narrow passageway, and he  and 1 would 
s i t  on t h e  fence  and Dad would s a y ,  " In ,"  o r  "Out," meaning "in" he  
took him and "out" he  d i d n ' t  t a k e  him. My f a t h e r ,  I am v e r y  proud of 
him, n a t u r a l l y ,  and f o r g i v e  me f o r  i t .  H e  could  look  at  a s t e e r ,  a 
Hereford s teer- -he  always d e a l t  i n  Herefords .  They were,  of course ,  
grade Here fords .  There weren ' t  any pure-breds ,  I don ' t  t h i n k ,  i n  t h o s e  
days ,  bu t  h e  cou ld  look  a t  a t h i n  s t e e r  and t e l l  how h e  could  develop 
o u t  a s  a f a t  steer. 

Q: Did you i n h e r i t  t h a t  c a p a b i l i t y ?  

A: On ca t t le ,  yes .  On o t h e r  l i v e s t o c k ,  no. When I w a s  i n  h igh  school ,  
I was on t h e  judg ing  team and I t h i n k  I p l a c e d  t h i r d  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
I l l i n o i s  i n  judg ing  beef c a t t l e .  On d a i r y  c a t t l e ,  I probably  p l a c e d  
las t .  

: W e .  (chuck les )  I b w  o l d  werc you when you took t h i s  t r i p  w i t h  your 
f a t h e r ?  



A: About f o u r t e e n .  

Q: Where d i d  you go? 

A: We went somewhere i n  s o u t h e r n  Oklahoma, o r  i n  t h e  Texas Panhandle ,  
which is s o u t h  of Oklahoma. 

Q: You went by t r a i n  . . . 
A: Y e s .  Oh, yes .  

(r: Did you b r i n g  t h e  c a t t l e  back w i t h  you ar: t h a t  t i m e  . . . 
A: Well ,  we would come back by t r a i n  b u t  t h e y  would s h i p  them t o  
D o l l v i l l e ,  s h i p  them t o  S t .  Lou is  and t h e n  on t h e  C&EI [Chicago and 
E a s t e r n  I l l i n o i s ]  up t o  D o l l v i l l e ,  which i s  a s e t t l e m e n t  n o r t h  of 
Tower H i l l ,  o r  Dunkel, which i s  a s e t t l e m e n t  n o r t h  o f  Pana where t h e y  
had a  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  on t h e  I l l i n o i s  C e n t r a l .  And t h e n  we would 
d r i v e  them home. Sometimes i t  t o o k  you a  day o r  s o  t o  g e t  them a l l  home 
because  t h e y  w e r e  w i l d  s t e e r s  and a  da rn  dog would b a r k  and t h e y  would 
stampede and chase  t h e  dog. 

Q: W e l l .  ( chuck les )  

A: Had t r o u b l e  sometimes. But t h e y  would be  two and t h r e e  y e a r  o l d  
steers and b i g  c a r c a s s e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h i n .  

Q: And you d i d  t h i s  on horseback,  I suppose? 

A: Yes. W e  always had about t h r e e  r i d i n g  h o r s e s  h e r e .  

0: What do you remember o f  your  f a t h e r ' s  c h a r a c t e r ?  W a s  h c  a  s t e r n  
pe rson  o r  . . 
A: No, n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  was f i rm.  He  was a s t r o n g  Method- 
i s t .  He d i d n ' t  d r i n k  o r  smoke. Be v o t e d  t h e  Republ ican t i c k e t .  When 
h e  had v e r y  vehement i d e a s  on some i s sues - - fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  I can remember 
when a group of t h r e e  men came o u t  t h e r e  and wanted him t o  j o i n  t h e  Ku 
Klux Klan,  probably  around 1916 o r  1917, and he o r d e r e d  them o f f  t h e  
place.  H e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h a t .  That redounded a l o t  t o  my 
b e n e f i t  when I f i r s t  r a n  f o r  s e n a t o r .  

Q: O h ?  I n  what way? 

A: W e l l ,  when 1 f i r s t  r a n  f o r  s e n a t o r ,  I r a n  a g a i n s t  t h r e e  men, one of 
whom was of t h e  C a t h o l i c  f a i t h  and he  had a s o r t  of a campaign manager 
and h e  was o f  t h e  Cathol i -c  f a i t h .  I d e f e a t e d  him i n  t h e  pr imary and 
damned i f  I d i d n ' t  t h e n  have t o  run  a g a i n s t  a Republ ican,  Mayor 
S p r e s s e r  o f  T a y l o r v i l l e ,  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  T h i s  campaign manager 
a t t a c h e d  h imse l f  t o  S p r e s s e r  and t o l d  that  I was a member of t h e  Ku Klux 
JCLan. L a t e r  I went down t o  S i g e l ,  i n  my d i s t r i c t ,  which was a  s t r o n g  
C a t h o l i c  community, and nobody would h a r d l y  speak t o  me. And I f i n a l l y  
found o u t  t h a t  t h e  rumor had been s p r e a d  t h a t  I w a s  a  Ku Kluck. So 1 



got  f o u r  o r  f i v e  of t h e  prominent Democrats i n  S i g e l  and Neoga t o g e t h e r  
and I t o l d  them what 1 had heard and I asked them t o  come t o  Pana and 
check wi th  Fa ther  Maroney, t h e  p r i e s t  he re ,  and Fa ther  DeChene, t h e  
p r i e s t  i n  Assumption. And they  come up and found out  t h a t  those  t h i n g s  
weren ' t  t r u e .  

Q: W e l l .  (chuckles)  

A: And from then on, why, I always was, I b e l i e v e ,  ace h igh  among t h e  
Ca tho l i c  people.  I1.oved them and they  loved me.  

Q: Do you remember being d i s c i p l i n e d  by your f a t h e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ' ?  

A: I can ' t  remember my father--my mother d i d  t h a t .  ( l augh te r )  

Q: Do you remember any t a l k s  about your f a t h e r ,  and h i s  counse l l ing  you, 
o r . . .  

A: W e l l  . . . very probably yes ,  but I don ' t  d i s t i n c t l y  r e c a l l  i t .  It 
was j u s t  accepted t h a t  you should be honest and you should work hard ,  
and I enjoyed working. I loved t o  work on a farm. 

Q: L e t ' s  s ee .  When w e r e  you born, s i r?  

A: August 3, 1906. In t h e  farmhouse south of Assumption. 

Q :  In  t h a t  farmhouse? 

A: Yes. They b u i l t  a new home i n  1912, a new b r i c k  home. But I was 
born i n  an o l d  frame house about l i k e  . . . (po in t s  t o  p a i n t i n g  on wal l )  

Q: Something l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  I see .  What a r e  your f i r s t  
memories of tha t  house t h a t  you were born i n ?  

A: Frankly,  I don ' t  remember i t ,  because they  b u i l t  t h e  house when I 
was s i x  yea r s  o l d ,  and . . . 
Q: The new house, you mean? 

A: Yes. And t hey  moved it back, t h e  o l d  house, and they  b u i l t  t h i s  new 
b r i c k  house and I j u s t  don ' t  remember very much about t h a t  house. J u s t  
don ' t  remember i t .  It was about--I would say about a--probably fou r  
rooms downstairs  and two up o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  It was even tua l ly  
moved up t o  Assumption, and then i t  w a s  t o r n  down about s i x  years  ago. 

Q: What was your mother 's  name? 

A: Cla ra  Belle, B-E-L-L-E, Storey.  H e r  maiden name w a s  Greene, 
G-R-E-E-N-E. 

Q: Do you remember h e r  f a t h e r ?  



A: My mother ' s?  

Q: Your mother ' s  f a t h e r ,  y e s .  Your g r a n d f a t h e r  on your  mother ' s  s i d e .  

A: Yes. George A. S t o r e y  was h i s  name and h i s  w i f e ' s  name w a s  Nancy. 
My g r e a t  g r a n d f a t h e r  had come from Sco t land  and s e t t l e d  i n  Canada and 
my g r a n d f a t h e r  came t o  I l l i n o i s  about  1865 t o  be a herdsman f o r  a 
Colonel  Judy of P e t e r s b u r g ,  Menard County, I l l i n o i s ,  wlm was a b r e e d e r  
o f  Clydesda le  h o r s e s  and Shor thorn c a t t l e  of t h a t  area. 

Q: What's a herdsman? 

A: Well, took c a r e  o f  ca t . t l e  and horses  and sheep.  My g r a n d f a t h e r ,  
be ing  a Scotchman, s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i f  you d i d n ' ~  have h o r s e s  
t h a t  were Clydesda les  o r  c a t t l e  c h a t  were Shor thorns ,  you j u s t  d i d n ' t  
own l i v e s t o c k .  My m a t e r n a l  g r e a t  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  Johnson Gnines Greene, 
w a s  quite a f r i e n d  of Colonel  Judy and h i s  daughte r ,  my grandmokher, 
Nancy Greene, met a n d  mar r ied  George S t o r e y  when he was a herdsman f o r  
Colonel  Judy,  and they  t h e n  moved t o  a farm about  seTTen m i l e s  e a s t  o f  
Assumptfon, and I: can remember go ing  o v e r  t o  Grand Tather k p l a c e .  In  
t h o s e  days  Iarmers b r e d  t h e i r  mares t o  s t a l l  ions .  My g r a n d f a t h e r  owned, 
a n d  kep t  l o r  b r e e d i n g  purposes ,  T would say  a t  P c a s t  f i v e  l a r g e ,  
b e a u t i f u l  C lydesda le  s t a l l i o n s .  lle s o l d  q u i t e  a f e w  Clydesdale  s t a l -  
l i o n s  o r  g e l d i n g s  t o  t h e  Rusch Rrewery peop le  a t  S t ,  Louis .  H i s  s o n ,  my 
u n c l e ,  Alex S t o r e y ,  a l so  d i d  Chat,  They a l s o  showed Shorthorn cntt1.e 
and Clydcsda lc  h o r s e s  a t  county f a i r s  and s t a t c  f a i r s .  

Q: How l a r g e  a p l a c e  d i d  he  own? 

A: A s  7: r inderstand i t ,  Granddad S t o r c y  tiad about t h r e c  hundred and s i x t y  
a c r e s ,  something l i k e   hat . 

Q: I f  he  was r a i s i n g  s t o c k  in t h a t  manner, he  must have  had c o n s i d e r a b l e  
p a s t u r e  , then .  

A :  Y e s ,  

4: S o ,  dn you remember about t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  t h a t  he h;id lin f a r m i n g  and 
i n  pascure?  

A: Well ,  I woul d imagine Lliat he had a t  lea5;t eighty acres i n  p a s t u r e ,  
h u t  T. would he r a t h e r  Jim on t h a t .  

Q: D id  you g e t  t o  know h i m  very  w d l ?  

A: Not p : j r t i ru ln r ly .  Wficn he go t  o l d e r ,  11e and h i s  w i f e  would s t a y  one 
w i n t e r  a t  our  home, one w i n t e r  a t  one s o n ' s  home and a n o t h e r  w i n i e r  a L  

h i s  o t l w r  s u n ' s  home. They had some agreement t o  s h i f t  arorind. R w t  h e  
was a n i c e  o l d  man. H e  a p p a r e n t l y  was i z  p r c r t  y s u b s t a n t i a l  c i t i z e n  
because ,  as a  l awyer ,  I o c c a s i o n a l l y  run i n t o  ~bstracts of t i C l e  where 
he would ac t  as a p p r a i s e r  o r  rommissioner,  i n  p a r t i t i o n  s u i t s ,  o r  



e x e c u t o r  o f  e s t a t e s .  Not t o o  many, b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  he  was q u i t e  we l l -  
r egarded ,  I t h i n k .  

Q: What about h i s  w i f e ?  Did you know her v e r y  w e l l ?  

A: Nancy S t o r e y .  Not p a r t i c u l a r l y .  They were b o t h  dead when L was 
probably  13 y e a r s  o l d .  

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: You s e e ,  my p a t e r n a l  g r a n d f a t h e r  d i e d  whcn I w a s  f o u r ,  I t h i n k .  My 
p a t e r n a l  grandmother d i e d  when I was about  s ix ,  and my maternal grand- 
moth,cr and g r a n d f a t h e r  d i e d  whcn I was abou t ,  I would s a y ,  about  t h i r -  
t e e n .  Something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: So you r e d l y  d i d n ' t  ge t  t o  know them t h a t  much. (pause) And you 
s a y  your mother w a s  t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r i a n  i n  t h e  fami ly?  

A: Yep. 

Q: How many b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  d i d  you have? 

A:  1 had two b r o t h e r s  and two sisters. My o l d e s t  b r o t h e r  was k i l l e d  
when 1 was about 5 y e a r s  o l d .  H e  was s t r u c k  by l i g h t n i n g .  My f a t h e r  
sh ipped  a  couple  o f  c a r l o a d s  of f a t  c a t t l e  t o  Chicago t h a t  day and 
accompanied t h e  shipments  on t h e  I l l i n o i s  C e n t r a l .  He  rode i n  t h e  
caboose o f  t h e  t r a i n  up t o  C l i n t o n ,  I l l i n o i s .  There t h e y  would make up 
a  complete l i v e s t o c k  t r a i n  and would l e a v e  C l i n t o n  about  midnight and 
go i n t o  Chicago w i t h  i t .  T made a  couple  of r r i p s  w i t h  my f a t h e r  on 
t h o s e ,  which was v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  a count ry  boy. 

My o l d e s t  b r o t h e r ,  George, 1 7  y e a r s  o l d  and v e r y  w e l l - b u i l t ,  was 
t h r e s h i n g  o a t s  w i t h  a  t h r e s h i n g  crew about t h r e e  m i l e s  from home, and a  
r a i n  came up and t h e y  a l l  went i n t o  a hay barn  and l i g h t n i n g  s t r u c k  t h e  
barn and k i l l e d  him and s tunned a  couple  of men and k i l l e d  a couple  of 
h o r s e s .  But I was on ly  about five years o l d  when t h a t  happened. I 
d i d n ' t  have t o o  much r e c o l l e c t t o n  of him. 1 remember him g e t t i n g  a new 
s a d d l e ,  p u t t i n g  i t  on a  r i d i n g  mare, and p i c k i n g  me up as a l i t t l e  k i d  
and p u t t i n g  me up on the  s a d d l e  and l e a d i n g  t h e  h o r s e  around, which was 
q u i t e  a t h r i l l .  But I j u s t  don ' t  remember t o o  much about  h i m .  

The n e x t  w a s  s i s t e r  Helen, who mar r ied  a  d o c t o r .  She was a r e g i s t e r e d  
n u r s e  down a t  Barnes H o s p i t a l .  She mar r ied  a D r .  E.  R. VanMeter and was 
probably  t h i r t y - f i v e  when s h e  had one son.  H e r  husband d i e d  v e r y  sudden- 
l y  about one year l a t e r .  She went back t o  n u r s i n g  and r a i s e d  h e r  son,  
s e n t  him t o  Vanderb i l t  and h e  became a lawyer ,  and i n c i d e n t a l l y  was 
c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  Olympic b i c y c l e  r a c i n g  team t h a t  went t o  the  Olympics 
when t h e y  were h e l d  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  Helen d i e d  about 25 years ago. 

Q: Okay. So t h a t  is  George and Helen, and t h e  nex t  . . . 



A: Next w a s  my b r o t h e r  Homer, who was a farmer  and he  i s  dead.  Homer 
d i e d  about  s i x  y e a r s  ago. H e  farmed about  a h a l f  a  s e c t i o n  o f  l a n d  i n  
t h e  Assumption a r e a .  

Then t h e  n e x t  one was my sister Rachel who m a r r i e d  a p r e a c h e r  who became 
an  Army c h a p l a i n  and had a p r e t t y  decen t  war r e c o r d ,  and he i s  r e t i r e d .  
My sister d i e d  about  f o u r  y e a r s  ago o u t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  She i s  b u r i e d  
a t  A r l i n g t o n  cemetery ,  a t  Washington, D. C.  H e r  husband, Colonel  James 
T. Wilson, i s  re t i red  and l i v e s  o u t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  

Q: (pause)  So you had two b r o t h e r s  and t w o  sisters, t h e n .  

A: Yes. They a r e  al.1 dead. 

Q: What do you remember most about  your  mother? 

A: Well ,  my mother was j u s t  a darned l o v a b l e  p e r s o n ,  and s h e  was very  
wel l - respec ted  i n  t h e  community, and k i n d l y ,  humane and sympathe t i c ,  
bu t  she would padd le  my fanny i f  1 got  o u t  of l i n e ,  as k i d s  someti-mes do. 

Q: Well. (chuck les )  (pause)  What t y p e  of person was s h e ?  Was s h e  
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  church,  f o r  example? 

A: Reasonably a c t i v e  f o r  a f a r m e r ' s  wi fe .  My dad was a member and 
t r u s t e e  o f  t h e  Methodist: church o f  Assumption f o r  as long a s  I can 
remember, and mother w a s  r easonab le  a c t i v e .  A f a r m e r ' s  wi fe .  You know, 
i n  t h o s e  days ,  you d i d n ' t  have r a d i o ,  n o r  t e l e v i s i o n  and t h e  eommunt- 
c a t i o n s  were g e n e r a l l y  around w i t h  your  ne ighbors .  There wasn ' t  much 
v i s i t i n g  between ci . ty f o l k s  and coun t ry  f o l k s .  

During h i g h  school--we l i v e d  t h r e e  and a h a l f  m i l e s  from Assumption-- 
I rode  horseback.  W e l l ,  no ,  t h e  f i r s t  two y e a r s ,  why, 1 drove hack and 
f o r t h  i n  a  buggy o r  horse-drawn e n c l o s e d  cab,  w i t h  my sister Kachr l .  
T h e r e a f t e r  1 rode  horseback i n t o  Assumption t o  h i g h  s c h o o l .  T would g e t  
up e a r l y ,  mi lk  two cows, h e l p  f e e d  two o r  t h r e e  hundred s t e e r s  and 
t h e n  g e t  on a  h o r s e  and madly g a l l o p  i n t o  Assumption. Put t h c  h o r s e  i n  
a barn  t h e r e ,  which we r e n t e d ,  and g e t  t o  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  g e n e r a l l y  on 
t ime .  1 t h i n k  t h e  k i d s  a t  h i g h  s c h o o l  could  probably  s m e l l  cow manure 
and s i l a g e  on my c l o t h i n g  bu t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  about it t h a t  T 
know o f .  I n  t h o s e  days ,  farm peop le  were "h icks , "  "c lodhoppers ,"  and 
"hayseeds.  " C o m t r y  k i d s  always had an i n f e r i o r i t y  cornp1.e~. 

Q: W e l l .  

A: I t h i n k  it was v e r y  t r u e  i n  t h o s e  days .  

Q: Do you t h i n k  your  mother and f a t h e r  had t h a t  . . . 
A: Oh, no, no. 



Q: J u s t  t h e  ch i ld ren  i n  t h e  family . . . 
A: Children n a t u r a l l y  had i t ,  a l l  country k ids .  

Q: Where w a s  t h e  church t h a t  your f o l k s  belonged t o ?  

A: Well, f i r s t ,  when I w a s  a l i t t l e  kid, they  had a country church 
cal led  Grace--1 presume it w a s  Methodist--it was always c a l l e d  Grace 
Church, which w a s  on t h e  ad j a in ing  s e c t i o n  about a mile  and a h a l f  from 
our  house. 

Q: So i t  was a country church, then.  

A: Yes. And we would go i n  a ca r r i age  i n  t h e  summer and a horse-drawn 
bobsled i n  t h e  win ter .  Heat b r i c k s  and put them i.n t h e  bottom of t h e  
s l e d  i n  t h e  s t raw t o  keep your f e e t  w a r m .  

Q: You say  your f a t h e r  and mother were p r e t t y  a c t i v e  i n  t h a t  church, 
then  ? 

A: Yes. Then the  church disbanded, o r  a t  l e a s t  i t  was moved away. I 
don' t  know when it was, probably when T was about t e n  years o l d ,  and 
we s t a r t e d  going t o  the Methodist church i n  Assumption. 

Q: I n  Assumption? 

A: Yep. Had a c a r  and you could go t h a t  way i n  t h e  summer and part of 
t h e  time i n  t h e  win ter .  We d i d n ' t  have a c a r  u n t i l  about 1914. 

Q: What kind of  c a r  d id  you ge t  then? 

A: (chuckles) My f a t h e r  purchased a second-hand Cadi l lac .  

Q: Oh, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: From a f e l low a t  Decatur. It w a s  a 1913, o r  1914, model. It was t h e  
f i r s t  model t h a t  had a s e l f - s t a r t e r  but  t h a t  d i d n ' t  work very good. 

Q: Did they  have many, when you were q u i t e  young a t  t h i s  Grace Church, 
do you r e c a l l  any of t h e  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y  around that church a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A: Not p a r t i c u l a r l y .  They'd have--I don ' t  think--maybe they  d id  have a t  
t h e  church, perhaps so; and a t  t he  Dunkel country school ,  a one-room 
schoolhouse that I a t tended ,  they  would have p i e  s o c i a l s ,  you know, and 
stuff l i k e  t h a t .  G i r l s  would bake p i e s  and someone would auc t ion  them 
of f  and, i f  you bought a p i e ,  you were supposed t o  ge t  t o  e a t  with t h e  
g a l  t h a t  made t h e  p i e .  

Q: I see. ( laughter )  



Ar That would, a t  l e a s t ,  g e t  a crowd. You a r e  g e t t i n g  me n o s t a l g i c  
as  I can be! 

Q: That: is  my i n t e n t i n n ,  s i r .  ( l a u g h t e r )  A t  t h e  moment. What do you 
remember about  t h a t  t y p e  o l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  1 guess  you would c a l l  i t ?  

A: Well ,  n o t h i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  (pause)  There j u s t  was . . . Well, 
now, t l i c r c  j u s t  wasn ' t  t o o  much s o c i a l i z i n g .  We s o c i a l i z e d  a s  much as 
anybody e l s e  b u t ,  you see ,  t h e  c l o s e s t  neighbor  would be ha l f  a  m i l e  
away. We l i v e d  p r e t t y  much i n  the  c e n t e r  of t h i s  h a l f - s e c t i o n .  W e  
had some good ne ighbors .  Just: n i c c ,  n i c e  people .  They were a w f u l l y  
n i c e  peop le ,  

0: Then how o f t e n  would you have a  s o c i a l  a t  t h e  church t h e r e ,  o r  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r  i n  Assumption? 

A :  We j u s t  d idn  ' t  have much, 

Q: D idn ' t  have t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  

A :  Maybc two o r  t h r e e  t imes  a w i n t e r .  

Q: Usua l ly  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r .  

A: Summertime, about t h e  o n l y  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  we had was a t  t h e  Pana 
Chautaurlua, which was probably  one o f  t h c  l a r g e s t  ones i n  t h e  Uni tcd 
S t a t e s .  My f o  Lks h a d  a s u r r e y  w i t h  a  couple  o f  d r i v i n g  h o r s e s ,  o r  
r i d i n g  h o r s c s  t h a t  were l l ra ined t o  d r i v c ,  and Lhc fami ly  would g e t  i n  
there m d  mother would f i x  up a  l o t  of f r i e d  chicken,  s a l a d ,  p i e ,  and 
so f o r t h ,  a n d  we would go down t h e r e  about  e l e v e n  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  
morning--eight m i l e s  by horse  drawn surrey--and t i e  t h e  horses t o  t h e  
hcdgc f e n c e ,  a f t e r  unhooking them from t h e  s u r r e y ,  and f e e d  them. Then 
we  had a p i c n i c  d i n n e r .  And t h e n ,  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  why, we would a t t e n d  
t h e  cllailr allqua h e r e  . 
W i l l  f a ~ n  Jerxn i n g s  R r v m  and P r e s i d ~ n t  McKinley; John P h i l i p  Sousa's 
barrrl, trlc Plarinc band; B i l l y  Sunday, t he  g rea t  e v a n g e l i s t  of  t h o s e  t imes ;  
Swiss yodt: lers;  Japanese  a c r o b a t s .  And I remember h e a r i n g  a f e l l o w  
t h a t  was quit:e a World War T hero  who wro te  t h e  book Over t h e  T q ,  I 
t h i n k .  I c a n ' t  rcrncmbcr h i s  name b u t  I b e l i e v e  it was P a t  OtBrien.  The 
chautauqua l a s t e d  about ~i g h t  d i y s  hcg inn i r lg  wi-tb Fr iday  and running 
th rough  the f o l l o w i n g  second Sunday. We a t t ~ n d e d  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  day and 
nightl s p s s i o n s .  Oh, t h a t  w a s  q u i t e  a  t h r i l l .  

SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE 2 

Q: D o  y ~ u  rcmcmber h e a r i n g  Will.iarn Jenn ings  Bryan? 

A: Y c s ,  but  I d o n ' t  rcrncmber h i s  speech.  I j u s t  remember t h a t  T d i d  -- 

hear him. H e  was q u i t e  a windjammer, 1 thought .  ( l a u g h t e r )  



Q: Ilow about. t h e  Sousa band? 

A: That was something! The Marine band, 1 don ' t  remember what--I 
t h i n k  o u t  a t  t h c  pa rk  here t h e y  had a  l i t t l e  h igh  school  band t h a t  
e n t e r t a i n e d  a  couple  of Sundays ago.  And t h e y  got t o  talking and L 
t o l d  somebody, 1 said-- they p layed  one of John P h i l i p  Sousa ' s  marches-- 
and I s a i d ,  "1 a m  p o s i t i v e  that he p layed  h e r e  a t  Pana Chautauqua . . ." 
and some people  looked somewhat dubious ,  so I went o v e r  t o  somebody 
e l s e  who i s  an old- t imer  and h e  agreed--ahsolutel.y t h a t  happened! 
Qui te  a d e a l .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  then a f t e r  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  performance we would have supper ,  
g e t t i n g  by from what was l e f t  o v e r  from d i n n e r ,  and t h e y  t h e y  would 
have an  evening e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  And t h e n ,  w e  would s t a r t  home about  
n i n e - t h i r t y ,  d r i v e  t h e  e i g h t  m i l e s  up from Pana. The benches i n  t h e  
a u d i t o r i u m  took c a r e  01 about  two thousand people .  It's a  r a t h e r  
s u b s t a n t i a l  aud i to r ium,  open-ai r ,  w i t h  a  roof  o v e r  i t ,  of  course .  

Q: Is i t  s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A: Yes. And they  had t a n b a r k  on t h e  f l o o r  and,  l i k e  a  l i t t l e  k i d ,  I 
would push t h e  t a n h a r k  around w h i l e  I was s i t t i n g  in t h e  s e a t ,  you 
know how a k i d  w i l l  f i d g e t  around,  and when we got  home about ten-  
t h i r t y ,  w e l l ,  my mother would always i n s i s t  t h a t  I wash my f e e t  h e f o r e  
1 went t o  bed,  and t h a t  w a s  t e r r i b l e !  ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: Except on Sa tu rdays ,  huh? 

A: Ycs. ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: Wel.1.. You d i d n  ' t have any mil k i n g  problems, t h e n ?  

A:  Milking? 

Q: Yes, m i l k i n g .  

A: Wc never  kept--oh, I guess ,  when T was r e a l  young, my f a t h e r  used t o  
fecd  ou t  s i x  o r  e i g h t  hundred sheep and,  f o r  awhi le  t h e r e ,  he had a 
small  d a i r y ,  millccd, oh,  t e n  o r  ~ w e l v e  cows, but  t h e n  he got  i n t o  heef 
c a t t l e  and r a i s e d  some hogs.  Only we n e v e r  r a i s e d  them. We g e n e r d l y  
bought hogs t o  I o l l o w  t h e  c a t t l e .  

Q: And t h e n  f e d  them o u t ,  you mean? 

A:  Yes. But t h a t  was not- - that  was an i n c i d e n t a l .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we e v e r  
had over  f i f t y  hogs a t  a  t ime.  

Q: Did you bu-tcher t h e r e ,  a t  . . . 
A :  Yes. Evcry fall we would bu tcher ,  probably ,  f i v e  s h o a t s .  



Q: Did you eve r  h e l p  with t h a t ?  

A: Yep. 

Q: What p a r t  d id  you do? 

A: Scraped t h e  h a i r  o f f .  ( laughter )  Feed t h e  f i r e  t o  t a k e  care of t h e  
l a r d  r e n d e r h g  k e t t l e s .  That i s  about a l l ,  I t h i n k ,  

Q: What d i d  they  do, shoot them? 

A: They'd shoot t h e  hogs. Wel.l, I can remember, f irst  they s t a r t e d  
h i l r i n g  them i n  t h e  head wi th  a m a l l ,  i t ' s  like a s ledge ,  and then  we 
got: t u  shoot ing them i n  t h e  head with a twenty-two r i f l e  and, a s  soon 
a s  t h e y  fell--we never had r e a l  b i g  hogs, only about 250 pound shoats .  
Some p e ~ p l e  butchered awful ly b i g  hags. Z don' t  t h i n k  we ever 
butchered anything t h a t  ever  weighed over 250 pounds, which i n  t hose  
days was a r a t h e r  smll hog. There was a l o t  of farmers who were gaing 
f a r  f a t ,  see,  l a r d .  1 imagine, f i v e  o r  s i x  were butchered. Then, 
s o o n ' s  you got: them k i l l e d ,  why, you would p u l l  them up on a p la t form,  
and a t  t h e  end of t h e  p la t form you would have a b a r r e l  wi th  s ca ld ing  
w a t e r  i n  i t .  And you would l e t  t h e  hog i n  t h e r e  and j e r k  him out  and 
a f t e r  ahou t  t h r e e  t r i p s  l i k e  t h a t ,  you would p u l l  t h e  hog out  onto a 
p la t form and then you had s o r t  of a b r i s t l e  s c rape r  i n  your hands o r  
you xould p u l l  o f f  the  h a i r ,  and ge t  him j u s t  white .  

A s  soon as that was done, you s t rung  him up by h i s  hind l e g s  and gu t t ed  
t h e  hog, and you'd cu t  o f f  t h e  head and sepa ra t e  l e g s ,  t h e  shoulders  
and h i p s ,  t h e  l o i n s  and the  backbone and r i b s ,  and d iv ide  him up, and 
cut  ou t  t h e  l e a f  Lard, and t h a t  was put i n t o  a b i g  i r o n  k e t t l e ,  I th ink .  
It w a s  a sort of c a s t  i ron .  The k e t t l e  would probably ho ld  . . . I would 
say  twenty-five ga l lon  of f l u i d  o r  l a r d ,  and you'd cu t  up t h e  leaf 
l a r d ,  t h a t ' s  i n s i d e  t h e  abdomen, inside t h e  r i b s ,  and that over  t h e  l o i n s  
and t h e  s i d e s  of t h e  hog, and so  on, and you would cu t  t h a t  i n  cubes 
about an inch square and put t h a t  i n  t h e  i r o n  k e t t l e  and b u i l d  a fire 
under it and somebody had t o  s t i r  t h a t  t o  keep it from burning. 
Eventual ly,  you would pour i t  out i n t o  f ive-ga l lon  tin con ta ine r s  and 
let  i t  cool  and t h e  next  morning it would be n i c e  s o l i d i f i e d  white  l a r d .  

Q: W h a t  d id  you use f o r  f u e l  t h e r e ?  Wood? 

A: Wood. 

Q: Where d i d  you get  your wood? 

A: We d i d n ' t  have any woods on t h e  farm, but we had--oh, we might have 
had a few t r e e s .  We always had a peach orchard,  and some app le ,  pear ,  
and plum t r e e s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  about a l l  o t h e r  than  shade trees t h a t  
grew on t h e  f a r m .  That ' s  a l l  I can p r a c t i c a l l y  r e c a l l .  We always kept  
a f a i r l y  b i g  garden. 



Q: Did you have a l o t  t o  do w i t h  keep ing  t h a t  going? 

A: Yes, and I h a t e d  i t .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: What was t h e  wors t  pa r t  about i t ?  

A: P u l l i n g  t h e  weeds and hoeing.  

Q: Hoeing. 

A :  Hoeing i n  t h e  garden.  

Q: What k i n d  o f  f u e l  d i d  you use  when you were q u i t e  young, i n  t h e  house? 

Was i t  wood? O r  d i d  you have c o a l ?  

A: Coal fu rnace .  The house we b u i l t  i n  1913 was a v e r y  modern house.  
W e  had o u r  own wate r  system--pressure w a t e r .  It was a r a t h e r  b i g  house.  
It was a d u p l i c a t e  of a house b u i l t  by a banker  i n  Decatur  catty-wampus 
southwest  of t h e  M i l l i k i n  U n i v e r s i t y  campus. I t ' s  a f r a t e r n i t y  house 
now, I t h i n k .  Our house had i t s  own e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  sys tem.  

Q: Did you use  a Delco p l a n t ,  o r  s o m e t h h g  of  t h a t  n a t u r e ?  

A: Edison i t  was. They c a l l e d  i t  a n  Edison system. W e  had about  a ,  I 
imagine,  about  a two-and-a-half horsepower eng ine  i n  t h e  basement and 
t w i c e  a week--well, on Mondays, my mother always washed. At t h a t  t ime,  
t h e  eng ine  ran f o r  about  two hours  and would charge up t h e  b a t t e r i e s  and 
pump t h e  w a t e r  p r e s s u r e  up, which was good f o r  s e v e r a l  days.  

(Taping s topped f o r  t e lephone  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  t h e n  resumed.) 

Q: Your mother was making s u r e  t h e  b a t t e r i e s  were charged up on Monday 
morning. 

A: Y e s .  And t h e n ,  probably  on Thursday,  why, they would run t h i s  motor 
f o r  t h e  eng ine ,  g a s  eng ine ,  a couple  more hours ,  t o  charge up t h e  
b a t t e r i e s .  And r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  i n  t h o s e  days ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
we  e v e r  had a l i g h t  b u l b  i n  o u r  house t h a t  was over  30 w a t t s ,  and i f  you 
went o u t  o f  a room and d i d n ' t  t u r n  o f f  t h e  l i g h t ,  you were g iven  t h e  
d ickens .  h n d  I ' l l  b e t ,  i n  my house i n  Pana now, we d o n ' t  have a b u l b  
t h a t  i s n ' t  a 75 o r  100 w a t t  b u l b ,  and s t i l l  1 c a n ' t  s e e  s o  good. 
( chuck les )  

But we had a c o a l  heated h o t  w a t e r  f u r n a c e .  L a t e r  t h a t  was changed t o  
o i l ,  and t o  show you how modern t h a t  house was i n  1913, t h e y  had a 
c e n t r a l  vacuum sys tem pu t  i n .  It had b i g  p i p e s  t h a t  went t o  u p s t a i r s  
and d o w n s t a i r s  s o  t h a t  you could  p l u g  i n  t o  t h o s e  and vacuum t h e  whole 
house w i t h  t h i s  one system. It was q u i t e  a modern house. 

Q: Is i t  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g ?  



j u s t  d o n ' t  remember i t .  But t h e y  had a hedgerow around e v e r y  f o r t y  a c r e  
f i e l d ,  b i g  hedges.  And my f a t h e r  h i r e d  a man w i t h  a l a r g e  steam 
t r a c t o r  and t h e y  p u l l e d  a l l  o f  t h e  hedge o u t  t h e r e .  That f a r m  d i d n ' t  
have an  i n c h  o f  hedge on i t  by t h e  time I was t e n  y e a r s  o l d ,  o r  b i g  
enough t o  r e a l i z e .  But I h e a r d  peop le  t a l k  about i t .  

Q: I was wondering i f  t h e  wood might have been hedge t h a t  you were 
burn ing .  

A: They t e l l  m e  a l l  t h e  hedge t h a t  was p u l l e d  out was burned a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  Dad was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  f a rmers  that got  r i d  of hedges.  Dad 
was a f a i r l y  p r o g r e s s i v e  farmer .  

Q: What o t h e r  t y p e s  of c h o r e s  d i d  you start out  w i t h ?  

A: Milking.  

Q: Milking? 

A: Milked a c o u p l e  of cows. From t h e  t ime  I can remember, we n e v e r  had 
more than  two cows. O f  c o u r s e ,  we milked morning and n i g h t ,  and 
probably  I milked one of them and l a t e r  on two. 

Q: What k i n d  o f  cows were t h o s e ?  

A: Jerseys.  

Q: J e r s e y .  

A: Yep. 

Q: D i d  you b r e e d  t h o s e ?  You must have i f  you were hav ing  n i l k .  

A: Undoubtedly we d i d .  Yes, we d i d ,  because  t h e y  got  f r e s h  e v e r y  ypar 
and had a c a l f .  

Q: Do you remember h e l p i n g  w i t h  t h e  calf, o r  ra is ing t h e  c a l f  i n  any w a y ?  

A: Not p a r t i c u l a r l y .  But a l i t t l e  b i t .  Helped f e e d  them skimmed milk 
and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: What about t h e  p i g s ?  Did  you have any th ing  to do wi th  t h e  . . . 
A: Helped f e e d  p i g s .  But g e n e r a l l y ,  you'd t u r n  these--you s e e ,  when a 
steer i s  on f u l l  f e e d ,  why a l o t  of g r a i n s  of corn  would go r i g h t  
through t h e  steer, undiges ted  and,  r a t h e r  an  amazing t h i n g ,  my f a t h e r  
would buy a bunch of hogs t o  f o l l o w  t h e  c a t t l e  around t h e  f e e d  l o t  and,  
by c racky ,  t h a t  is about a l l  you f e d   hem, that is about  a l l  t h e y  a t e ,  
and t h e y  would f a t t e n  o u t  on t h a t .  G e t t i n g  t h e  corn o u t  of t h e  manure 
from t h e  s t e e r s .  



Q: That much corn j u s t  p a s s i n g  through t h e  s t e e r s .  It would have been 
wasted o t h e r w i s e .  

A: Yep. 

Q: What do you remember about  t h e  t r i p s  t o  Chicago w i t h  t h e  c a t t l e ?  

A: Oh, boy, c h a t  was something.  W e  would d r i v e  t h e  steers o v e r  t o  
Dunkel S t a t i o n  and l o a d  them i n  c a t t l e  c a r s .  The l o c a l  would come a l o n g  
and hook on your two o r  t h r e e  c a r s  o f  s t e e r s .  Generally, we o n l y  
sh ipped  about two o r  t h r e e  c a r s  a t  a  t imc .  Wc would  put them an t h e s e  
c a r s ,  which Dad would have o r d e r e d  ahead of t i m e .  We always asked  f o r  
f o r t y - f o o t  c a r s .  I f  t h e y  a c c i d e n t a l l y  put  i n  t h i r t y - s i x ,  he  would g r i p c  
about: i t .  

And t h e n  t h e  l o c a l  would come a long  and Dad and I would g e t  back i n  t h e  
caboose.  The caboose had a  cupola  on i t  and t h e  brakeman and t h e  
conductor  were back t h e r e ,  and,  by g o l l y ,  that: w a s  something! S i t  up 
t h e r e  i n  t h e  cupo la  and l o o k  around t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  I was t h e  envy of 
e v e r y  k i d  i n  t h e  neighborhood, I guess .  But w e  would go up t o  C l i n t o n  
and f i d d l e  around t h e r e  till t h c y  made up t h i s  s t o c k  t r a i n  and,  from 
C l i n t o n  on,  t h e y  had cabooses  w i t h  bunks i n  them, w i t h  a  m a t t r e s s  and,  
as I r e c a l l ,  a b l a n k e t .  Of course ,  t h a t  would o r d i n a r i l y  bc  i n  May that: 
we would he going up t h e r e .  W e  t r i e d  t o  g e t  r i d  of o u r  c a t t l e  i n  May 
s o  w e  wouldn ' t  have t o  feed  c a t t l e  and bc  a b l e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  farming.  

In t h o s e  days ,  f a rmers  d i d n ' t  p l a n t  t h e i r  corn  u n t i l  about  t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  o f  May o r  t h e  f i r s t  of  June.  Nowadays t h e y  w i l l  p l a n t  t h e  f i r s t  
01 May. But t h e n  we o n l y  used h o r s e s ,  mules.  We had mos t ly  mules, and 
my Grandfather S t o r e y  j u s t  d i d n ' t  have much use  f o r  mules. There wasn ' t  
t o o  good a  f e e l i n g  between t h e  S t o r e y s  and t h e  Fr i -bleys  about mules. 

Q: T h i s  was t h e  Clydesda les  v e r s u s  t h e  mules,  huh? 

A: Yes. And l l e re fo rds .  W e  had Here fords ,  and Grandfa ther  S t o r e y  was 
a Shor thorn man. 

Q: Well. So, o u t  o f  C l i n t o n ,  t h e n ,  you were a b l e  t o  g r a b  some s l e e p .  

A: Y e s .  And t h e n  t h e  s t o c k  t r a i n  got  i n t o  t h e  s t o c k y a r d s  i n  Chicago 
about  f i v e - t h i r t y  i n  t h e  morning and we would get o u t  of t h e  caboose 
and go up and watch them, t h e s e  s t e v e d o r e s ,  most ly  b l a c k  men, unload 
t h e  c a t t l e .  They would b reak  thc s e a l  on t h e  c a r  and ram t h e  s t o c k s n r  
door open and g e t  t h e  s t e e r s  o u t .  And, sometimes, t h c y  would b e a t  on 
them t o  make them move f a s t .  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  Like  them b e a t i n g  o u r  s t e e r s  
t h a t  I ' d  l i v e d  w i t h  and f e d  f o r  t h e  last  s i x  o r  e i g h t  months. Xade mc 
want t o  c r y .  

Then t h e y  would pen t h e s e  s t e e r s  and g i v e  them some hay and w a t e r .  That 
i s  a l l  t h e  f e e d  t h e y  got  and t h e y  d i d n ' t  g i v e  them t o o  much w a t e r  because  



t h e  buyers d idn ' t  l i k e  s t e e r s  t h a t  were f i l l e d  up with water--didn't 
l i k e  t o  buy t h a t  water.  

Then we would go over t o  t h e  s tockyards Inn and my f a t h e r  and I would 
wash our  faces and hands and Dad would get a shave, and then we would 
e a t  b reak fas t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  Stockyard Inn, and then  ge t  back t o  t h e  
s tockyards  about seven o 'c lock,  I imagine, and see  t h e  commission men. 
W e  shipped t o  a commission f i rm,  s ee ,  and then  t h e  buyers from Armours, 
Swif t ,  Cudahy and Morris and maybe some more, t h a t ' s  t h e  ones I r e c a l l  
r i g h t  now, they come by t h e r e  on n i c e  r i d i n g  horses  wi th  r i d i n g  boots  
and whipcord r i d i n g  pants  and, boy, I was envious of those .  And they  
would look a t  your c a t t l e  and they 'd  make an o f f e r  and then go on and 
another  would come by and make an o f f  lr and you t r i e d  t o  get t h e  best 
o f f e r .  

Q: Was your dad good a t  t h a t ?  

A: This  was handled by t h e  commission men. W e  gene ra l ly  used a f i r m  
c a l l e d  Adams & Kitchen. Maybe one of t h e s e  buyers might ask  my dad 
something, but  I don' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  because they  would have, 
I guess,  t e n  thousand s t e e r s  t h e r e  a day and t h e r e  were a l o t  of good 
s t e e r s  t he re .  Oh, we hever had, I don ' t  t h ink ,  r e a l l y ,  r e a l l y  t op  
q u a l i t y  s t e e r s .  My f a t h e r  had some o l d  c l ipp ings  when he was i n  t h e  
sheep bus iness ,  out of the--Stockyard Jou rna l  I th ink  it was ca l l ed .  
Had a c l i pp ing  out  of t h a t  where it s t a t e d  he had topped t h e  market 
s e v e r a l  t imes wi th  sheep. 

Q: So d id  he s h i p  sheep i n  t h e  same manner? 

A: This  was when I w a s  a smal l  c h i l d .  I presume so.  

Q: What e lse  d id  you do w h i l e  you were i n  Chicago, then?  

A: Well, soon a s  t h e  c a t t l e  were s o l d ,  about e leven o 'c lock  o r  eleven- 
thirty, you would go over t o  the commission f i r m ' s  office, whi.ch w a s  
i n  t h e  s tockyards o f f i c e  bu i ld ing  t h e r e ,  and ge t  your check, and when I 
went--T can ' t  r e c a l l  being up t h e r e  more than  twice--but, when L went 
along,  Dad consigned one c a r  l oad  i n  my name and t h e  o t h e r  loads  i n  h i s  
name. That way we could bo th  get  f r e e  t i c k e t s  on t h e  I l l i n o i s  Cent ra l  
coming home. 

Q: Well. (chuckles) 

A: O f  course,  t h e  checks f o r  t h e  c a t t l e  were made out  t o  Dad. Then we 
would go over t o  what they  c a l l e d  Jackkni fe  Ben's which was q u i t e  a 
stockman's s t o r e  t h e r e ,  r i g h t  ac ros s  t he  street from t h e  s tockyards 
bui ld ing .  It was a b i g  s t o r e  and they had saddles ,  b r i d l e s  and whips, 
spu r s  and r i d i n g  boots  and s t u f f  l i k e  that . . . and jackknives and so  
on, and we would make a few purchases t h e r e ,  nothing p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  and 
then  gene ra l ly  w e  would go t o  a show o r  something. Try t o  ge t  out about 
three- thir ty--a  p i c t u r e  show. The t r a i n  l e f t  Chicago, t h e  I l l i n o i s  
Cen t r a l ,  about ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  about fou r  o ' clock o r  f o u r - t h i r t y ,  and i t  



s ~ o p p e d  a L  e v e r y  s t a t i o n ,  and we would g e t  i n  t o  t b c  Dwdiel S t a t i o n  then.  
And my b r o t h e r  IIomer o r  a h i r e d  man would always b r i n g  a couple  of 
r i d i n g  h o r s e s  and t i e  them up i n  t h e  s rockyards .  W e  would get: o f f  t h e  
t r a i n  abou t  e l e v e n - t h i r t y  o r  a q u a r t e r  t o  twelve a t  n i g h t  and g e t  o u r  
h o r s e s  and r i d e  home, circcl ,  bu t  happy. ( l a u g h t e r )  It was v e r y  i n t e r -  
e s t i n g  t o  a l i t t l e  boy. 

Q: Well ,  T guess  so .  Now, you mentioned going t o  a show, do you remember 
anything--did you g e t  o u t  t o  Grant Park?  O r  any o f  t h e  o the r  s i g h t s  
i n  Chicago? 

A: I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  o f  be ing  i n  downtown Chicago. I t h i n k  ir w a s  a l l  i n  
t h c  s t o c k y a r d s  a r e a  which w a s  30 o r  40 b locks  Irom t h c  Loop. O f  c o u r s e ,  
we had t o  go p a r t  way downtown, I t h i n k ,  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  11J.inois C e n t r a l  
passenger  s t a t i o n  t o  g e t  on thc t r a i n  t o  go home. Not downtown b u t  
s o u t h  o f  che Loop, you know, where t h e  I l l i n o i s  C e n t r a l  s t a t i o n  i s  now. 
We'd have had t o  have clone t h a t .  How we got  o v e r  t h e r e ,  I just d o n ' t  
know, M r .  Waggoner, 1 j u s t  don ' t  know. I presume a s t r e e t  c a r .  

: Y e s  s i r  Okay. L e t ' s  s e e  now. You were doing mi lk ing  and working 
i.11 t h e  gitrden. What e l s e  d i d  you do around t h e  . . . 
A: Well, when L go t  o l d e r ,  L would t a k e  a two-horse team o r  four-horsc  
team and plow, d i s c ,  harrow :md c u l t i v a t e  corn and t h e n ,  when t h e  wheat 
and o a t s  were h a r v e s t e d  in l a t e  J u l y  o r  e a r l y  August ,  Dad and my 
b r o t h e r  Homer would o p e r a t e  horse  drawn b i n d e r s  t o  b ind  t h e  wheat o r  
o a t s  in bundles ,  you know, a n d  my b r o t h e r  and my dqd always r a n  t h e  
h o r s e  o r  mule-drawn b i n d e r s .  I never  had thai. p r i v i l e g e .  I shocked the 
bearded wheat and o a t s .  T remember i n  1917 a n d  1918, when t h e  f i r s t  
World War was on,  wc were s h o r t  on h e l p  and we h i r c d  twn coal  miners  
from Pana, who came o u t  t h c r c  a n d  Lhcy wnu1.d l lelp shock wheat. I 
remember, we had a Chicago boy come down t h e r e  autI worked f o r  us  about  
a month and a halL. It was some s o r t  of a program f o r  c i t y  f e l l o w s  t o  
came o u t  i n  t h e  coun t ry  and  work on farms.  

I rcrncmber t h i s  c i t y  boy came down on t h e  t r a i n .  H i s  name w a s  Arnold 
Sogolow. H i s  f a t h e r  was a t a i l o r  i n  Chicago, and we were ou t  i n  t h e  
ya rd  t h a t  n i g h t  and fie saw f i r e f l i e s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  he got  a l l  
wor r ied  t h e y  might get something a f i r e .  And I s a i d ,  'They d o n ' t  ." And 
he said,  "Well, wi th  real d ry  s t r a w ,  would t h ~ y  set. i t  a f i r e ? "  
( l a u g h t e r )  Kt was a very i n L e r c s t i n g  sumtfier. 

Q: How d i d  hc do as a worker? 

A: B e  w a s  a f a i r l y  good worker. And t h e s e  c o a l  miners were o l d e r  men 
but wc had  t h e  da rncdcs t  t i:ne. I worked w i t h  them, t e a c h i n g  t h e m  how 
t o  pu t  up a shock o f  wheat,  and cap i t .  

(1: How d i d  you p u t  up n shock of w h e a t ?  



A: W e l l ,  you would g rab  two bundles ,  by t h e  t o p ,  p l o p  them down on t h e  
s t u b b l e ,  and two more bundles  on each s i d e  and t h e n  pu t  o t h e r  bundles  
around u n t i l  you would have,  probably ,  t e n  bundles  i n  t h e r e ,  and t h e n  
t h e  last  t h i n g  you d i d  was t a k e  a bundle  and h o l d  it  r i g h t  about  where 
t h e  band went around it and bend t h e  t o p  h a l f  s o  it  w a s  a t  a s o r t  of a 
r i g h t  a n g l e  and put  t h a t  on t o p  a s  a cap. The t h e o r y  be ing ,  i f *  i t  
r a i n e d ,  why, t h a t  would keep t h e  wa te r  flowi.ng o u t  and not: i n t o  the 
shock. But t h e s e  guys would put  up a shock and t h e y  t h e y  would walk 
around and l o o k  o v e r  t h e i r  s h o u l d e r  t o  s e e  i f  t h e  t h i n g  was ready t o  
f a l l  down a g a i n .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

These men from Pana became v e r y  good f r i e n d s  and h e l p e d  me l a t e r  
p o l i t i c a l l y .  They were named Zack Sennezy and Ed Broux. Sometimes t h e  
b i n d e r  would k i c k  o u t  a bundle  and t h e  band would b reak  o r  t h e  kno t  
wasn ' t  t i e d .  I f  you r a n  a c r o s s  a bundle  o f  wheat w i t h  a broken o r  
u n t i e d  twine,  t h e n  you took some of t h e  wheat s t a l k s  compressed t o  
about  an  i n c h  a c r o s s  and t h e r e  was a way t o  wrap t h a t  around t h e  wheat,  
and t h e n  thumb it  i n t o  a s o r t  o f  a ha l f -kno t ,  and t w i s t  i t  under ,  and 
e v e r y  farm k i d  was a n  e x p e r t  on t h a t .  

I was campaigning i n  1934 down i n  Cumbcrland County and met a bunch a f  
farmers--and I was a l l  c i t y - d i c k e r e d  up, you know--and t h e y  brought  up 
t h e  subject :  of how t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  a broken twine band and I g i v e  my 
o p i n i o n  t h e r e o n ,  "Hell ,  I could  do t h a t  r i g h t  now. l1 And I hadn ' t  done 
it f o r  ten y e a r s ,  I guess .  And one farmer  s a i d ,  "I b e t c h a  you c a n ' t  ." 
H e  walked over  and h e  go t  some wheat t h a t  was growing i n  t h e  p a s t u r e  
n e x t  t o  t h e  Cumberland County f a i r g r o u n d s ,  and I f l i p p e d  t h a t  t h i n g  
around my knee and showed him how 1 d i d  it and, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e r e  was 
about  f i f t e e n  o r  twenty fa rmers  t h e r e  watching and t h a t  d i d  mc a .Lot 
of good, among t h e  fa rmers ,  p o l i t i c a l l y .  ( l a u g h t e r )  I 've been a w l  ul  
lucky .  

Q: Good. ( l aughs)  Did you p l a n t  corn  t h e n ?  

A: Y e s .  P l a n t e d  corn.  You s e e ,  i n  t h o s e  days you p l a n t e d  e v e r y t h i n g  
i n  raws and you checked i t .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  corn  was p l a n t e d  i n  
rows, for ty- two i n c h e s  wide, and the  p l a n t e r  would drop two t o  t h r e e  
g r a i n s  of corn  i n  t h e  s o i l  e v e r y  42  i n c h e s  by use  o f  a checkwire t h a t  
r a n  th rough  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  p l a n t e r .  W e l l ,  i f  you k e p t  your checkwire 
s t a k e d  r i g h t ,  why t h e n  t h a t  meant t h a t  you could  c r o s s - c u l t i v a t e  i t .  

Q: Oh. Lined it up t o g e t h e r ,  t h e n  . . . 
A: Yes. But o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  i f  you got messed up w i t h  t h e  t e n s i o n  on p u t  
t i n g  t h a t  w i r e  s t a k e  i n  t h e  ground a t  t h e  end of t h e  f i e l d  and d i d n ' t  
pu t  t h e  s t a k e  i n  t h e  ground j u s t  r i g h t ,  t h e n  you got  e v e r y t h i n g  a l l  
me-ssed up and c o u l d n ' t  c r o s s  c u l t i v a t e  w i t h  any s u c c e s s .  While c r o s s  
c u l t i v a t i n g ,  you would have t o  s h i f t  t h e  c u l t i v a t o r  beam around 
c o n s i d e r a b l y  and t h i s  meant t h a t  by n i g h t t i m e  your o l d  fanny go t  p r e t t y  
s o r e .  



Q :  So t h e n  you had c u l t i v a t i n g  t o  do a l s o .  

A: Y e s .  

Q: What d i d  you have? A two-row c u l t i v a t o r ?  

8: We f i r s t  had a one-row c u l t i v a t o r  u n t i l  p robab ly  about . . . 
Between my j u n i o r  and s e n i o r  y e a r  i n  c o l l e g e  my b r o t h e r ,  who was a  
p r e t t y  good mechanic, came down t o  Pana and purchased t w o  John Deere 
two-row c u l t i v a t o r s  which were p u l l e d  by t h r e e  h o r s e s ,  o r  mules,  and 
i t  j u s t  came o u t  t h a t  y e a r .  He used h i s  abou t  a h a l f  a day, and 1 
used one t h e  r e s t  of t h e  season .  But I was w i r y  and f u l l  o f  pep and 
v i n e g a r .  My b r o t h e r  was j u s t  a wee b i t  l a z y ,  maybe. 

Q: Why? What d i d  i t  r e q u i r e ?  

A: W e l l ,  t h e  h e l l  o f  i t  w a s ,  when you was c r o s s i n g  corn ,  why, you had t o  
s h i f t  t h o s e  c u l t i v a t o r s  w i t h  your  f e e t  and,  i f  you d i d n ' t  have a 
r e g u l a r  check and t h e  corn  h i l l s  d i d n ' t  l i n e  up r i g h t ,  t h e n  you had t o  
s h i f t  them q u i t e  a b i t  and t h e  o n l y  l e v e r a g e  you had w a s  t h e  s e a t .  
You'd push t h c  c u l t i v a t o r  frame back and f o r t h  w i t h  your f e e t .  .Tolm 
Deere d i d n ' t  make it q u i t e  r i g h t .  The two gangs o f  t h e  two-row 
c u l t i v a t o r  were t o o  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r .  I n  o t h e r  words,  t h e  o u t s i d e  s h o v e l  
o r  b lade  of the  one gang was t o o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  s h o v e l  o r  b l a d e  
o f  t h e  o t h e r  gang, and i1 you had many weeds, p a r t i c u l a r l y  j o i n t  weeds, 
why t h a t  would c l o g  up and you'd have co s t o p  and p u l l  t h a t  out. 

So, I l i v e d  w i t h  i t  as l o n g  as I could  and,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a r a i n y  day 
come a l o n g  s o  I t o o k  some heavy w i r e  and o u t l i n e d  a  new shank f o r  t h e  
s h o v e l s  whereby, when t h e  shank came o u t  of  t h e  frame, it was cxtendcd 
back about  e i g h t  i n c h c s ,  and t h e n  down t o  t h e  shovel  o r  b l a d e ,  and t h a t  
cured  i t .  And, about  a month l a t e r ,  people  from t h e  John Deerc f a c t o r y  
a t  Moline came o v e r  t o  s e e  how t h e  c u l t i v a t o r  worked and t h e y  saw t h a t  
and t h e y  thought ,  " W e l l ,  what t h e  h e l l ?  What d i d  you do?" And I t o l d  
them what 1 had done and t h e  nex t  y e a r  John Deere adopted my i n v e n t i o n .  
I shou ld  have p a t e n t e d  i t .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

Then, i n  the f a l l ,  why, we would f i l l .  s i l o s .  My f a t h e r  o r i g i n a l l y  had 
two woodcn s i l o s  and one of them blew down and he  t h e n  had c o n s t r u c t e d  
two s ixty- two I e e t  h i g h  c o n c r e t e  s i l o s ,  by an  o u t r i t  from o v e r  i n  
Ind iana .  There were probably  f o u r  men came over  and,  i n  about  s i x t y  
days ,  they  b u i l t  t h e s e  two s i x t e e n - f o o t  d iamete r ,  sixty-two and a half 
f o o t  h i g h  s i l o s .  These f e l l o w s  had b u i l t  s i l o s  al.1 o v e r  the wor1.d and 
I was employed by them a t  a  d o l l a r  a  day t o  d r i v e  a team of mules t o  
h a u l  up mixed c o n c r e t e  i n  a bucket  on a w i n d l a s s ,  and t h e y  l i k c d  me and 
t h e y  t a u g h t  me how t o  throw a  l a s s o  and how t o  c o n s t r u c t  and throw a 
boomerang. 

Q: Well. (chuck les )  



A: I wish I s t i l l  remembered how t o  make a boomerang. 

Q: Were you any good at  using e i t h e r  t h e  l a s s o  o r  t he  . . . 
A: I could do a f a i r  job wi th  a l a s s o ,  j u s t  fair. 

Q: And you got t h e  o t h e r  t o  come back t o  you, then ,  t h e  boomerang? 

A: Yes. 

Q: I ' l l  be do-ggoned. ( laughs)  

Did you ever  work on a thresh ing  crew your se l f ?  

Q: What d i d  you do? 

A: Pi tched  bundles. I loved to--well, I had so much experience at  
loading  manure and p i t ch ing  s i l a g e  wi th  a fork--1 loved t o  use a fork-- 
and i f  you were p i t ch ing  bundles,  you were s tanding  on s o l i d  ground, 
you weren ' t  up on t h e  wagon. I ' d  h a t e  t o  t r y  t o  run a wagon and load  
bundles. 

Q: Why would you no t  want t o  run a wagon? 

A: Well, because i f  t h e r e  i s  some fe l low on t h e  ground p i t ch ing  bundles 
up t o  you, why, he i s  s tanding  on s o l i d  ground and, i f  you a r e  on the 
wagon, you a r e  unsteady. And you've got t o  ca tch  these  bundles and l a y  
them j u s t  exac t ly  so ,  and make your c r o s s t i e s  a t  t he  corners .  I never 
went f o r  t h a t .  

Q: There i s  q u i t e  a science t o  t ha t ,  i s n ' t  t h e r e ?  

A: Darn r i g h t .  We used t o  have a neighbor t h e r e ,  a r a t h e r  wealthy 
farmer now by the name of Clive Erisman and I don't  t h ink  t h e r e  was any 
fe l low i n  t h e  country t h a t  could load a wagon l i k e  he did. The wagon 
would be about e i g h t  f e e t  ac ros s  and was loaded t o  about four  o r  f i v e  
f e e t  h igh  and, when Erisman d id  i t ,  it just looked l i k e  a b r i ck ,  j u s t  
symmetrical s i d e s  and ends. Boy, he was a p e r f e c t i o n i s t .  

And then ,  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  why, we would--we had men t h a t  would cut  t h e  
corn of f  about fou r  inches from the  ground, o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  and 
p i l e  i t  i n t o  p i l e s  and then t h e  wagons would come out t o  pick up t h e s e  
s t a l k s  of corn t h a t  had been c u t ,  were s t i l l  green. About e i g h t  o r  n ine  
wagons, maybe, something l i k e  t h a t ,  t o  hau l  i n  the  cu t  corn t o  f i l l  t h e  
s i l o s .  And that would t ake ,  I would say ,  two weeks. 

Q: Did you have t o  chop t h a t  before  you p u t  i t  i n  t h e  s i l o ,  o r  . . . 

A: N o .  You s e e  what they  d i d ,  this corn was tall corn, and t h e  f e l l ow 



would b r i n g  i t  i n ,  a l o a d  u i  co rn ,  j u s t  t h e  s t a l k s ,  l e a v e s  and e a r s ,  
and t h e n  throw it i n t o  a s o r t  o f  t rough  w i t h  a c h a i n  arrangement i n  it 
and t h a t  would b r i n g  t h c  corn  down i n t o  t h e  s i l a g e  c u t t e r ,  and t h e n  a 
f e l l o w  had t o  feed  t h a t  i n  t o  t h e  s i l a g e  c u t t e r ,  and t h e r e  was a fan 
t h a t  would blow i t  up a p i p e  about  s i x  t o  e i g h t  i n c h e s  i n  d iameter  t o  
t h e  top  01 t h e  s i l o  and  t h e n  t h e  s i l a g e  came down i n s i d e ,  and we f i l l e d  
those  s i l o s .  With r e g a r d  t o  t h e  c o n c r e t e  s i l o s ,  you d i d n ' t  tamp i t  v e r y  
much because  by +he time you go t  f i f t y  f o o t  o f  s i l a g e  i n  t h e  s i l o ,  i t  
would s e t t l e  j u s t  about  a s  f a s t  as you pu t  i t  i n .  

Q: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

Q: Becausc of t h e  weight of  t h e  m a t e r i a l .  
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(2: Did you ever have t o  walk around and tamp t h i s  down a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  
si. l.o? 

A :  011, y e s  a n d  I f c d  the  s i l o  f i l l e r .  

Q: Oh, you d i d ?  

A: Yes. Not: v e r y  much. We had a f c l l o w   hat was a p r e t t y  good f e e d e r ,  
bu t  lie k i n d  of wcnt t o  s l e e p  on@ day and Ire f e d  h i s  hand i n t o  tIic 
c u t t e r  and i t  took  o f f  t h r e e  of h i s  f i n g e r s .  And t h e n  I wenc ahead and 
f i n i s h e d  t h e  job.  T was t h e n  abou t ,  I w a s  about an e i g h t e e n  y c a r  o l d  
k i d .  I rcmember I went 011 t o  c o l l e g e  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q: Yes. What k i n d  of powcr w p r e  you using i n  t h i s  . . . 
A: W e  had a s o - c a l l e d  15-30 T,awson t r a c t o r .  W c  had, 1 t h i n k ,  about  t h e  
second o r  t h i r d  t r a c t o r  i n  Assumption Township, and as 1. r e c a l l ,  we had 
s e v e r a l  Lawsons. 

Q: And t h i s  f i r s t  one w o i d c l  have been abour what--] 922 ,  some p l a c e  i n  
t h e r e ?  

A: Thc wooden s i l o s  were b u i l t  about  1913 and t h e  c o n c r e t e  s i l o s  were 
b u i l t  i n ,  1 t h i n k ,  i n  1917. 

(1: Were t h e y  a l l  f i l l e d  i n  t h e  same man,nerr? 

A: Y e s .  BuL you had t o  have a more powerful. o u L F i t  t o  f i l l  the c o n c r e t e  
s i l o s  because i t  took  a he11 01 a l o t  of power t o  shoo t  t h a t  s i l a g e  up 
skxly-two f e e t  and over  t h e  t n p  of t h e  s i l o .  



Q: Did t h e  p i p e  form a s o r t  o f  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  hook on t h e  top'? 

A: Yes, t h e  s i l a g e  come o u t  of t h e r e  j u s t  "a b a r r e l i n g . "  

Q: And t h a t  was used t o  f e e d  o u t  t h e  cattle, t h e n ,  p r i m a r i l y ?  

A: Yes. Those s i l o s  were f i l l e d  about  t h e  f i r s t  o f  September, I t h i n k .  

Q: It must have t a k e n  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  a c r e a g e  o f  corn t o  . . . 
A: Well, o u r  s i l o s  would h o l d  about  seven ty  t o  e i g h t y  a c r e s  of corn.  

(2: Y e s .  

A: Bur then t h e r e  w a s  shucking t o  be done, b u t  I never shucked corn ,  
excep t  maybe in t h e  even ings ,  r a r e l y ,  and t h e n ,  I would shuck on Sa tu r -  
days.  I always e n v i e d  some of  t h o s e  corn  shuckers .  You know, i f  you 
were a t o p  shucker ,  you could  shuck a hundred o r  more b u s h e l s  a day, 
and some l i k e  t h i s  C l i v e  Erisman I was t a l k i n g  about--he is  s t i l l  
l iving--he shucked up a hundred and twenty b u s h e l s  a day. He was a 
champion. S lender  and l i t h e  and s t r o n g .  I don ' t  t h i n k  I e v e r  shucked 
more t h a n  about  seven ty  b u s h e l s  of corn a day i n  my l i f e .  

(2: Did you e v e r  make a s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  t o  s e e  how much you cou ld  shuck 
i n  a day? 

A: Well ,  I wanted t o  g e t  it  above seven ty  b u s h e l s .  

0: Yes. (chuckles)  

A: But I d i d n ' t .  1 w i l l  t a k e  o f f  on t h a t ,  t o o .  For shucking,  we gener- 
a l l y  had, 1 would s a y ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s i l a g e  corn,  we probably  had 
a hundred acres, maybe morc, of corn  t o  be shucked. And men, from 
souCh of Pana, down i n  F a y e t t e  County o r  Marion County, used t o  come up 
and they would shuck f o r ,  oh,  t h r e e  t o  s i x  weeks, so  much a bushe l .  Asid 
a funny t h i n g .  The f i r s t  campaign I made, i n  1934, I w a s  campaigning 
down at F a r i n a  i n  the  s o u t h  p a r t  of F a y e t t e  County, i n  t h e  s p r i n g .  And 
T went i n  a b lacksmi th  shop, it  was a c o l d ,  raw day, and a bunch q f  

fa rmers  were i n  t h i s  b lacksmi th  shop and t h e y  got  t o  t a l k i n g  ahnut t h e  
merits o f  manure s p r e a d e r s ,  and I popped off--1 was down t h e r e  cam- 
pa ign ing ,  all d r e s s e d  up, you know, with a derby h a t  on,  l i k e  an i d i o t  --- 
and 1 popped o f f  t h a t  the Nisco manure s p r e a d e r  w a s  a da rn  s i g h t  b e t : - ~  
t h a n  a John Deere. And t h a t  prompted an argument, and--they got  t o  
smar t ing  o f f ,  making fun of  me--and I t o l d  them I b e l i e v e d  I had hau led  
more manure t h a n  any man i n  t h e  crowd. And t h e y  t h e y  made some s n i d e  
remarks .  I was j u s t  o f f -basc ,  s e e ,  I should have never  have been 
popping o f f .  

B u t  a f e l l o w  came i n  and went over  t o  t h e  b lacksmi th  and l e f t  some plow- 
s h a r e s  t o  be sharpened.  When hc came i n ,  I handed him my p o l i t f c a l  



c a r d  which s t a t e d  "John P r i b l e y  f o r  S e n a t o r , "  o r  something l t k e  t h a t .  
And h e  went o v e r  t o  t h e  b lacksmi th  and h e  came back o v e r  t o  t h e  crowd 
and one of t h e s e  f e l l o w s  s a i d  t o  him, "Ezry, what do you t h i n k  o f  this 
f e l l o w  F r i b l e y ?  Be c la ims  he  h a s  h a u l e d  and s p r e a d  more manure t h a n  
anybody i n  t h e  crowd. W e  t h i n k  he  j u s t  s p r e a d s  it  w i t h  h i s  mouth." 

Q: ( chuck les )  

A: And t h i s  Ezry looked a t  my ca rd .  1Ie s a i d ,  "Are you Wes F r i b l e y l s  
boy?" And I s a i d ,  " Y c s . "  "You're John, a r e n ' t  you?" And I s a i d ,  
"Yeah." He go t  o u t  h i s  pocketbook and h e  s a i d ,  " I ' v e  got t h i r t y  d o l l a r s ,  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  i n  t h e r e .  I ' l l  be t  you t h a t  h e  h a s  hau led  more 
manure t h a n  a l l  t h e  rest of you put  t o g e t h e r . "  And I s a i d ,  "How would 
you know t h a t ? "  He s a i d ,  "Don't you remember m e ,  Ezry F e l l e r s ? "  He 
s a i d ,  "I shucked corn  f o r  your dad f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s . "  And I s a i d ,  
"Heck, yes!" And t h a t  had been probably  f i f t e e n ,  twenty y e a r s  b e f o r e .  
But it  s u r e  got  mcl a l o t  of v o t e s  among t h e  fa rmers  around F a r i n a ,  
which was a s t r o n g  Republ ican a r e a .  

Q: I guess .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: I ' v e  been lucky .  I f  he  h a d n ' t  come and h a d n ' t  t o l d  how much manure 
we h a u l e d ,  I would have been j e e r e d  o u t  o f  town. 

Q: Y e s ,  s ir .  Was t h i s  from t h e  f e e d l o t  t h a t  you h a u l e d  t h e  manure o u t  
t o  the f i e l d s ?  

A: W e l l ,  you s e e ,  o u r  f e e d i a g  sheds ,  which were r a t h e r  l a r g e ,  were a11  
c o n c r e t e  f l o o r s  and,  a s  soon as you g o t  through t h r e s h i n g  wheat and 
oats--by, roughly ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  August--well, f o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  weeks, 
a l l  we d i d  was h a u l  manure. With two manure s p r e a d e r s ,  we would h a u l  
and s p r e a d  20  t o  24  l o a d s  a day; me and t h e  h i r e d  man. I always t r i e d  
t o  out-do him and h e  t r i e d  t o  out-do me and we got  o u t  a l o t  of manure. 
He worked a l o t  h a r d e r  just: t o  b e a t  m e .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: T h i s  was w i t h  what,  two h o r s e s  on t h e  manure s p r e a d e r ?  

A: Two h o r s e s  on a manure s p r e a d e r .  We had two s p r e a d e r s  and w e  would 
h a u l  i t ,  oh,  a q u a r t e r  o r  a h a l f  o f  a m i l e  o r  more. 

Q: What k i n d  o f  a r o t a t i o n  program d i d  your  f a t h e r  use  on t h e  farm? 

A: W e  always had about  e i g h t y  a c r e s  o f  wheat,  and I would say  about  a 
hundred and s i x t y  a c r e s  of corn ,  and t h e n  t h e r e  would be some o a t s  and 
c l o v e r  o r  a l f a l f a  hay. We d i d n ' t  have beans  u n t i l  about . . . 1923  o r  
1 9 2 4 .  1 f i r s t  l e a r n e d  o f  beans  when I w a s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  c l a s s ,  
p robab ly  about  1923. That was about  t h a t  s a m e  t ime t h a t  U. S. Route 2 ,  
l a t e r  U. S. 51,  was b u i l t .  

Q: You s a i d  your  f a t h e r  was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  de te rmin ing  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 



Route 51. 

A: Y e s .  Up a t  Assumption, they  had a Democrat road cormnissioner, name 
of Eugene Royer, S r .  He and h i s  sons ran a th re sh ing  o u t f i t  during t h e  
summer. Very s t rong  Democrat. Len Small was Republican governor a t  
t h a t  time and a fe l low by t h e  name of Prank T. Sheets  was t h e  head of 
t h e  department of highways, o r  department of p u b l i c  works and bu i ld ings ,  
about 1921. Governor Small had a  meeting a t  t h e  co-cal led Opera House 
he re  i n  Pana about 1921, 1922, I be l i eve ,  and my f a t h e r  and I a t tended  
t h e  meeting. A l o t  of people were t h e r e  and t h e  purpose of t h e  meeting 
was t o  determine t h e  rou te  t h a t  S t a t e  Route 2 ,  now U. S. Route 51, 
would fol low from Pana t o  Decatur. Everybody had ideas  and everybody 
wanted i t  t o  go by t h e i r  farm, n a t u r a l l y .  

You s e e ,  t h e  I l l i n o i s  Cen t r a l  runs n o r t h e r l y  from Pana and s l a n t s  
14 degrees t o  t h e  no r theas t .  South of Pana, it i s  p r e t t y  much n o r t h  and 
south down t o  Vandalia. But no r th  of Pana, i t  angles  e a s t e r l y  toward 
Decatur. And some people wanted t h i s  road t o  go s t r a i g h t  n o r t h  of Pana 
up t o  a poin t  west of Assumption and then s t r a i g h t  e a s t ,  c ros s ing  the  
I l l i n o i s  Cent ra l ,  t o  about two mi les  e a s t  of Assumption and then no r th  
t o  Moweaqua and then  jog about two mi les  e a s t  t o  go on t o  Macon, and 
s o  on. And, of course,  some people wanted it to--shortest  way .  My 
f a t h e r  and Royer were wanting it t o  go two mi les  e a s t  of Pana and then 
s t r a i g h t  no r th  t o  Assumption and then  fol low a longs ide  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t o  
Decatur. Gene Royer and Dad were ab l e  t o  ge t  up on t h e  p la t form and 
o u t l i n e  their wishes,  and they  t o l d  Governor Small t h a t  he  should adopt 
that rou te ,  which, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  went by t h e  Royer and F r ib l ey  farms. 

Q: Oh, I see .  ( l augh te r )  

A: W e  had a  mile  of l and  t h a t  extended along t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of i t ,  and 
Royer, about a mile  no r th ,  had three- four ths  of a mile  of land  t h a t  was 
on t h e  west s i d e  of i t .  And they  agreed wi th  Sheets  and Governor Len 
Small t h a t ,  i f  they  adopted t h a t  rou te ,  t h a t  Royer and Dad would ge t  a l l  
t h e  right-of-way donated f r e e  of cos t .  Governor Small decided on t h a t  
and, with in  a  week o r  t e n  days,  Royer and Dad had a l l  t h e  l and  owners 
signed up. So t h a t  i s  where it i s .  

And I can remember how i t  was cons t ruc ted .  The con t r ac to r  was a f i r m  
by t h e  name of McNeilly and he had l a r g e  p i l e s  o f  g rave l  and sand and 
sacked cement hauled i n t o  Assumption by t r a i n .  The concrete  was mixed 
t h e r e  and then they  loaded i t  onto a l i t t l e  c a r  on a narrow gauge rail- 
road which went a long t h e  s i d e  of t h e  road t o  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  s i t e ,  
and then  i t  was dumped i n t o  a b i g  concrete  mixer where water was added, 
and mixed and spread.  I th ink  they  would Jay about an eighth of a m i l e  
a  day. Maybe i t  was a  l i t t l e  more than t h a t ,  bu t  i t  was something t o  
behold. 

Q: They r e a l l y  moved it through. And you got  t o  watch them do t h i s  . . . 
A: Yes, sir.  ( l augh te r )  



Q: Well, you had a  Republ ican and Democrat working t o g e t h e r  a t  that 
t ime . 

A: Well, t h e  Royers and t h e  P r i b l c y s  were always c l o s e .  Eugene Royer 
had a brother- in- law,  a Frenchman by t h e  name o f  Nick P o n t i u s ,  who was 
a  da rn  good surveyor ,  and h e  t a u g h t  Gcne Royer ' s  son C a r l  t h e  art  of 
su rvey ing .  C a r l  never  went t o  c o l l e g e  bu t  he was a t o p  surveyor .  When 
1 went i n t o  t h e  Scna te ,  I went o v e r  t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  highways and 
wanted h i m  t o  g i v e  Carl Royer a s t a t e  j o b  as a surveyor ,  bu t  t h e y  
wouldn' t  have him because  h e  wasn't a c o l l e g e  g radua te .  I t o l d  the 
d i r e c t o r  t h a t  Carl Royer knew a damn s i g h t  more about su rvey ing  t h a n  any 
o f  h i s  men, a n d  h e  hooted a t  t h e  i d e a .  So I went o v e r  t o  Governor 
Horner and C a r l  Royer was appo in ted  and,  w i t h i n  a  y e a r ,  he  was advanced 
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  g rades  becausc  o f  h i s  a b f l i t i e s .  Carl and I went t o  
Dunkel coun t ry  s c h o o l  and Assumption h igh  school  t o g e t h e r .  ~ e ' s  a 
l i t t l e  younger t h a n  m e .  C a r l  Royer j u s t  r e t i r e d  a s  county highway 
e n g i n e e r  o l  C h r i s t i a n  County about  two y e a r s  ago,  I t h i n k .  

Q: So h e  r e a l l y  knew h i s  . . . 
A: H e  knew h i s  su rvey ing .  H e  w a s  a good man. 

(1: You s a i d  your f a t h e r  was n o t  t o o  invo lved  w i t h  p o l i t i c s  d u r i n g  t h a t  
t i m e ,  bu t  he  d i d  v o t c  t h e  Republ ican t i c k e t ?  

A: Y e s ,  people  wanted h i m  t o  run  f o r  township s u p e r v i s o r  once,  I 
remember, bu t  he  wouldn ' t  do i t .  He never  r a n  f o r  any th ing .  

Q: D i d  he e v e r  t e l l  ynt* why he d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  want t o  d o  t h a t ?  

A: Well, he  j u s t  minded h i s  own b u s i n e s s .  Pa id  h i s  b i l l s  and minded h i s  
own b u s i n e s s .  

Q: I s e e .  Y e s .  A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  W e l l ,  we have gone p r e t t y  much through 
your e a r l y  h o m e  l i f e . .  Th-ink t h a t  would do f o r  today and t h e n  we w i l l  
p ick  up--what I would l i k e  t o  g e t  i n t o  nex t  is  your educa t ion  d u r i n g  
t h o s e  y e a r s .  

A: Well, if you . . . 

q :  Okay. Well ,  we could  t a l k  about  t h a t  n o w  2 l i t t l e  b y t  i f  you . . . 
A: Okay, I can wander on through t h a t  f o r  probably  t e n  minutes .  

Q: Okay. Where d i d  you s t a r t  t o  s c h o o l ?  

A: 1 went t o  Dunkel grade school .  T. walked about a m i l e  and a h a l f  t o  

schoo l .  One of my t e a c h e r s  is  s t i l l  l i v i n g ,  L u e l l a  Dunkel McDonald, some 
e i g h t y  y e a r s  o l d .  I saw h e r  las t  Saturday night. At any r a t e ,  1 went 
through t h e  e i g h t h  g radp  t h e r e  and then 1 drnvc w i t h  my s i s t e r  Rachel 
t o  Assumption h i g h  school  i n  what t h e y  ca l l ed  an open huggy and i n  w i n t e r  



i n  a cab,  a  g l a s s e d  i n ,  one-seated buggy, f o r  two y e a r s  and Rachel  
g radua ted ,  and t h e n ,  t h e  n e x t  two y e a r s ,  why, I rode  horseback back and 
f o r t h  and I gradua ted  from Assumption h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  May o r  June,  o f  
1924, and I was s a l u t a t o r i a n  o f  my c l a s s .  

Then, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a l l ,  1 went t o  I l l i n o i s  Wesleyan U n i v e r s i t y  a t  
Bloomington, and went t h e r e  f o r  one y e a r  i n  a pre-medic course ,  made 
about  a B average ,  I imagine.  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  
when I got  up t o  Wesleyan, 1 had dec ided  t o  go i n t o  t h e  Wesleyan l a w  
s c h o o l  and I found o u t  t h e r e  was a  movement on t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  t h e  l a w  
schoo l .  But t h e r e  was a counter-movement t o  c o n t i n u e  i t .  A t  any rate,  
t h e y  had a  th ree -year  l aw s c h o o l  and t h e  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  Bloomington 
l awyers .  They would Leach a c l a s s  a t  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  and a c l a s s  a t  four -  
t h i r t y ,  and I s t a r t e d  t h e  second-year c l a s s ,  hoping t h e y  would re-start 
t h e  schoo l .  

Well, a l o n g  i n  March, I had f i n i s h e d  t h e  second term,  my f a t h e r  had 
hemorrhoids and w a s  unable  t o  farm and had gone o u t  t o  E x c e l s i o r  S p r i n g s ,  
Missour i ,  f o r  t r e a t m e n t s  o r  s u r g e r y .  When he g o t  back, he was cured  b u t  
a v e r y  weak man, and he c o u l d n ' t  work f o r  s e v e r a l  months, so  I q u i t  
law school .  My b r o t h e r ,  Homer, was working f o r  t h e  C a n t i n e n t a l  Motor 
Company, I t h i n k  a t  Muskegan, Michigan, and he  d i d n ' t  want t o  come home. 

Came back and q u i t  law s c h o o l  and,  w i t h  a h i r e d  man, pu t  i n  a l l  the 
c r o p s  and then ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a l l ,  T went t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of 1 l . l i n o i s .  
1 d i d n ' t  have b u t  one y e a r  o f  p r e - l e g a l  and t h e y  r e q u i r e d  two, s o  1 
took  one y e a r  t h e r e ,  p r e - l e g a l ,  and t h e n  t h e  nex t  y e a r  I went i n t o  l aw 
school .  My l a w  c r e d i t s  a t  Wesleyan wouldn ' t  t r a n s f e r ,  s o  I t o o k  t h r e e  
y e a r s  i n  l aw s c h o o l  t h e r e  and g radua ted  i n  June of 1930. 

A f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n ,  t h a t  same even ing ,  I took  t h e  t r a i n  t o  Chicago and I 
s t a y e d  a t  some f r a t e r n i t y  house a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago. They 
d i d n ' t  have much. I took what they c a l l  a l aw review course i n  downtown 
Chicago f o r  f i v e  weeks. You went downtown a t  t h e  rev iew course  from 
e i g h t  t r i l l  twelve  and t h e n  you came home on t h e  elevated, a s  I r e c a l l ,  
and would s t u d y  from one p.m. u n t i l  f i v e - t h r i t y  p.m. and t h e n  e a t  and 
t a k e  a walk and t h e n  go back and s t u d y  from about seven u n t i l  t e n  o r  
e l e v e n .  Did t h a t  f o r  f i v e  weeks. But by g o l l y ,  I passed the b a r .  

a: Well. ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: L t ook  t h e  t h r e e  day b a r  exam and,  a s  soon a s  i t  was I i n i shcd ,  1 
g o t  on a  bus  and came back t o  Palla and worked on t h e  farm t h e r e  f o r  
about two weeks and one day t h e  r u r a l  m a i l  c a r r i e r  d e l i v e r e d  a t h i c k  en-  
ve lope  from t h e  s t a t e  b a r  examiners board.  Tt was a t h i c k  l e t t e r ,  thank 
heavens.  If you g o t  a  thin le t ter ,  i t  o n l y  s a i d ,  "We r e g r e t  t o  inform 
you, and s o  f o r t h  . . . ' I  I f  you got  a f a t  l e t t e r ,  you knew you had 
passed ,  because  t h e r e  were a  l o t  o f  forms and c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  t o  be 
secured .  

Q: Good. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r  . . . 



SESSION 2,  TAPE 3 ,  SIDE 1 

Q: On your mother 's s i d e  of t h e  family,  i n  he r  family background, who 
s t ands  out  p a r t i c u l a r l y ?  

A: My mother was Clara  B. F r ib l ey ,  who was t h e  daughter of George and 
Nancy Green Storey.  Nancy Storey w a s  t h e  daughter of Johnson Gaines 
Greene, a  bro ther  of "Slicky B i l l "  Greene, who was c o l l e c t o r  of i n t e r n a l  
revenue under Lincoln. Lincoln supposedly prepared my great-grand- 
f a t h e r ' s  w i l l .  He was a c lose  f r i e n d  of Lincoln and a member of t h e  Long 
Nine, and fought under Lincoln i n  t h e  Black Hawk War. 

Q: 011. This was "Slicky B i l l , "  you say?  

A: Yes. 

Q: Why was he c a l l e d  "Slicky?" 

A: Oh,--Slicky B i l l ?  

Q: Y e s .  Why was he c a l l e d  "Sl icky B i l l ? "  

A: I always f a c e t i o u s l y  s a i d  probably because he s l i c k e r c d  the  Indians 
out  of t h e i r  l and ,  but J don ' t  know anything about t h a t .  

Q: I see. ( l augh te r )  

A: 1 don't  know, but  he was a Democrat, but i f  you check back i n  
Lincoln ' s  appointments, you f i n d  a  l o t  of Democrats. H e  p r e t t y  we l l  
remembered h i s  f r i e n d s  who were members of t h e  Long Nine. Well, and 
ahead of t h a t ,  one of t h e  Cremes  i n  t h e  family t r e e  was k i l l e d  i n  . . . 
Hold that j u s t  a  second. 

(Taping stopped f o r  search  i n  records ,  then  resumed) 

A: My g r e a t ,  g r e a t ,  g r e a t  grandfa ther  was J a r v i s  Greene, a n a t i v e  of 
North Caro l ina  who fought i n  the Revolution and, a f t e r  t h e  Revolutionary 
War, was k i l l e d  i n  t he  b a t t l e  of Blue Lick Springs,  Kentucky, on 
August 1 7 ,  1 7 8 2 ,  where Daniel  Boone l e d  t h e  s e t t l e r s ,  1: guess ,  aga ins t  
t h e  Indians ,  Daniel  Boone's son was a l s o  k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  b a t t l e .  

Q: Oh. (pause) And t h i s  was Johnson G.'s  f a t h e r ,  you say,  and Sl icky 
B i l l ' s  f a t h e r ?  

A: No. Grandfather.  O f f  t h e  record ,  t h e r e ' s  a . . . 
(Taping stopped t o  aga in  look a t  records ,  then  resumed) 

Q: So you could t r a c e  back f o r  Daughters of  Revolution type  genealogy? 



A: Y e s ,  bu t  I always thought t h a t  was kind of s i l l y .  

Q: Do you know of  any F r i b l e y s  who w e r e  involved i n  t h e  Revolutionary 
War ? 

A: No. Not any of t h e  F r ib l eys .  I know t h a t  some of t h e  Greenes were 
DAR1s. The Greenes came t o  I l l i n o i s  and s e t t l e d  over around Pe te rsburg .  

Q: In  I l l i n o i s  here .  

A: Pe te rsburg ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Q: Do you know any of  t h e  F r i b l r y s  o r  the  Greenes who served  i n  t h e  
C i v i l  War, then?  

A: W e l l ,  I t o l d  you t h a t  was--you know, e leven  F r i b l e y s  se rved  i n  t h e  
C i v i l  War and t h r e e  were k i l l e d .  

Q: Yes. That was on t h e  P r i b l e y  s i d e .  On t h e  Greene s i d e ,  d i d  you know 
of any? 

A: No, 1 don' t .  

Q: How about World War 1 on t h e  Greene s i d e ?  Were t h e r e  any . . . 
A: Not to my knowledge. The Greenes a r e  p r e t t y  w e l l  pooped out  too.  

Q: Oh, T see .  

A: 1 just don' t  know of  a male Greene . . . t h a t  is i n  e x i s t e n c e  ou t  o f  
t h e  Pe te rsburg  group. 

Q: I see. They a r e  no longer  over  around Pe te rsburg ,  then.  

A: One was a s u b s t a n t i a l  banker t h e r e  a t  Pe te rsburg ,  and t h e  o l d  Greene 
home over  t h e r e  i s  a b e a u t i f u l  t h ing ,  bu t  i t ' s  owned by a f u n e r a l  
d i r e c t o r  now. 

Q: Oh, I see. A 1 1  r i g h t  sir.  S i r ,  yes te rday  we w e r e  t a l k i n g  about your 

educat ion.  W e  had ske tched  through it  quite r a p i d l y .  

A; When 1 was a t  I l l i n o i s ,  my f i r s t  year  t h e r e ,  which i s  r e a l l y  my-- 
after I had spent  t h e  year  and two-thirds  a t  Wesleyan, I went t o  I l l i n o i s  
and s t a r t e d  in t ak ing  more pre- lega l  and I was a member of t h e  Tau Kappa 
Epsi lon,  commonly known as t h e  Teke f r a t e r n i t y ,  a t  Wesleyan, and a Phi  
Delta P h i  law f r a t e r n i t y  a t  Wesleyan. When I went over  t o  I l l i n o i s ,  I 
d i d n ' t  go in to  a f ra te rn i ty  house the first  yea r .  T roomed wi th  three 
boys from Pana, and one of them was Judge Edward C.  Eberspacher,  who 
r e c e n t l y  r e t i r e d  from t h e  a p p e l l a t e  cou r t ,  and Eberspacher,  a f t e r  he got  
out of c o l l e g e ,  law school--two y e a r s  a f t e r  T did--why, he was f i r s t  a 



s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y  i n  Shelby County and t h e n  he was i n  t h e  House of 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and,  f o u r  years a f t e r  1 l e f t  t h e  s e n a t e ,  he w a s  
e l e c t e d  s t a t e  s e n a t o r ,  and h e  went from t h a t  i n t o  t h e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t .  

Q: He was e l e c t e d  from t h i s  a r e a ,  was h e ?  

A: Yes, from t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  H e  was from S h e l b y v i l l e .  1 was just 
t a l k i n g  t o  h i s  son o v e r  t h e r e  t h i s  morning and happened t o  t h i n k  about  
t h a t .  We go t  t o  yakking about h i s  dad and I be ing  roommates a t  I l l i n o i s .  

Q: I wonder. Could we go back t o  g rade  school .  Now, you went t o  a 
coun t ry  s c h o o l  and I assume t h i s  was a one-room school .  

A: One-room sclioolhouse . 

(1: Yorr m,cntioned a t e a c h e r  t h a t  had t a u g h t  t h e r e .  Did s h e  t e a c h  a l l  
e i g h t  y e a r s ?  

A: Yes. A l l  e i g h t  c l a s s e s ,  

Q: A 1 1  e i g h t  c l a s s e s .  

A: You s e e ,  t h e r e ' s  a funny t h i n g .  When my f a t h e r  went t o  s c h o o l ,  t h e y  
a p p a r e n t l y  d i d n ' t  have any books, p a r t i c u l a r l y .  O f  c o u r s e ,  he  had t o  be 
going t o  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  o r  1 8 9 0 1 s ,  and my f a t h e r  cou ld  quo te  from 
memory many, many poems. And I always thought  about  t h a t .  Now, h e  
l e a r n e d  t h o s e  by h e a r t  and 1 guess  o t h e r  k i d s  d i d  t o o ,  and  1 s t i l l  get  
a b i g  l a u g h  from my fami ly  when I g e t  sympathe t i c  o r  something,  I 
remember and quo te  some of  t h e  poems my f a t h e r  t a u g h t  me. There i s  one 
poem t h a t  cvcrybody r a z z e s  m e  about: c a l l e d  " L i t t l e  B r i t c h e s . "  D i d  you 
e v e r  h e a r  o f  i t ?  

Q: No, s i r .  

A: Wcll,  maybe I can throw it i n  h e r c .  ( l aughs)  

Q: Yes, s i r .  How d i d  it  go? 

A: Well ,  T ' l l  g i v e  you t h e  background. It w a s  a poem t h a t  was w r i t t e n  
abouC a l i t t l e  boy t h a t  l i v e d  w i t h  h i s  f o l k s  on a sheep  f a r m  ou t  i n  t h e  
Dako~-as.  And t h e y  h a d  a h t l l  o f  a snow s to rm and t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  s e e  
t h e i r  hand before  t h e i r  f a c e .  And he got  losL and h i s  f a t h e r  and mother 
were f r a n t i c  because t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  s e e .  Didn ' t  know, o t h e r  than t o  
scream and y e l l ,  how t o  r i n d  him. And t h a t  night--of course, i t  kcp t  on 
snowing--was a nightmare t o  them. And t h e n ,  t h e  n e x t  morning, t h e y  
began t o  s e a r c h  and sea rched  everywhere and c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  him. And 
t h e n  t h e y  went t o  t h e  shecp shed and h e r e  he was w i t h  t h e  sheep.  And 
t h e  f e l l o w  t h a t  wrote t h e  poem, c l o s e d  h i s  poem with t h e s e  words: 

"How did, he-- 



It was w r i t t e n  i n  vernacular- -  

"How d i d  he  g i t  t h a r ?  Angels.  
H e  cou ld  n o t  have walked through t h e  storm. 
They j u s t  p icked him up and t o t e d  him, 
To whar i t  w a s  s a f e  and warm. 
And 1 t h i n k  t o  save  a l i t t l e  c h i l d  
And r e s t o r e  him t o  h i s  own 
Is a durned s i g h t  b e t t e r  b u s i n e s s  
Than l o a f i n '  around t h e  th rone . "  

Q: Well! ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q: And you l e a r n e d  t h a t  from your  f a t h e r ,  d i d  you? 

A: 1 l e a r n e d  t h a t  from my f a t h e r .  Knew t h e  whole poem once.  In  f a c t ,  
I ' v e  g o t  a copy of  t h e  poem, b u t  I doubt t h a t  anybody e v e r  h e a r d  i t ,  
peop le  t h a t  I 've  spoken t o .  

Q: I see. ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: I t 's  a good way t o  c l o s e  a speech when you are paying a t r i b u t e  t o  
somebody t h a t  h a s  been h a r d  working. And I a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t  poem. Th is  
guy who's o u t  doing h i s  d a i l y  work and t a k i n g  c a r e  of h i s  f e l l o w  man 
is  a darned s i g h t  b e t t e r  b u s i n e s s  t h a n  l o a f i n g .  

Q: T s e e .  ( l a u g h t e r )  Yes, s i r .  

A: Pardon m e  f o r  that. 

Q: Yes. What do you remember of your  t e a c h e r  t h e r e  i n  grade school.? 

A: She i s  s t i l l  a c l i e n t  o f  m i n e .  Well ,  T had two o r  t h r e e  t e a c h e r s .  
I f i r s t  had a M i s s  Adams, who i s  dead,  and t h e n  I had a L u e l l a  Dunkel--- 
who l i v e s  a t  t h i s  Dunkel s t a t i o n  n o r t h  of town, i t  w a s  named a f t e r  her 
fami1.y--and who i s  now about  eighty-seven o r  e i g h t y - e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d ,  
I imagine.  And t h e n ,  I had a Ka ther ine  Klein  who became ill and d i d n ' t  
f i n i s h  o u t  t h e  y e a r ,  and s h e  had a b r o t h e r  t h a t  was a gradua te  of Notre 
Dame and a v e r y  good a t h l e t e ,  but h e  was a d a m  poor  t e a c h e r .  

Q: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: 1 had ranked i n  the  h i g h  t e n  i n  the--you s e e ,  i n  t h o s e  days,  you i l s u  
your s o - c a l l e d  " c e n t r a l "  examinat ion a t  your school,  and t h e n  you took 
your f i n a l  examinat ion i n  t h e  e i g h t h  grade a t  t h e  county seat, and i n  

t h e  seven th  grade, why, I ranked about i n  t h e  First t e n .  I n  t h e  eight-h 
g rade ,  I j u s t  passed.  You had t o  have a 75 grade and I j u s t  g o t  75 and 
my f a t h e r  j u s t  l i k e d  t o  had a f i t  when h e  heard  about t h a t .  



Q: And t h i s  M r .  K le in  was t e a c h i n g  t h a t  y e a r ,  was h e ?  

A: T h i s  b r o t h e r .  

Q: Yes. 

A: He was a t a l l ,  handsome, good a t h l e t e ,  but  h e  d i d n ' t  know a damn-- 
f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  one of t h e  t h i n g s  he d i d ,  he t a u g h t  u s ,  when we was 
f i g u r i n g  t h e  mathematics,  how many b r i c k s  were i n  a b r i c k  w a l l  t h a t  was 
e i g h t  f o o t  l o n g  and two f o o t  wide and f o u r  f o o t  h i g h ,  and h e  d i d n ' t  
a l l o w  f o r  m o r t a r .  

Q: Oh. ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: Dumb bunny. Course, I d i d n ' t  know any b e t t e r  e i t h e r .  

Q: Yes, s i r .  ( l a u g h t e r )  What do you remember of t h e  o t h e r  t e a c h e r s ?  
M i s s  Dunkel, f o r  example? 

A: She was j u s t  a - -a l l  my t e a c h e r s ,  M i s s  K le in  and M i s s  Dunkel and M i s s  
Adams were ,  I t h i n k ,  ve ry  good t e a c h e r s .  We had a funny t h i n g .  You 
s c c ,  back t h e r e  i n  about 1910, an o l d  f e l l o w  d i e d  up a t  Assumption, name 
o f  P h i l i p  Kemmerer, a n d  h c  was v e r y  s e t  i n  h i s  ways and h e  d i d n ' t  ge t  
a l o n g  w i t h  some of h i s  r e l a t i v e s - - t h e  Kemmerers n e v e r  d i d .  And he d i e d  
and he  l e f t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  amount of money t o  b u i l d  a  h o t e l  up a t  
Assumption, c a l l e d  t h e  Hote l  P h i l i p .  And t h e n  he  l e f t  t h e  b a l a n c e  of h i s  
e s t a t e  t o  c o n s t r u c t  an  orphanage,  a  non-sec ta r ian  orphanage,  however t o  
be  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  church.  T h a t ' s  t h e  Kemmerer Home 
now up t h e r e .  And my f a t h e r  was a s c h o o l  d i r e c t o r  and, doggone, t h e y  
s e n t ,  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  from t e n  t o  twenty c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  Dunkel 
s c h o o l ,  which c a s t  an  awful heavy burden on t h a t  d i s t r i c t ,  s e e ?  But 
l a t e r ,  my fa the r - -1  don ' t  know how t h a t  was a r ranged ,  bu t  t h e  l e g i s l a -  
t i o n  p a s s e d  t h a t  p rov ided  t h a t  t h e y  would be s e n t  t o  t h e  Assumption grade 
s c h o o l  o r  pay t u i t i o n  t o  t h e  Dunkel d i s t r i c t .  A t  l e a s t ,  t h e y  q u i t  
going t o  t h e  Dunkel schoo l .  

And t h o s e  c h i l d r e n ,  some of  them, t h e n ,  were r a t h e r  mean. The Kemmerer 
orphanage was s t a r t e d  about 1912, I imagine,  somewhere a l o n g  i n  t h e r e ;  
and,  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I t h i n k  o l d  P h i l i p  Kemmerer d i e d  b e f o r e  1908 o r  
1910 because  t h e y  had a  l o t  of l i t i g a t i o n  f o r  y e a r s ,  t r y i n g  t o  b reak  the  
w i l l .  But i t  i s  a going i n s t i t u t i o n ,  a  v e r y  n i c e  one.  

Q: Yes, 1 saw t h e  s i g n  ou t  t h e r e  a s  I came by. 

A: And I can remember, when t h e y  d e d i c a t e d  t h e  th ing-I  p robab ly  wasn ' t  
o v e r  f i v e  o r  s i x  y e a r s  o ld - -ge t t ing  i n  the s u r r e y - - t h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  means 
o f  t r a v e l  i n  t h o s e  days--and go ing  over  t n  s e e  i t ,  and i t  was a b e a u t i -  

f u l  p l a c e .  O f  course ,  t h e y  had i n d i v i d u a l  w h i t e  meta l  beds  and w h i t e  
c o v e r s  o v e r  t h e  m e t a l ,  maybe it was wood. And I thought  t o  myse l f ,  Wow 
darned l u c k y  t h o s e  k i d s  a re !"  Each had t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  rooms, and t h a t  
was something! ( l a u g h t e r )  



Q: And whi le  you were a t t e n d i n g  grade school ,  t h e s e  ch i ld ren  were i n  
t h a t  school  a l s o ?  

A: Yes. W e  had a l o t  of f i g h t s .  

Q: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  (chuckles)  

A: The k i d s  were rather mean. Our s p o r t s  were, oh, p lay ing  shinny. 
They'd get a tin can and b a t t e r  i t  up good so  i t  was i n  t h e  form of  a  
b a l l ,  and you'd get your own shinny club,  you'd make your own. You'd 
f i n d  a  branch t h a t  was curved, o r  cu t  one out  s o  t h a t  i t  was i n  t h e  form 
of a shinny c lub .  And a b i g  boy by t h e  name of I r v i n  Graham and myself-- 
I wasn't very  b ig ,  I was slender--and then ,  another  boy by t h e  name of 
Dan Ryan, a  neighbor  of ou r s ,  we'd s t and  the rest of t h e  school .  But 
Dan Ryan was j u s t  as f a s t  as t h e  dickens and he could work t h e  b a l l  
around, t h e  t i n  can around t o  m e  o r  Graham. I f  Graham eve r  got t o  hit 
i t ,  he could knock i t  t h e  end of t h e  schoolyard, 1'11 t e l l  you, because 
he  w a s  b i g  and s t rong .  ( l augh te r )  Ryan is s t i l l  l i v i n g ,  l i v e s  up a t  
Decatur. We c a l l e d  Ryan "Frog" because he w a s  f a s t  a s  t h e  d e v i l ,  and a  
l i t t l e  kid. 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  ( l augh te r )  What o t h e r  types  of games d i d  you p l a y  
a t  school  t h e r e ?  

A: Well, we played some baseba l l .  We made our  own b a t s  and . . . but 
i t  was about l i k e  s o f t b a l l ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  We had a he l luva  t i m e  
g e t t i n g  a b a l l .  

Q: Y e s ,  sir. ( laughter)  How f a r  was the  school  from your home? 

A: A bout a  mi le  and a h a l f .  

Q: How d i d  you u s u a l l y  go? 

A: Walked. 

Q: Did you have any problems i n  t h e  w in t e r  when t h e  snow was r a t h e r  
deep? 

A: No. Oh, i f  it  was r e a l  bad, why, our  f o l k s  would come f o r  u s ,  but 
I can remember many, many t i m e s  of walking through a b l i z z a r d  coming 
home, o r  going t o ,  And i n  t hose  days, t h e r e  was a l o t  o f  hedge fences  
and it would d r i f t  three-foot  deep, maybe f o u r ,  a longs ide  the hedge 
fence  and, as t h e  sun come o u t ,  i t  would m e l t  t h e  t op  l a y e r  of  snow and 
then  f r e e z e  and t h a t  would get c r u s t y  and you could walk maybe a 
hundred yards  on t o p  of t h e  snow. Occasional ly ,  you'd hit a bad p l ace  
and you could go i n  up t o  your h i p s .  ( l augh te r )  

Q: Did you have any s p e l l i n g  bees ,  t h a t  type  of a c t i v i t y  i n  . . . 
A: Y e s .  W e  had s p e l l i n g  bees and p i e  s o c i a l s  and, of  course,  you always 



had a  Chris tmas e x e r c i s e ,  and t h e r e  were r e c i t a t i o n s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t ,  o r  maybe p l a y s ,  but  t h e y  d i d n ' t  amount t o  v e r y  much, t h e  p l a y s  
d i d n ' t .  

Q: Do you remember any r e c i t a t i o n s  t h a t  you made a t  t h a t  time? 

A: Yes, b u t  t h a t  would be  s o r t  o f  c h i l d i s h  h e r e .  

Q: Yes. ( l aughs)  Well, I was wondering,  one of t h e  t h i n g s  we a r e  a f t e r  
i s  your e a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  p u b l i c  speak ing ,  o r  d e b a t e ,  o r  . . . 
A: I d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  make any. We had a poem e n t i t l e d  "A Teacher ' s  
Best  F e l l e r . "  It k idded  t h e  t e a c h e r .  And I remember d e l i v e r i n g ,  
l e a r n i n g  and d e l i v e r i n g ,  t h a t ,  but  t h a t  is  j u s t  about i t .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  
t h e  t e a c h e r ,  i n  t h o s e  days ,  s h e  had t o  get  t h e r e  e a r l y ,  b u i l d  h e r  own 
f i r e ,  and bank t h e  s t o v e  a t  n i g h t ,  if s h e  could ,  so  i t  wouldn ' t  be s o  
c o l d  the  n e x t  day. They used c o a l  i n  the stove.  They had an  o l d  s o r t  
of a,  as L r e c a l l ,  p o t - b e l l i e d ,  m a l l e a b l e  i r o n  o r  c a s t - i r o n  s t o v e .  

Q: Yes. J u s t  one i n  . . . 
A: Just one.  

Q: So i t  got a l i t t l e  c h i l l y  i n  some p a r t s  o f  t h e  room, t h e n ,  i n  t h e  
w i n t e r ?  

A: No, it  w a s  e i t h e r  c o l d  o r  h o t t e r  t h a n  t h e  d e v i l ,  v a c i l l a t e  back and 
f o r t h .  

Q: Oh, I s e e .  Y e s ,  s i r .  L e t ' s  s e e  now, you moved on t o  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  
Assumption, t h e n ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: What year w a s  t h a t  now? 

A: r s t a r t e d  h igh  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  fall of 1919 and gradua ted  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  
o r  1.924. 

Q: Which t e a c h e r s  do you remember most from h i g h  s c h o o l ?  

A: Well, n a t u r a l l y  you remember your  f o o t b a l l  coach. That was S.  H. 
VanDyke, and he  is  s t i l l  l i v i n g  over  a t  Champaign, they s a y .  And, the 
s e n i o r  yea r ,  we had j u s t  a darned good s t i r  o f f  o f  a f o o t b a l l  team and 
we b e a t  most e v e r y  t e a m  by 20  p o i n t s ,  and some of them as h igh  as 40. 
We had a f e l l o w  by the  name of Bob Johnson, now dead, who was q u a r t e r -  
back and was a f i f t y - y a r d  dash man, and t h e n  we had Bern ie  Campbell. 
Campbell, he won t h i r d ,  I t h i n k  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  i n  t h e  quar te r -mi le  t h a t  
y e a r ,  and t h e n  we had Bob and C h a r l i e  and T i m  R i l e y ,  and C h a r l i e  R i l e y  
w e n t  t o  S t .  V i a t o r ' s  Col lege and I t h i n k  it i s  now o u t  of b u s i n e s s .  It 
was a C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  up n o r t h  of Kankakee a t  Bourbonnais. And he w a s  



Q: And while  you were a t t end ing  grade school ,  t hese  ch i ld ren  were i n  
that school  a lso?  

A: Yes. W e  had a l o t  of f i g h t s .  

Q: Oh, i s  that r i g h t ?  (chuckles) 

A: The k i d s  w e r e  r a t h e r  mean. Our s p o r t s  were, oh, p lay ing  shinny. 
They'd get a t i n  can and b a t t e r  i t  up good so i t  was i n  t h e  form of a 
b a l l ,  and you'd g e t  your own shinny club, you'd make your own. You'd 
f i n d  a branch t h a t  was curved, o r  c u t  one out so t h a t  i t  was i n  t h e  form 
of a shinny club.  And a b i g  boy by t h e  name of I r v i n  Graham and myself-- 
I wasn't very  b ig ,  I was slender--and then,  another  boy by t h e  name of 
Dan Ryan, a neighbor of ou r s ,  we'd s t and  t h e  rest of t h e  school .  But 
Dan Ryan was j u s t  a s  f a s t  as t h e  dickens and he could work t h e  b a l l  
around, the t i n  can around t o  m e  o r  Graham. I f  Graham ever  got t o  h i t  
i t ,  he could knock i t  t h e  end of the schoolyard, I ' l l  t e l l  you, because 
he was b i g  and strong. ( laughter )  Ryan i s  s t i l l  l i v i n g ,  l i v e s  up a t  
Decacur. We c a l l e d  Ryan "Frog" because he was f a s t  a s  t h e  d e v i l ,  and a 
l i t t l e  k id .  

Q: Is t h a t  right? ( l augh te r )  What: o the r  types  0 2  games did  you p lay  
a t  school  t h e r e ?  

A: Well, we played some baseba l l .  We made our  own b a t s  and . . . but 
i t  was about l i k e  s o f t b a l l ,  something l i k e  t h a t ,  W e  had a he l luva  t ime 
g e t t i n g  a b a l l .  

Q: Yes, sir. ( laughter )  How far  was t h e  school  from your home? 

A: A bout a mile  and a h a l f .  

Q: How d id  you usua l ly  go? 

A: Walked. 

Q: Did you have any problems i n  t h e  win ter  when the  snow was r a t h e r  
deep ? 

A: No. Oh, i f  it was r e a l  bad, why, our  folks would come f o r  u s ,  but 
I can remember many, many t imes of walking through a b l i z z a r d  coming 
home, o r  going t o .  And i n  those days, t h e r e  was a l o t  of  hedge fences 
and it would drift three-foot  deep, maybe fou r ,  a longside t h e  hedge 
fence and, as  t h e  sun come ou t ,  i t  would melt  t h e  top  l a y e r  of snow and 
then  f r e e z e  and t h a t  would get  c rus ty  and you could walk maybe a 
hundred yards  on t o p  of t h e  snow. Occasional ly,  you'd h i t  a bad p l ace  
and you could go i n  up t o  your h i p s .  ( l augh te r )  

Q: Did you have any s p e l l i n g  bees, t h a t  type  of a c t i v i t y  i n  . . . 
A: Yes. W e  had s p e l l i n g  bees and p i e  s o c i a l s  and, of course,  you always 



had a Chris tmas e x e r c i s e ,  and t h e r e  were r e c i t a t i o n s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t ,  o r  maybe p l a y s ,  but t h e y  d i d n ' t  amount t o  v e r y  much, t h e  p l a y s  
d i d n ' t .  

Q: Do you remember any r e c i t a t i o n s  t h a t  you made a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A: Yes, b u t  t h a t  would be s o r t  o f  c h i l d i s h  h e r e .  

Q: Y e s .  ( l aughs)  Well, I w a s  wondering, one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  we are a f t e r  
i s  your e a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  p u b l i c  speak ing ,  o r  d e b a t e ,  o r  . . . 
A: I d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  make any. We had a poem e n t i t l e d  "A Teacher ' s  
Best F e l l e r . "  It k idded  t h e  t e a c h e r .  And I remember d e l i v e r i n g ,  
l e a r n i n g  and d e l i v e r i n g ,  t h a t ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  j u s t  about it. I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  
t h e  t e a c h e r ,  i n  t h o s e  days ,  s h e  had t o  g e t  t h e r e  e a r l y ,  b u i l d  h e r  own 
f i r e ,  and bank t h e  s t o v e  a t  n i g h t ,  i f  s h e  cou ld ,  so  i t  wouldn ' t  be s o  
c o l d  t h e  n e x t  day. They used coal i n  the stove. They had an  o l d  s o r t  
o f  a ,  a s  T r e c a l l ,  p o t - b e l l i e d ,  m a l l e a b l e  i r o n  o r  c a s t - i r o n  s t o v e .  

Q: Yes. J u s t  one i n  . . . 
A: J u s t  one.  

Q: So i t  got  a l i t t l e  c h i l l y  i n  some p a r t s  o f  t h e  room, t h e n ,  i n  t h e  
w i n t e r ?  

A: No, it  was e i t h e r  co ld  o r  h o t t e r  t h a n  t h e  d e v i l ,  v a c i l l a t e  back and 
f o r t h .  

Q: Oh, I s e e .  Yes, s i r .  L e t ' s  s e e  now, yau moved on t o  h igh  s c h o o l  i n  
hssunp t  i o n ,  t h e n ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: What y e a r  was that now? 

A :  T s t a r t e d  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1919  and g radua ted  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  
of l92/c.  

Q: Which teachers do you remember most from h i g h  s c h o o l ?  

A: Well, n a t u r a l l y  you remember your  f o o t b a l l  coach. That was S. H. 
VanDyke, and h e  i s  s t i l l  l i v i n g  over  a t  Champaign, t h e y  say. And, t h e  
s e n i o r  year ,  we had j u s t  a darned good s t i r  o f f  of a f o o t b a l l  t e a m  and 
we beat most e v e r y  team by 20 p o i n t s ,  and some of  t h e m  as h igh  as 40.  
We had a f e l l o w  by t h e  name of Bob Johnson, now dead,  who was q u a r t e r -  
back and w a s  a f i f t y - y a r d  dash man, and t h e n  we had Bern ie  Campbell. 
Campbell, h e  won t h i r d ,  I t h i n k  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  i n  t h e  quar te r -mi le  t h a t  
y e a r ,  and then we had Bob and C h a r l i e  and Tim R i l e y ,  and C h a r l i e  R i l ey  
went t o  S t .  V i a t o r ' s  Col lege  and Z t h i n k  it i s  now o u t  of b u s i n e s s .  It 
was a C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  up n o r t h  o f  Kankakee at  Bourbonnais. And he  w a s  



a h e l l u v a  h a l f b a c k .  He w a s  abou t  a  hundred and two hundred twenty-y a r d  
dash man. And t h e n ,  we had Butch Syber t ,  who p layed  fullback and d i d  
t h e  p a s s i n g  g e n e r a l l y ,  and h e  cou ld  throw a b u l l e t  pass .  We had a 

h e l l u v a  f a s t  team. 

Wc had one boy t h a t  weighed t h r e e  hundred and twenty p o ~ n d s ,  j u s t  t o o  
f a t .  ( l a u g h t e r )  H e ' s  s t i l l  l i v l n g ,  I t h i n k ,  and h e  was t a u g h t  t o ,  when 
t h e  b a l l  was snapped, j u s t  r o l l  o v e r  his s i d e ,  b lock  t h a t  s i d e  o f  t h e  
l i n e ,  p rov ided  we weren ' t  p l a n n i n g  t o  run  up f h a t  s i d e  of t h e  l i n e .  In 
t h o s e  days, a l l  you had was o f f - t a c k l e  smashes and end r u n s .  

I was t h e  s c r u b  end and d i d n ' t  p l a y  very much. B u t  we  won e v e r y  game 
u n t i l  Thanksgiving and came down h e r e  t a  p l a y  Pana and Pana beat us,  I 
t h i n k ,  12 t o  6 .  In s l e e t  and snow and r a i n ,  but Pana had a h e l l u v a  
team. On t h e i r  t e a m ,  rhey  had Butch Nowack who went on t o  I l l i n o i s ,  was 
an all-American,  tackle. And h i s  b r o t h e r  Sandy played end, h e  w a s  a l l -  
Southern Conference,  end. And t h e y  had E v e r e t t  Brown who went t o  
I l l i n o i s .  H e  p layed  the o t h e r  end and g o t  h i s  l e t t e r  up t h e r e .  And 
t h e n ,  t h e y  had Loyal "Scot t ie"  Hinton t h a t  used t o  be s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  
schools  up i n  Sangamon County. He went t o  I l l i n o i s  Col lege and was 
q u i r e  a f u l l b a c k .  Most of- t h e s e  guys a r e  dead. 

Q: Do you remember any p a r t i c u l a r  games? Did you p l a y  d u r i n g  t h a t  game 
w i t h  Pana? 

A: I was i n  f o r  about  two minutes .  

(2: What happened d u r i n g  t h e  two minu tes?  

A: Not much. I dropped a p a s s .  

Q: Oh, you d i d ?  ( l a u g h t e r )  Were t h e r e  o t h e r  s p o r t s ?  

A: Well ,  I w a s  a p o l e  v a u l t e r  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  bu t - -be t t e r  n o t  go i n t o  
tha t .  Assumption--off t h e  r e c o r d .  

(Taping s topped  f o r  an a s i d e ,  then  resumed) 

Q: Where d i d  you go with  t h e  t r a c k  team? 

A: Well, Assumption, t h e y  d i d n ' t  have meets i n  t h o s e  days ,  a l l  we had 
was t h e  county meet. And about  t e n  days b e f o r e  t h e  county meet,  we were 
suspended. The team w a s .  

Q: I see .  

A: Because w c ' d  been p l a y i n g  an i n e l i g i b l e  a t h l e t e  i n  t h e  f o o t b a l l  
season.  But j u s t  one o f  t h e s e  yc.ars, you know, a little county school ,  
Assumption is  a town of  about 1700, bu t  it  j u s t  had t o  stir o f f  a 
h e l l u v a  f o o t b a l l  team. 



Q: T t l l .  be doggoned. 

A:  We had a l l  t h a t  speed.  We passed a l o t ,  end run a l o t .  R i l e y  and 
Bob Johnson was good a t  ramming al: t h e  l i n e  and we had a boy hy t h e  
name of Eke lber ry ,  S id  Ekelber ry ,  p layed h a l f b a c k ,  and he  was good a t  
ramming a t  t h e  l i n e ,  but o u r  s t u f f  was o u t s i d e  speed. We h e a t  
Mont ice l lo  and S h e l b y v i l l e  and . . . 1 don ' t  r e c a l l  about whcther we 
p layed  T a y l o r v i l l e  o r  n o t .  Now, 1. ought t o  t h i n k  about t h a t ,  bu t  1 
j u s t  d o n ' t  remember, and . . . what o t h e r  team d i d  we p l a y ?  Stoning- 
t o n ,  I remember p layed  and 1 don ' t  t h i n k  we p layed  Edinburgh o r  Kinra id .  
We played  about seven games. But had a h e l l u v a  team. 

(2: This  was what? Your s e n i o r  y e a r ?  

A: Yep. 

Q: How about  basketbal-L? Did t h e y  have . . . 
A :  W e  had a  p r e t t y  f a i r  b a s k e t b a l l  team and country  boys were on the 
baske tba l l .  team b u t ,  you see,  count ry  boys ,  we had t o  do chores .  W c  
went home a f t e r  s c h o o l .  We d i d n ' t  have any t h e  t o  p r a c t i c e .  

Q: Oh. Yes. 

A :  You see, as soon a s  s c h o o l  was o u t ,  I headed home. 1 c o u l d n ' t  have 
done a n y t h i n g  i n  b a s k e t b a l l  anyway. I wasn ' t  f a s t .  Rut c i t y  k i d s ,  
t h e y  cou ld  p r a c t i c e  e v e r y  n i g h t  i n  t h e  gym and t h e  b a s k e t h a l l  t e a m s ,  i n  
g e n e r a l ,  was always c i t y  k i d s .  

0: O h ,  L s e e .  Yes. Which c o u r s e s  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  d i d  you l i k e  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y ?  

A: I l i k e d  h i s t o r y .  We had a  M i s s  C a p p e t t i ,  From Chicago, t h a t  t a u g h t  
h i s t o r y ,  American h i s t o r y ,  and she  was--they made a  l o t  o f  fun of h e r  
bu t  s h e  was a h e l l  o f  a  good t e a c h e r .  And t h e n ,  a t e a c h e s  t h a t  meant an 
awful  l o t  t o  me was a  M i s s  B a t t e r t o n .  M i s s  B a t t e r t o n  t a u g h t  math, 
H a r r i e t t  B a t t e r t o n .  I was mischievous .  I was l i k e  a t y p i c a l  coun t ry  
k i d  t h a t  i e l t  t h a t  T w a s  i n f e r i o r ,  as T s a i d ,  and I f i g u r e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  
be one o f  t h e  crowd, I had t o  do something o u t s t a n d i n g ,  and Lo be  
o u t s t a n d i n g  was to be more mischievous  t h a n  soniel~ocly e l s e .  1 got  messed 
up by throwing an  ink b o t t l e  i n  t h e  assembly room one t ime ,  and ~ h c y  had 
a  Miss Kennedy, who was a  t a l l ,  s t r o n g  woman, and she s e n t  me t o  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l ' s  o f f i c e  and,  i n  t h e r e ,  she  s l a p p e d  me hard  and--shc was wrong 
i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  b u t ,  c o l l e c t i v e l y - - s h e  j u s t  l o s t  h e r  temper. She knew 
I was i n  t o  i t ,  b u t  s h e  d i d n ' t  know what p a r t  1 had i n  i t  and, oh,  1 
h a t e d  h e r  l i k e  f u r y .  But she  w a s  a  good g a l .  T d o n ' t  remember what her 
f i r s t  name was b u t ,  a t  any r a t e ,  1 was a f a i r l y  b r i g h t  s t u d e n t  i n  h igh  
s c h o o l  and I go t  a l o n g  i n  math v e r y  w e l l .  

One even ing  a f t e r  s c h o o l ,  t h i s  H a r r i e t t  B a t t e r t o n  calJ .ed  me in--she was 
a t a l l ,  s l e n d e r  woman, a very  charming woman--she c a l l e d  me i n  a f t e r  



c l a s s ,  o r  a f t e r  school ,  and she  j u s t  a t e  my t a i l  ou t  and asked me what 
was I going t o  do, what were my a s p i r a t i o n s .  I n  those  days, 1 wanted t o  
go t o  West Poin t ,  but t h a t  was never pursued. But she t o l d  me t h a t  I had 
a chance of going p laces  and why was I making such a damned f o o l  out of 
myse l f ,  being so  mischievious, and I always remember t h a t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  
i f  anybody helped me s e t t l e  down it  w a s  H a r r i e t t  Bat te r ton .  

Now, h e r e ' s  a funny th ing ,  she came from somewhere on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
Sp r ing f i e ld ,  up about twenty miles  no r th ,  1 forget t h e  name of t h e  p lace ,  
and about f i v e  years  ago my wife w a s  gone somewhere, and I read i n  t h e  
newspaper t h a t  a H a r r i e t t  Ba t t e r ton  had d ied  and was going t o  be bu r i ed  
up at: t h i s  town. So I picked up a  neighbor and his wife ,  an o l d  r e t i r e d  
farmer and an o l d  bachelor  t h e r e ,  and got  i n  t h e  c a r  and went up t o  
Sp r ing f i e ld  and had dinner .  And drove on up t o  t h i s  f u n e r a l  home i n  
t h i s  l i t t l e  small  town. Walked i n  and T regis tered-- they waited out  i n  
t h e  c a r ,  t h e  people going wi th  me--and I walked up t o  t h e  casket  and i t  
wasn't  H a r r i e t t  Bat te r ton!  

Q: Oh. 

A: I then  introduced myself t o  some of t he  r e l a t i v e s  and they  t o l d  me 
t h a t  she had a cousin by the  name of B a r r i e t t  Ba t t e r ton  who had been a 
school  t eache r ,  and t h a t  they 'd l o s t  t r a c k  of h e r  bu t  she  was supposed t o  
be dean of women a t  some co l l ege  out w e s t .  

Q: And t h i s  w a s  your teacher  then? 

A: Yep. Apparently i t  was. 

Q: I see .  

A: Because I j u s t  f e l t  it was my duty t o  go up and pay respect t o  t h a t  
g a l  because she d i d  a  l o t  f o r  me, I th ink .  T loved t h a t  woman, I 
respec ted  her. When s h e  l e f t  Assumption, I l o s t  t r a c k  of he r .  I made 
some i n q u i r i e s  t o  f i n d  out  about h e r ,  but  T never was successfu l .  I 
t h i n k  somewhere along t h e  l i n e  I d id  w r i t e  t o  h e r  . . . someplace, and 
t o l d  h e r  t h a t  I be l ieved  t h a t  I had made a  good c i t i z e n .  A f t e r  I got 
e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Senate,  I wanted t o  brag,  you know. 

Q: 1 see .  ( l augh te r )  

A: But whether T ever  got an answer o r  t he  l e t t e r  came hack, I j u s t  don ' t  
r e c a l l .  But i f  anybody meant a  l o t  t o  m e ,  she  d i d .  She c e r t a i n l y  d id .  

Q: How about your a g r i c u l t u r a l  t eache r  i n  high school? 

A: My a g r i c u l t u r a l  t eache r  was Dale Corzine. He's eighty-four  years  o l d  
and h e ' s  a banker a t  Assumption, good f r i e n d ,  good c l i e n t  of mine, and a 
wonderful m a n .  He had been a  p i l o t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  World War and he taught  
a g r i c u l t u r e  h e r e  i n  Pana f o r  a  year o r  so and then he t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
Assumption and he taught  me an awful l o t .  You s e e ,  t o  be a  lawyer,  i n  



sout l iern  I l l i n o i s ,  you might s a y ,  you've go t  t o  know a  l i t t l e  b i t  about  
everything, bccause y o u ' l l  have a l a w s u i t  i n v o l v i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e  o r  
machinery o r  s o  on,  and i t  g i v e s  you t h e  groundwork f o r  unders tand ing  
what t h e  l a c t s  a r e  i n  most any l a w s u i t  t h a t  comes i n .  

(Taping s topped f o r  t e lephone  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  t h e n  resumed) 

Q: We were t a l k i n g  about  Dale Corzine .  

A:  Dale i s  a  v e r y  honorab le  man, very w e l l  r e s p e c t e d .  Very h o n e s t .  Very 
s u c c e s s f u l ,  I t h i n k ,  i n  a q u i e t  way, n o t  flamboyant i n  any r e g a r d .  He i s  
one of t h e  f i n e s t  men I know. 

Q: Whaf d i d  you s t u d y  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  h igh  s c h o o l ?  

A: Well ,  we had two s e t s  o f  c o u r s e s .  We had a  course  on what t h e y  c a l l  
s o i l s  and c r o p s ,  and t h a t  t a u g h t  u s  f e r t i l i z e r s  and components of t h e  
s o i l ,  and how t o  t e s t  s o i l  and f i n d  o u t  whether  you needed l i m e s t o n e  o r  
phosphate  o r  po tash ,  and c rop  r o t a t i o n s ,  and p l a n t i n g  of a l f a l f a  and 
soybeans and  s o - c a l l e d  legume c rops .  

T h a t ' s  when 1 had my f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  you might say ,  t o  soybeans.  I n  
t h o s e  days ,  soybeans were j u s t  coming o u t  and I can remember when I went 
o v e r  t o  S ton ing ton  t o  where t h e y  were growing. A f e l l o w  by t h e  name of  
H u r r e l b r i n k  developed t h e  H u r r e l b r i n k  bean.  And then,  I t h i n k  wc went 
up t o  Rloomi~igton t o  Funk's Grove and saw how t h e y  handled them, and a l s o  
saw t h e  r a t h e r  c rude  way t h e y  were e x t r a c t i n g  soybean o i l  from beans ,  
which has  grown i n t o  a  tremendous i n d u s t r y  now, of course .  But, i n  t h o s e  
days ,  nobody had soybeans.  My f a t h e r  got i n t o  t h e  bus iness .  H e  p l a n t e d  
t h c t n  i n  rows two and a  h a l l  I o o t  wide and i f  you had a y i e l d  of 20 bushe l ,  
why, you had a h e l l  of a y i e l d .  

Q: I ' l l  be  darned.  

A: Nowadays, t h e s e  fa rmers  g e t  up t o  50, maybe 60, bushe l  pe r  a c r e .  

Q: Did h e  s t a r t  growing them soon a f t e r  you . . . 
A: They were slow coming i n t o  t h e i r  own. It was probably  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
y e a r s  b e f o r e  anybody--I t h i n k  probably  my f a t h e r  was one of t h e  f i r s t  t o  
grow soybcans up i n  t h e r e ,  a l though  1 t h i n k  Corzines  d id .  H i s  was an  
o l d  f a m i l y  and t h e y  had s u b s t a n t i a l  l a n d  owning i n t e r e s t s .  

Q: And s o  you had s o i l s  and c rops  . . . 
A: The o t h e r  course  was farm mechanics and i n  t h a t ,  why, we learned how 
t o  t e a r  down and r e p a i r  and r e f u r b i s h  eng ines  and b i n d e r s  and plows and 
d i s c s .  That was b e f o r e  t h e  day of combines, and t h e r e  weren ' t  t o o  many 
c a r s .  We l e a r n e d  how a two-cycle and a  four -cyc le  eng ine  o p e r a t e s  and 
how t o  t ime  them and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  It was a  darned good course  f o r  
a c o u n t r y  k i d .  



Q: Did t h e y  have t h e i r  own equipment t o  work on, o r  d i d  they--did you 
b r i n g  i t  i n  . . . 
A: No. Now, some fa rmers  would b r i n g  i n  equipment and l e t  us  work on 
i t ,  They might w a n t  a gas eng ine  f i x e d  up and b r i n g  i t  i n  t h e r e  s o  t h e  
c lass - - I  t h i n k  probably  I may have had my dad b r i n g  a gas engine,  i n .  And 
some cng ines ,  you know, would go "Pop!" and t h e n  make about  f i v e  o r  
s i x  r e v o l u t i o n s  and t h e n  pap aga in  and o t h e r s  would go "Pop-pop-pop-pop- 
pop-pop-pop." I l e a r n e d  q u i r e  a b i t ,  i t  was a h e l l  o f  a good t h i n g .  A 
good c l a s s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

Q: Think i t  was a good course .  

A: Y e s .  

Q: Are they  s t i l l  t e a c h i n g  a g r i c u l . t u r e  i n  high school. there? 

A: Yes. Pana h a s  bccn o f f  and on. Pana h a s  a p r e t t y  good a g r i c u l t u r e  
c l a s s  now. 

0: What o the r  c o u r s e s  i n  h igh  s c h o o l  . . . 
A :  Wcll ,  you took  p h y s i c s  and chemis t ry .  Chemistry,  T loved  chemis t ry .  
T l i k e d  p h y s i c s .  I was s t r a i g h t  A i n  chemis t ry  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  and col-  
l e g e .  I was p r e t t y  w e l l  bent  f o r  t h a t ,  Z b e l i e v e .  

Q :  tiow about  a c i v i c s  c o u r s e ?  Did you have a course  i n  c i v i c s ?  

A: Yes, we had a course  i n  c i v i c s ,  

Q: What was it l i k e ?  Did i t  t e a c h  you any th ing  rea l ly?  

A: Very i n t e r e s t i n g ,  bu t  I p r e t t y  wel l - -my fami ly ,  t h e  t h i n g  we might 
have missed t h a t  he lped  a loL, I w a s  always an  a v i d  r e a d e r  and back 
t h e r e ,  e v e r  s i n c e  1 can remember, we took t h e  Youth 's  Companion, t h e  
Saturday Evening Pos t  and t h e  L a d i e s '  Home Journa l .  W e  always had -------- Pup 

Nationa l  Geographic,  L guess  fram 1900 on. When f a t h e r  d i e d ,  1: don ' t  
- - 
know what became o f  a l l .  t h o s e  because ,  i n  o u r  l i b r a r y ,  why we had j u s t  a 
whole bookshelf  o f  Na t iona l  G e o g r a ~ h i c s ,  r a t h e r  p r i z e d  thcm. --- 

Q: Did you have a l i b r a r y  i n  your home? 

A :  A f a i r l y  decent  l i b r a r y .  Encyclopedias,  d i c t i o n a r y ,  and q u i r e  a few 
h i s t o r i c a l  s t u f f .  Bonks l i k e  --- Jolmstown Plood and I t h l n k  The Bui ld ing  o f  --- 

t h e  Panama Canal and l ives  of Linco7n and Washington and McKinley and -- 
J e f f e r s o n .  I d o n ' t  know, I s a y  I developed t h e  h a b i t  of going t o  t h e  
Assumption l i b r a r y ,  which was f a i r l y  good. It was i n  t h i s  h o t e l  t h a t  
t h i s  o l d  P h i l i p  8. Kemmerer b u i l t  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  Assumption, and I would 
ge t  a book every  o t h e r  n i g h t  and I ' d  read  a book i n  two days. Course now, 
I skipped through a l o t  of i t ,  b u t  1 always c a r r i e d  a sadd lebag  o r  a 
sack  on my s a d d l e  and every  o t h e r  n i g h t  I w o u l d  go t o  t h a t  l i b r a r y  a f t e r  



school ,  o r  some t ime,  and I th ink  1 ' ve  read every Zane Grey book t h a t  was 
eve r  put o u t ,  and loved i t .  It was i n  t h i s  magazine, maybe I d i d n ' t  
mention i t ,  the  Country Gentleman . . . 
Q: No, you hadn' t  mentioned it. 

A: And I mentioned previous ly  about t h i s  newspaper t h a t  had t h e  c l ipp ing  
about my f a t h e r  s e l l i n g  sheep a t  a high p r i c e .  That was t h e  Drover 's 
Journal .  

Q: Oh, i n s t e a d  of t h e  Stockyard Jou rna l ,  I see .  

A: Yes. You see ,  you z i p  r i g h t  a long and you t h i n k  o f  t h i n g s  you've s a i d  
cha t  you weren't  q u i t e  co r r ec t  on t h a t .  

Q: Y e s .  ( l aughter )  So you read ex tens ive ly .  Did you read  newspapers 
very much? 

A: Y e s .  We d i d n ' t  t a k e  a  d a i l y  paper,  I j u s t  don ' t  r e c a l l  we ever d id .  
We always got t he  Drover 's Journa l  every day, t h a t  came out  of Chicago. 
O f  course,  t h e r e  wasn't  any Sunday e d i t i o n  o r  Saturday ed i t ion- - i f  t h e r e  
would be a Saturday, t h e r e  wouldn't be a Monday--and they 'd  have the  
week's markets,  and t h a t  had q u i t e  a b i t  of news. It looked, i n  genera l  
set-up, l i k e  the Wall S t r e e t  Journa l  does now, but  i t  was a fairly--must 
have been t e n  o r  twelve pages of i t ,  I mean shee t s .  It was a  r egu la r  
newspaper s i z e .  I don't  t h i n k  i t  had any comics i n  i t ,  but  then  I th ink  
somewhere along t h e r e ,  probably, I don' t  know, I th ink  we probably took 
t h e  Decatur paper and, of course,  you took t h e  Assumption paper .  

Q: Was i t  a weekly o r  . . . 
A: Yes 
paper ,  
school  

. A weekly. The Decatur paper,  t h e  Decatur Review, was a  d a i l y  
but  I can ' t  r e c a l l  ever  having t h a t  u n t i l  probably I was i n  h igh  
. La te r  on. I j u s t  don ' t  t h ink  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  But my family were 

readers .  You see ,  you l e a r n  a darned s i g h t  more good English reading  a  
magazine o r  book than you w i l l  s tudying English. That ' s  my theory  about 
it. 

Q: I f  you read ex tens ive ly ,  yes .  (pause) Do you recall  any of t h e  s o c i a l  
l i f e  during high school  yea r s?  

A: M r .  Waggoner, I never had a  da t e  u n t i l  t h e  jun ior -sen ior  b a l l  o r  prom 
o r  whatever i t  was. 

Q: Where was t h a t  he ld?  

A: That was he ld  a t  t h e  high school ,  every sp r ing ,  f o r  t h e  jun io r  and 
s e n i o r  . . . I don' t  t h i n k  I went t o  t h e  jun ior -sen ior  b a l l .  I went t o  
t h e  s e n i o r  b a l l ,  and I was, no--1 probably d id  go t o  t h e  jun io r  and sen io r  
b a l l  because I can remember going t o  one of them, went wi th  Matilda 
Finnegan. I don't  t h i n k  I had f i v e  da t e s  i n  high school ,  t e n  a t  t h e  most. 



We were c o u n t r y  k i d s .  

Q: Yes, s i r .  

A :  Didn ' t  have any money, p a r t i c u l a r l y .  My f o l k s  w e r e n ' t  poor  people .  
They were p rosperous .  My f a t h e r  w a s  a  p rosperous  farmer  b u t ,  a l o n g  t h a t  
same s u b j e c t ,  my fami ly  were c o n s e r v a t i v e  and Chris tmas,  why you'd have 
candy, o ranges ,  b u t  as f a r  as Chris tmas g i f t s ,  roys,  1 c a n ' t  e v e r  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  remember a t o y  I e v e r  had.  Now--the o n l y  t h i n g  I can 
remember--at Chr is tmas,  T would g e t  a new wool f l e e c e  mackinaw o r  a p a i r  
o f  b o o t s ,  h igh- laced boo ts .  Remember one y e a r  I g o t  a Remington .22  
r e p e a t i n g  r i f l e ,  and we had a t  t h e  s o u t h  end  of o u r  house an o r c h a r d  w i t h  
a b r i a r  p a t c h  i n  i t ,  r a s p b e r r y ,  b l a c k b e r r y  p a t c h ,  and d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r ,  
t h e  r a b b i t s  would come up t h e r e  . . . 

SESSLON 2,  TAPE 3 ,  SIDE 2 

Q: And you s a y  you'd go o u t  e v e r y  day and g e t  a r a b b i t  i n  the b r i a r  
patch? 

A: Y e s .  Maybe one o r  two and, o f  c o u r s e ,  w i t h  a r i f l e ,  you had t o  c a t c h  
them s e t t i n ' ,  and i f  you s c a r e d  them up, why, t h e y  would run ,  maybe, 
f i f t y  f o o t  away and s t o p  and t h a t ' s  when you'd--maybe you'd c a t c h  them 
s e t t i n ' .  I f  t h e y  went o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h e  c o r n s t a l k s  o r  meadows, 
why, you'd t r y  t o  c a t c h  them s e t t i n g  bccause  i f  you d i d n ' t  c a t c h  them 
s e t t i n g ,  t h e y ' d  t a k e  o f f  and t h e y ' d  be  a hundred y a r d s  away and t h a t ' s  
t o o  f a r  t o  h i t  them w i t h  a r i f l e .  

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I w a s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  any o t h e r  coun t ry  k i d ,  but  I developed 
a s o r t  of a s i x t h  sense about  where a r a b b i t  would be .  1 can remember, 
when I was probably  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o l d ,  of going h u n t i n g  w i t h  t h e  banker 
h e r e ,  and t h e  lumberman, and we had sho tguns  t h e n ,  b u t  I ' d  be  walking 
a l o n g  and I ' d  s a y  "Hey! Jim--" J i m  C la rk ,  he  was p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  F i r s t  
N a t i o n a l  Bank, v e r y  good f r i e n d  of mine, a l though  he  i s  a mean Republican.  
( l a u g h t e r )  And I would s a y ,  " J i m ,  t h e r e ' s  a r a b b i t  s e t t i n '  t h e r e  about  
twenty f o o t  i n  f r o n t  of you," o r ,  "Bey, R e x , "  R e x  S e i l e r ,  he r a n  t h e  lum- 
ber  company. And t h e y  would marvel and s a y ,  "How t h e  d ickens  can you s e e  
them?" They w e r e  c i t y  boys,  s e e .  Well, I j u s t  knew where t h e y ' d  be 
s i t t i n g ,  p r e t t y  much. ( l a u g h t e r )  

But, a t  any r a t e ,  when I was a k i d ,  I used t o  kill one o r  two r a b b i ~ s  
e a c h  morning and as soon as you d i d ,  why, you would p u l l  the head o f f  
and t h e n  skin them and take o u t  t h e  i n t e s t i n e s ,  w e  ca l led  it "gut: 
them," and hang them up by t h e  two h i n d  l e g s  and l e t  them freeze. And 
then  I ' d  take them i n  t o  Assumption t o  t h e  b u t c h e r  shop and s e l l  them. 
I t h i n k  I ' d  g e t  20C a r a b b i t .  T h a t ' s  where I go t  some spending money. 
( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: And d i d  you hunt  f o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  s i r ,  a t  t h a t  t ime?  



A: No-o. T r i e d  t r a p p i n g  some. My b r o t h e r  would t r a p .  W e  had a l a r g e  
d r a i n a g e  d i t c h  t h a t  went th rough  o u r  farm, i n  s o r t  oi a moon-shaped way, 
and my b r o t h e r  would c a t c h  skunk o r  muskrats .  He'd c a t c h  skunk anywhere 
a l o n g  t h e  ditch--not p a r t i c u l a r l y  anywhere--but muskrat  and . . . t h a t  i s  
about  a l l  he caught .  

You s e e ,  muskrat  would go o u t  i n  t h e  c o r n f i e l d s  and--occasional ly ,  
you'd m i s s  a n  e a r  when you were shucking corn ,  and t h o s e  muskrats  would 
c a r r y  t h a t  ear o v e r  t o  t h e  d i t c h  bank and dump i t  i n  t h e r e  i n  a p l l e  
undernea th  t h e  s u r f a c e  of  t h e  s t ream.  The d i t c h  wasn't very deep,  oh, 
probably  deepes t  i t  was w a s  two f e e t .  That i s  i n  o r d i n a r y  t i m e s .  Maybe 
t h r e e  i n  p l a c e s .  But t h e  muskrats would b u i l d  a s l i d e  and start up on 
t h e  bank maybe t h r e e  o r  f o u r  f e e t  from t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  wa te r ,  and i t  
was s l i c k ,  and t h e y ' d  g e t  t o  t h a t  s l i d e  and went "zing" r i g h t  down i n t o  
t h e  w a t e r .  So, t h e  o n l y  way you could  c a t c h  a muskrat  was you'd 
ge t  your  t r a p  and pu t  i n  a s t a k e  t h a t  w a s  under  wa te r .  You'd have t o  
d r i v e  t h a t  s t a k e  i n  t h e r e  and a short: cha in  hooked on t h e  t r a p ,  and s e t  
your  t r a p .  You set t h a t  t r a p  about two i n c h e s  under w a t e r  and t h a t  
muskrat  would come s l i d i n g  down t h a t  t h i n g ,  and "bing" he 'd  h i t  t h e  
wa te r  and h i t  t h e  t r a p  and--but t h a t  was an ar t .  I n e v e r  caught ,  oh, 
w e l l ,  maybe one o r  two muskrat  i n  my l i f e .  

Q: And your b r o t h e r  d i d  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h a t ?  

A: Oh, yes. He'd s k i n  t h e  t h i n g s  and t h e n  he 'd  p u t  them on a p i e c e  o f  
wood, t h i n  wood frame, w i t h  t h e  h a i r  i n s i d e  and t h e  s k i n  o u t s i d e .  And 
then ,  towards  s p r i n g ,  why, he would t a k e  a l l  t h o s e  drked h i d e s  and some 
f e l l o w  would come around and buy your  s t u f f .  I t h i n k  maybe you'd g e t  
$2.00 o r  something l i k e  t h a t  f o r  a muskrat  h i d e .  

Q: How many would your b r o t h e r  s e l l  i n  a y e a r ,  u s u a l l y ?  

A: Oh, I would imagine 10. T h a t ' s  j u s t  a gyess .  Now, skunks,  why, you 
never  wanted t o  c a t c h  a skunk u n l e s s  it was darned n e a r  p u r e  b lack .  You 
see ,  ii t h e  skunk had a w h i t e  s t r e a k  down i t s  back,  t h e  h i d e  d i d n ' t  s e l l  
very good. 

Q: Oh, I s e e .  

A: I ' d  t r a p  f o r  skunks, but a f t e r  you caught them, what t h e  he11 would 
you do w i t h  them? They'd smel l  up t h e  whole premises  and, i f  you e v e r  
g o t  i n  t h e r e  and weren ' t  c a r e f u l ,  you'd ge t  t h e  s m e l l  on you and t h e  k i d s  
around h igh  s c h o o l  d i d n ' t  l i k e  you. ( l a u g h t e r )  

0: I ' v e  had t h a t  exper ience .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

A: 1: t h i n k  I caught  one skunk and t h a t  was j u s t  t h e  damnedest mess, I 
don" t h i n k  I: e v e r  t r i e d  i t  a g a i n ,  (Laughter)  

Q: Yes, sir. (pause) L e t ' s  s e e .  Now, you rode horseback t o  s c h o o l ,  
then ,  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  two y e a r s ,  1 b e l i e v e .  



A: Yep. 

Q: Did t h e y  have a s t a b l e  t h e r e  a t  t h e  . . . 
A: Y e s .  T first l e f t  my h o r s e  at . . . an o l d  l a d y ' s  ba rn  i n  Assumption 
and I c a n ' t  remember t h e  namc. I a l s o  r e n t e d  a s t a l l  t h e r e  and t h e n ,  
I t h i n k  t h e  l a s t  y e a r ,  t h e y  had what t h e y  ca l l ed  a l i v e r y  s tab le  and 1 
would keep my h o r s e  i n  t h e r e .  

Q: Was i t  prov ided  by t h e  school. ,  was i t ,  o r  . . . 
A: No. Oh, no.  Downtown. And 1 ought t o  t h i n k  o f  t ha t  name because  
one o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  was a v e r y  prominent lawyer  up i n  Chicago. I 
don ' t  know whether  t h a t  w i l l  come t o  me. I1 i t :  does ,  I ' l l  f i t  it in .  

Q: A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

A: DeWolf! 

A: IkWolf .  Yes. UeWolf L ivery  S t a b l e .  

Q: And w h a t  was t h e  l a w y e r ' s  name? 

A: H i s  name was DeWolf, but  1 c a n ' t  remember h i s  f i r s t  name. H e  was a 
r a t h e r  prominent lawyer  and weal thy lawyer  i n  Chicago. 

Q: You s a y  you were i n  one o r  two p l a y s  t h e r e .  Was there a debate  
team i n  h igh  s c h o o l ?  

A: In  a minor way. 

Q: Did you p a r t i c i p a t e ?  

A: Darned l i t t l e .  T was a  s o r t  o f  a l e a d  i n  the s e n i o r  c l a s s  p l a y .  

(2: Oh, YOU were? What was t h e  p l a y ?  U o  you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A: I know i t s  name was--I d e p i c t e d  an onery ,  probably  f i f t e e n  y e a r  o l d  
boy, and my name was Bub Dusenberry. ( l a u g h t e r )  1 may be ab l e  t:o f i n d  
t h a t  o u t  o f  an  o l d  annua l .  1 should dig one o f  chose o u t ,  

Q: Ycs. (pause)  And your s o c i a l  l i f e  was r a t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d .  What 
about  Saturday n i g h t s ?  Did  you u s u a l l y  go t o  town on Sa turday  n i g h t s ?  

A: Very r a r e l y .  Oh,  d u r i n g  t h e  stlmmcr, they 'd  have band c o n c e r t s  i n  
Assumption. Assumption i s  a s m a l l  town, i t  h a s  about a th ree -b lock  
b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  on one s i d e  of t h e  main s t r e e t .  The o t h e r  s i d e  i s  t h e  
I l l i n o i s  C e n t r a l  Rail.road r i g h t - 0 1  way. And everybody went t o  town on 



Thursday n igh t  t o  the  band concert .  

Q: Oh, on Thursday n i g h t ?  

A: Yes. And we would--my fol.ks, they  would work t i l l  s i x  o 'c lock and by 
t h e  time you had supper and you got cleaned up, why, i t  would be seven- 
t h i r t y ,  a t  which time the  band was p lay ing  and, by t h e  t ime you go t  up 
there, why, every parking place on Main S t r e e t  w a s  taken,  bu t  we always 
laughed about i t .  Some g i r l s ,  people who had g i r l s ,  they  would park i n  
t h e r e  a t  seven o 'c lock  r i g h t  on t h e  main drag and then  t h e  g i r l s  would 
ge t  out  and walk up and down the  s t r e e t ,  back and Eorth, back and f o r t h .  
But, by t h e  time I got t h e r e ,  we never had a  p l ace  t o  park our  c a r  w i th in  
a h a l f  a block of Main S t r e e t .  ( laughter )  

Q: Was it a  good band? 

A: How would I know? I thought it  w a s .  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  a l o c a l  band. 

Q: You d i d n ' t  p lay  i n  i t ,  I guess,  then?  

A: I never had any musical a b i l i t y  whatsoever. 

Q: Oh, you d i d n ' t  take any music i n  high school  a t  a l l ?  

A: They d i d n ' t  have it i n  high school .  

Q: Oh, they  d i d n ' t ?  I see.  

A: My s i s t e r s  took music l e s sons .  

Q: Piano, was i t ?  

A: Yep, piano. 

Q: Did you have a  piano i n  t h e  home? 

A: Yes, we had a Mason Hamlin. Tt was a very  n i c e  piano. It was an 
up r igh t .  

Q: But you d idn ' t  t ake  any l e s sons  on i t  your se l f ?  

h: No. I have no more musical a b i l i t y  than--can't read a note.  (laugh- 
t e r )  

Q: Was your mother a good s inge r?  

A: No. And my s i s te rs - -wel l ,  my s is ters--one of my s i s t e r s  married t h i s  
preacher  and chapla in ,  Colonel Wilson, and was, I th ink ,  a f a i r l y  decent 
s i n g e r .  But wi th  that--oh, they  could p l ay  t h e  piano but no t  too  good, I 
don ' t  t h ink .  



Q: Could you d e s c r i b e  wl1a.L Assumption was l i k e  about t h e  t ime  o f  your  
h i g h  s c h o o l  y e a r s .  You s a i d  t h e  main s t r e e t  was s t o r e s  on one s i d e  and 
t h e  Illinois C e n t r a l  on t h e  o t h e r  . . . 
A: Y e s .  Well, s t a r t i n g  on t h e  n o r t h  end, t h e y  had t h e  H u f f e r ' s  g rocery  
s t o r e  and t h e n  t h e r e  was a  gap and t h e n  t h c r e  was t h e  f u n e r a l  p a r l o r ,  
which was i n  a b u s i n e s s  b u i l d t n g ,  S h a f e r  and P i t z e r .  Then, Sam P i c k e r  
had a  c l o t h i n g  s t o r e ,  and t h e n  you go t  t o  t h e  c o r n e r  where t h e  I l l i n o i s  
S t a t e  Bank was. It went broke i n  1930. And a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  was, as I 
r e c a l l ,  Lambert 's  c l o t h i n g  s t o r e  and t h e n  t h e y  had t h e  t h e a t e r ,  t h e  
Assumption p i c t u r e  show, about  t h e r e .  And t h e n  t h e y  had a  Jewel ry  s t o r e  
and t h e n  maybe a r e s t a u r a n t  o r  two and t h e n  t h e y  had t h e  Char ley Owens 
hardware s t o r e ,  and Char ley Owens w a s  a merchant these--1 s e t t l e d  h i s  
e s t a t e ,  one of t h e  f i n e s t  f e l l o w s  t h e r e  e v e r  was. Whenever you went i n ,  
he  made you t h i n k  yo11 were somebody, c a l l e d  you by your  f i r s t  name, even 
though you might be i n  t h c r e  a fifteen-year-old boy, o r  a twelve-year-old 
boy, want ing  t o  buy some n a i l s  o r  s t a p l e s  Lo p u t  w i r e  fence  on,  o r  
hardware,  f a t h e r  would send me i n  t o  g e t  s t u f f .  But h e  always ~ r e a t e d  me 
l i k e  I was one o f  h i s  f a v o r i t e  customers .  You know you l e a r n  t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t .  R e  n i c e  t o  a  k i d  because  he will remember t h a ~ .  

Q: Y e s ,  sir. 

A: And t h e n ,  on t h e  c o m e r ,  was t h e  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank, o f  which Dale 
C o r z i n e ' s  u n c l e  was p r e s i d e n t ,  and a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  was Kamsey's 
department s t o r e ,  t h e n  a t a v e r n .  They c a l l e d  a  t a v e r n  a sa loon  i n  t h o s e  
days.  Oh down f u r t h e r ,  we had a g rocery  sLore  o r  so .  

And t h e n ,  a l o n g  i n  t h e r e ,  t h e y  had t h e  P r a i r i e  S t a t e  Tr ibune,  t h a t  was 
t h e  week.ly newspaper. And t h e n  t h e y  had t h e  M i t c h e l l  & Abel lumber ya rd  
and t h e n  t h e  DeWolf l i v e r y  s t a b l e  and t h e n  t h e y  had a n o t h e r  g r o c e r y  s t o r e ,  
as I r e c a l l ,  and t h e  c i t y  h a l l  was t h e r e .  And down on t h e  c o r n e r ,  1 
t h i n k ,  t h e y  had Galerno and Domas's g rocery  s t o r e .  T h a t ' s  p r e t t y  much-- 
I ' v e  missed a few i n  t h e r e ,  bu t  . . . And t h e n ,  on down from t h a t ,  t h e y  
had t h e  g r a i n  e l e v a t o r .  One e x c e p t i o n ,  i n  t h a t  t h t r d  b lock ,  t h e y  had che 
Farmers '  Grain  Company, which s a t  on t h e  r a i l r o a d  right-of-way a c r o s s  
t h e  s t r e e t .  A t  t h e  end of t h e  s t r e e t ,  t h e y  had a n o t h e r  g r a i n  company 
t h a t  was owned by t h e  Corz ines ,  I t h i n k ,  n r  Corzine  a f f i l i a t e s .  

F u r t h e r  on s o u t h ,  t h e y  had t h e  c o a l  mine, t h e  o f f i c e  t h e r e .  You s e e ,  a t  
T a y l o r v i l l e  t h e y  had a  c o a l  mine t h a t  t h e  seam i s  n o t  o v e r  t h r e e  hundred 
feet below t h e  s u r f a c e ,  n o t  t h a c  much, and t h e n ,  a t  Pana, t h e  c o a l  mine 
was between 750 and 800 f o o t  deep. bu t  Assumption, t h e y  had a  c o a l  mine 
t h a t  was b e t t e r  than  a  thousand f o o t  deep. One o f  t h e  deepes t  c o a l  mines 
i n  the  s tate.  The s e a m  wasn' t  o v e r  f o u r  f o o t  t h i c k ,  but t h e  c o a l  was 
more a n t h r a c i t  t h a n  bi tuminous.  The c o a l  Irom t h e s e  o t h e r  towns, when 
burned,  l e f t  q u i t e  a b i t  of c l i n k e r s ,  because  t h c r e  was a l o t  o f  s t o n e  
i n  i t .  But t h e  Assumption c o a l  was P r e t t y  darned good hard  c o a l .  

I remember, some t ime  when I was i n  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  my f a t h e r  and I, and 



perhaps  some o t h e r  peop le ,  went down i n  t h e  Assumption c o a l  mine, and i t  
was v e r y ,  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  a count ry  boy like me. And you'd s e e  t h e s e  
miners  s q u a t t e d  down an  t h e i r  knees ,  ch ipp ing  s ideways,  ch ipp ing  c o a l  o u t  
of t h e  seam and b o r i n g  h o l e s  and p u t t i n g  i n  t h e i r  charges .  In  t h o s e  
days ,  t h e y  used b l a c k  powder t o  b reak  t h e  c o a l  o u t .  But o v e r  i n  Taylor-  
v i l l e ,  t h e y  had about  a n  e i g h t  f o o t  seam, maybe t e n  i n  p l a c e s ,  t h e y  t e l l  
m e .  And, a t  Centralia--where,  w h i l e  i n  t h e  Sena te ,  I w a s  on a commission 
t o  k n v ~ s t i g a t e  Che mine d i s a s t e r - - I  t h i n k  t h e y  had about a n  e i g h t - f o o t  
seam. Pana had about  a s i x  t o  seven-foot seam, may have gone e i g h t  f e e t  
i n  p l a c e s .  But t h e  b e s t  c o a l  mines f o r  commercial purposes  were o v e r  a t  
T a y l o r v i l l e  where t h e y  had o n l y  about 300 f e e t  down and t h e y  had a  b i g  
working f a c e ,  t h e y  c a l l  i t .  

Q: What were t h e y  using--mules i n  t h e  mines? 

A: They  were u s i n g  mules. And h e r e  i s  a darned c o a l  mine where t h e  
seam i s n ' t  o v e r  f o u r  f o o t  deep,  t h i c k ,  and t h e s e  c o a l  miners ,  none o f  
them could s t a n d  erect.  They had t o  do t h e i r  p i c k i n g  and s h o v e l i n g  on 
t h e i r  knees ,  o r  a l l  ben t  over. I can remember t h a t .  Those guys would 
g e t  down on t h e i r  knees  and bend o v e r  l i k e  t h a t ,  and t h e  mules t h a t  t h e y  
used,  t h e y  were b u r r o s  I guess ,  because a t  l e a s t  t h e y  weren ' t  o v e r  t h r e e  
and a h a l f  f e e t  h igh .  W e l l ,  t h e y  had t h e i r  e a r s  l a i d  hack because  t h e i r  
e a r s  would h i t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s e a m .  

Q: And what were your  f e e l i n g s  when you went down i n  t h e  mine? 

A: My f e e l i n g  was t h a t  I j u s t  didn't: e v e r  want t o  be a c o a l  miner.  
( l a u g h t e r ]  Off t h e  record--pardon me f o r  wandering.  

(Taping s topped  f o r  a r e l a t e d  a s i d e ,  t h e n  resumed) 

Q: L e t ' s  s e e ,  on t h e  h i g h  school  now, do you r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  
e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  your memory dur ing  t h o s e  h igh  s c h o o l  y e a r s ?  

A:  (pause)  Not p a r t i c u l a r l y .  I wasn ' t ,  I wasn ' t  what you might s a y  one 
of t h e  gang. I wasn ' t  a  c i t y  k i d .  (pause)  1 was n e v e r  a good a t h l e t e ,  
I was a f a i r l y  decent  h igh  school  p o l e - v a u l t e r .  I po le -vau l ted  f o r  
Wesleyan, b u t  never  d i d  win anyt l i tng b e t t e r  t h a n  a t h i r d  p l a c e .  1 was 
t h e  b e s t  Wesleyan had,  bu t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have no th ing .  So,  w e  would have 
a d u a l  meet w i t h  Eureka o r  M i l l i k i n  o r  something,  I ' d  p ick  up a t h i r d  
u c c a s i o n a l l y ,  but t h e y  o n l y  had two M i l l i k i n  men a g a i n s t  two Wesleyan 
men and 1 was t h e  b e s t  Wesleyan had.  

Q :  I see. (pause) A l l  r i g h t .  1 f a i l e d  t o  a s k  about t h e  c i v i c s  course  
i n  h igh  school .  

A: I loved  c i v i c s .  

Q: What k i n d  01 course  was i t ?  Was i t  on t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  o r  d i d  t h e y  
g ive  you any i d e a  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  of p o l i t i c s ?  














































































































































