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Preface 

T h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  John W. F r i b l e y ' s  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  I l l i n o i s  S e n a t c  i s  
a product  o f  t h e  I l l i n o i s  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ' s  Genera l  Assembly O r a l  
H i s t o r y  Program. The o r a l  h i s t o r y  t e c h n i q u e  adds  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  new 
dimension t o  t h e  c o u n c i l ' s  s t a t u t o r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  performing 
r e s e a r c h  and co l . l ec t in#  i n f o r m a t i o n  concern ing  t h e  government o f  t h e  
s t a t e .  

John W.  F r i b l e y  was born on a f a rm n e a r  Assumption, I l l i n o i s ,  i n  1906.  
The s t o r y  o f  his youth  i s  t y p i c a l  of  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s  farm l i f e  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  Lwo decades  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  F i r s t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  
medic ine ,  he t u r n e d  t o  law d u r i n g  h i s  second c o l l c g c  y e a r  a t  I l l i n o i s  
Wesleyan U n i v e r s i t y .  When t h c  l a w  school  was d i s c o n t i n u e d ,  h e  t r a n s -  
f e r r e d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of l l l i n o i s  where h e  a t t a i n e d  h i s  l a w  degree  i n  
1930.  Upon admiss ion t o  t h e  I l l i n o i s  b a r ,  he  s t a r t e d  p r a c t i c e  i n  Pana,  
I l l i n o i s .  I n  1931, he  m a r r j e d  Marian LiCt lc of  t h a t  community. 

M r .  F r i b l c y ' s  f i r s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c s  o c c u r r e d  w h i l e  h e  was a stu(1ent 
a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  T l l i n o i s .  The e x p e r i e n c e  launched h i s  l i f e l o n g  
p o l i t i c a l  involvement a s  a  Lkmocrat, c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  s o l i d  Republ ican 
background of  h i s  fami1.y. He w a s  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Senate t o  f i l l  t h e  
vacancy caused by t h e  d e a t h  o f  S e n a t o r  C l i f l o r d  3.  Vogelsang i n  1934 and 
con t inued  t o  s e r v e  u n t i l  d e f e a t e d  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  i n  1952. 

Mr. F r i b l e y ' s  major l e g i s l a t i v e  achievcmenLs were i n  t h e  f i e l d s  of 
t r a n s p o r t a t  i o n ,  o i l  and g a s  r e g u l a t i o n  and mine s a f c t  y .  H i s  memoir, 
w h i l e  focus ing  on such l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r anges  o v e r  a g r e a t  many o t h e r  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  p e r s o n a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s u b j e c t s .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  inForrnat ive 
a r e  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  Chicago-downstate and Chicago M a y o r - I l l i n o i s  
Governor r e l a t i o n s .  

Readers  ol: t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  should  b ~ a r  i n  mind that: i t  i s  a t r a n s c r i p t  
of t h e  spoken word. I t s  i n r o r m a l ,  c o n v e r s a ~ i o n a l  s t y l e  r e p r e s e n t s  a 
d e l i b e r a t e  a t t empt  t o  encourage candor and t o  t a p  t h e  n a r r a t o r ' s  memory. 
However, pe r sons  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h r  t a p e s  shou ld  rmderstnnd 
t h a t  e d i t o r i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  produced a t e x t  t h a t  d i f i e r s  somewhnt from 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e c o r d i n g s .  Both t h e  r e c o r d i n g s  and t h i s  t r a n s c r i p t  should  



be regarded  a s  a  primary h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e ,  a s  nn  e f f o r t  was made t o  
c o r r e c t  o r  c h a l l e n g e  the n a r r a t o r .  Ne i the r  t h e  T l l j n o i s  L e g i s l a t i v e  
Counci l  n o r  Sangarnon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  
accuracy  o f  t h e  memoir, n o r  f o r  views expressed  t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  are f o r  
t h e  r e a d e r  t o  judge.  

The t a p e  recorded  i n t e r v i e w s  were conducted by Horace Waggoner d u r i n g  
t h e  summer o f  1980. M r .  Waggoner w a s  born i n  1924 n e a r  Waggoner, a s m a l l  
f a rm-se rv ice  commurlity i n  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s .  A t  age  18 he e n l i s t e d  f o r  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  World War I1 and, a s  a U.  S .  A i r  Force  commissioned 
o f f i c c r ,  con t inued  t o  s e r v e  u n t i l  1973. Upon l e a v i n g  s e r v i c e ,  h e  resumed 
h i s  formal e d u c a t i o n ,  a c h i e v i n g  a mas te r s  dcgree  i n  h i s t o r y  a t  Sangamon 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  m 1975. S p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  
h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Sangarnon S t a t c  U n i v e r s i t y  Ora l  H i s t o r y  OEfice 
d a t e s  from 1976. 

F lo rence  Iiardin t r a n s c r i b e d  the t a p e s  and,  a f t e r  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  were 
e d i t e d  by M r .  Waggoner arid reviewed by M r .  F r i b l e y ,  p r e p a r e d  t h e  type- 
s c r i p t .  Carol  Marshall  compiled t h e  i n d e x  and,  with Dorothy Bopkins, 
a s s i s t e d  i n  t:hc p rc - in te rv iew r e s e a r c h .  Dorothy Nadasdy s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  
a r twork ,  photographic  l ayou t  and p roduc t ion .  The Pana -" News-Palladium 
and t h e  Chicago Tr ibune provided v a l u a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h  
e f f o r t .  

Th i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  may be r e a d ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  be  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical ,  
wi thou t  w r i t  t en  permissiorl  from t h e  I l l i n o i s  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l ,  Room 
107,  S t r a t t o n  Bui ld ing ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62706.  
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Volume I 

John. W. Fribley Memoir 

SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE 1, 

Q: First of  a l l  1 would l i k e  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  the years that you 
were i n  t h e  General  Assembly. What year d i d  you go t o  t h e  General 
Assembly f i r s t ?  

A: 1 was e l e c t e d  s tate s e n a t o r  f o r  t h e  40th s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  i n  
e a r l y  November o f  1934, and inasmuch a s  Governor H o m e r  had c a l l e d  a  
s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  I l l i n o i s  emergency r e l i e f  commission 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  which d i spensed  p u b l i c  a i d  i n  t h o s e  days ,  I was sworn i n  
on November 16 ,  1934, t o  s e r v e  i n  t h a t  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n .  I s t a y e d  i n  
t h e  Sena te  t h e n  u n t i l  January  of 1953. 

Q: And t h a t  was r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  40 th  d i s t r i c t ,  you say?  

A :  Yes. 

Q: What comprised t h e  40 th  d i s t r i c t ?  

A: The 40 th  d i s t r i c t  was comprised of C h r i s t i a n  County, whose county 
s e a t  i s  T a y l o r v i l l e ;  F a y e t t e  County, whose county seat i s  Vandal is ;  
Shelby County, whose county s e a t  i s  S h e l b y v i l l e ;  and Cumberland County, 
whose county s e a t  i s  Toledo. The d i s t r i c t  r a n  from probably  twenty 
m i l e s  from S p r i n g f i e l d  t o  about  twenty m i l e s  from t h e  Ind iana  l i n e .  

Q: Well. Okay. T h a t ' s  what I wanted t o  g e t  on t h e  r e c o r d  t o  s t a r t  
wi th .  I wonder, cou ld  you t h i n k  a  l i t t l e  b i t  about your  father and 
le t ' s  t a l k  about him a  l i t t l e  b i t .  What was h i s  name? 

A: My f a t h e r ' s  name was Wesley D.  F r i b l e y .  He was a farmer .  H e  l i v e d  
o r  r e s i d e d  on U. S. Highway 51 about t h r e e  m i l e s  s o u t h  of Assumption, 
about e i g h t  m i l e s  n o r t h  of Pana. My f a t h e r  never  took a  p a r t  i n  
p o l i t i c s .  H e  g e n e r a l l y  voted t h e  Republican t i c k e t  and, immodestly, he 
was a v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  man. However, when p u b l i c  i s s u e s  came up, he was 



v e r y  p l a i n  and outspoken,  al.though n o t  b l . a t a n t l y  s o .  

My f a t h e r  had a most s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t ,  1 b e l i e v e ,  i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  
t h e  rou te  o f  Route 51, which was o r i g i n a l l y  I l l i n o i s  Route 2 ,  and it 
was changed t o  U.  S.  51  when t h e  r o u t e  was determined,  probably back 
about  1920.  1'11 go i n t o  t h a t  l a t e r  i f  you wish.  

Q: Okay. Where was he born?  

A: My f a t h e r  was born a t  New P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Ohio, i n  1868. My grand- 
f a t h e r  came from Tuscarawas County, Ohio, t o  I l l i n o i s  i n  1874. 

Q: And do you remember your g r a n d f a t h e r ?  

A: My g r a n d f a t h e r  d i e d  when '1 was about  f o u r  years o l d .  

Q: So you r e a l l y  d o n ' t  have t o o  many memories. 

A: I d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of him, I would say .  

Q: What k ind  o f  e d u c a t i o n  d i d  your f a t h e r  have? 

A: My f a t h e r  a p p a r e n t l y  had common s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  and he went t o  
B u s h e l 1  Col lege a t  Bushne l l ,  I l l i n o i s ,  f o r  two y e a r s  and t h e n  t a u g h t  
s c h o o l  f o r  f o u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  I guess ,  i n  n o r t h e r n  C h r i s t i a n  County, 
up i n  che M t  . Auburn neighborhood. 

Q: 1 s e e .  Was t h a t  a one-room schoolhouse? 

A: Yes. It would have been. That had t o  be  p r i o r  t o  1894,  I would s a y .  

Q: So he  t a u g h t  s c h o o l  f o r  f o u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  and then. what d i d  he 
do a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A: Got m a r r i e d  and became a farmer. 

Q: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: Where? A t  t h e  . . . 
A: At t h e  home p l a c e ,  t h r e e  and a h a l f  rni1.e~ s o u t h  o f  Assumption. That 
land h a s  been i n  t h e  F r i b l e y  name, I guess ,  s i n c e  about  1874 .  

Q: Who was farming i t  when he grew up? H i s  father? 

A: Apparen t ly  my g r a n d f a t h e r ,  Edward J. F r i b l e y .  

Q: And he came from Ohio. Do you know where h i s  p a r e n t s  came f r o m ?  



A: Well, a c c o r d i n g  t o  genealogy, I a m  the  s i x t h  g e n e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
Uni ted  S t a t e s .  My g r e a t ,  g r e a t ,  g r e a t  and s o  on g r a n d f a t h e r  was named 
C h r i s t o p h e r  F r i b l e y ,  o n l y  he  s p e l l e d  i t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s h i p ' s  
m a n i f e s t  o f  t h e  "Good Ship S a l l y "  t h a t  s a i l e d  from Rotterdam i n  
around 1760, he s p e l l e d  h i s  name C h r i s t o p h e r  F-R-I-E-B-E-L-E, bu t  
when he l anded  a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  h i s  name from t h e r e  on was F r i b l e y ,  
F-R-I-B-L-E-Y. 

Q: I see. (chuck les )  Well. So h e  came from Hol land,  t h e n ?  

A: No, a p p a r e n t l y  h e  came from Hamburg, Germany. I presume that he 
f l o a t e d  down the  r i v e r  t o  Rotterdam and go t  on t h e  boa t  a t  Rotterdam. 

I have examined t h e  s h i p ' s  m a n i f e s t ,  a  copy which i s  i n  t h e ,  I t h i n k ,  
t h e  Congress ional  l i b r a r y ,  i n  Washington. 

Q: Did you have much t r o u b l e  l o c a t i n g  i t ?  

A: No, I had a way, way o f f  c o u s i n ,  D r .  Premont F r i b l e y ,  who w a s  a 
Methodis t  p r e a c h e r  i n  I n d i a n a  t h a t  kep t  the fami ly  genealogy and t h a t ' s  
where I go t  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  in fo rmat ion .  

Q: Do you know of t h e  l i n e a g e  from C h r i s t o p h e r  F r i b l e y  t o  you? 

A: Y e s .  I d o n ' t  know whether I have t h a t  h e r e  o r  whether I l a i d  t h a t  
o u t  anywhere. But I can g e t  i t  f o r  you. 

Q: Do you have it h e r e ?  Okay. We ' l l  s t o p  f o r  a moment. 

(Taping s topped  f o r  l o c a t i o n  of book, t h e n  resumed w i t h  M r .  F r i b l e y  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  book) 

A: C h r i s t o p h e r  F r i b l e y  came from, a p p a r e n t l y  from Hamburg, Germany. 
H i s  son was Jacob,  h i s  son was Danie l ,  h i s  son was Edward, h i s  son was 
Wesley D. F r i b l e y ,  my f a t h e r ,  and t h a t  makes m e  t h e  s i x t h  g e n e r a t i o n .  

Q: Y e s ,  sir. Do you have any r e c o r d  of any of them s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  
Revolu t ionary  War? 

A: No. Not on my f a t h e r ' s  s i d e .  

Q: Da you know what p a r t  of t h e  coun t ry  t h e y  came t o ?  Was i t  Pennsyl-  
van i a?  

A: Apparen t ly  t h e y  came t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  and then t o  a  German s e t t l e m e n t  
i n  wes te rn  Pennsy lvan ia ,  and t h e n  went t o  Tuscarawas County around New 
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Ohio. And t h e n  t h e y  s p l i t  ou t  and one group of them went 
t o  Michigan, and a n o t h e r  group came t o  I l l i n o i s ,  and t h e r e  was a t h i r d  
group t h a t  went t o  Wisconsin.  J u s t  a v e r y  few F r i b l e y s  i n  t h e  country .  
They have a l l  p e t e r e d  o u t .  

Q: Do you know i f  any of them had service i n  t he  War of 1812? 



A: No, Not t u  my knowledge. 

Q: How n b o ~ t t  t k  CIvil. War? 

A: Wcll t h c r c k  a p e c u l i a r  t h i n g .  A few y e a r s  ago,  I got: t o  checking 
up  t o scc i f  any F r i b l c y s  had e v e r  served i n  t he  C iv i l  War. My 
grandfather  d i d n y r ,  I had a L r n t h c r  t h a t  was d r a i t e d  ahour t h e  end of 
Lhc f irst  WcrLcl WBY, ht:t t h e  war s topped  before  hc was c a l l e d .  He was 
t h e n ,  T t h i n k ,  a t  e i g h t e e n  years o l d ,  jusL came e i g h t e e n .  So t h a t  k ind  
oi: embarr-asscd me. So T was t r y i n g  a l a w  suit, o r  r a t h e r  taking 
d e p o s i t i o n s  i n  Columbus, Ohio, o h ,  t e n  o r  twelve y e a r s  ago, and a f t e r  I 
goL through,  1 had a roup lc  o f  h o u r s  t ime  b e f o r e  my plane l e f t  t o  came 
hack home, and 1 went n v c r  to-- 1 b e l i c v c  it w a s  t h e  a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l ' s  
o f l i c c ,  i n  Col~lmbus and askcrl i f  t h e y  h a d  m y  r e c o r d s  on the  C i v i l  War, 
who s e r v e d  nuJ so an. They s:iid t h e y  had e1.ever-i o r  twelve volumes and 
1 asked f o r  t h e  ollc w i t h  t-hc l 'F\s" i n  i t .  And t h e  amazing t h i n g  was 
t h e r e  was, T t h i n k ,  e l even  F r i b l e y x  s e r v e d  and t h r e e  were k i l l e d  and one 
d e s e r t e d .  You can  che,:k too f a r  on t h a t  s t u f f .  

4: Yes. ( I a u g h t c r )  

A: I?,lther i n t e r c r s t j n g ,  Perhaps ,  one  o f  them w a s  this--we Ll, i t  was a  
Pr ib ley- - I  think h i s  name was Robert .  T could check and f i n d  t h a t  o u t .  
K u t  he was wounded i n  t h e  Eattlc of  Antietam and hc went down t o  Wash- 
ington t o  r e c n n e r a t e  and h i s  sheepskin diary--which 1 wish 1 had, Fe1.10~ 
up i n  Y i ~ h i g a n  h a s  it--shows that somebody formulated t h e  i d e a  o f  t r a i n -  
i n g  a Ncgro r t ~ i m c n t .  And he was advanced from a c a p t a i n ,  I gucss ,  t o  
n colonelry. 

A f  L P ~  t r a i l ~ i r i g  tIwsc ;rax;x .~1011g w i t h  a couple  n f  whi te  reg iments ,   hey 
f 1 nn tcd  t hcm dowrl t o  . J r ~ ~ k s m v i d 1  c P l o r i  dcl, because F l o r i d a  w a s  t c c t e r -  
t o t t ? r l n g  between t lw i:onicder;lle and Union, a n d  t h e y  l anded .  And, t h e  
second o r  t k i r c l  day a f t c r  thaC, khey were ambushed and he w a s  t h e  f i r s t  
mnn k i : l e d ,  Of c o u r s e ,  b e i n g  one whi te  marl i n  a bulrch of s i x  hundred 
fu'cgrorb:; Yntj cou Ld know x h , ~ ;  waul rl happen. 

F u ~ i ~ i :  r h i n g ,  I was i n  F l o r i d a  d c t ~ u p l e  o f  y a r s  ago and I went up  t o  
S C P  t W r >  ! ) , ~ ~ ~ l e f i e l i l ,  w c s i  01 . lacksonvi l  l e ,  c a l l e d  t h c  B a t t l e  of 
O l ~ l s t ~ e ,  m d ,  I Iwy werc havjng a rfenactrnent t h p  f o l l o w i n g  day. I. 
c l idn ' t  s t a y  Tor i t .  h d  I walked i n  t h e r e  and saw a  f e l l o w  and g o t  t o  
talking t o  him and I t o l d  him I w a s  checkirlg on a t h i n g  berause  T had a 
r c l a t i v c  who was k i l l c d  there .  "Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ? "  1 s a i d ,  "Yes." 
H e  said, "Which s i d e ? "  and 1 sald, "Un ion .  '' And 1 s a i d ,  "ITe w a s  
supposed t o  be leading 3 Negro regiment ." Hc s a i d ,  '"Oh. Colonel 
F r i b l e y ? "  i)e s teppcc l  07Je'r :;br~ut a hundred f e e t  a n d  showed me w h e r e  hc 
was supposed Lo have been k i l l  c2d. 

A: I1l.s body was n o t  f6sw;nd for- ::i couple  o f  days and i t  w a s  w e l l .  r ipened 
by t hen .  ' l '1n. i~  marl wh6: galic mc this in ro rmat inn  w a s  n C i v i l  War "buff" 



from M i a m i .  

Q: So, d i d  you know of  any o t h e r s  t h a t  had s e r v e d  i n  t h e  C i v i l  . . . 
A: Not on my f a t h e r ' s  s i d e .  

Q: Okay. L e t ' s  see. What t y p e  farming d i d  your  f a t h e r  do? 

A: Well ,  he  was a g e n e r a l  farmer.  Be farmed hal f  a section of land and 
"fed o u t "  two hundred t o  t h r e e  hundred c a t t l e  p e r  y e a r  t h a t  h e  
purchased i n  Texas and Oklahoma. Cot ' e m  i n  August and would f e e d  them 
f i r s t  grass and t h e n  f u l l - f e e d  on corn ,  and then he would s h i p  them 
o u t ,  oh,  about t h e  f i r s t  of  May, t o  Chicago. Dad was a p r e t t y  good 
c a t t l e  f e e d e r .  

Q: O f  t h e  320 a c r e s ,  then ,  how much was c u l t i v a t e d ?  

A: A l l  of  i t .  Except f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  I would say  310 a c r e s  of i t  
at  l eas t .  

Q: Then h e  had a f e e d  l o t  where he  . . . 
A: Yes. Cat t le  f e e d i n g .  A s m a l l  l o t .  

Q: Did h e  make t r i p s  t o  Oklahoma and Texas f o r  t h e  purchase  . . . 
A :  Y c s .  T went w i t h  him on one t r i p  T remember. Very i n t e r e s t i n g ,  
where you go out on a ranch and a bunch o f  cowboys would round up a 
h e r d  of c a t t l e .  My f a t h e r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  he would a g r e e  t o  purchase  
200 head o u t  of a 400 h e r d ,  and t h e y  would run  t h e  c a t t l e ,  which were 
r a t h e r  gaunt by August, t h e y  werc p r e t t y  w e l l  drought slimmed down, no 
grass,  and he  would, € o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a g r e e  t o  purchase  200 head a t  $100 a 
head and t h e n  they ,  the cowboys, would run the  ca t t l e  through,  one at  
a t i m e ,  through a c h u t e ,  o r  a narrow passageway, and he  and 1 would 
s i t  on t h e  fence  and Dad would s a y ,  " In ,"  o r  "Out," meaning "in" he  
took him and "out" he  d i d n ' t  t a k e  him. My f a t h e r ,  I am v e r y  proud of 
him, n a t u r a l l y ,  and f o r g i v e  me f o r  i t .  H e  could  look  at  a s t e e r ,  a 
Hereford s teer- -he  always d e a l t  i n  Herefords .  They were,  of course ,  
grade Here fords .  There weren ' t  any pure-breds ,  I don ' t  t h i n k ,  i n  t h o s e  
days ,  bu t  h e  cou ld  look  a t  a t h i n  s t e e r  and t e l l  how h e  could  develop 
o u t  a s  a f a t  steer. 

Q: Did you i n h e r i t  t h a t  c a p a b i l i t y ?  

A: On ca t t le ,  yes .  On o t h e r  l i v e s t o c k ,  no. When I w a s  i n  h igh  school ,  
I was on t h e  judg ing  team and I t h i n k  I p l a c e d  t h i r d  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
I l l i n o i s  i n  judg ing  beef c a t t l e .  On d a i r y  c a t t l e ,  I probably  p l a c e d  
las t .  

: W e .  (chuck les )  I b w  o l d  werc you when you took t h i s  t r i p  w i t h  your 
f a t h e r ?  



A: About f o u r t e e n .  

Q: Where d i d  you go? 

A: We went somewhere i n  s o u t h e r n  Oklahoma, o r  i n  t h e  Texas Panhandle ,  
which is s o u t h  of Oklahoma. 

Q: You went by t r a i n  . . . 
A: Y e s .  Oh, yes .  

(r: Did you b r i n g  t h e  c a t t l e  back w i t h  you ar: t h a t  t i m e  . . . 
A: Well ,  we would come back by t r a i n  b u t  t h e y  would s h i p  them t o  
D o l l v i l l e ,  s h i p  them t o  S t .  Lou is  and t h e n  on t h e  C&EI [Chicago and 
E a s t e r n  I l l i n o i s ]  up t o  D o l l v i l l e ,  which i s  a s e t t l e m e n t  n o r t h  of 
Tower H i l l ,  o r  Dunkel, which i s  a s e t t l e m e n t  n o r t h  o f  Pana where t h e y  
had a  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  on t h e  I l l i n o i s  C e n t r a l .  And t h e n  we would 
d r i v e  them home. Sometimes i t  t o o k  you a  day o r  s o  t o  g e t  them a l l  home 
because  t h e y  w e r e  w i l d  s t e e r s  and a  da rn  dog would b a r k  and t h e y  would 
stampede and chase  t h e  dog. 

Q: W e l l .  ( chuck les )  

A: Had t r o u b l e  sometimes. But t h e y  would be  two and t h r e e  y e a r  o l d  
steers and b i g  c a r c a s s e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h i n .  

Q: And you d i d  t h i s  on horseback,  I suppose? 

A: Yes. W e  always had about t h r e e  r i d i n g  h o r s e s  h e r e .  

0: What do you remember o f  your  f a t h e r ' s  c h a r a c t e r ?  W a s  h c  a  s t e r n  
pe rson  o r  . . 
A: No, n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  was f i rm.  He  was a s t r o n g  Method- 
i s t .  He d i d n ' t  d r i n k  o r  smoke. Be v o t e d  t h e  Republ ican t i c k e t .  When 
h e  had v e r y  vehement i d e a s  on some i s sues - - fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  I can remember 
when a group of t h r e e  men came o u t  t h e r e  and wanted him t o  j o i n  t h e  Ku 
Klux Klan,  probably  around 1916 o r  1917, and he o r d e r e d  them o f f  t h e  
place.  H e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h a t .  That redounded a l o t  t o  my 
b e n e f i t  when I f i r s t  r a n  f o r  s e n a t o r .  

Q: O h ?  I n  what way? 

A: W e l l ,  when 1 f i r s t  r a n  f o r  s e n a t o r ,  I r a n  a g a i n s t  t h r e e  men, one of 
whom was of t h e  C a t h o l i c  f a i t h  and he  had a s o r t  of a campaign manager 
and h e  was o f  t h e  Cathol i -c  f a i t h .  I d e f e a t e d  him i n  t h e  pr imary and 
damned i f  I d i d n ' t  t h e n  have t o  run  a g a i n s t  a Republ ican,  Mayor 
S p r e s s e r  o f  T a y l o r v i l l e ,  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  T h i s  campaign manager 
a t t a c h e d  h imse l f  t o  S p r e s s e r  and t o l d  that  I was a member of t h e  Ku Klux 
JCLan. L a t e r  I went down t o  S i g e l ,  i n  my d i s t r i c t ,  which was a  s t r o n g  
C a t h o l i c  community, and nobody would h a r d l y  speak t o  me. And I f i n a l l y  
found o u t  t h a t  t h e  rumor had been s p r e a d  t h a t  I w a s  a  Ku Kluck. So 1 



got  f o u r  o r  f i v e  of t h e  prominent Democrats i n  S i g e l  and Neoga t o g e t h e r  
and I t o l d  them what 1 had heard and I asked them t o  come t o  Pana and 
check wi th  Fa ther  Maroney, t h e  p r i e s t  he re ,  and Fa ther  DeChene, t h e  
p r i e s t  i n  Assumption. And they  come up and found out  t h a t  those  t h i n g s  
weren ' t  t r u e .  

Q: W e l l .  (chuckles)  

A: And from then on, why, I always was, I b e l i e v e ,  ace h igh  among t h e  
Ca tho l i c  people.  I1.oved them and they  loved me.  

Q: Do you remember being d i s c i p l i n e d  by your f a t h e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ' ?  

A: I can ' t  remember my father--my mother d i d  t h a t .  ( l augh te r )  

Q: Do you remember any t a l k s  about your f a t h e r ,  and h i s  counse l l ing  you, 
o r . . .  

A: W e l l  . . . very probably yes ,  but I don ' t  d i s t i n c t l y  r e c a l l  i t .  It 
was j u s t  accepted t h a t  you should be honest and you should work hard ,  
and I enjoyed working. I loved t o  work on a farm. 

Q: L e t ' s  s ee .  When w e r e  you born, s i r?  

A: August 3, 1906. In t h e  farmhouse south of Assumption. 

Q :  In  t h a t  farmhouse? 

A: Yes. They b u i l t  a new home i n  1912, a new b r i c k  home. But I was 
born i n  an o l d  frame house about l i k e  . . . (po in t s  t o  p a i n t i n g  on wal l )  

Q: Something l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  I see .  What a r e  your f i r s t  
memories of tha t  house t h a t  you were born i n ?  

A: Frankly,  I don ' t  remember i t ,  because they  b u i l t  t h e  house when I 
was s i x  yea r s  o l d ,  and . . . 
Q: The new house, you mean? 

A: Yes. And t hey  moved it back, t h e  o l d  house, and they  b u i l t  t h i s  new 
b r i c k  house and I j u s t  don ' t  remember very much about t h a t  house. J u s t  
don ' t  remember i t .  It was about--I would say about a--probably fou r  
rooms downstairs  and two up o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  It was even tua l ly  
moved up t o  Assumption, and then i t  w a s  t o r n  down about s i x  years  ago. 

Q: What was your mother 's  name? 

A: Cla ra  Belle, B-E-L-L-E, Storey.  H e r  maiden name w a s  Greene, 
G-R-E-E-N-E. 

Q: Do you remember h e r  f a t h e r ?  



A: My mother ' s?  

Q: Your mother ' s  f a t h e r ,  y e s .  Your g r a n d f a t h e r  on your  mother ' s  s i d e .  

A: Yes. George A. S t o r e y  was h i s  name and h i s  w i f e ' s  name w a s  Nancy. 
My g r e a t  g r a n d f a t h e r  had come from Sco t land  and s e t t l e d  i n  Canada and 
my g r a n d f a t h e r  came t o  I l l i n o i s  about  1865 t o  be a herdsman f o r  a 
Colonel  Judy of P e t e r s b u r g ,  Menard County, I l l i n o i s ,  wlm was a b r e e d e r  
o f  Clydesda le  h o r s e s  and Shor thorn c a t t l e  of t h a t  area. 

Q: What's a herdsman? 

A: Well, took c a r e  o f  ca t . t l e  and horses  and sheep.  My g r a n d f a t h e r ,  
be ing  a Scotchman, s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i f  you d i d n ' ~  have h o r s e s  
t h a t  were Clydesda les  o r  c a t t l e  c h a t  were Shor thorns ,  you j u s t  d i d n ' t  
own l i v e s t o c k .  My m a t e r n a l  g r e a t  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  Johnson Gnines Greene, 
w a s  quite a f r i e n d  of Colonel  Judy and h i s  daughte r ,  my grandmokher, 
Nancy Greene, met a n d  mar r ied  George S t o r e y  when he was a herdsman f o r  
Colonel  Judy,  and they  t h e n  moved t o  a farm about  seTTen m i l e s  e a s t  o f  
Assumptfon, and I: can remember go ing  o v e r  t o  Grand Tather k p l a c e .  In  
t h o s e  days  Iarmers b r e d  t h e i r  mares t o  s t a l l  ions .  My g r a n d f a t h e r  owned, 
a n d  kep t  l o r  b r e e d i n g  purposes ,  T would say  a t  P c a s t  f i v e  l a r g e ,  
b e a u t i f u l  C lydesda le  s t a l l i o n s .  lle s o l d  q u i t e  a f e w  Clydesdale  s t a l -  
l i o n s  o r  g e l d i n g s  t o  t h e  Rusch Rrewery peop le  a t  S t ,  Louis .  H i s  s o n ,  my 
u n c l e ,  Alex S t o r e y ,  a l so  d i d  Chat,  They a l s o  showed Shorthorn cntt1.e 
and Clydcsda lc  h o r s e s  a t  county f a i r s  and s t a t c  f a i r s .  

Q: How l a r g e  a p l a c e  d i d  he  own? 

A: A s  7: r inderstand i t ,  Granddad S t o r c y  tiad about t h r e c  hundred and s i x t y  
a c r e s ,  something l i k e   hat . 

Q: I f  he  was r a i s i n g  s t o c k  in t h a t  manner, he  must have  had c o n s i d e r a b l e  
p a s t u r e  , then .  

A :  Y e s ,  

4: S o ,  dn you remember about t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  t h a t  he h;id lin f a r m i n g  and 
i n  pascure?  

A: Well ,  I woul d imagine Lliat he had a t  lea5;t eighty acres i n  p a s t u r e ,  
h u t  T. would he r a t h e r  Jim on t h a t .  

Q: D id  you g e t  t o  know h i m  very  w d l ?  

A: Not p : j r t i ru ln r ly .  Wficn he go t  o l d e r ,  11e and h i s  w i f e  would s t a y  one 
w i n t e r  a t  our  home, one w i n t e r  a t  one s o n ' s  home and a n o t h e r  w i n i e r  a L  

h i s  o t l w r  s u n ' s  home. They had some agreement t o  s h i f t  arorind. R w t  h e  
was a n i c e  o l d  man. H e  a p p a r e n t l y  was i z  p r c r t  y s u b s t a n t i a l  c i t i z e n  
because ,  as a  l awyer ,  I o c c a s i o n a l l y  run i n t o  ~bstracts of t i C l e  where 
he would ac t  as a p p r a i s e r  o r  rommissioner,  i n  p a r t i t i o n  s u i t s ,  o r  
































































































































































































































