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t ranscr ibed the  tapes  and Tim Jones ed i t ed  the  t r a n s c r i p t .  M r .  Frederick 
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Dave Frederick,  Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  December 3, 1980. 

Henry Russel, Interviewer.  

Q: M r .  Frederick,  when d id  you j o i n  F i r s t  Congregational Church and why? 

A: Oh, let 's  see. That was--it was e i t h e r  A p r i l  of 1928 o r  Apr i l  of 
1929. I had seve ra l  f r i e n d s  t h a t  went t o  Sunday School and church here. 
Lowell Pittman probably being t h e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  because h i s  f a t h e r  was 
min i s t e r  here. However, I was a l ready fami l i a r  with the  church from 
previous experiences. But t h e  Harney family of four  boys, I can ' t  th ink  
offhand what t h e i r  names a r e ,  but seve ra l  fel lows.  And we were i n  a 
Sunday School c l a s s  together  and I guess t h a t  probably s t a r t e d ,  oh I 
probably joined t h a t  Sunday School c l a s s  i n  1924, 1925, something l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q: Had you been a f f i l i a t e d  with any o ther  church i n  Spr ingf i e ld  before 
F i r s t  Congregational Church? 

A: I was never a member. I went t o  the  South Seventh S t r e e t  Bap t i s t  a s  
a boy. And then l a t e r  on probably i n  e a r l y  acouting days, what would 
t h a t  be. S ix th  o r  seventh grade I went t o  F i r s t  Chr i s t i an  Sunday School. 
My f a t h e r  had been a member a t  F i r s t  Chr is t ian  but I never d id  even 
a t t end  the  church s e r v i c e  there ,  j u s t  Sunday School. And t h a t  was through 
the  influence of f r i e n d s  I went t o  school with. 

Q: And the  churches were a l l  here  i n  Spr ingf ie ld ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A: Oh yes, Yes, I ' v e  l ived  here  a l l  my l i f e .  

Q: Who was t he  min i s t e r  of F i r s t  Congregational Church when you joined? 

A: D r .  Hudson Pittman. 

Q: Axe you a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  any s p e c i a l  q u a l i t i e s  he may have possessed 
t h a t  appealed t o  you? 

A: Oh, D r .  Pittman? Oh, I should say. Le t ' s  see. I j u s t  don' t  know. 
He was the  f a t h e r  of f i v e  and they were a l l  good f r i e n d s  of mine. H i s  
wife was a wonderful woman, And he was r e a l l y  something else. H e  was a 
man who just d i d n ' t  g e t  exci ted  o r  perturbed about anything. Oh, I 
suppose he d id  but i n  my viewpoint he d idn ' t .  And he always seemed t o  
have time t o  give us a l i t t l e  look i n  whether it was--I went t o  the  young 
people's here  too when I was i n  Sunday School, probably 25, 26, and 27, 
something l i k e  t h a t .  Oh, it was longer than t h a t .  We d i d n ' t  have a b i g  
group. I remember Ruth and Loreine. Broeker was t h e i r  name then. Loreine 
s t i l l  is Broeker. And Joe  Tmlay and h i s  sister. A l o t  of t h e  youngsters.  



Dave Frederick 2 

England. I remember a guy named England. Anyway we had a n ice  young 
people's group. W e  weren't a s  a c t i v e  a s  they a r e  today because I suppose 
t h e r e  wasn't any na t iona l  program for  it. We did a l o t  of th ings  though 
a t  various t i m a .  

Q: How o f t en  did you meet? 

A: Oh, we had a meeting j u s t  about every Sunday evening. Possibly t h a t  
wasn't t r u e  i n  the  summertime. I can ' t  seem t o  remember. When I was a 
boy i n  high school,  yes, even when I was a freshmen, I always managed t o  
ge t  a summer job. And I was p r e t t y  t i r e d .  So I d idn ' t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
too much Sunday School o r  church. Especlal ly young people's meetings i n  
those days because I was p r e t t y  young. I had the  job and i t  seemed t o  me 
like i t  j u s t  wore me out  I guess t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  too many things.  

Q: What were the war years  of the  f o r t i e s  l i k e  i n  the  church, do you 
remember? 

A: No. I should but I don' t .  I can ' t  even remember who was pas tor  
then. ~ e t ' s  see it would had t o  have been Towle I guess. I n  the  ea r ly  
days anyway. We had a l o t  of t rouble.  D r .  Manes came i n  here.  I guess 
t h a t  was toward the  end of the  war. I j u s t  can ' t  br ing t h a t  back. I 
wasn't too ac t ive .  I worked an awful l o t  of Sundays during the  war. 

Q: What was your occupation? 

A: I was a t  Allis-Chalmers. And I s t a r t e d  the re  about 1940 and the  war 
came i n  p r e t t y  quick a f t e r  I s t a r t e d  there ,  And it j u s t  happened t h a t  I 
got  a job a s  a s t e e l  inspector  they ca l l ed  it, And we got so  much s t e e l  
i n  there  and it a l l  had t o  be i d e n t i f i e d  and analyzed and marked so t h a t  
the re  would be no mistake of i ts  usage. And a s  I say l o t s  of t i m e s  I 
worked nights ,  l o t s  of times I worked Sundays, near ly  always Saturdays. 
It got  t o  be n ip  and tuck. It was a l o t  of exhausting respons ib i l i ty .  I 
th ink  we had about,  oh they f igured  an inventory and t h a t  was when steel 
was cheap too, of seven o r  e i g h t  mi l l ion  d o l l a r s  worth of s t e e l .  And my 
respons ib i l i ty  t o  keep it i d e n t i f i e d  co r rec t ly .  

Q: What about s t a f f i n g  i n  the  f o r t i e s  and f i f t i e s  compared t o  now? What 
kind of s t a f f  dld we have a t  t h a t  time? 

A: Here, i n  the  church? 

Q: Correct.  

A: I don't  know. The d i f f e r e n t  committees were comparatively small, It 
seems t o  me l i k e  some of them w e r e  down, l i ke  the  music committee would 
probably be only th ree  people, maybe four. Not very b ig  committees, The 
Board of Trustees and t h e  Board of Deacons were p r e t t y  l a rge  a t  t h a t  
time. And then l a t e r  on it s e e m s  l i k e  it was kind of a gradual thing 
where they t r i e d  t o  work all t he  boards i n t o  twelve members I believe.  
Most of them are twelve now, i s n ' t  t h a t  t rue?  I th ink  t h a t ' s  about 
r i g h t .  But that wasn't u n t i l  we were i n  t h i s  church before they a l l  
rounded out  t o  t h a t ,  probably i n  t h i s  church a while. 
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Q: Did we s t i l l  j u s t  have one minis ter ,  l e t ' s  say a care taker  and a 
sec re ta ry  during the  f o r t i e s  and f i f t i e s ?  

A: We never had but one minis ter  until--well Nan Spindel was the  
superintendent of t h e  Sunday School I guess you would c a l l  it. She was 
R. E .  d i r ec to r .  She became very ill. She had an inner  e a r  t rouble  as I 
r e c a l l .  And she j u s t  had such dizzy s p e l l s  t h a t  she had t o  r e t i r e  from 
t h e  job. I bel ieve  t h a t  was the  way it was. I was on the  Chr i s t i an  
Education board a t  t h a t  t i m e .  And I th ink our board was about e i g h t  
members then. I ' m  not  s u r e  of tha t .  

Q: So a l l  i n  a l l  t he  l ay  people of t h e  church ca r r i ed  a g rea t  dea l  of , . . 
A: I guess i t  was nine members. I th ink it was th ree  f o r  each year. It 
was a th ree  year t e r m .  

Q: So all i n  a l l  lay people of the  church ca r r i ed  a l o t  of the  load i n  
the  f o r t i e s  and f i f t i e s  a s  f a r  a s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n t  jobs and 
funct ions ,  would you say? 

A :  I suppose they d id .  I suppose they do today too f o r  t h a t  matter. 
After a l l  i t 's  t h e  people 's  church. It shouldn't  be a complete 
r e spons ib i l i ty  of the  minis ter  I don' t  be l ieve  o r  any of the  o ther  people. 
It was a d iv i s ion  of labor.  But it  is the  people 's  church and they 
should bear the  brunt. I be l i eve  they should. 

Q: You a r e  one of the  f i r s t  I ' ve  interviewed who r e a l l y  grew up i n  t h e  
church. Do you remember a t  a l l  what the  Sunday School was l i k e  i n  those 
e a r l y  days? 

A: Yes, Yes, I do. We d idn ' t  m i x  with the  church i n  the  first place. 
I don' t  exact ly  r e c a l l  what hour we m e t  but it  seems l i k e  i t  was about 9 
o r  9:30. A s  a matter of f a c t  t h a t  was about the  only way anybody's 
Sunday School m e t .  We'd have devotionals.  And t h a t  was on the  t h i r d  
f l o o r  of the  o ld  building.  W e  had q u i t e  an assembly room there.  And 
then we had l i t t l e  classrooms. I don' t  know, the re  were a l o t  of classrooms. 
I can remember Harry Hyndman and a few of us i n  l a t e r  years  working on 
them, pain t ing  them and so  fo r th .  But t h a t  was a f t e r  we were adu l t s .  
But we had a l o t  of l i t t l e  classrooms but  I was v i r t u a l l y  always a high 
school s tudent  when I was i n  Sunday School. I d idn ' t  ge t  i n t o  t h e  Sunday 
School. W e l l  Helen Solenberger, Helen Stephens is  her  name now, was my 
Sunday School teacher and I think she was always my Sunday School teacher 
a11 the  way through high school. W e  r e a l l y  revered her.  W e l l ,  i n  the  
f i r s t  place she h e w  her  business. And i n  the  second place she was a 
r e a l  n ice  ga l ,  a kind of a dream g a l  r ea l ly .  She was r e a l l y  something 
t h a t  we admixed. But I don' t  r e c a l l  any o the r  Sunday School--I th ink  
the re  was a M r .  Elalladay t h a t  used t o  f i l l  i n  fox her  once i n  a while. 
Seems t o  me like he did. O r  Holiday. I don' t  know i f  i t  was Halladay o r  
Holiday. When I got  i n  say junior  col lege  the re  was no c las s .  I used t o  
a t t end  church regu la r ly  then. Always at tended church on Sunday. I 
wasn't doing any choir  work then,  I had done choir  work i n  high school. 
So my e a r l y  days i n  the  choi r  probably go back t o  1926. Mrs. Clark was 
d i r e c t o r .  There was a lady before t h a t .  I th ink i t  was a Mrs. Schrader. 
I ' m  not sure  about t h a t .  
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Q: Now a r e  any of the  people t h a t  you went t o  Sunday School with s t i l l  
members of the  church? 

A: Oh yes. W e l l ,  Ruth Bartscht  i s  one. I d idn ' t  go t o  Sunday School 
with Loreine Broeker because she was a l i t t l e  o lde r ,  But she had always 
been i n  the  Sunday School and so she was a working g i r l .  She was kind of 
a counselor t o  our young people's group. 

Q: Have you ever been a Sunday School teacher? 

A: I took the  a d u l t  men's c l a s s  a few times. Let ' s  see Bob Stephens was 
the  ins t ruc to r .  And a t  one t i m e  D r .  Reece was. And a t  one t i m e  we j u s t  
took turns.  And our tu rn  d idn ' t  come up maybe once every t en  weeks o r  
something but t h a t  wasn't f o r  much durat ion.  It 's much b e t t e r  t o  have 
one steady i n s t r u c t o r  I guess. And we sure  had some i n  D r ,  Reece and Bob 
Stephens . 
Q: Forefather 's  Day dinners  have been observed i n  our church f o r  many, 
many years.  Have they always been known by t h i s  name? 

A: No. No, they weren't. New England dinner. I th ink  they c a l l e d  it 
New England dinner. 

Q: Do you remember how the  dinners were i n  the  old church, what they 
were l i k e ?  O r  w e r e  they s imi la r  t o  what we have today? 

A: I don' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  we ever--well, I ' m  not sure.  It seems l i k e  we 
always went through the  serving room and picked i t  up i n  c a f e t e r i a  o r  
buf fe t  s t y l e .  It seems l i k e  we always did.  Even on New England dinner 
n ight ,  But I ' m  not  su re  on tha t .  I j u s t  can ' t  r e l y  on my memory t h a t  
much. The general  p a t t e r n  was the  same, yes. Thanksgiving dinner,  
t h a t ' s  what it  is. That w a s  t he  pa t t e rn  f o r  it. 

Q: Well, has the re  been any humorous inc idents  i n  your a s soc ia t ions  a t  
church t h a t  you can remember as being r e a l l y  funny? 

A: Oh, my. I'm su re  the re  have been. 1 ' m  not  or iented  f o r  t h a t  r i g h t  
a t  the  moment. Let me th ink  on t h a t  a s  we go on. 

Q: Okay. Would you t e l l  us about some of the  boards o r  committees you 
have served on s ince  you have been a member? 

A: Well, I haven't  served on many. I served on the  Chr i s t i an  Education 
Board two d i f f e r e n t  h i tches .  Once while we were without a church. A s  a 
matter of f a c t ,  I th ink  I was on the  board when the  church burned. And 
t h a t  was probably one of the  toughest jobs I ever had with the  Chr is t ian  
Education Board because we were required to -you  know we used the  synagogue. 
They had a l i t t l e  school building next  door t o  the  synagogue. Not the  
one they have now. It was j u s t  a l i t t l e  house. And i t  had severa l  rooms 
i n  it. And we used t h a t  f o r  Sunday School and we uaed d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of 
the  basement of the  synagogue which has been changed a l o t .  But i t ' s  
s t i l l  the  same basement. But we had t o  ge t  a l l  our paraphernalia  f o r  
teaching Chr i s t i an  education ready t o  go a t  9:30 on Sunday o r  whatever 
t i m e  it was. I can ' t  r e c a l l .  That was probably instrumental  i n  our 
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s t a r t i n g ,  having Sunday School a t  the  same time a s  church. And we had t o  
ge t  ready f o r  Sunday School. And then a f t e r  church was over and Sunday 
School was out  we had t o  remove a l l  evidence of Jesus.  That was not  p a r t  
of t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  and they let  us know t h a t  we were not  t o  leave Chr is t ian  
Education l i t e r a t u r e  o r  books o r  p i c t u r e s  o r  anything there.  And out  
they went when we went out  on Sunday noon. And I was chairman of the  
board a t  t h a t  time a s  I recall  and Nan Spindel working her  h e a r t  out.  
And a l l  of our board was. Who was t h a t ,  Ken Sibley. Oh, I can ' t  remember 
a l l  t h e i r  names. I could. I ' ve  probably got  the  o ld  papers from those 
meetings and a l l .  We had meetings i n  d i f f e r e n t  homes and d i f f e r e n t  
o f f i ces .  People would loan us places. It was a tough board t o  be on a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  And t h a t ' s  about the  only board I was on, I was council  
member a t  l a rge  f o r  th ree  years .  I was chairman of the  men's fellowship 
f o r  a  h i t c h ,  I don' t  know, t h ree  years  I guess. 

Q: Now an a rea  of i n t e r e s t  f o r  you i n  the  church is the  choir .  When did 
you jo in  and why? 

A: The choir? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Well, I was i n  the  choi r  before I ever  joined the  church. And I 
joined it because--I don' t  know whether Lowell Pittman sang with us o r  
not .  But A r t  Harney and I did.  And A r t ' s  dad did o r ig ina l ly .  Yes, I 
th ink  Lowell sang with us too. Mrs. Clark was the  d i r e c t o r  and she 
needed us a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s .  And she le t  us  know when she needed us,  
And p r e t t y  soon we got  so we sang p r e t t y  regular ly .  We had a small 
choir .  I th ink Loreine was singing i n  i t  then. I don' t  know whether 
Ruth was o r  not.  M r s .  Clark did some solo  work. There was a Mrs . - -wel l  
i t  was the  mother of the  Reinhardt boys. But her  name was Beechly. She 
had remarried. She d id  some solo  work but I don't  th ink  she ever sang 
with the  choir .  A t  t h a t  time M r s .  Drennan was the  o rgan i s t  and she was 
organis t  f o r  qu i t e  a long t i m e  I bel ieve.  A. Ray Drennan was her  name. 
I suppose t h a t  was her  husband's name. Anyway, a t  t h a t  time I sang with 
the  choi r  probably my junior  and senior  years  I imagine. Something l i k e  
tha t .  I don' t  know. I got  i n t o  junior  col lege  and I was too busy t o  
keep up with it. I n  those days we had t o  walk everywhere we went. 
Didn't even have a car .  

Q: What p a r t  do you s ing?  

A: I sing bari tone.  Always did. 

Q: Now has the  s i z e  of the  choi r  remained about: the  same over the  years  
would you aay? 

A: Oh, no. No. I th ink  we've been down a s  low as th ree  o r  four f o r  a 
choi r  on a Sunday morning. I wasn't i n  the  choi r  a t  the  time. But I ' v e  
been i n  church when i t 's  been down p r e t t y  low. Ed Broeker, t h a t  was 
Loreine and Ruth's f a t h e r ,  always sang tenor o r  bari tone.  H e  showed up. 
I f  he had t o  s ing  a solo,  he showed up. H e  was a very r e l i a b l e  guy as 
they a r e  too. They have it i n  t h e i r  bones. They a r e  f a i t h f u l .  
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Q: Do you see much d i f fe rence  i n  the  music used now over those f i r s t  
years  t h a t  you sang? 

A: We sing a l i t t l e  b i t  more long haired s t u f f .  But we only l e a r n  about 
one long haired one a year a t  the  most. We used t o  s ing  some beauties .  
Oh, boy, under J i m  Nord. Now J i m  Nord was the  d i r e c t o r  about 1945, 1946, 
something l i k e  t h a t .  I don' t  know how long he was before t h a t .  I had a 
period when I d i d n ' t  s ing  as I s a i d  during the  war. Then about 1946 I 
th ink I came back i n t o  the  choir .  And Jim Nord was the  d i r e c t o r ,  And he 
sang solo  too. He was good. He was a hard working guy. And a t  t h a t  
t i m e  we were i n  the  old church. And the  choi r  s a t  on both s i d e s  of the  
chancel behind, w e l l ,  it was r e a l l y  behind the  chancel on each s i d e  of 
the  a l t a r .  They had kind of a l i t t l e  alcove. And they had a g r e a t  b i g  
mirror  so he d i rec ted .  But the  people t h a t  were j u s t  seated j u s t  i n  
f r o n t  of him looking t h e  o ther  way looked i n t o  the  mirror  and caught h i s  
d i r e c t i o n  whereas the  people facing him of course they could see  him a l l  
r i g h t ,  But t h a t  was a comfortable s i t u a t i o n .  And almost a l l  the  choi r  
and the  d i r e c t o r  were out  of s i g h t  of the  congregation. You couldn't  s ee  
too much of what was going on. They could hear  us though. Boy, we made 
noise.  

Q: Have you ever been on a p u l p i t  committee? 

A: No. No. I have mixed emotions about such a job too, It i s n ' t  easy. 

Q: Now a l c o l y t e s  have been a p a r t  of our church se rv ice  f o r  a number of 
years. Do you remember any of the  p a r t i c u l a r s  a s  t o  how and when they 
s t a r t e d ?  

A: No. But I don' t  r e c a l l  a l c o l y t e s  before we were i n  t h i s  church. I ' m  
not  saying they d i d n ' t  have them but  I j u s t  don't  remember then. 

Q: You mean the  present  s t r u c t u r e  here  a t  Cherry and Bates Road? 

A: That 's  r i g h t .  

Q: Did any of our members, do you remember, f e e l  t h a t  w e  were too r i t u a l i s t i c  
f o r  a congregational church t o  have a lco ly tes?  

A: I ' ve  never heard anything one way o r  the  o ther  there ,  Rusty. I j u s t  
don' t  know. I don ' t  t h ink  I ' v e  ever heard a comment one way o r  the  
o the r  . 
Q: Now, you were i n  charge of the  a l c o l y t e s  seve ra l  years  ago. What 
wexe some of your d u t i e s  a s  being sponsor of the  a l co ly tes?  

A: Well, we had a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  deal with them. Before an a l c o l y t e  
could serve  he not  only had t o  pass an exam but he had to--we always 
needed so many a lco ly tes .  And nearly a l l  t he  boys had taken an exam and 
the  top  six o r  e i g h t  o r  whatever i t  was would get  the  job unless  they 
d idn ' t  want it. But I don' t  r e c a l l  many cases of where they d idn ' t  want 
i t .  That was the  f i r s t  thing. I th ink t h a t ' s  changed now. And we 
required the  boys t o  wear c e r t a i n  kinds of shoes. They had t o  wear a 
necktie .  We would fu rn i sh  the  neckt ie  but they had t o  wear a s h i r t  t h a t  
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they could put t h e  neckt ie  on. I wasn't the  f i r s t  a l c o l y t e  sponsor by 
any means. I know tha t .  I gave i t  a p r e t t y  good t r y  when I did have 
t h a t  job. I had it f o r ,  oh, I guess s i x  years .  I had a th ree  year h i t c h  
and then another th ree  year h i t c h  I believe.  Something l i k e  tha t .  Oh, 
my. I know a l o t  of the  young fel lows now t h a t  were a l c o l y t e s  then. And 
of course the re ' s  a l o t  of them I don' t  know where they a r e  any more t h a t  
I wish we had i n  our church. That 's one of the  things about t h i s  church 
that I worry about i s  so  many of the  young fel lows l i k e  you and 1 ' m  sure  
a l o t  of the  guys you went t o  Sunday School with you s i x  years  ago say,  
you have no idea where they a r e  today. They don' t  come t o  church. You 
know they ' re  around town but they don't  come t o  church. I don' t  know 
whether i t  takes program, job assignments, f r e e  e a t s ,  I don't  know what 
i t  t a b s  t o  keep--especially boys. The g i r l s  w i l l  s t a y  with us b e t t e r  
than the boys. But even then we lose  the  g i r l s  too. Well, t h a t ' s  besides 
the  point.  

Q: Dave, i f  I mention the  d a t e  Monday, November 12,  1956, what comes t o  
your mind as being s i g n i f i c a n t  about t h a t  da te?  

A: Of course, t h a t  was the  day--the 11th having f a l l e n  on Sunday t h a t  we 
ce lebra ted  Armistice Day t h a t  year. And of course I bel ieve  t h a t ' s  the  
year  we had the  f i r e .  And Betsey and I l ived  south of Spr ingf ie ld ,  
r e a l l y  on the  south s ide .  It was r i g h t  on the  edge of Woodside which is  
where Capi ta l  Township ends. And j u s t  off  Third S t r e e t .  And we could 
see t he  smoke bellowing before we even knew the  church was on f i r e .  And 
of course i t  was only minutes before we heard t h a t  i t  was. W e  went down 
there.  It was a p i t i f u l ,  p i t i f u l  s igh t .  It was a day when we had a 
t e r r i f i c  wind l i k e  yesterday,  northwest. Well, i t  seemed t o  be blowing 
from every d i r e c t i o n  and the  flames. My golly.  The roof was s l a t e  and 
i t  d idn ' t  l e t  the  flames out.  But they found a l l  t he  woodwork and everything 
and it eventual ly shot  through and ruined a l l  the  b e a u t i f u l  leaded g lass  
and everything. We had b e a u t i f u l  windows i n  t h a t  church. Gorgeous. And 
I remember t ha t .  I ' l l  never fo rge t  t h a t  d a t e  before we had been t o  
church the  day before. You stand the re  and see it crumble down. I t 's  
j u s t  unbelievable. Of course it d idn ' t  r e a l l y  go t o  the  ground. It was 
a good stone s t ruc tu re .  But a l l  the  windows, the  doors, and everything 
t h a t  was wood blew. Boy, 1'11 t e l l  you. It was a mess. 

Q: How did  you hear  t h a t  the  church was on f i r e ?  Did you hear  i t  on the  
radio,  do you remember? 

A: No, one of the  members ca l l ed  us. My sister-in-law, she worked 
uptown. She worked a t  Thr i f ty  Drug on the  second o r  t h i r d  f l o o r  the re  
and she could probably see it from there ,  r i g h t  down F i f t h  S t r e e t .  

Q: Did you f e e l  a t  any point  t h a t  they might be a b l e  t o  extinguish t h e  
f i r e  and save the  building? 

A: Not when I got  there .  Oh, i t  did seem like-- there 's  j u s t  a holocaust 
ins ide .  It was j u s t  t e r r i f i c .  

Q: Was t he re  any quest ions about any of the  surrounding bui ld ings  burning 
such as the Knights of Columbus building t o  the  e a s t  o r  across  the  street 
the  Vachel Lindsay Home? 



Dave Frederick 8 

A: I don' t  r e c a l l .  No, no t  the  Vachel Lindsay Home. That 's where I 
stood and watched it. And the  wind was a t  my back and the  f i r e  was going 
the  o ther  way. 

Q: Do you r e c a l l  what your f ee l ings  were when you saw the  church on 
f i r e ?  

A: W e l l ,  i t  was j u s t  one of those--you know you can ' t  do anything. 
Anything you would t r y  would be foo l i sh .  There was a l o t  of firemen on 
the  job, It was a big f i r e  and they were f igh t ing  i t  big. But i t  was 
such a ,  l i k e  I say a holocaust.  If they could contain i t ,  which they 
d id ,  I don' t  th ink  they even scorched the  house next door. But i t  was 
because those s tone  walls  and those leaded g l a s s  windows, r e a l l y  d idn ' t  
crumble up as f a s t  as you would have thought they would. And a s  a consequence 
why nothing really--if it was i n  danger they were a b l e  t o  prevent i t  from 
catching on f i r e .  But the  building i t s e l f ,  they couldn't  even get  t o  it. 
Everything, they put water on those leaded g l a s s  windows t h a t  would cool  
the  lead and they'd be t h a t  much s t ronger  see. I th ink  t h a t ' s  the  reason. 
1 don't  know, 

Q :  Do you remember any conversations with o thers  and how they f e l t  when 
they saw the  church on f i r e ?  

A: Oh, the re  was a l o t  of people the re  and a l o t  of people crying. And 
a l o t  of people j u s t  gasped. Nobody could figure--and I don' t  th ink  t o  
t h i s  day anybody can--just exact ly  f i g u r e  out  why i t  was so completely on 
f i r e  so quick and a l l  a t  once. It was l i k e  a t inde r  box. I bel ieve  they 
sa id  i n  the  end t h a t  the  f i r e  s t a r t e d  i n  the  basement, t h a t  the  f l u e  o r  
something of the  furnace where the  heat  was, the  o r i g i n a l  heat ,  was so  
c lose  t o  being d i r e c t l y  under the  wooden pipes  of the  organ. We had a 
b e a u t i f u l  organ there.  It was a l l  wooden pipes. And of course with t h a t  
much ae ra t ion  i t  was just l i k e  a straw s tack .  And once it burned it  j u s t  
set everything on f i r e .  

Q: Wasn't anything salvaged from the  f i r e  a t  a l l ?  

A: Oh, yes. Vi r tua l ly  a l l  of the  s t u f f  t h a t  was i n  the  basement, d ishes  
and pans. I th ink they've got  some pans down i n  the  basement from before 
the  f i r e  ye t ,  And some of the  s t u f f  i n  the  kitchen. And yes, the  f o l d  
up t ab les  we use i n  fel lowship h a l l .  For the  f i r s t  two o r  th ree  years  we 
were here  ue used them. Now we've got new ones. But they were all--a 
l o t  of s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  w a s  salvaged. Nothing from ups ta i r s .  They had a 
couple of old pews down i n  the  old basement. W e  have them around here 
ye t .  But the  pews u p s t a i r s  boy, they were a l l  wood and they a l l  went. 

Q: Were many o f f e r s  extended t o  our church f o r  use of t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  
while we were without a building? 

A :  Oh, I can ' t  t e l l  you tha t .  Without a building,  we did use a l o t  of 
places. We used the  Masonic Temple H a l l .  We used a school a few times. 
I mean I can ' t  remember them a l l .  But the  synagogue seemed t o  be the  one 
t h a t  worked out  the  bes t  i n  the  end because they d idn ' t  use t h e i r  church 
on Sunday. They had a Saturday se rv ice  and a Saturday sabbath. They 
used a Friday n ight  se rv ice  i n  the  church i t s e l f  and then t h e i r  church 
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school was on Saturday. So we didn ' t  i n t e r f e r e  with them. We didn ' t  
have a b i t  of t rouble  i n  the re  except as I s a i d  before they were two 
d i f f e r e n t  r e l ig ions .  

Q: So we had a good re la t ionsh ip  with the  Temple even before the  f i r e ?  

A: Oh yes. I can remember we always had an exchange pulpi t .  I can 
remember the  Myers brothers ,  when the re  were th ree  of them, hale ,  hear ty  
and heal thy s i t t i n g  i n  our congregation on Sunday morning. That was the  
th ree  o r i g i n a l  Myers brothers .  Goah the re  hasn ' t  been one of them a l i v e  
f o r  twenty years  I don ' t  think. 

Q: Now the  very next Sunday a f t e r  our f i r e  our congregation had i ts  
se rv ices  a t  Temple B'Rlth Sholom, Do you remember what t h a t  morning w a s  
l i k e ?  

A: No. I remember being the re  and boy, we had a houseful l ,  But no, I 
can ' t  remember. 

Q: Do you remember i f  we paid f o r  any of the  se rv ices  we used while we 
were a t  t h e  Temple such as e l e c t r i c i t y ,  heat  o r  j a n i t o r i a l  se rv ices?  Do 
you remember? 

A: I wasn't i n  on t h a t  pa r t .  

Q: Now you mentioned t h a t  we were allowed t o  use our Chr i s t i an  symbols 
i n  t h e  Temple such a s  the  cross  and the  Bible and had t o  take  them down. 
Did we ever fo rge t  t o  take them down one time? 

A: I don' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  we did. No. 

Q: How did we show our apprecia t ion  t o  the  Temple? 

A: Oh, le t ' s  see. Physical ly we gave them a f i b  f r i e z e .  It 's i n  t h e i r  
h a l l  ye t .  I bel ieve  i t ' s  a sculptured f r i e z e  almost l i f e s i z e  of a l l  of 
the  prophets s t a r t i n g  with Abraham and going r i g h t  through, I bel ieve  
t h a t t  s what i t  is. We gave them t h a t .  I j u s t  don' t know a l l  of the  
th ings  involved. But I do r e c a l l  t h a t  one was from the  people. W e  took 
up a co l l ec t ion  on tha t .  

Q: Now how soon a f t e r  the  shock of the  f i r e  did the  congregation take 
s t e p s  necessary t o  plan f o r  the  fu tu re?  Was it immediate? 

A: Oh, I t h ink  so. I don' t  think i t  was more than t e n  days o r  two weeks 
before they s t a r t e d  formulating. Oh, my. They had a long look t o  f ind  
t h i s  property wetre on. It was a long search. And then they had a long 
search t o  decide on what kind of f a c i l i t i e s  we needed. It was a b i g  
deal .  And a l o t  of people worked on i t  too. 

Q: Now you mentioned the  decis ion  t o  look f o r  a site. Now we had an o ld  
s i t e  a t  F i f t h  and Edwards where the  church had burned. Do you remember 
any of the  decis ions  about possibly s taying down the re  o r  moving out? Do 
you remember any of the t a l k  about it? 
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A: ~ o e s n ' t  seem t o  me t h a t  they ever enter ta ined the  idea of s taying 
there.  It seems t o  me l i k e  almost instantaneously the  phone company was 
a f t e r  t h a t  place. Now t h a t  may be f a l s e .  I ' m  not  su re  about t h a t .  But 
we d id  have severa l  phone men with the  church and I th ink maybe they 
rea l i zed  it was a good time f o r  the  phone company t o  move because they 
already had the  o the r  s i d e  of the  block, you know. Well a s  you know 
the re ' s  nothing l e f t  the re  now but what, a couple of buildings.  

Q: So t h i s  decis ion  d idn ' t  r e a l l y  take  t h a t  long of a time t o  decide 
t h a t  we needed t o  move from downtown? 

A: Well, i t  seems t h a t  way t o  me. It was an awful busy t i m e ,  you know. 
P r a c t i c a l l y  from the  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  we had nothing but  junk. It was 
only a month u n t i l  Christmas. And here  we na tua l ly  had a l l  our Christmas 
plans and everything l ike  we always had. Well, i t  was j u s t  one h e c t i c  
arrangement the re  f o r  a while, Sure was. 

Q: Do you happen t o  remember how much we sold  the  land t o  the  telephone 
company f o r ,  do you have any idea?  

A: No. It seemed l i k e  a l o t  a t  t h a t  time. It probably wouldn't be a 
drop i n  the  bucket today but i t  wasn't t h a t  day. It was twenty years  
ago. More than t h a t  1 guess. 

Q: Do you remember who was chosen as a r c h i t e c t s  of the  new building? 

A: Oh, I probably could remember a t  the  t i m e .  It seems l i k e  i t  was 
H e l m l e  but I ' m  not  sure.  

B: [Betsey Frederick, Dave's wife.] One was Hadley and the  o ther  was i n  
partnership.  They were the  same a r c h i t e c t u r e  firm t h a t  designed S t .  
Aloysius out  there .  

Q: I bel ieve  the  name was Hadley and Worthington. 

A: That 's who it was, yes. 

Q: Do you remember why they were chosen? 

A: No, I d idn ' t  remember it  u n t i l  Betsey s a i d  it. No. I suppose on 
some qua l i f i ca t ions  t h a t  t h e  members h e w  of .  That 's not  my bag, you 
how. 

End of Side One, Tape One 

Q: In  Apr i l  of 1957 when the  a r c h i t e c t ' s  preliminary plans were presented 
were people i n  favor of the  design of the  new church, how i t  was supposed 
t o  look? 

A: Oh, there  was na tu ra l ly  some discussion,  We had a meeting and i t  was 
presented. I th ink it  was presented probably before and then we had a 
meeting and discussion.  And a t  t h a t  time though i t  seems t h a t  by and 
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la rge  the  majori ty wanted the  co lon ia l  type t h a t  we have. It was p r e t t y  
much t h a t  way from the  o r i g i n a l  decision.  

Q: Now might be appropr ia te  t o  t a l k  about f inance and how fundraising 
was involved. 

A: Now t h a t  was an i n t e r e s t i n g  thing. I had never seen, I had heard of 
such plans. I don' t  r e c a l l  the  name of the  company. But t h i s  i s  a 
business with them, And t h e  way i t  worked, they organized--there must 
have been twenty-five o r  t h i r t y  teams. Not teams o r i g i n a l l y ,  leaders.  
And the  leaders  were a man and wife a s  I r e c a l l .  And then they each had 
twelve o r  f i f t e e n  people. And each of those people had four o r  f i v e  
people t o  see. They weren't a l l  members t h a t  we contacted. W e  contacted 
Friends of the  Church I th ink they called them a t  t h a t  time. And a f t e r  
you got  so many pledges--why they had an encouragement. Le t ' s  see,  the  
men got  red neckt ies  and I th ink the  l a d i e s  got red s c a r f s  I bel ieve  it 
was. By gol ly ,  by the  time we got t h i s  thing p r e t t y  wel l  on the  road 
coming i n t o  church on Sunday the re  was a l o t  of red. By George i t  was 
all over the  place. And l o t  of us  wore them on anniversar ies  o r  something 
f o r  a long t i m e .  We'd g e t  out  our red tie. I th ink I s t i l l  have mine. 

Q: Did the  congregation have t o  r a i s e  the  t o t a l  cos t  of the  new building 
i n  t h i s  dr ive ,  do you remember? 

A: Oh, I th ink  we had j u s t  about $100,000 hanging over and we had t h a t  
mortgaged. And we j u s t  about cleaned t h a t  up when we b u i l t  t h i s  wing 
we're in here now. W e  s t a r t e d  a d r ive  f o r  tha t .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  we didn ' t  
h i r e  t h i s  d r ive  o u t f i t .  I th ink i t  was Louise Wollan and her  husband 
t h a t  headed i t  up, Louise Wollan I remember was p r e t t y  much a t  the  head 
of it. But she  had seen how they d id  i t  and everything we did was p r e t t y  
much the  same way and it worked p r e t t y  much the  same way. Because we got 
i n ,  had j u s t  about the  same success. 

Q :  Now i n  the  building of our new church were the re  any s p e c i a l  g i f t s  
given outs ide  of the  ones from the  members? 

A: Well, a former member, a lady who was a Post whose f a t h e r  o r  grandfather 
had been a member of t h i s  church and I bel ieve  she had been when she was 
a small chi ld .  She l ived  a long ways away. But connected t o  the  Post 
Toast ies  o u t f i t .  And she gave a r e a l  s u b s t a n t i a l  g i f t .  I don' t  r e c a l l  
what it  was. Something t o  do with t h e  chapel. Maybe a l l  of the  chapel. 
I don' t  know. 

Q: Were the re  any problems i n  the  building of the  new church such a s  
s t r i k e s ,  shortage of building mater ia ls?  

A: Well, I was not  aware of it. 

Q :  Do you remember how long i t  took f o r  the  new building t o  be completed? 

A: Oh, I should know tha t .  It was from the  t i m e  of the  f i r e ,  i t  was 
almost two years u n t i l  t he  f i r s t  serv ice .  




















