


PREFACE 

This  manuscript is  t h e  product of tape-recorded in te rv iews  conducted 
by Linda S. Jett  f o r  t h e  Oral His tory  Of f i ce  during t h e  f a l l  of 1979. 
She t r ansc r ibed ,  aud i t ed ,  and e d i t e d  the  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Howard Frazee was born i n  Spr ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  on August 28, 1904. 
H i s  f a t h e r  was a d e n t i s t  and h i s  unc le  a doc tor .  H i s  family wanted 
him t o  cont inue i n  one of t h e  medical profess ions  but  he chose c i v i l  
engineering.  He worked a s  a rodman f o r  t h e  Northwestern Rai lroad.  
During t h e  Great Depression, M r .  Frazee worked with t h e  C i v i l  Works 
Administrat ion a t  Camp But l e r  and t h e  C i v i l  Conservation Corps a t  
New Salem. During World War I1 he was s t a t i o n e d  i n  Ind ia  w i th  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  r a i l r o a d  se rv i ce .  

M r .  Frazee has f o r  t h e  l a s t  few yea r s  been t ak ing  c o l l e g e  courses  both 
a t  Lincoln Land Community College and Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  a t  
Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  A s  a s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  h i s  knowledge and experience 
have bene f i t ed  s t u d e n t s  and i n s t r u c t o r s .  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bea r  i n  mind t h a t  it is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  is not  
r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  views 
expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may b e  read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may no t  be  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical,  
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Howard Frazee, October 1979, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Linda S. J e t t ,  In te rv iewer .  

Q. Howard, when was your b i r thday?  

A. August 28, 1904. It w a s  a Sunday af te rnoon and my unc le ' s  family 
had been over f o r  d inner .  My mother went i n t o  l abo r  and my uncle  took 
ca re  of h e r  r i g h t  away. He w a s  t h e r e  a t  t h e  time. H e  had a r epu ta t ion  
of being more 0.b.  man than  most phys ic ians  i n  t h i s  town because a 
number of fe l lows  t o l d  me t h a t  my uncle  brought them i n t o  t h e  world. 

Q. Oh, your unc le  was a doc tor?  

A. Yes. And I grew up. There weren ' t  very many c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  
neighborhood t h a t  was my age. And I was born on t h e  northwest corner  
of Fourth and South Grand. 

Q. I n  Spr ing f i e ld?  

A.  In Spr ing f i e ld .  

Q. Well now, d id  your mother have you a t  home o r  d id  they go t o  
h o s p i t a l s ?  

A. A t  home. 

Q. So your uncle w a s  t h e r e  through t h e  whole de l ive ry?  

A. Yes. A t  t h a t  t ime t h e r e  were very  few t h a t  went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l s .  
My uncle  s a i d  one t ime,  he  d i ed  i n  1937. He s a i d ,  "Pre t ty  soon why 
t h e y ' l l  have t o  go ou t .  They won't be a b l e  t o  go and say  t h e r e ' s  l og  
cabin, t h a t  was t h e  b i r t h  p l ace  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  a t  t h a t  time." 

My f a t h e r  w a s  a d e n t i s t  and 1 d i d n ' t  go down t o  t h e  o f f i c e  very  o f t e n ,  
though I w a s  probably f i v e  o r  s i x  yea r s  o l d  when I w a s  a b l e  t o  walk 
downtown. We had s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  wi th in  a block,  over on F i f t h  
S t r e e t  t h a t  ran  from t h e  c a r  barns which would havebeen loca t ed  a t  
S ix th  and Ash. And t h i s  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e  went ou t  t o  Calvary Cemetery. 
O r  we could g e t  a t r a n s f e r  downtown, and then we could come back home 
usua l ly  the  South Second S t r e e t  car l i n e  which ran  down Capi to l  Avenue 
and turned a t  t h e  S t a t e  Capi to l .  

Q. Did these  s t r e e t c a r s  have t h e i r  own power and were they pu l l ed  by 
horses? 
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A. They had t h e i r  own power. There weren't  any horsecars .  They 
had theminsame >places  but  no t  he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q. Did they  run by motor? 

A. Yes, they were e l e c t r i c .  They run 440 v o l t s  and they had wheels and 
t h e  t r o l l e y  i s  connection. L a t e r  on the  boys, when we were going t o  
school  and s t u f f ,  we'd g e t  a whole l o t  of kids on t h e  c a r  and then  they 'd 
p u l l  t h e  t r o l l e y  o f f .  A t  f i r s t  they had a motorman and a conductor.  And 
then l a t e r  they went t o  one-man c a r ,  j u s t  t h e  motor. And they used t h e  
f a r e  boxes t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  co ins .  And f i r s t  f a r e  t h a t  I remember was a 
n i ck& o r  I th ink  you could buy t i c k e t s ,  s i x  f o r  a qua r t e r .  Up t o  twelve 
you rode f r e e ,  I th ink ,  i f  you were accompanied by an a d u l t .  

Q. Was t h a t  t h e  most popular method of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ?  

A. Well, i t  was t h e  main method of t r anspor t a t ion .  They had a number 
of l i n e s .  There w a s  one t h a t  r an  on Spring S t r e e t  on t h e  f a r  s i d e  of 
t h e  Capi to l  Building. And a t  t h a t  t ime t h e  Cap i to l  Building was a l l  by 
i t s e l f .  There were no o t h e r  bu i ld ings .  There was no complex of bu i ld ings .  
And then t h e  Supreme Court Building,  I guess ,  was b u i l t  a c ros s  t h e  s t r e e t ,  
and then i n  1918 they b u i l t  t h e  Centennial  Building. And it was s o r t  of 
a park o r  woodsy p l ace .  And t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  s t r e e t t h a t  ran  t h e r e  by 
Jackson S t r e e t .  I don' t  remember what t h e  name of t h e  s t r e e t  was r i g h t  
t he re .  It 's probably a cont inua t ion  p r e t t y  much of Jackson h e r e  i n  
Spr ingf ie ld .  And t h e  South Second s t r e e t c a r  l i n e  went down Capi to l  
Avenue t o  Second S t r e e t ,  and then  south  on Second t o  Allen,  west on Allen 
t o  Walnut, and south on Walnut t o  South Grand. And then r i g h t  a t  t h e  end 
of Lincoln Avenue on South Grand o r  j u s t  west of t h e r e  perhaps c l o s e r  t o  
Park. Now they  had a l i t t l e  s h e l t e r  which was t h e  end of t h e  l i n e .  And 
then l a t e r  on why they extended t h e  l i n e  on South Grand Avenue t o  Noble. 
Then they ran down the middle of Noble Avenue t o  Laurel  and over  t o  t h e  
country club s o  t h a t  t h e  members of t he  country club--a l o t  of them used 
t h e  s t r e e t c a r s  and no t  Cad i l l ac s  a t  t h a t  time. ( laughs)  

Q. How b i g  w a s  Sp r ing f i e ld  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Between f o r t y  and f i f t y  thousand, I would say. 

Q. How f a r  ou t  d i d  t h e  c i t y  extend? 

A. Well, it was p r e t t y  much b u i l t  up c i t y  between Grand Avenues. There 
w a s  South Grand and West Grand which is now MacArthur. North Grand was 
where i t  i s  now and then t h e r e  was, I t h i n k  i t  was e igh teen th  o r  n ine t een th ,  
I'm not  s u r e  which. It was t h e  e a s t  end of town. They had one c a r  l i n e .  
They had houses along F i f t h  S t r e e t .  And then  they s t a r t e d  bu i ld ing  
between Fourth S t r e e t ,  went t o  Cedar and skipped about two b locks ,  and 
then from Laure l  t o  Ash. And on t h e  southwest corner  of Fourth and Ash 
was Gardner. That was t h e  man's name who l i v e d  t h e r e .  And he was t h e  
only house down the re .  And between Vine and Allen on Fourth S t r e e t  t h e r e  
was one Spr ing f i e ld i an  t h e r e  by t h e  name of Van Cleave. He had probably 
a l l  but  about a hundred f e e t  of t h e  block between Vine and Allen. H e  had 
the  south  p a r t  from Fourth t o  Third. He had a barn b u i l t  back t h e r e  and 
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he had every th ing  b r i ck .  And then  south of him w a s  Fayar t .  Fayart  
l i v e d  j u s t  south of Vine S t r e e t .  And then Klahol t  and then Lougharnan, 
and t h e  Beards. A l l  t h e s e  people almost owned from Fourth t o  Third 
S t r e e t .  

Q. Now d id  t h e  s t r e e t c a r  run out t h e r e  by them? 

A. No, t h e  s t r e e t c a r  was a block e a s t  over  on F i f t h  S t r e e t .  

Q. Okay. Did t h e  s t r e e t c a r  run every day? 

A. Yes, Unless t h e r e  was a snow storm. They ran  on about a t e n  
minute schedule.  

Q. Well, how many were t h e r e  f o r  t h e  s i z e  of Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A. Well, t h e  people used s t r e e t c a r s  i n s t e a d  . . . . A l o t  of t imes 
i n  t h e  summer, why t h e  women would wear whi te  d re s ses .  They'd have 
t o  s i t  by these  miners where they d i d n ' t  have any washrooms when they 
came up out  of t h e  mines. I f o r g e t  what mine i t  was. [Woodside] It 
was a t ,  we l l  i t  was around Ninth S t r e e t ,  was t h e  s h a f t .  And i t  was 
south of Ash, about a block o r  so. J u s t  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  car barns .  
Then t h e s e  l i n e s  were extended from time t o  t ime. 

Q. And these  l a d i e s  had t o  s i t  by t h e  miners then? 

A.  Y e s .  They d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h a t  but i t  was one of those  th ings ,  (laughs) 
But you can j u s t  imagine what t h e s e  miners were smell ing l i k e  when they 
aame up out  of t h e  mines, because i t ' s  much warmer down t h e r e  i n  t h e  
mine. And they were working i n  very warm temperature.  

Q. Did your mother t a l k  about t h i s ?  

A. Well, I ' ve  seen i t .  She fussed about i t .  And everybody fussed  
about i t .  And then  t h e r e  were o t h e r  mines t h a t  went ou t  North Ninth. 
And I was out  t o  t h e  fa i rgrounds ,  and the  fa i rgrounds  was about where 
i t  is  now. But it d i d n ' t  go. It ended a t  Eighth S t r e e t  on t h e  west.  

Q. Well now, was t h e  country c lub  t h e  only p l ace  ou t  of town t h a t  t he  
s t r e e t c a r  ran to?  

A.  Well, they  had an in t e ru rban  t h a t  ran  ou t  t o  White City I th ink  i t  
was and on t o  Rochester. 

Q. What's an in t e ru rban?  

A. Well, t h a t ' s  oneof  t h e s e  e l e c t r i c  l i n e s .  Well i t  w a s  very similar 
t o  t h e  s t r e e t c a r  bu t  i t  was between towns. And t h e  main one w a s  t h e  
I l l i n o i s  Trac t ion  System. They c a l l e d  i t  t h e  McKinley Lines because 
I t h i n k  t h e r e  was someone by t h e  name of McKinley t h a t  con t ro l l ed  
s tock  i n  i t .  They ran over t h e  same tracks a s  t h e  s t r e e t c a r s  from 
about Spring and Cedar along t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  s ta tehouse  t o  Monroe 
S t r e e t  and then  e a s t  on Monroe t o  Ninth. 
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Q. Did they charge? 

A. Yes, they  charged. They d i d n ' t  make very many s t o p s  i n  town u n t i l  
they got down t o  I l l i n o i s  Trac t ion  depot which was loca t ed  around Ninth 
and Monroe a longs ide  t h e  s t r e e t .  And it was an  o ld  f r e i g h t  house. They 
shipped f r e i g h t  and had r e g u l a r  boxcars and o t h e r  f r e i g h t  handl ing c a r s  
that any o t h e r  r a i l r o a d  had. They were b a s i c a l l y  a r a i l r o a d .  

Q. But passengers  d i d  r i d e ?  

A. Well, they had t r a i n s .  They used t o  run a s l e e p e r  t o  Peo r i a  from 
Spr ing f i e ld  and S t .  Louis, Champaign, Urbana, and along t o  Danvi l le ,  I 
be l ieve .  

Q. Did you ever  r i d e  t h e  in t e ru rban?  

Q. Was i t  open l i k e  a s t r e e t c a r  was? 

A. No. No, i t  w a s  l i k e  t h e  passenger c a r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I don ' t  know 
what. See a l o t  of t h e  f r e i g h t  c a r s  a t  t h a t  time had wood frames 
r a t h e r  than  s t e e l  frames. They handled q u i t e  a b i t  of f r e i g h t  and they 
went r i g h t  through t h e  middle of town. They d i d n ' t  have p a r l o r  c a r s  on 
t h e  in t e ru rban .  They d i d n ' t  make any r e a l  l o c a l  s tops .  Now, anybody 
t h a t  l i v e d  out  i n  t h e  country,  t h a t  i s  they could g e t  a s top  b u i l t  f o r  
them and they could f l a g  i t  down. But they s e n t  a t r a i n  every hour t o  
t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s  t h a t  they r an  t o .  Sp r ing f i e ld  was s o r t  of a 
hub f o r  I l l i n o i s  Trac t ion .  And they were o n e o f t h e  b e s t  money makers 
back i n  t h e  twent ies .  

Q. Well now, a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  century,  were they s t i l l  using horse  
and buggy? 

A. Oh, yes. Yes. See, a long i n  1906 o r  so ,  I th ink ,  was about t he  
f i r s t  automobile. 

Q. Did your f a t h e r  have an automobile? 

A. Be bought one i n  1913, 

Q. What was i t ?  

A. It was a Paige De t ro i t  and t h e  next  one was a Chandler. Then he 
bought a Haynes, which was supposed tobe  America's f i r s t  ca r .  Then he 
had a Packard sedan that--then he went t o  a Dodge and then  a Pont iac .  

Q. What's t h e  f i r s t  c a r  t h a t  you remember? 

A. Well, I th ink  my f a t h e r  had t h e  f i r s t  c a r  i n  t h e  family. I can 
remember a l l  of them. 

Q. How have they  changed? 
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A. Well, they  had l a r g e r  wheels. You s e e  a t  t h a t  t ime they had hard 
road ou t  t o  t h e  o l d  waterworks out  on t h e  Sangamon River.  And they had 
one t h a t  r an  down through town. This  was i n  around l a t e  t eens  and e a r l y  
twent ies .  And they had a  road down a s  f a r  a s  Auburn hard road. That 
was on t h e  s i x t y  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  bond i s s u e .  And then they l a t e r  f l o a t e d  
a hundred m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  bond i s s u e  t o  extend t h e  highway system. They 
b u i l t  t h e  t e s t  road out  a t  Bates.  And t h a t  w a s  p a r t  of Route 36 from 
where t h i s  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  Wabash Rai lroad west t o  New Ber l in .  

Q. Can you desc r ibe  t h a t  f i r s t  c a r ?  

A. It w a s  a f i v e  passenger and it was a tou r ing  c a r .  That i s  i t  had a  
fo ld ing  top. And i t  had s i d e  c u r t a i n s  t h a t  you put on f o r  r a i n  and i t  
was a fou r  cy l inde r .  T t h i n k  i t  took a 34-4 t i r e .  

Q. Well then i t  d i d n ' t  have g l a s s  windows? 

A. No. 

Q. No windows at a l l ?  

A. No. 

Q. What about t h e  windshield? 

A. Well, t h a t  was glass and i t  fo lded  down. Was p l a t e  g l a s s  and up t i l l  
t h e  time t h e  Model A Ford when Henry Ford s t a r t e d  using laminated s a f e t y  
glass--he was t h e  f i r s t  one t o  make shat ter-proof  windshields .  

Q. Did you have windshield wipers? 

A. No, you didn '  t .  

Q. What d i d  you do i f  i t  rained? 

A. Well, probably sometime i n  t h e  twent ies  why they had a  l i t t l e  hand- 
operated one t h a t  you go up and swing i t  back and f o r t h  t o  brush t h e  
i c e  o f f .  There weren ' t  very many cars t h a t  had hea t .  

Q. So what d i d  you do t o  keep warm? 

A. Well, we had t h e s e  l a p  robes a t  t h a t  time. Then wealthy people used 
b u f f a l o  h ides .  

Q. Why a b u f f a l o  h ide?  

A. W e l l ,  they were long f u r  and they were more a p t  t o  keep you w a r m .  
But o t h e r  f e l l ow i n  t h e  ca r - i t  wasn ' t  u n t i l  about 1935 t h a t  t h e  hea t e r  
became p r e t t y  much s tandard ized  i n  t h e  automobile. 

Q. Do you know how much your f a t h e r ' s  f i rs t  c a r  c o s t ?  

A. I th ink  i t  w a s  t h i r t e e n  hundred and seventy-f ive d o l l a r s .  That was 
t h e  l i s t  p r i c e .  I don ' t  know what he pa id  f o r  i t .  



Howard Frazee 6 

Q. Where d id  he g e t  t h e  f u e l  f o r  i t ?  

A. Well, a t  t h a t  t ime t h e r e  wasn't  very many f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n s  and 
Standard O i l ,  they 'd  s e l l  you a  f i v e  ga l lon  can. Then they 'd  come 
around wi th  t h e i r  horse-drawn tank  wagon and f i l l  i t  f o r  you a t  t h e  
garage. 

Q. So you had your own p r i v a t e  f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n .  Well, what d i d  you 
do when you took a  t r i p ?  

A. Well, t h e r e  were p l aces  where you could buy gas,  too.  I guess i t  
was probably about t h e  t ime of World War I, t h i n k  t h a t  they went i n t o  
more gas s t a t i o n s .  

Q. Was t h e  t r i p s  mainly wi th in  the  c i t y ?  

A. Well, a  l o t  of t h a t  depended because some people d id  d r i v e  out  of 
town. Then they  got ,  I guess about 1915 o r  1916 why we s t a r t e d  d r iv ing  
up t o  Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, Green Lake. About two hundred and f i f t y  
miles .  There was usua l ly  an overnight  s t o p  on t h e  way. 

Q. Where d id  you s t o p  a t ?  

A.  They had h o t e l s .  See back a t  t h a t  t ime, t h e  salesmen c a l l e d  on 
bus inesses  and they  rode t h e  t r a i n .  So they had a  l o t  of h o t e l s .  
Almost every l i t t l e  town had a  h o t e l .  Now then l a t e r  on then  when t h e  
motels  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  t o  be a  b i g  ope ra t ion  a f t e r  World War 11, then 
they went t o  t h e  motels.  But t hese  salesmen maybe have a  couple of 
rooms i n  a  h o t e l  i f  i t  was a bigger  p lace .  And then  they 'd have these  
t runks  of samples so t h a t  you could s e e  t h e  goods. And they operated 
somewhat under--called them drummers, I be l i eve .  

Q. Did you ever  s e e  one? 

A. Oh, yes .  I ' v e  seen them. They became e x t i n c t  around World War 11. 

Q. What kind of roads d id  you have? 

A. J u s t  d i r t .  Oh, I guess around sixteen--then t h e  main roads why 
they s t a r t e d  o i l i n g  then and i t  b u i l t  up enough base wi th  t h i s  o i l  and 
d i r t .  So they was f a i r l y  s t a b l e  roads.  

Q. What about t h e  c i t y  s t r e e t s ?  

A. Well, a lot: of them were mud. J u s t  before  I w a s  born, I th ink .  
Because as long as I can remember, South Grand was paved. It was paved 
with a spha l t .  It was very new. It was only a  year  o r  two because one 
f r i e n d  born about 1900 s a i d  t h a t  they helped t o  su r f ace  over t h e r e  
around Fourth and Pine,  t h a t ' s  P-I-N-E. And i t  was muddy and they had 
t o  use t h e  e lephants  t o  p u l l  t h e  c i r c u s  wagons over t o  t h e  c i r c u s  
grounds. There were a  number of d i f f e r e n t  c i r c u s e s ,  Ringl ing Brothers ,  
Barnum and Bai ley ,  Robinson, and any number of people l i k e  t h a t .  It 
w a s  . . . , 
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Q. Do you remember see ing  a c i r c u s ?  

A. Well, I ' v e  seen s e v e r a l ,  but  I don ' t  remember which ones I went t o .  
I th ink  t h e r e  was a fe l low,  Robinson, t h a t  l i v e d  i n  Green Lake, Wisconsin. 
1 t h i n k  he was t h e  owner of one of t he  c i r c u s e s .  Maybe i t  was through 
him t h a t  they got t h e  w in te r  q u a r t e r s  f o r  one of the c i r c u s e s  up around 
Lacrosse, Wisconsin. It 's s t i l l  t h e r e ,  I be l i eve .  

Q. You mentioned t h a t  they o i l e d  t h e  roads. Did you s e e  them o i l  t h e  
roads? 

A. Oh,  yes ,  

Q. How did  they do i t ?  

A. Well, they had t h i s  tank  t ruck .  Then they had t h i s  p ipe  from the  
tank down t o  t h e  pump and then  they had a T on t h a t .  They had pe r fo ra t ed  
p ipes  t h a t  went out  each way from t h e  c e n t e r  and they j u s t  sp r ink led  o i l  
on i t  t h a t  way. They had a va lve  next  t o  t he  tank t h a t  would shut  i t  
o f f .  

Q. Okay. You t a lked  about t h e  c a r  barn. J u s t  what i s  a c a r  barn? 

A. When they ran  t h e  s t r e e t c a r s  i n  f o r  overnight  s h e l t e r .  Up u n t i l  
about 1910 o r  poss ib ly  i t  might have been as l a t e  as  1920, we had summer 
and winter  s t r e e t c a r s .  

Q. What's t h e  d i f f e r ence?  

A. Well, one went on t h e  r e g u l a r  run  and were b u i l t  a g r e a t  d e a l  about 
roughly t h e  p a t t e r n  of one of t h e s e  passenger t r a i n  c a r s .  But t hese  open 
c a r s  t h a t  they  had, they  had a s t e p  on e i t h e r  s i d e  t h a t  they had ba r s  
t h a t  dropped down on t h e  lef t -hand s i d e  t o  keep t h e  people from going over 
t he re .  If  they were i n  double t r a c k  why somebody could ge t  ou t  and g e t  
run over by a s t r e e t c a r .  And they had a l i t t l e  s p e c i a l  r a i l  f o r  a long 
t i m e ,  but  then I th ink  they went t o  a r egu la r  r a i l r o a d  r a i l .  I was 
working up i n  Peo r i a  around 1925 and they got  i n  some r a i l  f o r  t h e i r  
s t r e e t c a r  l i n e .  They used a r egu la r  n ine ty  pound rail .  That ' s  n ine ty  
pounds t o  t h e  yard.  That ' s  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h a t .  There were any 
number of d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s ,  s i x t y ,  s ix ty - f ive ,  s ix ty - s ix ,  seventy-two, 
seventy-f ive pound ra i l ,  e ighty- f ive  pounds t o  t h e  yard.  And n ine ty  
pounds and a hundred pounds. And then  they went up t o  a hundred and 
twelve. I t h i n k  they  had a hundred and e i g h t  pounds f o r  a while .  And 
most of t h e  heavy t r a f f i c  l i n e s  had a hundred and twelve pound r a i l  f o r  
q u i t e  a few yea r s  be fo re  World War 11. 

9. L e t ' s  go back t o  your f a t h e r .  What was your f a t h e r ' s  name? 

A.  Owen Lincoln. 

Q. And when was he born? 
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Q. And you say he was a d e n t i s t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Where d id  he  go t o  school  a t ?  

A. He went t o  a three-year school ,  Chicago College of Dental Surgery 
t h a t  was p a r t  of Lake Fores t  Univers i ty  a t  t h e  time he went, bu t  l a t e r  
i t  become a p a r t  of Loyola i n  Chicago. And Univers i ty  of Chicago had a 
d e n t a l  school  and medical school .  And Northwestern, they had downtown 
medical and d e n t a l  school  on Chicago Avenue e a s t  of Michigan Avenue. 
And I b e l i e v e  they  c a l l e d  i t  t h e  Weibolt Campus. 

Q. How long d id  he go t o  school? 

A. The t h r e e  yea r s  w a s  a l l .  And he graduated i n  1896. 

Q, Why d id  he become a d e n t i s t ?  

A. Well, t o  be t r u t h f u l ,  I don' t  know. I t h i n k  he would have l i k e d  t o  
have had me go wi th  him i n  d e n t i s t r y ,  o r  wi th  my uncle  i n  medicine. But 
I j u s t  d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  I was t h e  type  f o r  t h a t ,  and I l i k e d  t o  be ou t s ide .  
I s o r t  of enjoyed s o r t  of semi-manual l abo r  t h a t  you g e t  with surveying 
and t h a t  w a s  c i v i l  engineering.  Then you have subord ina tes .  A t  t h a t  t ime, 
why they  probably had a l o t  more know-how than  they do now. This  is,  those  
old-time engineers ,  they could go i n  bus iness  themselves i f  they had t o .  
One engineer  r e c e n t l y  t o l d  me, he s a i d  they go out  bu t  t h e y ' r e  a f r a i d  of 
t h e  union. They go out  and they s t a k e  t h e  job out  and they ' r e  gone before  
t h e  l a b o r  moves i n .  

Q. Was your f a t h e r  married when he went t o  d e n t i s t r y  school? 

A. No. H e  was s i n g l e .  He was married t h e  14 th  of August i n  1901. 

Q. How did  he meet h i s  wi fe?  

A.  Well, she was a school  t eache r  he re  f o r  about s i x  months. I don ' t  
know maybe she  came i n  with another  p a t i e n t .  

Q. Where was she t eaching  school? 

A. Sp r ing f i e ld  High School which was then loca t ed  where t h e  I R S  
[ I l l i n o i s  Revenue Serv ice]  Building i s  now and was a l i t t l e  red  b r i c k  
school. 

Q. What d id  she teach? 

A.  Well, I t h i n k  she  taught  English.  And she s a i d  she  could a l s o  teach 
math, bu t  she never helped me wi th  any math problems. And I t h i n k  she  
probably fo rgo t  about i t .  

Q. Did she go t o  school? 
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A. Well, I don' t  know what--she went t o  school .  She went t o  boarding 
school  when she was about twelve yea r s  o ld .  And then  she  taught  some 
i n  New York. 

Q. Oh, she dTd. Was she  o r i g i n a l l y  from t h e  East?  

A. She was born i n  J acksonv i l l e  and h e r  grandfa ther  was a Bap t i s t  
min i s t e r .  H e  was m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  Bap t i s t  Church i n  Jacksonv i l l e  when 
she was born. He was t h e r e  from about  1869 u n t i l  t h e  end of 1872.  
She w a s  just a mere baby when they left Jacksonv i l l e .  And then  I t h i n k  
they went up t o  Keokuk [Iowa]. 

Q. What's your mother 's name? 

A. Her maiden name w a s  Eleanor Spencer Washington. 

Q. And what i s  h e r  b i r t h d a t e ?  

A.  Well, i t  was November 24th i n  1872. 

Q. Did your f a t h e r  cour t  your mother? 

A. I don ' t  know how much. It cou ldn ' t  have been t o o  much. 

Q. Why i s  t h a t ?  

A. Well, s i x  months was n o t  a long pe r iod  of time. I don ' t  know when i t  
was t h a t  they met. 

Q. Did they have a church wedding? 

A. Well, they had a wedding a t  my unc le ' s  up i n  Chicago. He was, I 
think, an o f f i c i a l  of t h e  Ryerson S t e e l  Company. No. 1 c a n ' t  t h i n k  
of i t  by name. Ryerson. R-Y-E-R-S-0-N i s  the  name of t h e  s t e e l  
company. And I t h i n k  i f  was probably taken over  by Inland.  

Q. Did your mother cont inue  t o  teach?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you know why? 

A. Well, i t  wasn't  t h e  t h i n g  f o r  married women t o  teach a t  that time. 

Q. I see .  

A.  She never d i d  work anywhere a f t e r  they  were marr ied.  

Q. How many c h i l d r e n  were t h e r e ?  

A. There w e r e  t h r ee .  1 had a b ro the r  who was born i n  1903 on t h e  
fou r t een th  of J u l y  and d i ed  t h e  tenth of January of 1904, 

Q. Do you know why? 
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A. Well, i t  was one of t hese  sudden i n f a n t  dea ths .  They s a i d  he went 
i n t o  convulsions and t h a t  was t h e  end of i t .  Well, I w a s  a l ready  
conceived but--so I never had a b ro the r  t o  p lay  with.  And then  my 
s i s t e r ,  she w a s  born i n  1909. She and I don ' t  seem t o  ge t  a long so  
well .  There 's  an  a w f u 1 , w e l l t h e r e ' s  competi t ion and t h e  proper ty  
w e  have j o i n t l y .  I don' t  have any now but  I have got  one l i t t l e  
p i ece  of t imberland t h a t ' s  owned j o i n t l y  wi th  a n iece .  So we  tend 
t o  have two p i eces  of r e n t a l  p roper ty .  But the t enan t  wanted t o  buy 
one of them and my s i s t e r  wanted me t o  t ake  t h a t  and s e l l  i t  t o  him 
and pay t h e  income t a x  on t h e  whole th ing .  I d i d n ' t .  She wanted me 
t o  pay h e r  t e n  thousand t o  boot.  I s a i d  w e l l  I ' d  break even i f  she 
pa id  m e  f i f t y - f i v e  thousand. So t h a t ' s  how c l o s e  we were on i t .  

Q. Did you g e t  a long toge the r  as ch i ld ren?  

A. Not p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  no. 

END OF SIDE ONE 

A. Well, s e e  t h e r e ' s  f i v e  yea r s  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  our ages.  And I went away 
t o  I l l i n o i s  College and she  went t o  Northwestern. 1 went up t o  Northwestern 
f o r  a while ,  about one year .  It was he r  freshman year .  

Q. Where d id  you a t t e n d  school  when you were ch i ld ren?  

A. Well, I went about s i x  months t o  t h e  S t u a r t  School f o r  t h e  f i r s t  grade. 
And then  I went over t o  t h e  Lawrence School. When I was i n  c l a s s  4 A ,  they 
s t a r t e d  a j u n i o r  h igh  system here .  The S t u a r t  School was made a s i x t h  
grade and t h a t  was a s  h igh  as they went. And they had lower grades over 
a t  Lawrence, bu t  they d i d n ' t  push them. But they had then  t h e  seventh,  
e igh th ,  and n i n t h  grades f o r  most of them went t o  t h e  S t u a r t  School. 

Q.  How long d id  you go t o  school? 

A.  Well, I graduated from high  school  i n  1922 and t h a t  w a s  a new bu i ld ing  
a t  t h a t  time. And wi th  a l l  four  c l a s s e s  t h e r e  was only about e leven  
hundred. They wondered how they would ever  ge t  i t  f i l l e d  up. Every room 
was f i l l e d  by t h e  t i m e  I got  out  of h igh  school .  

Q. Now which school  w a s  t h i s ?  

A.  Spr ing f i e ld  High. 

Q. How many d i d  you have i n  your c l a s s ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was around two hundred and t h i r t y .  

Q, How d i d  you g e t  back and f o r t h  t o  school?  

A.  Well, I walked a good d e a l  of t h e  time from Fourth and South Grand over 
where Spr ing f i e ld  High is now. It was about a mi le  and a h a l f .  



Howard Frazee 11 

Q. Did you come home f o r  lunch? 

A. No. No, we only had a s h o r t  lunch hour. I th ink  twenty-five minutes 
o r  so.  And we had a h igh  school  c a f e t e r i a  and then  t h e r e  was a high 
school  bakery. And then another  p l ace  down on t h e  corner  which served 
food. 

About t h e  e a r l y  t ime i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  we had an awful l o t  of l i t t l e  bus inesses ,  
up u n t i l  World War I. A good many of them were corner  g roce r i e s .  Then 
F i she r  Grocery, which l a t e r  became Eisner ,  they  had a s  high a s  twenty some 
numbers, number of a t o r e s  they had. They were only about s i x  blocks 
a p a r t .  You had open spaces.  

And then t h e r e  was a fe l low,  Ed Paine,  who was a banker,  and he had 
s o r t  of a mansion on South Grand where t h e  o ld  Sears  Roebuck bu i ld ing  
was. That w a s  t o r n  down when they  b u i l t  t h e  Sears  bui ld ing .  And o the r  
houses moved t o  new l o c a t i o n s .  But t h a t  was s tone ,  very heavy. They 
j u s t  t o r e  i t  down. And j u s t  happened t h a t  I had t h e  remodeling on t h e  
seven out  of e leven  houses and then  p r i o r  t o  t h e  remodeling on an e igh th  
one. I knew enough about engineering t o  be a b l e  t o  l a y  out  t h e  foundat ion 
on a number of occasions.  A b r i c k l a y e r  t o l d  me t h a t  i f  I brought up t o  
grade, why 1 ' d  save about two hundred d o l l a r s  a house. So I had a t r a n s i t  
and I ' d  go and make a survey of t h e  house a t  t h e  o ld  l o c a t i o n  and go over 
and reproduce t h a t  at t h e  new l o c a t i o n .  

*Q. How did you move houses? 

A. W e l l ,  pu t  them up on t imbers .  Well most of them went on 1 2  x 1 2  t imber,  
bu t  sometimes they had a heavy house and they put  t h a t  on a 16 x 16 timber.  
I f o r g e t  what t h e y ' r e  c a l l e d .  But they moved t h e  houses on t h r e e  d o l l i e s ,  
they c a l l e d  them. And t h e  Heffern Brothers  had t h e  d o l l i e s .  They were 
ironworkers a s  w e l l  a s  housemovers. Then around 1950 o r  so ,  why they t o l d  
me I ' d  have t o  g e t  t h e  rubber t i r e  d o l l i e s  i f  they moved any more houses. 
Anymore you don ' t  s e e  very many houses moved. I t ' s  expensive. It don ' t  
he lp  them any. Well, t h i s  one house, i t  must have been about a ten-room 
house. We got  i t  over t o  t h e  new l o c a t i o n  and t h e  e l e c t r i c i a n  went i n  
and looked a t  it. He s a i d ,  "Come he re ,  Howard." And they had two c i r c u i t s  
then  on about a ten-room house wi th  j u s t  tw i s t ed  wire  fu ses .  And t h a t  was 
i n s t a l l e d  about 1901. And t h i s  w a s  back i n  1950. When we got  through, we 
had fou r t een  c i r c u i t s .  

I r an  t h e  mile  i n  my s e n i o r  yea r  of high school .  

Q. How did  you do? 

A. Well, I w a s  on t h e  team. I won a couple--one gold medal and placed i n  
one of t h e  meets. We had meets i n  J acksonv i l l e .  And then they had 
Charleston,  and t h e r e ' s  another  l i t t l e  school  down the re .  And Milliken 
also had a meet. And I l l i n o i s  College had a meet. 

Q. What were some of your o the r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  you were involved i n ?  




































































































