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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted
by Linda S. Jett for the Oral History Office during the fall of 1979.
She transcribed, audited, and edited the transcript.

Howard Frazee was born in Springfield, Illinois on August 28, 1904.
His father was a dentist and his uncle a doctor. Hig family wanted
him to continue in one of the medical professions but he chose civil
engineering. He worked as a rodman for the Northwestern Railroad.
During the Great Depression, Mr. Frazee worked with the Civil Works
Administration at Camp Butler and the Civil Conservation Corps at
New Salem. During World War IT he was stationed in India with the
military railroad service.

Mr. Frazee has for the last few years been taking college courses both
at Lincoln Land Community College and Sangamon State University at
Springfield, Illinois. As a senior citizen his knowledge and experience
have benefited students and instructors.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.
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Howard Frazee, October 1979, Springfield, Illinois.

Linda 5. Jett, Interviewer.

Q. Howard, when was your birthday?

A, August 28, 1904. It was a Sunday afternoon and my uncle's family
had been over for dinner. My mother went into labor and my uncle took
care of her right away. He was there at the time. He had a reputation
of being more o.b., man than most physicians in this town because a
number of fellows told me that my uncle brought them into the world.

Q. Oh, your uncle was a doctor?

A, Yes. And I grew up. There weren't very many children in the
neighborhood that was my age. And I was born on the northwest corner
of Fourth and South Grand.

Q. In Springfield?
A. 1In Springfield.

Q. Well now, did your mother have you at home or did they go to
hospitals?

A. At home,
Q. So your uncle was there through the whole delivery?

A. Yes. At that time there were very few that went to the hospitals.
My uncle said one time, he died in 1937. He said, 'Pretty soon why
they'll have to go out. They won't be able to go and say there's log
cabin, that was the birth place of the president, at that time.,"

My father was a dentist and I didn't go down to the office very often,
though I was probably five or six years old when I was able to walk
downtown. We had streetcar service within a block, over on Fifth
Street that ran from the car barns which would have been located at
Sixth and Ash. And this streetcar line went out to Calvary Cemetery.
Or we could get a transfer downtown, and then we could come back home
usually the South Second Street car line which ran down Capitol Avenue
and turned at the State Capitol.

Q. Did these streetcars have their own power and were they pulled by
horses?
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A, They had their own power. There weren't any horsecars. They
had them in some places but not here in Springfield.

Q. Did they run by motor?

A, Yes, they were electric., They run 440 volts and they had wheels and
the trolley is connection. Later on the boys, when we were going to
school and stuff, we'd get a whole lot of kids on the car and then they'd
pull the trolley off. At first they had a motorman and a conductor. And
then later they went to one-man car, just the motor. 'And they used the
fare boxes to collect the coins. And first fare that I remember was a
nickel or I think you could buy tickets, six for a quarter. Up to twelve
you rode free, I think, if you were accompanied by an adult.

Q. Was that the most popular method of transportation?

A. Well, it was the main method of transportation. They had a number

of lines., There was one that ran on Spring Street on the far side of

the Capitol Building. And at that time the Capitol Building was all by
itself, There were no other buildings. There was no complex of buildings.
And then the Supreme’ Court Building, I guess, was built across the street,
and then in 1918 they built the Centennial Building. And it was sort of
a park or woodsy place. And there was a little street that ran there by
Jackson Street. I don't remember what the name of the street was right
there. It's probably a continuation pretty much of Jackson here in
Springfield. And the South Second streetcar line went down Capitol
Avenue to Second Street, and then south on Second to Allen, west on Allen
to Walnut, and south on Walnut to South Grand. And then right at the end
of Lincoln Avenue on South Grand or just west of there perhaps closer to
Park. ©Now they had a little shelter which was the end of the line. And
then later on why they extended the line on South Grand Avenue to Noble.
Then they ran down the middle of Noble Avenue to Laurel and over to the
country club so that the members of the country club--a lot of them used
the streetcars and not Cadillacs at that time. (laughs)

Q. How big was Springfield at that time?
A. Between forty and fifty thousand, I would say.
Q. How far out did the city extend?

A. Well, it was pretty much built up city between Grand Avenues., There
was South Grand and West Grand which is now MacArthur. North Grand was
where it is now and then there was, I think it was eighteenth or nineteenth,
I'm not sure which. It was the east end of town. They had one car line.
They had houses along Fifth Street. And then they started building
between Fourth Street, went to Cedar and skipped about two blocks, and
then from Laurel to Ash. And on the southwest corner of Fourth and Ash
was Gardner. That was the man's name who lived there. And he was the
only house down there. And between Vine and Allen on Fourth Street there
was one Springfieldian there by the name of Van Cleave. He had probably
all but about a hundred feet of the block between Vine and Allen, He had
the south part from Fourth to Third. He had a barn built back there and
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he had everything brick. And then south of him was Fayart. Fayart
lived just south of Vine Street. And then Klaholt and then Loughaman,
and the Beards. All these people almost owned from Fourth to Third
Street.

Q. Now did the streetcar run out there by them?
A. 'No, the streetcar was a block east over on Fifth Street.
Q. Okay. Did the streetcar run every day?

A, Yes, Unless there was a snow storm. They ran on about a ten
minute schedule.

Q. Well, how many were there for the size of Springfield?

A. Well, the people used streetcars: instead . . . . A lot of times
in the summer, why the women would wear white dresses. They'd have
to sit by these miners where they didn't have any washrooms when they
came up out of the mines. I forget what mine it was. [Woodside] It
was at, well it was around Ninth Street, was the shaft. And it was
south of Ash, about a block or so. Just other side of the car barns.
Then these lines were extended from time to time.

Q. And these ladies had to sit by the miners.then?

A, Yes. They didn't like that but it was one of those things. (laughs)
But you can just imagine what these miners were smelling like when they
came up out of the mines, because it's much warmer down there in the
mine. And they were working in wvery warm temperature.

Q. Did your mother talk about this?

A. Well, I've seen it. She fussed about it, And everybody fussed

about it. And then there were other mines that went out North Ninth.
And T was out to the fairgrounds, and the fairgrounds was about where
it is now. But it didn't go. It ended at Eighth Street on the west.

Q. Well now, was the country club the only place out of town that the
streetcar ran to? /

A, Well, they had an interurban that ran out to White City I think it
was and on to Rochester.

Q. What's an interurban?

A. Well, that's one of these electric lines. Well it was very similar
to the streetcar but it was between towns. And the main one was the
Illinois Traction System. They called it the McKinley Lines because

I think there was someone by the name of Mc¢Kinley that controlled
stock in it. They ran over the same tracks as the streetcars from
about Spring and Cedar along the west side of the statehouse to Monroe
Street and then east on Monroe to Ninth.
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Q. Did they charge?

A. Yes, they charged. They didn't make very many stops in town until
they got down to Illinois Traction depot which was located around Ninth
and Monroe alongside the street. And it was an old freight house. They
shipped freight and had regular boxcars and other freight handling cars
that any other railroad had. They were basically a railroad.

Q. But passengers did ride?

A, Well, they had trains. They used to run a sleeper to Peoria from
Springfield and St. Louis, Champaign, Urbana, and along to Danville, I
believe,

Q. Did you ever ride the interurban?
A. Oh, yes.
Q. Was it open like a streetcar was?

A, No. No, it was like the passenger cars at that time. I don't know
what. See a lot of the freight cars at that time had wood frames
rather than steel frames. They handled quite a bit of freight and they
went right through the middle of town. They didn't have parlor cars on
the interurban. They didn't make any real local stops. Now, anybody
that lived out in the country, that is they could get a stop built for
them and they could flag it down. But they sent a train every hour to
these different locations that they ran to. Springfield was sort of a
hub for Tllinois Traction. And they were one.of the best money makers
back in the twenties.

Q.. Well now, at the turn of the century, were they still using horse
and buggy? .

A. 0Oh, yes. Yes. 8See, along in 1906 or so, I think, was about the
first automobile,

Q. Did your father have an automobile?

A. He bought one in 1913.

Q. What was it?

A, It was a Paige Detroit and the next one was a Chandler. Then he
bought a Haynes, which was supposed to be America's first car. Then he
had a Packard sedan that--then he went to a Dodge and then a Pontiac.

Q. What's the first car that you remember?

A. Well, Y think my father had the first car in the family. I can
remember all of them.

Q. How have they changed?
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A. Well, they had larger wheels. You see at that time they had hard
road out to the old waterworks out on the Sangamon River. And they had
one that ran down through town. This was in around late teens and early
twenties. 'And they had a road down as far as Auburn hard road. That
wase on the sixty million dollar bound issue. And then they later floated
a hundred million dollar bond issue to extend the highway system. They
built the test road out at Bates. And that was part of Route 36 from
where this parallels the Wabash Raillroad west to New Berlin.

Q. Can you describe that first car?

A. Tt was a five passenger and it was a touring car. That is it had a
folding top. And it had side curtains that you put on for rain and it
was a four cylinder. I think it took a 34-4 tire.

Q. Well then it didn't have glass windows?

A. No,

Q. No windows at all?

A. No.

Q. What about the windshield?

A. Well, that was glass and it folded down. Was plate glass and up till
the time the Model A Ford when Henry Ford started using laminated safety
glass—-he was the first one to make .. shatter-proof windshields,

Q. Did you have windshield wipers?

A, No, you didn't,

Q. What did you do if it rained?

A, Well, probably sometime in the twenties why they had a little hand-
operated one that you go up and swing it back and forth to brush the

ice off. There weren't very many cars that had heat.

Q. So what did you do to keep warm?

A. Well, we had these lap robes at that time. Then wealthy people used
buffalo hides.

Q. Why a buffalo hide?

A. Well, they were long fur and they were more apt to keep you warm.
But other fellow in the car—-it wasn't until about 1935 that the heater
became pretty much standardized in the automobile.

Q. Do you know how much your father's first car cost?

A. T think it was thirteen hundred and seventy-five dollars. That was
the list price. I don't know what he paid for it.
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Q. Where did he get the fuel for it?

A. Well, at that time there wasn't very many filling stations and

Standard 0il, they'd sell you a five gallon can. Then they'd come

around with their horse-drawn tank wagon and £ill it for you at the
garage.

Q. %0 you had your own private filling station. Well, what did you
do when you took a trip?

A. Well, there were places where you could buy gas, too. I guess it
was probably about the time of World War I, think that they went into
more gas stations.

Q. Was the trips mainly within the city?

A, Well, a lot of that depended because some people did drive out of
town. Then they got, I guess about 1915 or 1916 why we started driving
up to Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, Green Lake. About two hundred and fifty
miles. There was usually an overnight stop on the way.

Q. Where did you stop at?

A. They had hotels. See back at that time, the salesmen called on
businesses and they rode the train. So they had a lot of hotels.
Almost every little town had a hotel. Now then later on then when the
motels started getting to be a big operation after World War II, then
they went to the motels. But these salesmen maybe have a couple of
rooms in a hotel if it was a bigger place. And then they'd have these
trunks of samples so that you could see the goods. And they operated
somewhat under—-—called them drummers, I believe.

Q. Did you ever see one?
A. Oh, yves. I've seen them. They became extinct around World War II.

Q. What kind of roads did you have?

A, Just dirt. Oh, I guess around sixteen--then the main roads why
they started olling then and it built up enough base with this oil and
dirt. So they was fairly stable roads.

Q. What about the city streets?

A, Well, a lot of them were mud. Just before I was born, I think.
Because as long as T can remember, South Grand was paved. It was paved
with asphalt. It was very new. It was only a year or two because omne
friend born about 1900 said that they helped to surface over there
around Fourth and Pine, that's P-I-N-E. And it was muddy and they had
to use the elephants to pull the circus wagons over to the circus
grounds, There were a number of different circuses, Ringling Brothers,
Barnum and Bailey, Robinson, and any number of people like that. It
WAS « .« .
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Q. Do you remember seeing a circus?

A, Well, I've seen several, but I don't remember which ones I went to.

I think there was a fellow, Robinson, that lived in Green Lake, Wisconsin.
I think he was the owner of one of the circuses. Maybe it was through
him that they got the winter quarters for ome of the circuses up around
LaCrosse, Wisconsin. It's still there, I believe.

Q. You mentioned that they oiled the roads. Did you see them oil the
roads?

A, Oh, yes.
Q. How did they do it?

A. Well, they had this tank truck., Then they had this pipe from the
tank down to the pump and then they had a T on that. They had perforated
pipes that went out each way from the center and they just sprinkled oil
on it that way. They had a valve next to the tank that would shut it
off.

Q. Okay. You talked about the car barn. Just what is a car barn?

A. " When they ran the streetcars in for overnight shelter. Up until
about 1910 or possibly it might have been as late as 1920, we had summer
and winter streetcars,

Q. What's the difference?

A. Well, one went on the regular run and were built a great deal about
roughly the pattern of one of these passenger train cars., But these open
cars that they had, they had a step on either side that they had bars
that dropped down on the left-hand side to keep the people from going over
there. TIf they were in double track why somebody could get out and get
run over by a streetcar. .And they had a little special rail for a long
time, but then I think they went to a regular railroad rail. T was
working up in Peoria around 1925 and they got in some rail for their
streetcar line. They used a regular ninety pound rail. That's ninety
pounds to the yard. That's the description of that. There were any
number of different sections, sixty, sixty-five, sixty-six, seventy-two,
seventy-five pound rail, eighty-five pounds to the yard. And ninety
pounds and a hundred pounds. And then they went up to a hundred and
twelve. I think they had a hundred and eight pounds for a while. And
most of the heavy traffic lines had a hundred and twelve pound rail for
quite a few years before World War II.

Q. Let's go back to your father. What was your father's name?
A. Owen Lincoln.
Q. And.when was he born?

A, 1867.
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Q. And you say he was a dentist?
A, Yes.
Q. Where did he go to school at?

A. He went to a three-year school, Chicago College of Dental Surgery
that was part of Lake Forest University at the time he went, but later
it become a part of Loyola in Chicago. And University of Chicago had a
dental school and medical school. And Northwestern, they had downtown
medical and dental school on Chicago Avenue east of Michigan Avenue.
And T believe they called it the Weibolt Campus.

Q. How long did he go to school?
A. The three years was all. And he graduated in 1896.
Q. Why did he become a dentist?

A. Well, to be truthful, I don't know. I think he would have liked to
have had me go with him in dentistry, or with my uncle in medicine. But

I just didn't feel that I was the type for that, and I liked to be outside.
I sort of enjoyed sort of semi-manual labor that you get with surveying

and that was civil engineering. Then you have subordinates. At that time,
why they probably had a lot more know-how than they do now. This is, those
old-time engineers, they could go in business themselves if they had to.
One engineer recently told me, he said they go out but they're afraid of
the union. They go out and they stake the job out and they're gone before
the labor moves in.

Q. Was your father married when he went to dentistry school?
A, No. He was single. He was married the l4th of August in 1901.
Q. How did he meet his wife?

A. Well, she was a school teacher here for about six months. T don't
know maybe she came in with another patient.

Q. Where was she teaching school?

A. Springfield High School which was then located where the IRS
[I11linois Revenue Service] Building is now and was a little red brick
school.

Q. What did she teach?

A. Well, I think she taught English. And she said she could also teach
math, but she never helped me with any math problems, And I think she
probably forgot about it.

Q. Did she go to school?
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A. Well, I don't know what--she went to school. She went to boarding
school when she was about twelve years old. And then she taught some
in New York. ‘

Q. Oh, she did. Was she originally from the East?

A. She was born in Jacksonville and her grandfather was a Baptist

minister. He was minister to the Baptist Church in Jacksonville when F
she was born. He was there from about 1869 until the end of 1872.

She was just a mere baby when they left Jacksonville. And then I think
they went up to Keokuk [Iowa].

Q. What's your mother's name?

A, Her maiden name was Eleanor Spencer Washington.

Q. And what is her birthdate?

A, Well, it was November 24th in 1872,

Q. Did your father court your mother?

A. I don't know how much. It couldn't have been too much.
Q. Why is that?

A. Well, six months was not a long period of time. I don't know when it
was that they met.

Q. Did they have a church wedding?

A. Well, they had a wedding at my uncle's up in Chicago. He was, T
think, an official of the Ryerson Steel Company. No. T can't think
of it by name. Ryerson. R-Y-E-R-S-0-N is the name of the steel
company. And I think it was probably taken over by Inland.

Q. Did your mother continue to teach?

A, No,

Q. Do you know why?

A. Well, it wasn't the thing for married women to teach at that time,
Q. 1 see,

A. She never did work anywhere after they were married.

Q. How many children were there?

A, There were three. I had a brother who was born in 1903 on the
fourteenth of July and died the tenth of January of 1904,

Q. Do you know why?




Howard Frazee ' 10

A. Well, it was one of these sudden infant deaths. They said he went
into convulsions and that was the end of it. Well, T was already
conceived but--so I never had a brother to play with, And then my
sister, she was born in 1909. She and I don't seem to get along so
well. There's an awful, well there's competition and the property

we have jointly. I don't have any now but I have got one little
piece of timberland that's owned jointly with a niece. So we tend
to have two pleces of rental property. But the tenant wanted to buy
one of them and my sister wanted me to take that and sell it to him
and pay the income tax on the whole thing. I didn't. She wanted me
to pay her ten thousand to boot. I said well I'd break even if she
paid me fifty-five thousand. So that's how close we were on it.

Q. Did you get along together as children?

A, Not particularly, no.
END OF SIDE ONE

A. Well, see there's five years difference in our ages. And I went away
to Illinois College and she went to Northwestern. I went up to Northwestern
for a while, about one year. It was her freshman year.

Q. Where did you attend school when you were children?

A. Well, I went about six months to the Stuart School for the first grade.
And then I went over to the Lawrence School. When I was in class 4A, they
started a junior high system here. The Stuart School was made a sixth
grade and that was as high as they went. And they had lower grades over
at Lawrence, but they didn't push them. But they had then the seventh,
eighth, and ninth grades for most of them went to the Stuart School.

Q. How .long did you go to school?

A. Well, I graduated from high school in 1922 and that was a new building
at that time. And with all four classes there was only about eleven

hundred. They wondered how they would ever get it filled up. Every room
was filled by the time I got out of high school.

Q. Now which school was this?

A. Springfield High.

Q. How many did you have in your class?

A. I think there was around two hundred and thirty.
Q. How did you get back and forth to school?

A. Well, T walked a good deal of the time from Fourth and South Grand over
where Springfield High is now. It was about a mile and a half.
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Q. Did you come home for lunch?

A, No. No, we only had a short lunch hour. I think twenty-five minutes
or so. And we had a high school cafeteria and then there was a high
school bakery. And then another place down on the corner which served
food.

About the early time in Springfield we had an awful lot of little businesses,
up until World War I. A good many of them were corner groceries. Then
Fisher Grocery, which later became Eisner, they had as high as twenty some
numbers, number of stores they had. They were only about six blocks

apart. You had open spaces.

And then there was a fellow, Ed Paine, who was a banker, and he had

sort of a mansion on South Grand where the old Sears Roebuck building.
was. That was torn down when they built the Sears building. And other
houses moved to new locations, But that was stone, very heavy. They

just tore it down. And just happened that I had the remodeling on the
seven out of eleven houses and then prior to the remodeling on an eighth
one. I knew enough about engineering to be able to lay out the foundation
on a number of occasions. A bricklayer told me that if I brought up to
grade, why I'd save about two hundred dollars a house. So I had a transit
and I'd go and make a survey of the house at the old location and go over
and reproduce that at the new location.

Q. How did you move houses?

A. Well, put them up on timbers. Well most of them went on 12 x 12 timber,
but sometimes they had a heavy house and they put that on a 16 x 16 timber.
I forget what they're called. But they moved the houses on three dollies,
they called them. And the Heffern Brothers had the dollies. They were
ironworkers as well as housemovers. Then around 1950 or so, why they told
me I'd have to get the rubber tire dollies if they moved any more houses.
Anymore you don't see very many houses moved. It's expensive. It don't
help them any. Well, this ome house, it must have been about a ten-room
house, We got it over to the new location and the electrician went in

and looked at it. He said, "Come here, Howard." And they had two circuits
then on about a ten-room house with just twisted wire fuses. And that was
installed about 1901. And this was back in 1950. When we got through, we
had fourteen circuits.

I ran the mile In my senior year of high school.

Q. How did you do?

A. Well, I was on the team. I won a couple--one gold medal and placed in
one of the meets. We had meets in Jacksonville. And then they had
Charleston, and there's another little school down there. And Milliken
also had a meet. And Illinois College had a meet.

Q. What were some of your other activities that you were involved in?























































































































































