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Preface

This marnuscript is the product of tape recorded interviews conducted by
Ellanor Peiser White for the Oral History Office during November and
December, 1985. Ellanor White transcribed the tapes and edited the
transcript. Earleen Allen Francis reviewed the transcript.

Earleen Allen Francis was born in Kentucky, grew up in southern Illinois,
and became a registered nurse in Chicago. She soon joined the Army Nurse
Corps and went on an idyllic tour of duty to the Philippines--until she
awoke one morning in December 1941 to learn that Luzon was surrounded by
Japanese war ships! She was removed to Bataan, where she married amidst
mortar fire and shelling, and eventually became an irmate of Santo Tomas
Internment Camp (Manila), in which she was confined for 33 months.

She and her husband, an Army dentist, travelled to many military posts,
~including to Germany, and she vividly describes the life of an officer’s I
family in these surroundings.

Earleen Allen Francis and her husband are mentioned in at least two books

describing Santo Tomas Interrment Camp: A. V. H. Hartendorp, The Japanese

Oc tion of the Philippines (Manila: The William J. Shaw Foundation
Bookmark, 1967), Derny Williams, To The Angles (San Francisco:

The Denson Press, 1985).

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708




Earleen Francis, November and December 1985, Springfield, Illinois.

Ellie White, Interviewer.

Q. Earleen, could you tell me about your grandparents? Who they were,
where they came from?

A. They all came from the state of Kentucky, around the city of Paducah.
I never knew my father's folks. They had most all passed away before I
was born. My mother's came from a family of French descent, and their
name was Jeter. My grandmother's name I never knew. My grandmother's
married name was Jeter, and my mother's before she was married was Jeter.
They were all homemakers, housekeepers and mothers. And my father was
with the Illinois Central Railroad company. We had to move a lot. I
don't know what his title was on the payroll of the railroad, but he was
referred to as "trouble shooter." Wherever there was trouble, I don't
know what kind of trouble, we had to move! So we lived in many little
t?ims in the state of Kentucky and finally across the river in southern
Illinois.

Q. Why did you grandparents settle around Paducah?

A, I think they were born there. They all lived around there, in the
country. I don't know anything about my family beyond my mother's mother.
I never saw my father's mother or met any of them. He had one brother
and his sister had passed away. I know he did have a sister, but she was
gone. Both his parents were gone. :

Q. So you only remember one grandmother?

A. Yes. One grandmother.

Q. What was her personality like?

A. My grandmother? Very nice. She liked us three children. She liked
us and she came often to see us and she often stayed--sometimes two
weeks. We hated to see her go home.

Q. How often did she come to visit you?

A. Oh, two or three times a year. And then every time my mother had a
baby she came and stayed, before and after.

Q. What was her relationship with you?
A, Very good.
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Q. What sort of things did you do together?

A, Oh, nothing other than talk and read--school books and that sort of
thing. I'd go to church with her. I'd go to Sunday School and she'd go
to church. That's all we did in those days.

Q. Did you help her with things around the house?

A. 0Oh yes, I had chores ever since I can remember.

Q. Did your grandmother teach you needlework or quilting or canning?

A. Sewing. She showed me how to sew on a button, and how to sew up a
rip--I haven't thought about that in years--and how to thread a needle
and that sort of thing. I don't know if she did any more or not.

Q. Did you feel that she showed any favoritism among you three children?
No, she liked us all.

And did she get on well with your mother and father?

Oh yes. They were always glad to see her come too.

What was the family name of your parents?

Allen.

They were both born around Paducah?

In that vicinity.

How did your parents meet?

I don't know. I never discussed that. I was never told about it,.

o Fr Lo o rF e o

Do you know about their courtship?

A, T know they used to ride in a horse and buggy. We never had a car
way back then. They were married by a minister in a church. They didn't
have a wedding, but they were married by a minister. I don't know what
denomination it was, but there was nothing around that area but Baptists
and Methodists and Christian and Presbyterian. There were no Catholic
churches around that area at that time, and we were Catholic.

Q. Do you know what kind of clothes your mother wore? Did you ever see
her wedding dress?

‘A, No, she didn't have a wedding. She just got married.
Q. Just regular everyday clothes?
A. Yes,
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Q.
A,
Q.
A.
Q.
A,

And your father worked with the railroad?

Yes. Illinois Central Railroad.

What was their educational background?

Eighth grade.

For both of them?

Yes. High school wasn't popular then like it is now. It used to be
that if you had an eighth grade education, you were educated. Anybody
who went to high school then was like someone who goes to college today.

Q. Did they have any interests outside the home?

What was the church like? How did it look?

A. CGurch, Sunday School.

Q. Were they very involved in church?
A, They just attended.

Q. Every week?

A. Oh yes.

Q.

A, Oh, they were always brick buildings, and they were just like the old
churches you see today. They had a pulpit and a podium like any other
church would have.

Q. How many people attended church at one time?

A, The churches were small--maybe fifty or seventy-five or something
like that. In the small towns, you know, everybody went to their own
church.

Q. Did you go only once a week or twice?

A. No, we went Wednesday night to prayer meeting and Sunday morning to
Sunday School. And then we'd stay for church at eleven o'clock, and then
the young people had a BYPU organization--Baptist Young People's something.
That was a five o'clock in the evening for an hour in the church. That's
about it, as far as church is concerned.

Q. What was the minister like?

A. He was all right, I guess. I never found anything to complain about.
Q. Was he a gentle person, a forceful person?

A. Most of them, I can remember, they were gentle. There weren't any
forceful people in those days. They didn't use any pressure on anybody
that I know of.
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Q. Was the church mostly concerned about what you should do in this life
or did they talk a lot about going to Hell?

A. Oh yes, the preacher talked about that all the time. You'd better be
good or you're going to Hell and shovel the coal. Hot coal sitting on
you will burn you up. Isn't that awful?

Q. Was the family at home always cheerful? Did you sing a lot together
and play games, or was everybody very busy and involved with getting
things done?

A. No, we never played many games. We used to sing songs that we learned
at school. We'd come home and sing them and then my mother would chime

in and sing them with us, that sort of thing. That's all there was to
that, as far as singing. We were pretty close. We discussed our problems
among ourselves and not among other people.

Q. Wwhat sort of problems would you discuss with your parents?

A. Oh, I had a fight with a boy. My brother had a fight with a boy. Or
I had a quarrel with a girl or some girl would get my toy or property or
something of that sort. That's the only kind of problems we ever had.

Q. Were your parents affectionate to each other?

A. Yes, they were affectionate, but not as much as people are now. They
were all too busy working.

Q. How did they show é.ffection?

A. Well, my father never left the house to go to work unless he kissed
us all goodbye. He would always bring us candy on Saturday nights fram
the grocery store. He was always around to help us if we needed help.
And he always wanted to help us if there was something he could do for
And what did your mother do?

She just stayed home, kept house and raised children., That's all.
That's alll Did she raise her own food?

My father grew a garden every year.

Your father did the gardening?

e r o r o8

Oh yes. Mother didn't go out and garden. He used to come home
eveningsandmrkinthe%a;:dendurmgthesmr Oh, we always had a
big garden, all kinds of sh vegetables and that sort of thing. Then

my mother would can some if we had an over-amount.

Q. What did your father do at work, with his trouble shooting? Did it
have to do with the way the engines worked, with the...?
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A. It was the road, not the motors. It was the rail road, not the
trains.

Q. How often would you move?

A, About every three or four years, to a different town.

Q. Can you describe for me the first house you remember living in, I
guess in Kentucky? \

A. In Kentucky you say?
Q. Well, I assumed that those were your earlier homes.
A. Well, I moved over to Illinois-~I went to my first grade in school in

Kentucky. The first place we lived was Marion, Illinois. It was a
four-room house with a--not a garage, what we called a '"junk house" in

the back yard. We didn't have a car. '"Storage house' I guess is what
you'd call it now. It was in a nice neighborhood, with nice neighbors,
nice people, That was the first place we lived in Illinois.

Q. What was the house like inside?

A. Papered. It had paper on the walls.

Q. And it had four rooms?

A, Oh yes, there were four rooms and half a basement. And then that
little building outside.

Q. So your parents had one bedroom and you kids had one bedroom?

A. Yes, And my brother (he was the second one; I was the oldest of the
three) had a room in the basement. He had wanted to be down there by
himself. So he did.

Q. You each had your own beds in the bedroom?

th yes. Oh yes.

What was your school like?

I don't know there's anything unusual about it.

Did it have all the different grades?

P o o P

Yes. One building in the small towns would have all the grades. One
place had the high school side by side with the grade school.

Q. How many people were in your classes?

A. Ch, I'd say maybe fifteen or sixteen.
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Q. Could you find in your parents any particular attitudes towards girls
or towards women? Not necessarily what they said, but did you feel that
they thought that girls were as capable as boys?

A. Oh now, definitely not. We had to be "ladies." I didn't even get to
go barefooted when I was a child. A girl couldn't go barefoot, just the
boys. In the summertime the boys would shave their heads to go swimming,
but we couldn't shave our heads and go swimming.

Q. What do you mean by ''shaving your head"?

A. Vell, they'd shave off all their hair so they could jump into the
pond any time they want to. Go down the road to the country and go
swimming. They wouldn't bother with hair. The boys used to always clip
their hair off at the scalp in the summertime when school was ocut. We

didn't wear shorts in those days, of course. The boys didn't either. I
wore dresses, definitely, outside. If a girl wore pants...!

Q. So you felt that girls were supposed to be different than boys?
A. Oh yes. You're a girl, you're different!

Q. In addition to being different, was there a feeling that you were
less capable or less smart or something like that?

A. No. You mean in school or in general?

Q. Just in general. In your life.

A, No, capability was never discussed. I thought that there were certain
things that boys were supposed to do and certain things that girls were
supposed to do. Boys had to take care of the stove, and take out the
ashes and do the outdoor work. And the girls did the indoor work.

Q. Was there anything particular that you did indoors?

A. I had to wash dishes, make beds, and clean house on Saturdays and
take the dust mop and go around the rug, just general house work.

Q. But you felt that they thought that girls could get jobs the same as
boys?

A. (Gh no, I never thought of getting a job. It was never discussed., I
didn't think about working. All I could thirk of was getting married and
having a home, like the one I grew up in. No, careers were just about
out at that time.

Q. Though there were women who had careers at that time,

A. There were teachers and nurses and that sort of thing.

Q. Were most or many of your teachers at school women?
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A

. 'Ihey were all women. I never had a male teacher. We had the principal,

and I think when I was in the eighth grade in southern Illinois, the
principal taught the history class. That's the nearest I ever had to a
male teacher.

Q
A

- But you saw a lot of women who were nmurses?

. Saw a lot? No. Not until I came up to Peoria. That's where I got

the idea of mursing. Well, I didn't exactly think I wanted nursing; I
wanted to be a dietician, but that meant four years of college. And
there was no money to go to college on--in those days there were no
grants and no scholarships, so I had to settle for nursing. But I'm not
sorry. It worked out good, and I feel that maybe it was my right place.

Q. Where did you go to high school?

A. In Marion, Illinois.

Q. So you stayed a long time in Marion?

A. Five or six years, I think.

Q. Other than church, was your family involved in anything with the
commmity?

A. No, they didn't take part in any cammmnity work. We had neighbors

and friends and they would come to visit with my mother in the daytime
and she would go to visit with them. And we would go to their house for
dimner and they would came to ours. But no, my mother didn't take part
in any activity like Girl Scouts or like mothers do today.

Q

. What were your neighbors like? What did they do professionally?

What kind of people were they?

A

. Well, there were no professionals. There was a coal miner and his

-family that lived next door to us, and railroad men and their families,

and the storekeeper, nothing umusual .

Q.

L B o P

A

Were there many children in your commmity?

Oh, most everybody had children.

What kind of games did you kids play together?

Jump the rope, hide and seek, and the farmer in the dell.
I don't know that.

. Oh, you get in a ring and you sing a song, "Farmer in the dell,

farmer in the dell, hi ho the merriyo, the farmer in the dell." The

farmer chooses a wife, the wife chooses a child, the child chooses the

dog, the dog and the cat. Pretty soon you had everybody inside the ring.
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Q. That's right, that's right--it comes back. How much time did you have
to play with other children?

A. 1 guess as much as I wanted.

Q. I mean, did you have a lot of chores to do when you came home from
school?

A. Well, sometimes, but it didn't take us long. It was to bring in some
wood for the fireplace and maybe some coal for the kitchen stove, until
we got a gas stove. We'd do it and get it over with in a hurry.

Q. What kind of food did you eat?

A. Meat and potatoes and vegetables.

Q. Was it essentially the same as the food we eat today? Was it the
same as the food you cook, or was it different?

A, No, I don't think it was any different. We're still eating meat and
potatoes. My mother canned an awful lot of food. She made kraut in big
crock jars. It was good too.

Q. Did your parents talk much about politics?

A, No. When we're electing a president. That's all.

Q. Did they vote in one political party?

A. I don't know if they were Republicans or Democrats. I never heard
them talk about it. ‘

Q. Did they always vote?
A. Yes, I can remember them going to vote.
Q. Were you born at home or in a hospital?

A. At home. In these small towns there were no hospitals. We didn't
have hogpitals. The state of Kentucky is down south, you know. In
Marion, Illinois, there was a little hospital there that had been a big
house and they turned it into a hospital. That's where I had my appendix
out when I was very young.

Q. Do you remember anything about your mother having children at home?

A. No, we were never at home when it happened. When my brother was
born, I was sent next door to visit Mrs. Hudson, and I spent a half a day
over there. When I came back home, my mother had a baby boy. Then when
my sister was born, I was at school.

Q. Do you know who helped her? A doctor or a midwife?

»




Earleen Allen Francis 9

A. A doctor came to the house.

Q. Do you know if the management of childbirth was in any way different
then than it is now?

A, No, I was never around any of it in those days. Not until I went

into training and when I was in the delivery room, that's when I learned
about it, ‘

Q. Did your mother ever talk to you about her attitude towards childbirth?
ml

Did she ever say it was a wonderful experience or a terrible experience?

No. She never did. Not to me.

o r o P

. Did you come to any feeling about childbirth from things that you
heard from neighbors or teachers or...?

A. I didn't know where babies came from until I was about thirteen years
old. Really. The stork brought them, or the doctor brought them in his
bag, and that sort of junk. It's amazing to me today the way they teach
these children. If the mother's pregnant, then the little ones know it.
"Mommy has a baby in her tummy." I don't know if that's good or not. It
gets to me sometimes. I didn't know anything about it. I didn't know
when a baby was on the way! Never,

Q. Were women embarrassed to go out in public when they were pregnant?

A. I don't think my mother went out very much. I had a girlfriend that

lived in the town where we were at the time, and when I went to her

house, I never saw her mother. She said she didn't want to see anybody.

She was upstairs. And the first think you know, she had a baby. I look

back on it now, and it must have been the baby that kept her upstairs.

It was kept secret, very secret from children in that area where I lived.

c]il%gn't know what it was farther up north, but down south it was altogether
ifferent.

Q. Did you then get the feeling it was a secret thing, or a shameful
thing? At some point you must have realized that these women were trying
to hide the fact that they were pregnant.

A. No, I didn't know they were pregnant.
Q. Well, you said at the age of thirteen you did.

A. I knew where they came from, but I never looked at a woman the way we
do now and thought, "Oh there's going to be a baby." I never had that
experience until I grew up. My mother was pregnant and all the time I
never knew there was a baby caming. I didn't ever know there was going
to be another one, until it got there.













































































































































































































