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Preface 

This manuscript is the product of tape recorded interviews conducted by 
Ell- Peiser White for the Oral History Sfice during Novanber and 
k & r ,  1985. Ellanor bhite transcribed the tapes and edited the 
transcript. Earleen Allen Francis r e a m e d  the transcript. 

Earleen Allen kancis was born in Mtucky, grew up in southern I l l inois,  
and becare a registered nurse in Chicago. She soon joined the Army Nurse 
Corps and v e n t  on an idyl l ic  tour of duty to  the Philippines--until she 
awoke onrz mrning in December 1941 t o  learn that Luzon ws surrounded by 
Japanese war ships ! She WE remved to  Bataan, where she w r i e d  amidst 
mortar fire and shelling, and eventually became an h t e  of Santo Tomas 
Intermwmt Cmp (mila) , in which she was confined for 33 mnths . 
She and her husband, an Army dentist,  travelled t o  many military posts, 
including to Germany, and she vividly describes the life of an officer 's 
family in these surroundings. 

Earlem Allen Francis and her husband are m t i o n e d  in at  least tm books 
describing Santo Tams In te rmt  Camp: A. V. H. Hartendorp, The Japanese 

tion of the Phili Fnes (Manila : 'IZle Mlllh J . Shaw Foundation S?%IGEK meDenny mlliam, TO me k l e s  (Sari Francisco : 
The knsm Press, 1985) . 
Readers of the oral history mmoiw should bear in mind that Ft  is a 
transcript of the spoken wrd ,  and that the interviaax, narrator and 
editor sought to  preserve the in£onaal, corrversatianal style that  is 
inherent in such historical sources. Sangairon State Lhiversity is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the m i r ,  nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader t o  judge. 

The mnuscript m y  be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any mans, electronic or rrrechanical, 
without permission in writing f r a n  the Oral History Mfice, Sangamon 
State Lhiversity, Springfield, I l l inois ,  62708 



E a r l m  Francis, November and Decanber 1985, Springfield, Illinois. 

Q. Earleen, could you tell me about your grandparents? bho they were, 
where they care f r m ?  

A. They a l l  carte fwm the s ta te  of Kentucky, around the c i ty  of Paducah. 
I never h e w  my father's folks. They had mst al l  passed away before I 
ws born. My mther's caw £ran a family of French descent, and their 
narne was Jeter . My g r a n b t h e r  ' s namz I never hew. My grandmther ' s 
mried  name w s  Jeter ,  and my mother's before she ws married was Jeter.  
They were all hcemakers, housekeepers and mthers  . And my father was  
w i t h  the I l l inois  Central Railroad carpany. We had t o  move a lo t .  I 
don't how what his  title ms on the payroll of the railroad, but he was 
referred to  as "trouble shooter ." GJherever there was trouble, I don't 
h a w  what kind of trouble, w had to  m e !  So f n ~  lived in rnany l i t t l e  
towns in  the s ta te  of Kentucky and finally across the river in southern 
Illinois. 

Q. Wy did you grandparents s e t t l e  around Paducah? 

A. I think they Ere born there. They a l l  lived around there, in the 
country. I don' t how anything about my famil beyond my mother ' s mtkr . 
I never saw my father's mther or mt any of dem. He had one brother 
and his  s i s te r  had passed may. I knm he did have a s i s te r ,  but she was 
gone. Both his parents Ere gone. 

Q. So you only remember one g ranh the r?  

A. Yes. One granchmther . 
Q. hat was her personality like? 

A.  My gradrother? Very nice. She liked us three children. She l i k d  
us and she cam often to  see us and she often stayed--sometimes tm 
weks. bk hated to  see her go haae. 

Q. Haw often did she camz t o  visit you? 

A. twr, or three t h s  a year. And then every t h  nymther had a 
baby she cam and stayed, before and after .  

Q. k t  ws her relationship with you? 

A. Very good. 
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Q. bhat sort  of things did you do together? 

A. Oh, nothing other than talk and read--school books and that sort  of 
t h  I'd go to church with her. I 'd  go to Sunday School and she'd go 
to church. That's all e did in those days. 

Q. D i d  you help her with things around the house? 

A. Qh yes, I had chores ever since I can r d r .  

Q. D i d  your ~ ~ t h @ r  teach you needlmrk or quilting or canning? 

A. Sewing. She s h m d  ue haw t o  sew an a button, and haw to sew up a 
rip-I haven't thought about that in  years-and haw t o  thread a needle 
and that sort of thing. I don't know if she did any m r e  or not. 

Q. D i d  you feel that she s b d  any favoritism among you three children? 

A. No, she liked us all. 

Q. And did she get on wl1 w i t h  yaur mther and father? 

A. Oh yes. They =re alwys glad to see her com too. 

Q. &at was the family of your parents? 

A. Allen. 

Q. They Ere both born around Paducah? 

A. In that vicinity. 

Q. Huw did your parents meet? 

A. I don't h a w .  I never discussed that. I was never told about it. 

Q. Ib yau how about their courtship? 

A. I knm they used to ride in a horse and buggy. bk never had a car 
way back then. They =re married by a minister in a church, They didn't 
have a tiedding, but they =re married by a minister. I don't h u w  what 
damnhation it ms, but there ms nothing a r d  that axea but Baptists 
and Methodists and Christian and Presbyterian. There E r e  no Catholic 
churches around that area at that tim, and vie =re Catholic. 

Q. Do you know what kind of clothes your mther mre? Did you ever see 
her M i n g  dress? 

A. No, she didn't have a wdding. She just got mrried.  

Q. Just regular everyday clothes? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And your father mrked with the railroad? 

A. Yes. Illinois Central Railroad. 

Q. kat wis their educational background? 

A. E q h t h  grade. 

Q. For both of them? 

A. Yes. High school wasn't popular then like it is now. It used to be 
that i£ you had an eighth grade education, you wre educated. Anybody 
who went to high school then w s  like saneone who goes to college today. 

Q. Did they have any interests outside the h a ?  

A. k c h ,  Sunday khml. 

Q. &re they very involved in church? 

A. ?hey just attended. 

Q. Every ~ e k ?  

A. Oh yes. 

Q. h t  was the church like? Hcrw did it look? 

A. Oh, they =re always brick buildings, and they =re just like the old 
churches you see today. 'Ihey had a pulpit and a podium 1ik any other 
church wuld have. 

Q. Jbw many people attended church at one time? 

A. The churches viere small--mybe fifty or seventy-five or samething 
like that. In the small towns, you h o w ,  everybody wnt to their own 
church. 

Q. Did you go only once a wek or twice? 

A. No, w mt kdnesday night to prayer meting and Sunday mrning to 
Sunday School. And then w ' d stay for church at eleven o ' clock, and then 
the yaung people had a BYPU organization--Baptist Young People's swthing. 
That m s  a five o'clock in the evening for an hour in the church. That's 
about it, as far as church is concerned. 

Q. b h a t  m s  the mLnistex like? 

A. & w s  all right, I guess. I never found anything to caplain about. 

Q. Kas he a gentle person, a forceful person? 

A. bst of them, I can rmenhr, they =re gentle. There eren't any 
forceful people in those days. They didn't use any pressure on anybody 
that I laow of. 



Q. Was the church mstly concerned about h t  you should do in this life 
or did they talk a lot about going t o  H e l l ?  

A. Ch yes,  the preache~ talked about that all the time. You'd better be 
good or you're going t o  Hell and shovel the coal. Hot coal s i t t ing  on 
you w i l l  bYYn you up. Isn' t that aw£ul? 

Q. k s  the family at hoaae always cheerhl? Did you sing a lo t  together 
and play games, or wis everybody very busy and involved with getting 
things done? 

A. No, w mer played many gmes. We used t o  s i n g  songs that w e  learned 
at school. We'd c- hare and sing them and then my mther w i l d  chire 
in and sing them with us, that sort of thing. That's all there was t o  
that, as far as singing. Ere pretty close. We discussed our problems 
among ourselves and not mong other people. 

Q. What sor t  of p r o b l ~  muld you discuss with your parents? 

A. Oh, I had a fight w i t h  a boy. My brother had a fight with a boy. Or 
I had a quarrel w i t h  a girl or same girl muld get my toy m property or 
sanething of that sort.  That's the only kind of problems w ever had. 

Q. kre your parents affectionate t o  each other? 

A. Yes, they *re affectionate, but not as rnuch as people are m. They 
=re all too busy working. 

Q. Jbw did they show affection? 

A.  W e l l ,  my father never l e f t  the house t o  go t o  mrk unless he kissed 
us all goodbye. He d d  always bring us candy on Saturday ni&ts fran 
the grocery store. k m s  always a r d  to help us i£ R needed help. 
And he always wanted t o  help us if there m s  sawthing he could do for 
US. 

Q. And what did your mther do? 

A.  %e just stayed hare, kept hause and raised children. That's all. 

Q. That's a l l  ! Did she raise her om food? 

Q. Your father did the gardening? 

A. ah yes. Mother didn't go out and garden. He used to  came hrme 
evenings and mrk in the den during the smner. Oh, w almys had a 
big garden, all kinds of E s h  vegetables and that sort  of thing. Then 
rcy me* m l d  can sme if ve had an over-amount. 

Q. h t  did your father do a t  wxk, with his trouble shooting? Did it 
have t o  do with the way the engines mrked, with the. . .?  
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A. It was the road, not the motors. It was the rail road, not the 
trains. 

Q. Ibw often muld you move? 

I A. About every three or faur years,  to a different tm. 

Q. Can you describe for m the first house you rmmber living in, I 
guess in Kentucky? 

A. In Kentucky you say? 

Q. &11, I assumed that those E r e  your earlier homes. 

A. Well, I mved over t o  Illinois-I went t o  my first grade in school in 
Kentucky. The f i r s t  place e lived was m i o n ,  I l l inois.  It was a 
four-roan hause w i t h  a--not a garage, what R called a "junk house" in 
the back yard. hk didn't have a car. "Storage houset' I guess is vhat 
you'd call it nuw. It ws in a nice mj%hborhood, with nice neighbors, 
nice people. That was the first place w lived i n  Illinois. 

Q. b t  was the house like inside? 

I A. Papered. It had paper on the -11s. 

I Q. And it had four roams? 

A. Qh yes, there =re four roans and half a baserxaent. And then that 
little building outside. 

I Q. So your parents had one bedroan and you kids had one bedroom? 

A. Yes. And my brother (he was the second one; I wis the oldest of the 
thee) had a roan in the basenaent. T4e had mnted t o  be dawn there by 
himself. So he did. 

Q. You each had your own beds in the bedroan? 

I A. Qh yes. yes. 

I Q. %at was your school like? 

A. I don't how there's anything unusual about it. 

I Q. Did it have a l l  the different grades? 

A. Yes. h e  building in the small t ams  muld haw all the grades. O x  
place had the high school side by side with the grade school. 

Q. How many people =re in your classes? 

A. Oh, I ' d  say mybe fif teen or sixteen. 
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Q, CCRlld you find in your parents any particular attitudes towards g i r l s  
or towards wren? Not necessarily h t  they said, but did you feel that 
they t tmght  that girls =re as capable as boys? 

A, Oh ncrw, definitely not. We had t o  be "ladies. " I didn't even get t o  
go barefooted vhen I was a child. A girl couldn't go barefoot, just the 
boys. In the sulmrertim the boys d d  shave their  heads t o  go s-, 
but w couldn' t shave aur heads and go swimahg. 

Q. b t  do you msn by "shaving ywr head"? 

A. W l l ,  they'd shave off all their hair so they could jump into the 
pond any tirrre they want to. Go d m  the road to  the country and go 
swirmbg. They wuldn' t  bother with hair. 'Ihe boys used t o  always c l ip  
their hair off at  the scalp in the ~~trrmertjme when school was out. Lk 
didn't ~ a r  shorts in  those &ys, of course. The boys didn't either. I 
wore dresses, definitely, outside. If a gi r l  wre pants ... l 
Q. So you f e l t  that g i r l s  Ere supposed t o  be different than boys? 

A. Oh yes. You're a g i r l ,  you're different! 

Q. In addition t o  being different, =s there a feeling that yau *re 
less capable or less s m r t  or scrething like that? 

A. No. You rrean in s c h d  or in general? 

Q. Just in general. In your life. 

A. No, capability was mer discussed. I thought that there -re certain 
things that boys =re supposed t o  do and certain things that g i r l s  E r e  
supposed to do. Boys had t o  take care of the stove, and take out the 
ashes iand do the outdoor mrk. And the g i r l s  did the indom tark. 

Q. M s  there anything particular that you did indoors? 

A. I had to  wash dishes, make beds, and clean house on Saturdays and 
take the dust m p  and go a r d  the rug, just general house wrk. 

Q. But you f e l t  that  they thou& that g i r l s  could get jobs the sam as 
bars ? 

A. Cb no, I never thought of getting a job. It ms never discussed. I 
didn't think about wring. A l l  I could think of ms getting married and 
having a h, like. the one I grew up in. No, careers =re just about 
out at that tirae. 

Q. Vmu& there =re wren  who had careers at that t he .  

A. There =re teachers and nurses and that sort of thing. 

Q. bremmst or m y  of your teachers at school mmen? 
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A. They e r e  al l  m n  . I never had a male teacher. bk had the principal, 
and I think when I m s  in the eighth grade in southern Illinois, the 
principal. taught the history class. 'Ihat 's  the nearest I ever had to a 
mile teacher. 

Q. But you. saw a lot of w e n  who =re nurses? 

A. Saw a lot? No. Not until I carre up to Peoria. That's where I got 
tk idea of nursing. Well, I didn't exactly think I wanted nursing; I 
m t e d  to be a dietician, but that mant four years of college. And 
there w s  no mmiey to go to college on--in those days there =re no 
pants and no scholarships, so I had to settle for nursing. But I 'm not 
sorry. It mrked out good, and I feel that maybe it was my right place. 

Q. h r e  did p go to high school? 

A. In Marion, Illinois. 

Q. So p stayed a long tine in Mion? 

A. Five or six years, I think. 

Q. Other than church, w s  your family involved in anything with the 
c d t y ?  

A. No, they didn't take part in any ccxmmity wrk. k had neighbors 
and friends and they d d  carre to visit w i t h  my mther in the daytirne 
and she d d  go to visit with than. And w d d  go to their hause for 
dinner and they d d  caae to ours. EW no, my mother didn't tale part 
in any activity like Girl Scouts or like mthers do today. 

Q, Miat e r e  your neighbors like? l b t  did they do professionally? 
Mat kind of people =re they? 

A. k11, there =re no professionals. %re ~s a coal miner and his 
f d y  that lived next door to us, and railroad mn and their f milks, 
and the storekeeper, nothing unusual. 

Q. Were there many children ~JI yaur cnrrmnity? 

A. Oh, most everybody had children. 

Q. h t  kind of gaares did you kids play together? 

A. Jmp the rope, hide and seek, and the f-r in the dell. 

Q. I +n't knw that. 

A. a, you get in a ring and you sing a song, "Farmer in the dell, 
f m  in the dell, hi hn the m i y o ,  the farmer in the dell.'' The 
hmm chooses a wife, the wife chooses a child, the child chooses the 
dog, @ dog and the cat. Pretty soan you had everybody inside the ring. 
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Q. That's right, that's right--it cares back. How much time did you have 
to play with other children? 

A. I guess as rmch as I wanted. 

Q. I nrean, did you have a lo t  of chores t o  do &en you cane hane frm 
school? 

A. Well, sa~times, but it didnt t take us long. It ms to  bring in scme 
d for the fireplace and maybe s a ~  coal for the kitchen stave, unti l  
w! got a gas stove. b ' d  do it and get it over w i t h  in a hurry. 

Q. bhat kind of food did you eat? 

A. Meat and potatoes and vegetables. 

Q. Was it essentially the sam as the food w eat today? FJas it t 
same as the food you cook, or m s  it different? 

A. No, I don't think it nas any different. k're  still eating rreat and 
potatms, My mther canned an &l lot  of food. She mde hat in big 
crock j a rs .  It ms good too. 

Q. Did your parents talk& about politics? 

A, No. WEXI wtre electing a presidmt. That's all. 

Q. Did they vote in one political party? 

A. I don't hw Ff they were Republicans ow Demx:rats. I never heard 
them talk about it. 

Q. Did they always vote? 

A. yes, I can remember than going t o  vote. 

Q. kre ~ Q U  born a t  harne or in a hospital? 

A. At brrme . In these small tuwns there e r e  no hospitals. WE didnt t 
have hospitals. The state of Kentucky is d m  south, you hw. In 
Marion, Illinois, there was a l i t t le hospital there that had been a big 
house a d  they turned it into a hospital. That's &re I had my appendix 
aut KhmI was very yaurlg. 

Q. I30 you r d r  anything, about your mother having children a t  ham? 

A. No, w e r e  never at hare when it happened. When my brother w s  
born, I m s  sent next door to visit Mrs. Hudson, and I spent a half a day 
over there. Wen I came back hare, my mther had a baby boy. Then when 
my s b r  m s  born, I was at school. 

Q, Do you hm who helped her? A doctor or a midwife? 
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A. A doctor cam to the house. 

Q. Ib you know if the ramagerent of childbirth m s  in any way different 
then than it is now? 

A. No, I was never araund any of it in those days. Not unti l  I mt 
into training and &en I ws in the delivery roan, that's when I learned 
about it. 

Q. Did your mther ever talk t o  you abaut her attitude towards childbirth? 

A. No. 

Q. Did she ever say it m s  a mnderful experience or a terrible experience? 

A. No. She never did. Not to m. 

Q. Did you cam t o  any feeling about childbirth f r a n  things that you 
heard £ran nei&bors or teachers or. . . ? 

A. I didn' t h o w  &ere babies cane £ran mtil I was about thirteen years 
old. Really. The stork brou&t than, or the doctor brought than in his 
bag, and that sor t  of junk. It ' s awing to m today the m y  they teach 
these children. If the mother 's pregnant, then the little m e s  h a w  it. 
'!Mmq has a baby in her turmy." I don't hmw if that's good or not. It 
gets to  me smretims. I didn't knm anything about it. I didn't huw 
whena baby was on the my! Never. 

Q. &re wmn anbarrassed to go out in public when they =re pregnant? 

A. I don't think my mother went out very mch. I had a girlfriend that 
lived in the t o m  where e -re at the tinre, and when I mt t o  her 
house, I never saw her rother. She said she didn't mt to  see anybody. 
She ww upstairs. And the f i r s t  think yau h a w ,  she had a baby. I look 
back an it naw, and it rmst have been the baby that kept her upstairs. 
It was kept secret,  very secret £ran children in that area where I lived. 
I don't lam what it m s  farther up north, but d m  south it was altwether 
different. 

Q. Did you then get the feeling it a s  a secret thing, or a s ~ f u l  
thing? At smre point yau nust have realized that these wmm viere trying. 
to hide the fact that t b y  were pregnant. 

A. No, I didn't ~ ( I W  they e r e  pregnant. 

Q. &11, you said at the age of thirteen you did. 

A, I knew where they  cat^ &an, but I never looked at a mrnan the way w 
do MW and thought, "Oh there's going t o  be a baby." I never had that 
wrience unt i l  I grew up. My mthe~ was pregnant and all the time I 
never h e w  there was a baby caning. I didnt t ever knw there was going 
to  be another one, until it got there. 








































































































































