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Preface

This mamscript is the product of a tape recorded interview corducted
by Chester Rhodes for the Oral History Office during the fall of 1986.
Mr., Rhodes transcribed the tapes arxd edited the transcript. Mrs.
Forbes reviewed the transcript.

Mrs. Forbes was born September 6, 1922 in Richmond, Indiana. She
lived in a variety of locations, including England, durirxy her
childhood and adolescence. In addition Mrs. Forbes has traveled
extensively to many areas of the world. She talks in great depth of
her travels and early life in England.

The narrator is a Quaker and was married during World War II to a
conscientious cbjector. She gives insights into both the treatment of
the conscientious cbjector and the work assigned to them on the hame
front during the war. Her parents were also very active within the
Quakers, and she has a thorough knowledge of the history and
development of Quakerism in the United States.

The majority of this interview focused on Mrs. Forbes' years of work
at Blackburn University in Carlinville, Illinois. She traces the
development of the college from 1949 to the present with emphasis on
the schools' theatre department. Mrs. Forbes also speaks of the state
of private colleges in today's society.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical scurces. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without ion in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State versity, Springfield, Illinois 62708.



Iydia Forbes, October 30, 1986, Carlinville, Illinois.

Chester Rhodes, Interviewer.

Qt Could you tell me where you were bhorn and when?

A: Richmond, Indiana.

Q: And when?

A: September 6, 1922.

Q: Amd what was your mother's maiden name?

A: Amma Shipley Cox.

Q: Okay, and what did she do? Didshe havea . . . .

A: ©She was a teacher, professor--of several different things and when

I was born, atthetimetlmthasbomshemsteachmgatEarlham
aniteachlngGreekandLatinandshewentontoteachOrlentalArtas
well as Greek and Iatin at Mills College in California and then she
became Dean of the Faculty.

Q: Where was Earlham? Is that what you said?

A: Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana. We play them in soccer
sometimes here.

Q: And she had a doctoral degree?

A: Yes, from Stanford.

Q: ©Oh, and your father's occupation?

A: He was a professor of Physics at Earlham, and then he went on,
changed his gears, and went into Fhilosophy and Religion when he was
teaching in California.

Q: He was at Mills also?

A: He was at Mills also.

Q: Ard what was his name?

A: Howard Brinton. B-R~I-N-T-O-N.
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Q: What size family did you come from?

A: T had two sisters ard a brother.

Q: And you're the . . .

A: I'm the oldest.

Q: Oldest. Did you have a close family, do you think?

A: I think so. I mean, we're all getting together at Thanksgiving if
that's what you mean.

Q: ©Oh, still are.
A: Yes.
Q: And would you classify your childhood as being happy?

A: T would. Seemed tome it . . . I mean I wouldn't go through it
again but I don't think a.nybody s childhood is very happy. It's not a
happy stage of existence. There's too many frustrations. But . .
yes. Negotiable. I can't urderstand these kids who always w1sh they
were young again--these people who wish they were young again. I just

Q: When you were young--yocu were how old when your parents moved to
California?

A: Five,
Q: Five, how did you like that?

A: Well, that was quite a trip. It was a drive, me . . . my brother
and T drove with the family and then somebody else brought the
youngest on the train. The trip across the Rocky Mountains, the roads
were two lane and no barrier on the ocutside and I was scared to death.
And T remember it very well. But we did do same wonderful things. We
went through the Painted Desert and saw the Petrified Forest and we
went up to Acoma--the Pueblo, the Indian Pueblo, and it was marvelous
and:)lf:icanrmmwrthat. That's how I know, how I can remember when I
was five.

Q: Was the trip?
A: Yes, I mean, when you've got samething to date these things by.

Q: What kind of games did you play when you were little? Do you
remember any of them?

A: Well, "Kick the Can" and "Michigan Rummy" mostly. We played
Michlgan an awful lot.

Q: Michigan Rummy?
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A: Have you ever played that?

Q: No.

A: You've got four pay cards out in the middle of the table. And we
were in California then so we used eucalyptus nuts for counters. And
then if you got a pay card you had to ante in every deal. Then if you
had one of those cards when you laid down, you collected what was on

that card. A very fine game.

Q: Anything else that you can remember when you were a little older?
A: what sort of thing?

Q: Was TV around?

A: No! No! 1TV didn't come around until we were living here in
Carlinville when my kids were little--not until the fifties or so.

Q: You were born when?

A:r&922. Ard I'm talkirg about the thirties and the begimning of the
forties,

Q: Did the Depression hit your family very hard?

A: Well, I can remember my family talking about it in a very seriocus
tone of voice. But I wasn't really, you know, paying attention.

Q: The job market was still there . . .
A: Well, the thing is both my folks had good paying jobs and we were

a lot better off--I didn't know it at the time hut it was umusual, for
a mother and father both to have top flight paying jobs. But we

apparently . . . (tape stopped)

Q: Okay, how did your parents meet?

A: Well, they met in Germany, doing relief work after World War I.
They were both Quakers and they went across overseas for the American
Friends Service Committee. And they met over there, it wasn't
entirely an accident. Samebody told my father to look my mother up.
Q: ©h, really.

A: Yes. They said, "There was that cute little Ama Cox over there
and you better check her out." So he did.

Q: And were your parents from the same area in the states?

A: No, no. She was from San Jose, California and he was from West
Chester, Pennsylvania.

Q: Boy! (laughter) So they never would have met.
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A: No. Not otherwise.
Q: Was their marriage a happy one then?

A: As far as T know. Imaanﬂlere'sale}fsomthlngoranothermt,
no, they got along fine. They were both eighty when they zonked out
and so they were still getting along as far as we could tell. I'm
sure there must have been moments there. They were both rather old
when they got married. I mean my mother was over 30 when she started
having four of us. But I think that was the war and all the different

things in there.

Q: When you were growing up what kinds of things did your parents
stress? What emphasis did they put on work for instance?

A: Well, now this is an interesting situation because--since my
mother was a full time employee, she had to have somecne take care of
us. And since she wanted to have somecne take care of us who had the
same ideas she did, she went to a boarding school in Barnesville, Ohio
‘and asked around among the seniors, and this happened two or three
times because we had several "Barnesville girls," as she called them,
toccmearxithenshewmldseethmntlwow;hcollegeatmns,where
they were teaching. They were sort of live-in baby-sitters. So that
she got pecple that she knew had the same outlook on life that she
did. And that way, you know, we all had things to do but nchody was
pushy about it. Can't really remember.

Q: What is Barnesville? A Quaker school?
A: Barnesville is a Quaker boarding school. Very conservative, a lot

of Friends there in Chio. And a lot of those girls were very glad to
get out of there. To get out in the big world.

Q: Did she sponsor them through college then?

A: Yes., Paid their way.

Q: Wow, that was really a good deal.

A: That was a really good deal for them and it was a good deal for
her and we didn't mind it a bit. Several of our best friends they
still are--first Barnesville girl who went to California with us is
living up in British Columbia now. Friend of my brother's eldest
daughter and all that, and we all keep in touch.

Q: And vhat's her name?

At Marguerite Brown Wells. She married Phillip Wells.

Q: Why would she pick sameplace so far away from California?

A: Well, because she could find somecne there who really wanted what

she could offer, I think. I don't know, I never asked her, at that
point I wasn't interested, I just knew these girls just kept coming
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along. But she had friends there, both my mother and father did. And
ﬂxeyhmﬂmpeoplethemmﬂﬂmpeople]quhidmpeoplemldbe
most interested in going out to a college like Mills. And, you Know,
it was just sort of a network, like they say nowadays, of information.

Q: What kind of school was Mills? Was it liberal arts?

A: Well, Mills was a liberal arts women's collegé. Nowadays, I think
that it's probably co-ed. But in those days it was a women's college
and probably the first major women's college on the west coast.

Q: Was it a smaller school?

A: I don't know what you would call small.

Q: Blackburn's size. [300-500]

A: No. It wasn't Blackburn's size. It was bigger than that., Well,
at that time it might not have been but there were more dormitories
going than we've got here so I think that it was probably bigger.

Q: Where is Mills? '

A: It was in the Bay area, it's in Oakland.

Q: How about religion as a child? Did your parents stress religion,
being a Quaker?

A: Yes, It was a Quaker family and they were busy establishing the
Pacific Yearly Meeting. And so we ran into a lot of prominent
Quakers., 'Iheywomﬂdcmetoneetatwrhousearﬂwewm'rttoa
meeting in Berkeley which isn't in the same city, it was a bit of a
drive, but there wasn't a meeting in Oakland.

Q: How about education? With both your mother and father being
college graduates did they stress education in your life?

A: Yes. They didn't want to serd us to Oaklard public schools. So
they had Mills' students tutor us at home for quite a spell. Aand,
yes, I never went to school until about sixth grade.

Q¢ Really, what was the reasoning behind that?

A: Well, the Oakland public schools didn't seem to them to be worth
much, and they felt they'd do better this way.

Q: So they got grad students or was it undergrads?

A: It was undergraduates. I don't think that they had graduate
students involved.

Q: That's interesting. When you finally went to public school was it
a rude awakening or a tough adjustment for you?
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A: Well, no. There was an interim there where my folks went on a
sabbatical leave to England, when I was ten. And we went to school
over there, to a school in Birmingham near where they were teaching.
And so we got used to the, you know, socialization of school, that
way. And when we came back they sent us to different places. There
was one private school over in Berkeley and then I went to Piedmont
High. Piedmont is a very small city that's sort of enclosed by
Berkeley and it's a very--well, I quess it's a high income area so
they had a very, very good high school. So I commted over there
which was sort of like an hour on the bus every day changing busses
all the time. I mean, we weren't bussed but we took a public

rt. And I went to Piedmont High and then my sister and I went
to a private school up in Berkeley for a while. They were very, very
fussy about our education. They just--they didn't have time to do it
themselves and so they paid a lot of attention to where we were being
sent. So we weren't just shipped ocut to wherever.

Q: When you went to England, I assume that was the first time. Wwhat
was it like for you?

A: Oh, that was fabulous!
Q: Really?

A: Yes. We took a boat down from San Francisco down through the
Panama Canal. And stopped at Havana on the way up to New York. And
we didn't know it at the time we stopped in Havana, but we contracted
the chicken pox there. So we spent the voyage across from New York to
in quarantine. And we got to England, Pop had to hire a
cab to take us to London because nobody would let us on public
transport; we were all too chicken poxed. So that must have been a
horrible voyage for my mother. We were all down there in cuarantine,
it must have been a mess. And my sister was just one, one year old.

Q: How long did that take you?

A: Gosh, I don't know. I think that was four days and five nights in
those days to cross the Atlantic. '

Q: Oh, really! That's not bad at all, is it?

A: No. We went on the Olympic I think it was. It was a big Cunard
line boat. I don't know what we went on down through the canal. But
I flew over the canal just last summer and some of it still looked
familiar.

Q: So how long were you in England?

A: We were there a school year. Imean . . .

Q: They were teaching over there?

A: They were teaching over there. Yes.
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A: Yes, except that wages would be--they were earning $5,000 a year
each, my folks. Which was major wages.

Q: And that was right in the middle of the Depression then?

A: Well, I imagine so. That was about--well, that was about 1939.
That was just before the war that I remenber that——somebody telling me
that. But, you know, food was cheap but wages were low too.

Q: Wwhat would your most vivid memory of the war be?

A: Well, being at Pendle Hill and . . . there were, you know,
Japanese people being interned and some of cur—well, there was a
Japanese fellow and his wife that were there. And people all arourd

acting very nasty about it.

Q: Nasty in what way?

A: Well, they just--they thought that we were harboring subversives.
Q: Because they were . . .

A: Because they were Japanese. I mean they were Nissei or Japanese
Americans but there they were ardd in those days it wasn't nice to be a

Japanese at all.
Q: Did they feel the same way about German Americans?

A: Yes, I think that they probably did but you couldn't tell a German
American by looking at him. You know, you can tell a Japanese.

Q: Were they physically abused ever?

A: No, I don't think so. T don't think so. But they--and there were
enough Quakers in the whole Philadelphia area that it wasn't too

. But Pendle Hill happened to be situated in a very wealthy
suburb of, you know, very waspy type pecple.

Q: And they . . .

A: And they didn't hold much with all of this conscientious objection
and this having Japanese around and that sort of thing.

Q: Did you ever work in radio after that first experience?

A: No, never went back to it. No, WCAU was just starting to talk
about going into television. Television was a brand new thing and T
had done some interviewing to go into that. And then I went and got
married. And so I was ocut of the situation but I wanted to get into
television. That was just barely . . .

End of Side Two, Tape One
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Q: Is it comparable to the attitude in South Africa toward the
blacks?

A: No, no. I mean they're not exiled anywhere. I mean, everybody
mivxes in the street. It's just the difference between . . . the very
wealthy keep to themselves pretty much in the cities or, you know,
just one big house in a small town. And then there's this whole bunch
of people in the middle, the mestizos, who are part Spanish and part
Indian who are upwardly mobile and wanting to be considered upper
class. And the Indians themselves--who have really . . . everybody
that Imet . . . came to a very good--at least it seemed to me--a
certain accommodation with the way that they were living.
certainly are a cheerful lot. They really are--but that's what was
said about the southern black slaves, being cheerful. You just can't
tell.

Q: So the Indians are the lower class then?

A: Yes, the Indians are the lower class and are definitely the
majority but it's not like they all have to go and work for the white
man, They manage these little farms of theirs and they all have these
businesses on every corner. There's Ma and Pop's grocery stores
everywhere you turn around which we used to have up here but we don't
anymore. And everybody, you know, the little cigarette store on the
corner arx the little grocery store on the corner. And the woman that
brings the milk around every morning and you ladle out your quarts
however wany you need and all this sort of thing. I mean they've got
an econcmy golng among themselves that is not all that dependent on

Q: What is their economy then based on? 1Is it mainly export
agricultural products?

A: Yes. And wool. There's a lot of sheep around there. Ecuador was
in a funny position for a while there. There was a great banana
blight. Most of the bananas went north from . . . ch, I don't know
where but in Central America I think and then there was a great banana
blight and, you know, all their bananas got sick except the Equadorian
oxmarﬂtlmywereridirghi@ardjustfeelirgwﬂerfulbecausethe
whole world wanted their bananas. And then Chiquita invented a blight
resistant banana and Ecuador lost out again. But they have their own
oil amd they make their own gas. You know, it's been—-well, when I
first went there it was about twenty-five cents a gallon, I think it's
up to fifty now. But they export some oil and then they just use a
awful lot of it within the country. So everybody is driving around in
same kind of a rattletrap whatnot. )

Q: What's the climate like in Ecuador?

A: Well, I--Cathy and Lenny live at 9,000 feet ard it's very clear
and bright. It's just sort of like a spring day most of the time. I
mean, there's a ra season ard a dry season. But there are no other
seasons because they're on the equator. And so it's down to about
forty in the middle of the night and it's up to about seventy at noon.
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Q: ©Oh, that sounds beautiful.

A: It's marvelous. But Cath says that she gets so lonesome for snow
and colored leaves and all these other nice things. But the first
time that I went there she took me down to the jurngle which I was, I
gather, only about a half way down to the coast sea level. And I
swear it was just like Carlinville in the summertime. It was just
exactly, steamy and hot.

Q: You were there then for this last summer?

A: Iast sumer we didn't go down to the jungle we just stayed home.
But the first time that I was there she thought I ought to see the
sights.

Q: What's the lardscape like?

A: Oh, mountains and mountains and volcancs. It's like that fine
picture over there. (Directs attention to picture on wall.) That's
Corpus Christi, that's the day they all dress up in masks and
everything., It's like our Halloween but there's volcanos all arcund.
On a really good clear day you can see about six or eight volcanos on
the ig:jm.dscape and they're beautiful. They're huge, showcapped,
terrific,

Q: I'm trying to think of the name of the town, Latacunga.

A: Iatacunga is the big town near where they live. They live in a
town called Pujili. P-U~J-I-L~I. Pujili.

Q: I?would imagine that they live in the mountaine and it's fairly
steep

A: Yes. It's near Cotopaxi. It's in the province of Cotopaxi,
C-0~T-O~P-A-X-I which is a gigantic volcano. I don't think that it's
the biggest one but it's just an absolutely beautiful cone shaped
volcano. It's half way between Latacunga and Quito. And we drove up
there this time. Went up to about 13,000 feet. You don't walk very
far without getting out of breath.

Q: Yes. I know that Mr. Rawlins, Sid Rawlins, Dr. Rawlins ocut here
(Blackburn) said that like when he'd go to Colarbia and see the
American tourists get off the plane and be in the mountains and they'd

be expecting this jungle weather . . .

A: Well, the thing is when you come down out of the plane I don't
feel the altitude because the cabin pressure has been such that it's
not that strange. But when we went down to the jungle and came back
up. Boy, you feel the altitude then.

Q: A little dizziness?

A: Yes, sametimes you get dizzy. And you sure get short of breath
and sometimes you get an upset stamach. Cathy has learned every
































































































