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T h i s ~ i p t i s t h e p r d u c t o f a t a p r e c m d e d i r r t e r v i e w ~  
by Umstar R h d e s  for the Oral Hisrtory O f f i a e  durbq the fall of 1986. 
Mr. IQdOCZBGI transcribd the tapes and edited the transcript. M r s .  

rwfewd the tmwcript. 

m. Was born 6,1922 h R i m ,  Indiana. Sh8 
lived in a variety of locations, inclw -land, dm- her 
~ o o d a n d a d o l e s c e r u c e .  fnadditionm. F o r 3 3 e S h a s ~ e d  
extensively to many areas of the mid. She t a l b  in mt depth of 
her travels and w l y  life in -land. 

T h e n a r r a t o r i s a Q u a k e Y . a n d ~ ~ i e d d u r ~ W o r l d ~ ~ I I t o a  
~ 0 ~ 1 ~ ~ : i e n t i a u s  abjector. 6he givea insights into both the trea-t of 
~ o r m s c i e s r t i c r u s ~ e c t o r a n d ~ ~ k a s s i g n e d t o ~ o n t h e ~  
fmnt d u h q  the war. H e r  parmk wem also very active within the m, and she has a thorOuFpllu#rwl&ge of the history ard 
demlcpnmt of auakerh in the TJnited States. 

The majority of this m i e w  focused an Mrs. Farbas' yaws of work 
at Bl&cbum Universiw in Carlimille, Illinois. She trrpces the 
dervelqamk of the college fran 1949 to  the present with on 
the sdlmls' theatre -. m. Forbes also spstaks of the state 
of private colleges in  today's satiety. 

Rsadersof t h e o r a l h i s t o r y ~ i r ~ d b e a r h l n i n d t h a t  it i s a  
-ipt of the spken word, and that the intervim, narrator and 
editor saqht to the hfd ,  rxrrnrersatioml style that is 

in sud.1 historical -. Sarrgatmrn state University is nut 
-fils for the factual accuracy of W m i r ,  nor for views 
apmssd W i n ;  these are for the to jwlge. 



Lydia Forbes, October 30, 1986, Carlhille, Illinois. 

A: Richmcmd, Indiana. 

A: Anna Shipley Cmr. 

Q: a y ,  ard h t  did she do? Did she have a . . . . 
A: She was a teacher, professor--of several different things and when 
I w a s  born, at the t h  that I was born ah@ was teaching at Earlham 
and tea* Greek ard L a t h  and she went on to teach Oriental Art as 
well as Greek and Latin at Mills College in California and thm she 
becarrre Dean of the Faculty, 

Q: Where was Earlham? Is that what you said? 

A: Earlham College in R i M ,  Indiana. We play them in soccar 
s a r a e t h  hem. 

A: Yes, f rmnStanfnrd.  

Q: a, and your father's occupation? 
A: He was a professor of wits at Earlham, and then he went on, 
ch2mgad his gears, and w m t  lnto Philceophy and Religion whan he was 
bc2xLt-g in California. 

Q: He was at Mills also? 

A: He was at Mills also. 

Q: H h h a t  was his name? 

A: R&ltOn. B-R-I-N-N, 
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Q: What size family did you ccane f m ?  

A: I had two sisters and a brother. 

Q: Rnd you're the . . . 
A: I1m the oldest. 

Q: O l d e s t .  D i d  you hewe a close family, do you think? 

A: I think so. I mean, m1xe al l  getting tqBther at ThankqivFng if 
that's what  you mean. 

Q: Oh, still are. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Zud would you classify your childhood as being ham? 

A: I would. Seemed to me it . . . I mean I wouldntt go throlagh it 
again but I don't think anyboayls d l d h o o d  is vwy ham. It's not a 
happy stage of e x i m .  Therevs too miny frustrations. mt . . . 
yes. Negotiable. I can't understand these kids who always w i s h  they 
were y a q  agah--these people idm w i s h  they were young again. I just . . .  

A: Five. 

Q: Five, hcrw did you like that? 

Q: W a s  Ule trip? 

A: Yes, I msan, when you've got sawthing to date these things by. 

Q: What kind of games did you play w h m  you were  little? Do you 
lmmiibm any of than? 

A: Well, llKick the Cant1 and lWchigan Rmmyll mstly. We played 
Michigan an awful lot. 

Q: Michigan W? 
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A: Have you enrer played that? 

Q: NO. 

Q: A n y t h h g  else that you can ramnbm when you were a little older? 

A: What sort of thing? 

Q: was Tv around? 

A: No! No! TV didn't cmz araund until we were living here in 
Carlinville w h a  my kids were little-not until the fifties or so. 

A: 1922. And I'm b & h g  abaxt the thirties d the beg- of the 
folAdrs. 

Q: Did the -don hit your family very hard? 

A: W e l l ,  I can m m m b r  ny family talking about it in a very serious 
tone of voice. wlC I wasn't really, you h a w ,  pay- attention. 

A: Well, the thing is bath my folks had good pay- jch and we were 
a lot better off--I didn't knm it at the t h  but it was unusual, for 
amother and father both to have top E l i g ? i t  pay- jobs. But we 
a~yparanfly (tape stopped) 

Q: Okay, haw did your meet? 

A: Wl, they met: in -, do- relief work after World W a r  I. 
Theywerebo thauaks r sand theywen tac r ros s~ fo r theAmr ican  
F!riexb Ssrvic8 Ccarmcl th .  2U-d they mst cnrer there, it wasn't 
entirely an accident. Saaebody told my father t o  look my mother up. 

A: Yes. They said, "There was that cute little Anna COX ~ ~ e r  there 
andy~rubet ter&eckherout . '~  Sohedid. 

Q: Aria rn your par&= f m  the same area in the stettes? 

A: No, no. She bas fmn San Jose, California and he was fram West 
Chestm, PeMsylvania. 

Q: Boy! (laughter) So they never miLd have met. 



A: No. Not otherwise. 

Q: Was their marriage a happy one then? 

A: Wdl, now this is an interesting situatim because-since my 
nother was a f u l l  t h e  mployee, she had to have m n e  take care of 
us. Arrd since she w m t d  to have samme take care of us mo had the 
same ideas she did, she went to a boarding school in Bamesville, Ohio 
a n d a s k e d ~ ~ t h e d o r s ,  d th ishaIrpenedtwoor three  
tbmi because we had several I1Banaesville girls,11 as she callad them, 
to caw and then she would see them through college at  Mills, 
they were teaddq. They = sort of live-in baby-sitters. So that 
aheqo tpe~p le tha t13hs3adewhad the~a tUookon l i f e tha t sha  
did. Andthatway, ycru)acxJ, w @ a L l h a d t h f n g s t O d o m ~ w a s  
pushy aberut it. Can% lreally m n a b r .  

(2: What is samesville? A Qwdm school? 

A: Baymsville is a Quaker boawding -1. Very canservative, a lot 
of Friends thex"B in M o .  And a lot of those girls were very glad to 
get out of there. To get  out in the big world. 

Q: Did she spwor them through college then? 

A: Yea. Paid their way. 

Q: Wm, that was really a good deal. 

A: That ms a really good deal for them and it was a g o d  deal for 
her we didn't rajnd it a bit. Several of o w  bsat f r i d  they 
still -first Bamssville girl who wmt to California with us is 
living up in Eritiah ~olunbia naw. F r i d  of my brcrther's eldest 
da-ter and all that, and we a l l  keep in trxlc=h. 

A: Maquacite Brcrwn Wells. She married Phillip W e l l s ,  

Q: Why wald she pick aaqlace so far  away fram California? 

A: Well, because she W d  find samme there who reallywantedwfiat 
she could offer, I think. I don't ln#rw, I never a s h i  her, at that 
point I wasn't -, I just knew these girls just kept 



along. But she had f r m  them, bothwmother ard father did. And 
t h e r y ~ ~ p e a p 1 e t h e r e a n d t h e ~ e ~ w h i c h p e o p l e w r r u l d b e  
mst hbmsbd in g d q  out to a allege like Mills. Atld! you lacrw, 
it was just sort of a m r k ,  like they say nmdays, of mformatim. 

Q: What kind of school was Mills? Was it liberal arts? 

A: Well, Mills was a liberal arts wmrents college. Nuwadays,  I think 
that itts prabably M. Wzt in those days it was a college 
ad pmhbly the first major wanento college on the west coast. 

Q: Was it a &ler schaol? 

A: I don't kncrw what you would call ;small. 

Q: Blackbumls size. [300-500) 

A: It was in the my area, it's in Oaklad. 

Q: Haw about religiun as a child? Did your prmb stress religion, 
beins a 

A: Yes. It was a Quaker family and they were busy establishhg the 
Pacific Yearly Meeting. And so we ran into a lot  of pmnhmt 
Quahm. 'Ilzeywnuldccmetometatourhauseardwewenttoa 
m i n g  in Berkeley which isn't in ths same city, it was a bit of a 
drive, but there wasn't a meting in oakld .  

Q: Hcrw about edur=atiosz? W i t h  both ycrur mther and father being 
college graduates did they stress edumtim in yaur life? 

A: Y e s .  They didn't want to send us to Oakland polblic d1001s. So 
theyhadMillsl studants tutor us at hme for quite a -1. And, 
yes, I never went to -1 until a b u t  sixth grade. 

Q: W l y ,  w h a t  was the -ning behkd that? 

A: Well, the W a n d  public -1s didn't seem to them to be worth 
much, and they felt they'd do better this way. 

or was it 

A: It Imbqadmtes. I don't think that they had graduate 
Btl&ntB irrvol*. 
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A: Well, no. There was an mh there where my f o l h  went on a 
sabbatical l m  to Eryland, when I was ten. And we went to school 
overthers, t o a ~ l i n B ~ n e a r w h e r e t h e y w l e r e t e a & i n g .  
And eo im got used to a, yau 3aerw, socialization of school, that 
way. Arrdwhenm cmrrebackthay sent us .to different places,' There 
vms on& private school aver in Berhley and then I went to Pi-t 
High. Pi- is a very amall city that's sort of enclceed by 
Berkelxy and it's a v w y 4 1 ,  I guess it's a high inccane area so 

had a vwy, very good high -1. So I ccmmted wer there 
~ & ~ s o * o f l i k e a n h o u r o n t h e b u & w e r y a a y ~ i n g b u s s e s  
all the time. I man, we-% bussed but we took a public 
transport. And I went to Piedmnt High and then my sister and I went 
to a private school up im Berkeley for a &lea They were very, very 
fusslT about our edwatia. They just--they didn't have time to do it 
themdve~i and so they paid a lot of attention to where we were being 
sent* So we wlmen't just Shi* crut to wherwer. 

A: oh, that was fabulerusl 

A: Y e s .  We tcak a boat dam frcan San Francisco d m  through the 
Famumcanal. AndatappedatHavanaonthewayuptoNawYork. Ard 
w e d i d n l t k m i t a t t h e t h w e s b p p e d i n H a v a n a ,  butwecontracbd 
thschich~pmthem. SowespentthevqageacrosafrcanNewYorkto 
&uWmpbninqummthe. Andwegot toEb-q lard ,  - h a d t o h i m a  
c a b t o t a k e u s t o ~ b e c a u s e ~ w w u l d l e t u s n n p u b l i c  
transport; we were all too d.lic3wl pcrxed. So that must have been a 
horrible vqage for my mther. We were all dawn there in -tine, 
it must have been a -. M my sister wars just one, ane year old. 

Q: H m  l q  did that ycru? 

A: Goab, I dan't kncrw. I think that was four days and five nights in 
tht%8 dam t0 the Atlantic. 

Q: Oh, really1 That's not k a d  at all, is it? 

A: No. WewmtmtheOlympic I th ink i twas .  I t w a s a b i g a m r d  
limboat. I d m ' t ] m a * u m a t w e w e n t m d o w n ~ t h e c a n a 1 .  But 
I flew war the canal just last summer zukl same of ~t still looked 
f &liar. 

Q: So h m  long were ycru in England? 






























































































































































































