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Fannie FitzJerrell, February 17, 1975 Chatham, ll1linois.

Virginia Wilbert, Interviewer.

Q: Now, should | call you Mrs. FitzJderrell or would you rather | call
you Fannie? Whatever comes to my mind, all right?

AR: Yes.
Q: Have you had any visitors?

A: Not today. No. | had visitors yesterday, Mrs. Nibert was here and,
but | didn't have any other visitors.

Q: You don't have any relatives here?

A: No, no relatives. My nearest relatives live at Farmers City and they
don't come very often because they're not very well yet.

Q: Well, so Farmers City isn't very far from here.
A: No, it's about thirty—-five miles, isn't it?

Q: Did that used to be your home?

A: No, my home is in Raymond.

Q: Raymond?

A: In Montgomery County.
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Q: How far is that?

A: It's between forty and fifty miles. | think about fifty miles to
Raymond from here, yes.

Q: Forty or fifty miles?

A: Yes.

Q: Where did you lTive in Raymond, in the city?

A: In the village of Raymond.

Q: The village?

A: Yes., It's a town of over a thousand, yes.

Q: How long did you live there?

A: We retired and bought a home there and we were reared in that
community.

Q: Yes. So that's your home.

A: And the doctor retired, why, we bought a home there and moved to
Raymond, yes. And we only lived there six years and he passed away.

Q: | see. Do you still have your home or did you sell it?

A: | sold it. | sold my home four or five years later | sold it, yes,
and | don't have a home there any more.

Q: And your children don't live there?

A: No, my daughter lives in the East and their sons both live in the
East. And my son lives in Hillsboro, I1linois.
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Q: Oh, | know where that is.

A: Yes, that's the county seat of Montgomery County, vyes.

Q: Yes.

A: And he lives there. And he's a First World War veteran.

Q: Oh! What did he do in the war?

A: Oh, he had charge of the supplies for the motorcycle division. He
was just a soldier in the service and he was first in the hospital corps
and then they transferred him to the—he had the stock room of the
motorcycle division. He had all the repairs and he had to take charge
of that.

Q: So he repaired motorcyclies, he repaired motorcycies?

A: Yes, for the entire AEF.

Q: Oh my!

A: Yes.

Q: He had a big job.

A: Yes, he did.

Q: How long was he in the army?

A: He was in France two years.

Q: France? Oh, he worked over there, overseas?

: Yes, he was a First World War veteran. First World War veteran. And
he was in the service two years in France,
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Q: Were you in Raymond at that time or where were you living at that
time?

A: Well let's see. Where were we living?

Q: In World War 1.

A: We were living in Geneseo, l1l1linois, at that time.
Q: Geneseo?

A: Yeah. I{llinois, yes, at that time,

Q: Was your husband practicing medicine?

A: He was the M.D. in Geneseo, general practice.
Q: General practice.

A: Yes.

Q: | see. And how long did you live there?

A: Oh, we lived in Genescio thirteen years.

Q: Did you like it?

A: Oh yes, | liked it.

[ =]

That was during World War | then you were in Geneseo?

A: Yes, during World War i. And we lived in Geneseo. And then we moved
from there in 1926 to Prophetstown. And that's in Henry, Geneseo's in
Henry County and Prophetstown is in, | think, Lee County, isn't it?

Q: I'm not sure how you, where that is either, Prophetstown. Did your
husband always practice medicine then?
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A: He practiced general practice in Prophetstown too. We were there six

years and he went in state service,

Q: What kind of state service was that?

A: in the Welfare Department. He was in the mental hospitals.

Q: Oh.

A: And he was an M.D. and a psychiatrist.

Q: Must have been very interesting work.

A: And Mr. Bowen was the director for the welfare., And he got his
position through Mr. Bowen and the governor was Governor Horner at that
time. A Democrat governor. (laughs)

Q: | see. That doesn't make any difference. (laughs) So he worked for
the State of 11linois then.

A: Yes, in the Welfare Department, yes. And he was at Dixon at the
colony there for six years and then he transferred to Jacksonville
because he wanted to work for the mentally ill where the patients were
mentally il11. He thought he could do more after he graduated as he was
the registered psychiatrist.

Q: Then he became a psychiatrist after he was an M.D.

A: Oh, yes. Yes. He graduated in 1894 from Northwestern University,
the doctors' degree, he got his doctors' degree, Yyes.

Q: That's a long time ago. (laughs)

A: Yes.

Q: Were you there then with him when he went to school at Northwestern?
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A: Oh, yes. We lived in Chicago five years.
Q: Oh. | bet that was interesting. Did you enjoy that?

A: Yes. The last three years he was in college we lived in Chicago. He
took his first year in St. Louis in Marion Sims, that's Washington
University now.

Q: Oh., Then you went te Chicago.

A: | stayed on the farm when he went one year to $t. Louis. And then we
sold out, we sold everything and moved to Chicago. And we lived there
three, well, about four and a haif years. We stayed there a year and a
half after he graduated. He opened an office in Chicago but he didn't
like the—we didn't like Chicago too well,

Q: (laughs) Too big?

A: It was too large and you know, you get the rifraff when you first
start to practice. So he wanted to get a place where he could establish
himself, And we went to lowa.

Q: lowa? Then you left Il1linois then for the first time?

A: We moved to lowa in 1905, He graduated in June, 1904, and we moved
to lowa in the fall of 1905.

Q: Where did you move to in lowa?
A: Where in lowa?
Q: What city?

A: Elport in the Turkey River Valiey.

Q: (laughs) Turkey River Valley, why did they call it that? (laughs)
Have a lot of turkeys there?

A: Turkey River Valley.
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Q: That was the name of it?

A: But this is a smaller town, and they wanted a doctor s$o bad. And
they needed one. S0 we went there and stayed there eight years.

Q: You must have liked it there.

A: We didn't like it but we had a good business. With making money.
(1aughs)

Q: (laughs) Well, that's important, too.

A: Yes. We bought a home there and we had three years to pay for it and
we paid for it in the first year.

Q: Wow!

A: Doctor was so busy.

Q: | guess he was doing very well (laughter). Yes. That's wonderful.
Were your children born while you were there?

A: My little girl. My boy was about eleven years old when we moved to
Turkey River.

Q: Oh. | see.

A: To Elport. Turkey River Valley.

Q: So you just had your little girl while you were there. You had a
little girl to keep you busy.

A: We moved there in 1905 and she was born in 1906. The year after we
moved there.

Q: Where does she live now?
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A: She lives at Greenwich, Connecticut.

Q: Oh, my. That's a long way.

A: Eleven hundred miles.

Q: | bet you don't see her very often (laughs).

A: Oh yes. | think she's coming for Easter.

Q: Oh, that's wonderful.

A: And she was . . .

Q: She was here at Christmas?

A: She was here just before Christmas. About two weeks before
Christmas. And then she'll be here. | think she'll be here for Easter,
she may not. She'll come on my birthday.

Q: When is your birthday?

A: On the 28th of August.

Q: Oh, we're almost twins, mine's the 29th (laughter). Isn't that
something?

A: Yes. If | live till August 1'11 be 103.

Q: Oh my, that's wonderful. | hope you do. | hope you make it.
(1aughs)

A: | don't know whether | will or not. | can tell when |I'm failing
some.

Q: Do you feel that you're not quite as strong or . . .
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A: Well, | just can't do the things that | would like to do. |[|'m not
guite as supple as | was.

Q: Yes, getting a little bit harder for you to get around.

A: A little bit harder to get around, yes.

Q: You can walk?

A: And a little bit harder to understand.

Q: Do you walk with the walker?

A: | walk with the walker, yes. But they take me to the dining room in
a chair. And then they bring me back in a chair. But | walk around the
room with a walker and walk downh to the toilet with my walker. | go
every morning and make my toilette and brush my teeth and make my
toilette, take care of myself,

Q: Well that's wonderful that you can get around that way. You're
really lucky.

A: | sleep all night., | go to bed at nine, at eight o'clock.

Q: Oh, you go to bed early.

A: And then | sleep until about one. Then | get up, you khow, go to the
toilette, | go to my commode and then | get back in bed and go to sleep
again. (laughs)

Q: That's a2 good idea at one o'clock in the morning, | would, too.
(Taughter) So then you get up early in the morning?

A: | get up about half past four.

Q: Oh, that's very early. |I'm still sleeping.

At | go down and it takes me about an hour to make my toilette, | have
to brush my teeth and wash my face and wash my body and just do
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everything that needs to be done. (laughs)

Q: Well, that's wonderful that you can walk down there by yourseif.

A: With the walker, yes, | go, yes.

Q: That's wonderful. And then you have breakfast?

A: Then |, yes, | have breakfast a little after seven., They come for me
and take me down. But they serve me a cup of hot coffee at about five
o'clock.

Q: That's wonderful. Do you want that? ®id you order that specially?

A: Yes, no, they let me have it to help my circulation. Make my blood
circulate better.

Q: | see. That's a good idea.

A: Yes. And then | have a nice hot cup of coffee, very hot, put a
little sugar in it. And | have, and oh, that's so good so early,.

Q: (laughs) Well, that's nice that they do that for you.

A: Yes they do. But the nurse said | was having kind of little spells
of—I| couldn't see good and | would get awful hot. And she said it's
lack of circulation. And serve me a good hot cup of coffee early in the
morning, before | have my breakfast.

Q: And that helps you then?

A: Oh, yes. | haven't had any of those spells since | have been having
that coffee.

Q: Well, that's fine. What do you usually like to have for breakfast?

A: Oh, if they have an egg | have an egg and then let me see now. |
have a dish of grapefruit with a little salt and sugar on it.
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Q: Well, that's good.

A: And some toast. And a cup of tea. And a glass of milk.

Q: Oh, that's a good breakfast.

A: And then when they have cream of wheat | have the cream of wheat
instead of the egg.

Q: Now, well, that's very good, too.

A: And on Sunday mornings we have bacon and eggs and toast and
grapefruit.

Q: Weill, that's good.

A: And we have very nice food here.

Q: That sounds delicious.

A: We can't complain.

Q: Well that's good. And you have a good appetite then, you like to
eat.

A: Oh, yes. |'m always hungry. (laughter)

Q: Sounds like me. (laughter) I'm always hungry.

A: And they put toast, butter, and a little jelly on my toast. And
there's a lady sits beside me and helps me . . .

Q: Oh.

A: Her name is Hicks, Mrs. Hicks. And she's a very lovely lady.

Q: She lives here, too?
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A: Yes. She's a resident here. We're not patients, we're residents.

Q: Right. This is residents, | know because it's just a resident home,
it's not a nursing home.

A: No, it isn't.

Q: | know that. | think it sounds like you really enjoy it here.

A: Oh, yes. Yes. Everybody's so nice and good. lLadies eat at the
table, oh, just very nhice.

Q: Do you sit at the same table every meal, then?

A: Yes. We change about every two weeks. We eat at one table for about
two weeks, then they change us to the other table. And everybody
changes but Miss Hicks sits by me and helps me. She puts everything on
my plate for me because | don't see well enough. (pause)

Q: What do you usually have for lunch then? Do you have a lunch or do
you have a big dinner?

A: We have three meals a day.

Q: Three of them.

A: We have breakfast, dinner and supper.

Q: Dinner at noon then. You have a big dinner at noon?

A: We have a nice dinner. And the food is very good.

Q: Well, that's good. That's good.

A: And for supper, oh, we just have a nice supper. Not a heavy supper
but a good supper.
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Q: Well, you wouldn't want a heavy . . .

A: No.

Q: Late at night iike that.

A: Not for elderly people, no.

Q: There are a lot of elderly ladies that you're friendly with here?
Are you friends with a lot of the ladies here?

A: Am | friends with them?
Q: No, do you have a lot of friends here?

A: Oh, no. Oh, yes, | have my friends, everybody. | like all the
ladies, yes. But some of them | don't know because they're coming and
going. And some of them | don't, | haven't met. You see, there's over
sixty—five people here.

Q: | was just going to ask how many there were. Sixty-five? That's a
lot.

A: Yes, it is.

Q: Do you all eat together in the same room when you eat your meals,
everybody eats together?

A: We eat at the same table. Just like, it's like a family. (laughs)
Q: (laughs) That's good.

A: Just a big family.

Q: wWell, it sounds like you're happy here.

A: Oh, yes, it's the company and you contact them and it helps.
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Q: Yes.

A: It helps you to get with people.

Q: Yes, and it helps stimulate you a little bit, you mean.

A: Yes.

Q: That's good. How long have you been here?

A: | think this is the seventh year. | was here once before.

Q: Oh, yes.

A: And | went home, | was here about fifteen months. And | got able to
go home and | went home. And then my son's wife died and so he came and
stayed with me. And that's the reason | went home is because he was
alone. | went home to kind of help him.

Q: Sure.

A: And | fell and hurt myself.

Q: Oh, that's too bad.

A: And then | had to go to S5t. John's, | fractured my hip. And then |
couldn't get back in here. | had to wait. My name was on the list, but
| had to wait. 5o | went—from $t. John's, | went to the Americana. |
was there, | think, about three years. And then | left the Americana
and went to the Dirksen House.

Q: Oh, yves, | know where that is.

A: And | met Lola at the Americana.

Q: She's very nice.

A: And you know she's lovely. And then | went to the Dirksen House and
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| wasn't there very long, until she come there. (laughs)

Q: She liked you so well she had to find . . . (laughs)

A: Well, the Dirksen, the Americana closed up.

Q: Oh, that's right.

A: And so then she came to the Dirksen House as Activity Director. And
you know Lola, don't you?

Q: Yes, | know Lola.

A: She's a nice, lovely person.

Q: Very nice.

A: And | was there | guess about eighteen months.
Q: Oh, my that was a long . . .

A: And then | was trying to get back here all the time so one of the
ladies came, Miss Weed came and told me that | could have the room now
if | wanted it. Here. | said, '"Well, I'l1l take it." So this is the
room | took.

Q: Very nice.

A: And |'ve been here ever since. | think that's seven or eight years
ago.

Q: Very nice.

A: Yes. |'ve been here ever since. | sold my home while | was in the
Americana. )

Q: You sold the home at Raymond?
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A: Yes., And | got a good price for it and | was putting my money in
trust and coming here.

Q: Well, you're well taken care of here, It's better that you don't
have to worry about going home and taking care of your home, too.

A: | was too old to take care of a home.

Q: Well, you had trouble walking, though.

A: S0 | was glad to get it. | got more for it than | thought | would.
Q: Well, that's good.

A: Because the people wanted it. Yes. 1t's a good plan to sell your
stuff when peopie want it. (laughs)

Q: Yes, that's right. Was it a small home in Raymond?

A: Oh, no. O0h, no.

Q: Big?

A: it was an eight—-room house.

Q: Oh, you had a big house.

A: And a beautiful home.

Q: Oh, sounds lovely. Sounds lovely., Tell me, was it two story?

A: Yes, we had three big rooms upstairs, bedrooms, and a nice big
bathroom and then { had a half a bath downstairs and a sitting room and
a parlor, dining room and a kitchen, and an enclosed porch. O0ff of the
kitchen. And it's all in good repair.

Q: Was it new when you bought it?
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A: Oh, no. We know when that house was built. It was an old house but
it was well built. And we spent a lot of money on it, getting it in
good repair.

Q: You feel like you're well taken care of here?

A: Oh, yes. Oh, yes. Couldn't be better.

Q: They don't charge you very much for these rooms, do they?

A: Oh, yes, they charge you.

Q: Oh, they charge you.

A: Well, what do | pay?

Q: Well, you don't have to tell me if you don't want to.

A: Well, | pay between two and three hundred dollars. Between two and
three hundred . . .

Q: That's still not—that's pretty reasonable, though.

A: Yes, this is the best place and the cheapest.

Q: | think so. Very good. You have a nice view of the street here.

A: Oh, vyes. | like that view, yes, you see the evergreen trees.

Q: Yes.

A: And everything nice.

Q: You can see Lawrence Avenue.

A: Yes, | can see, and | can see, | can see . . .
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Q: Chatham Road.

A: | can see the cars coming and going. | see people drive up and see
that evergreen tree, isn't that beautiful? And there's another one out
there. | can see it from my room, from my chair here,.

Q: Can you see my red car?
A: No. Well, | don't have . . .

Q: My red car's out there. Yes, you really do have a nice view here.
It's lovely.

A: Very nice view. | like my room. | don't have a toilet but | don't
want a toilet., Maybe | couldn't use it if | had it.

Q: Well, it's convenient. You have a commode.
A: Commode.

Q: Well, that's nice. That's just as well.

A: Yes.
Q: You have another thing you can see from here. | can see the park
from here. | can see Washington Park from here.

A: Oh, | can't see that.
Q: Do you hear the carillon bells in summer?

A: Oh, yes, if the wind's just right | can hear them. Yes. | can sit
here, | sit here sometimes and hear it. But not always. If the wind
blows the sound this way then | can hear them.

Q: They're lovely to listen to. | like to go to the park and listen.
(pause) Is Pauline your daughter?
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A: Pauline is my daughter.

Q: Oh, | see.

A: Mrs. Thompson her name is.
Charlotte, North Carolina.

television announcer.

&tf In Charlotte, North Carolina.

She has two boys and, Hundley lives in

He has a family, his wife and he, and he has
three little children, a boy thirteen, a girl of ten, and a little boy,
six. And they're all just as nice as they can be.

And that's Billy Graham's home.

Q: Yes, that's right, it is. Does he know him?

A: Oh, yes. He
Graham's a very
And he was born

Q: Yes. | knew

A: Yes.

Q: Does he talk

sees him every day. Driving through the streets, Billy
rich man. He has a beautiful home up in the mountains.

and raised in Charlotte.

he was from North Carolina.

on the radio and T.V. there?

A: My son, my grandson?

Q: Your grandson is an announcer.

A: Oh, he's a radio and television announcer.

there on the radio.

Q: Yes. Have you ever heard him on the radio?

A: No. | haven'!

people.

t ever heard him. | just have a radio,
television. Hundley, he makes a very good salary and they are Christian

Q: They have two children, you said two?

Billy Graham?

And he lectures over

And he's a radio and

| don't have a
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A: They have three children, a little boy, six, and a girl ten and a boy
thirteen. And they're lovely children.

Q: Those are your great—grandchildren.

A: My great—grandchildren., And my grandsons are two. The other
grandson is in New York City and he's a theatrical producer. He likes
it in New York City.

Q: Do you mean he produces?

A: He lives in New York. And he takes part in the programs of the
theater., They had just put on a play in indianapolis. And they were
there several weeks.

Q: That's not too far from here.

A: And he came over to see me and spent Christmas with me.

Q: Oh, that's nice.

A: He came on the day before Christmas and he stayed until after
Christmas. And the stage manager lives here in Springfield and he rode
with him from Indianapolis here, and spent the day, spent that time with
me.

Q: How long had it been since you'd seen him? Before that? Quite a
while?

A: Oh, on my hundredth birthday. About two years.

Q: Oh, | see, Everybody came to see you then?

A: Oh, yes. Yes. And he brought the kiddies.

Q: Everybody.

A: | saw the children. | hadn't seen them before.
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Q: Isn't that wonderful. Everybody was here then,

A: Yes, My two grand—my son—Ii know my son wasn't here, he wasn't
able. But Pauline and her two boys and the wife, Hundley's wife, the
other boy's not married, And Hundley's wife and Hundley's c¢hildren.
And they all came for my birthday.

Q: Wow, that's wonderful.

A: But Hundley couldn't stay for my birthday so he came on Saturday.

And he was here Sunday. And my birthday was on Monday. Because he had
to be back to broadcast. They went back Sunday afternoon and when he
got home, he telephoned that they arrived home safely. That was so nice
of him.

Q: Yes, Then you didn't have to worry about him. (laughs)

A: Yes.

Q: That was nice.

A: And he had to pay half-fare for all the kiddies.

Q: Ooh, that was expensive.

A: Yes.

Q: | bet that cost a lot of money.

A: Yes. Yes. But then it only comes once in a hundred years.

Q: (laughs) That's right. Not everybody's that lucky. That they get
to celebrate a hundred years. There aren't that many. Do you get a
birthday card from the President, too, like they say?

A: Oh, yes. Yes. | got one from the President, from the Governor,
sure,

Q: You're a celebrity. (laughs)
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A: Yes.

Q: That's wonderful,

A: And from the mayor.

Q: From the mayor, too?

A: Yes,

Q: Well, you must have had a big party.

A: Oh, we had a big party. About a hundred and fifty people. Yes,

Q: Here? Did you have it here?

A: Yes. |n the big parlor. 1t was quite an ordeal. (laughter)

Q: Well, that's nice, though. Like you say, it only comes once a
hundred years. (laughter)

A: They say the first hundred is the hardest. (laughter)

Q: | don't know. | don't think | could make it two hundred years. |
won't even make it a hundred the rate |'m going.

A: Yes.

Q: Yes, it can be hard once in a while.

A: This is a very nice place to live.

Q: Yes, it's very nice here. Does someone take you out for a ride or .
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A: No, | can't stand it to go. 1!'m too weak to go, be gone long. See,
I'm not as strong as | used to be.

Q: Yes. Well, it's just as well. The weather's terrible. (laughs)
A: We haven't had a very pleasant winter.
Q: Not much sunshine.

A: Not much sunshine. 1It'1]l be sunshine one day and the next it's
¢loudy.

Q: Yes. Just like today.

A: Today is cloudy, isn't it?

Q: Rainy.

A: It's raining?

_Q: it's not raining, but it's very wet, almost like rain.
A: Damp . . . atmosphere.

Q: So you wouldn't want to go outside anyway.

A: A heavy atmosphere, yes.

Q: They said it was supposed to snow.

A: Yes. Rainish snow.

Q: But it's too warm for snow. It's too warm. So | guess we'll have
rain.

A: Yes. We've had plenty of rain. Not too much, | guess.
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Q: Well, the ground is very soggy.

A: Yes.

Q: Very wet. | don't know how the farmlands are but | bet you they're
pretty wet.

A: | guess it's frozen, isn't it?

Q: No, it's not cold enough to freeze.

A: Yes.

Q: So, it's just soggy and wet.

A: Where's your home?

Q: I'm from St. Louis, Missouri.

A: You're from St. Louis?

Q: Yes,

A: | had some relatives in St. Louis.

Q: It's a nice city.

A: They all passed away now. My father's brothers.

Q: | see.

A: Three of them are in every other state business. The other two's in
concrete business. They laid sidewalks for the city.

Q: Did you get to see them very much? Did you get to 5t. Louis very
much?
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A: Well, we did most of our shopping in St. Louis. We just lived sixty
miles from there, you know. The Wabash Railroad. Went right into the
city.

Q: | see. Well, you were lucky then. You could . . .

A: We could go down in the morning, come back in the evening. We used
to buy most everything at Famous—Barr.

Q: Me, too. (laughs) My mother used to take me down there and shop. |
like Famous—Barr.

A: | had a sister—in—law that lived in the French part, the French town
of St. Louis. There was a district there they'd call it,

Q: Yes, a French district.

A: That's where she lived.

Louis. It's right on the river there. And they lived right on the

Q: The fur traders lived there years ago in the French Quarter in St. }
river where it was close. ‘

A: And there's another place they called the Potatoe Patch. You ever
hear of it?

Q: No.
A: They call it—the Irish people lived there. (laughs)

Q: Oh, | don't know that place. A part of St. Louis? Oh, | didn't know
that.

A: Yes. It's just a little place they call Potatoe Patch. My husband's
sister, her huband took up medicine and he went to college after they
were married and they lived in Potatoe Patch.

Q: You're Irish, aren't you? Are you Irish?
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A: No.

Q: No?

A: Scot.

Q: Scot.

A: Yes. My people are English.

Q: English.

A: Came from England.

Q: t see.

A: But my husband's people were Scot. FitzJerrell., 1it's Scot name,
yes. They're from Glasgow, Scotland. And some of them are located in
Maryland, no. Where is that the Orioles come from?

Q: Baltimore,

A: Baltimore. That's where they located. And they were monument
carvers.

Q: | know what that is.

A: And they had an establishment there. And we went there to see if
they were the same people. And they were. They all passed away but one
of them. And she was a teacher in Baltimore and she was a vacation and
we didn't get to see her.

End of Tape One.

A: See my picture up there. That's the fourth generation. Me and my
daughter, and her two sons, and one of the son's wives and two
great—grand, three great-grand children.
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Q: Three great—grand children.
A: Little boys and a little girl and another little boy.

Q: Yes, | see their pictures. Very nice. They're pretty, pretty
children.

A: Oh, oh yes,.
Q: Beautiful and very nice. Do they live far away from you though?

A: They live in Charlotte, Nerth Carolina and my daughter lives in
Greenwich, Connecticut.

Q: And that's a long ways.

A: About a thousand miles, |It's too far away.
Q: Too far for you to see them very often.

A: My daughter maybe will come Easter.

Q: But that's why | bet you get lonely for them.
A: Yes, | get awful lonely. | do get so lonely.

Q: Well, that's why |I'm always going to come, |I'11 come visit you so
that | can talk to you, you won't get lonely. (laughs) You don't mind,
do you?

A: Oh, no.

Q: The last time | was here you were going to tell me about your father.
You remember you were started to tell me a story about your father and
his farm and how he liked the farm and what he had on the farm. You
started to tell me about that and then we ran out of time.

A: Well, my father—they were married at Christmastime and they went on
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my grandfather's land at Waggoner, lllinois. And there was 550 acres
and he and his brother farmed it. And they were known as the Terry
Brothers.

Q: How did they get this farm?

A: Grandpa . . . the land from the government for a dollar and quarter
an acre and he put his sons on it and he stocked it and he bought farm
implements, and he bought all the household supplies, the cookstoves and
the heating stoves and bedstand. O0Of course the women, my mother and her
cousin, made my father scrub it. And we called her Aunt Liz. She's
mother's own cousin.

Q: What did they have on the farm, what kind of farm was it?

A: it was a grain farm, a grain farm. And Grandpa bought the horses and
farm impiement and kept them up to business, to farming. And he and my
brother were known as the Terry Brothers. They farmed together the 550
acres,

Q: That's a big farm.

A: Yes. And they got it for a dollar and a quarter an acre and now the
land's selling for | don't know how much. Up in the hundreds.

Q: | would imagine that it's very valuable.

A: Yes, it is. But they don't own the land anymore. The Waggoners own
it. My grandfather did. And then my grandfather—my father and his
brother had to move. The executor sold that land because they could get
more for it because it was better improved. My father and his brother
lived on it for fifteen years. And they made a lot of
improvements--fences and outbhuildings, graneries and a barn, a new barn
and chicken house and garden and garden fences-—and fences, rock fences
and they used their own money to improve this land. Apd then when my
grandfather died they had to move. And we moved to a farm east of
Raymond. One which my grandfather owned, 240 acres.

Q: You moved to another farm? Another farm near Raymond then?

A: Yes—no it was Grandpa's.

































































































































































































































































































































































































































