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Fannie F i t z J e r r e l l ,  February 17, 1975 Chatham, I l l i n o i s .  

V i r g i n i a  Wilbert, In terv iewer.  

Q: Now, should I  c a l l  you Mrs. F i t r J e r r e l l  or  would you ra the r  1 call 
you Fannie? Whatever comes t o  my mind, a l l  r i g h t ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: Have you had any v i s i t o r s ?  

A: Not today. No. I had v i s i t o r s  yesterday, Mrs. N ibe r t  was here and, 
but I d i d n ' t  have any other  v i s i t o r s .  

Q: You d o n ' t  have any r e l a t i v e s  here? 

A: No, no r e l a t i v e s .  My nearest r e l a t i v e s  l ive a t  Farmers C i t y  and they 
don ' t  come very  o f t e n  because t h e y ' r e  no t  very w e l l  ye t .  

Q: Well, so Farmers C i t y  i s n ' t  very f a r  from here. 

A: No, i t ' s  about t h i r t y - f i v e  mi les,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

Q: Did t h a t  used t o  be your home? 

A: No, my home i s  i n  Raymond. 

Q: Raymond? 

A: 1.n Montgomery County. 



Fannie F i t z J e r r e l l  

Q: How f a r  i s  t h a t ?  

A: I t ' s  between f o r t y  and f i f t y  mi les.  I t h ink  about f i f t y  m i les  t o  
Raymond from here, yes. 

Q: For ty  or  f i f t y  mi les? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Where d i d  you l i v e  i n  Raymond, i n  the  c i t y ?  

A: I n  the  v i l l a g e  o f  Raymond. 

Q: The v i l l a g e ?  

A: Yes. I t ' s  

Q: How long d 

a town o f  over a thousand, yes. 

i d  you l i v e  there? 

A: We r e t i r e d  
cornmuni t y .  

and bought a home there and we were reared i n  t h a t  

Q: Yes. So that's your home. 

A: And the  doctor r e t i r e d ,  why, we bought a home there  and moved t o  
Raymond, yes. And we on ly  l i v e d  there  s i x  years and he passed away. 

Q: I see. Do you s t i l l  have your home or  d i d  you s e l l  i t ?  

A: I s o l d  it. I so ld  my home four  or  f i v e  years l a t e r  I so ld  it, yes, 
and I d o n ' t  have a home there any more. 

Q: And your c h i l d r e n  d o n ' t  l i v e  there? 

i r  sons both  l i v e  i n  the 
i s .  

A: No, my daughter i i v e s  i n  the East and 
East .  And my son l i v e s  i n  H i l l sbo ro ,  I1 

the 
1 ino 



Fannie F i t z J e r r e l l  3 

Q: Oh. I know where t h a t  i s .  

A: Yes, t h a t ' s  the county seat o f  Montgomery County, yes. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And he l i v e s  there. And h e ' s  a F i r s t  World War veteran. 

Q: Oh! What d i d  he do i n  the war? 

A: Oh, he had charge o f  the  supp l ies  f o r  the  motorcycle d i v i s i o n .  He 
was just a s o l d i e r  i n  the se rv i ce  and he was f i r s t  i n  the  h o s p i t a l  corps 
and then they t rans fe r red  him t o  the-he had the stock room o f  the 
motorcyc le d i v i s i o n .  He had a l l  the r e p a i r s  and he had t o  take charge 
o f  tha t .  

Q: So he repa i red  motorcycles, he repa i red  motorcycles? 

A: Yes, f o r  the  e n t i r e  AEF.  

Q: Oh my!  

A: Yes. 

Q: He had a b i g  job.  

A: Yes, he d i d .  

Q: How long was he i n  the  army? 

A: He was i n  France t w o  years. 

Q: France? Oh, he worked over there, overseas? 

A: Yes, he was a F i r s t  World War veteran. F i r s t  World War veteran. And 
he was i n  the se rv i ce  two years i n  France. 
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Q: Were you i n  Raymond a t  tha t  time or  where were you l i v i n g  a t  tha t  
t i me? 

A: Well l e t ' s  see. Where were we l i v i n g ?  

Q: I n  World War I .  

A: We were l i v i n g  i n  Geneseo, I l l i n o i s ,  a t  tha t  time. 

Q: Geneseo? 

A: Yeah. I l l i n o i s ,  yes, a t  t h a t  time. 

Q: Was your husband p rac t i c i ng  medicine? 

A: He was the N.D. i n  Geneseo, general pract ice .  

Q: General pract ice.  

A: Yes. 

Q: I see. And how long d i d  you l i v e  there? 

A: Oh, we l i v e d  i n  Genescio t h i r t een  years.  

Q: Did you l i k e  i t? 

A: Oh yes, I l i ked  it. 

Q: That was dur ing World War I then you were i n  Geneseo? 

A: Yes, dur ing World War I. And we l i v e d  i n  Geneseo. And then we moved 
from there i n  1926 t o  Prophetstown. And t h a t ' s  i n  Henry, Geneseo's i n  
Henry County and Prophetstown i s  in, I th ink,  Lee County, i s n ' t  i t? 

Q: I ' m  not sure how you, where t h a t  i s  e i the r ,  Prophetstown. Did your 
husband always p rac t i ce  medicine then? 
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A: He prac t i ced  general p r a c t i c e  i n  Prophetstown too. We were there  s i x  
years and he went i n  s t a t e  serv ice.  

Q: What k ind of  s t a t e  serv ice  was t h a t ?  

A: I n  t he  Welfare Department. He was i n  the  mental hosp i ta l s .  

Q: Oh. 

A: And he was an M.D. and a p s y c h i a t r i s t .  

Q: Must have been very  i n t e r e s t i n g  work. 

A: And M r .  Bowen was, the d i r e c t o r  f o r  the wel fare.  And he gat  h i s  
p o s i t i o n  through M r .  Bowen and the  governor was Governor Horner a t  t h a t  
t ime. A Democrat governor. (1 aughs) 

Q: I see. That doesn' t  make any d i f f e rence .  (laughs) So he worked f o r  
the  S ta te  o f  I l l i n o i s  then. 

A: Yes, i n  t he  Welfare Department, yes. And he was a t  Dixon a t  the 
colony there f o r  s i x  years and then he t rans fe r red  t o  Jacksonv i l l e  
because he wanted t o  work f o r  t he  menta l l y  ill where the  p a t i e n t s  were 
menta l l y  i l l .  He thought he cou ld  do more a f t e r  he graduated as he was 
the  registered,psychiatrist. 

Q: Then he became a p s y c h i a t r i s t  a f t e r  he was an H.D. 

A: Oh, yes. Yes. He graduated i n  1894 from Northwestern Un ive rs i t y ,  
t he  doc tors '  degree, he got  h i s  doc to rs '  degree, yes. 

Q: T h a t ' s  a long t ime ago. (laughs) 

A: Yes. 

Q: Were you there then w i t h  him when he went t o  school a t  Northwestern? 
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A: Oh, yes. We l i v e d  i n  Chicago f i v e  years. 

Q: Oh. I b e t  t h a t  was in te res t i ng .  Did you enjoy t h a t ?  

A: Yes. The l a s t  th ree years he was i n  co l l ege  we l i v e d  i n  Chicago. He 
took h i s  f i r s t  year i n  S t .  Louis i n  Harion Sims, t h a t ' s  Washington 
Un ive rs i t y  now. 

Q: Oh. Then you went t o  Chicago. 

A: I stayed on the farm when he went one year t o  S t .  Louis. A n d  then we 
so ld  out, we so ld  every th ing  and moved t o  Chicago. And we l i v e d  there 
three, we l l ,  about four and a h a l f  years. We stayed there  a year and a 
h a l f  a f t e r  he graduated. He opened an o f f i c e  i n  Chicago b u t  he d i d n ' t  
l i k e  t h m e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  Chicago too we l l .  

Q: (laughs) Too b i g ?  

A: I t  was too la rge  and you know, you get  the  r i f r a f f  when you f i r s t  
s t a r t  t o  p rac t i ce .  So he wanted t o  get  a p lace where he could e s t a b l i s h  
h imsel f .  A n d  we went t o  lowa. 

Q: lowa? Then you l e f t  I l l i n o i s  then f o r  the  f i r s t  time? 

A: We moved t o  lowa i n  1905. He graduated i n  June, IgOS, and we moved 
t o  lowa i n  the  f a l l  of  1905. 

Q: Where d i d  you move t o  i n  lowa? 

A: Where i n  lowa? 

Q: What c i t y ?  

A: E l p o r t  i n  the  Turkey River Val ley.  

Q: (laughs) Turkey River  Val ley, why d i d  they c a l l  i t  t h a t ?  (laughs) 
Have a l o t  o f  turkeys there? 

A: Turkey River  Val ley.  
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Q: That was the  name of i t? 

A: But t h i s  i s  a smeller town, and they wanted a doctor  so bad. And 
they needed one. So we went there  and stayed there e i g h t  years. 

Q: You must have l i k e d  i t  there. 

A: We d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t  bu t  we had a good business. With making money. 
(1 aughs) 

Q: (laughs) We1 1, t h a t ' s  important, too. 

A: Yes. We bought a home there  and we had three years t o  pay fo r  i t  
we pa id  f o r  i t  i n  the  f i r s t  year. 

Q: Wow! 

A: Doctor was so busy. 

and 

Q: I guess he was doing very we l l  ( laughter ) .  Yes. Tha t ' s  wonderful. 
Were your c h i l d r e n  born w h i l e  you were there? 

A: My l i t t l e  g i r l .  My boy was about eleven years o l d  when we moved t o  
Turkey River.  

Q: Oh. I see. 

A: To E lpor t .  Turkey River  Va l ley .  

Q: So you j u s t  had your l i t t l e  g i r l  w h i l e  you were there. You had a 
l i t t l e  g i r l  t o  keep you busy. 

A: We moved there i n  1905 and she was born i n  1906. The year a f t e r  we 
moved there. 

0: Where does she l i v e  now? 
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A: She l i v e s  a t  Greenwich, Connect icut.  

Q: Oh, my. T h a t ' s  a long way. 

A: Eleven hundred mi les .  

Q: I  b e t  you don ' t  see her very o f t en  (laughs). 

A: Oh yes. I  t h i n k  she's  coming f o r  Easter. 

Q: Oh, t h a t ' s  wonderful .  

A: And she was , . . 

Q: She was here a t  Christmas? 

A: She was here j u s t  be fore  Christmas. About two weeks before  
Christmas. And then s h e ' l l  be here. I  t h i n k  s h e ' l l  be here f o r  Easter, 
she may not.  S h e ' l l  came on my b i r t hday .  

Q: When i s  y o u r  b i r t hday?  

A: On the  28th o f  August. 

Q: Oh, we ' re  almost twins, mine 's  the 29th ( laughter ) .  I s n ' t  t h a t  
s m e t h  i ng? 

A: Yes. I f  I l i v e  t i l l  August I ' l l  be 103. 

Q: Oh my, t h a t ' s  wonderful. I hope you do. I  hope you make it. 
(1 aughs) 

A: I d o n ' t  know whether I w i l l  o r  not.  I  can t e l l  when I ' m  f a i l i n g  
some. 

Q: Do you f e e l  t h a t  you ' re  not q u i t e  as s t rong o r  . . . 
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A: Well, I j u s t  c a n ' t  do the th ings  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  do. I ' m  not  
q u i t e  as supple as I was. 

Q: Yes, g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  b i t  harder f o r  you t o  g e t  around. 

A: A l i t t l e  b i t  harder t o  get  around, yes. 

Q: You can walk? 

A: And a l i t t l e  b i t  harder t o  understand. 

Q: Do you walk w i t h  the  walker? 

A: I walk w i t h  the  walker, yes. But they take me t o  the  d i n i n g  room i n  
a cha i r .  And then they b r i n g  me back i n  a cha i r .  But I walk around the  
room w i t h  a walker and walk down t o  the  t o i l e t  w i t h  my walker. I go 
every morning and make my t o i l e t t e  and brush my tee th  and make my 
t o i l e t t e ,  take care o f  myself .  

Q: Well t h a t ' s  wonderful t h a t  you can get  around t h a t  way. You're 
r e a l l y  lucky. 

A: I sleep a l l  n tgh t .  I go t o  bed a t  nine, a t  e i g h t  o ' c lock .  

Q: Oh, you go t o  bed ea r l y .  

A: And then I sleep u n t i l  about one. Then 1 get  up, you know, go t o  the  
t o i l e t t e ,  I go t o  my commode and then I ge t  back i n  bed and go t o  s leep 
again. (laughs) 

Q: That 's  a good idea a t  one o ' c l o c k  i n  the  morning, I would, too. 
( laughter) So then you g e t  up e a r l y  i n  the  morning? 

A: I get  up about h a l f  past  four .  

Q: Oh, t h a t ' s  very ear ly .  I ' m  s t i l l  s leeping. 

A: I go down and i t  takes me about an hour t o  make my t o i l e t t e .  I have 
t o  brush my tee th  and wash my face and wash my body and j u s t  do 
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every th ing  t h a t  needs t o  be done. (laughs) 

Q: Well, t h a t ' s  wonderful t h a t  you can walk down there by yourse l f .  

A: With the walker, yes, I  go, yes. 

Q: Tha t ' s  wonderful. And then you have breakfas t?  

A: Then I ,  yes, I  have breakfas t  a  l i t t l e  a f t e r  seven. They come f o r  me 
and cake me down. But they serve me a cup o f  hot  co f fee  a t  about f i v e  
o ' c lock .  

Q: That 's  wonderful. Do you want tha t?  b i d  you order t h a t  s p e c i a l l y ?  

A: Yes, no, they l e t  me have i t  t o  he lp  my c i r c u l a t i o n .  Make my blood 
c i r c u l a t e  b e t t e r .  

Q: I see. That 's  a good idea. 

A: Yes. And then I  Have a n i c e  hot cup o f  cof fee,  very hot,  pu t  a  
l i t t l e  sugar i n  it. And 1 have, and oh, that's so good so ea r l y .  

Q: (laughs) Well, t h a t ' s  n i ce  t h a t  they do t h a t  f o r  you. 

A:  Yes they do. But the  nurse sa id  I was having k i n d  o f  l i t t l e  s p e l l s  
of-l c o u l d n ' t  see good and I  would ge t  awful hot.  And she sa id  i t ' s  
lack of  c i r c u l a t i o n .  And serve me a good hot  cup o f  co f fee  e a r l y  i n  the  
morning, before I have my breakfast .  

Q: And t h a t  helps you then? 

A: Oh, yes. I  haven ' t  had any o f  those s p e l l s  s ince I  have been having 
t h a t  cof fee.  

Q: Well, t h a t ' s  f ine ,  What do you usua l l y  l i k e  t o  have fo r  breakfas t?  

A: Oh, i f they have an egg I have an egg and then l e t  me see now. I  
have a d i s h  of  g r a p e f r u i t  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  s a l t  and sugar on it. 
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Q: Well, t h a t ' s  good. 

A: And some toas t .  And a cup o f  tea. And a glass o f  m i l k .  

Q: Oh, t h a t ' s  a good breakfast.  

A: And then when they have cream o f  wheat I have the cream o f  wheat 
instead of t h e  egg. 

Q: Now, w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  very good, too. 

A: And on Sunday mornings we have bacon and eggs and toas t  and 
g r a p e f r u i t .  

Q: Well, t h a t ' s  good. 

A: And we have very n i c e  food here. 

Q: That sounds del  

A: We c a n ' t  compla 

ic ious .  

In .  

Q: Well t h a t ' s  good. And you have e good appe t i t e  then, you l i k e  t o  
eat .  

A: Oh, yes. I ' m  always hungry. ( laughter) 

Q: Sounds 1 i ke me. ( laughter) I ' m  always hungry. 

A: And they put  toas t ,  b u t t e r ,  and a l i t t l e  j e l l y  on my toas t .  And 
t he re ' s  a lady s i t s  beside me and helps me . . . 

Q: Oh. 

A: Her name i s  Hicks, Hrs.  Hicks. And she's a very l ove ly  l a d y .  

Q: She l i v e s  here, too? 
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A: Yes. She's a res ident  here. We're not  pa t i en ts ,  we ' re  res idents.  

Q: Right .  Th is  
i t ' s  no t  a nurs 

i s  res idents,  I know because i t ' s  j u s t  a res ident  home, 
i ng home. 

A: No, i t  i s n ' t  

Q: I know that .  I t h i n k  i t  sounds l i k e  you r e a l l y  enjoy i t  here. 

A: Oh, yes. Yes. Everybody's so n i ce  and good. Ladies eat  a t  the  
table,  oh, j u s t  very nice. 

Q: Do you s i t  a t  the  same t a b l e  every meal, then? 

A: Yes. We change about every two weeks. We eat  a t  one t a b l e  f o r  about 
two weeks, then they change us t o  the  other  table.  And everybody 
changes bu t  Miss Hicks s i t s  by me and helps me. She puts everyth ing on 
my p l a t e  for  me because I d o n ' t  see we l l  enough. (pause) 

Q: What do you usua l l y  have f o r  lunch then? Do you have a lunch or do 
you have a b i g  d inner? 

A: We have three meals a day. 

Q: Three of them. 

A: We have breakfast ,  d inner and supper. 

Q: Dinner a t  noon then. You have a b i g  d inner a t  noon? 

A: We have a n i ce  dinner. And t he  food i s  very good. 

Q: Well, t h a t ' s  good. That 's  good. 

A: And f o r  supper, oh, we j u s t  have a n i c e  supper. Not a heavy supper 
but a good supper. 
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Q: Well, you wou ldn ' t  want a heavy . . . 

A: No. 

Q: La te  a t  n i g h t  l i k e  tha t .  

A:  Not f o r  e l d e r l y  peop le ,  no. 

Q: There are a  l o t  o f  e  
Are you f r i e n d s  w i t h  a 

l d e r l y  l ad ies  t h a t  you ' re  f r i e n d  
l o t  of t he  l ad ies  here? 

l y  w i t h  here? 

A: Am I f r i e n d s  w i t h  them? 

Q: No, do you have a l o t  o f  f r i e n d s  here? 

A:  Oh, no. Oh, yes, I have my f r i ends ,  everybody. I l i k e  a l l  the  
lad ies ,  yes. But same o f  them I d o n ' t  know because t h e y ' r e  coming and 
going. And some o f  them I don ' t ,  I haven ' t  met. You see, t h e r e ' s  over 
s i x t y - f i v e  people here. 

Q :  I was j u s t  going t o  ask how many there  were. S i x t y - f i ve?  Tha t ' s  a  
l o t .  

A: Yes, i t  i s .  

Q: Do you a l l  ea t  together i n  t he  same room when you eat  your mea 
everybody eats together? 

A: We sat a t  the  same tab le .  Jus t  l i k e ,  i t ' s  l i k e  a fami ly .  (iaughs) 

Q: (laughs) Tha t ' s  good. 

A: Jus t  a b i g  fami ly .  

Q: Well, i t  sounds l i k e  you're happy here. 

A: Oh, yes, i t ' s  the  company and you contact  them and i t  helps, 
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Q: Yes. 

A: I t  helps you t o  get  w i t h  people. 

Q: Yes, and i t  helps s t imu la te  you a l i t t l e  b i t ,  you mean. 

A: Yes. 

Q: That 's  good. How long have you been here? 

A: I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  the seventh year. I was here once before.  

Q: Oh, yes. 

A: And I went home, I was here about f i f t e e n  months. And I go t  able t o  
go home and I went home. And then my son's w i f e  d ied  and so he came and 
stayed w i t h  me. And t h a t ' s  the  reason I went home i s  because he was 
alone. I went home t o  k i n d  of he lp  him. 

Q: Sure. 

A: And I f e l l  and h u r t  myself .  

Q: Oh, t h a t ' s  too bad. 

A: And then I had t o  go t o  S t .  John's, I f rac tu red  my hip.  And then I 
c o u l d n ' t  ge t  back i n  here. I had t o  wa i t .  My name was on the  l i s t ,  bu t  
I had t o  w a i t .  So I went-from S t .  John's, I went t o  the Americana. I 
was there, 1 th ink ,  about th ree years. And then I l e f t  the  Americana 
and went t o  the  Dirksen House. 

Q: Oh, yes, I know where t h a t  i s .  

A: And I met Lo la  a t  t h e  Americana. 

Q: She's very nice. 

A: And you know she's love ly .  And then I went t o  the  Dirksen House and 
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I wasnl t there very  long, u n t i  l she come there.  (laughs) 

Q: She 1 i ked you so we1 1 she had t o  f i nd . . . ( 1  aughs) 

A: Well, the Dirkssn, the Americana closed up. 

Q: Oh, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: And so then she came t o  the Dirksen House as A c t i v i t y  D i r e c t o r .  And 
you know Lola, d o n ' t  you? 

Q: Yes, I know Lo 

A: She's a nice, 

Q: Very n ice.  

l a .  

l o v e l y  person. 

A: And I was there  I guess about e ighteen months. 

Q: Oh, my t h a t  was a long . . . 

A: And then 
l ad ies  came, 
i f  I wanted 
room I took. 

I was t r y i n g  t o  get back 
Miss  Weed came and t o l d  
it. Here. I said, "We1 

Q: Very n ice .  

A: And I ' v e  been here ever since. I 

here a l l  the t ime so one of  the  
me t h a t  I cou ld  have the room now 

1, I ' l l  take it." So t h i s  i s  t he  

t h i n k  t h a t ' s  seven or  e i g h t  years 

i l e  I was i n  the  

ago. 

Q: Very n ice.  

A: Yes. I ' v e  been here ever since. 
Americana. 

Q: You so ld  the home a t  Raymond? 

I s o l d  my home wh 

. -- .. . . . . .- - - 
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A: Yes. And I  got  a good p r i c e  f o r  i t  and I  was p u t t i n g  my money i n  
t r u s t  and coming here. 

Q: Well, you ' re  we l l  taken care  o f  here. I t ' s  b e t t e r  t h a t  you d o n ' t  
have t o  worry about going home and tak ing  care of your home, too. 

A: I  was too  o l d  t o  take care o f  a home. 

Q: Well, you had t r o u b l e  walking, though. 

A: So I was g lad  t o  ge t  i t. I  go t  more f o r  i t  than I  thought I would. 

Q: Well, t h a t ' s  good. 

A: Because the  people wanted i t .  Yes. It's a good p lan  t o  s e l l  your 
s t u f f  when people want it. (laughs) 

Q: Yes, t h a t l s  r i gh t .  Was i t  a small home i n  Raymond? 

A: Oh, no. Oh, no. 

Q: Big? 

A: I t  was an eight-room house. 

Q: Oh, you had a b i g  house. 

A: And a b e a u t i f u l  home. 

Q: Oh, sounds love ly .  Sounds l ove l y .  T e l l  me, was i t  two s t o r y ?  

A: Yes, we had three b i g  rooms ups ta i r s ,  bedrooms, and a n i c e  b i g  
bathroom and then I had a h a l f  a ba th  downsta i rs  and a s i t t i n g  room and 
a pa r lo r ,  d i n i n g  room and a k i tchen,  and an enclosed porch. O f f  o f  the 
k i tchen.  A n d  i t ' s  a l l  i n  good repa i r .  

Q: Was i t  new when you bought i t ?  



Fannie F i t z J e r r e l l  17 

A: Oh, no. We know when t h a t  house was b u i l t .  I t  was an old house but  
i t  was we l l  b u i l t .  A n d  we spent a l o t  o f  money an it, g e t t i n g  i t  i n  
good repa i r .  

Q: You f e e l  l i k e  you ' re  we l l  taken care o f  here? 

A: Oh, yes. Oh, yes. Couldn ' t  be b e t t e r .  

Q: They d o n ' t  charge you very much for these rooms, do they? 

A: Oh, yes, they charge you. 

Q: Oh, they charge you. 

A: Well, what do I pay? 

Q: Well, you d o n ' t  have t o  t e l l  me i f  you don ' t  want to. 

A: Well, I pay between two and th ree hundred d o l l a r s .  Between two and 
th ree hundred . . . 

Q: That 's  s t i l l  not- that 's  p r e t t y  reasonable, though. 

A: Yes, t h i s  i s  the  best  place and the  cheapest. 

Q: I t h ink  so. Very good. 

A: Oh, yes. I l i k e  t h a t  v 

Q: Yes. 

A: And every th ing  nice. 

You have a n i c e  view o f  the  s t r e e t  here. 

iew, yes, you see the evergreen t rees.  

Q: You can see Lawrence Avenue. 

A: Yes, I can see, and I can see. I can see . . . 



Fannie F i t z J e r r e l l  

Q: Chatham Road. 

A: I can see the  cars coming and going. I see people d r i v e  up and see 
t h a t  evergreen t ree,  i s n ' t  t h a t  b e a u t i f u l ?  And t h e r e ' s  another one ou t  
there. I can see i t  from my room, from my cha i r  here. 

Q: Can you see my red  car? 

A: No. Well, I don ' t  have . . . 

Q: My red  c a r ' s  out  there. Yes, yo 
I t ' s  l ove l y .  

A: Very n i c e  view. I l i k e  my room. 

IU r e a l l y  do have a n i c e  view here. 

I d o n ' t  have a t o i l e t  b u t  I d o n ' t  
want a t o i l e t .  Maybe I c o u l d n ' t  use i t  i f  I had i t .  

Q: Well, i t ' s  convenient. You have a commode. 

A: Commode. 

Q: Well, t h a t ' s  n ice.  Tha t ' s  j u s t  as w e l l .  

Q: You have another t h i n g  you can see from here. I can see the park 
from here. I can see Washington Park from here. 

A:  Oh, I c a n ' t  see tha t .  

Q: Do you hear the  c a r i l l o n  b e l l s  i n  summer? 

A: Oh, yes, i f  the  w ind 's  j u s t  r i g h t  I can hear them. Yes. I can s i t  
here, I s i t  here sometimes and hear it. But no t  always. I f  the  wind 
blows the  sound t h i s  way then I can hear them. 

Q: They ' re love 
(pause) l o  Paul 

l y  t o  l i s t e n  to .  I l i k e  t o  go t o  the  park and l i s t e n .  
i ne  your daughter? 
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A: Paul ine i s  my daughter. 

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: Mrs. Thompson her name i s .  She has two boys and, Hundley l i v e s  i n  
Char lot te,  North Carol ina. He has a fami ly ,  h i s  w i f e  and he, and he has 
th ree l i t t l e  ch i ld ren,  a boy th i r t een ,  a g i r l  o f  ten, and a l i t t l e  boy, 
s i x .  And t h e y ' r e  a l l  j u s t  as n i c e  as they can be. And he ' s  a r a d i o  and 
t e l e v i s i o n  announcer. 

f t f  I n  Char lot te,  North Carol ina. And t h a t ' s  B i l l y  Graham's home. 

Q: Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  i t  is .  Does he know him? 

A: Oh, yes. He sees him every day. D r i v i n g  through the s t ree ts ,  B i l l y  
Graham's a very r i c h  man. He has a b e a u t i f u l  home up i n  the  mountains. 
And he was born and ra i sed  i n  Char lot te.  

Q: Yes. I knew he was from North Carol ina. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Does he t a l k  on the rad io  and T.V. there? B i l l y  Graham? 

A: My son, my grandson? 

Q: Your grandson i s  an announcer. 

A: Oh, he 's  a r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  announcer. And he lec tu res  over 
there  on the  radio.  

Q: Yes. Have you ever heard him on the radio? 

A: No, I haven' t  ever heard him. I j u s t  have a radio,  I don' t  have a 
t e l e v i s i o n .  Hundley, he makes a very good sa lary  and they are  C h r i s t i a n  
peop 1 e . 

Q: They have two ch i l d ren ,  you s a i d  two? 



Fannie F i t z J e r r e l l  2 0 

A: They have three ch i l d ren ,  a l i t t l e  boy, s i x ,  and a g i r l  ten  and a boy 
t h i r t e e n .  And t h e y ' r e  l ove ly  ch i l d ren ,  

Q: Those are  your great-grandchildren. 

A: Hy great-grandchildren, And my grandsons are two. The other  
grandson i s  i n  New York C i t y  and he's a t h e a t r i c a l  producer. He l i k e s  
i t  i n  New York C i t y .  

Q: Do you mean he produces? 

A: He l i v e s  i n  New York. And he takes p a r t  i n  the  programs of the 
theater .  They had j u s t  put  on a p lay  i n  Indianapol is .  And they were 
there  several weeks. 

Q: That 's  no t  t oo  f a r  from here. 

A: And he came over t o  see me and spent Christmas w i t h  me. 

Q: Oh, t h a t ' s  n ice.  

A: He came on the  day before  Christmas and he stayed u n t i l  a f t e r  
Christmas. And the  stage manager l i v e s  here i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  and he rode 
w i t h  him from Ind ianapo l is  here, and spent the day, spent t h a t  t ime w i t h  
me. 

Q: How long had i t  been s ince you'd seen him? Before t h a t ?  Q u i t e  a 
whi le? 

A: Oh, on my hundredth b i r thday.  About two years. 

Q: Oh, I see. Everybody came t o  see you then? 

A: Oh, yet.  Yes. And he brought the k idd ies .  

Q: Everybody . 
! A: I saw the ch i  ldren. I hadn' t  seen them before. 
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Q: I s n ' t  t h a t  wonderful. Everybody was here then. 

A: Yes. My two grand--my son-l know my son wasn't hers, he wasn't  
able. But Paul ine and her two boys and the  w i fe ,  Hundley's w i fe ,  the 
other  boy 's  not  married. And Hundley's w i f e  and Hundley's ch i ld ren.  
And they a l l  came f o r  my b i r thday .  

Q: Wow, t h a t ' s  wonderful. 

A: But Hundley c o u l d n ' t  s tay f o r  my b i r thday  so he came on Saturday. 
And he was here Sunday. And my b i r thday  was on Monday. Because he had 
t o  be back t o  broadcast. They went back Sunday af ternoon and when he 
got  home, he telephoned t h a t  they a r r i v e d  home safe ly .  That was so n i ce  
o f  him. 

Q: Yes. Then you d i d n ' t  have t o  worry about him. (laughs) 

A: Yes. 

Q: That was nice. 

A: And he had t o  pay ha 

Q: Ooh, t h a t  was expens 

A: Yes. 

I f - f a r e  f o r  a l l  the k i d d i e t .  

ive. 

Q: I be t  t h a t  cos t  a l o t  o f  money. 

A: Yes. Yes. But then i t  on ly  comes once i n  a hundred years. 

Q: (laughs) That 's  r i g h t .  Not everybody's t h a t  lucky. That they get  
t o  ce lebra te  a hundred years. There a r e n ' t  t h a t  many. Do you get  a 
birthday card from the  President,  too, l i k e  they say? 

A: Oh, yes. Yes. I got one from the President,  from the Governor, 
sure. 

Q: You're a c e l e b r i t y .  (laughs) 



A: Yes. 

Q: That 's  wonderful. 

A: And from the mayor. 

Q: From the mayor, too? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Well, you must have had a b i g  par ty .  

A: Oh, we had a b i g  par ty .  About a hundred and f i f t y  people. Yes. 

Q: Here? Did you have i t  here? 

A: Yes. In the  b i g  p a r l o r .  I t  was q u i t e  an ordeal .  ( laughter)  

Q: Well, t h a t ' s  n ice,  though. L i k e  you say, i t  on ly  comes once a 
hundred years. ( 1  aughter) 

A: They say the f i r s t  hundred i s  

Q: I d o n ' t  know. I don ' t  t h ink  
won ' t  even make i t  a hundred the  

A: Yes. 

Q: Yes, i t  can be hard once i n  a 

the  hardest. (1 aughter) 

wh i 

A: Th is  i s  a very n i c e  p lace t o  l i v e  

I could make i t  two hundred years. 
r a t e  I ' m  going. 

Q: Yes, i t ' s  very n i c e  here. Does someone take  you ou t  for a r i d e  or  . . . 
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A: No, I c a n ' t  stand i t  t o  go. I ' m  too weak t o  go, be gone long. See, 
I 'm not as st rong as I used t o  be. 

Q: Yes. Well, i t ' s  j u s t  as w e l l .  The weather's t e r r i b l e .  (laughs) 

A: We haven ' t  had a very p leasant  w in ter .  

Q: Not much sunshine. 

A :  Not much sunshine. I t ' l l  be sunshine one day and the  next  i t ' s  
cloudy. 

Q: Yes. Just  l i k e  today. 

A: Today i s  cloudy, i s n ' t  i t? 

Q: Rainy. 

A: I t ' s  ra in ing?  

Q: I t ' s  not  ra in ing ,  bu t  i t ' s  very  w e t ,  almost l i k e  r a i n .  

A :  Damp . . . atmosphere. 

Q: So you wouldn ' t  want t o  go ou ts ide  anyway. 

A: A  heavy atmosphere, yes. 

Q: They sa id  i t was supposed t o  snow. 

A: Yes. Rain ish snow. 

Q: But i t ' s  too warm f o r  snow. I t ' s  too warm. So 1 guess w e ' l l  have 
ra in .  

A: Yes. We've had p len ty  of  r a i n .  Not too much, I guess. 
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Q: Well, the ground i s  very soggy. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Very wet. I d o n ' t  know how 
p r e t t y  wet. 

A: I guess i t ' s  frozen, i s n ' t  

Q: No, i t ' s  not  c o l d  enough t o  

A: Yes. 

the farm lands are  but  I bet you t h e y ' r e  

i t? 

freeze. 

Q: So, i t ' s  j u s t  soggy and wet. 

A: Where's your home? 

Q: I ' m  from S t .  Louis, Missour i .  

A: You're from S t .  Louis? 

Q: Yes. 

A: I had some r e l a t i v e s  i n  S t .  Louis. 

Q: I t ' s  a n i c e  c i t y .  

A:  They a l l  passed away now. My f a t h e r ' s  b ro thers .  

Q: I see. 

A: Three of them are i n  every o ther  s ta te  business. The other two's  i n  
concrete business. They l a i d  sidewalks f o r  the c i t y .  

Q: Did you get t o  see them very  much? Did you get  t o  S t .  Louis very  
much? 
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A: Wel l ,  we d i d  most of our shopping i n  S t .  Louis. We j u s t  1 
miles from there, you know. The Wabash Rai lroad. Went r i g h t  
c i t y .  

Q: I  see. Well, you were lucky then. You could . . . 

A: We could go down i n  the  morning, come back i n  the  evening. 
t o  buy moot  every th ing  a t  Famous-Barr. 

ived s i x t y  
i n t o  the 

We used 

Q: Me, too. (laughs) My mother used t o  take me down there and shop. I  
l i k e  Famous-Barr. 

A: I  had a sister- in- law t h a t  l i v e d  i n  the French pa r t ,  the French town 
of  S t .  Louis. There was a d i s t r i c t  there  they 'd  c a l l  i t. 

Q: Yes, a French d i s t r i c t .  

A: Tha t ' s  where she l i ved .  

Q: The f u r  t raders  l i v e d  there  years ago i n  the  French Quarter  i n  S t .  
Louis. I t ' s  r i g h t  on the r i v e r  there. And they l i v e d  r i g h t  on the  
r i v e r  where i t  was close. 

A: And the re ' s  another p lace they c a l l e d  the  Potatoe Patch. You ever 
hear o f  i t? 

Q: No. 

A: They cal l  i t - the I r i s h  

Q: Oh, I d o n ' t  know t h a t  p 
tha t .  

people 1 ived there. (laughs) 

lace. A p a r t  of S t .  Louis? Oh, I d i d n ' t  know 

A: Yes. I t ' s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  p lace they ca l l  Potatoe Patch. Hy husband's 
s i s t e r  , her huband took up med i c i ne and he went t o  co l  1 ege a f t e r  they 
were marr ied and they l i v e d  i n  Potatoe Patch. 

Q: You're I r i s h ,  aren't you? Are you I r i s h ?  
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A: No. 

Q: No? 

A: Scot. 

Q: scot. 

A: Yes. My people a re  English. 

Q: English. 

A: Came from England. 

Q: I see. 

A:  But my husband's people were Scot. F i t z J e r r e l l .  I t ' s  Scat name, 
yes. They're from Glasgow, Scotland. And some of  them are located i n  
Maryland, no. Where i s  tha t  the Or io les come from? 

Q: Baltimore. 

A: Baltimore. That 's  where they located. A n d  they were monument 
carvers. 

Q: I know what t ha t  i s .  

A: And they had an establishment there, And we went there t o  see i f  
they were the  same people. And they were. They a l l  passed away but  one 
o f  them. And she was a teacher i n  Baltimore and she was a vacation and 
we d i d n ' t  get t o  see her. 

End of Tape One. 

A: See my picture  up there. That 's  the fou r th  generation. Me and my 
daughter, and her two sons, and one of  the son's wives and two 
great-grand, three great-grand chi ldren.  
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Q: Three great-grand ch i l d ren .  

A: L i t t l e  boys and a l i t t l e  g i r l  and another l i t t l e  boy. 

Q: Yes, I see t h e i r  p ic tures .  Very n ice.  They' re p r e t t y ,  p r e t t y  
ch i  ldren. 

A: Oh, oh yes. 

Q: Beau t i f u l  and very  n ice.  Do they l i v e  f a r  away from you though? 

A: They l i v e  i n  Char lot te,  North Carol ina and my daughter l i v e s  i n  
Greenwich, Connecticut. 

Q: And t h a t ' s  a long ways. 

A: About a thousand mi les.  I t ' s  too f a r  away. 

Q: Too f a r  f o r  you t o  see them very of ten.  

A: My daughter maybe w i l l  come Easter. 

Q: But t h a t ' s  why I bet  you get  l one ly  for  them. 

A: Yes, I ge t  awful lonely.  I do ge t  so lonely.  

Q: Well, t h a t ' s  why I ' m  always going t o  come, I ' l l  come v i s i t  you so 
t h a t  1 can t a l k  t o  you, you won' t  ge t  lonely.  (laughs) You don ' t  mind, 
do you? 

A: Oh, no, 

Q: The l a s t  t ime I was here you were going t o  t e l l  me about your fa the r .  
You remember you were s t a r t e d  t o  t e l l  me a s to ry  about your fa ther  and 
h i s  farm and how he l i k e d  the farm and what he had on the farm. You 
s t a r t e d  t o  t e l l  me about t h a t  and then we ran ou t  of  time. 

A: Well, my father-they were marr ied a t  Christmastime and they went on 
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my grandfa ther 's  land a t  Waggoner, I l l i n o i s .  And there was 550 acres 
and he and h i s  brother  farmed i t . And they were known as the  Ter ry  
Brothers. 

Q: How d i d  they get  t h i s  farm? 

A: Grandpa . . . the land from the government f o r  a d o l l a r  and quarter  
an acre and he put  h i s  sons on i t  and he stocked i t  and he bought farm 
implements, and he bought a l l  the  household suppl ies, the cookstoves and 
the heat ing stoves and bedstand. Of  course the  women, my mother and her 
cousin, made my fa the r  scrub it. And we c a l l e d  her Aunt L i z .  She's 
mother 's own cousin. 

Q: What d i d  they have on the  farm, what k i n d  o f  farm was i t ?  

A: I t  was a g r a i n  farm, a g r a i n  farm. And Grandpa bought the  horses and 
farm implement and kept  them up t o  business, t o  farming. And he and my 
bro ther  were known as the Ter ry  Brothers. They farmed together the 550 
acres. 

Q: That 's  a b i g  farm. 

A: Yes. And they got  i t  f o r  a d o l l a r  and a quarter  an acre and now the 
land's s e l l i n g  f o r  I d o n ' t  know how much. Up i n  t h e  hundreds. 

Q: I would imagine t h a t  i t ' s  very  valuable. 

A: Yes, i t  i s .  But they d o n ' t  own the land anymore. The Waggoners own 
it. My grandfather d id .  And then my grandfather-y fa the r  and h i s  
brother  had t o  move. The executor so ld  t h a t  land because they could get  
more f o r  i t  because i t  was b e t t e r  improved. Ay fa the r  and h i s  bro ther  
l i v e d  on i t  f o r  f i f t e e n  years. And they made a l o t  o f  
improvements-fences and outbu i ld ings ,  graner ies and a barn, a new barn 
and chicken house and garden and garden fences-and fencer, rock fences 
and they used t h e i r  own money t o  improve t h i s  land. And then when my 
grandfather d ied  they had t o  move. And we moved t o  a farm east  o f  
Raymond. One which my grandfather owned, 240 acres. 

Q: You moved t o  another farm? Another farm near Raymond then? 

A: Yes--no i t  was Grandpa's. 






















































































































































































































































































