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Preface 

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by 
Glenn hiss for the Oral History Office on December 2, 1985. Joyce 
Fisher transcribed the tape and &ster Rhodes edited the transcript. 
Andrew F'itzgerald rev ied  the transcript. 

Andrew F'itzgerald m s  born in  February of 1908, i n  W e t w t e r ,  Illinois. 
He is a lifelong resident: of central I l l h i s ,  and is a retired Pos-ster 
of Greenview, I l l inois.  He currently lives i n  Greenview, I l l inois  w i t h  
his wife, Mary. Mr. Fitzgerald is a umber of the Springfield Area 
h p t e r  of lLaerican Ex Prisoners of W. 

Mr. Fitzgerald served in the U.S. Army in b r l d  Wr  11, landing in Ilfrica 
i n  October of 1943. After three mths i n  Africa, he jobed the 45th 
Infantry Division and participated in the beach-head landing at Anzio, 
Italy. Jde ms captured by the Gemms thee reeks la te r ,  a d  m s  held 
prisoner unti l  he and a f e w  other P.O.W. 's were able to  escape and rejoin 
the Army* 

In this interview, he t e l l s  of his life as a prisoner of wr, and of his 
wwk detai l  on a Gemm farm. He also t e l l s  of his subsequent escape and 
of how he and a few others =re able to evade being recaptured unti l  they 
joined up with the 3rd h r e d  Division of the U.S. Army. 

Glenn miss was born in Hmmuth, I l l inois  and has been a native of 
Springfield since 1940. He w an infantryman in the U .S . Army i n  World 
War 11, and has thxee campaign stars to  his credit  far battles i n  Normandy, 
Northern France, a d  the Rhineland. He was also awarded the Bronze Star 
and the Ma1 for Liberation of Metz, kame. 

He, too, was a prisoner of wr, and w s e l e c t d  by his fellow prisoners 
to  be a barracks chief in  Stalag IIA. He is a past Comnander of the 
Springfield Area Chapter of American lh Prisoners of War. He is also 
their historian . 
Readers of the oral history m i r  should bear in  m i d  that it is a 
transcript of the spoken wxd, and that the interviewr,  narrator and 
editor sought to  preserve the informal, conversational style that is  
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamn State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to  judge. 

1. J 

The manuscript m y  be read, quoted and cited freely. It m y  not be 
reproduced in whole or in part  by any m s ,  electronic or mechanical, 
without pemksion in writing fran the Oral History Office, Sanganon 
State University, Spring£ield, I l l inois ,  62708. 



Andrew Fitzgerald, Decanber 2,  1985, Greenview, Illinois. 

G l e n n  Kniss , Interviemr . 

Q: Andy, l e t ' s  start with you tel l ing us sanething about your getting 
into bbrld War 11, and the h i g h l w t s  of som of your wr experiences 
before the point of your capture. 

A: k11, I was inducted into the U.S. Army a t  Camp Grant, I l l inois  in 
May of 1943. Frm there, I took all my tests ,  lik your aptitude tests 
and so forth, and I was advised there that I wuld probably be in postal 
service, Anay postal service, carmxnications, or mto r  pool. Wzt th@y 
needed infantry soldiers at that t ime,  so they sent me to  Camp kblters, 
Texas for infantry training. I m s  supposed to  take thirteen weks, but 
it t;wned out that they d u n '  t need infantry soldiers as bad as they 
thought they did, so I stayed 26 weeks. I took 26 weks of infantry 
train-. k m  there, I was sent hare. I was sent t o  the east coast, 
and I had three days leave as  I c m  throu& I l l inois,  a d  then was sent 
t o  Carp Mead, Maryland on the eastern coast. There, E E r e  outfitted 
with clothing a d  so forth fox active duty. In October--I can't remmber 
the exact date, but it ws b October-we Ere embarked E r a  Camp Patrick 
Henry. N m e  of the port ms Newport News. Boarded the liberty ship, the 
Joseph Hooker; it was a convoy. There ms 70 ships in the c m o y ,  and w 
were pl-ard the ships a t  night. The next day w started out for = 
hew not vhere. But R mre to cross the ocean, E h e w  that, and w 
were on the Atlantic coast. In 21 days, e larded a t  Oran, North Africa 
in  a replacanent depot. lhis replacerrrent depot had 18,000 Inen. We 
stayed there--I wrked in supply there, issuing r rm cambat clothing and 
so forth. k stayed there unti l  Christmas 1943. I remernber quite ve11, 
on Chxistms day i n  North Africa it s n d ,  a d  E had outdoor bathrooms. 
Just a canvas strung up, and I took a shower bath out in  the snow. Rut 
it was a pleasure to  get a bath a t  that t h ,  when you =re in  such 
c r d e d  conditions. 

Q: Andy, were yau a r e p l a c m t  then, to a division, by t h i s  time? 

A: No. Just a replacaent depot. Repel Depot they called it. 

Q: In general services then. 

A : Yes.  There =re about 2,000 men there I guess, a d  it was all served 
by one kitchen. It was a pretty rough l i f e ,  even a t  that. bk E r e  
living in tents along the north edge of the Mediterranean Sea. Ten 
minutes after  the sun was shining, mybe it m l d  be raining. A d  then 
R viere told that e e r e  oing to be w e d .  Incidentally, w vent li across the ocean in this 2 days on a liberty ship, and the name of that 
was the Joseph Hooler . I understand f m n  h t  I 've fd out since then, 
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that  was the second liberty ship to  be lmnched, *ich there =re thousands 
of them launched I believe. 

Q: Yes. 

A: Fbt anyway, w got t o  Oran, North Africa in pretty g o d  shape. We 
lost  tm ships on the way. k mt b o u &  a hurricane on the way across. 

Q: 'Ihey w e  destroyed by the hurrkane? 

A: That's ri&t . SJe had to  have a destroyer escort, and the destroyer 
couldn't cross the ocean without rehel ing.  SO FR had to  have tankers 
w i t h  us. ad w had to  travel at the smed that the tankers could make 
because 'w h d  to have the o i l  with us' for the destroyer escort. When it 
carne this hurricane, i f  a ship was disabled, you couldn't stop for the 
ship. You just had to go on, so = don't how what became of those 
ships. bk los t  tm or three. 

Q: Were there men replacerxlents on those tcm boats? 

A: & this Joseph Hooker, there =re 500 paratroopers and infantry 
soldiers. The paratroopers and Wantry soldiers, that ' s h t  they =re 
on, about 500 of us. bk =re all in one small hold. 

Q: So you mnt on to  Northern Africa, Oran you say? 

A: Yes. 

Q: lkzd then served in the supply section. 

A: For about a mnth, yes. 

Q: Azld then h t  happened? 

A: lhen R =re sent across the Msditerranean Sea on an English boat, 
landed at Naples, Italy. That's close to  the then active volcano, M t .  
V e w i u s  . 
Q: In Italy, this m l d  be in Italy. 

A: In I taly,  yes. That was on New Year's Day, 1944, when c \ ~  landed in 
I taly and FR walked across sunken ships in  the harbor to  get to  shore. 
They had bridges bu i l t  across sunlcen ships a d  that ' s  the way e got to  
shore. And a t  that the, &mt Veswius ms in eruption. So I have seen 
that once, and I understand i t 's  about to  do that again. 

Q: Were you a replxemnt  at that tim then, to an infantry division? 

A: No. N =re sent to  a place that they called the fa i rg rds .  They 
had a big anphitheater there, and a racetrack that the nobility had built 
for their plrposes there i n  Italy. Me stayed there about a wek, ard it 
rained everyday and w had a miserable time. Frm there, w were transferred 
to  a place that = an extinct volcano, *re ve mt through som further 
training as inEantry soldiers. k stayed &re a li t t le vhile. This 
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extinct volcano crater was approrcimately seven miles in circumference, 
the perimter of the volcano, and R stayed dow in the bottm. In the 
morning you couldn't see anything for fog, and it m s  about noon before 
you could see d i s t a x e .  bk got out of there, and w didn't know &at our 
destination m s ,  bclt w marched up to  the top to  the perimter of the 
volcano ard VE =re loaded into trucks and taken to the seashore. [There] 
r e  E r e  loaded on LCI's--Lading Craft Infantry--along h the evening. 
The next mming, when e -re preparing to  lard there m s  quite a l i t t le 
wind , atbd on this Landing Craft Infantry--= were out in  Anzio Harbor--= 
broke one anchor cable fian the w i d ,  threw out the extra anchor cable 
and L t  broke too. So FR had to go to shore, but VE didn't even have to 
get our feet wt to get on lard. A t  that tb, there was quite a bit of 
action in the harbor, barrage balloon floating overhead and a l l  such 
stuff as that. Qccassionally airplane bcmbing crews fran Italy,  f rom the 
German army in Italy. 

Q: This m s  the Anzio beach-head. 

A: This was the Anzio beach-head. 

Q: And then where did you go after  you got on the ground, the 'beach? 

A: Well, there i as  hardly anyplace to go, in fact.  

Q: &1, you were in the main attack? 

A: No, I w s n ' t  i n  the main attack. I was there at the beach-head plus 
t w  days. It was tm days after  the attack. It's a coastal plain, th is  
Anzio is, and I wid say i t 's  probably about six miles £ran there to the 
A p p i n i n e  Mountains, along the seashore. That vas real f lat  country, w i t h  
drainage ditches and so forth to  take care of the agricultural drainage. 

Q: Is that: where you jollned the division then? 

A: That's where I jo in4  the division. The 45th Division, 179th Infantry 
Regiment. 

Q: I understand there =re a lo t  of casualties in  the 45th Division 
landing. 

A: k11, right at that time, I was attached to the 179th Infantry, 45th 
Division. l b n  I landed, they landed first, but I was a r e p l a c m t .  

Q: Yes. I understand. 

A: As far as the casualties =re concerned, I really dm' t how b w  many 
there =re, but I know there vas an awEu1 l o t  of a r t i l l a ry  action there. 

Q: b w  m y  men left in the original squad that you joined, do you 
recall? 

A : I wmtldn' t h o w  how many m n  =re l e f t  in the original squad, but I 
do how I on the lines 21 days. I know one mrning R Ere c d t t e d  
to  an attack m trhat they called the Tobacco H i l l ,  &re they had the 
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factory, where they M a place here they processed tobacco in  I taly.  
bk were 210 men to  make this attack. Tw companies of tanks =re supposed 
to  take this hill, and the infantry ms supposed to  follow t h  in and 
hold it. The tanks never did show up, but the infantry was already 
canmitted, so VE vent in to  t ry  to  take it. In the morning, w? =re 210 
mn;  that evening and the next mrning when w =re counted, there was SO 
men l e f t  out of our company of 210. I was one of than. 

Q: Yes. 

A: I don't laow *ether they =re casualties, prisoners, or m d e d  you 
know, Ixlt anyway that was  a l l  the mn that could be counted the next 
mrning. 

Q: You were a rifleman by this time then? 

A: I was supposed to  be a wrtar squad mssenger , but &en you're in 
that close of canbat, you can be anything. 

Q: You E r e  in the =pons platoon? 

A: kapons platoon. b r t a x  squad mssenger. 

Q: Yes. 

A: That however, wasn't the t ime  &en I was captured. It m s  maybe tw 
~ e k s  later  that I m s  captured. But a l l  t h i s  t h ,  e mxe under heavy 
ar t i l lery  fire. The Gerry's =re s i t t ing up in the mountains and F+E E r e  
dom on the coastal plains flats, and they could see every m e  t + ~  made. 
kt, when I was captured, the German's e r e  making an advance to  t r y  to  
push us off and there was no place to  go. The sea behind us d the 
Germans E r e  in front. I was in the c d  post, in the campmy ccrrmand 
post, that night. I WE on the radio, and I knaw w got orders to hold 
ow position at a l l  costs. 

Q: Were you a radio operator as -11 as a platoon runner? 

A: I believe I previously said, when you were in a condition of that  
kind, you =re anything. And I had had sane experience with radio and 
the captain knew it, so he plt re on the radio and telephone, too, as far 
as that's concerned. 'ken, when ve got the mrd to  hold the line at a l l  
costs, he s d s  m up to  the t h e e  platoons to  tell them vhat fhe orders 
were! Well, that was almst daylight, and I got up there and I told the 
three platoon leaders what the orders e r e ,  and I was supposed to go back 
to the CP. kl1 , it wis a pretty tm time getting back, and I know one 
of the platoon officers had been wour$ed, and that l e f t  a b k  sergeant 
in c d  of that platoon. He said, 'To he l l  with this noise! These 
Gerry's are a l l  a r d  us. I 'm getting out of here! " Well, I don't 
raraember &at his name w s ,  wouldn't t e l l  you i f  I did because he was 
subject to court martial for a tr ick of that W. kt he done it anyway, 
and that platoon, I think got out. But I ' m  not sure of that. I wasn't 
a c w t e d  with the ma in that platoon because I wasn't w i t h  that capany 
long enaugh to  how all  the men. But that m a ,  e stayed there as 
the captain had ordered, in  that c d  post, and w e  ran out of armunition. 
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We didn' t have anything to  fight w i t h .  There was an old building, &ich 
was our c d  post. The captain fastened a white rag on a stick of 
some kind and stuck it out: the windm, and vie e r e  P.O.W.'s. 

Q: Were you carrying an M-1 a t  that tim, or was this before that t ime?  

A: As a mrtar squad messenger, I was supposed to carry a carbine. kt 
I didn't l ike it, so I threw it away ard got me an M-1. (laughter) They 
m r k  . 
Q: So the captain surrenderd your outf i t ,  and then how did the Germans 
take you? Did you march out to  the Gems, or did the Germans come t o  
YW? 

A: ?he Germans came to us. And I how I was in the hole all by myself, 
ard w =re instructed that in a case of this k i d  you Ere to  destroy 
any evidence that you had. So I pulled my Wl apart and threw part of it 
this way a d  part of it the other way and part of it back, and he cam up 
to  the b l e  and pointed his gun dawn in the hole and said, ' % a d s  up", 
and told me to  get out. I got out and I asked him i f  I could have my 
overcoat--it was in the hole--and this G e m  soldier--I couldn't speak 
German, of course-but he knew d m t  I meant and he l e t  me get my overcoat. 
Then he marched me at gunpoint to  the officers and I was searched, to 
find any -pons that I might have. They took my mss k i t  knife, I know 
that, and they took what m y  I had lxrt they gave rn back my billfold 
d same pictures I had in there. &hen he was going tlhrm& my pockets, 
I had my hands up in the air, and he took out a piece of equipent--well, 
it WEB my knife, my pocket hife  a c h  I still have--& he said, 'You 
might nsed this", and he dropped it back in my pocket, along with another 
l i t t l e  bottle which t a s  DM: poder.  He said, 'What's this?", and I said, 
' h s e  poder." So he dropped that back into my pocket, which I was very 
thankful for. 

What is DM: poder? 

D-D-T. 

Clh, Dm1 Okay. 

Yes, DDT, lowe poder.  I kept: that when I ws a prisoner. 

The Amy had issued you that ,  &at is it, DDT poder? 

DM: poder is insecticide . 
JhdtheArmyissuedyouthat? 

Yes, yes. 

Okay. Go ahead. 

kll, they marched us back . . . 
There =re quite a large manbex of your rnen then, I gather. 
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A: Oh, yes. I can't tell you lmwmany, k t  &re e r e  quite a d e r .  

Q: They marched you where? 

A: Ihey started us back, and had us march in columns of three, you how. 
A d  rn had guards taking us back, and WE e r e  under aur om ar t i l l e ry  
f i r e  at tha t  time, because m e r e  in  Gem terri tory and they were 
f ir ing,  see. But anyway, they took us back to  the h i l l s .  We got back to 
where the foothills of the Appinine's were that night, and t h y  herded us 
into a children's hospital. k stayed in  the operating roan of the 
children's hospital, on the third floor, up in the mxmtains. Arad I t e l l  
you, I never plt in such a miserable night in my l i fe !  There msn ' t  a 
window l e f t  in the operating roan. It was stuck out on the side of the 
hospital l ike a bay windw, all the windows =re gone, nothing bzzt a 
marble floor. About 25 men in this one nderate size roan. A d  you t r y  
sleeping on a m b l e  floor when i t ' s  below freezing, and I'll t e l l  you, 
you're miserable. 

A: I was captured on the 19th day of February, 1944. 

Q: Oh, yes. And it gets that cold there in Italy? 

A: Oh, yes. It froze every night. In the d a s h  then, the sun m l d  
shine on the Appinhe lbuntains and the snow muld melt and run d m  
across the coastal plain, a d  that m s  about the only place had to be, 
was in those drainage canals. And when you're i n  water up t o  pur hips 
or up to your waist in snow wter , you can ' t feel that you 've got any 
legs. 

Q: &s this before your capture or after? 

A: That w before E r e  captured, yes. We'd got in those drainage 
canals to  be out of the shell fire. 

Q: Savkg you fran having to  dig a foxhole. 

A: W11, there msn't any use in you digging a foxhole because you go 
down 18 inches d it ms water. 

Q: Yes. W e l l ,  then the Germans have got you down that f i r s t  night, and 
you're into this children's hospital, and then what happened? 

A: bkll , they started mching  us up through I ta ly  again, wti1 they got 
a hold of sans trucks, and e got in s m  trucks and rode fa! maybe half 
a day. They stopped a t  a place that had previously been an I ta l ian 

barracks for Italian soldiers, The b k s  e r e  still in there. 
y d n' t have anything in them, but they e r e  jw t moden bunks. And k 7  

t ha t  was a miserable place to stay, too. They had issued us m food--of 
course, tihen VE e r e  taken prisoners, e had K-rations, which w saved. 

Q: They l e t  you keep yaur K-rations? 
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A: They let us keep our K-rations, yes. And those lasted us for a 
couple of days. Then after  that,  our food was miserable. We had scarcely 
anything. lhey m l d  . . . maybe, maybe they m l d  ism one kilo of 
bread--&h is approxirrrately tw pounds--to ten m. We'd cut that loaf 
of bread in tw, and then samebody had to divide that piece into ten 
pieces for ten men, and that was a day's ration. k e p t  for perhaps 
maybe a l i t t l e  soup of some kind. People think . . . w d l ,  you say, "I'm 
~ w y ' ' ;  you don't know what it is to  be hungry. You know that yourself, 
don t you? (laughter) 

Q: What about cigarettes? The mn who =re a c c u s ~  t o  srmkirg, and 
now they suddenly they have no cigarettes. 

A: &11, I didn't  have any cigarettes either, and I w s  xcustmed to 
stroking. k t  that didn't bother me very rmch, because I hew a t  other 
times I had quit smoking, and it msn ' t  too bad. And what cigarettes I 
did have, I traded for food. I m l d  rather have the f d  than the 
cigarettes. 

Q: kll , how many days =re you in  transit  then, with the Germans in 
Italy? 

A: Jbw many days? I have forgotten, but know they e r e  miserable and w e  
Ere r e d l y  hngry. 

Q: You e r e  several days, and now you've got &at I wuld ca l l  transient 
camps. 

A: Yes. Then, frm these carps mre of the same. 

Q: Do you remenher the nares of any of these t o w  you e r e  in? 

A: k. a l l y  not. But I do know that hen e =re in those trucks and 
going back to  those camps, te mt pretty close to  Rarne. I ramher 
seeing the Colisann frm the truck, up on a flxsuntainside. Ram there, w 
hit a transcient canp-ml l  , they =re a l l  transcient camps as far as 
that ' s cmesned--ad stayed there a few days, arad they said they e r e  
issuing us rations to go farther. They loaded us in boxcars, took oux 
shoes and our belts,  plt 40 men in a bxar and gave us a half a loaf of 
bread for five m, and locked the door of the boxcar. bk had no to i le t  
faci l i t ies  except a ten gallon milk can, for to i le t  faci l i t ies ,  and that 
didn't  last very long. I think e tiere in this boxcar three days, a d  no 
rations. 'Ihey Ere  trying to get us out of I ta ly ,  see, but it m s  sanewhat 
of a problem because the Air Force w bombing the cmmmication lines of 
the Germans ard the railroads and so forth. There was three times that 
happened, where they put us on trains and mved us a ways a d  then had to 
take us off on account of cammication lines being torn up. 

Q: The railroad lines =re banbed. 

A: Yes, yes.  It wsn ' t  the comaunication lines, the railroad lines, 
yes- 
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Q: And they retnoved you frm the boxcars. 

A: Yes,  about three different t h s .  Finally m lard& a t  a recomized 
prison c q ,  (KIA,) by the Red Cross. It ws recognized by the Red 
Cross, VIIA. 

Q: Now you're back into Germany? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And V I I A  is a t  bosehrg,  did VE decide? 

A: I think so, yes. Prior to  that time, as w E r e  getting to the 
recognized prison c a p ,  the Ital ian people e r e  pretty decent t o  us. As 
we mt through some of those Ital ian towns, small villages, they tried 
to give us bread. Bread and some rations, &atever they could spare. 
The Ital ian people tried to  give us s-thing to  eat. And fur themre ,  
that was the first time VE had had any help from the Red Cross, was in 
sorrre of the German toms. They did try to  help us. But then t~ got very 
l i t t l e  food. 

Q: Wat did they t ry  to  do for you? 

A : They gave w same food, FWs that Ere Fn pretty bad shape- -they gave 
than msdicine , and they gave us some food. The German Red Cross did 
this, not the American Red Cross. 

Q: Parcels of . . . Red Cross parcels? 

A: No, no. k t  it ws the German Red Cross that helped us. 

Q: What abut yaur wunded? D i d  the G e m  soldiers take care of your 
mmded? 

A: Yes ,  they did. They did a pretty good job of that. 

Q: Did they separate them? 

A: Yes, 

Q: And kept than back for their hospitals. 

A: Yes, they did. 

Q: Okay. 

A: Wing this time, w received no brutal treatment. The German soldiers, 
they were decent: enough to us. Wth the exeption of very l i t t le to  eat  
and no shelter, VE didn' t have any brutal treatment. 

Q: So, you arrived a t  Stalag VIIA a t  Wseburg. Flhen m l d  this be, 
late in February? 






























































