
Preface 

This marmscript is the product of a tape-recorded intewiew CO- 
by Thcnnas L. Nolan for the Oral History O f f i c e  in the f a l l  of 1986. 
Jan Schneider transcribed the tapes and Tam Nolan edited the 
trmsmipt.  Mr. Fisher reviewed the tape. 

Jack Fisher was born March 11, 1927 h Sprhgf hid, I l lhis ,  He grew 
up in Springfield and at- Stuart Grade School and Springfield 
High School. Mr.  Fisher also at- Springfield Junior Collage. 
Pre&ently, Jack Fisher is ~nxpervisor  of the Outreach Program a t  the 
Il lhis Depmkmnt of Immmme. He  ha^ led a varied existence in 
and around Springfield living, to a certain extent, by w i t s  alone. He 
operated an bwance  agenq for a brief period and also for a brief 
period was a shil l  a t  a ganbling casino i n  Lsske Tahoe, Nwada, 

In his maroh, Jack Fisher is recalling his days at Springfield High 
School mostly as they relate to the June 1944 class. He is very frank 
and open in his recollections. H i s  c c r i n m e n w  is honest and he 
reflects def Mte likes and dislikes tinge3 w i t h  a Qllall arnount of 
acid. Mr. Nolan was a classmate of Mr. Fiaherts, 

Twn Nolan grew up in Springfield, Il l inois and a t t m d d  Springfield 
High Sdmol, Springfield Junior allege and Illinois College in 
Jacksornrille, Illinois. He  received a BOA. degree frcrm Illinois 
College in 1952 w i t h  a n j o r  in Physical Science. M r .  Nolan is 
employed by the state of Illinois, Depmtment of Insurance as an 
analyst. Prior to this, he spent 30 years working on the insurance 
ccunpzury side of the insurance business. In A ~ ~ L I s ~  1983, Mr. Nolan 
decided to return t o  college as a -date for a Master's degree in 
Public History, H e  is married and the father of one son and 
grandfther of two* 

of the oral history m i r  should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken woH,  and that the interviewar, narrator and 
editor sought to preserve the informal, cmversational style that is 
inherant in such historical sourass. Sangarm State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the nmnoir, nor for views 
errpressad therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The mamwxipt may be read, quoted ernd cited f d y .  It m y  not be 
reproduced itl whole or in part by any means, electronic or reaanical, 
w i t h o u t  permission in  writing frcnn the Oral. History O f f  ice, Sangamon 
State lJni.versity, Sprhgf ield, Illhis 62794-9243. 



Jack F-, Springfield, Illhis, Decleuaber 12, 1986. 

A: oh yes. 

A: No, I was assignedta a ship called W U . S . S .  Farraqut, Idaho. I 
wars a-cistmate w. Took m of themwded, etc. It was 
hospital dbrty and after I EIperrt my time there, I got out of the Navy 
ard then I cmrre back to Sprirrsfield. 

Q: Yau sound like m. I fought the battle of San Diego. 

Q: Yee, sailors and d q s  be.p off the grass. 

Q: Wrt g e k k i q  back to Springfield, ycru went to Springfield High 
-1, not .the old Ceartral High S&ml, correct? 
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A: Well acrtually, Tam, I grrnaUatad h Jamaq of 1945 so I was 
stuffed into the Class of 1945, hmnwer, I &d say that most of my 
F r w  Canre h'&o the 1944 m. 

A: I m s f i r s t ~ W t - f i m y ~ w a s a f e l l e k t ~ t t a @ t a  
clafiEi, his rmm was LaFauce. He was a fine imtmctor and because of 
k h e ~ h a i r l h e a r ~ I ~ t w a s l & w a s t h i s b i t o f  f u z z c a t h e  
tap of his head nnd referred to him as llFuzzy faFauce*'. 

Q: H i s  real name was Teary, wasn't it? 

Q: This warm% a trick situation? 

A: No, it was: not. It was nat-it weus not a tri* situatim. I also 
~ ~ t ~ t h a t h e b m q h t i n h i ~ ~ h e ~ a h u n t e r ,  d h e  
b ~ h h i s ~ a r r d h s c l e a n e d ~ b e f o r e ~ c l a s s a n d h e  
w w e d ~ b a c S E a n d f o r t h a n d g r e a s e d t h a n u p a n d h s ~ d t r y t 0  
~ ~ ~ c l = ~ t a ~ m e u l h s ~ a n d I a ~ a l l t h e s e  
yearrs, 1 ~ m ~ i n g w a s h s ~ ~ t o ~ h i s ~ t o h . b  
-1e . Of - they were all ycrcmg. 

A: Y e s ,  what was rnpxrpse? 
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Q: He had a, as I -1 Fuzzy LaFuace, he had a seat in his class, 
 of^^, t h a d e a k s e a t i n h i s c l ~ w a s w i r e d .  

A: I did not knerw that. 

A: Is that right? 

A: Good grief* Good grief* 

A: aR Jahmie. Ch, I l a v d  Jahwrie. Jdmde ms .Uls greatsEit: guy 
that ever lived. J-e taught a, it wm a mathamtics ccnrrse, I 
can't wh&lt it was. 

Q: I think it was algebra class* 

A: It maay have besn aim, ywz lam, ernd at mt I wore a hat 
a n d I c a n ~ t h i s t o t h e d a y I ~ 1 1 d i e ~  Iwalkedirrtathe 
~ e u l d I ~ i a t d c r w n a n d I k q t t h e h a t m .  Jchdecameinths 
r o a a t o ~ t h e c L a s s a n d h e l o a k e d ~ m e a n d I l o a k e d a t ~ a n d  
I thought, "Oh, myhemns," ycru Iurrw, the hat xfust be ramvd. I 
toak it off, sat it d#wn aid he said, nFhher,n he said, the damn 
hat baclr mtll atxi I prrt it cm and I had tO war it for me entire 
c l a s s f a r ~ ~ o f ~ w h o l e ~ a r d I c a r a e & o f ~ r p a m ,  
mwmtthehat. ButJohnwasagreatguy. Whatdidhecoach, m, 
football? 

Q: I think it was fxeshmn football. 





A: Qh, not at that age. ?ie was a yacwg guy. It caddn'thave done a 
-tohim. Imnmkerwhenwewwe~, vmwuldbcrunceoffa 
cliff Eald oaare up singing and wrcllirkg. 

Q: Do yau remnter the principal of Spr-ield High -1 durirq 
this tbm? 

A: Filbat w a s  his name? 

Q: He died abart a year ago. 

Q: I saw it in the paper in the obituary column. He was either 83 or 
84 yeam old. 



Q: I &It d l  W m h  aplcgizirrg for 

Q: Ch, I I lmclw what yaulre talking a b u t  lxrt I've fomptte~ 
me - ~ l o g y .  

A: Wall, arryway p u  did ranaber of hours . . . 

Q: What did he do? What happened durM these detentions? 

A: You didnlt do a thing. Y a u  just sat there. Yau cpmed your boaks 
and studied. It was liks a study haU. He didn't stand thsre w i t h  a 
stick and beat thehell axt of you. H e d i d  say that, youknw, these 
~ y a z r ~ ; ~ : i m e s a n d ~ i ~ ~ t y a u ' r e g o ~ t o h a v e t o d Q .  Butwhat 
ycru did in actuality was roll in #am ard sit derwn wd act like a 
gerrU-. What el= oeruld ycru do? Ycru cauld do ymr haaebmrk. 
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Q: Right. It is a separab rocun, a lerrge roam, well mt a 
l a r g e r o a n b u t a r e g u l a r c l ~ t y p e r o c m t h a t l s h t h e l c w e r  
level, the level, ad it has cubicles in there, divided. 
Each EitudarYt sits in a cubicle with a bonk of sam kind arrd it is 
superv- by a tea&er of W. I gak nickea for a muple of 
hcx l re rwAenIwts the re .  It lanatdiff iculttodobecause~havethe 
paver, itVs abart like life and death. If the dxdent so rmch as 
lmmdaroundandgnnrts, y e r u h a v e t h e p ~ ~ ? o f  givirqcnernrehour 
of imhaxuz. 

Q: I h m g h  it's similar. 

A: &, I Im3g;Sne so. 

Q: But arry of the do it. It is nat restricted to the 
assistant kimipa~ or the principal or -. 1 n - m  detention. 
O m u t h r ~ r t h a t s t i c k s i n m v m f n d v e r v r r m c h w i s a w m a n  

p a t t e r n ~ ~ t h s v e r y d a y ~ t I m e t h s r a n d ~ v e r y d a y ~ t 1  
1- her. 
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Q: Elizabeth G d m m  ran quite an Wlhh at springfield 
High sctwol. 

A: Or vice versa. 

Q: (laugh*) Very good. Eut she alw tated the -classical 
authors quite a bit and &e USBd tO, I rambr very well, rush to her 
c l - w h e n a t b c a r a a , . t h s b e l l r a n g .  J m t l h g a r v g ~  
so to speak. 

A: Was that what it was? 

A: It r w  a M 1  really. 

Q: Tall gal.. 

Q: Well, I U there was a zoology teacher, I think they mi& 
"cue Ball" dm. 

A: No, a t  was Joe Spible. 

Q: Yetis, Urat was Joe Spitale. 



A: OR yes. 

A: Yes, the Fb@y girls. 

Q: I never had Rkil la Fqarty. I had Isabel Fogarty. 

A: Again, I can't reambar M c h  was which. 



Q: Okay, we had mntioned little Jce Spitale, 

A: m JQsepll. Yes. 

A: I 1- JOB. YCRJ know saWhhg, Tcm, ytars and yemi W I 
left spilrirvsfield High Sdml after I becaPna married a n l  etc., d., I 
saw J e  and i f  yau w i l l  Joe drcnre to Sryriqfield High School 
h a 1931 M A. 

a: Y e s ,  =that ycru-an that I do -that. 

A: Well, I bought it. 

A: I bcPaght that, I boraflht that Eram Joe Joe said, I1You knau,l1 he 
said, "1 don% want t o  give this thirg up." He says, l9@ daughter 
just W Umt it's terrible. Wtt she's away. My wife thinks that 
I to get rid of He says, "1 want to  tell you the main 
] 3 B a r i r r g g o e s a u t ~ n c r w a n d t h s n a n d i t ~ ~ 0 i l a n d y a u g c Y t  
ta prk it I d d ,  "Joe, I've lmmd this car for years. I want 
to kty it.11 I can't what I paid him for it. It was a very 
ndml fee. I d, "I'll pxrcmise ycru that 1111 take care of the car  
a rd  tbat 1'11 it f-." I think I had it six nm&s ard  I 
kadd it off (Uqhter) for, I d m %  lacrw what  it was but it wars a 
fine aubmbile. 

Q: R w x  had it that little Joe had a m h q  for yourvg girls. 

A: W1, was a story that Joe's present wife was ane of Joe's 
~x-sblmts an8 I am sure that she was. lhey always told the stmy 
abut hod JOB wmld (laughter) drop pencils m the floor EK) that he 
ccruld lock up the girl's dresses. Who -? Jets  still a fine guy 
and the last  t ine I saw Joe he was out at  the Yacht Club and he was 
w i t h  scm~ of M a  family, lookad great. Joe had a brother by the nzune 
of John and Jdm, I belisve, is a little bi t  ycftlnger than Joe but John 
11wwith Joe for ywm. Jnhnwas selfish as hell, nwergot 
marrM, kept every nickel that he ever had and lived w i t h  Joe fomer 
until finallyJoegutridofhim. I th inkJahncms-a l l -  
mirrsfield, 1llinois antX Jchnls still alive a as a matter of fact, 
Joe's fi1 alive. They're still w i t b  us. 
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A: C. C.? 

Q: C. C. W l .  Cubic Ifall. 

A: !they all lgade a ton of mamy. Wlie in additim to the Bra- 
Mat.m affah, wmt off into arwther - and e anather l i f e  
i r m a m c e ~ a t - f u t m y ~ a b a r t L s s r N l r r s R a .  U s a t t h e t i n e  
afterhehad left school teach;ingacadmicswas irrtO.theworldof 
f i m t w d l i f e  hmmmcea?panie8, ertc., ertc., hadaaemebqand 
hebecamneenar#rredwi~h*iasacretarywrrlattimesI~druninto 
them maasimally when I was playhq golf a t  mffeld ~ o l f  Oourse. 
NawatthattimeLeshadatanofmcaey. Iraeanhewasloaded. I'll 
~ f o r g e t t h e t S m s h e d r e w e a b a l i s t r a i g ' h t ~ y ,  because 

hit the ball like old peqle do naspty things. T&I ball lit beside 
rrreandIloakeddownanditwasaballthathehadrstolenW?cmnGBorge 
Khight 'EI driving range*  la^^) 

A: I thought I'd die. 

Q: It to me Wt C. C. Wall, Carroll H a l l ,  also got involved 
with t b  a t e  of Illjnois Historical Society. 

Q: I w i l l  never forget C. C. Hall because I was a senior in his 
c h d s k y  class, that is the finst year that I -aped my hay fwer, 
In the mnth of -, particularly -, and W f i r s t  prt  
of e. In those days, they did not henre the fine rnedicatim they 
havenowtocxartrolths~neezlingarwl.t.hewateringofeyeus, drimncse 
arxl I head a terrible t h  heping track of what C. C. was saying when 
I was blaWirrg q y  head off w i t h  sneezing. (laughter) 1'11 m m r  
forget:that as 1 - a ~  I live. But anyway memnre, I gaidthatld be 
the last ane, )rut I must msntim Rcry Daffenbaugh. 
















































































