
Preface 

This m i p t  is the prcximk of a tape recorded interview conducted 
by Byron Booth for the Oral History O f f i c e  on Jamaq 18, 1988. Mrs. 
EQmn Booth transcribes the tapes and Linda Jett edited the 
tranfxript. Mr. Feuer reviewed the transcript. 

A. F- was born on Dea&x 26, 1915 in Sprirqfield, Illinois. 
Mr.  Feuer is a p&t lccal businessman, president of Gemmil 
Aukmotive. In this mamir Mr. Feu- recalls growing up in 
Springfield during the depression years, his ancestry and his Jewish 
- 0  

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a 
tsFullscript of the sp0h-1  wd, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
aditor sought t o  pmseme the informal, cawersational style that is 
inhercolt in srrch histarid sauces. sangamm S b t e  University is mt 
-ible for the factual accuracy of the =ir, nor for views 

therein; these are for the readsr to judge. 

The manur~cript may be mad, quoted zlnd cited freely. It may not be 
mpmdwed in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mdmnic~1l, 
without permission in writing fmn the oral History Office, Sangamon 
S b t e  University, Sprhgf ield, I l l inois 62794-9243. 



Nyman F-, Jzinwq 18, 1988, Sprinsfield, Illinois. 

F3ymm m, Interviewer. 

Q: Hymn, for these purposes, I guess 1'11 call you Wylf and I wouJd 
like to ask you what is the earliest possible thing you can m m e m b r  
in your life? 

A: I ' m  trying to think back as we're sittjrsg here, wing to think 
a t  wuld be the earliest--starting of scihool or sometking like that. 
mt I can 3mmrbr I mh-lk b c k  to that pre-school of llry aperimce. 
When I steurted to school, it was at Ridgely S-1 and we lived out on 
-ria R a a  at that t h e *  I can -rlmst of that t b ,  the best 
thatwelivedinmmhwcrusplaces. Let~sstart:whreIwasbom. I 
was bwn in a hcwe at Eighth and Reynolds Street, which is rn p r t  
of St. John's Hospital garking lot. I'm trying to think of the 
various places the family moved. My dad was a shoe repairman ard for 
x m e t h  wa lived an WashFngtm Street in an q t a i r s  flat. H i s  store 
ms h another lecation on the first floor. His shoe repair shop was 
on Seventh between Washingtan and Jefferson across the street fram the 
G N  Hote l .  That would give you a spot lacation, wauldnl t it? And I 
can remmbm living upstairs on Washington Street then we may have 
moved. 

Q: So, you can rambr that? 

a: I c;;m r a m i k c  that, solwwhat. 

Q: Is that the earl ie  you can -? 

A: I W d  thinkbe- four and five because I start& m l ,  that 
mi ld  be out on Peoria F k x I  and that would be in the twenties. I can 
mmzmber Washington S M  and the evenings, it would be hot taxtmm 
wenhqs. This was the days before w u m  fans and air condition*. 
(lwm=) 

Q: well, before we get to0 far away fram that time of your life, when 
were yau born? 



born here springf ield? 

A: Bom at Eighth and Reynolds. I can mnenb r  the playtime on 
W a s h i q b n  Street--playing m the sidewdks, ad simple play t q s ,  
knddq aralnd tin cans or sumthjng of that nature, anythbg that 
pwats  wuldnlt auticm you about be- unruly, and they'd all sit 
dam, and al l  the raeighbrs would bring dawn chairs arrd sit h frmt 
of the various stores that may have c l d  for the evening. Smne of 
them wvxe still  pan and kids would run up and dawn the sidewalks 
withcut  getting into the streets and that would be our playtime until 
it got darkness hours ard then you'd go up to bed. 

Q: So you were born h 1915. Do you mmenhr anything about World 
war I endirag? 

Q: Is that where you M a p a d  your lave for mic?  

A: Maybe, (laughter) I can't say. W z t  I do like banlnrusic, that's 
for certain, As you say, Washington Street seems of hazy--like I 
can mmmbsrwetd go to Ihd's shop, but not being in school I was kept 
pretty clcse to hame w i t h  my mother, and the brother an3 sister had 
attended school dclwntuwn scmewbm--Palmar School and than Mcclemand 
~ o L d t h e y w o u Z d b e g c m e a n d a b c a ; l t ~ t t i m e I t k i n k m y ~  
had another daughter. 

A: 01- brother was Isadore and then my sister, Fuxe, and then 
I1mWatd.thwnaFtermewasSmandmBelle&thsn-te 
and J-. N W  Annette zd Joe were born on Peoria Road, after we 
mcrved out thwe, got establi- there. The rest of us were b m ,  I 
think I was born at E i g h t h  and Reynolds and then I think Sara m y  have 
been born c#! W w n  S t r e e t  2md Mile on Seventeenth and Reynolds. 
I'm just try- to ~ 1 ,  but that is very hazy for me to knm the 
actual births of the rest of the family. But I can rambr -ria 
Road better. 

Q: How long did you live there? 



A: Fmm 1921 t o  1952-that was  a long period and we started ow store 
establishnmt on Peoria Rad in 1946 and as it grew we mved the folks 
out of the house. We tmk wer the whole hause. 

Q: A l l  right, let's go back a l i t t l e  bit .  You lived out on -ria 
Ibad for quite a while? 

A: oh yes. 

Q: And I aswpru3 m t  of ycru, or a l l  of you went to Ridgely? 

A: All went tm Ridgely Rhol, yes. 

Q: What kind of a store did yow father have out there? 

A: Well, originally he pmhasd a grocery store and it w a s  a general 
store of the country stare typ=. He had everything frmn gasoline 
ptwl~s to soda fountain, miner supplies, fresh mats, vegetables, 

goods, overalls, -, sundries, drug items, simple 
nonprescription, fllndry drug items and I think he had even smrve spark 
plugs. Maybe that's why I liked the auto parts business. (laughter) 

Q: Nuw, you w e d  E m  -ria Road to where? 

A: Well in 1952, we gmdmsed the ham cut on P h  Strest, just off 
the comer of Spr- and P h  Street. It was &out a block west of 
t b s o l d ~ R c & w k ~ l d i r r g ,  butwecmtirazedthestoreautthere 
in our old household on Wia Road. In 1957, I think w moved out of 
that howe and built the parersent 3x111- where we are lacated in 
business rn Nom MacMzhw. Grrrwing up in &ildhocd in Ridgely 
School was the taperim I can mmber w i t h c m t  t w  nu& difficulty, 
We kids would go to school and weld help aut in the store after &ool 
and weekads. It gives and M a n  a little help in the store because 
theyhadnohiredhelp. T h e y r a n i t t h a e d v e s ,  I twasaMaaandPop 
store. And ny older brother tended business pretty well and my 
sister, then as they grew up, they brake off and went off to outside 
j*. But I can mmbr the s&ml m i e w e  with say, for 
instame, the walk from 2300 Peoria Road to where Ridgely Schml is, 
Eighth Street, was a pretty good walk--rain, snm, sleet, and we wouLd 
go--caurse the traffic wasn't as bd as it is today, but the 
kids-wetd watch for the cars and the older ones would Wee care of 
the yaxger ones. I can rmmber the schaol teadlers' names. They've 
prabably all passed on by ncrw, I'm sure. School was intaresting to  
rtre--m a l l  enjayed school. I don't lacrw i f  Jn the elenmhq grades 
ifw%hadmchhclmawork* 1thinktheygaveus-rktaread, and 
wesSahlrZlays,  itwasgreattag0dcrwntor;inOoInLibrary 
damlmm. I'd tag a l q  with my older sister and weld draw our guota 
of five books and tab mhme and read euvl get than back the nek 
week. We exjayed the library a lot. 

8: Your f d l y  was pmhbly the reason they founded the branch on 
N o r t h  Gl3t-d. 



Q: What w a s  it like for you and yaur family during the depression? 

A: Well, that w a s  the sad part, The depression was ral hard. My 
dad actually pwchaed tkis property. It was a brick building-a 
two-story brick building that we lived in and next door he had 
aquhed a tenant house and we had a rental property. Certain things 
~ i b u t a d  to his tough times. His main trade w a s  the foreign 
inmigrant coal miners, m y  Lithuanian Polish and they muld buy 
supplies fmmhim and r i e ~  ardm~~ts. That started in 1921. 
Senreral years la*, the PBabody m a l  Ccanparry decided that the miners 
cwld no lcnzger buy m h c  supplies cutside. They had to buy them f m  
the ccrrapany store. h i  that ms a big profitable biness for him, 
andtakEngal l thatawayfrmhjm-the~caz ldmlmgerbuy,  it 
took a big dent in his business. Ncrw #m, during the Enmrmerth, the 
r n h m  ware laid off-they had 1- layoffs. It was always a union 
struggle to have long layoffs and naturally they'd have a credit 
accQunt at Dad's grczery store, and they'd get a big credit bookup and 
he waild try t o  csarry them unt i l  the win-he. In the w h t e r t i m e ,  
they'd h y  to pay and if they didn't make enough pay, they didn't pay, 
s a t h e y t d g e t : M m b e h i r d a n d I a t h a t l e d t o h i s - - t h e  
depression hit all of them, they didn't have as mch work, why it 
reflecbdinthesmallgrocarystoreandgeneral storsandhe just 
went broke. 

So he sold c u t ,  had m auctim Isale, sold out a l l  his groceries and 
fkbmas various items and went back to his old trade of a ahoe 
mpabrm. We had rrrared fr#n the h repair colt in 1921 to -ria m, m d h e b o z a g h t W ~ & ~ & r e .  Sotheanlything 
heknawhowtodowastogobacktohSsoldtrade. Heplrchasedscsne 
ma~-shoerepairmad. l lx lery~startedtheshoeshapbusl j3 less ,  
W e  still lived in that brick b1d1dh-q~ lived upstairs in the back 
roarrrs and he ran his shop. It was a pretty large m for a shoe 
mir *-he didn't need that much r a m  since he still had a huge 
mortgage on the balance to pay this pmperty off, In the late 
M i - ,  before ths stock market mash, he had a haxd t h  maMng his 
~ ~ ' k S - - ~ f h a K ! 8 ,  m f m .  Finally, h 1932, the 
forecl- on him and tmk the property away. But the tenant house he 
had, heple&dwiththerea.l es ta teman ,  itwasthe- 
frnresbmnt Ccanpany, old Joe Bmard, ard pleaded with him to let him 
p u x h w  this house back, which I'm sum held mid that mrt of it 
off-- the house next door for a thou& dollark on payments 
an;ltheyagm&tothat. So instead of mi.rq al l  thewaydcrwntuwn, 

Heputtheahoerepairshapinhisfrant 
a-, he built a small rocan on the front 

of his shoa repair so we'd have mre living quartem, and existed 
f m  that. A t  about that time, that would have been in 1933, or 
amathhq like that, and my older brother and sister were out of 
school, so they nbtainsd &mall jobs, secretarial job and bookkeeping 
jabs, zvla they pooled their pq&edc into the family gro~p3 to  sustain 
us for the rest of the younger children, and that's how we existed and 
got d - 0  



Q: That's a typical s tay  of Amsrica, isn't it? 

A: a t ' s  right. A n d m y o u  think about the ~ewish v i m ,  and 
any incidents that happen, didn't have too many hidents--ally out in 
that end, rxane of the eastem Eurapean kids of Lithuanian and ~olish 
descent couldn't understand Jews and they would taunt ycru and tease 
yau. We didn't get beat up toa much. We didn't fight back too 
much-it d d  be better to run hane and get out of the teasing, but 
w h m  you entered high school, the whole situation changed. It was 
different, it was anwre tolerant scziety them. Wlt as far as haviq 
any persecution or anythhq likR that we didn't have that because we 
 we^^ me of the only f d l y  of Jewish people out there. !Ihere WFS 
an0therwaeservwEllblocksupsouthterwardtuwI-l. 

Q: Well, ycru anticipated my question there, and that's fine. I 
wantsd to ask yau, tell m about your father arrd mcrthsr. Lstls go at 
it maybe a little bit --were they married in this ccruntry? 

Q: When did he carrre wer hem? 

A: I think in the early 19001s, like between 1909 and 1911, scanrsthhg 
right in there. 

Q: Where did he - frcon in Pola-d? 

A: W1, the prcrvhce in Pol- would be Galicia the village he 
came frcan, I asked than the nams of it, and they tried to -1 it for 
me. It was W e i w z ,  wh ich  translated meanss "big eyes. It So I guess 
this little village had big eyes of grcrwing into something bigger. 
(laughter) And the location wwld be m e r e  between the larger 
cities of Prz-1 and lmhrg. Half the t h  it was awned by Poland, 
half the time it was wqemd by Austria. At the time he lee it, I 
thjnk it belonged to Austria befom World War I, and he had p t  in a 
little time in the conscription anny. 

I think he decided it wwld be better for t h a n  to get out of the 
country, EM thEltts why he i nnn ip tad  to the United States, principally 
because an older brather of his w a s  hare. His older brother was a big 
husky noan and I guess the irrrmigmtim agency in New York City shipped 
h i m c u t t o a n i r o n f a u n d r y i n Z i o n C i t y n e a r ~ c a g o .  Helxoapedinta 
theopenhmAhfuma~andheca~lv~ldrrwnhemtoSprinsfield, I 
-, and worw for the Id8 Brathars Fcrundry, w h i c h  was located 
naar b h x e  Capitol 
-Y, arry of 
whathedid, asI~arrlhisetory,hewaswmWslqinthisircn 
frrundsy an3 a a e  Jewish peddler came by to buy m p  umn or bottles, 
a n d h e g ~ ~ t h i B b e a r d e d J w h h p e d d l e r a n d t h i s ~ u n c l e w a s  
clean shaven arrd he walked up to this nran 2u-d speaking in Yiddish and 
the older peddler said, What's a nice man like you do* in a place 
like this?'' (laughter) So he said he needed an assistant, wauld he 
pddle junk w i t h  him on the wagon. So he thought it was an 





J ~ i s h  youncr felluws wuld not have tco rnuch opporhmity for trades 
like brxk layers, carpanters. They would knm sure of it to do their 
crwn work, but they oauld not hixe crut for it. Most of them studied in 
t h @ i r H & r e w ~ l ~ b e c a ~ ~ 8 s c m E O f t h a 3 m w e r e ~ a l l c k J i a d h t h e  
public sd.lools, i f  them were such thhqs. A t  that the, Dad told us 
t h e l a n d ~ a w n a d b y l e r n d ~ .  I t w a ~ i & i l l # e f l ~ ~ t e m  
t h e e  i n  Polard, and that was before World war I. 

A: Y e s ,  in the same area, the sam little village. 

Q: You don1 t knaw mything about their payants? 

A: Nothjng atsower. I can mmnhr ths nares that they told us 
l i b  Dad's gmmlfather would be Nathan arrl his wife wmld be R a w ,  
and Man's parents-the father was Israel Jacob and the mtrther was 
Sara. Usually their children are named after peaple that have passed 
on. That's why my brother Isadore was mured after Grandfather and 
R o s e w a s n a m e d a f t e r t h e ~ m d S a r a ~ ~ a f t e r  
G-. I ' m  named after ~ ~ n r e  uncle, I understand, that they were 
all fond of. 

Q: Did they ccane f m  large families? 

A: Wall, letls see, I'm trying to think. Grandfather, Dad's father 
lived, I think, maybe to ninety or mybe late eighties. I think he 
was married several times muse the c\~camen died in childbirth. As I 
can red l1  Dad had, here in this country, he had three brothers. 
Therewere faurbaysthatwehewof  ~ t h e y ~ t i o n e d a b o u t  a 
younger brother that died of appmdicitis, inflamad appendicitis. His 
nannswouldbeJoseph,whocmJoeisMmedafter, andtherewere 
s e r v e d  sisters, one or two sisters. I think his oldest brother was 
actually a half brother fxm an early marriage. But it's very sketchy 
to get thB stories of what IAq did. The f o h  never talked much 
a b u t  their hare l i fe .  They said they've hem in this country m long 
it seemed l ike  a dream of the old t h  because they lost them 
~ - - p e r s s e d o n a n d t h e ~ ~ ~ ~ : i ~ ~ l ~ ~ c a r n e a l q s o U l e y l ~ t  
m c k  with scrrne that mmespnW with them. 

Q: Yuur father and mothar prabably, ccanirrg over here as they did, I 
assurns, didn't get t o  bring many family records w i t h  or anything? 




























