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PREFACE 

This  manuscript i s  t h e  product of tape-recorded in te rv iews  conducted 
by Reverend N. L.  McPherson f o r  t he  O r a l  His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty  i n  February, 1975. Carolyn Donaldson t r ansc r ibed  
t h e  tape and Kay MacLean ed i t ed  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Mrs. Ferguson w a s  born August 13, 1904 i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  
She a t tended  school  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  and went on t o  t h e  Univers i ty  of 
I l l i n o i s  t o  r e c e i v e  an  A.B. and an M.A. i n  Home Economics. She talks 
candidly about Sp r ing f i e ld  and t h e  Black community, oppor tun i t i e s  and 
l a c k  of o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and d i sc r imina t ion  i n  t h e  community. As a 
s o c i a l  worker f o r  t h e  Sangamon County o f f i c e  of Child and Family 
Serv ice  she  counseled many of t h e  black youth. She remained a c t i v e  
i n  community a c t i v i t i e s  i n t o  her  r e t i r emen t  years .  M r s .  Ferguson 
d i ed  September 17, 1979. 

Readers of t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  
a t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in te rv iewer ,  n a r r a t o r  
and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  
t h a t  is  inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univ- 
e r s i t y  is  not  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of the memoir, 
nor f o r  views expressed the re in ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be r ead ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not  be  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral  His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Margaret Ferguson, February 11, 1975, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Reverend N. L.  McPherson, In te rv iewer .  

Q. Mrs. Ferguson, I n o t i c e  you have a c h a r t  here,  and would you want 
t o  exp la in  what t h i s  c h a r t  i s  about? 

A. Well, t h i s  is my family t r e e  on my mother 's s i d e  of t h e  house. My 
mother was El izabe th  Hubbard Wilkins,  and she  w a s  born he re  i n  Spring- 
f i e l d ,  J u l y  20, 1876. This  i s  h e r  f a t h e r  and mother. Her f a t h e r  was 
James Edward Hubbard--you can g e t  t h e  names o f f  here--and he was born 
i n  1837, and he d ied  i n  1910. And h i s  w i fe  was Martha Jane  Smith  
Hubbard, who w a s  born i n  1850 and d i ed  i n  1904. Now, they were from 
Campbellsvi l le ,  Kentucky, and t h e r e  a r e  some very  i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings  
about  t h e i r  background. My grandmother, of course,  was born be fo re  
s l ave ry  w a s  over  and she  was an  octoroon. I have h e r  p i c t u r e  here. 
And I a l s o  have t h e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  l a te  John Wilson's mother who was 
my grandmother's s i s t e r ,  except t h a t  my grandmother w a s  German and 
Mrs. Wilson was I r i s h .  

Q. Oh, I see .  

A .  My grandmother was a Buchanan. Some people say her f a t h e r  was t h e  
b ro the r  of P re s iden t  Buchanan, ( laughs)  and some say  t h e  cousin.  I 
don ' t  know which, bu t  she  was a Buchanan; bu t  of course ,  she  went by 
t h e  nhme of Srbith which w a s  her  mother 's  name. 

And t h e  very funny th ing  about  i t ,  t h a t  later on when we had t o  d e a l  
wi th  some property,  my uncle  went down t o  Campbellsvi l le  t o  look up 
some m a t e r i a l  about t h e  proper ty  and he found t h a t  my grandmother's 
b i r t h  had been recorded I n  t h e  county cour t .  And t h e  reason why it had 
been recorded w a s  because h e r  f a t h e r  w a s  a bachelor  and he  had two o l d  
maid s i s t e r s ,  and t h e r e  were no c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  family,  and s o  they 
had--the s i s t e r s  had planned t o  t ake  my grandmother. But when my grand- 
mother was born, her mother d i d n ' t  want t o  r e l i n q u i s h  h e r ,  and s o  she  
s tayed wi th  t h e  Smith family. But they  were so  anxious t o  g e t  he r  t h a t  
they  had recorded t h e  b i r t h ,  and t h a t  w a s  very  unusual f o r  back i n  
1850, t o  have a b i r t h  recorded. And t h i s  i s  h e r  p i c t u r e ,  s o  you s e e  
what I mean when I say  she  was an octoroon. ( laughs)  

Q. Of your grandmother? 

A.  hat's my mother 's mother. 

Q. Yes, maternal  grandmother then.  

A. Yes. I used t o  have a t i n t y p e  of my great-grandmother, bu t  among 
a l l  of t h e  ch i ld ren ,  i t  got  away. She was what you c a l l ,  I guess,  a 
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quadroon . 
Q. I see .  

A. My grandfa ther  and h i s  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  were r ea red  on a very 
va luab le  p i ece  of proper ty ,  and it became t h e i r s  a f t e r  t h e  war w a s  
over.  Is t h a t  something about t h a t ?  

Q. No.  This  i s  a p i c t u r e  of your maternal  grandmother? 

A .  Tha t ' s  my maternal  grandmother. 

Q. Okay. I was j u s t  looking t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  was any d a t e  on i t  when 
i t . . .  

A.  No, t h a t  was taken when she  d ied ;  t h a t  w a s  1904. 

Q. Oh, I see .  Okay. 

A .  See, she  d ied  May 2, 1904. You see ,  i n  t hose  days it  was q u i t e  
t h e  t h i n g  t o  pu t  t h e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  person wi th  a l l  t h e  f lowers  t h a t  
came t o  t h e  fune ra l ,  and then  t a k e  a p i c t u r e  l i k e  t h i s .  When my mother 
d ied ,  w e  had two of t hose  p i c t u r e s ,  and I--and one of my grandfa ther  
taken t h e  same way. I t r i e d  t o  s h a r e  as much a s  I could wi th  my f i r s t  
cous ins ,  and so I got  t h i s  one and I s e n t  one t o  another  first cousin.  
And I s e n t  my g randfa the r ' s  t o  another  f i r s t  cousin,  and a l a r g e  
p i c t u r e  t h a t  I found i n  t h e  a t t i c ,  of my grandfa ther ,  t o  another  one. 
So w e  shared them up t h a t  way. 

Now, they  had e leven  ch i ld ren ,  and my mother w a s  t h e  f i f t h  c h i l d  i n  
t h a t  group. In t h e  e a r l y  1 8 7 0 t s ,  I suppose about 1874, they  came from 
Campbellsvi l le ,  Kentucky--that w a s  their home--here t o  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I 
have a deed he re  where my grandfa ther  bought our o ld  home p l ace  ou t  
t h e r e  on Eleventh and Ash i n  1800vand--I mean, yes, 1878. And-he pa id  
f o r  i t ,  $550. ( laughs)  It's on here .  

Q. Well, t h a t ' s  wonderful. 

A .  When I so ld  i t  he re  a couple o r  s o  yea r s  ago, i t  w a s  appra ised  a t  
$38,000. But when they bought i t ,  i t  only had one two-room house on i t .  
Every time they  had another  c h i l d ,  my grandfa ther  br icked  on another  
room u n t i l  w e  f i n a l l y  ended up wi th  n ine  rooms and every wa l l  i n  t h e  
house was solid br i ck .  You couldn ' t  hang a p i c t u r e ;  i t  w a s  impossible  
t o ,  you know, put  a n a i l  i n  t h e  w a l l  because they  had . . . 
Q. So l id  brick.  

A .  It had become a two-story house; each time, they 'd j u s t  b r icked  on 
another  room. And then  they  had a l a r g e  o ld  summer k i t chen  out  i n  t h e  
back where they  d i d  a l l  t h e i r  cooking. When my mother and f a t h e r  took 
t h e  house over  i n  1910, I guess,  o r  1908 o r  somewhere around t h e r e ,  
they moved t h e  summer k i t chen  up and a t t ached  it t o  t h e  house and made 
another  large s o r t  of a family room. I remember, when I was small, i t  
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was ki tchen and family room together .  So t h a t  t h a t  p iece  of property 
had been i n  our family a s  an owned piece  of property fox many, many 
years.  And I do have a deed of my grandmother's place down i n  Pulaski  
County [ I l l i n o i s ] ,  and I t r i e d  t o  f ind  i t  t h i s  morning and I couldn' t .  
So I can say my people have been property owners fo r  a long time. 

But they were before  then, because when my grandfather  died i n  1910-- 
I have a th ing here,  I can ' t  hardly  read a l l  of i t ,  which was an 
inventory of what he l e f t .  And among t h e  th ings  was one-f i f th  i n t e r e s t  
i n  two hundred ac res  i n  Campbellsville,  Kentucky. And t h a t ,  h i s  
family owned t h a t  i n  Campbellsville, Kentucky, before he came t o  
Spr ingf ie ld  i n  t h e  ea r ly  1800's. And t h a t ' s  what w e  were i n t e r e s t e d  
i n ,  going back t o  Kentucky t o  f ind  ou t ,  when w e  found out  t h a t  my 
grandmother's b i r t h  had been reg i s t e red .  Because i n  looking i n  t h e  
f i l e s  t o  look up t h i s  p iece  of property,  t h i s  two hundred a c r e s  down 
the re ,  why, they found out  about my grandmother's b i r t h .  But t h a t  was 
an inventory made when my grandfather  died a s  t o  what he had l e f t ,  and 
t h e  i n t e r e s t  he had i n  var ious  p ieces  of real e s t a t e ;  and he d i d  have 
one-fif th i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  two hundred a c r e  farm. 

Q. Now, what became of . . . 
A. O f  t h e  farm? 

Q. . . . t h i s  farm? 

A. That's--I have some papers here  f o r  t h a t ,  too. When my grandfather  
died i n  1910, the  family here  wanted t o  claim t h e  one-fif th i n t e r e s t  
t h a t  they had i n  t h i s  two hundred ac res ,  which was very valuable property 
f o r  t h a t  rime i n  Kentucky. So we s e n t  a Negro--1 guess I'm supposed t o  
say black (laughs), .-.  . 
Q. No, whichever one t h a t  you . . . 
A. . . . black lawyer from here  by t h e  name of A. Morris Williams down 
t o  see  about t h e  place.  When t h e  white people down t h e r e  found t h a t  we 
wanted t o  get our i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  two hundred ac res ,  they s a i d  t h a t  i t  
would have t o  be sold  because my great-grandparents had died without 
w i l l s ,  and they had these  f i v e  sons, and i t  had t o  be s p l i t  up. So it  
was sold  f o r  a very small amount of money. I have another l e t t e r  here  
t h a t  t h e  lawyer wrote t o  my mother t o  have a l l  of t h e  people i n  t h e  
family, he r  sisters and brothers ,  s ign  t o  r e l inqu i sh  t h e i r  p a r t  so it 
could be so ld ,  I have it here  where they a l l  signed it  and t h e i r  various 
ages. And I t h i n k  they a l l  got something like a hundred d o l l a r s  apiece.  
It was sold  f o r  a very, very small amount. My mother always f e l t  t h a t  
they had paid M r .  Williams not  t o  push the  case.  So, while they owned 
t h a t  valuable p iece  of land,  they d idn ' t  r e a l l y  get  anything out  of i t ,  
because i t  was q u i t e  a large piece  of  land.  

Q. Was it being farmed, o r  what was . . . 
A. It was a farm, a two hundred acre farm. But I understand it  was i n  
a very f e r t i l e  p lace  and was a very valuable p iece  of land,  and they 
were very anxious t o  get  i t  away from the  blacks who owned it. It had 
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become--how we got: i t  I don' t  r e a l l y  know, bu t  somewhere when s l a v e r y  
w a s  over, o r  maybe before ,  t h e  family had acqui red  t h i s  piece of land .  
But t h a t  w a s  q u i t e  a s i z e a b l e  p i ece  of  l and  f o r  b lacks  t o  own a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  time. And I do know t h a t  each one got  a l i t t l e  t i n y  p i ece  
ou t  of i t ,  but  no t  very much. 

Q. Not much. Okay, so  w e  were s t a r t i n g  on expla in ing  t h e  family t r e e .  

A. Oh yes,  w e l l ,  I s a i d  t h e r e  were e leven  c h i l d r e n  and my mother was 
t h e  f i f t h  c h i l d .  She was El izabe th  Katherine [Hubbard], and she  was 
born J u l y  20, 1876 and she  d ied  February 14 ,  1968, s o  she  w a s  9 1  
yea r s  o ld .  ( laughs)  

Q. And h e r  name was El izabe th .  

A. E l izabe th  Katherine.  

Q. How do you s p e l l  t h a t  Katherine? 

A .  K-A-T-H-E-R-I-N-E. 

Q. Okay. 

A. And, oh, h e r  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  a r e  spread a l l  over t h e  country- 
s i d e .  The only two t h a t  ever  s tayed  h e r e  was my mother and h e r  b r o t h e r ,  
Louis [Hubbard]. And my uncle  was a tin--well ,  i n  t h e  l a t e x  yea r s  he  
was a t i n  . . . 
Q. A t i n n e r ?  

A. A t i n n e r ,  yes ,  and h e  had h i s  own bus iness ,  and he  put  i n  furnaces  
and d i d  t i n  work. But i n  t h e  e a r l y  days he was a s t a t i o n a r y  engineer  
f o r  t h e  mines. H e  worked f o r  Woodside Mine, and he a l s o  worked f o r  one 
of t h e  mines up near  Mt. Pulaski, [ I l l i n o i s ] ;  and he d id  t h a t  f o r  a 
good many years .  I n  f a c t ,  a g r e a t  many of h e r  b r o t h e r s  worked f o r  t h e  
mines. 

My Uncle George [Hubbard] w a s  a l s o  an engineer  f o r  Woodside Mine. He 
r a n  t h e  h o i s t i n g  e l e v a t o r  t h a t  l e t  t h e  miners down i n  t h e  mine, and up. 
And when t h e  r i o t  came, he  was on duty; and some of t h e  men--about t h e  
second n i g h t  of  t h e  riot--decided t h a t  they  wanted t o  do away wi th  him 
because they f e l t  t h a t  a b l ack  should no t  have t h a t  kind of a job; i t  
was a very  important job.  And s o  they  were coming out--he was on t h e  
e a r l y  n i g h t  shift--and they  were coming out  t o  t h e  mine t o  k i l l  him. 
And a whi te  woman, my mother never  knew who, c a l l e d  h e r  and t o l d  h e r  t o  
ge t  him ou t  of t h e r e  because t h e  mob was on t h e  way. 

Well, our  house w a s  only about t h r e e  blocks from t h e  Woodside Mine. 
I t 's  where t h e  Winchester Hardware place i s  now, where you t a k e  your 
p i c t u r e s  t o  be  framed; and t h e r e ' s  a warehouse t h e r e ,  I ' v e  fo rgo t ton  
whose. It 's r i g h t  a t  t h e  corner  of Tenth and Ash. So my mother r an  up 
t h e r e  and t o l d  my Uncle George t o  go away. But i t ' s  aga ina t  t h e  law 
f o r  t h e  engineer  t o  l eave  whi le  t h e r e  a r e  men i n  t h e  mine, and so  he  
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couldn ' t  l eave .  But he had a b i cyc l e ,  so h e  got  h i s  b i c y c l e  a11 
ready, and he c a l l e d  t h e  t h i r d  engineer ,  who was white ,  and he  came. 
And when my uncle  s a w  t h e  t h i r d  engineer  t u r n  o f f  of Ash S t r e e t  i n t o  
t h e  mine, he got  his b i c y c l e  and rode  away. And so when t h e  mob got  
t h e r e ,  ( laughs)  t h e  t h i r d  engineer  was on duty; and he  was not  black,  
he w a s  white;  and h e  got  away.; But: then  he  d i d n ' t  g e t  h i s  job back. 

Q. H e  never--did he t r y  t o  g e t  i t  back? 

A. Well, I don' t  know about t h a t .  I meant he  had t o .  . . . Every- 
t h ing  changed h e r e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  between b lacks  and whites--where 
you could e a t ,  and what you could do, and a l l  t h a t  s o r t  of thing-- 
when t h e  r i o t  came. And so  then  he  took h i s  family and moved to-- 
we l l ,  they  went o u t  West t o  t r y  t o  homestead i n  t h e  Dakotas, and 
t h a t  d i d n ' t  pan ou t  so  w e l l ;  so  then  he  came back t o  D e t r o i t  and 
became s t a t i o n a r y  engineer  f o r  a l a r g e  h o t e l  t he re ,  and t h a t ' s  where 
he  s tayed  u n t i l  he  d ied .  But h e  got  h i s  f i r s t  job of t h a t  kind of 
work wi th  t h e  Woodside Mine here .  I suppose, i f  i t  hadn ' t  been f o r  
t h e  r i o t ,  he would have s tayed  here .  

That ' s  one t h i n g  about t h e  h e r i t a g e ,  t h e  b l ack  h e r i t a g e ,  of Spring- 
f i e l d .  We have wh i t e  f a m i l i e s  l i k e  t h e  Bunns and t h e  Lanphiers and 
t h e  Hickocks and a l l ,  whose c h i l d r e n  a r e  s t i l l  h e r e  running th ings ;  
b u t  wi th  t h e  middle c l a s s  black people who were he re  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
when t h e i r  ch i ld ren  got  any s o r t  of a foothold  o r  educat ion,  they  had 
t o  go away from h e r e  f o r  work, and then  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  married away. 
And s o  we don' t  have t h a t  h e r i t a g e .  W e  have a l o t  of young b lacks  
i n  h e r e  now wi th  very  good jobs,  bu t  t h e y ' r e  n o t  Sp r ing f i e ld  b lacks .  
They a r e  b lacks  who came h e r e  from o t h e r  places--Louisiana, Mis s i s s ipp i ,  
North Carol ina,  Maryland--if you g e t  t h e i r  backgrounds. 

We don ' t  have a h e r i t a g e  t h a t  is--we have a h e r i t a g e ,  bu t  it was not  
from, what you might say, t h e  middle c l a s s  t h a t  was t h e  land-owning 
b lacks .  See, many b lacks ,  l i k e  my grandfa ther  and a l l ,  owned l and  
h e r e  and they were q u i t e  prosperous. The Smiths had one of t h e  b igges t  
far- you could t h i n k  of  o u t  h e r e  a t  Lanesv i l l e ,  I l l i n o i s .  That 's t h e  
ances to r s  of Harr ison Smith. And I had another  uncle ,  Nathan Smith, 
my grandmother's b r o t h e r ,  who owned a huge farm out  h e r e  on Stevenson 
Drive, now where Laketown shopping area is. So they were landowners, 
bu t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  couldn ' t  remain h e r e  when they  got  a l i t t l e  educat ion 
because t h e r e  was noth ing  f o r  them t o  do, so they  went away. So we 
have--we don' t  have h e r i t a g e .  Now, Harr ison Smith is one of t h e  few, 
you n i g h t  say, of our  people whom you can t r a c e  his background back t o  
t h e  e a r l y  t i m e s ,  because they  j u s t  had t o  go away. 

Q. Y e s ,  b u t  somehow they were a b l e  t o  s t e m  t h e  t i d e .  

A .  Yes. I f  you wanted work, you had t o  go o t h e r  p laces .  Most of them 
went South. For Ins tance ,  t h a t ' s  where I--I taught  f i r s t  a t  Metropol is ,  
I l l i n o i s ,  and then  I went t o  Lincoln Univers i ty  i n  J e f f e r s o n  Ci ty ,  
[Missouri].  Then when I--my f i r s t  husband d i ed ,  and I went back and 
got  my mas ter ' s  degree; I had t o  go t o  Greensboro [North Caro l ina] .  And 
when I came back he re  i n  1953, I could no t  g e t  a job teaching  i n  Spring- 
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f i e l d .  With a l l  . . . 
Q. A s  l a t e  as 1953? 

A .  We didn ' t  have a black teacher i n  1953. Mae Hammonds was the  
f i r s t  one we ever had here, and she came i n  somewhere l a t e r  i n  the  
1950's. And I had been teaching f o r  years,  but  1 wasn't accepted as 
a teacher i n  Spr ingf ie ld ,  see. This is. . . . 
Q. That 's  amazing. Wow, what about--could we go back t o  t h e  mine 
and t h e  r i o t  and so  fo r th .  Is the re  any o the r  of your r e l a t i v e s ,  your 
uncle o r  anybody, t h a t  worked i n  t h e  mine? 

A .  Yes, my Uncle Louis was a ho i s t ing  engineer f o r  t h e  mines, oh, fo r  
a long time, way up u n t i l  t h e  1930's. H e  worked up a t  Woodside, and he 
a l so  worked a t  t h e  mine at M t .  Pulaski .  I don't  know which one. 

Q. So even though your Uncle George l e f t  the mine because of t h e  r i o t ,  
your Uncle Louis did stay? 

A. Yes, he stayed. In f a c t ,  he died i n  Springfield;  he never d id  
leave  Springfield.  But he became a t inner  and had h i s  own business, 
and put i n  furnaces and d i d  t i n  work around here.  But he had a hard 
time because he'd want t o  h i r e  Negro men and he  couldn't  because they 
couldn't  belong t o  the  union. Reverend Lyman Hubbard, whom I ' m  su re  
you remember, worked wlth my uncle f o r  a long, long time, but he had 
t o  work as a helper because of the  union d i f f i c u l t i e s .  And t h e  same 
way with Vern Ocrey, who i s  here now, t h a t  does a great  deal  of t i n  
work on t h e  s i d e ,  besides h i s  regular  job. H e  learned from my uncle, 
and when my uncle d ied  he l e f t  him a l l  h i s  equipment. But he a l s o  
had t o  work a s  a helper.  It was impossible t o  work because they 
couldn' t  jo in  t h e  union. 

But my uncle was h i s  o m  boss, and he d idn ' t  have t o  jo in  the  unfon. 
See, i f  f t ' s  your business,  you don't  have t o  belong. Now i f  he got a 
b ig  job--doing t h e  roof f o r  the  Roxy Theater,  which is  one of t h e  
things he  did do a t  one time--he had a d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  ge t t ing  help ,  
because i f  he  had anybody up the re  t h a t  wasn't a union person, then t h e  
union would picket .  So i f  you had an independent business,  you suffered.  

Q. You s u f f e r o n e  way o r  t h e  a the r .  

A .  When I was ge t t ing  my master 's degree, I did ' two papers i n  l i e u  of 
t h e s i s ,  and one of them was on small businesses and occupations of t h e  
Negro i n  Springfield,  I l l i n o i s .  I found then one man who was a cement 
contrac tor ,  and he employed h i s  sons. H e  was t e l l i n g  me what a d i f f i -  
c u l t  time he  had with h i s  business because of t h e  union. But they 
f i n a l l y  accepted him and h i s  two sons; but  he could not h i r e  anybody, 
hardly,  outs ide  of h i s  family, unless he  h i red  white because of t h e  
union. So we've always had a b i g  problem here ,  a s  far as unions are 
concerned, i n  allowing a black man t o  become a p a r t  of t h e  construction 
industry,  and t h a t ' s  one of our b igges t  indus t r i e s .  
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We had q u i t e  a lot: of t r o u b l e  wi th  t h a t  i n  my own family because my 
Uncle George was--I mean, my Uncle W i l l i a m  [Hubbard] was a ca rpen te r ,  
and an  e x c e l l e n t  one. And w a s  t h e  f i r s t  Negro, r e a l l y ,  on t h e  school  
board h e r e  back i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900's  when they  were appointed.  My 
Uncle William was on t h e  school  board. D r .  [Edwin] Lee w a s  t h e  f i r s t  
e l e c t e d  b lack ,  bu t  my Uncle W i l l i a m  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  b l ack  t o  a c t u a l l y  
s e rve  on t h e  school  board i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q. How many terms d id  h e  serve? 

A. That: I couldn ' t  t e l l  you; I j u s t  know t h a t  he w a s .  And my mother 
was q u i t e  incensed when everybody was going around saying t h a t  D r .  Lee 
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  b l ack  an  t h e  school  board. ( laughs)  " ~ e  i s  not! My 
b ro the r  W i l l i a m  was. " ( laughs)  

Q. But h e  w a s  appointed.  

A. But he  w a s  appointed,  because a t  t h a t  t ime they  d i d n ' t  e l e c t  
school  board members; they  were a l l  appointed. 

Q. Do you remember when they  s t a r t e d  t o  elect? 

A. No, I don' t  know t h a t .  I know t h a t  back i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900's he  w a s  
appointed,  and t h e  o t h e r  members were appointed, too ,  so  i t  must have 
been sometime a f t e r  1900, anyway, t h a t  they e l e c t e d  school  board members. 

Q. Now, you s a i d  t h a t  t h ings  were never t h e  same a f t e r  t h e  r i o t .  

A. No, they weren ' t  because--1 can only t e l l  you t h i s  by hearsay.  

Q. Yes. 

A.  But, one of the reasons why they  destroyed Loper's Restaurant was 
because he  d i d n ' t  mind se rv ing  b lacks .  And my mother s a i d  [ t h a t ]  be fo re  
t h e  r i o t  they could e a t  anyplace. There w a s  one confect ionary h e r e ,  
S tewar t ' s ,  t h a t  was a very  love ly  p lace ;  and you could always go t o  
S tewar t ' s  and have a soda o r  whatever you wanted t o  g e t  i n  t h e  confect ion-  
ary  l i n e  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  r i o t .  Then you couldn ' t  go anyplace. And I 
remember when I w a s  a small girl--and you used t o  g e t  i c e  cream sodas-- 
and t h e  only d rugs to re  i n  town where a b lack  could g e t  an i c e  cream soda 
was  Clarkson 's  which a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  on S ix th  S t r e e t  between Adarns and 
Monroe. Afterwards they  moved on the corner  of  S ix th  and Monroe where 
Coe's bookstore is  now--it's someone else's name bu t  it was Coe's. 

Q. Haines [and Ess i ck ' s ] .  

A. And every Sunday I would go t o  Sunday school .  I ' d  g e t  on t h e  s t r e e t -  
car--mother would give me so much money t o  pu t  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  and a 
nickel  f o r  an ice cream soda. It only cost a nickel .  And every Sunday 
a f t e r  Sunday school ,  Maimi Stewart ,  then--she i s  now, Donnegan,--and 
another  l i t t l e  g i r l  and I would go down S ix th  Street t o  Clarkson 's  
Drugstore and get--I always got  a chocola te  i ce  cream soda. ( l augh te r )  
And then  we got  an  t h e  c a r  and came home. But it  w a s  t h e  only p l ace  i n  
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town, where a black person could get  an i c e  cream soda. And t h a t  was 
a f t e r  the  r i o t .  That was along about 1912 ,  I guess, o r  someplace 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. What about t h e  thea te r s ,  could . . . 
A .  No, before the  r i o t  you could go. After  t h a t  they had segregated 
places f o r  you, usual ly  i n  t h e  balcony. I remember t h a t  "Uncle Tomas 
Cabin" came here.  My f a t h e r  took me t o  see "Uncle Tom's Cabin" a t  t h e  
o l d  Chatterton Opera House, and w e  s a t  up i n  the  balcony on t h e  l e f t  
s ide .  And I was q u i t e  enthused over "Uncle Tomjs Cabin1' which was being 
acted out .  And t h e  only time t h a t  we s a t  downstairs, i n  my younger 
days that I can remember, a t  Chatterton's ,  was one t i m e  when Burt 
Williams was here,  and h i s  company. I don' t  know whether they had one 
night  f o r  blacks, o r  how it was, but  I remember t h a t  we s a t  down i n  
the  d ress  c i r c l e  and. . . . 
Q. And t h i s  was who, Burt Williams? 

A. Burt Williams. I w a s  so  small I can' t  remember much, but he--you 
have heard of Burt Williams, I know. He was a very noted comedian, 
and so  very capable t h a t  he could j u s t  s t i c k  h i s  hand out  clothed i n  a 
white glove, out  of t h e  cur ta in ,  and people would laugh, you know. And 
my folk took me t o  see  Burt Williams because they f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was 
something t h a t  I should know, and we did sit downstairs i n  Chatterton's  
Opera House. And everybody was so  excited,  because they had l i t t l e  
places on the  back of t h e  s e a t  where you could put  in a coin and get  a 
l i t t l e  box of chocolates. And I thought t h i s  was t h e  most marvelous 
th ing t h a t  I ever saw i n  my l i f e !  (laughs) 

Q. And they d idn ' t  have t h a t  u p s t a i r s ,  of course? 

A. No, no, no. That was downstairs. But I don't remember ever a t  any 
other  time being downstairs i n  a t h e a t e r  u n t i l  my cousin, John and the  
NAACP sued them a l l  here and opened up thea te r s  f o r  them. But t h i s  a l l  
happened a f t e r  t h e  r i o t .  

Q. Now, f o r  t h e  r i o t  i t s e l f ,  I know you were q u i t e  young. Is t h e r e  
anything you know about it o r  heard them say about i t?  

A .  Oh yes. My Aunt Sal had a res tauran t  downtown on Washington S t r e e t  
between Eighth and Ninth, and she had an apartment u p s t a i r s  over t h e  
res tauran t  and she l ived  there .  And she called-and now, t h i s  is ,  I 
can only t e l l  you what my mother sa id .  I can remember j u s t  one o r  two 
th ings  about it  myself; I was a l i v e  and here,  but .  . . . But t h e  
shooting was so  th ick  that my aunt ca l l ed  my mother up and l e t  her 
l i s t e n  through t h e  receiver  a t  t h e  shooting, t h e  b u l l e t s  f ly ing ,  dam-.- 
town. And next door t o  us l i v e d  t h e  Wilsons, and as I t o l d  you, M r .  W i l -  

s o n l s w i f e  was  my grandmother's s i s t e r .  I have some p ic tu res  of her  here.  
( shuff les  through papers) She was a l s o  an octoroon. There she is. 

Q. Oh, I see. 

A .  Many people thought she was white,  and because they thought she was 




























































































































































































































































































