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PREFACE 

This  manuscript i s  t h e  product of tape-recorded in te rv iews  conducted 
by Reverend N. L.  McPherson f o r  t he  O r a l  His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty  i n  February, 1975. Carolyn Donaldson t r ansc r ibed  
t h e  tape and Kay MacLean ed i t ed  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Mrs. Ferguson w a s  born August 13, 1904 i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  
She a t tended  school  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  and went on t o  t h e  Univers i ty  of 
I l l i n o i s  t o  r e c e i v e  an  A.B. and an M.A. i n  Home Economics. She talks 
candidly about Sp r ing f i e ld  and t h e  Black community, oppor tun i t i e s  and 
l a c k  of o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and d i sc r imina t ion  i n  t h e  community. As a 
s o c i a l  worker f o r  t h e  Sangamon County o f f i c e  of Child and Family 
Serv ice  she  counseled many of t h e  black youth. She remained a c t i v e  
i n  community a c t i v i t i e s  i n t o  her  r e t i r emen t  years .  M r s .  Ferguson 
d i ed  September 17, 1979. 

Readers of t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  
a t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in te rv iewer ,  n a r r a t o r  
and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  
t h a t  is  inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univ- 
e r s i t y  is  not  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of the memoir, 
nor f o r  views expressed the re in ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be r ead ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not  be  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral  His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Margaret Ferguson, February 11, 1975, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Reverend N. L.  McPherson, In te rv iewer .  

Q. Mrs. Ferguson, I n o t i c e  you have a c h a r t  here,  and would you want 
t o  exp la in  what t h i s  c h a r t  i s  about? 

A. Well, t h i s  is my family t r e e  on my mother 's s i d e  of t h e  house. My 
mother was El izabe th  Hubbard Wilkins,  and she  w a s  born he re  i n  Spring- 
f i e l d ,  J u l y  20, 1876. This  i s  h e r  f a t h e r  and mother. Her f a t h e r  was 
James Edward Hubbard--you can g e t  t h e  names o f f  here--and he was born 
i n  1837, and he d ied  i n  1910. And h i s  w i fe  was Martha Jane  Smith  
Hubbard, who w a s  born i n  1850 and d i ed  i n  1904. Now, they were from 
Campbellsvi l le ,  Kentucky, and t h e r e  a r e  some very  i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings  
about  t h e i r  background. My grandmother, of course,  was born be fo re  
s l ave ry  w a s  over  and she  was an  octoroon. I have h e r  p i c t u r e  here. 
And I a l s o  have t h e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  l a te  John Wilson's mother who was 
my grandmother's s i s t e r ,  except t h a t  my grandmother w a s  German and 
Mrs. Wilson was I r i s h .  

Q. Oh, I see .  

A .  My grandmother was a Buchanan. Some people say her f a t h e r  was t h e  
b ro the r  of P re s iden t  Buchanan, ( laughs)  and some say  t h e  cousin.  I 
don ' t  know which, bu t  she  was a Buchanan; bu t  of course ,  she  went by 
t h e  nhme of Srbith which w a s  her  mother 's  name. 

And t h e  very funny th ing  about  i t ,  t h a t  later on when we had t o  d e a l  
wi th  some property,  my uncle  went down t o  Campbellsvi l le  t o  look up 
some m a t e r i a l  about t h e  proper ty  and he found t h a t  my grandmother's 
b i r t h  had been recorded I n  t h e  county cour t .  And t h e  reason why it had 
been recorded w a s  because h e r  f a t h e r  w a s  a bachelor  and he  had two o l d  
maid s i s t e r s ,  and t h e r e  were no c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  family,  and s o  they 
had--the s i s t e r s  had planned t o  t ake  my grandmother. But when my grand- 
mother was born, her mother d i d n ' t  want t o  r e l i n q u i s h  h e r ,  and s o  she  
s tayed wi th  t h e  Smith family. But they  were so  anxious t o  g e t  he r  t h a t  
they  had recorded t h e  b i r t h ,  and t h a t  w a s  very  unusual f o r  back i n  
1850, t o  have a b i r t h  recorded. And t h i s  i s  h e r  p i c t u r e ,  s o  you s e e  
what I mean when I say  she  was an octoroon. ( laughs)  

Q. Of your grandmother? 

A.  hat's my mother 's mother. 

Q. Yes, maternal  grandmother then.  

A. Yes. I used t o  have a t i n t y p e  of my great-grandmother, bu t  among 
a l l  of t h e  ch i ld ren ,  i t  got  away. She was what you c a l l ,  I guess,  a 
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quadroon . 
Q. I see .  

A. My grandfa ther  and h i s  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  were r ea red  on a very 
va luab le  p i ece  of proper ty ,  and it became t h e i r s  a f t e r  t h e  war w a s  
over.  Is t h a t  something about t h a t ?  

Q. No.  This  i s  a p i c t u r e  of your maternal  grandmother? 

A .  Tha t ' s  my maternal  grandmother. 

Q. Okay. I was j u s t  looking t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  was any d a t e  on i t  when 
i t . . .  

A.  No, t h a t  was taken when she  d ied ;  t h a t  w a s  1904. 

Q. Oh, I see .  Okay. 

A .  See, she  d ied  May 2, 1904. You see ,  i n  t hose  days it  was q u i t e  
t h e  t h i n g  t o  pu t  t h e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  person wi th  a l l  t h e  f lowers  t h a t  
came t o  t h e  fune ra l ,  and then  t a k e  a p i c t u r e  l i k e  t h i s .  When my mother 
d ied ,  w e  had two of t hose  p i c t u r e s ,  and I--and one of my grandfa ther  
taken t h e  same way. I t r i e d  t o  s h a r e  as much a s  I could wi th  my f i r s t  
cous ins ,  and so I got  t h i s  one and I s e n t  one t o  another  first cousin.  
And I s e n t  my g randfa the r ' s  t o  another  f i r s t  cousin,  and a l a r g e  
p i c t u r e  t h a t  I found i n  t h e  a t t i c ,  of my grandfa ther ,  t o  another  one. 
So w e  shared them up t h a t  way. 

Now, they  had e leven  ch i ld ren ,  and my mother w a s  t h e  f i f t h  c h i l d  i n  
t h a t  group. In t h e  e a r l y  1 8 7 0 t s ,  I suppose about 1874, they  came from 
Campbellsvi l le ,  Kentucky--that w a s  their home--here t o  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I 
have a deed he re  where my grandfa ther  bought our o ld  home p l ace  ou t  
t h e r e  on Eleventh and Ash i n  1800vand--I mean, yes, 1878. And-he pa id  
f o r  i t ,  $550. ( laughs)  It's on here .  

Q. Well, t h a t ' s  wonderful. 

A .  When I so ld  i t  he re  a couple o r  s o  yea r s  ago, i t  w a s  appra ised  a t  
$38,000. But when they bought i t ,  i t  only had one two-room house on i t .  
Every time they  had another  c h i l d ,  my grandfa ther  br icked  on another  
room u n t i l  w e  f i n a l l y  ended up wi th  n ine  rooms and every wa l l  i n  t h e  
house was solid br i ck .  You couldn ' t  hang a p i c t u r e ;  i t  w a s  impossible  
t o ,  you know, put  a n a i l  i n  t h e  w a l l  because they  had . . . 
Q. So l id  brick.  

A .  It had become a two-story house; each time, they 'd j u s t  b r icked  on 
another  room. And then  they  had a l a r g e  o ld  summer k i t chen  out  i n  t h e  
back where they  d i d  a l l  t h e i r  cooking. When my mother and f a t h e r  took 
t h e  house over  i n  1910, I guess,  o r  1908 o r  somewhere around t h e r e ,  
they moved t h e  summer k i t chen  up and a t t ached  it t o  t h e  house and made 
another  large s o r t  of a family room. I remember, when I was small, i t  
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was ki tchen and family room together .  So t h a t  t h a t  p iece  of property 
had been i n  our family a s  an owned piece  of property fox many, many 
years.  And I do have a deed of my grandmother's place down i n  Pulaski  
County [ I l l i n o i s ] ,  and I t r i e d  t o  f ind  i t  t h i s  morning and I couldn' t .  
So I can say my people have been property owners fo r  a long time. 

But they were before  then, because when my grandfather  died i n  1910-- 
I have a th ing here,  I can ' t  hardly  read a l l  of i t ,  which was an 
inventory of what he l e f t .  And among t h e  th ings  was one-f i f th  i n t e r e s t  
i n  two hundred ac res  i n  Campbellsville,  Kentucky. And t h a t ,  h i s  
family owned t h a t  i n  Campbellsville, Kentucky, before he came t o  
Spr ingf ie ld  i n  t h e  ea r ly  1800's. And t h a t ' s  what w e  were i n t e r e s t e d  
i n ,  going back t o  Kentucky t o  f ind  ou t ,  when w e  found out  t h a t  my 
grandmother's b i r t h  had been reg i s t e red .  Because i n  looking i n  t h e  
f i l e s  t o  look up t h i s  p iece  of property,  t h i s  two hundred a c r e s  down 
the re ,  why, they found out  about my grandmother's b i r t h .  But t h a t  was 
an inventory made when my grandfather  died a s  t o  what he had l e f t ,  and 
t h e  i n t e r e s t  he had i n  var ious  p ieces  of real e s t a t e ;  and he d i d  have 
one-fif th i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  two hundred a c r e  farm. 

Q. Now, what became of . . . 
A. O f  t h e  farm? 

Q. . . . t h i s  farm? 

A. That's--I have some papers here  f o r  t h a t ,  too. When my grandfather  
died i n  1910, the  family here  wanted t o  claim t h e  one-fif th i n t e r e s t  
t h a t  they had i n  t h i s  two hundred ac res ,  which was very valuable property 
f o r  t h a t  rime i n  Kentucky. So we s e n t  a Negro--1 guess I'm supposed t o  
say black (laughs), .-.  . 
Q. No, whichever one t h a t  you . . . 
A. . . . black lawyer from here  by t h e  name of A. Morris Williams down 
t o  see  about t h e  place.  When t h e  white people down t h e r e  found t h a t  we 
wanted t o  get our i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  two hundred ac res ,  they s a i d  t h a t  i t  
would have t o  be sold  because my great-grandparents had died without 
w i l l s ,  and they had these  f i v e  sons, and i t  had t o  be s p l i t  up. So it  
was sold  f o r  a very small amount of money. I have another l e t t e r  here  
t h a t  t h e  lawyer wrote t o  my mother t o  have a l l  of t h e  people i n  t h e  
family, he r  sisters and brothers ,  s ign  t o  r e l inqu i sh  t h e i r  p a r t  so it 
could be so ld ,  I have it here  where they a l l  signed it  and t h e i r  various 
ages. And I t h i n k  they a l l  got something like a hundred d o l l a r s  apiece.  
It was sold  f o r  a very, very small amount. My mother always f e l t  t h a t  
they had paid M r .  Williams not  t o  push the  case.  So, while they owned 
t h a t  valuable p iece  of land,  they d idn ' t  r e a l l y  get  anything out  of i t ,  
because i t  was q u i t e  a large piece  of  land.  

Q. Was it being farmed, o r  what was . . . 
A. It was a farm, a two hundred acre farm. But I understand it  was i n  
a very f e r t i l e  p lace  and was a very valuable p iece  of land,  and they 
were very anxious t o  get  i t  away from the  blacks who owned it. It had 
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become--how we got: i t  I don' t  r e a l l y  know, bu t  somewhere when s l a v e r y  
w a s  over, o r  maybe before ,  t h e  family had acqui red  t h i s  piece of land .  
But t h a t  w a s  q u i t e  a s i z e a b l e  p i ece  of  l and  f o r  b lacks  t o  own a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  time. And I do know t h a t  each one got  a l i t t l e  t i n y  p i ece  
ou t  of i t ,  but  no t  very much. 

Q. Not much. Okay, so  w e  were s t a r t i n g  on expla in ing  t h e  family t r e e .  

A. Oh yes,  w e l l ,  I s a i d  t h e r e  were e leven  c h i l d r e n  and my mother was 
t h e  f i f t h  c h i l d .  She was El izabe th  Katherine [Hubbard], and she  was 
born J u l y  20, 1876 and she  d ied  February 14 ,  1968, s o  she  w a s  9 1  
yea r s  o ld .  ( laughs)  

Q. And h e r  name was El izabe th .  

A. E l izabe th  Katherine.  

Q. How do you s p e l l  t h a t  Katherine? 

A .  K-A-T-H-E-R-I-N-E. 

Q. Okay. 

A. And, oh, h e r  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  a r e  spread a l l  over t h e  country- 
s i d e .  The only two t h a t  ever  s tayed  h e r e  was my mother and h e r  b r o t h e r ,  
Louis [Hubbard]. And my uncle  was a tin--well ,  i n  t h e  l a t e x  yea r s  he  
was a t i n  . . . 
Q. A t i n n e r ?  

A. A t i n n e r ,  yes ,  and h e  had h i s  own bus iness ,  and he  put  i n  furnaces  
and d i d  t i n  work. But i n  t h e  e a r l y  days he was a s t a t i o n a r y  engineer  
f o r  t h e  mines. H e  worked f o r  Woodside Mine, and he a l s o  worked f o r  one 
of t h e  mines up near  Mt. Pulaski, [ I l l i n o i s ] ;  and he d id  t h a t  f o r  a 
good many years .  I n  f a c t ,  a g r e a t  many of h e r  b r o t h e r s  worked f o r  t h e  
mines. 

My Uncle George [Hubbard] w a s  a l s o  an engineer  f o r  Woodside Mine. He 
r a n  t h e  h o i s t i n g  e l e v a t o r  t h a t  l e t  t h e  miners down i n  t h e  mine, and up. 
And when t h e  r i o t  came, he  was on duty; and some of t h e  men--about t h e  
second n i g h t  of  t h e  riot--decided t h a t  they  wanted t o  do away wi th  him 
because they f e l t  t h a t  a b l ack  should no t  have t h a t  kind of a job; i t  
was a very  important job.  And s o  they  were coming out--he was on t h e  
e a r l y  n i g h t  shift--and they  were coming out  t o  t h e  mine t o  k i l l  him. 
And a whi te  woman, my mother never  knew who, c a l l e d  h e r  and t o l d  h e r  t o  
ge t  him ou t  of t h e r e  because t h e  mob was on t h e  way. 

Well, our  house w a s  only about t h r e e  blocks from t h e  Woodside Mine. 
I t 's  where t h e  Winchester Hardware place i s  now, where you t a k e  your 
p i c t u r e s  t o  be  framed; and t h e r e ' s  a warehouse t h e r e ,  I ' v e  fo rgo t ton  
whose. It 's r i g h t  a t  t h e  corner  of Tenth and Ash. So my mother r an  up 
t h e r e  and t o l d  my Uncle George t o  go away. But i t ' s  aga ina t  t h e  law 
f o r  t h e  engineer  t o  l eave  whi le  t h e r e  a r e  men i n  t h e  mine, and so  he  
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couldn ' t  l eave .  But he had a b i cyc l e ,  so h e  got  h i s  b i c y c l e  a11 
ready, and he c a l l e d  t h e  t h i r d  engineer ,  who was white ,  and he  came. 
And when my uncle  s a w  t h e  t h i r d  engineer  t u r n  o f f  of Ash S t r e e t  i n t o  
t h e  mine, he got  his b i c y c l e  and rode  away. And so when t h e  mob got  
t h e r e ,  ( laughs)  t h e  t h i r d  engineer  was on duty; and he  was not  black,  
he w a s  white;  and h e  got  away.; But: then  he  d i d n ' t  g e t  h i s  job back. 

Q. H e  never--did he t r y  t o  g e t  i t  back? 

A. Well, I don' t  know about t h a t .  I meant he  had t o .  . . . Every- 
t h ing  changed h e r e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  between b lacks  and whites--where 
you could e a t ,  and what you could do, and a l l  t h a t  s o r t  of thing-- 
when t h e  r i o t  came. And so  then  he  took h i s  family and moved to-- 
we l l ,  they  went o u t  West t o  t r y  t o  homestead i n  t h e  Dakotas, and 
t h a t  d i d n ' t  pan ou t  so  w e l l ;  so  then  he  came back t o  D e t r o i t  and 
became s t a t i o n a r y  engineer  f o r  a l a r g e  h o t e l  t he re ,  and t h a t ' s  where 
he  s tayed  u n t i l  he  d ied .  But h e  got  h i s  f i r s t  job of t h a t  kind of 
work wi th  t h e  Woodside Mine here .  I suppose, i f  i t  hadn ' t  been f o r  
t h e  r i o t ,  he would have s tayed  here .  

That ' s  one t h i n g  about t h e  h e r i t a g e ,  t h e  b l ack  h e r i t a g e ,  of Spring- 
f i e l d .  We have wh i t e  f a m i l i e s  l i k e  t h e  Bunns and t h e  Lanphiers and 
t h e  Hickocks and a l l ,  whose c h i l d r e n  a r e  s t i l l  h e r e  running th ings ;  
b u t  wi th  t h e  middle c l a s s  black people who were he re  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
when t h e i r  ch i ld ren  got  any s o r t  of a foothold  o r  educat ion,  they  had 
t o  go away from h e r e  f o r  work, and then  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  married away. 
And s o  we don' t  have t h a t  h e r i t a g e .  W e  have a l o t  of young b lacks  
i n  h e r e  now wi th  very  good jobs,  bu t  t h e y ' r e  n o t  Sp r ing f i e ld  b lacks .  
They a r e  b lacks  who came h e r e  from o t h e r  places--Louisiana, Mis s i s s ipp i ,  
North Carol ina,  Maryland--if you g e t  t h e i r  backgrounds. 

We don ' t  have a h e r i t a g e  t h a t  is--we have a h e r i t a g e ,  bu t  it was not  
from, what you might say, t h e  middle c l a s s  t h a t  was t h e  land-owning 
b lacks .  See, many b lacks ,  l i k e  my grandfa ther  and a l l ,  owned l and  
h e r e  and they were q u i t e  prosperous. The Smiths had one of t h e  b igges t  
far- you could t h i n k  of  o u t  h e r e  a t  Lanesv i l l e ,  I l l i n o i s .  That 's t h e  
ances to r s  of Harr ison Smith. And I had another  uncle ,  Nathan Smith, 
my grandmother's b r o t h e r ,  who owned a huge farm out  h e r e  on Stevenson 
Drive, now where Laketown shopping area is. So they were landowners, 
bu t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  couldn ' t  remain h e r e  when they  got  a l i t t l e  educat ion 
because t h e r e  was noth ing  f o r  them t o  do, so they  went away. So we 
have--we don' t  have h e r i t a g e .  Now, Harr ison Smith is one of t h e  few, 
you n i g h t  say, of our  people whom you can t r a c e  his background back t o  
t h e  e a r l y  t i m e s ,  because they  j u s t  had t o  go away. 

Q. Y e s ,  b u t  somehow they were a b l e  t o  s t e m  t h e  t i d e .  

A .  Yes. I f  you wanted work, you had t o  go o t h e r  p laces .  Most of them 
went South. For Ins tance ,  t h a t ' s  where I--I taught  f i r s t  a t  Metropol is ,  
I l l i n o i s ,  and then  I went t o  Lincoln Univers i ty  i n  J e f f e r s o n  Ci ty ,  
[Missouri].  Then when I--my f i r s t  husband d i ed ,  and I went back and 
got  my mas ter ' s  degree; I had t o  go t o  Greensboro [North Caro l ina] .  And 
when I came back he re  i n  1953, I could no t  g e t  a job teaching  i n  Spring- 
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f i e l d .  With a l l  . . . 
Q. A s  l a t e  as 1953? 

A .  We didn ' t  have a black teacher i n  1953. Mae Hammonds was the  
f i r s t  one we ever had here, and she came i n  somewhere l a t e r  i n  the  
1950's. And I had been teaching f o r  years,  but  1 wasn't accepted as 
a teacher i n  Spr ingf ie ld ,  see. This is. . . . 
Q. That 's  amazing. Wow, what about--could we go back t o  t h e  mine 
and t h e  r i o t  and so  fo r th .  Is the re  any o the r  of your r e l a t i v e s ,  your 
uncle o r  anybody, t h a t  worked i n  t h e  mine? 

A .  Yes, my Uncle Louis was a ho i s t ing  engineer f o r  t h e  mines, oh, fo r  
a long time, way up u n t i l  t h e  1930's. H e  worked up a t  Woodside, and he 
a l so  worked a t  t h e  mine at M t .  Pulaski .  I don't  know which one. 

Q. So even though your Uncle George l e f t  the mine because of t h e  r i o t ,  
your Uncle Louis did stay? 

A. Yes, he stayed. In f a c t ,  he died i n  Springfield;  he never d id  
leave  Springfield.  But he became a t inner  and had h i s  own business, 
and put i n  furnaces and d i d  t i n  work around here.  But he had a hard 
time because he'd want t o  h i r e  Negro men and he  couldn't  because they 
couldn't  belong t o  the  union. Reverend Lyman Hubbard, whom I ' m  su re  
you remember, worked wlth my uncle f o r  a long, long time, but he had 
t o  work as a helper because of the  union d i f f i c u l t i e s .  And t h e  same 
way with Vern Ocrey, who i s  here now, t h a t  does a great  deal  of t i n  
work on t h e  s i d e ,  besides h i s  regular  job. H e  learned from my uncle, 
and when my uncle d ied  he l e f t  him a l l  h i s  equipment. But he a l s o  
had t o  work a s  a helper.  It was impossible t o  work because they 
couldn' t  jo in  t h e  union. 

But my uncle was h i s  o m  boss, and he d idn ' t  have t o  jo in  the  unfon. 
See, i f  f t ' s  your business,  you don't  have t o  belong. Now i f  he got a 
b ig  job--doing t h e  roof f o r  the  Roxy Theater,  which is  one of t h e  
things he  did do a t  one time--he had a d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  ge t t ing  help ,  
because i f  he  had anybody up the re  t h a t  wasn't a union person, then t h e  
union would picket .  So i f  you had an independent business,  you suffered.  

Q. You s u f f e r o n e  way o r  t h e  a the r .  

A .  When I was ge t t ing  my master 's degree, I did ' two papers i n  l i e u  of 
t h e s i s ,  and one of them was on small businesses and occupations of t h e  
Negro i n  Springfield,  I l l i n o i s .  I found then one man who was a cement 
contrac tor ,  and he employed h i s  sons. H e  was t e l l i n g  me what a d i f f i -  
c u l t  time he  had with h i s  business because of t h e  union. But they 
f i n a l l y  accepted him and h i s  two sons; but  he could not h i r e  anybody, 
hardly,  outs ide  of h i s  family, unless he  h i red  white because of t h e  
union. So we've always had a b i g  problem here ,  a s  far as unions are 
concerned, i n  allowing a black man t o  become a p a r t  of t h e  construction 
industry,  and t h a t ' s  one of our b igges t  indus t r i e s .  
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We had q u i t e  a lot: of t r o u b l e  wi th  t h a t  i n  my own family because my 
Uncle George was--I mean, my Uncle W i l l i a m  [Hubbard] was a ca rpen te r ,  
and an  e x c e l l e n t  one. And w a s  t h e  f i r s t  Negro, r e a l l y ,  on t h e  school  
board h e r e  back i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900's  when they  were appointed.  My 
Uncle William was on t h e  school  board. D r .  [Edwin] Lee w a s  t h e  f i r s t  
e l e c t e d  b lack ,  bu t  my Uncle W i l l i a m  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  b l ack  t o  a c t u a l l y  
s e rve  on t h e  school  board i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q. How many terms d id  h e  serve? 

A. That: I couldn ' t  t e l l  you; I j u s t  know t h a t  he w a s .  And my mother 
was q u i t e  incensed when everybody was going around saying t h a t  D r .  Lee 
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  b l ack  an  t h e  school  board. ( laughs)  " ~ e  i s  not! My 
b ro the r  W i l l i a m  was. " ( laughs)  

Q. But h e  w a s  appointed.  

A. But he  w a s  appointed,  because a t  t h a t  t ime they  d i d n ' t  e l e c t  
school  board members; they  were a l l  appointed. 

Q. Do you remember when they  s t a r t e d  t o  elect? 

A. No, I don' t  know t h a t .  I know t h a t  back i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900's he  w a s  
appointed,  and t h e  o t h e r  members were appointed, too ,  so  i t  must have 
been sometime a f t e r  1900, anyway, t h a t  they e l e c t e d  school  board members. 

Q. Now, you s a i d  t h a t  t h ings  were never t h e  same a f t e r  t h e  r i o t .  

A. No, they weren ' t  because--1 can only t e l l  you t h i s  by hearsay.  

Q. Yes. 

A.  But, one of the reasons why they  destroyed Loper's Restaurant was 
because he  d i d n ' t  mind se rv ing  b lacks .  And my mother s a i d  [ t h a t ]  be fo re  
t h e  r i o t  they could e a t  anyplace. There w a s  one confect ionary h e r e ,  
S tewar t ' s ,  t h a t  was a very  love ly  p lace ;  and you could always go t o  
S tewar t ' s  and have a soda o r  whatever you wanted t o  g e t  i n  t h e  confect ion-  
ary  l i n e  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  r i o t .  Then you couldn ' t  go anyplace. And I 
remember when I w a s  a small girl--and you used t o  g e t  i c e  cream sodas-- 
and t h e  only d rugs to re  i n  town where a b lack  could g e t  an i c e  cream soda 
was  Clarkson 's  which a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  on S ix th  S t r e e t  between Adarns and 
Monroe. Afterwards they  moved on the corner  of  S ix th  and Monroe where 
Coe's bookstore is  now--it's someone else's name bu t  it was Coe's. 

Q. Haines [and Ess i ck ' s ] .  

A. And every Sunday I would go t o  Sunday school .  I ' d  g e t  on t h e  s t r e e t -  
car--mother would give me so much money t o  pu t  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  and a 
nickel  f o r  an ice cream soda. It only cost a nickel .  And every Sunday 
a f t e r  Sunday school ,  Maimi Stewart ,  then--she i s  now, Donnegan,--and 
another  l i t t l e  g i r l  and I would go down S ix th  Street t o  Clarkson 's  
Drugstore and get--I always got  a chocola te  i ce  cream soda. ( l augh te r )  
And then  we got  an  t h e  c a r  and came home. But it  w a s  t h e  only p l ace  i n  
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town, where a black person could get  an i c e  cream soda. And t h a t  was 
a f t e r  the  r i o t .  That was along about 1912 ,  I guess, o r  someplace 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. What about t h e  thea te r s ,  could . . . 
A .  No, before the  r i o t  you could go. After  t h a t  they had segregated 
places f o r  you, usual ly  i n  t h e  balcony. I remember t h a t  "Uncle Tomas 
Cabin" came here.  My f a t h e r  took me t o  see "Uncle Tom's Cabin" a t  t h e  
o l d  Chatterton Opera House, and w e  s a t  up i n  the  balcony on t h e  l e f t  
s ide .  And I was q u i t e  enthused over "Uncle Tomjs Cabin1' which was being 
acted out .  And t h e  only time t h a t  we s a t  downstairs, i n  my younger 
days that I can remember, a t  Chatterton's ,  was one t i m e  when Burt 
Williams was here,  and h i s  company. I don' t  know whether they had one 
night  f o r  blacks, o r  how it was, but  I remember t h a t  we s a t  down i n  
the  d ress  c i r c l e  and. . . . 
Q. And t h i s  was who, Burt Williams? 

A. Burt Williams. I w a s  so  small I can' t  remember much, but he--you 
have heard of Burt Williams, I know. He was a very noted comedian, 
and so  very capable t h a t  he could j u s t  s t i c k  h i s  hand out  clothed i n  a 
white glove, out  of t h e  cur ta in ,  and people would laugh, you know. And 
my folk took me t o  see  Burt Williams because they f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was 
something t h a t  I should know, and we did sit downstairs i n  Chatterton's  
Opera House. And everybody was so  excited,  because they had l i t t l e  
places on the  back of t h e  s e a t  where you could put  in a coin and get  a 
l i t t l e  box of chocolates. And I thought t h i s  was t h e  most marvelous 
th ing t h a t  I ever saw i n  my l i f e !  (laughs) 

Q. And they d idn ' t  have t h a t  u p s t a i r s ,  of course? 

A. No, no, no. That was downstairs. But I don't remember ever a t  any 
other  time being downstairs i n  a t h e a t e r  u n t i l  my cousin, John and the  
NAACP sued them a l l  here and opened up thea te r s  f o r  them. But t h i s  a l l  
happened a f t e r  t h e  r i o t .  

Q. Now, f o r  t h e  r i o t  i t s e l f ,  I know you were q u i t e  young. Is t h e r e  
anything you know about it o r  heard them say about i t?  

A .  Oh yes. My Aunt Sal had a res tauran t  downtown on Washington S t r e e t  
between Eighth and Ninth, and she had an apartment u p s t a i r s  over t h e  
res tauran t  and she l ived  there .  And she called-and now, t h i s  is ,  I 
can only t e l l  you what my mother sa id .  I can remember j u s t  one o r  two 
th ings  about it  myself; I was a l i v e  and here,  but .  . . . But t h e  
shooting was so  th ick  that my aunt ca l l ed  my mother up and l e t  her 
l i s t e n  through t h e  receiver  a t  t h e  shooting, t h e  b u l l e t s  f ly ing ,  dam-.- 
town. And next door t o  us l i v e d  t h e  Wilsons, and as I t o l d  you, M r .  W i l -  

s o n l s w i f e  was  my grandmother's s i s t e r .  I have some p ic tu res  of her  here.  
( shuff les  through papers) She was a l s o  an octoroon. There she is. 

Q. Oh, I see. 

A .  Many people thought she was white,  and because they thought she was 
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white ,  they  f e l t  t h a t  M r .  Wilson was married t o  a whi te  woman. And 
t h a t  was a time when they  were be ing  very  angry about a l l  t h e  b l ack  men 
married t o  whi te  women he re  i n  town. Matter  of  f a c t ,  t h a t ' s  why [William] 
Donnegan was hung, because he  had a whi te  wife .  And so  they were going 
t o  come o u t  t o  get M r .  Wilson. ( laughs)  But M r .  Wilson was a very  in- 
dependent man; one of t h e s e  men t h a t ,  "They a r e n ' t  going t o  do anything 
t o  me," so  he w a s  going t o  go downtown t o  f i n d  out  what w a s  happening. 
And t h i n g s  were going s o  hard t h a t  he  got  up on t o p  of a bu i ld ing ,  and 
he  had t o  s t a y  t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t  because t h e  bullets were whizzing around 
s o  he  couldn ' t  g e t  o f f .  ( l augh te r )  

Q. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. But the next  morning, someway, e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, I guess before  
daybreak, he  d i d  g e t  back home. And they  had a l a r g e  c i s t e r n  i n  t h e i r  
backyard, which was j u s t  between t h e  house and t h e  fence ,  and i t  w a s  
boarded over .  You had t o  walk a c r o s s  t h e  c i s t e r n  t o  g e t  around t h e  
house i f  you came around t h e  house. He  took a l l  t h e  boards o f f  t h e  top 
of t h i s  b i g  c i s t e r n ,  and then  he got  him a shotgun. He  s a i d  he was 
going t o  s i t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h a t  c i s t e r n ,  and i f  they came out  
t h e r e  a f t e r  him, he w a s  going t o  sit over  t h e r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  wi th  
h i s  shotgun and they  would f a l l  i n  t h e  c i s t e r n  ( laughs)  when they  came 
around t h e  house. But they  never  d id  come. 

But my own f a t h e r  w a s  an  e x t r e m d y  fair  man, too .  Tha t ' s  he when he  
w a s  young ( i n d i c a t e s  photograph). And I ' v e  got another  p i c t u r e .  
( r u s s l e s  through papers) And t h i s  is  he  l a t e x  on, and h i s  s i s t e r .  

Q. A p i c t u r e  of your f a t h e r .  

A. Y e s .  We had neighbors  ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  who were English; they  
worked i n  t h e  coal mines. And we had l o t s  of ch ina  and l o v e l y  th ings ,  
some of which I have many of now. You can take t h a t  ou t  i f  you want. 
( r e f e r s  t o  a photograph) 

Q. Okay. 

A. My mother was s o  a f r a i d  t h a t  we would have trouble--and she  d i d n ' t  
want a l l  t h i s  l o v e l y  Havelind and every th ing  t o  be destroyed--that t h e  
English people ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  s a i d  t h a t  i f  we could put  i t  i n  a b i g  
wash baske t  t h a t  they 'd t a k e  i t  over  t o  t h e i r  house. So we got  one of 
t h e s e  b i g  wicker wash baskets, and she  packed a l l  t h i s  l ove ly  s t u f f  i n  
t he re .  Some people who worked a t  t h e  mine wi th  M r .  Earnsworth saw us 
t ak ing  it over  t he re .  So when M r .  Farnsworth came t o  work, they t o l d  
him t h a t  i f  he  d i d n ' t  b r i n g  i t  back, they were going t o  burn h i s  house 
down. 

That ' s  my f a t h e r ' s  s i s t e r  and he r  younger daughter ,  There 's  q u i t e  a 
little s t o r y  about t h a t .  That ' s  the  one I t h i n k  i s  t h e  grandmother of-- 
t h e  great-grandmother of Miss America. ( laughs)  I t h i n k  she  is. I 
donl.t: know whether I want t o  put  t h i s  i n  t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  but 1'11 te l l  
you about it.. 

Q. All r i g h t .  So d id  you have t o  . . . 
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A. I wouldn't want t o  l o s e  t h a t ;  i t ' s  the  only one I have. 

Q. No, w e l l ,  I ' d  better--yes. Well, did you . . . 
A. Anyway, they brought t h e  basket of china back. So, the re  was a 
family by the  name of Brown t h a t  l i v e d  on a farm out  where S t .  Joseph's 
home i s  now. That 's  on t h e  o ld  Dana Lawrence property which was 
M r .  ~ r o w n ' s  farm, he rented it .  A t  that: t i m e  t h a t  was q u i t e  a ways out 
of town, because t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s  was a long ways from there .  So many, 
many, many of us went out  the re  and stayed. I was out the re  until--a 
week, a t  l e a s t ,  u n t i l  everything calmed down i n  town. But my mather 
was so  fr ightened about our house, because my fa the r  worked f o r  t h e  
state--he worked f o r  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  f o r t y  two years--and some of the. 
. . . They l e t  him s t a y  over the re  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  f o r  a few of t h e  
n ights ,  so  our house was r e a l l y  unprotected, you see. She wanted t o  
come i n  and see  about her house, s o  M r .  Brown loaned her a horse and 
buggy, and she and one of t h e  neighbors drove i n .  And as they drove 
down Eleventh S t ree t ,  some of t h e  people came t o  the door and hol lered ,  
"We're going t o  get  you tonight ;  we're going t o  get  you tonight .  11 

Q. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. So my mother was so scared. When she got home, she ca l l ed  my 
f a t h e r  a t  the  statehouse;  he went up t o  t h e  adjutant  general ,  who was 
head of t h e  National Guard the re ,  with r i f l e s  and a l l  around. They 
d idn ' t  come, and we never had any more t h r e a t s  from anyone i n  t h e  
neighborhood. 

Q. And these  were neighbors t a lk ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  Well, they were some people about four o r  f i v e  blocks down Eleventh 
S t r e e t .  My mother d idn ' t  know who they were. They were not our immediate 
neighbors, because our immediate neighbors had been our neighbors as long 
as we had been the re .  The neighbor r i g h t  across the  s t r e e t  was a German 
family named Chrisman, and they had come t o  t h e i r  place about the  same 
time t h a t  my grandfather had back i n  1878. They had a l a r g e  vineyard and 
a t ruck garden l i k e  they had i n  Germany; i t  was from Eleventh S t r e e t  back 
t o  Thirteenth S t r e e t  on Ash S t ree t  and up t o  what: is  now Oak S t r e e t ,  and 
t h a t  was a l l  i n  t ruck garden and vineyards. That 's  the  way they made 
t h e i r  l iv ing .  Their name was Chrisman. Well, they were our--the child-  
ren  had grown up tobether;  they would not be a t tacking us. And I say, 
the  people across  the  s t r e e t  t h e  o ther  way were English and they worked 
i n  t h e  mines with my uncle. They w e r e  t ry ing  t o  help us ,  But these 
fo lk  who made t h e  t h r e a t s  were some f o l k  who l i v e d  four o r  five blocks 
down t h e  street who were . . . 
Q. This is  south of Ash? 

A. . . . you might say, newcomers. You see, a l l  that area i n  the re  
t h a t ' s  Warvard Park, my grandfather farmed. H e  rented i t ,  and he farmed 
it. And then i t  was made i n t o  a development sometime before he died, 
and named Harvard Park. And a l l  the s t r e e t s  are named f o r  col leges ;  
the re ' s  Bryn Mawr and Oberlin andwellesley and Yale Boulevard. Everything 
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i n  t h e r e  was named. . . . And one of t h e  things t h a t  they had i n  t h e i r  
tenant  w a s  [ t h a t ]  not anything could be sold t o  blacks, under no c i r -  
cumstances. Friends of ours wanted t o  buy a house j u s t  th ree  blocks-- 
t h r e e  housas--from us, th ree  houses south of Ash S t ree t ,  and when t h e  
people went t o  sel l  i t  t o  them, they found t h a t  t h i s  . . . 
Q. This clause.  

A .  . . . t h i s  clause was i n  the  deed t h a t  blacks could not .  So many 
of t h e  people who moved i n t o  some of these  houses t h a t  were being b u i l t  
down t h e r e  knew t h a t  t h a t  clause was i n  t h e i r  deed, and so they were 
very anti-black, you see? This i s  a very interesting--you can buy i n  
Barvard Park now. Who wants t o ?  (laughs) In  a way. But when Harvard 
Park was f i r s t  es tabl ished,  i t  was r i g h t  across the  s t r e e t  from us, and 
we had been l i v i n g  the re  a hundred years ,  but  the re  were clauses i n  a l l  
those deeds t h a t  not a l o t  could be sold f o r  blacks. And t h e  reason 
f o r  i t ,  I guess, was because we were l i v i n g  the re  and t h e  Hustons were 
living--where t h e  P a r i s  Cleaners a r e  now was t h e  Huston home. Margaret 
Pendergrass' grandfather. They owned a b ig  farm out here  on, I guess 
you'd c a l l  i t  Adloff Lane now, where the  Gaines a re .  Where t h e  o ld  
Gaines place is, r i g h t  next t o  i t  was the  Huston farm. And knowing 
t h a t  w e  were so  c lose ,  I guess they were a f r a i d  t h a t  maybe more wo3d 
t r y  t o  come out there .  In  f a c t ,  one black woman did get  a house. Not 
exact ly  i n  what i s  Harvard Park, because Harvard Park didn ' t  go any 
f u r t h e r  than Yale. But she had a house on t h e  orner of Ninth and Ash, E and t h a t ' s  r i g h t  across  from t h e  Allis-Chalmers place now. And they 
burned her  house. Her name was Jessie McClain, and she lived--she had 
l ived there--well, she moved the re  when I w a s  a l i t t l e  g i r l .  And a f t e r  
she had been the re  f o r  severa l  years ,  they burned her  house. And she 
j u s t  l ived  on t h e  corner of Ninth and Ash. But they were so  fr ightened 
t h a t  maybe some blacks might move south of Ash S t r e e t .  . . . 
Although I eventually had a cousin who does, Dorothy Hubbard's people, 
her  husband's people w e r e  my mother's f i r s t  cousins, did buy down the re  
i n  t h e  t h i r t y  hundred black, someplace down the re  on Eleventh S t r e e t .  
But they were. . . . I don't know how they got i t ,  but anyway, they, 
they. . . . And it s t i l l  is i n  black hands. But the re  was a great  deal  
of prejudice here  i n  property owning. Now t h a t  we're moving i n t o  a l l  
sec t ions  of t h e  c i t y ,  you don't  th ink so much about i t .  But I know the  
time when it  was very d i f f i c u l t  t o  buy i n  c e r t a i n  places.  And w e  had 
l i v e d  on t h a t  corner, as I sa id ,  s ince  1878, which was a long t i m e  
before t h e  r i o t ,  t h i r t y  years before the  r i o t .  

Q. Okay. Now, when your mother came i n  with t h i s  wagon t h a t  she had 
borrowed, d id  she t r y  t o  come back i n  before you a l l  moved back? 

A. Oh yes, she went back t h a t  n ight .  

Q. No, I mean, she went back out t o  Dana-Lawrence-...,. 

' ~ u i l d i n ~  on nor th  s i d e  of Ash between Tenth S t r e e t  and Yale 
Boulevarcl used by Allis-Chalmers and l a t e r  by I l l i n o i s  Department of 
Revenue. (Ed. ) 
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A. Out t o  Brown's farm, 

I Q. Yes, Brown's farm, but did she come back i n  . . . 

I A. The land was owned by M r s .  Dana Lawrence. 

I Q. Oh, I see.  

A. M r s .  Dana Lawrence owns t h a t  beau t i fu l  house over there  on Fourth 
S t r e e t  that: Frank Lloyd Wright is the  a r c h i t e c t .  You know on Fourth 
and I guess i t 's  Lawrence Avenue? 

Q. Yes. 

A. J u s t  south of t h e  YMCA the re  is  a very lovely house which is owned 
now by t h e  Black Publishing Company, t h a t  published t h e  medical books, 
t h a t  was done by Frank Lloyd Wright. One of t h e  lovely pieces of h i s  
a rch i t ec tu re  t h a t ' s  i n  existence.  And she was a Dana, and she married 
a man named Lawrence and t h i s  was M r s .  Dana ~ a w r e n c e ' s  farm t h a t  Brown 
rented,  see. Quite a l a r g e  farm. And Brown, of course, was colored. 

H i s  daughter married my uncle. (laughs) So t h a t  may be one of t h e  
reasons why we were out there .  We took refuge out  there .  See, many 
things happened here during the  r i o t .  Now, we were out  from town a long 
ways, but Colonel [Otis]  Duncan and John Slaughter and them, they l ived  
up the re  i n  t h e  packet where the  r i o t  was. Union Bapt is t  Church was on 
the corner of Twelfth and Mason. That 's why I say you should interview 
M r s .  Roll ins,  because she l ived  j u s t  next door t o  the  o ld  Union Bapt is t  
Church, and t h a t  was the  a rea  where many, many, many blacks l ived .  
St. John's Church was on F i f t een th  and Mason o r  somewhere, and the r i o t  
concentrated i n  t h a t  area.  

They broke i n  Colonel Duncan's house, i n t o  h i s  mother and f a t h e r ' s  house. 
And he had a saber--you see, he belonged t o  t h e  8 th  Regiment. See, the  
8 th  Regiment's home was i n  Chicago, but  they had companies a l l  over 
I l l i n o i s ,  and Company I was t h e  company here  i n  Springfield,  These 
were black companies and t h e  8 th  Regiment was a black regiment. And 
every year the  I l l i n o i s  National Guard [ s t a t e  m i l i t i a ]  had this encamp- 
ment here  i n  Springfield a t  Camp Lincoln, and of course, t h e  8 t h  Regiment 
always came down here  f o r  a week's encampment. 

O t i s  Duncan was a capta in  i n  Company I. A t  t h a t  t i m e ;  he l a t e r  became 
a f u l l  colonel.  H e  was a capta in  i n  Company I of t h e  8 th  Regiment, and 
he had a saber. When they had t h e i r  dress  parades i n  t h e  evening, they 
wore blue uniforms, and they wore swords. Tt was q u i t e  something t o  go 
out the re  a t  4 o 'clock i n  t h e  evening t o  see  dress  parade; it  was beauti- 
f u l .  I remember that: from the  time I was a l i t t l e  g i r l .  (laughs) He  
had t h e  saber hanging on t h e  wall a s  a decoration, during the  year, and 
the re  was q u i t e  a l a r g e  p ic tu re  on the  wall of h i s  mother. When the  mob 
broke i n  h l s  house, they took t h i s  saber off  t h e  wall  and gouged t h e  
eyes out  of h i s  mother's p ic ture .  So t h a t  was where they concentrated. 

That 's one thing--when the  people t a l k  about the  Humphreys here. There 
was a white huckster whose name--I only knew him a s  Slim Humphrey; he 
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probably has another name but they ca l l ed  him Slim Humphrey. H e  sold 
f resh  vegetables and f r u i t s  from h i s  huckster wagon, and he sold t o  
blacks. They were r e a l l y  h i s  s tock i n  t rade .  And I know he came t a  
our house many t i m e s .  And he  w a s  one of t h e  main l eaders  of t h e  m b ,  
going around showing people where . . . 
Q. Where blacks l ived .  

A .  . . . blacks l ived ,  see.  

Q. Is he r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  Humphrey Market? 

A. Yes, t h a t  have the  market down here on F i f t een th  S t ree t .  Of course, 
I don't blame these  Humphreys because they a r e  the  younger ones. But 
I don't r e a l l y  buy anything from Humphreys, and t h a t ' s  one of t h e  
reasons why I don't .  Because I remember, way back when I was a l i t t l e  
g i r l ,  t h e  Slim Humphrey, who was a huckster and came t o  our house o f t en  
t o  sel l  my mother vegetables and f r u i t ,  was one of the  main leaders  i n  
the  r i o t .  Because many white people d idn ' t  even know where Negroes 
l ived,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  not  t h e  ones t h a t  they wanted t o  harm o r  hur t .  
See, t h e  people t h a t  they harmed and hur t  were not r e a l l y  the  no-gooders. 
The Donnegan t h a t  they hung was a very n i c e  man. And O t i s  Duncan worked 
f o r  t h e  secre tary  of education--whoever, t h e  d i r e c t o r  I guess you'd 
c a l l  him then-and had fo r  years. He had a very good s t a t e  job. And 
he was a man of importance, so  they were very busy hur t ing some of t h e  
Negroes who . . . 
Q. Some of t h e  prominent ones. 

A. The prominent ones. And so, of course we were fr ightened,  you see.  
Because we, a l s o ,  were a f f luen t ;  w e  owned property. Many poor whites 
d idn ' t ,  because t h i s  town was f i l l e d  with what we used t o  c a l l  bohwnks. 
They were the  immigrants from Lithuania and Estonia and places l i k e  
t h a t ,  that  came here  t o  work i n  the  mines. They made more money than 
they'd ever made i n  t h e i r  l i f e t i m e .  And they all l ived  out here  i n  
t h i s  southeast  p a r t  of town, and of course t h e r e  was a great  deal  of 
animosity toward any well-established Negro who owned h i s  own house 
and had a good job and worked fo r  t h e  sta te  when some of them couldn't .  

I remember when one of t h e  famil ies  moved i n  my neighborhood--and I 
have o f ten  given t h i s  a s  an example of how they can r i s e .  He  was a 
young Lithuanian--or he may not have been a Lithuanian, but he was 
something anyway from-he was a Scandinavian of some kind. And he came 
here t o  work i n  t h e  mines. And American g i r l s  d idn ' t  want him. H e  
d idn ' t  speak good English; he was a miner; he was a bohunk. That 's  what 
they ca l l ed  a l l  of them, bohunks. And he wanted t o  gat married, and 
the re  was a family out here  i n  the  southeast ,  what w e  ca l l ed  gypsies, 
r e a l l y .  And he  married one of those g i r l s .  But he d idn ' t  want t o  l i v e  
with them because he came from a country where people were indust r ious ,  
and s o  he  bought a l i t t l e  house i n  t h e  middle of our block. On one 
s i d e  of him was my Aunt Liz of t h e  Wilson familyy and us. And on t h e  
o ther  s i d e  of t h a t  l i t t l e  house the re  was a house t h a t  belonged t o  a 
Matilda Wilson, who was black, and two l o t s  above t h a t  t h a t  belonged t o  
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t h e  Hustons. And i n  t h e  middle of t h a t  b lack  block,  he bought a 
l i t t l e  house. 

He d i d n ' t  mind where he  was; probably was t h e  only p l ace  he could buy 
because of  h i s  background. And they  had tw ch i ld ren .  But t h a t  
l i t t l e  house bloomed. The yard,  he kept  t h e  yard b e a u t i f u l ;  they  had 
a l ove ly  garden. And he  wouldn't have anything t o  do w i t h  h i s  w i f e ' s  
f o l k ,  the  gypsies .  They could on ly  come t h e r e  when he  wasn't  t he re .  
( laughs)  But t hose  two c h i l d r e n  went through h igh  school .  The g i r l  
became a s e c r e t a r y  t o  a lawyer. The boy went t o  work f o r  Allis-Chalmers 
when they  opened up he re ,  and he  f i n a l l y  became a superv isor  a t  A l l i s -  
Chalmers. Across the . . . 

END OF TAPE ONE, SIDE ONE 

A .  . . . t h e  g i r l  and boy married. They bought i n  t h e  neighborhood, 
and they had two ch i ld ren .  But f i n a l l y  t h e  boy, he r  husband, became 
so good i n  h i s  work t h a t  Allis-Chalmers s e n t  him up t o  Milwaukee and 
had him t r a i n e d  some more. And he  came back and he  go t  a promotion. 
Then they got too  good f o r  t h e  neighborhood, s o  they moved ou t  on South 
Seventh S t r e e t ,  oh, around t h e  2200 b lock  o r  someplace ou t  t he re .  And 
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  went through school  he re ,  and then they s e n t  them t o  
co l l ege .  One of t h e  boys i s  a Ph.D. now, teaching  English ou t  i n  an 
Eas te rn  co l l ege ;  and t h e  o t h e r  one is  a psychologis t  i n  Chicago. And 
they  have moved from South Seventh S t r e e t  ou t  on Cartwright ,  I think-- 
out  w e s t .  

How they  have come up! Now, I know t h a t  they  came from a gypsy mother 
who l i v e d  i n  a t r a i l e r ,  ( laughs)  you might say ,  and an immigrant f a t h e r .  
And they  gradual ly  have come up u n t i l  now i n  t h a t  family t h e r e  a r e  
Ph.D.s and psychologiats ,  when you go back t o  t h e  background. But what 
an oppor tuni ty  they  had. 

Blacks had t h e  same oppor tuni ty  and some b lacks  made i t  t h e  same way . . . 
Q. J u s t  w i th  more d i f f i c u l t y .  

A .  . . . bu t  they  might no t  have. But they found i t  more d i f f i c u l t .  
But I o f t e n  gfve  t h i s  as an example, because I watched t h i s  from t h e  
e a r l y  t i m e s  and I know where they  a r e  now. So, i t ' s  very i n t e r e s t i n g .  

Q. Did your people--your p a r e n t s  o r  anyone--give any number o r  d id  
anybody know about  approximately how many people got  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  r i o t ?  

A. ( laughs) No, they d i d n ' t .  But I have o f t e n  heard i t  said t h a t  
they  bur ied  them by t h e  bushels ,  and i t  d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  the papers .  Because, 
they  attacked t h i s  business b lock  on Washington Street--see,  the  Negroes 
had a l l  k inds  of bus inesses  i n  t h a t .  They had ba rbe r  shops and they  had 
r e s t a u r a n t s ,  and they had second-hand s t o r e s ,  and they had--1 don ' t  
know a l l  t h e  th ings .  The only p i ece  of whi te  bus iness  i n  t h a t  block 
w a s  a d rugs to re  on t h e  no r theas t  corner  of Eighth and Washington, and 
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t h a t  w a s  a whi te  d rugs to re  f o r  y e a r s  and years and yea r s  and yea r s ,  
bu t  everything e l s e  was b lack .  And t h e s e  Negroes went up on t h e  top  
a£  t h e  bui ld ings ,  and they  were armed. I don' t  know where they  got  
t h e  arms, bu t  t hey  had them. And a s  t h e  crowd went down t h e  s t r e e t ,  
they s h o t  I n t o  t h e  crowd from t h e  top  of t h e  bu i ld ings ,  and they  
k i l l e d  a g r e a t  many whi te  people. I t h i n k  more whi tes  were k i l l e d  
than  t h e  black,  than  Negroes were k i l l e d .  

Q. Oh yes,  t h i s  is repor ted  from a l l  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  I have had. 
In f a c t ,  t h e r e  were--away from M r .  Donnegan,-there was  a man by bhe 
name of Sco t t  who they claim was k i l l e d ,  bu t  so f a r  from t h e  r e p o r t  
t h a t  1've been given, t h e r e  weren ' t  too  many b l acks  t h a t  go t  k i l l e d .  

A. No, because t h e  b lacks  d id  defend themselves,  and they  d id  i t  
very w e l l ,  And, of course,  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of proper ty  d e s t r u c t i o n  
up i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t h a t  I spoke about before .  And then  a f t e r  i t  w a s  
over  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of animosity,  name c a l l i n g  and th ings  of  t h a t  
s o r t .  Even my f a t h e r ,  who was so  wh i t e  you couldn ' t  t e l l  him from 
anything--he w a s  so  whi te  he  w a s  pink--had names c a l l e d  t o  him a s  he  
walked down t h e  s t r e e t  once o r  twice downtown, people t h a t  knew t h a t  
he was black.  And everything changed as far a s  t h e a t e r  s e a t i n g  w a s  
concerned, and a s  f a r  a s  e a t i n g  i n  r e s t a u r a n t s  w a s  concerned, and i n  
many th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  And it  became an  unpleasant  p lace .  

Q. What about job opportuni ty? Was t h e r e  any adverse  e f f e c t  on job 
opportuni ty? 

A. Well now, t h i s  is  something I don' t  know. One of t h e  th ings  t h a t  
i n t e r e s t e d  me when I w a s  doing t h i s  paper,  I compared--I came over  
h e r e  every weekend and interviewed people who were doing t h i n g s  he re  
and I had, oh, a l l  s o r t s  of marvelous th ings .  One woman had a fish 
b a i t  bus iness  out  h e r e  on West J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t ,  ( laughs)  and she was 
f a sc ina t ing .  She had a g r e a t  b i g  p l ace  out  i n  he r  backyard where she  
r a i s e d  t h e  worms, and f e d  them c o f f e e  grounds; and she  had d i f f e r e n t  
k inds  of minnows and n i g h t  c rawlers  t h a t  she 'd  put  c o a l  i n  t h e  tanks.  
I interviewed b l acks  who were i n  bus iness ,  and were doing th ings .  But 
I went back i n  t h e  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  t o  f i n d  ou t  what they  were doing 
be fo re ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900's .  Because i n  t h e  e a r l y  d i r e c t o r i e s - i t  w a s  
behind your name, whether you were b l ack  o r  white ,  see? And i f  yau go 
t o  t h e  l i b r a r y  and go through t h e  city d i r e c t o r i e s ,  y o u ' l l  f i n d  o u t .  
I went through them l i n e  by l i n e  by l i n e ,  because I had t o  make c h a r t s ,  
t o  f i n d  ou t  what Negroes were doing. And they  were doing l o t s  of t h ings .  

Some of t h e  t h i n g s  d i d n ' t  change--because you see ,  w e  had b r i c k  yards  
here,  about  t h ree ,b r i c l c  yards.  Everything h e r e  was b u i l t  ou t  of b r i c k s ;  
a l l  our  streets w e r e  paved wi th  b r i c k s ,  everything.  And i t  was made 
he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  And Negroes drove a11 t h e s e  b r i c k  wagons, because 
t h a t  was hard work. They had f l a t  bottom wagons hauled by a team of 
horses ,  and they  a l l  owned t h e i r  own teams and t h e i r  own wagons. They 
had t o  l oad  t h e s e  b r i c k s ,  and then  they  had t o  unload them where they  
went; and t h i s  w a s  hard work. And p r a c t i c a l l y  every b r i c k  hau le r  i n  
town w a s  colored.  And you'd s e e  them go down t h e  s t r e e t  and i t  'd be  
f i v e  and s i x  wagons a t  a time. They went i n  a stream, you know, haul ing  
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b r i cks .  Well, t h a t  d i d n ' t  change, because whi tes  weren ' t  going t o  do 
t h a t  work, anyway. Negroes were h i r e d  i n  t h e  mines along wi th  t h e  
immigrants. That d i d n ' t  change; people s t i l l  worked i n  t h e  mines. 

One of t h e  most e l i t e  jobs you could have h e r e  was t o  work i n  t h e  
s ta tehouse ;  and i f  you had a job i n  t h e  s t a t ehouse ,  you really had 
i t  made. But you cou ldn ' t  b e  anything except a messenger o r  a j a n i t o r .  
You see ,  you d i d n ' t  g e t  h ighe r  jobs.  My f a t h e r  w a s  a messenger f o r  
yea r s  u n t i l  t h e  S t a t e  Department of Health had t h e s e  e x h i b i t s  they 
s e n t  a l l  over t h e  s ta te - - the  b rea th ing  d o l l ,  and t h e  tube rcu los i s ,  and 
t h i s  and that--and then  my f a t h e r  became cus todian  and e x h i b i t o r  f o r  
t h a t  and then  he  d id  t h a t .  Wherever they  had a baby show o r  t h l s  o r  
t h a t ,  h e  took i t  around. So, i f  you had a job with  t h e  s t a t e ,  you 
were very  we l l  o f f ,  indeed. 

And i f  you were lucky enough t o  work f o r  M r .  Maldaner on t h e  s i d e ,  
you were r e a l l y  lucky because Maldaners hod a c a t e r i n g  bus iness  he re ,  
a very,  very succes s fu l  c a t e r i n g  bus iness .  If t h e  governor of 
I l l i n o i s  had a pa r ty ,  h e  c a l l e d  Maldaners, and Maldaners served i t .  
So every b l ack  man t h a t  worked f o r  Maldaners owned a tuxedo and a f u l l  
d r e s s  s u i t ,  because you d i d n ' t  work i n  whi te  j acke t s ,  l i k e  men work i n  
whi te  j a c k e t s  now who serve. I f  you served a recep t ion  a t  t h e  mansion, 
you had on a tuxedo o r  you had on a cutaway o r  a f u l l  d r e s s  s u i t .  And 
so ,  my f a t h e r  w a s  one of t h e s e  lucky guys. This  is where you made your 
e x t r a  money. You worked f o r  Maldaner, and you served a l l  t h e  b i g  p a r t i e s  
and a l l  the b i g  r ecep t ions .  

And I remember, up u n t i l  j u s t  a few yea r s  ago, I had a program signed 
by P res iden t  Ta f t ;  i t  was s t o l e n  from me whi le  my mother was ill. My 
f a t h e r  awaited a banquet t h a t  w a s  given f o r  P re s iden t  T a f t  when he  was 
here ,  and [Charles]  Deneen was governor. They a l l  autographed t h i s  
program, and I had P res iden t  T a f t ' s  s igna tu re ,  and Governor Deneen's, 
and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  people.  And when you worked those  banquets,  they  always 
passed a p l a t e  f o r  t i p s  a t  t h e  end. Everybody araund put  i n ,  and t h e  
fe l lows  go t  t h e i r  t i p s ,  you see .  So you no t  only got  pa id  your f i v e  
d o l l a r s  f o r  working f o r  Maldaner, bu t  you got t h e  t i p s ,  s o  t h a t  t h a t  
helped o u t  your income. 

Because you only  made a hundred d o l l a r s  a month; t h a t  was an  enormous 
s a l a r y .  And s o  dur ing  t h e  Depression, w e  never  r e a l l y  f e l t  t h e  Depression 
very much, because my f a t h e r  st i l l  was working. And a hundred d o l l a r s  
a month dur ing  t h e  Depression w a s  a n  enormous s a l a r y .  So, i f  you got  
a job working f o r  t h e  s t a t e ,  you were somebody. (laughs) That w a s  as 
much, here ,  as be ing  a doc tor  o r  a lawyer ( laughs)  would have been i n  
some of t h e  Southern states, you see. 

Q. Now, where w a s  Maldaner l oca t ed  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A .  Right where he 's  l oca t ed  now. They have a Maldaner's Restaurant  
downtown now on S ix th  S t r e e t  between Adams and Monroe, on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
of t h e  s t r e e t ,  and t h a t ' s  where he w a s  then.  But unfor tuna te ly ,  h i s  
folk--his children--did not  i n h e r i t  h i s  bus iness .  Well, t h e  o l d  man, 
h i s  son i n h e r i t e d  i t ,  but  h i s  grandsons d i d n ' t .  It was so ld  t o  one of 
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t h e  men t h a t  was one of h i s  superv isors .  

Q. I see .  What e f f e c t ,  i f  any, d i d  t h e  r i o t  have on school? 

A .  Well, I don ' t  know t h a t  i t  had any. I don' t  remember any d i f f e r e n c e  
between m e  and any of t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  school ,  Schools have 
always been i n t e g r a t e d  he re ;  t h e r e  were never any s e p a r a t e  schools  here .  
Now, one t h i n g  I found ou t  when I was doing t h i s  paper w a s  t h a t  t h e  reason 
why w e  had s e p a r a t e  schools  i n  t h e  southern  p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e  and not  i n  
t h e  no r the rn  p a r t  of t h e  state was t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  governors of 
I l l i n o i s  were Southerners.  

Q. Migrated. 

A .  See, Southern people migrated t o  t h e  southern  part of I l l i n o i s ,  bu t  
t h e  no r the rn  p a r t  o f  I l l i n o i s  was s e t t l e d  by immigrants. And so  t h e  
f i r s t  s i x  governors were Southern men, and they  had a l l  of t h e  Southern 
in f luence  i n  t h e  southern  p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e ,  and you had s e p a r a t e  schools .  
But beginning i n  t h e  middle p a r t  of t h e  state, you d i d n ' t .  And as far as 
I know, t h e r e  has  never  been s e p a r a t e  schools  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

I have p i c t u r e s  of my mother, somewhere, when she  was i n  school  i n  a 
l i t t l e  school  r i g h t  a c r o s s  from I l e s  School where S laughters  l i v e  now. 
There used t o  be a l i t t l e  school  on t h a t  corner .  La t e r  i t  became a 
Cathol ic  church f o r  immigrant Cathol ics ,  bu t  they  t o r e  it down and built 
t h a t  house f o r  t h e  Cathol ic  p r i e s t  where they t o r e  t h e  l i t t l e  school  
down. But t h e r e ' s  never been s e p a r a t e  schools  here .  But they have 
become s e p a r a t e  because of t h e  housing s i t u a t i o n .  And a s  peqple came 
i n  and began t o  l i v e  i n  c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n s ,  schools  became--bu$ I remem- 
be r  very w e l l  when Palmer School w a s  no t  a b lack  school .  I t h a d  b l ack  
s tuden t s ,  bu t  a l l  t h e  people who l i v e  up t h e r e  on Carpenter Street 
and Reynolds S t r e e t  from Eleventh S t r e e t  over  were whi te ,  and t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  were i n  Palmer School. And t h e  same way wi th  Lincoln School. 

Where t h e  ~ o y s '  Club is  now, a l l  t h a t  s e c t i o n  was a very  fan@y s e c t i o n  
a t  one time, f o r  wealthy people. The Curry family gave t h a t  ground t o  
t h e  Boys' Club--or t o  t h e  Urban League, and t h e  Urban Leaguemade what- 
ever  d e a l  they  made wi th  t h e  Boys' Club. But I remember when t h e  o l d  
Curry home w a s  a cornunity center--a g r e a t  b i g  o l d  three-stoky whi te  
b r i c k  house which had, i n  e a r l y  days, been t h e  Curry home. nd t h a t  
house where t h e  Carpenter Funeral  Home was, a t  one t i m e ,  was f a very  
grand house. And t h e r e  were many o t h e r  grand houses i n  ther$ ,  and very 
wealthy whi te  people l i v e d  i n  t h a t  a r ea .  And f o r  yea r s  a f t e r  they  were 
gone, Monroe S t r e e t  from Eleventh t o  F i f t e e n t h  was whi te ,  wiFh j u s t  a 
few Negro f a m i l i e s .  So Lincoln School was no t  always a b lack  School and 
they  had t h e  audi tor iums.  We wanted t o  have a very n i c e  danqe, we had 
it i n  t h e  audi tor ium at  Palmer School. And we could g e t  t h a t  very wel l  
because t h e r e  were more Negroes i n  t h a t  neighborhood, and more b lacks  
went t h e r e .  It wasn't so  easy t o  ge t  Lincoln School; but  every now 
and then  you could g e t  Lincoln School f o r  a p lay ,  and you f e i t  t h a t  you 
had accomplished something when you got Lincoln School. B u t t h e r e  
weren't  t h a t  many b lack  c h i l d r e n  i n  Lincoln School t h a t  you would con- 
s i d e r  Lincoln School b lack ,  bu t  you could come e a s i e r  t o  g e t t i n g  Palmer 
School. 
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Otherwise, you had your dance a t  t h e  o l d  Masonic Ha l l  which was on 
Eighth S t r e e t  between Washington and Je f f e r son .  The Masonick owned 
a bu i ld ing  the re ;  and when they  had t h i s  urban development where 
Horace Maan [Plaza]  is  now, it: w a s  so ld .  And t h e  c i t y  only pa id  them 
$28,000 f o r  t h e  h a l l ,  and t h a t  wasn't  enough f o r  them t o  move, t o  
g e t  another  h a l l .  That ' s  why t h e y ' r e  i n  debt  so f o r  t h i s  p l ace  they  
have on Adams S t r e e t ,  because t h e  money t h a t  they  got  from the f i r s t  
h a l l  wasn't  enough. Now, t h e  maw-who w a s  t h e  man t h a t  had t h e  
barbershop, t h a t  sued them? (snaps h e r  f i n g e r s )  Cansler .  Ca sler 
wouldn't l e e  h i s  go for such a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and h e  sued, and ge got 
enough money t o  buy another  bui ld ing .  And t h e  K r e l l ' s  Hardware 
s t o r e  around on J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t ,  t h e  same way. They wouldn't t a k e  
t h e  small amount:. But t h e  Masons d i d n ' t  f i g h t  back; they  topk t h a t  
l i t t l e  t i n y  b i t  of money, and it wasn ' t  enough t o  have t o  moqe from 
the re .  

But I remember we l l  when t h e  Masonic H a l l  was a p lace  t h a t  ypu had 
dances. That was a f t e r  t h e  r i o t ;  be fo re  t h e  r i o t ,  you c o u l d h a v e  
dances i n  any of t h e  h a l l s  downtown. And they had--I mean, from what 
I understand; my mother has  spoken many times of t h e  v a r i o u s h a l l s  
t h a t  they went t o  f o r  p a r t i e s .  

But you know, we used t o  have a r ed  l i g h t  d i s t r i c t  he re .  And t h e  
Masonic Hal l  was r i g h t  next  door ( laughs)  t o  one of t h e  b iggks t  houses 
of p r o s t i t u t i o n  i n  town. ( laughs)  And a l l  up on J e f f e r s o n  Street--  
Eighth S t r e e t  and Seventh S t r e e t  and Ninth S t r e e t ,  t h a t  w a s  going i n t o  
t h e  r ed  l i g h t  d i s t r i c t .  And J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t  from Tenth S t r e e t ,  where 
t h e  o l d  Wabash Depot w a s ,  up t o  Seventh S t r e e t ,  t h a t  w a s  a l 1 , t h e  r ed  
l i g h t  d i s t r i c t .  And some of t h e  houses s p i l l e d  ave r  onto Mason S t r e e t  
between Ninth and Tenth. So when we used t o  go--we used t o  have school  
p lays ,  and they  were going t o  be given a t  t h e  Masonic H a l l  so w e  had 
t o  go up t h e r e  t o  rehearse .  Well, we were j u s t  k i d s ;  we used t o  hang 
out  t h e  back window of f  t h e  s t a g e ,  looking i n t o  t h e  back doots ( l augh te r )  
of the houses on Seventh S t r e e t ,  t r y i n g  t o  s e e  i f  we could s e e  anything,  
( l augh te r )  which we couldn ' t .  But we knew what they were. b d  I 
remember w e l l  t h e  Masonic Hall and t h e  red  l i g h t  d i s t r i c t  ( laughs)  
being ad jacent  t o  each o t h e r .  

I 

Q. Is t h a t  r i g h t .  What about  I l e s  School? Now, t h a t  w a s  almost a 
whi te  school? 

A .  Almost. I went t o  I l e s  School up u n t i l  I was i n  t h e  seventh grade,  
and t h e r e  were co lored  the re ,  b u t  i t  w a s  r e a l l y  p r i n c i p a l l y  white .  Now, 
a l l  of t h e  b lack  people from Seventeenth S t r e e t  and Eighteenth and 
Nineteenth, I ' d  s ay  below South Grand Avenue, went t he re .  Ai~d t h e  
o t h e r s  went t o  Fe i t shan  School, which w a s  a n  elementary school;  it 
wasn't  a jun io r  h igh  school .  And then  when I w a s  about i n  the e igh th  
grade, they  decided t o  have jun io r  h igh  schools  here .  Lawreoce School 
became a jun io r  h igh  school;  and I l i v e d  i n  t h e  Lawrence Schbol a r e a ,  
and s o  I had t o  l e a v e  Iles School. I d i d n ' t  go t o  t h e  Fe i t shan  Jun io r  
High School; I went t o  t h e  e igh th  grade a t  Lawrence. And t h e r e  were 
only  two Negroes i n  t h e  whole school ,  Mame Donnsgan Stewart and me.  

Q. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  
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A .  And so t h a t ' s  where t h e  l i n e  came, on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of Eleventh 
S t r e e t ,  and I l i v e d  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of Eleventh S t ree t .  

Q. Is t h i s  Mame Donnegan Stewart any r e l a t i o n  t o  M r .  Donnegan t h a t  
got k i l l e d ?  

A. I presume so, because she was a Donnegan. She lives up t h e r e  i n  
the--she doesn't  l i v e  i n  t h e  high r i s e  on Thirteenth S t r e e t ,  but one 
of those cottages.  You know, t h e  high rise has--she l i v e s  i n  one of 
those cottages.  She works f o r  Barkers i f  she hasn ' t  r e t i r e d .  She may 
be r e t i r e d  now; she worked f o r  [S.A.] Barkers [women's c lo th ing s t o r e ]  
f o r  years.  But her  f o l k  l i v e d  down on South Third S t r e e t ,  Third and 
Allen, one door nor th  of Allen, and so  t h a t  put her i n  t h e  Lawrence 
School area .  But when I went t o  I l e s  School, I would say maybe a four th  
of us were black and three-fourths of us were white. But I say, a s  
t h e  neighborhood became black, then t h e  school--it 's blacker now 
though, I think,  than i t ' s  ever been. 

Q. Yes, d e f i n i t e l y .  

A .  Because t h e  neighborhood has become blacker and blacker--and f a r t h e r  
south, has gone f a r t h e r  south. 

Q. Now, a f t e r  you f in ished Lawrence School . . . 
A. Junior High School. 

Q. Junior High. 

A. Then I went t o  Springfield.  

Q. Springfield High. And did  you encounter any discrimination o r  any- 
th ing l i k e  t h a t  a t  t h i s  school? 

A .  I never had any d i f f i c u l t y  i n  school of any kind. I can ' t  remember. 
W e  had a l i t t l e  separa te  club, ca l l ed  a Unity Club, t h e  year I was a 
senior  i n  high school. I don't  remember much about it. I newer had any 
t rouble  with my teachers,  and I never had any t rouble  t h a t  I can remember 
with my classmates. I know I had teachers who c e r t a i n l y  went t o  ba t  for 
me, even unbeknownst t o  me. 

I was very good i n  mathematics, and one year when I handed i n  my 
curriculum I pu t  down physiology. And when 1 got it back, i t  had 
physics on it. And I didn ' t  want t o  take physics, so I went marching 
down t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of M r .  Wentz, who died here  not too long ago who was 
t h e  pr incipal .  And I t o l d  him t h e r e  was a mistake on my card,  and he 
s a i d ,  "Shut up and go on with t h a t  physics." ( laughter)  So I took 
physics. He had looked a t  my card and he decided t h a t  physics I needed 
t o  take.  And I was very happy afterwards because a f t e r  I got i n  college,  
it was something t h a t  was a p re requ i s i t e  t o  many other  things.  And so  I 
went on t o  f i n i s h  t h e  c lass .  And he did t h a t  on h i s  own; he d idn ' t  even 
ask me about i t .  
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And I remember once a f t e r  t h a t ,  my phys ics  t eache r  was Mr. Harriman, 
and t h e r e  was a young man h e r e  named Roscoe Single ton  t h a t  l i k e d  m e ,  
and h e  used t o  walk m e  t o  t h e  c l a s s .  And M r .  Barriman d i d n ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t  Roocoe w a s  s u i t a b l e ,  ( laughs)  and one day he c a l l e d  me i n s i d e  t h e  
door and t o l d  me ,  "Don't you come up h e r e  wi th  him anymore." ( l augh te r )  
And he was very  concerned that--and Roscoe w a s  a very  n i c e  fel low.  He 
belongs t o  t h e  S ingle ton  family here ;  h e ' s  a cousin t o  Jerome Single ton .  
And I had known him f o r  yea r s ,  and I thought he  was n i c e .  But he 
d i d n ' t  appeal  t o  Mr. Harriman, and Mr. Harriman d i d n ' t  t h i n k  he  w a s  t h e  
r i g h t  young man f o r  me, so  h e  took i t  upon himself t o  t e l l  me so .  And 
t h a t  was what I cons ider  i n t e r e s t  of t eache r s  beyond t h e  c a l l  of duty,  
you might say. And I don ' t  mean t h e s e  were men who were making passes ;  
they  were j u s t  men who were saying . . . 
Q. Who were concerned. 

A. . . . t h a t  they were concerned about what was happening t o  me. 
And I r e a l l y  never had any d i f f i c u l t y .  

Q. Did you f i n d  counsel ing at  school? Did they  [know]--you wanted t o  
go t o  co l l ege ;  you had that i n  mind, t o  go t o  co l lege?  

A. I d i d n ' t ,  my mother. ( laughs)  

Q. Oh, okay. Now, we l l ,  d id  you f i n d  your counselors  t o  be h e l p f u l  
i n . . .  

A. They must have, because they  had d i f f e r e n t  groups and I found I had 
graduated wi th  t h e  c o l l e g e  p repa ra to ry  group. 

Q, Oh, I see.  

A. And I had never i n  t h i s  world put  myself i n  t h e  co l l ege  prepara tory  
group at a l l .  They had voca t iona l  and c o l l e g e  prepara tory  and bus iness ,  
and I found t h a t  I had f i n i s h e d  i n  the c o l l e g e  prepara tory  group. And 
t h i s  had c e r t a i n l y  been planned f o r  me by my t eache r s .  

Q. I see. Now, t h i s  M r .  Wentp who w a s  your teacher  . . . 
A. W-E-N-T-Z. Yes, I had--he w a s  a mathematics teacher .  When I f i r s t  
went t h e r e ,  I had been i n  h i s  math classes--algebra,  and p lane  geometry, 
and c o l l e g e  algebra--and I had made grades i n  t h e  90s. So he  knew t h a t  
I was capable  of t h e  phys ics  c l a s s ,  and when I put  down physiology, he  
j u s t  changed it t o  physics .  And as I say,  l a t e r  on--see, I was a home 
economics major i n  co l l ege ,  and l a t e r  on it was q u i t e  t o  my advantage 
t h a t  I had the phys ics  mark. Although I took physiology i n  co l l ege ,  
s e v e r a l  courses  i n  i t  up through minor anatomy. But t h e r e  were seve ra l  
of t h e  t h i n g s  i n  home ec  t h a t  I needed t h e  phys ics  background f o r ,  and 
I w a s  very  glad t h a t  I had i t .  But i f  it had been up t o  me,  I would 
have never had it. But he changed my card. 

Q. This  i s  one of t h e  th ings ,  you having been a t eache r  maybe have had 
a chance t o  look on i t  a l i t t l e  more c l o s e l y  than  some o t h e r  people.  
One of t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  we have had of t h e  school  system now is t h a t  t h e  
b lack  ch i ld ren ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a r e  no t  g e t t i n g  t h e  kind of counsel ing 
t ha t  they  should. 
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A .  Do you th ink any of them a r e  ge t t ing  t h e  kind 05 counseling t h a t  
they should? I ' m  a l s o  a s o c i a l  worker, and sometimes I would s i t  i n  
my room--the wal ls  between our o f f i c e s  were very thin--and I f e l t  t h a t  
sometimes t h e  people who came i n  f o r  counseling i n  t h e  s o c i a l  work 
weren't ge t t ing  t h e  kind of counseling they needed. I sometimes th ink 
t h a t  counselors don't  know what t o  counsel. That 's the  way I f e e l  
about it, t r u t h f u l l y .  And I don't always f e e l  t h a t  you can counsel t h e  
youngsters nowdays any too well .  Sometimes you have a great  deal  of 
d i f f  i c d t y  . 
You see,  I always prided myself--I inher i t ed  a tremendous caseload of 
f o s t e r  chi ldren when I f i r s t  went t o  the  Service Bureau f o r  Colored 
Children. See, when I came back here  I couldn't  get  a job teaching, so  
s ince  I had a l o t  of t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  r e l a t e d  f i e l d  t o  sociology--my 
major i n  ge t t ing  my master 's was home economics, and my minor was i n  
education--and my work was i n  the  f i e l d  of family r e l a t i o n s  and in fan t  
n u t r i t i o n  and home management, th ings  l i k e  t h a t  wh&ch equipped me f o r  
work a s  a caseworker. 

I inher i t ed  t h i s  tremendous load of f o s t e r  children,  about for ty-f ive .  
For a long t i m e  they were chi ldren of men who were i n  prison and th ings  
l i k e  that: because w e  worked with the court .  Up u n t i l ,  oh, about f i v e  
years before I r e t i r e d ,  we had a l o t  of court  children;  and I had a l o t  
of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for those kids.  I took them on when they were e igh t  
and nine and t e n  years o ld ,  and I had them u n t i l  they were eighteen and 
nineteen,  and i n  some cases twenty-one years o ld ,  i f  they were i n  
college.  And I prided myself on g e t t i n g  those k ids  so t h a t  when they 
got out  on t h e i r  o m  they would be a b l e  t o  make a l i v i n g  and they would 
not have t o  depend upon any kind of a community f o r  a hand-out. 

But t h e  year before I r e t i r e d ,  I had problems. Children became q u i t e  
independent. I had one boy who was going out  here  a t  Southeast High 
School--he was a t  Feitshan and then they changed 0u.t here t o  Southeast-- 
who was a f i g h t e r .  And he would f i g h t  a t  t h e  drop of your hat!  I was 
always rescuing t h a t  k id  from c u t t i n g  somebody and t ry ing  t o  keep him 
out of j a i l ,  and he just worried m e  t o  death. F ina l ly  he cut  a boy 
out here a t  Southeast,  and they put him out  of school; he was a junior .  
And I managed t o  get  him i n  t h i s  Job Corps, sen t  him up here t o  Camp 
McCoy. 

He  wanted t o  be a welder. H e  was marvelous with h i s  hands. And he 
d id  very w e l l  i n  welding. And then he wanted an advanced course, and 
they didn ' t  teach it there .  And without asking m e  anything a t  all, 
t h e  government put: him out  i n  Cal i fornia  a t  t h e  park job t r a i n i n g  place,  
from Camp McCoy. And t h a t  was a.t t h e  height  of t h i s  Haight-Asbury 
business i n  San Francisco, where t h e  k ids  were a l l  hanging out  and 
smoked pot and a l l  t h a t .  When he had h i s  l i t t l e  vacation o r  time o f f  
from t h i s  park place,  why, he'd go up the re ,  and he became a marijuana 
addic t .  And so  they kicked him o u t  of the  Job Corps, and he didn ' t  
ge t  t o  get h i s  high school diploma on general education. He was working 
toward f in i sh ing  school. 
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He came back he re ,  and I was q u i t e  d i s tu rbed  about him and s o  I t r i e d  
t o  g e t  him i n  t h e  armed fo rces .  I s a i d ,  "NOW, i f  you j o i n  t h e  armed 
f o r c e s  without  being d r a f t e d ,  you can choose t h e  branch t h a t  you want 
t o  go i n t o ,  and then  you can a l s o  choose something t h a t  you would want 
t o  b e  t r a i n e d  i n ,  and you can f i n a l l y  g e t  t r a i n e d  t o  be making a 

11 1 l i v ing . "  He t o l d  m e ,  I m no t  going t o  j o i n  anything; I ' v e  got  a 
war t o  fight:  here." And t h e r e  was no way i n  t h i s  world that: I could 
counsel  t h i s  boy i n t o  what he  ought t o  do. My counsel ing,  I don t t  c a r e  
how good it was intended,  j u s t  f e l l  on deaf e a r s .  

Then I had another  g i r l  who had been an  "A" s tuden t  a l l  t h e  way through 
grammar school ,  a l l  t h e  way through high school;  and I bent  over  back- 
wards g e t t i n g  t h a t  g i r l  s cho la r sh ips  t o  go t o  co l l ege .  And I r e a l l y  
had t o  work. I got s cho la r sh ips  from four  d i f f e r e n t  sources  t o  put  
t oge the r  f o r  her  because s h e  re fused  t o  go t o  a s t a t e  school! I don' t  
c a r e  how much I counseled her t o  go over h e r e  t o  [ I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  
Univers i ty  a t ]  Normal where t h e  t u i t i o n  was no t  so high,  she  wanted t o  
go t o  t h i s  school  t h a t  t h a t  Governor--out i n  Ca l i fo rn i a ,  what 's  h i s  
name? J u s t  go t  ou t  i n  California-+[RonA&d] Reagan--graduated, Eureka. 
She wanted t o  go t o  Eureka [College, Eureka, I l l i n o i s ]  because h e r  
teacher  i n  high school  f i n i s h e d  Eureka. And I could counsel u n t i l  my 
tongue dropped o u t ,  bu t  I could no t  counsel  he r  ou t  of Eureka. 

So I went up t o  Eureka. Eureka had 3,000 s tuden t s ;  i t ' s  a p r i v a t e  
school ,  a church school ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  Congregational.  They d i d n ' t  have 
b u t  t h r e e  black s tuden t s ,  and they w e r e  very happy t o  t ake  h e r  because 
t h e i r  church had go t t en  a l l  exc i t ed  about i nc reas ing  t h e i r  b l ack  s tudent  
body, and so they were looking f o r  s t u d e n t s  anyplace they  could g e t  
them. But i t  c o s t  m e  $2500 a year ,  and i t ' s  h igher  now, and I d i d n ' t  
know where I was going t o  g e t  $2500. 1 f i n a l l y  got  something from a 
p l ace  i n  New York, and I got  $200 from a c lub  i n  J acksonv i l l e ,  and I 
got  something from the S t a t e ,  and anyway, I screwed around u n t i l  I 
got $2500. 

I took h e r  over  there--and they gave me a l i t t l e  b i t  a t  Eureka because 
they  were glad t o  have hex. She r e g i s t e r e d  i n  horseback r i d i n g  and a 
few o t h e r  t h ings  as insecure  as t h a t ,  ( l augh te r )  and made "E's" i n  h e r  
sub jec t s ,  when t h i s  g i r l  had been an "A" s tuden t .  Because f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t ime i n  h e r  l i f e ,  when she  got  i n t o  a c o l l e g e  where everybody came 
from fami l i e s ,  and many from very  good f a m i l i e s  a t  t h a t ,  she  r e a l i z e d  
she  w a s  i l l e g i t i m a t e .  Now, I don' t  know whether t h e  s t u d e n t s  made he r  
understand what i t  meant t o  be  i l l e g i t i m a t e .  And I wrote l e t t e r  a f t e r  
l e t t e r  a f t e r  letter a f t e r  l e t t e r ;  1 t a lked  and I t a lked  and I t a lked ,  
and I explained t o  h e r  t h a t  i f  she f e l t  so  badly about he r  mother and 
h e r  background, t h a t  t h i s  w a s  her oppor tuni ty  t o  d ivorce  h e r s e l f  from 
i t .  That i f  she go t  h e r  degree, t h a t  s h e  could ge t  a job away from 
Spr ing f i e ld ,  away from people who knew h e r  and knew he r  background, and 
she  could climb, and t h e r e  would b e  noth ing  t h a t  could s t o p  he r .  But 
I could n o t  get t o  first base  i n  any d i r e c t i o n  which I took t h e  counsel- 
ing.  I explained i t  t o  t h e  people over  t h e r e  and they counseled he r .  
And f i n a l l y  she  flunked ou t  a f t e r  two years .  They c a r r i e d  he r  f o r  two 
years. 
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Now she  h a s  a job, s t r ange ly  enough, i n  a bank as a t e l l e r .  But she  
only makes a take-home pay of--well, t h e  last  time I t a lked  t o  her-- 
$84.00 a week, bu t  I ' m  s u r e  wi th  t h e  c o s t  of l i v i n g  she ' s  gone up above 
t h a t  now. Two o t h e r  g i r l s  who were i n  school  wi th  h e r  came by t o  see 
he r  no t  l ong  ago. They had graduated. One of them had a job someplace 
a t  $12,000 a yea r ,  and one had another  one. She c a l l e d  me up and s a i d ,  
11 I s e e  now what you were t r y i n g  t o  do f o r  me." Hindsight.  It wasn ' t  
because I wasn't  counsel ing and I wasn't t u rn ing  myself i n s i d e  out  t o  
show he r  t h e  wisdom; I couldn ' t  g e t  h e r  t o  accept  i t .  So when w e  begin 
t o  f u s s  about t h e s e  counse lors ,  we a l s o  need t o  look a t  t h e s e  youngsters  
and understand how much of our  counsel ing w i l l  they  accept .  

Another t h i n g  we've got  t o  look a t  i s  t h i s  bus iness  of Whitey t h a t  t h e  
black c h i l d r e n  have got  all exc i t ed  about.  And I ' m  t e l l i n g  you t h i s  
from some of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I know. Now, t h i s  man t h e  o t h e r  day, he  
counseled t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  go t  t o  work toge the r ,  no t  s epa ra t e ly .  When 
Roy Wilkins was h e r e  l a s t  yea r ,  he  d i d  t h e  same th ing ,  and people took 
him down about i t .  But I know a boy who f i n i s h e d  ou t  h e r e  a t  Southeast  
two yea r s  ago. He's going t o  Howard [Univers i ty ,  Washington, D.C. ]  now, 
t ak ing  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and doing very  we l l .  He came and t a lked  t o  my 
husband a long t i m e  about t h a t .  

But he had an  art teacher--I won't say he was an a r t  teacher--but 
anyway, a teacher  who w a s  counsel ing him, a wh i t e  teacher ,  about what 
he  wanted t o  do. And h e  was making e x c e l l e n t  grades,  a l l  of a sudden, 
h e  wasn't  making anything.  So t h e  father--and I got  t h i s  d i r e c t l y  
from the father--went out t o  the  t eache r  t o  s e e  what w a s  t h e  ma t t e r .  
He  s a i d ,  "I don ' t  know what 's  t h e  mat te r .  Your son and I were very  
good f r i e n d s ,  and I enjoyed working wi th  him, and I enjoyed counsel ing 
him f o r  what he  could do. But a l l  of a sudden, I c a n ' t  touch him." 

When t h e  f a t h e r  went home and t a lked  t o  t h e  son, he  s a i d ,  "Whitey can ' t  
t e ach  m e  anything; Whitey c a n ' t  do t h i s  and Whitey can'tw--on and on 
about Whitey. A l l  o f  a sudden Whitey had become anathema. The f a t h e r  
t o l d  him he  had b e t t e r  g e t  back o u t  t o  t h a t  school  and f o r g e t  t h i s  
Whitey business;  and he  made him g e t  ou t  of a group t h a t  he  was belong- 
ing  t o  which w a s  f o s t e r i n g  t h i s  idea .  The boy f i n i s h e d  out  h e r e  wi th  
a f a i r l y  decent  grade,  and now h e ' s  a t  Howard doing e x c e l l e n t l y  w e l l  
i n  h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t u d i e s .  But a l l  of a sudden, he  got  t o  t h e  
p l ace  where Whitey cou ln ' t  do anything.  

M r .  Goza--now, M r .  Goza t o l d  me t h i s  himself--had a son ou t  t h e r e ,  T 
don' t  know whether he ' s  f i n i s h e d  o r  n o t  now, and he w a s  making good 
grades i n  h i s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  course.  A l l  of sudden h e  was making nothing.  
When M r .  Goza went ou t  t o  f i n d  ou t  why, t h e  t eache r  t o l d  him the  same 
th ing ,  "I can ' t  reach  him. He doesn ' t  do h i s  assignments;  i t ' s  nothing 
t o  him now." Mr. Goza s a i d ,  "You send me t h e  assignment.'' When t h e  
boy came home, M r .  Goza got  him and t h a t  assignment t oge the r ,  and they  
got  t h e  l e s sons .  And then  when the boy had t o  bring--everybody i n  t h e  
c l a s s  had t o  b r i n g  i n  a person t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  c l a s s ;  t h e  boy brought 
M r .  Helm. M r .  Helm made a marvelous speech t a  t h e  c l a s s ,  and t h e  boy 
was so  proud t h a t  h e  brought a b lack  man t o  t h e  c l a s s  t h a t  was succes s fu l  
and d id  something, he  d i d n ' t  know what t o  do. But he,  too ,  had go t t en  
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t h i s  idea: "Whitey can ' t  teach me. Why should I l e a r n  f o r  Whitey. " 
This i s  something; can a white counselor reach these  black students? 

Q. NO, not with t h a t  a t t i t u d e .  No. 

A.  We don' t  give c r e d i t  where c r e d i t  is due; and we don't  give blame 
where blame is due sometime o r  t h e  o ther .  So we've got t o  th ink how 
much of t h e  counseling w i l l  the  black student  accept? And sometimes 
i f  you are t ry ing  t o  counsel somebody and they don't  accept i t ,  you 
s top counseling, too,  you know? 

Q. That 's  r i g h t ;  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. You give up. i t ' s  l i k e  counseling a s tone  wall .  So I mean, t h e r e ' s  
two s i d e s  t o  every story. And I know from my own experience t h a t  i n  
t h e  l a s t  few years before I r e t i r e d ,  I didn ' t  reach some of mine, and 
it wasn't because I d idn ' t  have them a t  hea r t .  And M r s .  Roundtree 
t o l d  me t h a t  she t o l d  some of her  students--this was l a s t  year--that, 
' 1  You say you can ' t  get  any grades because of t h e  teacher.  I ' m  black 
and you're black, but  unless you study f o r  me, you a r e n ' t  going t o  
get t h e  grade, e i the r . "  

Then l a s t  year my l i t t l e  cousin, Chantal Wilson, taught out  here a t  
Washington. Chantal. i s  f a i r ;  her  s i s t e r  teaches out here  a t  Southeast,  
she ' s  a l s o  f a i r .  Their mother i s  French; they look l i k e  t h e i r  mother. 
Chantal sa id  she had one l i t t l e  black boy i n  the  c l a s s ,  and she could 
do nothing with him. He didn ' t  bother t o  get  i n  h i s  assignments. So 
h i s  mother came over, a l l  primed t o  give Chantal a piece of her  mind. 
Her son went home and t o l d  her t h a t  it wasn't he who wasn't giving 
service  t o  the  grade, but he  had a white teacher who didn ' t  l i ke  him 
and t h a t ' s  why he d idn ' t  get  any marks. And Chantal says,  "I have news 
f o r  you. I ' m  as black a s  he is .  " The woman says, "You're black?" 
Chantal sa id ,  "Yes, I'm black. Your boy doesn't: study; he doesn' t  do 
an assignment I give him." She sa id ,  ''You wait u n t i l  I go home and get  
him. " 

She went home, and Chantal never had any more t rouble  out of t h a t  boy 
and he got h i s  lessons from then on, a s  soon as he found out Chantal 
was a black teacher.  Now, t h a t  wasn't a white teacher ' s  f a u l t ,  i f  
Chantal had been white; it was t h e  black student  who didn ' t  put i n  any 
e f f o r t .  So c u t t i n g  off  our nose t o  s p i t e  our faces by not t ry ing  t o  
l e a r n  what Whitey has t o  teach us i s  kind of fool ish ,  i t  seems t o  me. 

Q. It's just downright s i l l y ,  because t h e  teacher a t  l e a s t  has his 
o r  hers ,  and they have nothing. 

A.  They have nothing t o  lose .  They already got their degree. 

Q. That's r i g h t .  

A. And they don" have t o  teach i n  Springfield.  There a r e  plenty of 
places where--I k n ~ w  one white teacher who got so  t i r e d ,  she applied out  
i n  North Dakota where the re  were very f e w  Negroes so she could go teach 
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i n  a whi te  a r ea .  They don' t  have t o  teach  here ;  they  could go some- 
p l ace  e l s e  and work where t h e r e  aren't--where t h e r e ' s  n o t  a black 
f ace .  So you a r e n ' t  h u r t i n g  them. What you--I t e l l  them a l l  t h e  t ime, 
I say, "What you get f o r  knowledge, you have t o  g e t  here .  But you can ' t  
g e t  it l i k e  p u t t i n g  a h o l e  up t h e r e  and pouring sand i n ;  you got  t o  
earn  it. But once you g e t  i t ,  you never l o s e  i t ,  and nobody can t a k e  
i t  away from you." 

Q. And you l e a r n  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  i t .  

A .  Yes. So we've got  t o  look  a t  both s i d e s .  

Q. Yes, t h a t ' s  a very good--a ve ry  good approach and explana t ion  of 
t h i s  counsel ing s i t u a t i o n .  One of t h e  th ings  t h a t  h a s  been t o l d  t o  me  
is  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when it  comes t o  o r i e n t i n g  s t u d e n t s  toward 
co l l ege ,  t h a t  t h i s  is something t h a t  they  won't ge t .  But looking  a t  it 
from your explana t ion ,  t h i s  could be some of t h e  . . . 
A .  Yes, and every s tuden t  i s n ' t  co l l ege  ma te r i a l .  That doesn ' t  go f o r  
b lacks  only;  many whi tes  a r e  not .  

Q.  hat's c o r r e c t .  

A .  That ' s  one reason  why I t h i n k  we should have a good voca t iona l  
school  here. But you have t o  t h i n k  about t h a t ,  too .  And B e t t i e  Allen 
t o l d  me  t h i s ,  when she  was working up t h e r e  on Eleventh and Cap i to l ,  
she  s a i d  a young man came i n  t o  he r  t o  apply  f o r  a job. She t a lked  t o  
him and t a lked  t o  him, s o  she  turned  around t o  t h e  te lephone and c a l l e d  
a bu i ld ing  con t r ac to r  t h a t  she  knew, about h i r i n g  him. And he s a i d ,  
"Send him ave r  h e r e  and I w i l l  t a l k  t o  him." And when she  turned around 
t o  the  boy and said--don't l o s e  my p i c t u r e  t h e r e .  

Q. No, I won't l o s e  i t .  

A .  [She] t a l k e d  t o  him about going. Be s a i d ,  "I don' t  want: t h a t  kind 
of a job. I don ' t  want t h a t  kind of a job--that 's  kinda hard work." 
And B e t t i e  s a i d ,  "What do you want?" "I want a job s i t t i n g  behind a 
desk l i k e  you a r e  doing." So Bettie handed him an a p p l i c a t i o n  blank,  
and he  couldn ' t  f i l l  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  blank ou t .  But he d i d n ' t  want a 
job working wi th  a con t r ac to r ,  which w a s  hard work; he wanted a job 
behind a desk, b u t  he  d i d n ' t  have t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  f i l l  o u t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
blank. So everybody i s n ' t  co l l ege  material. 

Q. Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. But everybody won't go o u t  t o  t h a t  voca t iona l  school ,  e i t h e r ,  and 
t ake  b r i c k  l ay ing ,  e i t h e r ,  because i t ' s  hard work. 

Q. Yes. Now, t h e r e  again is a--1 don ' t  know whether o r  no t  they have 
been r e a l l y  t r a i n e d  a g i n s t  t h i s ,  bu t  f o r  a long  t i m e  they had t h i s  idea  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  a l l  t h a t  a b lack  could do. 

A .  Well, t h a t  may be so, t oo .  But do you know what b r i c k  l a y e r s  make 
and vha t  plumbers make? 
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Q. I have a very  good idea ,  yes.  

A .  You h i r e  one, and you bleed through t h e  nose t r y i n g  t o  pay them. 
They make more than  t h e  man s i t t i n g  behind t h e  desk over  t h e r e  i n  t h e  
s t a t ehouse  i s  making. 

Q. Oh, d e f i n i t e l y ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  

A. A whole l o t .  So, why should you t u r n  up your . . . 
Q. There was a time, you have t o  look a t  i t ,  where they  were d i r e c t i n g  
them i n t o  something t h a t ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  t h e  unions weren ' t  open, bu t  
t h a t  is  no t  t h e  c a s e  anymore. The unions a r e  open now. And i t ' s  no 
reason,  whatever,  t o  frown on one of t h e s e  s k i l l e d  labor jobs now. 

A .  My husband has  a f r i e n d  who's an e x c e l l e n t  b r i ck l aye r ,  and he  has 
s e v e r a l  sons. He  wanted t o  teach  one of h i s  boys, and he  t o l d  him no. 
And he  s a i d ,  "Well, what 's  t h e  ma t t e r ;  t h i s  is marvelous work." He 
s a i d ,  "Look a t  your hands." This  i s  what he s a i d  t o  h i s  f a t h e r .  He  
d i d n ' t  want hands l i k e  t h a t .  So the re fo re ,  he  wasn't  going t o  l e a r n  
t o  be a b r i ck l aye r ,  even though h i s  f a t h e r  was a marvelous b r i c k l a y e r ,  
because he  d i d n ' t  want hands t h a t  looked l i k e  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  hands. So 
you s e e ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l l  s o r t s  of t angen t s  and elements t o  t h i s  bus ines s  
of working. 

Q. Yes, there are many a s p e c t s  t a  it. Give me t h e  names of t h e s e  
[ p i c t u r e ]  aga in .  

A. That ' s  my f a t h e r ' s  s i s t e r .  

Q. Okay, your aunt  and cousin.  

Q. Y e s ,  bu t  t h a t ' s  q u i t e  an  o ld ,  o l d  p i c t u r e .  I was going t o  show you 
t h e  o t h e r  p i c t u r e  from t h a t  family.  See, t h e  f i r s t  t ime she marr ied,  
she  married a very  f a i r  wh i t e  man--I mean a colored  man--and she  had 
two daughters .  That ' s  one of t h e  daughters ,  and 1'11 t e l l  you about he r .  
That's t h e  o t h e r  daughter .  And then  she  and t h a t  man broke up. She 
marr ied a whi te  man whose name was C-0-T-H-R-A-N.  hat's t h e  name of 
t h e  c u r r e n t  Miss h r i c a .  ( laughs)  And they  went t o  l i v e  i n  For t  
Worth, Texas. That is  t h e  c h i l d  she  had by t h e  whi te  man whose name i s  
Charles  Cothran. M i s s  America's name is  Cothran. 

Once when t h i s  l i t t l e  boy w a s  about f o u r  or  f i v e  years o l d ,  she  brought 
him back t o  Mound City--my f a t h e r ' s  from Mound Ci ty ,  I l l i n o i s - - t o  v i s i t  
my grandmother. And my grandmother's part: Indian,  p a r t  Negro, and p a r t  
white .  And she  t o l d  t h e  l i t t l e  boy t h a t  h i s  grandmother was Ind ian ,  
Well, my grandmother owned a good b i t  of proper ty  t h e r e ;  she owned h e r  
house and some vacant l o t s  and another  house on Hyde S t r e e t  on which we 
were one of two colored f ami l i e s .  But she  owned proper ty  clear back t o  
the  next  s t r e e t ,  which was Diamond S t r e e t ,  and which had many colored 
f a m i l i e s  . 
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There wasn't anybody f o r  t h e  l i t t l e  boy t o  p lay  wi th  on Hyde S t r e e t ,  
so  he went back on Diamond S t r e e t .  And he w a s  t a l k i n g  about h i s  
grandmother being Indian.  And they  s a i d ,  "Your grandmama's n o t  an 
Indian;  s h e ' s  a Nigges." ( l augh te r )  And when they  came back, my aunt ,  
i n  t h e  l i t t l e  p i c t u r e ,  whose name is  Cora, h i g h t a i l e d  i t  back f o r  
Fo r t  Worth. See, she  had gone back t h e r e  t o  grandmother and g rea t -  
grandmother. That ' s  my great-grandmother and my grandmother and they 
were h e r s ,  too.  And she  never brought him back anymore, but  when she  
would--this one h e r e  married a man i n  Chicago. 

Q. This  r e a l l y  is your cousin? 

A. Oh yes ,  t h a t ' s  my f i r s t  cousin;  I ' m  going t o  show you. But she ' s  
co lored  and she  d idn ' t - - th i s  i s  t h e  man she  marr ied who w a s  p a r t  Jewish 
and p a r t  colored,  and they l i v e d  i n  Chicago. So this one, Cora, could 
come t o  ChPcago:and v i a i t  h e r ,  see, without  any t roub le ;  and my grand- 
mother would go up t o  Chicago and v i s i t  them. That ' s  t h e  way she  got 
t o  s e e  he r ,  bu t  she  d i d n ' t  . . . 

END OF TAPE ONE, SIDE TWO 

A. That ' s  my f a t h e r ' s  s i d e  of the house; we t a lked  about my mother 's 
s i d e  of t h e  house, s o  f a r .  I was downstairs  and I ran  ac ros s  t h i s .  
That ' s  John, Colonel John Wilson when he  was Captain John Wilson back 
i n  1948. 

Q. Is t h i s  t h e  John Wilson who used t o  work wi th  t h e  [boy] scouts?  

A. No, t h a t ' s  h i s  son. 

Q. This  is  h i s  son? 

A. It was h i s  daughter t h a t  I s a i d  was teaching  over a t  . . . 
Q. Yes, a t  t h e  school .  

A. This  is  Colonel Wilson who l i v e s  o u t  t h e r e  on South Second S t r e e t ,  
now. But I found t h a t .  But i t  was a very  i n t e r e s t i n g  paper.  It w a s  
1948, and i t  had s o  many, many th ings  i n  i t  of people I--that is Bunch 
when he--look what he  looked l i k e  the re .  

Q. Yes, Ralph Bunch. 

A. He's a very young looking  Ralph Bunch t h e r e .  This  has  been a l o t  
of fun. I used t o  have--I threw them away. When I moved, I found 
papers that--Negro, co lored ,  b l ack  papers  t h a t  my mother and them had 
he re  back i n  1904. And they had i n  t h e r e  about  p a r t i e s  t h a t  people 
had and what they served a t  t h e  p a r t y  and everything.  And you know, 
I never thought about them being of  any h i s t o r i c a l  importance. I had 
s o  much s t u f f  t o  g e t  r i d  of when I moved, I j u s t  threw away s t u f f  u n t i l  
it ran  o u t  of my ears; and I threw them away! 
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Q. What is t h i s ?  

A .  That is an obi tuary  of my f a t h e r ' s  f i r s t  cousin. I was going 
back t o  ge t  da tes ,  you know. That 's  one of t h e  th ings  I w a s  ge t t ing .  

Q. Now, your f a t h e r ' s  f i r s t  cousin. This was way back. 

A. Yes, i t  says, "Friday, March 4 ,  1904. Mrs. Dora Reed, a w e l l -  
known colored woman of t h i s  ci tyt ' - - this  was from the white paper-- ' 1 passed away t o  her  f u t u r e  reward a t  t h e  age of t h i r t y  years ,  seven 
months, and twelve days, surrounded by many sorrowful f r i ends .  She 
has o f t e n  expressed a wi l l ingness  t o  depar t  f o r  the  b e t t e r  world. 

t h i s  c i t y  about twenty years  and had won the  confidence and esteem 
of a l l  who knew her ,  both white and colored. She was t he  n iece  of 
Maggie vilkinst '--that was my grandmother--"~er f a t h e r  Don Ze l l  and 
brother  W i l l  Reed survive her .  She was a popular member of t h e  A M E 
church, and during her  i l l n e s s  and her  death, many white l a d i e s  of 
the  c i t y  paid t h e i r  r e spec t s  t o  her." (laughs) "Funeral se rv ices  
would be  . . .I' But I was going back t ry ing  t o  e s t a b l i s h  dates ,  you 
know, when she was born and a l l  t h a t .  

Q. Now, these  a r e  a l l  your cousins here,  a r e n ' t  they? 

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  my f i r s t  cousin, and t h i s  is--now, these  people l i v e  
a t  For t  Worth. You see,  I don' t  claim these  people because I wouldn't 
cause them t roub le  f o r  anything i n  t h e  world. 

Q. Oh, I see. 

A. See, they ' re  white; they ' r e  not  black. ( laughter)  They're black 
and white. And when Father Holly--do you remember Father Holly? You 
weren't  here  when Father Holly . . . 
Q. No, I wasn't here.  

A .  Father Holly was a t  t h e  Episcopal Church, and he went from here  t o  
FortlWorth. They wrote t o  us  every Christmas, t h i s  middle one, my 
f a t h e r ' s  niece--this is also John Wilson's wife,  and t h a t ' s  why they 
were thinking that she was a white woman, and her husband. They wrote 
t o  us  every Christmas and s e n t  Christmas presents  u n t i l  my f a t h e r  died,  
and then they stopped wri t ing .  So when Father Holly took h i s  charge 
down i n  For t  Worth, I sa id ,  "Father, I want you t o  look i n  a telephone 
book o r  t h e  c i t y  d i rec to ry  and s e e  i f  Marjorie i s  s t i l l  a l i v e ,  i f  she 
s t i l l  l i v e s  a t  t h i s  address on St .  Louis Avenue In  For t  Worth." Because 
T . jus t  wanted t o  know i f  she was s t i l l  there .  I said, "But f o r  heaven 
sakes, don't  contact  her  because I would not  give her  any t rouble  f o r  
anything i n  t h e  world, because a l l  of her  l i f e  she ' s  been i n  For t  Worth 
a s  white." I wouldn't br ing  up anything now that she's not .  

And I got  a long dis tance  c a l l  from Father .  H e  c a l l e d  her up, (laughs) 
but  Father is  from Kiti ,  you see,  and she d idn ' t  know from h i s  voice 
what he  was, so she i nv i t ed  him t o  come and s e e  her .  So Father ca l l ed  
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m e  t o  a sk  m e  d i d  I th ink  he  should go? I sa id ,   or heaven sake, 
don' t  go." ( laughter )  I s a i d ,  "I d idh ' t  ask you t o  get i n  touch and 
I explained t o  you f u l l y  why." I sa id ,  "I j u s t  wanted you t o  look 
up i n  the telephone book and s e e  if you s a q ~  a Vailey1'--her name is  
Vailey--"at t h i s  address o r  i f  she ' s  Pn the  c i t y  d i rec to ry  t o  see  i f  
s h e ' s  s t i l l  a l ive . "  I said, "I j u s t  wanted t o  know tha t . "  I sa id ,  
"I have her  address i f  I want t o  w r i t e  her .  Don't go s e e  her." 
( laughter )  

But Father was going t o  r u i n  th ings ,  see, because she went down t o  
For t  Worth when she was l i t t l e  l i k e  you s e e  i n  t h a t  small t i n y  
p ic tu re ,  see. And t h a t ' s  t h e  only p i c t u r e  I ever have had of my aunt.  
That 's  my aunt and my f i r s t  cousin, and I would not  l o s e  t h a t  f o r  love 
nor money! But t h i s  is  a f t e r  she ' s  grown up, and her  two children.  
That one, she ' s  a s i s t e r ,  t he  f u l l  sister t o  t h i s  one, who married 
baack, i f  you can c a l l  t h a t  black. And t h i s  was the  ch i ld .  That one 
i s  t h e i r  c h i l d ,  see? But t h i s  one i s  the  half-brother  t o  t h a t  one, 
but  t h i s  was by t h e  white f a t h e r  who took the family t o  For t  Worth. 
And t h a t ' s  why 1 say--his name i s  Charles C-0-T-H-R-A-N, and the  current  
M i s s  America, who is from Fort: Worth, i s  named Shir ley  C-0-THH-R-A-N. 
And I have an idea  t h a t  t h i s  is probably. . . 
Q. R-A-N. 

A. But I wouldn't say t h a t  because I wouldn't ge t  M i s s  America i n  any 
kind of t rouble ,  nor her  family i n  any kind of t rouble  under any circum- 
stances;  but . . . 

I Q. Then, maybe they may not  even be r e l a t e d ?  

A .  That may not  be, but  t h e  only th ing is ,  he wasn't a For t  Worth man, 
he went there .  So I wouldn't say t h a t  he had a family i n  For t  Worth. 

Q. I know of a s i t u a t i o n  where we were a t  home and somebody came t o  
my mother and sa id ,  "Mrs. McPherson, congratulat ions.  We j u s t  heard on 
t h e  news where Evelyn won a l o t  of money." And we hadn' t  heard it, and 
so  they brought a paper t o  show us ,  and they had the  name Evelyn Bernice 
McPherson. And we waited t o  hear  f r o m  her .  W e  d idn ' t  hear from her;  
f i n a l l y  my mother wrote her .  It was another person. 

A. (laughs) Altogether .  

I Q. With the  same name. 

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  So t h a t ' s  why I say I wouldn't under any circum- 
stances.  

Q. Right,  t h a t ' s  co r rec t .  I mean, t h e r e ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  of kinship,  
but  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  . . , Now, when you grew up i n  Spr ingf ie ld ,  what 
was Spr ingf ie ld  l i k e ?  

A. Well, I don't  r e a l l y  know how t o  explain it. I was thinking about 
something the  o ther  day, and I said--I was thinking about Bunn Park, f o r  
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one thing.  And t h e  thfng t h a t  made m e  th ink about i t ,  when I got 
t h i s  deed out ,  my grandfather bought h i s  property from old  man I l e s ,  
E l i j ah  Iles. He owned a l l  of t h i s  property out  here  f o r  miles around, 
and he had t h i s  park and he named i t  Mildred Park a f t e r  h i s  wife. 

Q. Oh, I see,  t h i s  is  how . . . 
A .  It only became Bunn Park when they put a golf course out  the re  
i n  t h e  ea r ly  1920's o r  somewhere around there .  It was Mildred Park, 
and i t  was a beau t i fu l ,  beau t i fu l  place.  It had a lake ,  and t h e  lake  
drained out  over a l i t t l e  wa te r fa l l  down underneath Fox Road and went 
on across over here under where now they have Taylor Avenue, over 
where they have t h a t  l i t t l e  place they f i s h  where t h e  boy was drowned 
not too long ago. 

W e  had a l l  t h e  church picnics  out  a t  Mildred Park, and i t  was lovely 
t o  go out  there .  It had wild flowers, and many a time have I gathered 
jack-in-the-pulpits, v i o l e t s  and th ings  out  the re  while I was going t o  
church p icn ics  a t  Mildred Park. Then i n  t h e  19201s, e a r l y  there ,  
they made it i n t o  a golf course--nine holes, not  eighteen holes l i k e  
it i s  now-and it  became Bunn Park. It was named f o r  the  Bunn family 
here  by t h e  Park Board. They may not have even known t h a t  it  was 
named Mildred Park because Mildred was t h e  name of E l i j a h  I l e s '  w i f e ,  
who had owned tremendous amounts of property here, and t h a t  park was 
i n  honor of h i s  wife,  May never ever have known it,  because i t  was a 
p r iva te  park u n t i l  i t  was turned over t o  t h e  c i t y ,  and was Mildred 
Park f o r  years.  

And then i t  was t h e  only place i n  town t o  swim.  After  it became Bunn 
Park they made t h i s  lagoon i n t o  a swimming place,  but  blacks could not 
s w i m  i n  it; only whites could s w i m  i n  i t .  But it became a mecca, t h e  
golf course and t h e  s w i d n g  place, and the  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e  went out  
there .  Governor and South Eighth, and then t h a t  used t o  go down Ash 
S t r e e t .  Come down Eighth S t r e e t  t o  Ash, go across  Ash t o  Fourteenth, 
and Fourteenth down to  Bunn Park. And t h e  South Eleventh Street car  
came down South Eleventh, stopped r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  05 our house. We 
l ived  on t h e  corner and w e  had access t o  two s t r e e t c a r  l i n e s ,  t h e  
Eleventh S t r e e t  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e  and the  Eighth S t r e e t  l i n e .  

On Sunday afternoon people went out  the re  i n  droves! They used t o  run 
two s t r e e t c a r s .  You know, t h e  old open c a r s  t h a t  had t h e  cross  s e a t s  
and t h a t  had t h e  l i t t l e  s t e p  along on the  s i d e  where t h e  conductor 
went along and gathered the  f a r e s ,  along t h e  s i d e  of t h e  ca r .  And they 
turned t h e  t r o l l e y  a t  t h e  end of t h e  l i n e  and had a motorman and a con- 
ductor on every ca r .  And r i g h t  down t h e r e  by us the re  was what they 
c a l l  a switch. When t h e  car came back from t h e  park, i t  stopped on 
the  switch; and t h e  c a r  came from t o m ,  it stopped on t h e  switch and 
then they went on, you know. (laughs) That was r i g h t  a t  my house. 

And I was thinking how people went the re  i n  droves and t h e  s t r e e t c a r s  
were j u s t  absolute ly  f u l l  of people going t o  Bunn Park t o  play golf and 
t o  swim--these were white people, of course--on Sunday afternoon. And 
now t h a t  kind of entertainment wouldn't . . . well ,  t h e  go l f ,  but t h a t  
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kind of entertainment wouldn't even draw two people and i f  so, they'd 
go t n  t h e i r  ca r s .  But I mean, how t i m e s  have changed when enter ta in-  "' 

mant was so . . . 
Q. A t  a premium, I guess. 

A. Well, i t  was so . . . you j u s t  d id  th ings  together i n  small groups. 
You took your p icn ic  basket; people ca r r i ed  p icnic  baskets  of food out  
the re  and had t h i s  b ig  t i m e .  Now you j u s t  don" do thfngs l ike  t h a t .  
But one th ing about black people, they made t h e i r  own good t i m e s ,  and 
they had so  many p a r t i e s  at: t h e i r  own houses and th ings  l i k e  t h a t  
because t h a t ' s  what they had t o  do. There j u s t  r e a l l y  wasn't anything 
o the r  than t h a t  s o r t  of thing.  

Q. Do you remember when i t  began t o  open up? 

A. No; I don't  too much, because I went away when I was seventeen t o  
col lege  and I was only home then i n  t h e  summertime, and then I couldn' t  
get work here. That was r e a l l y  t h e  end of my being p a r t  of Sprgngfie ld.  
And then I married, the  f i r s t  t i m e ,  a d e n t i s t  I n  Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
and I went t o  Michigan t o  live. And then when he died shor t ly  after 
we were married, I went back and got  my master 's  degree and I went t o  
North Carolina. And my job was a twelve-month job; I anly got t o  come 
home about th ree  weeks f o r  vacation i n  between the  last week of August 
and September. So I don' t  r e c a l l  a l o t  of th ings  t h a t  happened In  t h e  
twenties and t h e  t h i r t i e s  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  you know. But I can 
remember t h a t  they had this swimming a t  Bunn Park and blacks couldn't 
s w i m  there ,  I remember t h a t .  

Q. Was the re  any place where blacks could gs and swim i n  a publ ic  place? 

A. No, the re  wasn't any place t o  swim. Swimming wasn't a p a r t  of . . . 
Q. Oh, t h a t  was t h e  only place? 

A.  That was t h e  only place t o  swim.  You d idn ' t  have swimming pools 
l i k e  you have now. Swimming wasn't a p a r t  of l i f e  a s  i t  i s  now. That 
w a s  t h e  only place i n  town t o  swim,  was a t  t h a t  place.  

Q. Did you have wel ls  o r  did  you have water supplied? 

A. We had a w e l l  and w e  had a c i s t e r n ;  w e  were very a r i s t o c r a t i c .  
(laughs) We had a great: b ig  c i s t e r n  r i g h t  out  from our back porch near 
the  fence. That had been my grandmother's p r ide  and joy, and t h a t  got 
r a i n  water, I don't  know how t h e  r a i n  wate'r ever got i n  i t .  It m u s t  
have been piped. 

Q. You didn ' t  have g u t t e r s  o r  something that  took i t  from t h e  house 
down there? 

A. Y e s ,  we had g u t t e r s  but  i t  must have gotten in the re  some way. They 
must have done i t  underneath the  ground somewhere. I just: don't  r e a l l y  
know. I just know t h a t  it was r a i n  water, and t h a t ' s  t h e  kind of water 
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they used t o  wash because it was s o f t .  Then about t en  o r  twelve f e e t  
from t h a t ,  w e  had a very deep w e l l  and pump. And I know when the  
s t r e e t c a r  used t o  s top out  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  house and the  men were 
changing t r o l l e y s ,  they always used t o  run around and come i n  our back- 
yard and get a dr ink of cold water, and then they'd get  on t h e  s t r e e t c a r  
and go back t o  town, t h e  motorman. Then u n t i l  I was a great  b i g  g i r l ,  
oh, a s i zeab le  g i r l ,  I guess [I was] maybe about twelve years o ld  
before w e  had c i t y  water because it wasn't out  there .  

And I remember when we got gas. I must have been about maybe t h i r t e e n  
years o ld .  W e l l ,  maybe w e  got gas and water a t  the  same time, and then 
we got a gas stove. Before w e  had a gas stove, we had what we used t o  
c a l l  a Cole High Oven s tove  i n  our kitchen. 

A. C-0-L-E High Oven. It was a kind of combination cook s tove  and 
heating stove. It was made here  l i k e  a cook stove,  but then it  had 
some way t h a t  t h e  heat went up and the  oven was up high and you could 
bake up high, but it both heated and cooked. I remember t h a t ,  when we 
got t h a t .  We had an old s tove  f i r s t  with a water r ese rvo i r  on t h e  s i d e ,  
where you had t h e  coal  over here and a th ing t h a t  made hot  water on t h e  
s ide ,  and then when w e  got t h e  Cole High Oven stove,  we were r e a l l y  
coming up t h e  ladder.! My mother was about t h e  only one i n  her  group 
t h a t  had one of those. (laughs) But I remember t h a t  w e l l  up u n t i l ,  
oh, I imagine it must have been 1911 o r  1912 o r  something. Then they 
put c i t y  water, and when they put c i t y  water out  there ,  we got water 
and we got gas. 

And then not too long a f t e r  t h a t ,  they paved t h e  streets. And I know 
when they paved Eleventh S t r e e t  and Ash S t r e e t ,  my f a t h e r  w a s  so  unhappy 
because they assessed you, see. The c i t y  d idn ' t  do i t ,  you had t o  pay 
the  assessment f o r  so  many f e e t .  And we l i v e d  on the  corner, so  when 
they paved Ash S t r e e t ,  they charged us f o r  so many f e e t  up Eleventh 
S t r e e t ;  and when they paved Eleventh S t r e e t ,  they charged us  f o r  so 
many f e e t  on Ash S t ree t .  So we were caught double, see.  

Q. Both ways. 

A. Both ways. 

Q. But, of course, then t h a t  helped t h e  increase df-value7.1ater nn? 

A. I n c r e a ~ e  of what? 

Q. The value of your property, being . . . 
A. Oh, yes, yes, yes. I s a i d  t h a t  my grandfather paid $550, according 
t o  t h i s  deed, f o r  t h e  corner--for t h e  80 f e e t  f r o n t  and the  165 f e e t  
deep--and when I moved I had i t  appraised, and it  was appraised a t  
$38,000. So t h a t  meant t h a t  t h e  value came up over a period of years,  
a hundred years,  considerably. 
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Q. Now, did you have any brothers  and s i s t e r s ?  

A. No, I was an only chi ld .  

Q, A n  only c h i l d ,  

A. My f a t h e r  had one sister. and t h a t  was a l l ;  the re  were j u s t  two 
of them. But my mother, t h e r e  were eleven i n  her  family, and she was 
t h e  f i f t h  chi ld .  

Q. All r i g h t .  I th ink at t h i s  point  we should t a l k  some now about 
your education. We have talked about background, et  ce tera .  After  you 
f in ished,  I th ink i t  w a s ,  Springfield High--that was t h e  only high 
school here  a t  t h e  t i m e ?  

A,  Yes. 

Q. So you f in ished Springfield High; you went t o  college.  

A .  I went t o  t h e  Universi ty of I l l i n o i s .  

Q. Oh, t h e  Universi ty of I l l i n o i s .  

A. I have an A.B. and a M.A. from I l l i n o i s .  

Q. Oh r e a l l y .  And you majored i n  home economics? 

A. I majored i n  home economics. It wasn't what I would have chosen, 
r e a l l y .  I was always i n t e r e s t e d  i n  mathematics, and I made my bes t  
grades i n  achool i n  mathematics, and i f  1'd had my druthers ,  I would 
probably have majored i n  mathematics. But you know t h e  war--in 1918, 
people were so  enthused about conservation and learning how t o  make 
food out  of  nothing, you might say; and t h e  extension d iv i s ion  of t h e  
Universi ty of I l l i n o i s  sen t  people a l l  over t h e  s t a t e  t o  hold courses. 
They didn ' t  have i t  l i k e  they have now, with extension bureau i n  each 
county. They had an extension department i n  I l l i n o i s ,  but they sent  
th ings  out  from there .  

A woman came here  and held some courses i n  Springfield High School on 
conservation of food and how t o  make do and make cheap cu t s  of meat do 
and t h i s  and t h a t  and t h e  o ther  thing,  and my mother a s s i s t e d  her .  My 
mother t o l d  her t h a t  I was a senior  i n  high school and she got a l l  
enthused about my taking home economics, i n  f a c t ,  becoming an extension 
worker. This is one th ing t h a t  always in te res ted  me, though. And so 
she w a s  he lpful  i n  ge t t ing  me  a scholarship from t h e  S t a t e  Department 
of Agriculture t o  t h e  University of I l l i n o i s  t o  major i n  home economics. 

Well, I dfdn ' t  know beans when t h e  bag was open about anything about a 
curriculum o r  t h i s  o r  t h a t  o r  t h e  o the r  th ing,  but when you applied 
ahead of time, when you got there ,  they had a l l  t h i s  already made out  
f o r  you. You got i n  l i n e  a lphabe t i ca l ly  and got whatever you were 
supposed t o  do, and you went t o  your counselor and they made out a 
program f o r  you. And, l o e ,  smack and behold, I was i n  home economics 
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but I was i n  l i b e r a l  a r t s  and science, and home economics was i n  the  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  school and I had a scholarship from t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
school. 

It w a s  not  u n t i l  years l a t e r  t h a t  I put two and two together a s  t o  
why my home economics was i n  l i b e r a l  a r t s  and science,  and home 
economics was i n  t h e  a g r i  school. You had t o  take p r a c t i c e  house; 
t h a t  meant you had t o  go and l i v e  s i x  weeks i n  t h e  house with t h e  
o ther  s tudents ,  o r  a  semester. And I suppose they d idn ' t  want a 
black student .  I f  I was i n  l i b e r a l  a r t s  and sciences,  p r a c t i c e  house 
w a s  not  required,  but  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  it was required.  And so I got 
my degree i n  home economics i n  l i b e r a l  a r t s  and science;  I never got 
i t  i n  t h e  school of ag r icu l tu re .  Y e t  t h e  Department of Agriculture 
paid my t u i t i o n  f o r  four years.  I put t h a t  together myself a s  t h e  
reason why, because l a t e r  on i t  was q u i t e  t o  my disadvantage not  t o  
have t h a t .  I taught it a t  A & T col lege  f o r  a  number of years.  I n  
f a c t ,  t h e  whole t e n  years I taught a t  A & T I taught p rac t i ce  house. 
But I didn ' t  have an ac tua l  course i n  i t ,  you see.  

And I could only f igure  t h a t  was t h e  only reason why t h a t  happened, 
but I didn ' t  know . . . it didn ' t  mean anything t o  me.  And i n  a way, 
I ' m  glad, because t h e  requirements f o r  a l i b e r a l  a r t s  degree a r e  q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t  than t h e  requirements f o r  an a g r i c u l t u r e  degree. And con- 
sequently, I got courses I would have never gotten.  I got two years 
of French; t h i s  was required f o r  a l i b e r a l  a r t s  degree, and only one - 

year would have been required f o r  my degree i f  I had gotten i t  i n  
home ec under agr icu l tu re .  So I got  two years  of a Romance language. 
There were so many semesters of h i s t o r y  and th ings  like t h a t  t h a t  
w e r e  required f o r  t h e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  degree t h a t  I would have never 
gotten i f  I had gotten a degree under the  school of ag r icu l tu re .  So 
it  was very much t o  my advantage and it r e a l l y  never kept me out  of a  
job. 

I f in ished the re  and I got  my f i r s t  teaching job a t  Metropolis, I l l i n o i s ,  
and I got down the re  and they d idn ' t  have t h e  f i r s t  home economics 
department. (laughs) This was a l s o  where t h e  l i b e r a l  arts degree came 
i n  handy, because t h e  l i b e r a l  arts required you t o  take  so  much English, 
and I had t o  take  English l i t e r a t u r e  and a l l  t h a t  s o r t  of thing,  and 
Arnerlcan l i t e r a t u r e ,  and I wouldn't have had t o  have taken t h a t  i n  t h e  
agr icu l tu re .  And I found myself down i n  Metropolis teaching American 
l i t e r a t u r e  and English l i t e r a t u r e  and ancient  h is tory .  And i f  I hadn't  
have had a l i b e r a l  a r t s  degree, I could have never done i t .  But I 
taught four years,  I mean I had all English c lasses  f o r  the  first, 
second, t h i r d  and four th  years of high schools, p lus  a c l a s s  i n  ancient  
h i s to ry ,  my f i r s t  year of teaching a t  Metropolis. 

And so I had a f r i end  who was i n  school with me,  her name was Alice 
McGee, she was from Festus,  Missouri. And she f in ished I l l i n o i s  t h e  
year after I did,  but she was an o lde r  g i r l ,  she had been out  of school 
f o r  a couple of years and had worked and taught and then came back t o  
I l l i n o i s .  And she went t o  Lincoln University [Jef ferson City,  Missour%] 
t o  teach geography. And Nathan Young was the president  then; he  had 
come t o  Lincoln From Flor ida  S ta te .  He  had been pres ident  of Flor ida  
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S t a t e  a t  Tallahassee f o r  years,  and he l e f t  the re  and came out  t o  
Jef ferson C l t y  because they w e r e  t ry ing  t o  r a i s e  the  standard of 
Lincoln University. Unt i l  he came there ,  the  teachers d idn ' t  have 
t o  have degrees. They could have l o t s  of experience i n  th ings  l i k e  . . . 
Q. You mean at  Lincoln? 

A. Yes. So he was bringing i n  teachers with degrees and a l l  t h a t  
s o r t  of thing,  and he wanted a home economics teacher,  and Alice 
recommended me. And I went out  t o  Lincoln t o  teach, and I never taught 
out of t h e  col lege  l e v e l  a f t e r  t h a t .  I taught a t  Lincoln th ree  years 
and then I got married. And I married a d e n t i s t  from Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, whose name was Emmett Bolden. 

Q. Who, now? 

A. Emmett B-0-L-D-E-N. And I went the re  t o  l i v e .  H e  was a Howard 
graduate. But h e  had been an a t h l e t e  a t  t h e  same high school t h a t  
Gerald Ford went t o ,  South High School i n  Grand Rapids. But he was 
small, and i n  order t o  compete wi th  the  boys on the  basketbal l  team 
and t h e  foo tba l l  team--and which he  did and he  had many, many, many 
write-ups--he developed an a t h l e t i c  hea r t .  And we d idn ' t  know i t .  
After  we were married he wanted t o  increase  h i s  insurance, and when 
he went t o  have an examination, they found t h e  enlarged hear t  which 
had come from h i s  a t h l e t i c  pa r t i c ipa t ion .  That 's  one th ing I th ink 
about, these  boys p a r t i c i p a t i n g  so  hard i n  these  th ings  l i k e  basketbal l  
and foo tba l l .  (phone s ings )  Pardon me.  ( t ape  stopped and s t a r t e d )  

He had an a t h l e t i c  hea r t  and he had what they c a l l  e s s e n t i a l  hypertension. 
Of course now they have drugs they handle hypertension w i t h ,  but they 
d idn ' t  then. And he was a very excel lent  d e n t i s t .  H e  had two cha i r s  
and a beau t i fu l  o f f i c e ;  i n  f a c t ,  he  had a whole f loor .  And we  had 
bought a new house and everything, and he came home one night  and he  
was s o r t  of t i r e d  and he had a s t roke .  And he  was only thir ty-four 
years o ld .  And he was paralyzed from t h e  top of h i s  head r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  
down, everything, a l l  h i s  r i g h t  s ide .  Couldn't t a l k ,  couldn' t  do any- 
thing. And i t  was seven months before he could go back t o  h i s  o f f i c e .  
And he recovered e n t i r e l y  except t h a t  he j u s t  drug one foo t  a l i t t l e  
b i t .  

But a f t e r  another year,  he  had had twenty-three p a t i e n t s  one day, and 
he sa id ,  " I ' m  going t o  go down t o  t h e  golf school"--it w a s  i n  February-- 
I I and take  a few golf lessons  because I j u s t  f e e l  l i k e  I got t o  do some- 
th ing t o  get the tension." He  never--he had another s t roke .  He had 
cardiac  thrombosis, and he died within th ree  days. Oh, he l a s t e d  a 
week from Monday t o  Friday. And h i s  mother and f a t h e r  were down i n  
Louisvi l le ,  Kentucky, v i s i t f n g  and I c a l l e d  them, and h i s  mother came 
back on t h e  t r a i n  and h l s  f a the r  drove back. And his mother got i n  on 
Thursday evening and went t o  9 f r i e n d ' s  house, and she was so excited 
about him, she died. Had a hear t  a t t a c k  and died. And he  died t h e  
next morning a t  s i x  o'clock. And the re  h i s  f a t h e r  came home and had 
t o  f ind  h i s  son dead and h i s  wife dead. I was ac tua l ly  . . . I don' t  
know maybe I j p s t  went t o  pieces,  p r a c t i c a l l y .  We had t o  have a double 
funera l ;  w e  had t o  have everything. 
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And then I had a l l  t h i s  business t o  s e t t l e ,  you know. And the  n ight  
he died,  I was up t h e r e  i n  t h e  apartment--we had an apartment. We had 
b u i l t  a house, but  when the  Depression came, the  man t h a t  sold us t h e  
house had mortgaged it with a second mortgage and he  d idn ' t  pay any 
of t h e  mortgages, and they foreclosed on him and foreclosed on us ,  too. 
See, and we d idn ' t  know. We weren't behlnd a payment, w e  l o s t  our 
house. So w e  had an apartment, then, up i n  t h e  same building with 
the  o f f fce .  And t h e  n ight  he  w a s  dying, the  policeman came ups ta i r s ,  
and I had a t r a ined  nurse there,  and I wanted t o  know what he was doing 
up there .  And he sa id ,  "Well, your downstairs door was open and I saw 
a l i g h t  up here  and I came u p s t a i r s  t o  see  what was happening." But 
it was a cop t h a t  I didn ' t  know; I knew a l l  t h e  cops on t h e  beat  because 
sometime when we'd leave  t h e  door open, then they'd come and say, "Doc, 
yousdoor i s  open." But I went down and locked it.  

H e  died two days l a t e r ,  and my mother came, and my f a t h e r  and my uncle 
and my father-in-law, they were a l l  t h e r e  t h a t  night  a f t e r  t h e  funera l .  
And I heard t h i s  noise  a t  my door along about two o'clock i n  t h e  morning, 
and i t  was a crowbar. I could hear them, cracking. So I ran back through 
t h e  house t o  my kitchen door and I could look out ,  and I saw a man out- 
s ide .  And I knew my downstairs was locked because my father-in-law had 
gone down and locked it. So I put a p i s t o l  through t h e  l e t t e r  s l o t  and 
I shot ,  and t h e  man s a i d ,  " B i l l ,  d id  you shoot?" And I could see  through 
t h e  l e t t e r  s l o t ,  and I saw a policeman's h a t  come up t o  t h e  landing,  and 
he s a i d ,  "Hell, no. That b u l l e t  came from up there."  

So I opened t h e  door and I sa id ,  "I shot ,  and I want you t o  get  out  of 
here." And it was t h e  policeman. H e  s a i d ,  "ady, I j u s t  found your 
door open and I came up here  t o  s e e  what was happening." But the re  was 
no way f o r  him-for a burglar  t o  have changed places  with him i n  t h e  
t i m e  i t  took m e  t o  run through t o  the  door with my gun. See, a s  soon 
a s  I heard t h e  noise,  I flew. So they had m e  over t o  t h e  po l i ce  s t a t i o n .  
(laughs) When I t o l d  t h e  man, he  sa id ,  "You're a nervous"--the de tec t ive  
said--"You're a nervous woman with a gun." I sa id ,  "No, I"m not .  My 
husband died and I ' ve  got t o  s t a y  i n  t h a t  apartment f o r  two months u n t i l  
I get h i s  th ings  s t ra ightened out ,  and I ' m  not  alone, I have someone 
with me.  But i f  you th ink t h a t  I shouldn't  have the  gun, 1'11 turn  it 
i n ,  but i t ' s  regis tered ."  The policeman was so excited he s a i d ,  "Let 
m e  see t h a t  gun." I s a i d ,  "The gun is reg i s t e red ,  and don' t  take  it." 
W e  s a id ,  "My God, a .38 Colt." It was a .38 Smith and Wesson pol ice  
gun, but . . . 
Q. Well, what were they t ry ing? Were they t ry ing  t h e  door o r  what? 

A .  They were t ry ing  t o  pry the  door open with a crowbar, and t h e  marks 
were a l l  along the s i d e  of the door. Later  on, two years l a t e r  when I 
got my degree and had gone t o  A & T t o  teach, the  Grand Rapids po l i ce  
ca l l ed  m e  long dis tance  and asked me i f  I could remember what happened, 
and I told them. And they laughed, and they s a i d ,  "This t i m e  we have 
him dead t o  r igh t s . "  The cop! And h i s  par tner ,  f o r  breaking i n .  They 
were going--they had a t ruck i n  t h e  a l l e y ;  they were going t o  move m e  
out .  My husband had a l l  t h i s  den ta l  equipment, and our house and every- 
th ing was there ,  see? They d idn ' t  th ink I would be t h e r e  the  n ight  of 
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the  funera l  because I was alone t h e  n ight  he died,  see,  and thought I 
wouldn't be the re .  

And then they t o l d  m e ,  they sa id ,  "We d idn ' t  t e l l  you this when it 
happened, but he had been on another beat  and the re  had been a jewelry 
robbery of a jewelry s to re ,  and w e  thought he had something t o  do with 
it but we couldn' t  prove it.  And we moved him, and then t h i s  th ing 
happened t o  you and we couldn't  prove t h a t .  He  s a i d  he was t ry ing  t o  
protec t  you. But t h i s  t i m e ,  we have him." 

I Q. And they ca l l ed  you t o  t e l l  you t h a t ?  

A. And then they t o l d  me,  they s a i d ,  "Write us a l e t t e r  and put 
everything i n  i t ,  and send it spec ia l  de l ivery  a i r  mail, of what 
happened t o  you." And then they t o l d  me t h a t  he had been planning t o  
rob me, and h i s  par tner ,  and they had t h e  t ruck i n  t h e  a l l e y  t o  move 
m e  out ,  see.  But I was home; I was the re  and 1 shot a t  him. The 
de tec t ive  sa id ,   uppo pose you had k i l l e d  him" I sa id ,   u up pose I had." 
I sa id ,  "He had come through my street door, u p s t a i r s  t o  the  second 
f loor  outs ide  of my apartment door, and," I s a i d ,  "he was on my 
property." 

I Q. You mean he had l e f t  t h e  s t r e e t ?  

A .  Oh yes, because see ,  I was l i v i n g  on t h e  second f l o o r  and t h e  s t r e e t  
door was locked. And they had opened t h e  s t r e e t  door, and t h e r e  were 
c i g a r e t t e  b u t t s  a l l  i n  t h e r e  where they had stood and waited. I guess 
one had waited f o r  t h e  o ther  one. And then they had come u p s t a i r s  t o  
my u p s t a i r s  door, and t h a t ' s  t h e  one t h a t  they w e r e  prying open with 
the  crowbar, see.  (laughs) But it  was q u i t e  something. So then I 
didn ' t  have a job . . . 
Q. Was your apartment and h i s  o f f i c e  on t h e  same f loor?  

A. Yes, they were on t h e  same f l o o r .  I n  f a c t ,  the apartment was i n  t h e  
back and you went along a s i d e  h a l l  and went up t o  t h e  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  
f ron t .  They were together,  see,  so  I j u s t  ran  r i g h t  from the  o f f i c e  
r i g h t  through t h e  apartment t o  t h e  back door. There were two doors, 
the  door t o  t h e  o f f i c e  and my back door here, and I shot  through my 
back door. I could see  him out there .  I d idn ' t  know he was a cop, 
though, only a f t e r  I shot  and t h e  second man came up t o  the  landing, 
I saw he was  a cop. He had on h i s  h a t  and everything, and I could see  
him, r i g h t  through the l e t t e r  s l o t .  But he ran.  When I opened the  
door, ( s laps  hands) he ran.  I never could describe him except t h a t  I 
knew he  had a uniform on. H e  d idn ' t  come up the re  t o  l e t  m e  get  a good 
look a t  him. But t h e  o ther  one couldn't get  away, you see, because I 
opened the door so . . . 
Q. Was he  a cop, too? 

A. Oh yes, he was  t h e  cop t h a t  had come u p s t a i r s  the  n ight  my husband 
died and t o l d  me  he  was seeing what was t h e  matter .  He had come up 
and looked, and he had seen what we had up there ,  you see, so they had 
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decided t h a t  t h i s  was an o f f i c e  t h a t  could be moved out .  My husband 
had marvelous equipment, and a l s o  our apartment fu rn i tu re ,  so  we were 
j u s t  going t o  be s t r ipped,  but we weren't. 

But anyway, I got a job a f t e r  he died,  over a t  Lansing. A p o l i t i c i a n  
the re  i n  the  town got m e  a job as a t y p i s t  i n  t h e  autamobile l i c e n s e  
department f o r  t h e  S t a t e  of Michigan, and I worked about s i x  months, 
but I knew t h a t  wasn't f o r  m e .  So I went out  t o  the  Universi ty of 
Michigan, t h e  s t a t e  col lege  the re  a t  Lansing, t o  see about working on 
another degree there .  And then my mother wanted me t o  come back t o  
I l l i n o i s ,  so I came hack and went over t o  t h e  Universi ty of I l l i n o i s  
and got  my second degree, and then went back t o  teaching again. 

Q. What was . . . I know t h a t  was a very shocking and f r ightening 
experience, f o r  your husband and mother-in-law t o  be buried a t  t h e  
same t irne . 
A. Yes, i t  was a t e r r i b l e  thing.  They were buried i n  a doubdk grave, 
and everything was double. And it was just r e a l l y  disconcert ing,  I 'll 
be frank with you. It was so unexpected on both s ides .  My husband 
was a . . . of course, he had t h e  one s t roke ,  but  when he  went out  t h a t  
n ight  t o  take t h e  golf lesson . . . 
Q. But he  had recovered. 

A. Oh yes, he recovered and went on with h i s  p rac t i ce ,  but he c e r t a i n l y  
d idn ' t  expect t o  have t h e  second one. 

Q. Did they t e l l  him whether or  not i t  was too hazardous for him t o  . . . 
A. No .  What r e a l l y  happened, I found t h i s  out  s ince  then, t h e  doctor 
was experimenting with him by giving him i n j e c t i o n s  of s t e r i l e  milk 
with the idea of bringing h i s  blood pressure  down. Because w e  went t o  
Ba t t l e  Creek; B a t t l e  Creek a t  t h a t  time had a medical set-up very 
s imi la r  t o  t h e  Mayo brothers,  and they sa id  t h a t  he had what they ca l l ed  
e s s e n t i a l  hypertension and he wouldn't be able t o  do anything about i t .  
But they were giving him these  i n j e c t i o n s  of s c e r i l e  milk. After  I went 
back t o  school t o  get  my master's degree, I found out t h a t  these  in- 
j ec t ions  could cause c l o t t i n g .  

Q. S t e r i l e  milk, 

A. And see, it evidently caused a blood c l o t  i n  the  blood stream and 
i t  got i n  h i s  h e a r t  and then i t  caused cardiac  thrombosis, you see;  
but they were experimenting. H e  w a s  wi l l ing  t o  exp,eriment i f  i t  was 
going t o  br ing hfs pressure down, because the pressure i t s e l f  was qu i t e  
a problem. 

Q. Now, d id  they determine what was t h e  cause of this e s s e n t i a l  hyper- 
tension? 

A .  No, and they don't  know even now what causes e s s e n t i a l  hypertensidn, 
except t h a t  he  d id  have an enlarged a t h l e t i c  hea r t .  
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Q. What is  t h f s ,  now? Is it where a person is  j u s t  hypertensive? 

A .  J u s t  has hypertension, yes. And t h a t ' s  what they c a l l  i t ,  
e s s e n t i a l  hypertension, when they r e a l l y  have no cause, He  d idn ' t  
have any physical  cause, except an enlarged hear t ,  t o  cause i t .  

Q. But t h e  pressure of h i s  work, they d idn ' t  consider t h i s  a s  could 
be pa r t  of being . . . 
A, Well, i t  might have been, but he  was j u s t  a good d e n t i s t  and he 
would work on twenty-three p a t i e n t s  any day. You see,  he had an 
e n t i r e  white pract ice ;  w e  very r a r e l y  had a black p a t i e n t .  And he 
was good. 

Q. You sa id  he  had two chai rs .  Did he  have someone . . . 
A. He had an a s s i s t a n t .  But what I meant, now, he would put you i n  
t h i s  cha i r  and give you an anaes the t i c  t o  e x t r a c t  a tooth .  Then 
during t h e  time--at t h a t  t i m e  when epinephrine and a l l  those th ings  
were j u s t  f i r s t  coming out ,  it might take  twenty minutes o r  hal f  an 
hour f o r  the  tooth  t o  be dead enough t o  work on--he'd go i n t o  t h e  
next o f f i c e  and do something t o  another p a t i e n t ,  see,  so  he worked on 
two p a t i e n t s  a t  t h e  same time. 

v 

Q. What was t h e  a s s i s t a n t ?  Was he  a l s o  a . . . 
A. No, t h a t  was a woman. 

Q. Was she a graduate of denta l  school? 

A. No, no, no, I j u s t  meant a nurse a s s i s t a n t .  I don't mean a--oh, 
f o r  a while t h e r e  we had a D r .  Miles who worked with us f o r  about s i x  
months o r  so, but . . . 
Q. Yes, j u s t  l i k e  they do now. The d e n t i s t s  have a technical  a s s i s t a n t  
who does a l o t  of t h e  work and then he  comes i n  and does the--did you 
then s e l l  h i s  . . . 
A .  The p r a c t i c e  and the  equipment and th ings  l i k e  that. And I sent  
a l l  of my f u r n i t u r e  and s t u f f  home t o  my mother and f a t h e r  here  i n  
Springfield,  and I went back t o  school. I worked a while, a s  I sa id ,  
a t  Lansing and then I went back t o  the University of I l l i n o i s .  And 
a f t e r  t h a t  I went t o  Greensboro, North Carolina, a t  A & T , *  amd-I worked . - . --  
the re  t e n  years. 

Q. Now, when you were a t  Lansing, d id  you . . . where d id  you say you 
were l iv ing?  Where was this practice? Detroi t?  

A. No, Grand Rapids.  

Q. Grand Rapids, yes. You l e f t  Grand Rapids and went t o  Lansing t o  
l i v e .  

*-.- - 
~ ~ r i c u l i i r a l  and Technical c o l l e g e  of North Carolina, now North Carolina 

Agricul tura l  and Technical S t a t e  University. (Ed.) 
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A. Y e s ,  j u s t  f o r  about s ix  . . . 
Q. Six months. W e l l ,  and so  you went back t o  U. of I. How long 
did i t  take  you? 

A. One year and one summer. 

Q. I th ink  you sa id  you did  two papers i n  l i e u  of a t h e s i s .  

A. I did  two papers i n  l i e u  of a t h e s i s .  I would never do it again,  
( laughter)  i t ' s  t h e  same a s  doing two theses .  

Q. You had t o  do research and a l l ?  

A. Y e s .  I did one paper i n  the  education department on textbooks, 
home economic textbooks, t h e  h i s t o r y  of home economics textbooks. And 
I had t o  do a tremendous amount of research going back and back and 
back and f o r t h  f inding out  where they r e a l l y  f i r s t  had the  f i r s t  text -  
books i n  home economics--they used t o  c a l l  i t  domestic science--and 
then bringing them up i n t o  t h e  modern t i m e s .  And the second paper I 
did  on occupations and small businesses t h a t  the  Negro was involved i n  
i n  Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  And t h a t  meant I had t o  come home every 
weekend and interview people here  i n  Springfield,  what they were 
doing. And then it meant t h a t  during t h e  week I had t o  s i t  up with 
the  o ld  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  going through l i n e  by &ine by l i n e  by l i n e ,  
f inding out  what they d i d  do i n  t h e  years gone by and how many of 
them nhere were i n  ce r t a in .  . . . For instance,  I would put down up 
here coal  mining, b r i ck  masonry, wa i t e r ,  o r  what, and then I would 
make a mark each t i m e  u n t i l  I found ou t ,  see,  through a c e r t a i n  year,  
how many wai ters  the re  were, how many blacks the re  were a s  wai ters .  
Because the  Leland Hotel had a l l  black wai ters  and black head wai ters ;  
i n  those days the re  were no white wai ters  l i k e  you have now. They 
were a l l  wai ters ,  and they were a l l  black. 

M r .  Ferguson: Excuse me, I ' ve  got t o  go down t o  the  bank now. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  Dar l in ' .  

M r .  Ferguson: Don't forget  t o  t e l l  him about t h e  time t h a t  you and 
Abraham Lincoln played marbles 

Q. Oh boy. ( laughter)  ( tape  stopped and s t a r t e d )  

A .  I know when Gibby Bunn used t o  take  me r id ing  i n  t h e  pony cart, and 
he's  t h e  pres ident  of t h e  Marine Bank. ( laughter)  

Q. Who was that?  What's the name? 

A. They used t o  c a l l  him Gibby Bunn. 

Q. Oh, t h a t  of t h e  same Bunn family? 




























































































































































































































