
This manuscript is the product of tape-recorded interview 
by Sandra Britz iknnbmster for the O r a l  History Office on septabx 5, 
1981. Margar& Reeder transmibed the tapes and Linda Jett edited the 
transcript. Sardra Am\bruster miem3 the krmsmipt. 

BWs. Alice Feltanstein is a delightful older m n h r  of Christ 
Episcopal Chw&. She is in goad health and still attends nrarry of the 
warm's meet*. She came to mist Episcopal C h x d ~  Men her &r 
at the old St. John's Mission Church U d  not marry her because her 
husband-be was raOt sure he had been baptized. Mrs. Feltenstein is 
indicative of the older warm interviewed for t h i s  history of Christ 
Episcupal&urt21--she knws her crwn mird ard is mt afraid to acpress 
her feel-. L i b  rso many of the others, she is still a beautiful 
lady who has: rEurElixbed alert ard active* 

Mxs. Feltemkin, having been a rmrbar since 1918, tells wnkrful 
stories of the peuple wt3a have baan of the dmmh as well as 
many of the rectors who sewed Christ Epbupal 

Readem of the oral historymamirshaldbear inmlndthat it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator ad 
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is 
inhemat in such historical souroes. Sangamm State Uhiversity is not 
mqmsible for the factual accuacy of the rmnojr, nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the re&x to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may rwt be 
mpmdwd in whole or in part by any means, eleckmic or machemical, 
withcart pmdssion in writ* fmn the C)ral History Office, Sangmm 
State Uhivemity, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 
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Alice ~ ~ t e i n ,  September 5, 1981, Spingfield, Illhis.  

A: I was born S e p b r W r  the 6th, 1890, in Sprinsfield, Illinois. 

Q: Yautve lived in Springfield all your l i f e?  

A: Yes. 

A: I have ba a mtrnber of C h r i s t  QIumh e h  1918. But I belong to 
tbe missian which is an a north side of Springfield at Fifth and 
N o r t h  Grand all my life. 

Q: Fifth and North Grand, which comer was that m? 

A: Well it's not: there arryrrvore. I was baptized in St. Jchnls Mission 
On the 7th, 1890. 

Q: Where was St. John's Mission? 

A: It was on the north side. It was  - called Ridgely. You know 
where that is? 

Q: Y e s .  

A: Andwhentha tmies imwas~theybui l t thenewonem 
North Fifth Street at Fifth and North Grand across fma W the 
original Springfield Wospi ta l  was. 

Q: I was born in Sprinsfield Hospital so I howwhere that is. 
Were you married in the chuA? 

A: I was married in cbist ChurCh, 18, 1918. 

Q: ware you a there before you were married there? 

A: No, aur mission was closed, that was the end of World War I. I 
had been going to the Cathedral but: when I called Father Haughton and 
told hira I wanted to get married he asked me one question that I 
didntt expect. IS he abaptizedman? I said, I 1 I  don% knc%.~.~~ He 
said, "1 m t t  marry ycru.It So my aunt was a mmbr of Christ 
and I told her. So she called M r .  Riley mo was the rector of Christ 
Chw&, and he called me. H e  said, ItI you U d  l h  to 
have saethhg done for youma I said, I1Yes, I would. I Fxxlld like to 
get rrrarried, an3 I g n t t  get married anyplace but in an ~piscopal 
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m. That's a l l  I knav." He mid, "I'd be to marry you, no 
questions asked. 'I So I was married at Christ Church. Later, before 
ray husband was &irmed, Mr.  Wallace performed a prwisimal baptism. 
We think he was baptized because his mUmr was a -st, but t ~ i e  
didn't huw and there was no me to ask. All the relatives ~ n ~ e ~ ? e  gum 
and so we stayed right there in Christ m. 

Q: Isn't that nice? I've heard marry goodl about Mr. Wallace, 
Did you like him? 

A: I lwed M r .  Wallace, He w a s  twenty-five years of nry life; why 
didn't I? 

A: We agreed arrd disagreed but we just  felt the world of each other 
and up until just m y ,  I can't write arrymcre-I don't write to 
him. But a q t h  arrybody goes to ~rizcxm I send them to see Mr. 
Wallace. A q l e  who mrved fmm church Christ to PYizcaa w m t  to see 
him ard they told him why. "ah," he d d ,  "chat's ane of nry dear 
parishioners. If 

Q: Did yw kncrw his w i f e  too? 

A: Oh yes and lcsved her. They were just special people. 

A: He came to us vwy young, very young; the youngest priest we wer 
had. NawasframArkansas, a n d i t w a s h l s ~ c h u r c h .  Hehadben 
ordain& just a short t h  before. So we had him for twenty-five 
years, and ha had a call to Viry in ia - the  state of Virginia-and he 
.t=urned it dcrwn. His wife was very unhaw abcrut it, hut she warrted to 
getbacktothes~uth.  B u t w h m t h e y g o t a & l l t o A r i z a ~ ~ h e  
said, "1 think 1'11 t a b  it.'' I d d ,  ''1 hqe ycru do.@' He looksd at 
me a0 startled and he said, Vhy?" I said, IfBecause I ha- to see yc#1 
go. I have b m  Christ Church m-h, my husband and my son. 
To me I'll always be one, h t  I dm% lnwrw w h a t  it will do to than. 
Wrt," I said, ''for ymr sale  I w i s h  yau wmld go. You'll please us no 
~ ~ ~ a t t e r ~ t y a u d o ~ i t ~ s g o o d o r b a d ,  butyauaregoingtosee 
that yau are far too ycRlng for that.'' He said, 'Well thank you." He 
~ o u t t h e r e ~ h e b ~ i l t t h a t c h ~ u p ,  andtheybuilt a 
magnificentmwchurdlautthere, andhemstherem-fiveyears 
before he *bred. 

Q: So he left hwe and w m t  to the state of ~ r i z o m ?  

A: what? 

Q: What city did he go to? 
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A: Right f m m  hare to Tucson, Arizona. 

Q: He didn't t a b  ths Virginia parish? 

A: No, he hurraed that derwn. 

Q: So he was here twenty-five yews and there twenty-five yeam? 

A: And he still lives there, He has his hare in Tucson. His wife 
has passed away and his middle sm Billy, he had three w, I called 
him when Billy died. When M r .  Wallace anmend, it stunned me for a 
minute, and I -id, Way I spakt0 Umre?ll That's his wife. He 
said, l lYes.lg When she cmrre to the phone I said, %enore, this is 
A l h  Fel * a I I ~  I 11 sapr ''yc~uyclu girl.'' I told her I 
was ~ e a y  Billy. I taught Billy in m y  Rhol. 

a: mat happer& to Billy? 

A: I really don't knm. I dm% knm- he lost his might 3x1t 
hems nu& t w  heavy as a child gmwhg up and I dm't really 3mcrw 
what was wrong. I said, 'Who amwered the plane?'' I l3mught mybe 
their oldest son had. Wh, she said, Wmt was Jerry. I said, Wh, 
ny gaodness, his voice was so young I didn't realize ~t." She said, 
"Jerry, 7 back here am3 talk to Alice.'' So we had a lwely 
carnrersat~on. 

Q: I'll bet you did. 

Q: Do mmhr when he was fighting against dl the corruption 
and the garbling and things? 

A: H e w a s s u c h a h s y m .  a'lristChur&had-inrmbrship 
to a degree. Of course, y m  knm pmbably the history of Christ 
Chmh. It rn a closed corporation. 

Q: A closed co~po~t icm? 

A: Mxse than a cx)rporaticm. Y o u  had to bid to get into Christ 
chwm. 

a: oh rwlly, nerw what dcea that mean? 

A: Yuu see they had the Cathedroll, and the group of people that were 
there were  the elite. They were the mwaey R l e  of Sprwield, ard 
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A: Dan't ycxl worry Wt that. Well we've always been, I wouldn't 
say a transient church h x t ,  be* the state qitol, that mans a lot 
of people as a turnaver of people, they're here four years, & then 
they are gone. We often had marry Qiscapalians = that's what  hurts 
aur clnarch. We do not have amugh hdmtq in Sprhqfield to bring 
and keep people. See, my s m  al l  his life was mist awrch wntil he 
got married. He was still here for a year or two, and than the 
c a p m y  transferred him to Peoria. His family goes to GkheddL in 
Peoria. It tmk a bit of adjusth-q for him, and he wasn't very happy. 
But I was with him ane Sunlay at dmm31, and I said, I1Wld, just look 
araund here. Not one-thiYrt of the people are confomclng to high 
chuch. Yau do *t you have almya done. C o w  ymrsdf as you've 
always done and itts your church. So he did, and he stayed 
them for MfeT thjrty years. 

8: In Peoria? That's a good long t h  in ane too. 

A: Well, he was away frwm -ria for two years. He was a president 
of a utility ampary in Michigan, but he was unhappy a he came back:. 
So he's been at the utility ccmpany s h  1941. 

Q: So all yar were baptized an3 raised up in Christ Churd.l, 
too. 

A: Well, three bays and a gh l ,  

Q: Are any of them still at mist m? 

A: Zhq! are all in Peoria. Ihe yomgest one just went to college the 
27th of &gust to St. m s ,  to W a s h b q l m  U. 

a: lhat's where my sm wants to go. 

A: Is it? Wall that la where he has gone because that was his choice. 
He had .three choices, Illinois, De Paul or else W a s h h g k m  U. because 
he wan- to be a c b m i a i l  qineer. 

a: Thatts hard. 

A: He's an A-1 student. So he wnt to all three and sat in classes, 
3 x r t ~ ~ ~ u .  



A: AndIthinkhelllbehappy. Theytookhimdowntothemhml, the 
27th he had to be there. H e  wenthecause he didnlt l ive in a dorm. 
Illinois was so big and so difficult to get all arolrnd all the places 
yau had to go. A t  DePaul there were sororities and fraternities, and 
he didnlt want that. Ncrw his father was in a fraternity & that 
didn't maks it either for him so that's why he's h W- U. My 
~ w a s c x > m r e r t e d t o o ,  s h e w a s ~ Q t h o l i c a r d s h e w a s c o r r n r e r t e d  
to the church when she married my father. yt father was always an 
Epismplian. 

A: Five g m t i o n s .  

Q: Oh thatls great, that's -. W a s  y a r  father at Wist 
cllumh? 

Q: What did the Altar Guild do? 

A: Well, I donlthmwhatthey do m u ,  ]rut I -whatwe did. We 
toak care of the silver sewice, we kept it polished and in order. I 
kncrwtheyarenotas@idarw~WtobeI1m@bsure. We 
had a place to wash the chali- & the cruet: and all that stuff. wlt 
that water did not go dmm W sewer. The pipe w m t  wt to a drain in 
t h e ~ b e m u s e t h a t h a d b a e n u s e d t o w a s h t h e ~ t e d  
--the wine and the M. 

Q: Rrd it didnlt go in the sewer? 

Q: -1y against the law mm m. 

A: And, of course, y m  tmk hame sclme of the things. Wit a l l  the 
while I was m that =tar Guild, I think a l l  the time, there w a 
lady who did all the linens. She did all M r .  Wallacels services and 
enrerything, but I dmlt  t h h k  they do that -re. But you'd have to 
askm. E e w d ~ t t h e y d o n a w .  

A: Bitsy. she's the head of all that ncrw* 



A: All of them. Of  cars@, I was president of tihe warm's ALurilfary, 
wZl ichwas theAwci l i~S1thos le&ys .  I t c m n s t o b s o r t o f ,  
-1--Jerry Wallace did this. It was sort of a thirvg that ycu were 
not much in it and so M r .  Wallace changed Wt. He said, l1Al ice ,  I 
want y m  to  be the president. They are go- to have the election, I 
want you to  be the president.'* I said, 'Why rre?l1 He said, "Because I 
knuw yaulll do it. I you'll s b r d  for mt you're sqpse3 to  
M far.'* So I had a few battles w i t h  sclm~! of our older rmbrs, 
axd they didn't like it. I was sort of an upstart and so we rnade it 
go. We had St. Hilda's Guild--that was the only guild we had. I 
think that's the only thing in Christ dlulxh I wasn't mident of. 

Q: what did it do? why did ycru form i t?  

A: That was for business wnm. St. Hilda's Guild was just for the 
w m m  vho worked and couldn't cclme to the Auxiliary which was a 
& y t b  meeting. So we Won@ to m, a lot  of us did. W e  still 
b p t  cm going. Finally Jerry said, I 1 Y w  don't b & L q  there, ge t  uut 
of there. G e t  all your energy in this Auxiliary." Then we started to 
form guilds out of the Auxiliazy for the peaple who could go and do 
thirrgs. Wrt St. Hilda's is still a nighthe guUd. But a few pcple 
have crept back in =that Jerry is not here. 

A: Yes, I atten;led scrme of the mmnls 2hdliary atd they changed 
l a w  to the Episcopal W a r m .  There ms a Treammr for the Diocese 
and the IITQ Chahrm and * C h m A  Per id& Club. Now B i l l  had all 
that In his history. Y o u  read that history that he had in there, the 
lw&lmel by B i l l  Day. 

A: Wall, the f i r s t  onehewrots abcrutwasMab@l Callerman and 
scanebody told Bill that Alice had been a r rmbx  of the church longer 
thanMabel so he cam out, and he wrote it up. I lam it's several 
1~~311- ago naw. 

A: Yes, waren couldn't be in the vestry in those days. 



A: I c a n ' t ~ ~ t h a t w a s w h e n B i l l ~ ~ I ~ .  11- 
his wife, Wt he and I CQUldnlt get almq. We dhagmd frankly. So 
I t h i n k ~ w e m ~ m i n i s t e r s  before that inChrist -that I 
newarknew. Youseewewemverybwy, sopaetimeswehadapriestat 
the misaicm and scaneUmes we did nat. But once a month m had a 
priest for camnnxnion, We M l y  ware mppsed to be a branch of the 
Cathdml, but odnarily we had law-church priest. I don't kww h m  
they got by with it because t o  nrs those days an Episcopalian was a 
rnisoapalh. I didn't knaw zqming about hi* and law. That's when 
ny oldest sister l e f t  the EpiM=apal church. We had a priest that was 

at the mission, aml ahe wouldn't t a h  it. I did 

Q: What is the difference between the high ml luw? 

A: -ale mostly. W l ,  I think mmmhl might cwer 
different: in high d law. They liked pagemtry, robes, 

all that kjnd of stuff. well, i n  fact, you d d  not tell i f  they 
were R a - m  Catholics or not if yau didn't h o w .  All the cemamid 
the mman churdh had. I will go to evly clrurch, anytime, m y p l a ~ ,  
ar@m% if there is no other church to go to. So I've always had 
Rnanan Catholic f r iads ,  and they law I'm a terrific anti-Rmmbt. I 
p m m m  that's practically a sh, but I ambecause I know how the 
Ranan Catholic people treated my nrother when she l e f t  the Rmm 
church. 

Q: D i d  thery shun her? 

A: It was terrible in those  day^. She was going to hell for sure and 
so I: had no use for the *. The pup10 don't );ncrw any better. 
That's it, an3 this is the sad part of it, and this is vhat is 
Worryingmenow. Thelsiggarpartofaur~urchesinthedioceseare 
w. 
Q: We have the only l c rw in the diocese. 

A: Well, St, Iuh's u s d  to be lw, didn't it? I think it still is 
tondegree. 
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A: Yes, and I was only twelve, mybe eleven. I really --I was a 
little bit yaunger than he wanted me to be. I said, l*I1ve &m in 
thiEJ dlureh d l  lrry l i fe ,  and I want to be c!mfinasd, aid I want it 
ncrw.I1 So thatls when nry older sis* left the church because she 
CCIULdnlt t a k  it. I guess we hasically had anti-Rmmdst. We had 
b ~ , a n d ~ .  t@-wasMasm. 

A: Oh yes, her family erwned that; they sold it to t h s e  people and 
E h  Wam frm Alton, I l lh i s .  

! Q: What was her maiden m, do ycxl remend3er? 

A: I a h a d  but I don't right nuw. Koby can tell yc~1. Mr. 
Hat&-really, he ran crur c5humh. 

! Q: I understood that he did. 

A: Everybodydeferredtohim. Hewasalcrw-and- 
that didn't pay their pledges-like every summer people, a lot of 
danvt pay. He always made up the deficit. We were never in debt in 
Wrist Chwx21 while Pascal lived. 

Q: What did he do for a living? 

A: H e  was president of F i r s t  National Bank, His daughter *-he 
had cns adqbd daughter, -via, M r s .  Rttm, that's an adoptd 
&ugh-andhisowndaughter. IthinkJWyisthesarasageasmyson 
because they w e e  always ane or the other ahead or tied for their 
lanten 0fferh-q~. N w  they never knew, they werm't try* to b a t  
each &her, but it worked cut that way because my ism, fran the tirrU; 
he was a little fellaw, he tmk his mmy for church crut first, & he 
is still very l i .  w i t h  the dumb. 
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Q: What did your husband do for a living? 

Q: Oh, 48 years. 

A: Yes, before he retired. 

Q: You stayed in the same places a lot, didn't you? 

A: He wmld not take a prCanntion; he wculd not go outside of 
Sprwield. Two or three people called ms up me t h  and 
coqmbdated me m his prpamtion, d I said, What pramatian?tl They 
said sup?erixkmdmt. I said, "Yau're not talking to mi, he'll Immr 
t a M  it,'' and he didn't. 

Q: Where was yam hams? 

A: I've always lived in Sprhgfhld. 

Q: Did yau and your h w  live in the szure house all your married 
life? 

Q: So did I. 

A: That's where he gradtuated f m ,  arrd then he went to Springfield 
Hm. 

A: The first year of college he went to Ttxas  A & M. He hated the 
military, and it wza  a militawy schml. 'Ihe - he went there, I 
































