Preface

This manuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted
by Sandra Britz Armbruster for the Oral History Office on September 5,
1981. Margaret Reeder transcribed the tapes and Linda Jett edited the
transcript. Sandra Armbruster reviewed the transcript.

Mrs. Alice Feltenstein is a delightful older member of Christ
Episcopal Church. She is in good health and still attends many of the
women's meetings. She came to Christ Episcopal Church when her rector
at the old st. John's Mission Church would not marry her because her
husband-to-be was not sure he had been baptized. Mrs. Feltenstein is
indicative of the older women interviewed for this history of Christ
Episcopal Church--she knows her own mind and is not afraid to express
her feelings. Like so many of the others, she is still a beautiful
lady who has remained alert and active.

Mre. Feltenstein, having been a member since 1918, tells wonderful
stories of the people who have been members of the church as well as
many of the rectors who served Christ Episcopal Church.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.
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Alice Feltenstein, September 5, 1981, Spingfield, Illinois.
Sardy Armbruster, Interviewer.

A: I was born September the 6th, 1890, in Springfield, Illinois.
Q: You've lived in Springfield all ycur life?

A: Yes.

Q: How long have you been a member of Christ Church?

A: I have been a member of Christ Church since 1918. But I beloryy to
the mission which is on the north side of Springfield at Fifth and
North Grand all my life.

Q: Fifth and North Grand, which cormer was that on?

A: Well it's not there anymore. I was baptized in St. John's Mission
on December the 7th, 1890,

Q: Where was St. John's Mission?

A: It was on the north side. It was once called Ridgely. You know
where that is?

Q: Yes.

A: Ard when that mission was condemned they built the new one on
North Fifth Street at Fifth and North Grand across from where the
original Springfield Hospital was.

Q: I was born in Springfield Hospital so I know where that is.
Were you married in the church?

A: I was married in Christ Church, December 18, 1918.
Q: Were you a member there before you were married there?

A: No, ocur mission was closed, that was the end of World War I. I
had been going to the Cathedral but when I called Father Haughton and
told him I wanted to get married he asked me one question that I
didn't expect. Is he a baptized man? I said, "I don't know." He
said, "I can't marry you." So my aunt was a member of Christ Church
and T told her. Sc she called Mr. Riley who was the rector of Christ
Charch, and he called me. He said, "I understand you would like to
have samething done for you." I said, "Ves, I would. I would like to
get married, and I can't get married anyplace but in an Episcopal
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Church. That's all T know." He said, "I'd be happy to marry you, no
questions asked." So I was married at Christ Church. Iater, before
my husband was confirmed, Mr. Wallace performed a provisional baptism.
We think he was baptized because his mother was a Methodist, but we
didn't know and there was no one to ask. All the relatives were gone
ard so we stayed right there in Christ Church.

Q: Isn't that nice? I've heard many good things about Mr. Wallace,
Did you like him?

A: I loved Mr. Wallace. He was twenty-five years of my life; why
didn't I1?

Q: I've talked to says he is just one of the most wonderful
people that they have ever known.

A: We agreed ard disagreed but we just felt the world of each other
and up until just recently, I can't write anymore--I don't write to
him, But anytime anybody goes to Arizona I send them to see Mr.
Wallace. A couple who moved from Church Christ to Arizona went to see
him and they told him why. "Ch," he said, "that's one of my dear
parishioners."

Q: Did you know his wife too?
A: Oh yes and loved her. They were just special pecple.
Q: Do you remember when he was fighting corruption in Springfield?

A: He came to us very young, very young; the youngest priest we ever
had. He was from Arkansas, and it was his second church. He had been
ordained just a short time before. So we had him for twenty-five
years, and he had a call to Virginia--the state of Virginia-—and he
turned it down. His wife was very unhappy about it, but she wanted to
get back to the south. But when they got a call to Arizona and he
said, "I think I'll take it." I said, "I hope you do." He looked at
me s0 startled and he said, "Why?" I said, "Because I hate to see you
go. I have two Christ Church Episcopalians, my husband and my son.
To me I'll always be one, but I don't know what it will do to them.
But," I said, "for your sake I wish you would go. You'll please us no
matter what you do whether it's good or bad, but you are going to see
that you are far too young for that." He said, "Well thank you." He
went out there and he built that church up, and they bhuilt a
magnificent new church out there, and he was there twenty-five years
before he retired.

Q: So he left here and went to the state of Arizona?
A: What?

Q: What city did he go to?

A: Tucson,

Q: When he retired?
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A: Right from here to Tucson, Arizona.
Q: He didn't take the Virginia parish?
A: No, he turned that down.

Q: Ard stayed here?

A: Ard he stayed but then right shortly he got the call to Tucson.
Well that was south again, and I knew they'd be happy. He was really
going to seed and he was very young and I said, "You're just not doing
what you can do." He did wonderful things cut there.

Q: So he was here twenty-five years and there twenty-five years?

A: Ard he still lives there. He has his home in Tucson. His wife
has passed away and his middle son Billy, he had three boys. I called
him when Billy died. When Mr. Wallace answered, it stumed me for a
minute, and I said, "May I speak to Ienore?" That's his wife. He
said, "Ves." When she came to the phone I said, "Lenore, this is
Alice Feltenstein." "“Ch," she says, "you dear girl." I told her I
was very sorry about Billy. I taught Billy in Sunday School.

Q: What happened to Billy?

A: I really don't know. I don't know whether he lost his weight hut
he was much too heavy as a child growing up and I don't really know
what was wrong. I said, "Who answered the phone?" I thought maybe
their oldest son had. "Oh," she said, "that was J " I said, "Oh,
my goodness, his voice was so young I didn't realize it." She said,
"Jerry, came back here and talk to Alice." So we had a lovely
conversation.

Q: I'll bet you did.

A: And when my husband passed away someone wrote and told him. of
course he brought my husband into the church, and they were very, very
good friends. He wrote me the nicest note. It's lovely.

Q: Do you remember when he was fighting against all the corruption
and the gambling and things?

A: He was such a busy man. Christ Church had changed in membership
to a degree., Of course, you know probably the history of Christ
Church. It was a closed corporation.

Q: A closed corporation?

A: Worse than a corporation. You had to bid to get into Christ

Q: Oh really, now what does that mean?

A: You see they had the Cathedral, and the graup of people that were
there were the elite. They were the money people of Springfield, and
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they didn't want anybody else period. So that's what Mr. Riley got in
trauble with, he was trying to bring people into the church and was
very civic minded. He was not married, and he welcamed you. That's
when Church Christ started to grow. Under Jerry Wallace, it grew
more. Then we just kept on growing and now we need a little boost.

Q: We need some new members, we've lost a lot.

A: Don't you worry about that. Well we've always been, I wouldn't
say a transient church but, being the state capitol, that means a lot
of pecple as a turnover of pecple, they're here four years, ard then
they are gone. We often had many Episcopalians so that's what hurts
our church. We do not have enocugh industry in Springfield to bring
and keep people. See, my son all his life was Christ Church until he
got married. He was still here for a year or two, and then the

transferred him to Peoria. His family goes to Cathedral in
Peoria. It tock a bit of adjusting for him, and he wasn't very happy.
But I was with him one Sunday at church, and I said, "Bud, just loock
around here. Not cne-third of the people are conforming to high
church. You do what you have always done. Conduct yourself as you've
always done and remember it's your church. So he did, and he stayed
there for over thirty years.

Q: In Pecria? That's a good long time in one church too.

A: Well, he was away from Peoria for two years. He was a presidmi:
of a utility company in Michigan, but he was unhappy and he came back.
So he's been at the utility company since 1941.

Q: So all your children were baptized and raised up in Christ Church,
too

A: Well, three boys and a girl,

Q: Are any of them still at Christ Chwrch?

A: Now Paul, the oldest grandson, was baptized in Christ Church.
That was when they were still living here, but the others were
baptized in Peoria.

Q: And then your other two children, where are they now?

A: They are all in Peoria. The youngest one just went to college the
27th of Awgust to St. Louis, to Washington U.

Q: That's where my son wants to go.

A: Is it? Well that's where he has gone because that was his choice.
He had three choices, Illinois, De Paul or else Washington U. because
he wante to be a chemical engineer.

Q: That's hard.

A: He's an A-1 student. So he went to all three and sat in classes,
but he chose Washington U.
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Q: It must be an excellent school.

A: And I think he'll be happy. They took him down to the school, the
27th he had to be there. He went because he didn't live in a dom.
Illinois was so big and so difficult to get all around all the places
you had to go. At DePaul there were sororities and fraternities, and
he didn't want that. Now his father was in a fraternity and that
didn't make it either for him so that's why he's in Washington U. My
mother was converted too, she was Roman Catholic and she was cornverted
to the church when she married my father. My father was always an
Episcopalian.

Q: That's wonderful, isn't it?
A: Five generations.

Q: ©Oh that's great, that's wonderful. Was your father at Christ
Church?

A: No, my father died when I was seven years old, and I went to
mission on the northside. My grandmother was part of the mission
really. I went with grandmother wherever she went, and I did anything
in the church there was to be done. Grandmother was the pillar and
post. She took care of the altar; she took care of the linens; she

did anything and everything; and I followed her around. So when I
became a member of the Altar Guild, it wasn't new to me. I have no

idea how many years I was a member of the Altar Guild at Christ
Church

Q: What did the Altar Guild do?

A: Well, I don't know what they do now, but I know what we did. We
tock care of the silver service, we kept it polished and in order. I
know they are not as particular as they used to be I'm quite sure. We
had a place to wash the chalice axd the cruet and all that stuff. But
that water did not go down the sewer. The pipe went out to a drain in
the ground because that had been used to wash the consecrated
things--the wine and the bread.

Q: And it didn't go in the sewer?

A: I don't think they do that anymore.

Q: Probably against the law even now.

A: Am, of course, you took hame some of the things. But all the
while I was on that Altar Guild, I think all the time, there was a
lady who did all the linens. She did all Mr. Wallace's services and
everything, but I don't think they do that anymore. But you'd have to
ask Mrs., Beard what they do now.

Q: Bitsy?

A: Bitsy. She's the head of all that now.
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Q: What other groups did you belong to?

A: All of them. Of course, I was president of the women's Auxiliary,
which was the Auxiliary in those days. It came to be sort of,
well--Jerry Wallace did this. It was sort of a thing that you were
not much in it and so Mr. Wallace charged that. He said, "Alice, I
want you to be the president. They are going to have the election, I
want you to be the president." I said, "why me?" He said, "Because I
know you'll do it. I know you'll stand for what you're supposed to
stand for." So I had a few battles with some of cur older members,
and they didn't like it. I was sort of an upstart and so we made it
go. We had St. Hilda's Guild——that was the only guild we had. I
think that's the only thing in Christ Church I wasn't president of.

Q: What did it do? why did you form it?

A: That was for business women. St. Hilda's Guild was just for the
women who worked and couldn't came to the Auxiliary which was a
daytime meeting. So we belonged to both, a lot of us did. We still
kept on going. Finally Jerry said, "You don't belong there, get ocut
of there. Get all your energy in this auxiliary." Then we started to
form guilds out of the Awxiliary for the people who could go and do
things. But St. Hilda's is still a nightime guild. But a few people
have crept back in now that Jerry is not here.

Q: So he really knew exactly what was going on with everything in his
church?

A: Yes, I attended some of the wamen's Auxiliary and they changed

later to the Episcopal Women. There was a Treasurer for the Diocese
and the UTO Chairman and the Church Periodical Club. Now Bill had all
that in his history. You read that history that he had in there, the

Evangel by Bill Day.

Q: Which one?

A: Well, the first one he wrote about was Mabel Callerman and
samebody told Bill that Alice had been a member of the church longer
than Mabel so he came cut, and he wrote it up. I know it's several
months ago now.

Q: I know what that is.

A: And all of that is in there. I have been everything in the world
in the church. I taught Sunday School for ten years, except I was
nominated for the vestry one time.

Q: You were?

A: Yes, women couldn't be in the vestry in those days.

Q: why not?

A: When Charlie nominated me for the vestry I got up and said, "I
thank you, Charlie, but I'm a lady. I can't run for that."
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Q: When did they start allowing women on the vestry?

A: I can't remember whether that was when Bill went to Iowa. I liked
his wife, but he and I couldn't get along. We disagreed frankly. So
I think there were two ministers before that in Christ ¢hurch that I
never knew. You see we were very busy, sametimes we had a priest at
the mission and sometimes we did not. But once a month we had a

priest for comumnion. We really were supposed to be a branch of the
Cathedral, but ordinarily we had low-church priest. I don't know how
they got by with it because to me those days an Episcopalian was a

Episcopalian. I didn't know anything about high and low., That's when
my oldest sister left the Episcopal church. We had a priest that was
making it very hich at the mission, and she wouldn't take it. I did
and fought with him.

Q: What is the difference between the high and low?

A: Ceremonials mostly. Well, I think ceremonial might cover

different in high and low. They liked pageantry, robes,
all that kind of stuff. Well, in fact, you could not tell if they
were Roman Catholics or not if you didn't know. All the ceremonial
the Roman church had. I will go to any church, anytime, anyplace,
anywhere if there is no other church to go to. So I've always had
Roman Catholic friends, and they knew I'm a terrific anti-Romanist. I
presume that's practically a sin, but I am because I know how the
Roman Catholic people treated my mother when she left the Roman
church.

Q: Did they shun her?

A: It was terrible in those days. She was going to hell for sure and
80 I had no use for the chuch. The people don't know any better.
That's it, and this is the sad part of it, and this is what is
worrying me now. The bigger part of our churches in the diocese are
high.

Q: We have the only low church in the diocese.

A: Well, st. Luke's used to be low, didn't it? I think it still is
to a degree.

Q: But not as low as Christ Church?

A: I can't really think of any other church who really get those high
church bishops. But they can't do anything to us because ocur charter
was issued under that position. So too many times we had--I don't
know the high and low church. I didn't know when to cross yourself; I
never did know. I never found out because I never had any instruction
on that until the man who presented me, Rev. Ross, who wanted to be
called Father Ross, and he was getting us ready for confirmation. We
disagreed a great deal.

Q: You and Father Ross?
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A: Yes, and T was only twelve, maybe eleven. I really was—I was a
little bit younger than he wanted me to be. I said, "I've been in
this church all my life, and I want to be confirmed, and I want it
now." So that's when my older sister left the church because she
couldn't take it. I guess we basically had anti-Romanist. We had
brothers, ard Masons. My husband was Mason.

Q: Can you remember when they began to let women be on the vestry?

A: No, it was quite sometime after that. I don't remember under
which rector they did that, but Hoby could tell you that. You agk
Hoby. It's been quite a little time now kut not too long ago.
Although Pascal Hatch and I were very good friends, and Mrs. Hatch was
a very good friend of mine. Isaidwhennwgrarﬁsonmnttobo ‘o
Washington U, "Do you know that Mrs. Hatch wanted your daddy go
Washington U. so badly because she was a heavy contributor to
Washington U." Mrs. Hatch was very wealthy. They owned now what is
the Likby Owen Glass Company.

Q: Oh really?

A: Ch yes, her family owned that; they sold it to these pecople and
she was from Alton, Illinois.

Q: What was her maiden name, do you remember?

A: I should but I don't right now. Hoby can tell you. Mr.
Hatch--really, he ran ocur church.

Q: I urderstood that he did.

A: Everybody deferred to him. He was a low churchman and anybody
that didn't pay their pledges-—like every summer pecple, a lot of them
don't pay. He always made up the deficit. We were never in debt in
Christ Church while Pascal lived.

Q: what did he do for a living?

A: He was president of First National Bank. His daughter Judy--he
had one adopted daughter, Octavia, Mrs. Patton, that's an adopted
daughter and his own daughter. I think Judy is the same age as my son
because they were always one or the other ahead or tied for their
lenten offerings. Now they never knew, they weren't trying to beat
each other, but it worked out that way because my son, from the time
he was a little fellow, he took his money for church out first, and he
is still very liberal with the church.

Q: That's great.

A: I said when I had to cut my pledge because I didn't have the
income he said, "Don't feel badly about it, Mom, because I'm very
generous to my church." And I know he is. But he's inactive. He
can't quite take that at the Cathedral, and anyhow, he's too busy.
He's away from home a great deal.
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Q: What did your husband do for a living?

A: My husband was assistant general yardmaster for the GM&O which was
an Alton railroad way back then. It was the Alton and the Chicago and
Alton and the GM&. Now it's GM&O Illinois Central or Illinois
Central @&0, hut he was there 48 years.

Q: Oh, 48 years.
A: Yes, before he retired.
Q: You stayed in the same places a lot, didn't you?

A: He would not take a promotion; he would not go cutside of
Springfield. Two or three pecple called me up one time and
congratulated me on his promotion, and I said, "wWhat promotion?" They
said superintendent. I said, "You're not talking to me, he'll never
take it," and he didn't.

Q: Where was your home?
A: I've always lived in Springfield.

Q: Did you and your husband live in the same house all your married
life?

A: Oh, no, my husband would not own property. We bought houses for
other people; we rented them, we paid for them. So I think I moved
more than anybody that stayed in one town all my life because we would
pay for a house, and then they wanted to live in it. So we had to
move. I thought the other day, "Scmeday I'm going to sit down and try
and remember how many places I've lived in Sprimngfield." But I was
born and raised on the north side of Springfield, on North Eighth
Street. I lived there when I was married, and then they changed the
echool district when my son was in first grade. He had to cross Sixth
Street, and it had just been paved and widened, and it was a race
track. I moved on Fifth Street to get across there. He had to go to
McClernand School because they drew the line at North Grand Avemue,
and we lived south of North Grard. He had to cross North Grand, that
didn't work either. But he went most of the time to Enos School.

Q: So did I.
A: He graduated from Enocs.
Q: So did I.

ﬁi That's where he graduated from, and then he went to Springfield
gh.

Q: I went to Lanphier.

A: The first year of college he went to Texas A & M. He hated the
military, and it was a military school. The reason he went there, I

















































