
University of Illinois at Springfield 
 

Norris L Brookens Library 
 

Archives/Special Collections 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James J. Feeley Memoir 
 

 

 

 

F321. Feeley, James J. b. c. 1939  
Interview and memoir  
1 tape, 30 mins., 10 pp.  

Feeley, executive director of the Logan Square Neighborhood Association in 
Chicago, discusses the history and development of Logan Square, movement of 
ethnic groups into the area, changes in the  community, and organizations that 
were formed to promote the growth of Logan Square.  

Interview by Brent Deland, 1974  
OPEN  
See collateral file: photographs of Feeley  

 

Archives/Special Collections LIB 144 
University of Illinois at Springfield 
One University Plaza, MS BRK 140 

Springfield IL 62703-5407 

 

© 1974, University of Illinois Board of Trustees 



Preface 

This mmuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by 
Brent Deland for the Oral History Office on M c h  15, 1974. Linda J e t t  
transcribed the tape and Susan Jones edited the transcript. 

James J . Feeley , born ca 1939 , has lived all  his life in Logan Square. 
He vas executive director of the Logan Square Nei&borhood Association, 
associated with the Northwest Pioneer Businessmen's Association and 
executive director of the United Residents and Businesstren 's Association. 

He describes the history and developmt of Logan Square and the problms 
of inmigration of ethnic groups into Logan Square, the organizations that 
viere formed t o  help the growth of Logan Square, and the future potential 
for Logan Square. 

Readers of the oral history msnoir should bear in  mind that it is a 
transcript: of the spoken wrd, and that the in t e rv i ee r ,  narrator and 
editor sou& to  preserve the informal, conversational style that is 
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University i s  not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the manoir, nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to  judge. 

'Ihe mmscript  may be read, quoted and cited freely. It my not be 
reproduced in *ole or in part by any means, electronic or ~chan ica l  , 
without permission in writing frm the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708. 



Jams J. Feeley, March 15, 1974, micago, I l l inois .  

Brent DeZand, I n t e r v i e ~ r .  

Q: MK . Feeley I 'd like t o  how how long have yw lived in Logan Sqyare . 
A: A l l  my l i f e ,  thirty-five years. 

Q: Where Ere you born, please? 

A: Born a t  lhipoland Courtland. 

Q: How long have your parents lived a t  tha t  address? 

A: Sixty-eight years. 

Q: I see. Could you tell me samething about the evolution of Logan 
Square, at least wer the past t m t y  or t m t y - f i v e  years that you have 
been s a m e a t  active in the ccmnmity? 

A: Well, 'Logan Sqyare was originally farmland founded by a man n-d 
Kimball and then it w n t  into being developed as a carmunity, became part  
of the c i ty ,  was inundated by Scandinavians, Nomgians, Sedes, a scoop 
of people. Probably reached i ts  peak around the early twn t i e s  and af te r  
that  as people w e d  out of the c i t y  a f t e r  the Depression. After the 
war, people started m i n g  out of Logan Square. And the transition has 
been frm Scandinavians and Slavic t o  Spanish. We are now having a new 
grovp of people moving into Logn Square. 'Ihe Spanish speaking people. 
I can remaher back t o  *en my part  of the cormarnity was considered a 
Jewish cmmunity. There's only one synagogue run by a part-time rabbi 
and vi r tua l ly  all the Jewish people have w e d  out t o  the suburbs. 

Q: You cited that there has been srmewhat of an imrrigration from the 
c i t y  t o  the suburbs by the Jewish popla t ion  and I a s m  by the Scandinavians 
as well and an influx of Spanish speaking people. How long has this 
taken place and &re did it begin and a t  what progress or at what point 
i s  it presently? 

A: kll, it probably started f if teen years ago. The Jewish people 
started moving out of b g a n  Square maybe t m t y  years ago. And there 
were sane mvement of Spanish speaking people into parts of Logan Square 
but a f t e r  the r i o t s ,  I think they Ere in  1968, many people who Ere 
identified w i t h  Division Street  didn't  want to  be identified as Puerto 
Ricans or Cubans w i t h  tha t  area, so they m e d  up t o  h t  they considered 
a nicer, cleaner area, cheaper rents ,  better recreational f a c i l i t i e s  for 
their  children. And n m  VE h e ,  I 'd say, twmty t o  twnty-five percent 
of our area is Spanish speaking and our biggest problan is learning how 
to  ccmmmicate with new people. They min ta in  the h i ld ings  as well a s  
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the Scandivanians ever m i n t a m .  By and large they're good people to  
live with. The problem is just a language problem. 

Q: h t  is the neighborhood as a whole doing. t o  bridge the language gap? 

A: W e l l ,  VE h e  Casa Central which is a Spanish organization to  mrk  
with the Spanish speaking people. Ink have s m ~  classes at  same of the 
churches and libraries t o  teach English t o  Spanish speaking people. k 
have sate canpanies h e r e  they are reaching their foremen how to  speak 
Spanish to  wrk with the Spanish speaking people. The c d t y  organizations 
either don't know what to  do, or i f  they how h t  to  do they aren't  
doing it. They are the l as t  bastion of the white middle class Amricans. 

Q: Mr. Feeley, you E r e  once the executive director of the bgan Square 
Neighborhood Association, then w e d  on to  the Northrest Pioneer &zsinessmenls 
Association and are presently the e c u t i v e  director of the United Residents 
and Businessmen's Association. Would you t e l l  me a l i t t l e  b i t  about each 
of the organizations you've wrked for and what they've done? 

A: The bgan Square Nei@borhood Association ms f o n d  after a very 
c r i t i ca l  ar t ic le  in the newspaper saying that Logan Square ws dykg . 
The b u s i n e s ~ ,  the residents got together and said, 'We've got t o  do 
something to save the c d t y . "  They formed the Logan Square Neighborhood 
Associatian. For a year or tm it w.s an organization run total ly by 
volunteers. Then they hired a director. And then about a year la ter ,  
1965 I believe, I came on as a staff  wrker. And I worked w i t h  the 
neighborhood association on housing problems, organizing block clubs and 
neighborhood groups. And I w n t  on to  finally be the executive director 
t o  w r k  on many c d t y  problans. bk tried to  fight to  get a library, 
w wrked on thousands of housing. Due t o  the fact that the 'Z" ended in  
'Logan Square, many people had converted their apartments fran s ix  roan 
apar-ts to  six sleeping roans to  where they could rent than out a t  a 
large profit. And  ti^ had to  spend a lo t  of time having these buildings 
reconverted back for use for f d l i e s .  kk wxked with the Spanish leadership 
and rn =re one of the moving forces t o  m e  Casa Central up to  our area 
to  mrk w i t h  the Spanish speaking people. I had several Spanish board 
mmbers on the Logan Square Neighborhood Association. 

I l e f t ,  af ter  I f e l t  that it had reached the point that it was organized 
and that they needed an emcutive director, plus the area just viest of 
hgan Square w looking for a director to  w r k  w i t h  businesm and the 
camunity people and to  do scme c d t y  organization wrk .  So I mrked 
there for a year. The problem there m s  that the people writ one direction 
and the binesmen wmted to  go in  another direction and I f e l t  I couldn' t 
go in both directions at the s a m  tinae so I stayed with the people. I 
formed this group called United Residents and Businessmn's Association 
to  w r k  in a particular area to  w r k  on the c d t y  problem. Our job 
is to mrk  on the nuts and bolts things, how to  get the streets paved, 
how to get the alleys fixed up, better garbage collection, better s t reet  
lighting. CXle of the problems w have is crime m the streets. With the 
effort of a l l  the neighbors getting together FR found that if vie press 
the police d e p a r m t ,  i f  R go to  court, sane of the young people who 
have been arrested ten, fifteen, mty times for a d  robbery, attempted 
nuder ,  rape, are now starting to  go to  j a i l  instead of getting suspended 
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sentences or c a r t  supervision or probatim. In sane cases they are on 
court supervision and probation a t  the satne time which defeat each other. 
We're mrkimg on hausing problems. W 're mrking with the senior citizens. 
bk Ere instrumntal in getting a hot lunch progran a t  a local school, 
having sane buildings d-lished, establishing a nursing h e .  

Q: A l l  of these projects are very wrthwhile. A t  least ,  as a c d t y  
organizer myself I think that they are. I was mndering i f  w could, for 
just a m t ,  go back and kind of bring us forward to  the point: that 
Logan Square as a total  crmrmlnity is now. For example, I understand that 
s a i ~  years back the statue that 's  now very p r d n e n t  standing in the 
center of bgan Square was built--if you could s t a r t  by tel l ing me &n 
that ms buil t ,  why it came about and kind of progress very s lmly  and at 
your awn pace and tell me scene of the major d e v e l o v t s  of the c d t y .  
For example, the e s t a b l i s h t  of the Jewish ccxrmunity and then the 
Scandinavian c m i t y  and then into the Spanish neighborhood and then 
perhaps m can get back to  exactly what it is you've done and the neighborhood 
associations in this area have done t o  help pranote good citizenship and 
a stable camunity. 

A: W e l l ,  to  start with the centennial mrannent was put up on the hundredth 
anniversary of the s ta te  of I l l inois.  It WAS placed at  the center of the 
bgan Square c d t y ,  Kedzie and Logan Eoulward. During that tine, 
Kedzie Boulevard and Logan Boulevard E r e  the h a s  of m y  millionaires-- 
Oscar Mayer lived up here, several other people. This MS the e l i t e  of 
the c d t y  lived on these boulwards. The area m s  p r d n e n t l y ,  I 
guess you muld ca l l  blue collar mrkers, Scandinavian people, same 
Ir ish,  the Polish were mhg in  a t  this time. Mter the ELrst World Wr 
and during the Depression, a lo t  of the people mwed into Logan Square 
because it ws a good basis for living. The housing ws reasonable and 
there m s  mch recreational faci l i t ies .  During the mr or prior t o  the 
wr the Jewish people m e d  into Logan Square. Now for a nuher of years 
the Jewish people as a group were not m r s  of property. They would 
rent apartrrmts due to  the long history they had with their property 
seized and being run out of countries. They =re not too sure they 
mnted to  establish roots and m t e d  to  buy k i n g .  They lived in  mst 
of the a p a r m t  buildings. The m e r s  of the apartment buildings e r e  
getting a p r d u m  because the Jewish people insisted on the hi ldings 
being kept up and they paid top notch rents for it. And the area ms 
lcept very beautiful. Now for some reason W h  I don't how the Jewish 
people decided that Skokie and Lincolmod was the place to  l ive and they 
becam, instead of tenants they becam m e r s  of buildings. They s t i l l  
own many txlsinesses in Logan w e .  Now they're c m t i n g .  

I how one g e n t l a m  who w e d  a hardtare store and lived across the 
street and i f  the store m s  suppose to  be opened a t  nine o'clock, he got 
there a t  nine-thirty. But now that he lives i n  flcokie, i t 's  supposed to  
be opened at nine o'clock he canes at  eight-thirty. men the Jewish 
people w e d  out, the rents could no longer be sustained by the average 
person because they =re paying ten, fifteen, twnty percentmre because 
they were getting a l l  these special services. The landlords, not being 
able to get their rents, started subdividing stme of the apartments, 
renting them out t o  tm families instead of one. ?hen all of a sudden, 
t h ~  boom to  the suburbs cane and a l l  the yaung people instead of renting, 



the a p a r m t  dawn the s t reet  £ran Man ~ n t  out to the suburbs, w m t  out 
to  h a t o n ,  went out to  Wheeling, mt out t o  other places. And the new 
people, the Spanish speaking people began t o  m e  into Logan Square. 
I'll say for lack of a better term, the lover class white dm had lived 
southeast of us began t o  m e  into Logan Square. Armitage Avenue has 
changed. I can remember &en it ws a flourishing business s t reet .  Now 
i t 's  a s t reet  of anall mufacturers and people FJho are running printhg 
shops and things l ike this. It's no longer a business street .  This 
a r t i c le  that I mentioned earl ier  that said Logan Square m s  fal l ing apart 
w s  the 9 that p r q t e d  the people t o  take sane action. If that 
ar t ic le  hadn t been written, maybe the people muld have tnaited for t m  
or three more years. 

Q: What wuld have happened had the people w i t ed  t w  or three or four 
mre years t o  have begun t o  do samething? 

A: That's a hard qes t ion  t o  answr . My personal feeling is the white 
middle class,  i f  they had mited  and same m r e  had lmed out, the tough 
people dm don't have anything t o  lose, the people that are in the l w r  
class that have the cheapest jobs and the f ews t  amxlnt of dollars mi&t 
have organized a tougher cammity organization. But when the white 
middle class got angry they Ere organized. And they have an organization 
that is  effective but not as effective as W or NCO or these organizations 
that organized not white middle class people, but people dm had less t o  
lose and were willing to  fight harder. I feel that sanetimes white 
middle class cctmnmity organizations lack sufficient punch because they're 
afraid of their jobs, they're afraid of losing their houses or other 
things and s m ~ t b ~ s  they don't press the issue as hard as they should. 

Q: Mr. Feeley, is  the Logan Square Neighboxhmd Association or any of 
the organizations that R 've mntionad previously Alinsky organizations? 
By that I man w r e  they formed by Saul Alhsky? 

A: No. The bgan Square Nei&borhood Association was not formed by Saul 
Alinsky. They took same mney frm the Catholic churches. I had taken 
sate tra* f r o m  Mr. Alinsky and s a ~  of his instructors. ht they 
were not Alinsky organizations. I think this is another problem. If 
they had been Alinsky organizations, they might have been rmre willing to 
lay it on the line. The businessmen obviously wren' t and this organization 
I 'm organizing is g e t t y  the benefit of the Northwst Cananity Organization's 
txaining and Mr. Alinsky s training with the Northwst C d t y  Organization. 
kt, no, none of the organizations =re Alinsky organized. 

Q: What exactly do you see the role of the camunity organizations in 
Logan Sclplare today in  view of the fact  that, I believe you m t i o n e d  
twenty-five percent or m r e  of the comnunity is Spanish speaking? J?rm 
census information it d d  imply that perhaps wi thin  the next ten years 
over f i f t y  percent of the neighborhood w i l l  be of Latino origin. WZlat's 
the role of the comnunity organization in  such a c d t y  as this and 
what w i l l  the role be in the near future? 

A: Oh, I think the role of the cQmarnity organization i s  to  w r k  with 
the Spanish speaking people, help them to  enjoy the things they mt to 
enjoy: the good housing, the good recreatimal fac i l i t i es ,  things l ike 
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this. b e  of the problems vie have is the Spanish are Tin* the political organization, the c i ty  of -ago i s  not giving t c i ty  services 
they used to give. Wen the Jewish people =re here, the Scandinavian 
people =re here, the streets e r e  repaired, the garbage ms picked up, 
they Ewe taking care of a l l  the essential services. I& are not getting 
these kinds of support fran the city.  The Spanish speaking people have 
to  h a w  *ere they can go. They need to  have representatives who can 
represent than. A t  this point there i s n ' t  a Spanish s ta te  representative, 
there i sn ' t  a Spanish alderman, there isn' t a Spanish congressman. The 
people are represented by Polish c o n g r e s m ,  they're represented by a 
Norwgian alderman thou& there arm' t any Norwegians around to  amaunt to  
rrau=h. They =re represented by a Norwegian c d t t e m  mtil just 
recently. Sane of the Polish areas represented by Polish leadership in  
the Demcratic party but the problem is the Spanish virtually have no 
representation. &mmmity organizatians should w r k  w i t h  the Spanish 
speaking people, help them t o  organize. There 's  a very strong feeling 
that the Anglo was out t o  screw the Spanish speaking person, that he's 
out t o  hurt them. He's not. H e ' s  afraid of the Spanish because he feels 
that sane of the problans and saw of the lack of services are their 
fault, scarre of the gang problam are their fault.  The gang problem have 
been here for fifteen y e a .  Ihey ' re just highlighted naw because the 
names are changed. Sorne of the gang umbers, when they viere Polish it 
ws just the neighborhood kids causing trouble, but now because they're 
Rodriguezs or Gonzolas they're real  terrors and troublemakers. 

One of the things, Logan Square needs revitalizatian. bk need bigger 
parks. W& need sarre nevier buildings. There've been plans t o  replace the 
six flats and the eight flats on bgan h l e v a r d  and on Kedzie with high 
r i se  buildings. I think this wuld help the c d t y ,  wuld bring young 
people in. Young people aren't  able t o  handle the rents and handle the 
six and eight roan aparbrmts . But they m l d  i f  the area was rejuvenated, 
be able t o  m e  into smaller apartments. It m l d  be mrre cowards their 
liking. We need area for recreation for the yumg people. I think 
twenty or twenty-five percent of our c d t y  is senior citizens. We 
don't have my senior citizens housing for these people. They're living 
in one and tm rams sane place, i l legal  basanent apartments. They're 
not cold w t e r  flats anymore, but they're inadequately heated and people 
are getting sick and they're not being taken care of. We need programs 
for the senior citizens. We have senior citizens clubs, but no c d t y  
organization is actively wrking to  help the senior citizens in the 
ccmranity. We need to have s a ~ t h i n g  done w i t h  organizing the young 
people, the young mrrieds . Getting than involved in camrPlnity activity . 
A t  this point, if they've got a canplaint, i f  they have a precinct captain 
to  go to or sane camunity organizer, they haw they can get the problem 
solved. Wit: m y  t h s  out of frustration they throw up their hands, put 
up a for sale sign on their hause and m e .  

Q: Mr. Feeley, that do you see the future of Logan Square as being? Is 
it a bright future, a dim future or where does Logan Sqpare go frm here? 
Recently in a W a g  Tribune ar t ic le  it w s  cited that Logan Square is 
in effect returning to  a lm class or middle middle class type neighborhood. 
Is that ar t ic le  correct and i f  so, does this man that  Logan Square still 
has sane potential for young l i fe?  
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A :  I think it has a big potential for young l i f e .  Four years ago I had 
to  make a decision myself as t o  whether I wnted to  buy here and live in 
the cumunity and stay living in the c d t y  or &ther I wanted to buy 
out northwst. And I f e l t  for my children's advancemnt, for their  
education, for general living, Logan Square ms the place to  be. I think 
the action n m  is  i n  New Tom. It 's left Old Tom.  I think the action 
is headed =st t o  Logan Squaxe. Logan Square i s ,  in ten or fifteen 
years, going to  be the in place to  live. It's going to  be the place t o  
be lamin that you're fran Logan Square. I think the Spanish are going to  
add nzlch f lm to  aur c d t y  . They ' re good, hard wrking people. 
We ' re  lxilding up a small kt good Greek area. A t  Kimball and Fullerton 
VE h e  Greek theaters and a l l  kinds of stores. And we are getting a 
migration into the camnulity of Greek people, d ~ i c h  is a positive thing. 
People are starting to  take an interest i n  Lngan Square. They're s ta r t ing  
to  renavate the buildings. They're starting to ,  the young people are 
starting to  m e  back in. This is the thing w need. 

One of the things w need done is the renovation of o m  schools. We have 
a school that 's  aver a hundred years old. And i t ' s  probably a fire trap 
but the building department doesn't mt to  say so for political reasons. 
This h i ld ing  needs to  be tom down and a new one built .  We need better 
police protection. We have fa i r ly  good service but the problem is R 
haven't made a laud enou& scream so ='re not getting as good services 
as they're getting i n  Woodlam and other areas. It's starting to  look 
up. Real estate values are going up. Young people are starting to  move 
back in hgan  Square. A s  I outlined earl ier ,  sane rebuilding could be 
done because m h e  very l i t t l e  vacant space. Sarrre parks could be 
added. Maybe a theater or tm. Things like this muld cause people to 
be m r e  interested i n  Logan Square. People in  our camunity have mney . 
We support thee institutions that have over a hundred million dollars in 
the bank and it m s t l y  cam frm bgan  Square. And the only problan i s ,  
I+E can't get these kinds of institutions to  help us support ourselves and 
help us build the kind of projects m need. 

Q: I have one final question that 's  smwhat broad and perhaps an unfair 
question. But w i t h  the r i s e  of apathy in the United States, not only the 
Watergate being a symptan perhaps of apathy, but certainly the fact  that 
the college campuses have turned £ran campus protest t o  streaking almst 
back to  the days of goldfish smllowing and certainly as, i f  I may, a 
professional radical nruch along the line of Saul Alinsky what is  the 
future of the c i ty ,  of the c d t y  and of camnnzity organizations in 
particular being this is 1974? 

A: 'Ihe c d t y  organizations are going to  have t o  relate m r e  closely 
to  the people. They're going to  h e  t o  w r k  with the people. I don ' t 
think people are basically apathetic. I think they're tired and frustrated 
of trying s e t h i n g  and trying it and getting no place. %re's many 
cmmrcials  today that say, you hm, that w 've becnzle accustaned to bad 
service, t o  cheap and broken mte r i a l ,  and not getting good service. One 
of the steel companies is going on haw they're doing a better job. I 
thidc camnxnity organization has t o  relate m r e  closely to  people. I 
think t.he g o v e m n t  has to  relate m r e  closely to  people. We 've got to, 
you h a w ,  the people I talk to  aren't  apathetic. b b n  they want samething 
done--if smbody shows than a way of getting it done, shows them they're 
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even interested in helping thsn get it done, they'll  go and they'll  mrk  
hard and wsk m y  haurs. I 've knm n m  who've los t  their jobs w i t h  the 
c i ty  aver an ar-t of a bad building of sane corrupt practice dm 
wren ' t  afraid of losing their job, and they were n&ing fifteen, mty 
thusand dollars a year. I don't how why the college student has gone 
fran protesting t o  streaking. I don't know i f  the college students are 
just mrn out or i f  the new breed of college s M e n t  i s  afraid to  handle 
a problan. But people have to  be given attention, they h e  t o  be cultivated, 
they have to be wxked w i t h .  I don't know any people that  are really 
apathetic. I f  you've talked to  them about what they want to  talk about 
and not &at you wnt to  talk about and i f  you don't t ry  to  cane and give 
than the ansver but help them t o  find the answr. This is what Saul 
Alinsky did, and this is dxit his people are doing. They might have done 
it in  a very radical way but unless you stcmp on the guy's head, he 
doesn't how you're there. The only time he haws you're there is when 
you're voting. And if you vote his way everything is fine. But if you 
give people alternatives and you help than find the ans-rs instead of 
telling t h e m h t  the answrs are, they're willing to  wrk. I don't 
really think they're apathetic. 

Q: Do you h e  any advice to  give t o  the young college students or t o  
anybody as a closing t o  this interview? 

A: Yes. I feel that the young college students c d n g  out should try to  
find jobs that are going t o  re la te  to  people. I remember when I was 
getting aut of college vie =re all looking for good paying jobs that, you 
h u w ,  didn't relate to  people and people services and wren ' t  people 
oriented. I've been seeing in the l a s t  few years &ere college students 
have been coming aut of college, you how, instead of taking the m t y - f i v e  
tbusand dollar a year job h e r e  they had an impersonal type of mrk, 
they started getting h o l v e d  with things l ike  Action and Vista. I 
think, you how, the young people, i f  you w i l l  mke a few thousand dollars 
a year less but w r k  with the people and do the job you enjoy doing 
rather than spend- the t ime and the extra money on trying to--1 know 
young college people who wxe in my age group, thirty-f ive , thirty-six , 
who don' t like their work, are very unhappy. They're either drinking too 
mch or they're going, things that are causing them t o  run away frcm 
their jobs and run away f r a n  their families. And I think i f  you're doing 
sarrrething that you really enjoy, that the mney i s n ' t  secondary but you 
can mrk for a few thousand dollars less and still make it. 

Q: Thank you for taking, the t h  to  be intervied for the Oral History 
Wfice  of Sangamon State University. 

End of Side h e ,  Tape Qle 


