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Earl Farnworth, October 29, 1974, Nauvoo, Illinois.

Richard S. Welchans, Interviewer.

Q. Where were you born?

A. Utah. Price, Utah. I lived there as a youngster and then moved,
when I was very young, up into Idaho, in the Teton Basin actuwally.
Then the family lived in the Boise Valley and Meridian, in Idaho,
until I was a second grader, and then moved to Oram, Utah, where I've
lived since. That's in central Utah, it's about 35 miles south of
Salt Lake City. A town near the BYU, everybody knows about Brigham
Young University. :

Q. Right. I used to watch them on College Bowl. What year were you
born?

A. 1925,

Q. What were your circumstances when you were a child, I mean, was
your father a farmer?

A. No, my father, well, when we lived in the Teton Basin, when I

was a tiny boy he was working on farms, yes. There was some relation
up there, I think some kind of a share-cropping arrangement in those
days. That kind of thing. Then when we moved to Meridian, he worked
for the power company, Idaho Power, and then this was of course
depression time and when he was laid off his job at the power company. e ¢
I had a sister, an older sister who had a bone problem in one of her
legs, and they'd have to take her to Salt Lake City to the children's
hospital a couple or three times, so we decided to move closer because
she was still having problems. There were relations in Oram, so we
went to Oram, and that's how we come to be there, I suppose.

Q. About how old were you when you came to Oram?
A. T was in second grade, so I was seven years old.
Q. What did your father do there, then?

A. Well, we farmed and just about anything you could in those days,
just anything to keep body and soul together. He was a carpenter. His
major trade was as a carpenter, building and that kind of thing. Then
when he was 40 years old, or in 1940 I should say, he became, his
vision became so bad that he could not work anymore and so he of course
had to be on various kinds of relief and such since then. He is now in
his eighties, I've forgotten.
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Q. What kind of education did you have?

A. Well, T had grade school and high school, and then this was just
at the time of World War II, and so I went into the service, actually
the U. S. Maritime service, Merchant Marine, and spent some time there
and then went into Officer's School and got some training and
education there. I was married, of course, along in this period, and
went home and went to work. So I'm still waiting for my turn to go

to college. I've been that close a half dozen times, but I haven't
gotten there yet.

Q. When did you return to go to work?

A. In 1946. Early in 1946. 1I first worked for a feed and seed and
grocery situation in Oram, managing the grocery department, and then
continued to work for them in the mill itgelf for a time. Ran the
farm, my father-in-law's farm for a year, and then I went into business
in the cafe business, near this Geneva steel plant in fact, in West
Oram. Spent some time there and a fellow came along had more money
than brains and wanted to buy the business, so I sold it to him and
went into gselling. The major part of my life has been in my profession
of selling and I've enjoyed that a great deal. I find that to be a
very fulfilling and satisfying way to make a living. It gives you

lots of freedom and so I've done a lot of that.

Q. Have you stuck with any specific product or type of thing?

A. No. 1It's usually been intangibles, it seems like. For one reason,
I sold insurance and investments and real estate and 15 years with
Gold-strike Stamp Company, selling trading stamps and premiums, that
kind of thing. In fact, that's what I was doing when I came here.

I still have my real estate license and dabbled in a little real estate
just part time, did some development on my own in building and selling
and stuff. Our situation here is a little different than some of the
others, because we are actually missionaries for the church. We were
asked to go on a mission. We agreed we would go, not knowlng where we
might be sent; when you agreed to such a thing you could be sent anywhere
in the world.

Q. Was this like . . . have you retired or . .

A. No. I had been in my church activities held responsible for various
activities in the church. I had been in the bishopric as a counselor,
well a clerk and then a counselor, and then was bishop for six years.
This is what I mean when I say I have not yet gone to college, because
I've been ready to go and I get another call from the church and I just
can't work everything in. I was bishop for nearly six years. Then the
ward had gotten so large that we divided the ward, and T then went into
the State Presidency as Executive Secretary.

Q. This was all in Oram?
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A. All in Oram. In the Oram stake. Then I jokingly said that all

the time I was bishop I was trying to get a couple of missionaries

out and was never successful out of my ward. So when they released

me they sent me. Maybe that's the way it works, who knows. Anyway,

we had planned to go on a mission, but we had really planned on it

when we were more near the retirement age. But the call comes and

you don't say no, so we sold our house and our boat and our second

car, a little truck actually, a little El Camino, and camper, and a

few other holdings we had so we could clear out as much as we could,
and here we are, We arrived here in May of last year and so we would
normally go home now the first of November, 18 months, but along

early this year we had been at the Brigham Young home for ten months

or so and then they moved us over here to the Center and in preparation
for my becoming the Director of all the guide service here. So this
has taken place, of course, and this is why we agreed to stay longer,
because of this special assignment we have. We are not retired. That's
one of our major concerns, is how we're going to handle all that. I
shouldn't say really concerned. I guess we're concerned about it, but
we have enough faith in the Lord that if we're here doing his work, why
things will work out.

Q. Do you intend to go back to Oram?

A. Yes, I think so. We've got properties there. We own a duplex and

we bought us a new lot before we left so if we can now find enough
materials and money, if somebody will loan it or whatever, to build

us a house, we will. We'll probably have to do something about housing.
We would I suppose go back to Oram, although there's really nothing
sacred about that. Tt would just depend on what presents itself because
we resigned our positions. We're available when we go home. But because
we know more people there and we have some opportunities to get back into
business or something, we probably will go back there.

Q. What specifically do you do here as Director of Interpretation?

A. Well, I'm . . . maybe Brother Holiday has told you something about

the way the thing is set up, the organization, but Brother Holiday is

the Resident Manager, Managing Director, whatever you choose to call

him. He lives here and is responsible for the whole restoration, and

I'm sure you're familiar enough to know with the restoration to know

what I mean. The whole thing, we have all this land and many buildings.
We have a farm. He's responsible for everything and then under him of
course it's kind of departmentized, and my particular responsibility is
all the Guide Service, so in particular I am responsible for the Visgitor's
Center. 1 set up the schedules and see that there are people to take care
of various responsibilities every day and see that everything is ready to
go and whatever ig required in this regard. Along with this, I of

course make reservations with tour groups that are coming and work with
them to help them get the most out of their visit and fill their time up
as best we can for them while they're here. Of course, I assign the
people to help with this or that, whatever is needed. Also correlate

the people in the restored buildings, the homes and the shops and so on,
somewhat to be sure that there are people on the job there each day and
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that the places are open, and whatever special needs they may have.
Then, of course, I also am responsible to help with the general
functions of the group, of the mission family, as we refer to it.

We have, just about once a month we have a family dinner. We all

get together and have kind of a social time and we have our family

home evenings every Monday night. I have that assigned to another

of the men who actually does the organization of it or sees that there
is something each week. Then other special things, special socials or
parties, and arrange the sacrament meetings in the evening, and all these
things on Sunday, and just whatever needs to be done. I'm just supposed
to do it or see that it's done.

Q. So you're in charge of most of the community activities then? That
is, the missionary community.

A. Yes, that's right. We do hold our own evening meetings on Sunday
because we're not through in time to be able to go up to the branch here
where there are sacrament meetings, so we have our own here in the theatre.
These things, I help with those, and conduct some of the meetings, and
whatever is necessary. Drive a bus, drive a limo, run errands, write
letters, whatever is necessary.

Q. Have you had any experience in site interpretation before you came
here?

A. No gir.
Q. But you have visited other sites, and knew how they'd been done there,

A. Well, some, yes. Of course I've visited many other historical places,
and so on. Indian ruins and other groups wherever they might be, but
had no real involvement with them previously.

Q. Do you recall how your orientation was conducted. What you were
supposed to learn before you became a guide here? How you were supposed
to conduct yourself?

A. Well, of course all of us, all the missionaries, are asked to go to
the missionary home in Salt Lake City and spend about three and a half
days there and they give us some orientation in general terms, what is
expected of us as missionaries, and help us with whatever details we
need, in the way of instruction about licenses and medical and whatever
you might need in preparation for wherever you might be going. Some
training pointed in the direction of what we were going to be doing. 1In
our particular case, because this couple missionary situation in that
the Visitor Center is still developing, there really wasn't any particular
thing done in the mission home experience that helped us in this regard.
We spent our time, really, what time we had there, studying the
discussions, as they're referred to, missionary discussions that are
carried on when families want to hear the gospel, want to be taught the
principles of the gospel and so on, so we spent some time with that in
preparation for coming, and of course our preparation really was done
long before in the work in the church. My knowledge of church history
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and all of this kind of thing. Then after we arrived here we were

urged to go and visit all of the projects, and of course to the Joseph
Smith properties, and learn all we could about what was going on so

that we would be familiar with the entire thing, and then we were
agsigned first to the Seventies Hall. It was just being opened. So

we actually worked there the first two weekends it was open and the

week in between. We were there for the dedication in fact, that building
and others, in the end of May last year, a year ago this past May. Then
we were assigned to the Brigham Young home and went over there officially
as of the first of June when the folks who had been there went home. So
we worked there, then, ten months and then came over here. Now as far as
formal training, of course periodically along the way we do have some
sessions where Dr. Kimball or someone shows us some slides. We've had
historians come and talk to us, a number of things along the way. But
not too much to begin with. This is one of my responsibilities. I
neglected to mention this, that I am responsible for the orientation

and training somewhat of the new people when they arrive here now. 1In
fact, that's what I'm doing right now. We have two new couples just
arrived. That's what I've been doing all day today. So we have a

little better program now in that respect. We do spend some time with
them and help them get oriented and a little better prepared for what
they are going to be doing.

Q. You weren't taken around by anyone when you first came then?

A. Not really, no. After Dr. Kimball arrived, he didn't happen to

be in town when we came, and after he arrived one day he was going to
take us down to the Brigham Young home, and introduce us to the folks
there as he did, he drove us around the project and told us quite a bit
of background information. Of course, we've had many sessions with him
since; we've become familiar with what there is here to talk about and
we've done a great deal of study on our own. In our spare time, we've
done a lot of studying. We've done a little reading and research and
so on as we could. We have a library here in the Center that's
available to us and so we've done a lot of that kind of thing. You
work on the job and talk to others and you learn quite a lot about it.

Q. When you became Director, did you institute any particular changes
in how the orientation was to go? Was there anyone that did it before
you?

A. No, not really. Just what was done kind of piecemeal by those that
were here. Dr. Kimball did some when he was here, and he brought in
historians or some such occasionally during the summer particularly
we've had some of that. During the winter last year we held a class
every Thursday night and we studied Tllinois history which was a great
help of course, to become more familiar with the area and much more
knowledgeable. You learn a little geography with it, too, so when
people tell us where they're from, why we know where they're talking
about. This kind of thing is very useful. When I became Director,

of course this has been one of my goals and one of the things that
I've wanted to do more of. T don't have complete liberty to do
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anything that I might feel ought to be done because I'm not the chief.

I just more or less carry out policy and then do some of this training
and so on, along the guidelines that we've talked about and established.
Most of the training that is a day to day thing is pretty well left wup
to me on how we do it and how to cover it. But I've been able to
develop myself as we go along. We're still developing this really
because we've never done it. We've never really had any formal
orientation program previously.

Q. When did ‘you begin doing this?

A. Well, after I became Director. I don't remember when the first group
came in after that, but I suppose along in June or July was when 1
really got into it the first time.

Q. To your best of your knowledge, is this going to continue? Will
there be someone to take over for you as Director?

A. Yes, I think so. That's part of the plan and the organization is
such now that that's likely the way it will go.

Q. Do you have any input into how the interpretation is conducted? I
know you can't make any decisions, but can you .

A. We talk about it sometimes. I'm not sure how much is accepted.
Largely here in seeking to make the professional approach, because we're
somewhat temporary, the guides are, a lot of this is done by using
historians and Rowena Miller, who is in Salt Lake City. She's done a

lot of the research and historical background on a lot of this and so

on, and so these people prepare these basic scripts for us, for the
various houses and places, and then we have what we call a grey Bible,

a grey book, it's a loose-leaf kind of book about so thick filled with . .

Q. About two inches thick?
A. Oh, an inch and a half I guess.
Q. 1Is it a regular 8-1/2 x 11?

A. 1 was just looking around. I just had two of them in here and
1've given them out to these new people.

Q. They're about the size of regular paper, though?

A. Yes, it's typed sheets is what it is, on 8-1/2 by 11 and then they're
in oneof those multi-ring binders. You know, the plastic spiral binder.
This is information which has been compiled by the historians over the
years, and it's great little background information about the people who
were here in Nauvoo, their families, what they did, the properties, all
this kind of thing. So we have this to refer to along with the other
texts of course, some of the fine histories. One of these we like best
is this newer one of David Miller's, Nauvoo, the City of Joseph. It's a
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fine text. Miller was here apparently in the early stages of the
restoration, and did a good deal of the early historical research.
Now he and his wife have compiled this book, and they've had access
to all of these files that have been accumulated in the Nauvoo
Restoration office in Salt Lake. I understand that we have more
information about Nauvoo and the historical aspects of Nauvoe than
even the church archives have.

Q. You mean here in Nauvoo?

A. Well, no. In Salt Lake, basically it's in Salt Lake. That kind
of thing is done in Salt Lake. We just have a library here of
reference materials for us to refer to in learning and so on. Rather
broad. T mean we have lots of histories, not just about Nauvoo but
Illinois and the general area, and life on the plains and prairies,
and many. such things. Lots of biographies. Copies of some journals,
personal journals of people who were here. All this kind of thing to
refer to. Also there are some that are written, oh, some are more in
novel form, but not really. . We're more interested in the historical
gside of it. I have read a number of them. The Robert Flanders' book,
Kingdom on the Mississippi was of interest to me. I think he'd done

an excellent job from the RLDS standpoint, so to speak, and I think

he's done a fine job with that history. It's an interesting kind of
thesis, calling it a kingdom, and the basis and all that. I thought
that was an interesting approach. He had some good information in
there. He's a pretty good historian apparently. He's pretty careful
with his facts, most of the time he seems to be. So we try to be very
factual about what we tell people. We're not interested in just telling
fancy stories or embellishing them or something. We try to be very
factual about them. We try not to exaggerate and so on. In fact, I'm
sure we deflate some of the balloons that people have believed for many
years about Nauvoo because among our people particularly, it has been
generally said that Nauvoo is a city of 20,000 to 30,000 people and so
on, and apparently that never was so. It wasn't quite that large. And
the old miracle about the ice and a few of these things, that when you
get to understand them better through more careful historical research
and so on, it wasn't quite like the story's been built up over the years
I guess. So we try to be very factual about what we tell people, and
we tell our guides for example that they should be careful about what
they tell, and say, and not just repeat a story just because somebody
told them. That they need to have some foundation for that story. We
suggest that they ought to have it from at least two reliable sources,
that is two written histories or something. So basically I think we try
to be pretty careful. I hope our people do anyway.

Q. You mentioned a script for each house. Is that just the background
information, or do you go by that almost strictly or how does that work?

A. It's just a basic script. They're rather brief and we pass these

out to folks as they visit the various places. They are available at
each of the places, and it's just a brief resumé of the basic information
about that property and about the people who lived there. Here's one on
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the Nauvoo Temple for example. You have one on Jonathan Browning

in your hands, Seventies Hall. Each of these places has one. The
Webb Wagon and Blacksmith Shop, the Noble Smith home, this is the home
of Margaret Smith of course, after the church went west. Printing
office complex, the Times and Seasons. The Heber C. Kimball home, the
Brigham Young home, and Wilford Woodruff home. 8o there are eight of
these actually at the present time. We hand them out as people visit
the various homes, and so there is the basic script and this is very
carefully researched and we feel this is something you can depend on,
the information here. There are one or two typographical errors we've
become aware of, but other than that, they're pretty carefully researched.

Q. Do the guides, are they a specific basic information thing that they
go from for each home, like are they given a specific script on
information?

A. Yes, these are the basic scripts, that's why I refer to them as
scripts, because they actually are the basic script. Then, in each case,
for example if you were assigned to the Wilford Woodruff house, then of
course you'd read Wilford Woodruff's biography and anything you could
learn about Wilford Woodruff and the general information about the city
and the history part of it and the trek west and whatever you needed in
that regard, but you would concentrate on that particular place and
those particular people, so that you're qualified to discuss them
intelligently and that's your assignment, see. If you're assigned to
the Brigham Young home, then you concentrate on Brigham Young and his
famlly and his house, his history and that kind of thing.  So it helps
greatly when you come because you don't have to become knowledgeable
about all the facets of it, you just need to know your part. You know
what the others are doing, your part of it, then you become an expert on
that part of the restoration. So this is the basic script and then also
we've had people as they develop their presentations, we've had them
record them, written them out and so on, so we have some of those, and
when new folks come, they oftentimes go down and spend some time with
the people that are there and listen to their tour several times, and
ask questions and become very familiar with all the pieces of furniture
and all they need to know, in detail, and of course they have a written
script to go by and oftentimes they tape each other, and so on, so that
they can refer back to these things and concentrate on what they're
going to say there. The average tour is only 15 minutes or so, and,

you know, you can't say it all in 15 minutes anyway.

Q. There aren't any furnishings or anything mentioned in these pamphlets,
and they do talk about them. Is there information given to them on
specific pieces of furnishings, or do they just pick it out?

A. Yes, sir. 1In fact, we're just launching another campaign, I guess,
to update our knowledge of our furnishings and artifacts and such. We
have a young lady who is quite a specialist in this area who is going
to spend some time here and she's going to catalogue all of these
furnishings and artifacts of the period and such, so that we can have
a little more information about them and we can be very sure that when
we tell them it's of the period that we'll be pretty sure they are of
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the period and so on, Then, individually of course the pieces of
furniture and architecture and various special points about each
building are passed on from one set of guides to the next set of guides.
For example, in the Brigham Young home, the graining of the wood is an
important part of that, because Brigham Young was a painter and did this
kind of thing. 8o some of this, and the fact that the crane in the
fireplace in the kitchen is the original crane, and some of the dishes

in the cupboard are some that they apparently owned when they were here,
and this kind of thing. This is passed along, and usually in every place
there is an inventory list of the furniture and of course there is a copy
kept in the office. So all you need to do is get your inventory list out
and just walk around the house and identify each piece by the description
of it, what it's called and then you know what it is. We don't claim to
be antique experts. We just want to know what they are and what they're
used for is more important really than what they are sometimes. 5o we
can just tell people that's what they are. We're not really as concerned
about just talking about antiques and so on as we are in trying to help
people understand something of the motivation of the people here and who
they were and what they stood for and how they did things and this kind
of thing.

Q. Then each individual missionary is given a certain amount of material
and then he arranges it in his own personal way? These then are personal
tours?

A. Yes, we don't expect them to have a canned speech as such, in fact
we encourage them not to have a canned speech. We want it to be more or
less spontaneous. It's more interesting that way. It's more real.
Besides; a man like you comes along and you're a historian and you've
been here and so on, it may not be necessary to try to explain as many
things to you as it is to someone who has never been here before. Or a
bunch of small children, or whatever it is, youhave all kinds of people
come, so you can adapt a little bit this way, and talk about the things
that they're most interested in. Sometimes you have some antique buffs
that come through and that's what you want to talk about. So fine, we
talk about antiques as well as we can, and bring some of the other
important information along. We have a bunch of architects come from
and they wonder about the architecture, and we talk about the structure
of the building and this and that, and some of these other things as you
want to. We try to be adaptable to the time that people have and their
interests and so on. We tell them they need to know everything but don't
try to say it all. Boil it down and just tell them ten minutes' worth
or so.

Q. Could you briefly, like say these people have just come in today, and
you'ré giving them an orientation. Just go briefly step by step what you
do with a persom.

A. Well, of course first of all we get them located where they are going
to be living. That seems to be important, to get your car unloaded and
know that you're going to have a place to live. Then we get them
together, now for example they came in last evening and we had them to our
house for dinner. They came in late and so this helped that much. We got





































