
Preface  

This  manuscript i s  t h e  product of a t ape  recorded in t e rv i ew conducted 
by Richard S. Welchans f o r t h e o r a l  His tory  Of f i ce  on October 29, 1974. 
Mar jor ie  R. Welchans t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t a p e  and Richard S. Welchans 
e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  Ea r l  Farnworth reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Ea r l  Farnworth was born a t  P r i c e ,  Utah i n  1925. He spent  h i s  youth 
on t h e  farm and a t tended  grade school  and h igh  school .  He a l s o  served 
i n  t h e  U. S.  Maritime Service.  He had been independently employed 
s i n c e  t h e  se rv i ce .  

M r .  Farnworth is  i n  charge of t h e  Guide Serv ice  a t  Nauvoo Res to ra t ion ,  
Inc.  (N.R.T.) and as such is q u a l i f i e d  t o  t a l k  about t h e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  
program a t  N . R . I .  He is  a l s o  se rv ing  a t  missionary c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  
L a t t e r  Day S a i n t s  church (LDS). H e  and h i s  wi fe  a r e  t h e  only 
missionary couple i n  Nauvoo t h a t  a r e  not  r e t i r e d  and, t he re fo re ,  can 
speak about h i s  p e c u l i a r  problem a s  a missionary and g ive  i n s i g h t s  on 
t h e  missionary work a s  conducted i n  Nauvoo. 

Readers of t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bea r  i n  mind t h a t  it is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  is 
inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  is  not  
r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  views 
expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

This  t r a n s c r i p t  may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  be  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Ora l  His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  62708. 



Ear l  Farnworth, October 29, 1974, Nauvoo, I l l i n o i s .  

Richard S. Welchans, In te rv iewer .  

Q. Where were you born? 

A. Utah. P r i ce ,  Utah. I l i v e d  t h e r e  a s  a youngster  and then moved, 
when I was very  young, up i n t o  Idaho, i n  t h e  Teton Basin a c t u a l l y .  
Then t h e  family l i v e d  i n  t h e  Boise Valley and Meridian, i n  Idaho, 
u n t i l  I was a second grader ,  and then  moved t o  Oram, Utah, where I ' v e  
l i v e d  s ince .  Tha t ' s  i n  c e n t r a l  Utah, i t ' s  about 35 mi l e s  south  of 
S a l t  Lake City.  A town near  t h e  BYU, everybody knows about Brigham 
Young Universi ty .  

Q. Right.  I used t o  watch them on College Bowl. What yea r  were you 
born? 

Q. What were your circumstances when you were a c h i l d ,  I mean, was 
your f a t h e r  a farmer? 

A .  No, my f a t h e r ,  we l l ,  when we l i v e d  i n  t h e  Teton Basin, when I 
was a t i n y  boy he  was working on farms, yes.  There was some r e l a t i o n  
up t h e r e ,  I t h i n k  some kind of a share-cropping arrangement i n  t hose  
days. That kind of th ing .  Then when we moved t o  Meridian, he worked 
f o r  t h e  power company, Idaho Power, and then t h i s  was of course 
depress ion  t ime and when h e  was l a i d  o f f  h i s  job a t  t h e  power company. 
I had a sister, an o l d e r  s i s t e r  who had a bone problem i n  one of h e r  
l egs ,  and they 'd have t o  t ake  h e r  t o  S a l t  Lake C i ty  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  
h o s p i t a l  a couple o r  t h r e e  t imes, so  we decided t o  move c l o s e r  because 
she w a s  s t i l l  having problems. There were r e l a t i o n s  i n  Oram, so  we 
went t o  O r a m ,  and t h a t ' s  how we come t o  be  t h e r e ,  I suppose. 

Q. About how o l d  were you when you came t o  O r a m ?  

A. I was i n  second grade,  so  I was seven yea r s  o ld .  

Q. What d id  your f a t h e r  do t h e r e ,  then?  

A. Well, we farmed and just about anything you could i n  t hose  days, 
j u s t  anything t o  keep body and s o u l  toge ther .  He was a carpenter .  H i s  
major trade was as a ca rpen te r ,  bu i ld ing  and t h a t  kind of t h ing .  Then 
when he  was 40 y e a r s  o ld ,  o r  i n  1940 1 should say,  he became, h i s  
v i s i o n  became so  bad t h a t  he  could no t  work anymore and so he of course  
had t o  be  on va r ious  k inds  of r e l i e f  and such s i n c e  then. He is now i n  
h i s  e i g h t i e s ,  I 've fo rgo t t en .  
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Q. What kind of educat ion d id  you have? 

A. Well, I had grade school  and h igh  school ,  and then  t h i s  was j u s t  
a t  t h e  time of World War 11, and so  I went i n t o  t h e  se rv i ce ,  a c t u a l l y  
the U. S. Maritime se rv i ce ,  Merchant 14arine, and spent  some time t h e r e  
and then went i n t o  O f f i c e r ' s  School and got  some t r a i n i n g  and 
educat ion the re .  I w a s  marr ied,  of course,  a long i n  t h i s  per iod ,  and 
went home and went t o  work. So I ' m  s t i l l  wa i t i ng  f o r  my t u r n  t o  go 
t o  co l l ege .  I ' v e  been t h a t  c l o s e  a ha l f  dozen times, b u t  I haven ' t  
go t t en  t h e r e  y e t .  

Q. When d id  you r e t u r n  t o  go t o  work? 

A.  I n  1946. Early i n  1946. I f i r s t  worked f o r  a feed  and seed and 
grocery s i t u a t i o n  i n  O r a m ,  managing t h e  grocery department, and then 
continued t o  work f o r  them i n  t h e  m i l l  i t s e l f  f o r  a time. Ran t h e  
farm, my father- in- law's  farm f o r  a year ,  and then I went i n t o  bus iness  
i n  t h e  ca fe  bus iness ,  nea r  t h i s  Geneva s t e e l  p l a n t  i n  f a c t ,  i n  West 
Oram. Spent some t ime t h e r e  and a f e l low came a long  had more money 
than  b r a i n s  and wanted t o  buy t h e  bus iness ,  so I s o l d  it t o  him and 
went i n t o  s e l l i n g .  The major p a r t  of my l i f e  has been i n  my profess ion  
of s e l l i n g  and I ' v e  enjoyed t h a t  a g r e a t  dea l .  1 f i n d  t h a t  t o  be a 
very f u l f i l l i n g  and s a t i s f y i n g  way t o  make a l i v i n g .  It g ives  you 
l o t s  of freedom and so  I ' v e  done a l o t  of t h a t .  

Q, Have you s tuck  wi th  any s p e c i f i c  product o r  type  of th ing?  

A. No. I t 's  usua l ly  been i n t a n g i b l e s ,  i t  seems l i k e .  For one reason,  
I sold insurance and investments  and r e a l  e s t a t e  and 15 yea r s  w i th  
Gold-str ike Stamp Company, s e l l i n g  t r a d i n g  stamps and premiums, t h a t  
kind of th ing .  I n  f a c t ,  t h a t ' s  what I was doing when I came here .  
I s t i l l  have my r e a l  e s t a t e  l i c e n s e  and dabbled i n  a l i t t l e  r e a l  e s t a t e  
j u s t  p a r t  time, d i d  some development on my own i n  bu i ld ing  and s e l l i n g  
and s t u f f .  Our s i t u a t i o n  h e r e  i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  than some of t h e  
o t h e r s ,  because we a r e  a c t u a l l y  mi s s iona r i e s  f o r  t h e  church. We were 
asked t o  go on a mission. W e  agreed we would go, n o t  knowing where we 
might be  s e n t ;  when you agreed t o  such a th ing  you could be s e n t  anywhere 
i n  t h e  world. 

Q. Was t h i s  l i k e  . . . have you r e t i r e d  o r  . . . 
A. No. I had been i n  my church a c t i v i t i e s  he ld  r e spons ib l e  f o r  va r ious  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  church. I had been i n  t h e  b i s h o p r i c  a s  a counselor ,  
w e l l  a c l e r k  and then  a counselor ,  and then  was bishop f o r  s i x  years .  
This is what I mean when I say  I have not  y e t  gone t o  co l l ege ,  because 
I ' v e  been ready t o  go and I g e t  another  c a l l  from t h e  church and I j u s t  
c a n ' t  work every th ing  in .  I was bishop f o r  nea r ly  s i x  years .  Then t h e  
ward had go t t en  so  l a r g e  t h a t  w e  d iv ided  t h e  ward, and I then  went i n t o  
t h e  S t a t e  Presidency a s  Executive Secre ta ry .  

Q. This  was a l l  i n  Oram? 
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A. A l l  i n  Oram. I n  t h e  Oram s t ake .  Then 1 jok ingly  s a i d  t h a t  a l l  
t h e  t ime 1 w a s  bishop I was t r y i n g  t o  ge t  a couple of mi s s iona r i e s  
out  and was never  succes s fu l  out  of my ward. So when they r e l eased  
me they  s e n t  me. Maybe t h a t ' s  t h e  way i t  works, who knows. Anyway, 
we had planned t o  go on a mission,  bu t  we had r e a l l y  planned on i t  
when we were more near  t h e  re t i rement  age. But t h e  c a l l  comes and 
you don ' t  say no, so  we s o l d  our  house and our  boat and our  second 
car ,  a l i t t l e  t r u c k  a c t u a l l y ,  a l i t t l e  El  Camino, and camper, and a 
few o t h e r  holdings we had so  w e  could c l e a r  ou t  a s  much a s  we could, 
and h e r e  we a re .  We a r r i v e d  h e r e  i n  May of l a s t  year  and so  we would 
normally go home now t h e  f i r s t  of November, 18  months, but  a long 
e a r l y  t h i s  year  we had been a t  t h e  Brigham Young home f o r  t e n  months 
o r  s o  and then  they  moved us over  h e r e  t o  t h e  Center and i n  p repa ra t ion  
f o r  my becoming t h e  Di rec to r  of a l l  t h e  guide s e r v i c e  here.  So t h i s  
has  taken p lace ,  of course,  and t h i s  is why we agreed t o  s t a y  longer ,  
because of t h i s  s p e c i a l  assignment w e  have. We a r e  no t  r e t i r e d .  That ' s  
one of our  major concerns,  is  how we're  going t o  handle a11 t h a t .  I 
shouldn ' t  say r e a l l y  concerned. I guess we're  concerned about i t ,  but  
we have enough f a i t h  i n  t h e  Lord t h a t  i f  we ' re  he re  doing h i s  work, why 
th ings  w i l l  work out .  

Q.  Do you in t end  t o  go back t o  O r a m ?  

A. Yes, I t h i n k  so.  We've got  p r o p e r t i e s  t he re .  We own a duplex and 
we bought us  a new l o t  be fo re  we l e f t  so  i f  we can now f i n d  enough 
m a t e r i a l s  and money, i f  somebody w i l l  loan i t  o r  whatever,  t o  b u i l d  
us a house, we w i l l .  We' l l  probably have t o  do something about housing. 
We would I suppose go back t o  Oram, al though t h e r e ' s  r e a l l y  noth ing  
sac red  about t h a t .  It would j u s t  depend on what p re sen t s  i t s e l f  because 
w e  resigned our  pos i t i ons .  We're a v a i l a b l e  when we go home. But because 
w e  know more people t h e r e  and we have some o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  g e t  back i n t o  
business  o r  something, we probably w i l l  go back t h e r e .  

Q. What s p e c i f i c a l l y  do you do h e r e  as Di rec to r  of I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ?  

A. Well, I ' m  . . . maybe Brother Holiday has  t o l d  you something about 
t h e  way t h e  t h i n g  i s  s e t  up, t h e  organiza t ion ,  but  Brother  Holiday i s  
the  Resident Manager, Managing Di rec to r ,  whatever you choose t o  c a l l  
him. He  l i v e s  h e r e  and i s  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  whole r e s t o r a t i o n ,  and 
I ' m  s u r e  you ' re  f a m i l i a r  enough t o  know wi th  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  t o  know 
what I mean. The whole t h i n g ,  we have a l l  t h i s  land  and many bu i ld ings .  
We have a farm. He's r e spons ib l e  f o r  everything and then under him of 
course i t ' s  kind of departmentized, and my p a r t i c u l a r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is 
a l l  t h e  Guide Serv ice ,  so  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  I am re spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  V i s i t o r ' s  
Center.  I set up t h e  schedules  and s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  people t o  t ake  c a r e  
of va r ious  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  every day and s e e  t h a t  everything i s  ready t o  
go and whatever is requi red  i n  t h i s  regard.  Along wi th  t h i s ,  I of 
course make r e s e r v a t i o n s  wi th  t o u r  groups t h a t  are coming and work wi th  
them t o  help them g e t  t h e  most ou t  of t h e i r  v i s i t  and f i l l  t h e i r  t ime up 
a s  b e s t  we can f o r  them whi le  t h e y ' r e  here. Of course ,  I a s s i g n  t h e  
people t o  he lp  wi th  t h i s  o r  t h a t ,  whatever is needed. Also c o r r e l a t e  
t h e  people i n  t h e  r e s t o r e d  bu i ld ings ,  t h e  homes and t h e  shops and so on, 
somewhat t o  be  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  people on t h e  job t h e r e  each day and 
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t h a t  t h e  p l aces  a r e  open, and whatever s p e c i a l  needs they may have. 
Then, of course,  I a l s o  am re spons ib l e  t o  he lp  wi th  t h e  genera l  
func t ions  of t h e  group, of t h e  mission family,  as we r e f e r  t o  it. 
We have, j u s t  about once a month we have a family d inner .  We a l l  
ge t  t oge the r  and have kind of a s o c i a l  t ime and we have our  family 
home evenings every Monday n igh t .  I have t h a t  assigned t o  another  
of t h e  men who a c t u a l l y  does t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of i t  o r  s ees  t h a t  t h e r e  
is  something each week. Then o t h e r  s p e c i a l  t h ings ,  s p e c i a l  s o c i a l s  o r  
p a r t i e s ,  and ar range  t h e  sacrament meetings i n  t h e  evening, and a l l  t h e s e  
th ings  on Sunday, and j u s t  whatever needs t o  be done. I ' m  j u s t  supposed 
t o  do i t  o r  s e e  t h a t  i t ' s  done. 

Q. So you ' re  i n  charge of most of t h e  community a c t i v i t i e s  then? That 
is, t h e  missionary community. 

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  We do hold our own evening meetings on Sunday 
because we're no t  through i n  t ime t o  be  a b l e  t o  go up t o  the branch he re  
where t h e r e  a r e  sacrament meetings, s o  we have our  own he re  i n  t h e  t h e a t r e .  
These th ings ,  I h e l p  wi th  those,  and conduct some of t h e  meetings, and 
whatever is  necessary. Drive a bus, d r i v e  a limo, run e r rands ,  w r i t e  
l e t t e r s ,  whatever is necessary.  

Q. Have you had any experience i n  s i t e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  be fo re  you came 
here?  

A. No sir. 

Q. But you have v i s i t e d  o t h e r  s i t e s ,  and knew how they 'd  been done t h e r e .  

A. Well, some, yes.  Of course I ' v e  v i s i t e d  many o t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  p laces ,  
and s o  on. Ind ian  r u i n s  and o t h e r  groups wherever they might be, but  
had no r e a l  involvement w i t h  them previously.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  how your o r i e n t a t i o n  was conducted. What you were 
supposed t o  l e a r n  be fo re  you became a guide he re?  Bow you were supposed 
t o  conduct your se l f ?  

A. Well, of course a l l  of us,  a l l  t h e  mi s s iona r i e s ,  a r e  asked t o  go t o  
t he  missionary home i n  S a l t  Lake Ci ty  and spend about t h r e e  and a h a l f  
days t h e r e  and they g ive  us  some o r i e n t a t i o n  i n  genera l  terms, what i s  
expected of us as mis s iona r i e s ,  and h e l p  us  w i th  whatever d e t a i l s  we 
need, i n  t h e  way of i n s t r u c t i o n  about l i c e n s e s  and medical and whatever 
you might need i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  wherever you might be  going. Some 
t r a i n i n g  pointed i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of what we were going t o  be  doing. I n  
our  p a r t i c u l a r  case,  because t h i s  couple missionary s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h a t  
t h e  V i s i t o r  Center is s t i l l  developing, t h e r e  r e a l l y  wasn't  any p a r t i c u l a r  
t h i n g  done i n  t h e  mission home experience t h a t  helped us  i n  t h i s  regard.  
We spent  our  t ime, r e a l l y ,  what t ime we had t h e r e ,  s tudying t h e  
d iscuss ions ,  as t h e y ' r e  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  missionary discussions t h a t  a r e  
c a r r i e d  on when f a m i l i e s  want t o  hea r  t h e  gospel ,  want t o  be  taught  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  gospel  and so on, s o  we spent  some t ime wi th  t h a t  i n  
prepara t ion  f o r  coming, and of course  our  p repa ra t ion  r e a l l y  was done 
long be fo re  i n  the work i n  t h e  church. My knowledge of church h i s t o r y  
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and a l l  of t h i s  kind of th ing .  Then a f t e r  we a r r i v e d  h e r e  we were 
urged t o  go and v i s i t  a l l  of t h e  p r o j e c t s ,  and of course  t o  t h e  Joseph 
Smith p r o p e r t i e s ,  and l e a r n  a l l  we could about what was going on so 
t h a t  we would be  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  e n t i r e  th ing ,  and then  we were 
assigned f i r s t  t o  t h e  Sevent ies  Hal l .  It was j u s t  being opened. So 
we a c t u a l l y  worked t h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  two weekends i t  was open and the  
week i n  between. We were t h e r e  f o r  t h e  ded ica t ion  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  bu i ld ing  
and o t h e r s ,  i n  t h e  end of May l a s t  year ,  a year  ago t h i s  pas t  May. Then 
we were ass igned  t o  t h e  Brigham Young home and went over  t h e r e  o f f i c i a l l y  
as of t h e  f i r s t  of June when t h e  f o l k s  who had been t h e r e  went home. So 
we worked the re ,  then ,  t e n  months and then  came over  here.  Now a s  f a r  a s  
formal t r a i n i n g ,  of  course  p e r i o d i c a l l y  a long  t h e  way we do have some 
s e s s i o n s  where D r .  Kimball o r  someone shows us  some s l i d e s .  We've had 
h i s t o r i a n s  come and t a l k  t o  us ,  a number of t h ings  along t h e  way. But 
not  t oo  much t o  begin with.  This is one of my r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  I 
neglec ted  t o  mention t h i s ,  t h a t  I am re spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  
and t r a i n i n g  somewhat of t h e  new people when they a r r i v e  h e r e  now. I n  
f a c t ,  t h a t ' s  what I ' m  doing r i g h t  now. We have two new couples  j u s t  
a r r ived .  Tha t ' s  what I 've been doing a l l  day today. So we have a  
l i t t l e  b e t t e r  program now i n  t h a t  r e spec t .  We do spend some t ime wi th  
them and he lp  them g e t  o r i e n t e d  and a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  prepared f o r  what 
they a r e  going t o  be  doing. 

Q. You weren ' t  taken around by anyone when you f i r s t  came then? 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  no. A f t e r  D r .  Kimball a r r i v e d ,  he  d i d n ' t  happen t o  
be i n  town when we came, and a f t e r  he a r r i v e d  one day he was going t o  
t ake  us  down t o  t h e  Brigham Young home, and in t roduce  us  t o  t h e  f o l k s  
t h e r e  as he did,  he  drove u s  around t h e  p r o j e c t  and t o l d  us  q u i t e  a  b i t  
of background information.  Of course,  we've had many s e s s i o n s  with him 
s ince ;  we've become f a m i l i a r  wi th  what t h e r e  i s  he re  t o  t a l k  about and 
we've done a  g r e a t  d e a l  of s tudy on our  own. I n  our  s p a r e  t ime,  we've 
done a  l o t  of s tudying.  We've done a l i t t l e  reading and research  and 
so on a s  we could. We have a  l i b r a r y  he re  i n  t h e  Center t h a t ' s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  us  and s o  we've done a l o t  of t h a t  kind of th ing .  You 
work on t h e  job and talk t o  o t h e r s  and you l e a r n  q u i t e  a l o t  about  i t .  

Q. When you became Di rec to r ,  d i d  you i n s t i t u t e  any p a r t i c u l a r  changes 
i n  how the o r i e n t a t i o n  was t o  go? Was t h e r e  anyone t h a t  d i d  i t  before  
you? 

A. No, no t  r e a l l y .  J u s t  what was done kind of piecemeal by those  t h a t  
were here .  D r .  Kimball d i d  some when he was he re ,  and he  brought i n  
h i s t o r i a n s  o r  some such occas iona l ly  during t h e  summer p a r t i c u l a r l y  
we've had some of  t h a t .  During t h e  win te r  l a s t  yea r  we held  a c l a s s  
every Thursday n i g h t  and we s tud ied  I l l i n o i s  h i s t o r y  which w a s  a g r e a t  
he lp  of course,  t o  become more f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  a r e a  and much more 
knowledgeable. You l e a r n  a l i t t l e  geography wi th  i t ,  too,  s o  when 
people t e l l  us  where t h e y ' r e  from, why we know where t h e y ' r e  t a l k i n g  
about. This  kind of t h i n g  is  very use fu l .  When 1 became Di rec to r ,  
of course  t h i s  has  been one of  my goa l s  and one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  
I 've wanted t o  do more o f .  I don ' t  have complete l i b e r t y  t o  do 
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anything t h a t  I might f e e l  ought t o  be done because I ' m  no t  t h e  ch i e f .  
I j u s t  more o r  l e a s  c a r r y  out  po l i cy  and then  do some of t h i s  t r a i n i n g  
and s o  on, a long  t h e  gu ide l ines  t h a t  we've t a l k e d  about and e s t ab l i shed .  
Most of  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  is  a day t o  day t h ing  is  p r e t t y  we l l  l e f t  up 
t o  m e  on how we do i t  and how t o  cover it. But I 've been a b l e  t o  
develop myself a s  we go along. We're s t i l l  developing t h i s  r e a l l y  
because we've never done it. We've never  r e a l l y  had any formal 
o r i e n t a t i o n  program previous ly .  

I Q. When d id  you begin doing t h i s ?  

A. Well, a f t e r  I became Direc tor .  I don ' t  remember when t h e  f i r s t  group 
came i n  a f t e r  t h a t ,  bu t  I suppose along i n  June o r  J u l y  was when I 
really got  i n t o  i t  the  f i r s t  t ime. 

1 Q. To your b e s t  of your knowledge, is  t h i s  going t o  cont inue? W i l l  
1 t h e r e  be someone t o  t ake  over  f o r  you a s  D i rec to r?  

A. Yes, I t h i n k  so .  Tha t ' s  p a r t  of t h e  p l an  and t h e  o rgan iza t ion  is 
such now t h a t  t h a t ' s  l i k e l y  t h e  way it w i l l  go. 

I Q. Do you have any input  i n t o  how t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  conducted? 1 

~ know you can ' t  make any dec i s ions ,  bu t  can you . . . 
I 

A. We t a l k  about i t  sometimes. I ' m  not  s u r e  how much is accepted.  
Largely he re  i n  seeking t o  make t h e  p ro fe s s iona l  approach, because we're  
somewhat temporary, t h e  guides a r e ,  a  l o t  o f  t h i s  i s  done by us ing  
h i s t o r i a n s  and Rowena Miller, who is i n  S a l t  Lake City.  She's done a  
l o t  of t h e  research  and h i s t o r i c a l  background on a l o t  of t h i s  and so 
on, and so  t h e s e  people prepare  t h e s e  b a s i c  s c r i p t s  f o r  us,  f o r  t h e  
va r ious  houses and p l aces ,  and then  we have what we c a l l  a grey Bible ,  
a  grey book, i t ' s  a  loose-leaf kind of book about so  t h i c k  f i l l e d  wi th  . 

I 
1 Q. About two inches  th i ck?  

I A. Oh, a n  inch and a h a l f  I guess.  

Q. Is i t  a r e g u l a r  8-112 x l l ?  

A.  I w a s  j u s t  looking around. I j u s t  had two of them i n  h e r e  and 
I ' v e  given them out  t o  t h e s e  new people.  

Q. They're about t h e  s i z e  of r e g u l a r  paper,  though? 

A. Yes, i t ' s  typed s h e e t s  is what i t  is, on 8-112 by 11 and then t h e y ' r e  
i n  o n e o f t h o s e  mul t i - r ing  b inders .  You know, t h e  p l a s t i c  s p i r a l  binder .  
This  is  information which has been compiled by t h e  h i s t o r i a n s  over  t h e  
yea r s ,  and i t ' s  g r e a t  l i t t l e  background information about t h e  people who 
were here i n  Nauvoo, t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  what they  d id ,  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s ,  all 
this kind of thing.  So w e  have t h i s  t o  r e f e r  t o  along wi th  t h e  o t h e r  
t e x t s  of course,  some of t h e  f i n e  h i s t o r i e s .  One of t h e s e  w e  l i k e  b e s t  
is  this newer one of David ~ i l l e r ' s ,  Nauvoo, t h e  Ci ty  of Joseph. I t ' s  a 
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f i n e  t e x t .  Miller was he re  apparent ly  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of t h e  
r e s t o r a t i o n ,  and d id  a good dea l  of t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r i c a l  research .  
Now he  and h i s  w i fe  have compiled t h i s  book, and they 've had access  
t o  a l l  of t h e s e  f i l e s  t h a t  have been accumulated i n  t h e  Nauvoo 
Res tora t ion  o f f i c e  i n  S a l t  Lake. I understand t h a t  we have more 
information about Nauvoo and t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a s p e c t s  of Nauvoo than  
even t h e  church a rch ives  have. 

1 Q. You mean he re  i n  Nauvoo? 

A. Well, no. I n  S a l t  Lake, b a s i c a l l y  i t ' s  i n  S a l t  Lake. That kind 
of t h ing  is  done i n  S a l t  Lake. W e  j u s t  have a  l i b r a r y  here of 
r e f e rence  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  us  t o  r e f e r  t o  i n  l ea rn ing  and so  on. Rather 
broad. I mean we have l o t s  of h i s t o r i e s ,  no t  j u s t  about Nauvoo but  
I l l i n o i s  and t h e  genera l  a r e a ,  and l i f e  on t h e  p l a i n s  and p r a i r i e s ,  
and many such th ings .  Lots  of b iographies .  Copies of some jou rna l s ,  
personal  j ou rna l s  of people who were here .  A l l  t h i s  kind of t h i n g  t o  

I r e f e r  to .  Also t h e r e  are some t h a t  a r e  w r i t t e n ,  oh, some a r e  more i n  
I novel form, b u t  no t  r e a l l y .  We're more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
I s i d e  of  it. 1 have read a  number of them. The Robert ~ l a n d e r s '  book, 
I Kingdom on t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  was of i n t e r e s t  t o  me. I t h i n k  he 'd  done 

an e x c e l l e n t  job from t h e  RLDS s t andpo in t ,  so  t o  speak, and I t h i n k  
h e ' s  done a  f i n e  job wi th  t h a t  h i s t o r y .  It 's an i n t e r e s t i n g  kind of 
t h e s i s ,  c a l l i n g  i t  a kingdom, and t h e  b a s i s  and a l l  t h a t .  I thought 
t h a t  was an i n t e r e s t i n g  approach. He had some good information i n  
t he re .  He's a  p r e t t y  good h i s t o r i a n  apparent ly .  H e ' s  p r e t t y  c a r e f u l  
wi th  h i s  f a c t s ,  most of t h e  time he seems t o  be. So we t r y  t o  be very 
f a c t u a l  about what we t e l l  people.  We're no t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  j u s t  t e l l i n g  
fancy s t o r i e s  o r  embell ishing them o r  something. W e  t r y  t o  be very  
f a c t u a l  about them. W e  t r y  not t o  exaggerate  and so on. I n  fac t ,  I ' m  
s u r e  we d e f l a t e  some of t h e  ba l loons  t h a t  people have be l ieved  f o r  many 
years  about Nauvoo because among our  people p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  it  has  been 
gene ra l ly  s a i d  t h a t  Nauvoo is a c i t y  of 20,000 t o  30,000 people and so 
on, and apparent ly  t h a t  never  was so.  It wasn't  q u i t e  t h a t  l a r g e .  And 
t h e  o l d  mi rac l e  about t h e  i c e  and a  few of t h e s e  th ings ,  t h a t  when you 
get  t o  understand them b e t t e r  through more c a r e f u l  h i s t o r i c a l  research  
and so  on, i t  wasn't  q u i t e  l i k e  t h e  s t o r y ' s  been b u i l t  up over  t h e  yea r s  
1 guess.  So we t r y  t o  be  very  f a c t u a l  about what w e  t e l l  people,  and 
we tell our guides f o r  example t h a t  they should be c a r e f u l  about what 
they t e l l ,  and say,  and no t  j u s t  r epea t  a  s t o r y  j u s t  because somebody 
t o l d  them. That they need t o  have some foundat ion f o r  t h a t  s t o r y .  We 
suggest  that: they ought t o  have i t  from a t  l e a s t  two r e l i a b l e  sources ,  
t h a t  is  two w r i t t e n  h i s t o r i e s  o r  something. So b a s i c a l l y  I t h i n k  we t r y  
t o  be  p r e t t y  c a r e f u l .  I hope our  people do anyway. 

Q. You mentioned a s c r i p t  f o r  each house. Is t h a t  j u s t  t h e  background 
information, o r  do you go by t h a t  almost s t r i c t l y  o r  how does t h a t  work? 

A. I t ' s  j u s t  a  b a s i c  s c r i p t .  They're r a t h e r  b r i e f  and we pass  t h e s e  
out t o  f o l k s  a s  they v i s i t  t h e  va r ious  p laces .  They a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  
each of t h e  p l aces ,  and i t ' s  j u s t  a  b r i e f  resum6 of t h e  b a s i c  information 
about t h a t  property and about t h e  people who l i v e d  the re .  Here's one on 
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t h e  Nauvoo Temple f o r  example. You have one on Jonathan Browning 
i n  your hands, Sevent ies  Hal l .  Each of t h e s e  p l aces  has  one. The 
Webb Wagon and Blacksmith Shop, t h e  Noble Smith home, t h i s  is  t h e  home 
of Margaret Smith of course,  a f t e r  t h e  church went west. P r i n t i n g  
o f f i c e  complex, t h e  Times and Seasons. The Heber C. Kimball home, t h e  
Brigham Young home, and Wilford Woodruff home. So t h e r e  a r e  e i g h t  of 
t h e s e  a c t u a l l y  a t  t h e  present  time. We hand them o u t  a s  people v i s i t  
t h e  va r ious  homes, and so  t h e r e  i s  t h e  b a s i c  s c r i p t  and t h i s  is  very 
c a r e f u l l y  researched and w e  f e e l  t h i s  is  something you can depend on, 
t h e  information here .  There a r e  one o r  two typographica l  e r r o r s  we've 
become aware o f ,  bu t  o t h e r  than  t h a t ,  t hey ' r e  p r e t t y  c a r e f u l l y  researched. 

Q. Do t h e  guides,  a r e  they a s p e c i f i c  b a s i c  information th ing  t h a t  they 
go from f o r  each home, l i k e  a r e  they given a s p e c i f i c  s c r i p t  on 
information? 

A .  Yes, t h e s e  a r e  t h e  b a s i c  s c r i p t s ,  t h a t ' s  why I r e f e r  t o  them a s  
s c r i p t s ,  because they a c t u a l l y  a r e  t h e  b a s i c  s c r i p t .  Then, i n  each case ,  
f o r  example i f  you were ass igned  t o  t h e  Wilford Woodruff house, then of 
course you'd read  Wilford Woodruff's biography and anything you could 
l e a r n  about Wilford Woodruff and t h e  genera l  information about t h e  c i t y  
and t h e  h i s t o r y  p a r t  of it and t h e  t r e k  west andwhatever you needed i n  
t h a t  regard, but you would concent ra te  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p l ace  and 
those  p a r t i c u l a r  people,  so t h a t  you ' re  q u a l i f i e d  t o  d i scuss  them 
i n t e l l i g e n t l y  and t h a t ' s  your assignment, see .  I f  you ' r e  ass igned  t o  
t h e  Brigham Young home, then  you concen t r a t e  on Brigham Young and h i s  
family and his house, h i s  h i s t o r y  and t h a t  kind of  t h ing .  So i t  he lps  
g r e a t l y  when you come because you don ' t  have t o  become knowledgeable 
about a l l  t h e  f a c e t s  of i t ,  you j u s t  need t o  know your p a r t .  You know 
what t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  doing, your p a r t  of i t ,  then  you become an exper t  on 
t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n .  So t h i s  is  t h e  b a s i c  s c r i p t  and then a l s o  
we've had people a s  they  develop t h e i r  p re sen ta t ions ,  we've had them 
record them, w r i t t e n  them o u t  and s o  on, s o  we have some of those ,  and 
when new f o l k s  come, they of ten t imes  go down and spend some t ime wi th  
t h e  people t h a t  a r e  t h e r e  and l i s t e n  t o  t h e i r  t o u r  s e v e r a l  t imes,  and 
a s k  ques t ions  and become very  f a m i l i a r  wi th  a l l  t h e  p i eces  of f u r n i t u r e  
and a l l  they need t o  know, i n  d e t a i l ,  and of course  they  have a w r i t t e n  
s c r i p t  t o  go by and of ten t imes  they t a p e  each o t h e r ,  and so on, so  t h a t  
they can r e f e r  back t o  t h e s e  t h i n g s  and concent ra te  on what t h e y ' r e  
going t o  say t h e r e .  The average t o u r  i s  only 15 minutes o r  so,  and, 
you know, you c a n ' t  say i t  all i n  15 minutes anyway. 

Q. There a r e n ' t  any fu rn i sh ings  o r  anything mentioned i n  t h e s e  pamphlets, 
and they do t a l k  about  them. Is t h e r e  information given t o  them on 
s p e c i f i c  p i eces  of fu rn i sh ings ,  o r  do they j u s t  p ick  it out?  

A. Yes, sir. I n  fact ,  we 're  j u s t  launching another  campaign, I guess, 
t o  update  our  knowledge of our  fu rn i sh ings  and a r t i f a c t s  and such. We 
have a young lady  who i s  q u i t e  a s p e c i a l i s t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  who is going 
t o  spend some t ime he re  and she ' s  going t o  ca ta logue  a l l  of t h e s e  
fu rn i sh ings  and a r t i f a c t s  of t h e  per iod  and such, so  t h a t  we can have 
a l i t t l e  more information about them and we can be very s u r e  t h a t  when 
we t e l l  them i t ' s  of t h e  per iod  t h a t  w e ' l l  be p r e t t y  s u r e  they  a r e  of 
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t he  per iod  and s o  on. Then, i nd iv idua l ly  of course  t h e  p i eces  of 
f u r n i t u r e  and a r c h i t e c t u r e  and va r ious  s p e c i a l  p o i n t s  about each 
bu i ld ing  a r e  passed on from one set of guides t o  t h e  next  s e t  of guides.  
For example, i n  t h e  Brigham Young home, t h e  g ra in ing  of t h e  wood is a n  
important p a r t  of t h a t ,  because Brigham Young was a p a i n t e r  and d id  t h i s  
kind of th ing .  So some of t h i s ,  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c rane  i n  t h e  
f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  k i tchen  is t h e  o r i g i n a l  crane,  and some of t h e  d i shes  * 

i n  t h e  cupboard a r e  some t h a t  they  apparent ly  owned when they were h e r e ,  
and t h i s  kind of th ing .  This  is passed along,  and usua l ly  i n  every p l ace  
t h e r e  is an inventory l i s t  of t h e  f u r n i t u r e  and of course  t h e r e  i s  a copy 
kept  i n  t he  o f f i c e .  So a l l  you need t o  do is ge t  your inventory l ist  out  
and j u s t  walk around t h e  house and i d e n t i f y  each p i ece  by t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  
of i t ,  what i t ' s  c a l l e d  and then  you know what it is. We don' t  c laim t o  
be an t ique  expe r t s .  We j u s t  want t o  know what they a r e  and what t h e y ' r e  
used f o r  is more important r e a l l y  than  what they a r e  sometimes. So we 
can j u s t  t e l l  people t h a t ' s  what they a re .  We're no t  r e a l l y  as concerned 
about j u s t  t a l k i n g  about an t iques  and so  on a s  we a r e  i n  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  
people understand something of t h e  motivat ion of t h e  people he re  and who 
they were and what they s tood  f o r  and how they d id  th ings  and t h i s  kind 
of th ing .  

Q. Then each ind iv idua l  missionary is given a c e r t a i n  amount of m a t e r i a l  
and then  he  a r ranges  i t  i n  h i s  own personal  way? These then a r e  personal  
t ou r s?  

A. Y e s ,  we don ' t  expect them t o  have a canned speech a s  such, i n  f a c t  
w e  encourage them not  t o  have a canned speech. We want i t  t o  be  more o r  
l e s s  spontaneous. I t 's  more i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  way. I t ' s  more r e a l .  
Besides,  a man l i k e  you comes a long  and you ' re  a h i s t o r i a n  and you've 
been h e r e  and so  on, i t  may no t  be  necessary  t o  t r y  t o  exp la in  a s  many 
th ings  t o  you a s  i t  is t o  someone who has never  been h e r e  before .  O r  a 
bunch of small  ch i ld ren ,  o r  whatever it  is,  y o u h a v e a l l  k inds  of people 
come, s o  you can adapt  a l i t t l e  b i t  t h i s  way, and t a l k  about t h e  th ings  
t h a t  t h e y ' r e  mast i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  Sometimes you have some an t ique  b u f f s  
t h a t  come through and t h a t ' s  what you want t o  t a l k  about .  So f i n e ,  we 
t a l k  about an t iques  a s  w e l l  a s  we can, and b r ing  some of t h e  o t h e r  
important information along. We have a bunch of a r c h i t e c t s  come from 
and they  wonder about t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  and we t a l k  about t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
of t h e  bu i ld ing  and t h i s  and t h a t ,  and some of t h e s e  o t h e r  t h ings  a s  you 
want to .  We t r y  t o  be adap tab le  t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  people have  and t h e i r  
i n t e r e s t s  and so on. We t e l l  them they need t o  know every th ing  bu t  don ' t  
t r y  t o  say  i t  a l l .  Boi l  i t  down and j u s t  t e l l  them t e n  minutes '  worth 
o r  so .  

Q. Could you b r i e f l y ,  l i k e  say  t h e s e  people have j u s t  come i n  today, and 
you ' re  g iv ing  them an  o r i e n t a t i o n .  J u s t  go b r i e f l y  s t e p  by s t e p  what you 
do w i t h  a person. 

A. Well, of course f i r s t  of a l l  w e  g e t  them loca t ed  where they  a r e  going 
t o  be l i v i n g .  That seems t o  be important ,  t o  ge t  your c a r  unloaded and 
know t h a t  you ' re  going t o  have a p l ace  t o  l i v e .  Then we ge t  them 
toge ther ,  now f o r  example they came i n  last evening and we had them t o  our  
house f o r  dinner .  They came i n  l a t e  and so t h i s  helped t h a t  much. We got 
























