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Kay McLean t ranscr ibed the  tape; Dan Horton edi ted  t h e  t r ansc r ip t .  

John Fancher was born i n  Bel le  Ellen,  an Alabama coal  mining 

town, on Febuary 7, 1899. He began working in the  mines when he was 

ten yams o ld ,  He moved t o  Herrin, I l l i n o i s  i n  1920 after being black- 

l i s t e d  at  t h e  recent ly  organized United Mine Workers of America mines 

i n  Alabama. M r .  Fanchet worked i n  southern I l l i n o i s  mines u n t i l  he 

wao barred from t h e  United Mine Workers union for 99 years f o r  opposing 

John L. Lewie' administrat ion of t h e  unlon. In 1931 he moved t o  Spring- 

f i e l d ,  Illfnaia t o  seek employment i n  mines then under contrac t  with the 

anti-Lewis "White Card" o r  " F i o h ~ i c k ~ ~  f a c t i o n  and l a t e r  became a member 

of and organizer  f o r  t h e  e o ~ ~ e e s i v e  Mine Workers union. 

M r .  Fancher'a memoir includes h ia  r eco l l ec t ion  of t h e  minere' 

automobile caravan t o  Mulkeytown, I l l i n o i s  i n  1932, and events which 

took place i n  Springfield and c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s  during t h e  mine wars 

of the 1 9 3 0 ' ~  including the ambush of nonwnion miners a t  t h e  Peerless 

Coal Company mine and a gun b a t t l e  which took place between members 

of t h e  two untons at i  the Easter  Sunday, 1935 meeting of the Progressives. 

Readers of t h i e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  it 

i s  a t r a n e c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and tha t  the  interviewer,  na r ra to r  

and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve the  informal, conversat ional  a t y l e  t h a t  

i a  inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sourcee, Sangamon Sta te  University i s  



JohnFancher, December 21, 1972, Springffeld,  I l l i n o i s .  

Rex Rhodes, Interviewer. 

Q. M r .  Fanchat, could you give m e  a l i t t l e  b i t  of your background, 

your age and where you were born and so f o r t h  t o  b r ing  us up t o  date? 

A. I was born on Febmary 7, 1899. A t  t he  present  time I am approaching 

74 years of age. I was born i n  a l i t t l e  coal  mining town of Belle 

Ellen,  Alabama. I had the  misfortune t o  loose an eye a t  the e a r l y  

age of nine and I started work a t  t h e  coal mines when I was ten. 

The wagee paid then was nothing comparable t o  the wages paid  today 

because my wages then was eighty cents a day for  t e n  houra. That 's  

eight cents an hour, I worked i n  the  coal  mines f o r  approximately 

25 yeara before I eventually l e f t  them. 

Q. When d i d  you move t o  t h i s  area? 

A. I came t o  I l l i n o i s  i n  1920, j u s t  p r i o r  t o  the Herrin Massacre 

tha t  taken place i n  1921. 

Q. Did you move t o  Springfield o r  t o  Herrin? 

A. No, I was a t  Berrin. I d i d n ' t  come t o  Spr ingf ie ld  u n t i l  1931. 

Q. The Herrin Massacre would be a good s t a r t i n g  po in t ,  I think,  

for oar t a l k  about coal mining and the  union war. Do you reca l l  that?  

A Well, not too vividly ,  but some p a r t s  of it. I waa working prior 
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t o  t h e  Massacre--this was before they became on s t r ike - -a t  a coal  mine 

ca l l ed  Wasson t h a t  wae about, oh, a couple miles acrosa the  interurban 

t r a c k  from the Lester S t r i p  Mine where the  r i o t  occurred, you see. 

And the riot was the  riot which concentrated on the  Lester  S t r i p  Mine 

i n  t h a t  operat ion i n  there.  I worked around Herrin, Marion and West 

Frankfort up u n t i l  t h e  time t h a t  John Lewis ( laughter)  and I disagreed, 

m e n  I came t o  Springfield.  

Q. It was sa id  by many people t h a t  Lewh contributed a great deal  

t o  the massacre t h a t  happened down a t  Herrin, t h a t  he  was instrumental 

i n  t h i s .  Do you have any reco l l ec t ion  of how he pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  t h i s ?  

A, No, I couldn't say because a t  t h a t  time I was not c lose  enough i n  

the  miners' organizat ion i n  tha t  v i c i n i t y  t o  be able t o  make a p o s i t i v e  

statement t o  t h a t  effect. But I do know t h a t  the  union gave both 

f inanc ia l  and moral support t o  t h e  individuals  t h a t  was indicaed f o r  

psr lc te ipat ionin  t h a t  th ing a f t e r  i t  was s e t t l e d .  

Q. Where were you when the  f i g h t  took place  between the   cabs and the  

minera tha tamouqded  the Lester  Mine? 

A. Well, 1 wna v i a i t i n g  a t  that  time; I was not i n  Herr in a t  t h a t  

p a r t i c u l l r  time. 

Q. What was t h e  mood of t h e  coarmunity down there?  

A. The mood of the community, pr io r  t o  t h e  r i o t ,  was very v ind ic t ive  

toward the company. After t h e  roit them was more or  lear e period 

of calmness; i n  o the r  words, the people didn ' t  want t o  diascuas it. 
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They'd taken t h e  a t t i t u d e  Ehag  aa so611 as it could be forgotten,  the 

beet.  

Q. You moved t o  Spr ingf ie ld  i n  1931, you said. 

A. Yes, 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Glenn Young and the  Ku Klux Klan down there  . . . 

A. Very much. 

Q, , . . and the Shelton Boys and Birger? 

A, YEB, I worked In  t h e  mine a t  Peabody 18 with LeRoy Price--that  waa 

before he  was on the  S t a t e  Police--the two 'Phomasson boys that was 

indic ted  and convicted for the  murder of the mayor of West City,  

What wan h i s  name? I can't reca l l  it, 

Q. Joe, I forget .  . . . Adme, wasn't it? 

A. I thtnk t h a t  waa it. The two Thomaason boya--one of them waa s 

motorman and one was a t r i p  rider--was pu l l ing  coal  of f  of m e  a t  the 

t i m e  tha t  they was connected with t h e  Birger o u t f i t .  

Q. Oh, they were working aa coal miners? 

A, Working as coal miners and they wae, i n  d m r w o r d a ,  moonlighting 

I guess you would c a l l  it. (laughter)  And LcRoy Pr ice ,  before he 

went m W%th t h e  State Police, he  was working the same mines with 

us. They la ter  k i l l e d  him and dumped h ie  body i n  one of the  old mines 

i n  between Johnnon Ci ty  and Marion. 
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Q. So LeRoy, then, was acquainted with theae fellows before he became 

a S t a t e  Policeman? 

A. Absolutely, abaolutely, no question about it. 

Q. Then he and h i e  wife were k i l l e d  and they were found la ter  on. 

That was qu i t e  a etoxy. 

A. Oh, yes. O f  courae I can ' t  remember t h e  exact inc ident ,  but  the  

talk about i t  was sinae described t o  me,  you see. 

Q. Were the Shclton boys working i n  t h a t  area a t  t h e  t i m e  as coal  

minera? 

A. Not ae coal  minara. No, they were more o r  leas out i n  erne wayside 

place running what we c a l l e d  a jo in t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Glenn Young when he was down there?  

A. Yea, 

Q. Would you describe him and t e l l  what he was and what he d id?  

A, Well, if you would judge h b  by h i s  appearance, you would take 

him t o  be a very congenial type of Individual  because of his sppeaxande 

and of t h e  way he conducted himeelf publicly.  Ind i rec t ,  behlnd bhe 

scenes, he watr a d i f f e r e n t  type of Individual.  I seen him a number of 

times when he w r e  on the i n d i r e c t  type of individual  wtth two guns 

strapped on him and he didn ' t  h e a i t a t e  t o  say juat  exact ly  what he 

rneaat and what he would do. It was really a dangeroue s i t u a t i o n  

because t h e  danger waa t h e  individual  who was not involved on e i t h e r  
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s ide  of the controveray being caught i n  the  cross f i r e .  Therevs 

where the  danger was a t ,  you see. If they'd have eliminated each 

other,  it anruldn't have been BO bad, but the  aeriaus par t  wae the 

individual not involved being caught i n  between. 

Q. And tha t  happened many times, t ha t  innocent bystanders were shot 

and k i  1 led. 

A. Yraa.And I think, i f  i t 's  st i l l  there,  his  grave where he was 

buried--I know I passed It a number of times from Herrin coming t o  

J@hnaF:ofi City--after  he was buried and the  concrete vault  wae put  around 

the  side there,  you could see where somebody paaaed there  and shot 

with e i t he r  a p i s t o l  ar a r i f l e  and you could see the  indentures i n  

the  ooncr&t$ where It wae damaged, (laughter) The feud was very,very 

bitter. 

Q. Is the  vault  st i l l  down there? 

A, I don't know. I haven't been down i n  t ha t  pa r t  of the country 

ROW i n  many yeara. I don't know whether it'a s t i l l  there o r  not, 

The l a s t  time I was down there  a number of years ago i t  war s t i l l  there. 

Q. There was a story-probably jus t  folklore--that  Glenn Young 

ercnped. He was a ecab t ha t  participated i n  the Herrin Masaacre and 

he got sway, and he vowed tha t  he would c m e  back someday and get  

revenge, and he came back m d  i n  the  farm of an organizer and a 

f i gh t e r  against crime and l iquor and so on. 

A, Well, that's news t o  me. 
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Q. Did you know John Marchiando down there, or did you meet him up here? 

A. I knew him dawn there. See, at that tb ie  I was around Weat Frank- 

fort, in that area, and I knew of John over In around the Valier area, 

but I didn't pereonally meet him until I came to Springfield. 

Q. Tha par t i~ ipaa~p ldown there in the gang war--Charlke Birger and 

the Shelton Boys and the Thomaseona--were they World War 1 veterans? 

A. That I don't know. -at.was one tbbg-Z  waen't too elosely acquainted 

with. I paaaed their places. The Sheltons, I think ft was, had a 

half-way h o m e  in between West Frankfort and Johnston City on the 

weat side. It set back in a grove, and in between the highway and 

the grove there was a high fence. I was told--1 never exmined it-- 

that that fence was lined with sheet steel something like they use in 

mine shakers, you know, flat steel that they use in mine shakers to 

shake the coal. Now, the Sheltona--that was before the feud got so 

bitter--- a place at Iialfway. That was between Marion and Johnston 

City. It waa a bootleg dive as far as I was concerned. I'd been 

out there; ewrytlme I wae down at Herrin and used to drink, I'd go 

out there, You're never going t o  be treated any nker as long as 

you kcapt quiet, but I never did 6hallenge anybody. I wen out there 

to get a drink and then when I got that I moved on. I used to drink, 

but I haven't drank in yeata. 

Q. Yes, 1 understand they were juet real congenial fellows; as long 

as you didn't hove a dfapute, you were Okay with them, You moved up 

to Springfield in 1931. When did you first come in contact with John 

L. Lewis? 



John Fancher 7 

A. Well, my f i r s t  b i t t e r  experience with John Lewis goes back t o  

1917. I n  Alabama a t  a l i t t l e  place named Garnesy Coal Mine, we were 

on s t r i k e  i n  1917--an independent s t r i k e .  We d idn ' t  have any union, 

d idn ' t  belong to  a union. We were on t h i s  s t r i k e  f igh t ing  against  an 

impoaition t h a t  the  coal  company had imposed upon us where t h e  loeddra would 

[have t q  add Ed t h e i r  loads 275 more pounda for t h e  ton. !The company 

had imposed t h a t  as  a penalty f o r  t h e  impurities t h a t  was i n  a car of coal.  

Those ears there--the average--weighed about t h i r t y - f i v e  hundred pownde. 

I n  o ther  words, t h e  loader had t o  load 2275 pounds of coal  to g e t ~ p a i d  

fo r  the ton, and we were on s t r i a e  t o  remove t h a t  impoeition. 

Then the  union come i n  and organized us, and brought ue i n t o  the  

union, See, t h e  miner8 of Alabama l o s t  their strike i n  1908 and 

didn ' t  have any semblance of a union u n t i l  1917 when they be@n t o  

come i n  and they organized. We finally got t h a t  s e t t l e d  and went 

back t o  work. I don't r e c a l l  just exact ly  t h e  date ,  but  anyhow they 

became on s t r i k e  and the re  was an aibitmtar by t h e  name of Garfield,  

and the agreement waaD known as  t h e  Garfield Award which t h e  companies 

i n  Alabama never did recognize o r  ppt i n t b  e f fec t .  We came on s strike 

i n  Alabama ae a whole--the union t h a t  ia--and we was on s t r i k e  f o r  

q u i t e  a while and f i n a l l y  Lewia l e t  us down and he  old us t o  the  

wolvee, And many of us--many of the  miners of Alabama, the  natives 

of Alabama--had t o  leave the e t a t e  because w e  couldn't  ge t  work and 

we couldn- f ind  employment nowheres within t h e  a ta te .  We were 

victimized, what they callb;lackZf@trs.d and victimized because of our 

union activities. 

Q, Now when you say he l e t  you down, how did  he l e t  you down, John? 

A. He ca l l ed  t h e  s t r i k e  off and left ua. We had been evicted from the  
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company property, the  company houses, and many of us were l i v i n g  i n  

tents back on p r i v a t e  property. He  ca l l ed  the s t r i k e  off and l e f t  

us out there9desperate, i n  t h a t  condition. My b i t t e r n e s s  against  

Lewis s t a r t e d  back i n  t ha t  period of time. It continued u n t i l  i n  

the  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  1920's when I was a t  West Frankfort and he  revoked 

our sub-d ie t r i c t  cha r te r  and s e t  up a provisional  type of government 

which was the  beginning of h ia  breaking up of the  miners union i n  

Illinois. Because of my opposition t o  him e a t a b l i a h h g  a provisional  

government fn our s u b e d i s t r i c t  and taking a d e f i n i t e  pos i t ion  against 

Lewis, I was throwed out of the  miner@ union for  99 years down there-- 

t h a t  i a  United Mine Workers. 

There was a move throughout I l l i n o i s  along about that: time t o  

f i g h t  Lewis known as  the  White Card. They were organized here  i n  

Springfield.  Well, a number of us who were vict ims of Lewie's tyranny, 

w e  l ined  up with the  Fishwick, o r  the  White Card f a c t i o i .  That 's 

how I came t o  Springfield because th i s  was under the  White Card 

jurisdiction here,  under the  Howard Fishwick fac t ion.  They had a 

contrac t ,  and t h e  minera a11 around here belonged t o  that faction, 

and I came t o  Springfie'ld because I could get employment here. 

After I was here  f o r  slorneUmcb I received a l e t t e r  from Lewis, o r  

from t h e  executive board i n  Indianapolis ,  saying I would have t o  come 

t o  Indianapolis  on a c e r t a i n  date--which I can ' t  recall--and atand 

t r i a l  f o r  insubordination against  t h e  i n t @ m a t i m r r l  unfon, which I had 

already been t'lsxamd A out down there fo r  99 years and which he approved. 

So I j u s t  replfed back t o  him t h a t  t h e  diatance from Indianapolis  t o  

Springfield was the  same a s  It was from Springfield t o  Indianapolis  
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and tha t  i f  he and t h e  executive board wanted t o  t r y  me, they could 

come t o  Springfield because I sure  as h e l l  wasn't going t o  Indianapolis.  

Of course, I was working here,  and we continued t o  work under t h a t  

u n t i l  an agreement was reached between t h e  two fac t ions .  Then we 

were reunited back i n t o  the mine workers before the  1932 cwrt: dispute 

on it. 

Q. What was the purpose of t h i s ?  Was it t o  give you a chance t o  get  

back i n t o  the union, or j u s t  t o  stack up more pena l t i e s  on top of you? 

A. The only object ive  t h a t  I could see was t o  t r y  to break the s p i t i t  

of an individual, i n  o ther  worda, make him aubml~aive  t o  Lewis, And 

t h a t  I won't do; I f  I've got it i n  f o r  you ox somebody e l a e  and I have 

j u s t i f i a b l e  reasons, I ' m  too dmn bullheaded t o  submit. I wars penalized, 

yes, for having kicked arauad--having t o  lervh my family, and eo forth-- 

but I d idn ' t  y te ld  t o  Lewis. 

Q. H e  wan t ry ing  t o  make an example out of you, 

A. He was trying t o  make an exanqble out of BE, absolutely. And I 

jus t  i n d i r e c t l y  t o l d  him where t o  go to .  I n  the l e t t e r  I didn ' t  

mention any worde but t o l d  him where t o  go t o ,  

p. And war t h i s  a personal l e t t e r  from him? 

A. It war a regular personal l e t t e r  signed by hlm, as  d i rec ted  by t h e  

executive board which he run, I d idn ' t  hesitate about it because 

I ' m  j u s t  too independent, that% a l l ,  

Q. Where was t h i s  I n  Alabama where you f i r s t  came i n  contact wlth Lewis? 
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A. It wae i n  Garnaey. G-A-R-N-S-E-Y, That's about 35 miles south 

of Bfrmlnlgham i n  what i a  known as (inaudible) coal f i e lds .  

Q. When dtd you come i n  contact with M r .  Lewis a f t e r  you moved up 

here? 

A. It was a f t e r  we had been re-united i n  t he  United Mfne Workers, The 

miners of I l l i n o i s  had previously voted twice t o  turn down the  contract 

which had been submitted t o  them f o r  a vote. The th i rd  tame there  waa 

people s t i l l  w i n g  ice instead of coal,+when they s t o l e  our ba l l o t s  and 

took out down Sixth S t ree t  with the  ba l lo ts  i n  the  carjand Lewis was 

here and conveniently signed a contract declaring emergency existed.  

Then was when the  break waa s tar ted.  

Q. Could you describe how tha t  s tea l ing  of the ba l lo t s  happened? 

A. We had auepected tha t  something l i k e  that  was going t o  happen, so 

we had watchers. The ba l lo t s  were being counted In  the  mine workers 

building; t ha t ' e  on Monroe Street, at: Foutth and Monroe. We had watchers 

t o  watch t o  see t ha t  the  ba l l o t s  was properly counted and no skull-  

duggery was used. Thoae fellows who were counting the ba l lo t s  of the 

Lewis vote, when they taken the  b a l l o t s  aut of the  vaul t  t ha t  morning, 

Enstead of going up the  s t a i r s  they c m e  wt and came through the alley--  

tha t  a l l ey  i s  between Monroe and Capitol, and mna eas t  and west--and 

a ca r  pl&ckcad them up right: a t  the a l ley  on Sixth Strare% and headed south. 

Our watchera were watching a l l  along i n  the area; we had watchers i n  

there. 

Q. Were the  b a l l o t s  being held i n  a vaul t  i n  a bank? 
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A. I n  the  vau l t  i n  the  basement of t h a t  miners' building.  There's 

where the b a l l o t s  were being held ,  you see, u n t i l  they waa a l l  

counted. Ins tead of them going u p s t a i r s  where the  minera' headquartere 

and everythfng was, they went out through t h e  a l l a y  and then they came 

out on Sixth  S t r e e t  r igh t  a t  t h e  al ley:  I th ink t h a t ' s  the  Leland Hotel 

beyond t h a t  a l l e y ,  There was a car  conveniently located and waiting 

f o r  them t o  s tep  r i gh t  i n  and they took out Sixth Street,and t h a t ' s  

when t h e  alarm was given. That waa the beginning of t h e  Progreseive 

Mine Workers Union because it r i l e d  up the miners of I l l i n o i s  and it  

begun, 

Then t h e  Mulkeytown march developed. I know w e  l ined up here  a t  

Elear Park one morning and organized a march. The demoarattatkm Was 

not intended t o  be abusive or  anything of t h a t  izature; it wasto show 

t h e  miners i n  Franklin County t ha t  we were organized s o l i d  here againet 

tha t  kind of business. W e  were delayed a few times on route befooe 

w e  got down t o  t h a t  area,  which now I think was @on3 de l ibe ra te ly  

on the  p a r t  of the  o f f i c i a l s  i n  order t o  get  properly organized t o  

meet the  c a r a b n ;  and w e  were turned back. I expect Joe has given you 

the pic ture  of that-- the Mulkeytown march. 

Q. Yee, but I wobld just as soon hear it frorn you, too. 

A. I was i n  t h a t  march; I was i n  t h e  group. When the  f i r i n g  s t a r t e d  

I l e f t  the  car and (inaudible) was on t h e  s i d e  of the  highway was a 

bunch of weede (inaudible) and I managed t o  get  my car out of the  

caravan and want back t h i s  d i rec t ion.  I turned around r i g h t  on the  

hard road. I had a m a l l  car ,  just a l i t t l e  Chevrolet, and I turned 

it around on t h a t  highway and got back t h i s  way then. But i t ' s  just 
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a wonder t h e t  i l o t  of people d i d n ' t  ge t  k i l l e d  t ry ing  t o  get  t h e i r  

cars moved ( inaudible) .  But, the re  waa no in ten t ion  on our par t .  We 

were t o l d  here  by those--I w a s n o t i n  the  leading group here, you 

know, just a new member and taking a p a r t  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on--and w e  

were t o l d  by those who organized t h e  march, o r  caravan, t o  take no 

weapons of no kind. The only weapons w e  had was something we could 

eat becauae we knew w e w s s  going t o  be gone for a couple of days. 

When they did  t h a t ,  then t h a t  just simply ag i t a ted  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  completely. 

That was enotzgh. That 's  when we bcgan t o  fqmn the new organization. 

My l o c a l  union was Local Nrrmber 12, that  was one of the  first t h e t  

was formed and broke away from t h e  UnPted Mine Workers. 

Q. That was here  i n  town? 

A, Yes, and t h a t t $  when I began t o  take an ac t ive  p a r t ,  i n  t h i s  area 

here, againe t Lewis. 

Q. The s t o l e n  b a l l o t s  had t o  do with t h e  $5.00 wage t h a t  they were 

voting an? 

A. I was working a t  No. 59--that 's  out here'bp t h e  stock yards-and 

my wage st the time the  contrac t  had expixed was $8.05 f o r  eight 

hourr a day. I f  my memory servea me  rlght, I would have been reduced 

around $2.00 a day, a t  my wage. I ' m  not saying tha t  as a pos i t ive  

statement, but i f  my memory serve8 m e  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  what my reduction 

would have amounted to .  And the  miners of I l l i n o i s  had voted t ha t  

contrac t  down twice Fefore and this was the t h i r d  b a l l o t  they had 

taken. Lewis was i n  Spr ingf ie ld ,  conveniently located here,  t o  s ign 
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t h e  emergency contrac t  when people were a t f l l  using ice instead of 

coal  when the  b a l l o t s  were s to len .  

Q. When you aay they were w i n g  i c e  inatead of coal . . . 
A. f t  was s t i l l  i n  the  summertime, see. The weather didn ' t  demand 

emergency; you see t h e  point?  

Q. Yes. I heard a s tory-- th is  might again be fictitious--but the re  

was a time when Lewir war i n  the Leland Hotel and h i e  people had t o  

s l i p  him out i n  a laundry ca r t .  

A, (laughter) Yes, I heard tt. 

Q. War tha t  t h e  time? 

A. That I don't know. 1've heard t h a t  atory, but I don' t  know t h e  

accuracy of it. 

Q. Then the  Progressive Minere were formed ea r ly  i n  September, 1932, 

Were you down a t  Gil lesp ie  when they were formed? 

A, No, I was act ive  i n  the  l o c a l  headquartcrs~here. 

Q. What happened as soon aa the Progreaaive Miners were formed? How 

was the organizat ion e e t  up? 

A. Well, of course, it was eomething t h a t  was new and i n  t h e  beginning 

they elec ted  a temporhry pres ident ,  vice-president ,  secretary-treasurer 

t o  start t o  rnerke arrangements t o  hold a regufar elec t ion.  That 

election was held very shor t ly ;  I ' d  say around December of 1932, 
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i f  my memory servea m e  r i g h t ,  when t h a t  e l ec t ion  was held. And then 

the re  waa e lec ted  permanent o f f i c e r s  f o r  a two year period and board 

membare fior each board member d i s t r i c t .  Our board member d i l s t r i c t  here 

was M a r  F m ,  There was a d i s t r i c t  around Taylorvi l le ,  I forget 

juet  exact ly  what it was. There was another one i n  eouthern I l l i n o i s ,  

around B e l l v i l l e  and i n  through t h a t  area. Different  d i s t r i c t s  had d i f f e r e n t  

board marmber numbers. A campaign was ~ t a r t e d  t o  t r y  t o  show and t o  

convince those who were not with ua t o  jo in  with us. 

Q. How successful  was t h a t ?  

A. We didn ' t  make too much headway through here;  we did make some 

headway i n  sane of the  o t h e r s t a t e s .  Because here  it aeemed l i k e  

everytime t h a t  we t r i e d  t o  do something--particularly i n  southern 

I l l i n o i s ,  around West Frankfort and i n  through t h a t  area there-- that  

the pressure was too great. I know I went i n t o  the  Danville d i s t r i c t  

and I worked up i n  the re  for a while to t r y  t o  do something and I 

worked with a former board member of the  United Mine Workers who 

had became die i l lha ioned with them, Peter  Markelonis I th ink he was 

manned--Peter Markelonis. And Pete and I, we d i d  make some headway 

but  t h e  pressure was so great we couldn't  accomplieh anything because 

a l o t  of people doean't r e a l i z e  t h a t  w e  were not on ly  f igh t ing  the  

opera tors  and Lewis's organization--the influence of Lewis's organfzation 

i n  I l l ino i s - -bu t  we had t h e  federa l  goivernment against ua, 

I don't  know whether Joe t o l d  you -or not ,  but I would say i n  

connection with the  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  our representat ives--1 wasn't i n  

Washington a t  t h e  t h q t h e y  t o l d  me--but our representa t ives  were 

t o l d  by Madm Perkins, who was then Secretary of Labor, and General 
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Johnson, d i r e c t o r  of the  NRA--that's t h e  Natfonal Recovery Act--that 

t h e  government preferred  and would only recognize one minere union 

and t h a t  miners union was not ours, it was t h e  United Mine Workers, 

Q. So fhey f l a t  out t o l d  you? 

A, F l a t  out  t b l d  as, absolutely. Both men who wsre present  a t  t h a t  

t i m e ,  t ha t ' s  Claude Pearcy and B i l l  Keck, both are dead. But, we 

diecuased many timee how stunned they waa when two peo$ae of such high 

standing would be eo abrupt i n  t e l l i n g  them t o  get  the  h e l l  out of 

there ,  "We're not going t o  do anything with you." !Chat was what we 

were up against ;  we were up against  not only t h e  coal operators who 

were i n  conspiracy with L e w i a ,  but the re  was a conapiracy--and I'll 

say it but  I can ' t  prove i t --of  the three combinations i n  government. 

The operators,  LewlL, and c e r t a i n  indfviduals  who were i n  the government. 

So w e  wsre doomed as f a r  aa t h a t  was concerned. We t r i e d  and t r i e d  and 

tried,and that's why I t o l d  you t h e  o the r  day t h a t  this was the f i r s t  

honest e l ec t ion  the miners union had had i n  f i f t y  years. If we had 

been able  t o  get  a free and uninterupted e lec t ion  back i n  them ilejfs, 

we'd have beat Lewis. - , - 

Q. Lewia purported that t h e  coal  miner needed strong c e n t r a l  leadership 

and t h e  coal  miner could not go on h i s  own, he had t o  have a s t rong 

central f igure  leading him. 

A. Yea, t h a t  was h i s  theory. A d i c t a t o r i a l  ty ran t .  That was ~ e w i s ' e  

personal i ty ;  he waa a d i c t a t o r i a l  tyrant.  

Q. He jus t  d idn ' t  give the  coal  miner much c r e d i t .  



John Fancher 16 

A. No, he didn't f igure  t h e  coal  miner had in te l l igence  enough t o  

govern himself. 

Q. Do you think he r ea l l y  believed t h a t ?  

A. Yea, I do because he was t h e  type of individual  who if he thought 

c e r t a i n  thinga strong enough and hard enough it become a r e a l i t y  with 

him. 

Q, Well, it's a documented f a c t  t h a t  the  United Mine Workers and 

Lewia gave t h e  Democratic pa r ty  i n  excess of $500,000 contrfbution 

for t h e  1936 e lec t ion ,  It would seem tha t  this would have a great 

deal  of influence with t h e  federa l  goverment. Is there any in-  

d ica t ion  of cmtriburfdnr p r i o r  t o  the 1936 e l e c t i a n  by the  United 

Mine Workers? 

A. As far sa I know, I couldn't say. It'8 a  supposition on my par t  

t h a t  the re  was, but I dan't  prove it. 

Q, That's a l o t  of money, eapecia l ly  during t h e  Depression years. 

A, Yes. If the re  was nothing p r i o r  t o  t ha t ,  that was probably the  

repayment fo r  what they had done p r io r  t o  t h e  1936 convention. 

Q, There was a l o t  of a c t i v i t y  here I n  Springfield.  I dfd  an extensive 

eearch through the headlinee i n  the newspapers i n  1932, 1933, 1935 t o  

see what happened during t h i e  period of time, There were a lot of bombings 

i n  Spr ingf ie ld ,  a l o t  of bornbinge i n  t h e  Tslylorville area and a l o t  

of a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  southern par t  of t h e  s t a t e .  It seemed l i k e ,  

though, t h a t  they didn ' t  happen simultaneouely. It seemed like it 
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happened i n  Springfield then it would move t o  southern I l l i n o i s ,  o r  

it w d l d  move t o  Tay lo rv i l l e  and it didn' t  happen concurrently. Now 

t h i a  m i g h t  be a bad supposition, can you eee where t h i s  would be true, 

or  not? 

A. I know t ha t  the re  was a l o t  of turmoil,  a l o t  of tha t  s o r t .  It 

was t rue ,  there was a l o t  of it going on (inaudible).  

Q. Taylorvi l le  was i n  t h e  captive mine area? 

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  t i g h t .  

Q. There was what was ca l l ed  the Midland Pnact over the re ,  and t h a t  

was Taylorvi l le ,  Tovey and . . . 

A. Kincaid, and J e i s y v i l l e  and Bulp i t t  and a l l  d o n g  t h a t  Midland area. 

Q. Why was it  so hard f o r  the l rogreas ives  to get i n t o  t h i s  and f o m  

a union In  t h i s  area? 

A. They formed a union p r a c t i c a l l y  so l id ,  t h a t  is  t h e  miners of Taylorvi l le  

were p r a c t i c a l l y  s o l i d  t o  begin with i n  theprogress ives  And the  mines 

t h a t  operated i n  t h a t  area a f t e r  this was 6Efith imparted labor. And 

that war why the re  was so  much commotion down there  because t h a t  waa 

a l l ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l ,  imported labor.  The original miners of the  

Taylorvi l le  d i s t r i c t ,  o r  the  Midland, were out with t h e  Progressives, 

Q, There was a march very e a r l y  i n  the  mine war a c t i v i t y ,  I- guess maybe 

i n  September o r  October, into Taylorv i l l e  and p r e t t y  soon the  National 

Guard was called, I believe, and from t h a t  point on it waa hard t o  










































