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Mrs. Conkey Engs, Taylorville, I l l h i s ,  August 1, 1986. 

Kevin W l e y ,  Intemiaer . 

Q: M K S ,  Ihgs, would YOU please state yrmr full name? 

A: My m m ~  is Cordelia Hoover u s .  

Q: Was Hoover ymtr maiden ME? 

A: h e r  rnsmymaidennam. Grover Hcmer w s  my father. Hews a 
ccmparry man at Nuhr Nine. I w in hi& school at the t-, so that's 
how I cauld see things, as a high school girl who ' s father mrked at the 
coal mine. 

Q: lhat year did you graduate frm high 8chool? 

A: I graduated in 1932. 

Q: 1932, and that ws Taylorville J3igh School? 

A: Taylorville J4igh School. 

Q: bw did p u  c a ~  w i t h  the rime Conkey? 

A: lhat was given to trre by my brother. Rose 0 'Neil, who was an author 
of her Kewpie books, I looked like a Kewpie by the nane of Conkey. And 
because I had a top hot, so that was why he called E Conkey. 

Q: Hcw m y  people =re in yrxlr fanily? How many brothers and sisters? 

A: I have one brother dm is a lawyer in tom, he m.s a states attorney 
for ewt years. 

Q: What was his rwm? 

A: Scott Heaver. 

Q: Mat w s  your father's full name? 

A: &over Cleveland W e r .  m a h  reason people knew d trusted my 
father, as he w s  the indement coach champion for the state of Illinois. 
He is the me d m ' s  team Taylorville and Carlinville played that mmrable 
game where Taylorville after heax' that Carlimille had gotten Notre 
Dame to play in their place they c f led Umpaign and got the Xversity 
of Illinnis football team d m  here to play for Taylowille. They played 
the second half, m e w  Taylorville w beating Notre Dame. Ard that ' s 
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the first tinre that Illinois ard Notre  dart^ ever I E ~  any place. Red 
Grange said it the mst important pro football garne that has ever 
been played lxfore or since. There w r e  millions of dollars -hanged 
hands. People -re bettimg in New York, Chicago, New Orleans. I been 
all uver the country and heard people talking at the next table, men, 
about that football gamz. 

Q: Now h t  was the year that g a e  was played? 

Q: b e  WAS it played? 

A: Here at Homer Field &ere the the hospital now stands. 

Q: Now, did yrxs give the t h  ard place of your birth? Where were you 
born? 

A: I m s  born here in Taylorville. 

Q: h t  WIS the birth date? 

Q: So ymr wuld have been about nine years old when the game took place? 

A: Yes, about. 

Q: Do p rarmber it very mil? 

A: Oh, yes, I reaymber all the excitement because ve had a Cadilac 
Fayeton &h w an open top. Big back seat, there Ere t w  jump seats 
ard I mould sit on the jump seats ard have my tea parties or s a ~ ~ t h i n g  at 
the gatnes. Yes, m w e  always at  the g-s, 

Q: Tell me mxe about your father then? How did he becane a coach? 

A: He has always wanted to be a coach. then he was a yuung boy he mt 
to Christian Brothers College in St. M s .  lhey sent him down there 
when he was about ten years old, I guess because they couldn't control 
him at b. Wy'd  take him to the Mst SChOOl in the carriage and plt 
him out: the front door a d  before they had left he was out the back and 
uptown. He just msn' t getting d ~ t  he m t e d  in school because he was a 
very brwt nun. 

Q: rJow was that a Catholic school? 

A: It i a ~  a Catholic school, a1 the =re not Catholics. They 
built the Davis kistian -rial %ch L e ,  my grandmther and great- 
gradmtber hilt that in w r y  of my great-grandfather. There =re a 
lot of hers , they =re all very flamboyant. Wen my dad m s  eighteen 
he inherited over a million dollaxs. In those days that m s  quite a lot 
of mney. My mther m s  equally as walthy. So they muld go to New 
York to shows and do everything that m s  wild and wxierful and had all 
sorts of cars. 
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Q: &a he ever a coal miner? 

A: Ithen the crash cane he los t  everythug. He didn't bat an eye lash. 
Ym wmldn't hwe thought that he ever had had an-. I don't remenher 
them ever wxryLng abut it. They just said, "Oh, -11," a d  changed 
their life style, which ws really quite remarkable when people =re 
jmping out of widows in New York and c d t t i n g  suicide. T3e just said, 
''Oh, ~ 1 1 , "  and started wer . 
Q: that did he b e s t  his m y  in? 

A: I really don't haw. 

Q: &re you still living at hare then in 1929 wbm the stack m k e t  
crashed? 

A: Yes. I was still in high school. Yes, I w s  in high school. 

Q: Haw did that effect your l i f e  style? Whwe had you been living up t o  
t h a t  time? 

A: It didn't  effect my l i f e  style in the least. After the crash if I 
needed a new pair of shoes I didn't tell them. I cut out thltter cartans 
and stick in my shoe and ga on. I never told anybody. I didn't have as 
many clothes as I did have a d  mst of rq friends still had things. A 
lo t  of than did, sanve of than didn't have mything either. k t  I was 
still elected pram queen even with a l l  the not having. 

Q: Were had yrxl lived up unt i l  that time in 19291 

A: My mther and father hilt the M e 1  Reese h e .  My grandmther 
lived *re Doctor Slifer  lives next door, they owned the b l e  block. 
l h n  I grew up, with my brother, rn every day would go out d w i n  the 
whole yawd f r a n  the Kaiser. (lau&ter) 

Q: W t  does that man? 

A: lhe Germans, the Kaiser Wilhelm. b r l d  FJar One. 

Q: You m e  out playing gares? 

A: muld go att a d  play games. lk were just the tw of us and R 
wuld shoot than and just go thou& the dmle b i t  of a -, bk had 
great imagjnatims. ihen there w s  a football gam my brother m l d  go 
out and play the dmle football game all by himself. He would tell me to 
get in the stards and y e l l ,  I wuld be the cheer leader and do all the 
yells ard everything as he played the football game all by himself. 

Q: That is interesting, tell me mre about ymx childhood. 

A: k t  my childhood? 

Q: a t  things stand out in your m i d ?  W t  do you remember best? 



A: h t  do I renemher best? I rFsllemher my mother and father and how 
great they =re and haw nice my brother ws t o  me. &st brothers mren't. 
When he and al l  of his boyfrierds muld go to  the picture shaw on Saturday 
afternoon I was alway~ taken. Now he didn't object to  it, it m s  just 
one of those things and a l l  the boys took care of re. But they m l d n ' t  
take their o m  little sisters, but they w l d  take m. 

Q: A l l  r ight ,  so in 1929 the s t o c k k t  crashed, a t  b e  did 
you rave i n  to  then? 

A: We =re in a smaller bungalow because the heat b i l l s  in  that other 
house w e  so te r r i f i c ,  sort of a California bungalaw. 

Q: Were t~as  it located? 

A: It w on Vine Street. 

Q: And you lived there through . . . 
A: We lived there and tried to  hold on to it and do what w could. 
Until after the mine w, the miners wren' t m a w  very mch and nobody 
ww, wz just lost the house. l h n  m w e d  into a hause that's just 
right across f m n  W n ' s  on the corner, it is called the Rick's house. 
It is a big tm story brick b e .  

Q: khat year did you m e  in there? 

A: I had just gotten out of college, I mt t m  years to  college, to 
mistian College down in  Columbia, Missouri, because that ~s all the 
schoding that I wanted. I ms heading for New York and the stage, that 
was where I ended up. 

Q: So, that was about in 1934 you left: college? 

A: 1933. Ran then on things kept getting brighter ard brigFter. I 
twght dam* one year and after I d d  get through w i t h  the pupils 
what the mney was e go buy food, bk had such a wonderful feeling in 
the family, = all lwed w h  other rruch and w ranted to  help. Things 
=re fun, I think I w s  very, very fortunate, 

Q: Nrrw *en your father first started w a w l d n g  in  the rrdne, which mine 
did he wxk in? 

A: He worked at Number Nine. There ws a n m  there m s  a tipple check 
l a m  Plnd they wrkd up in the tipple, checked all the coal that cames 
UP 

Q: And that m s  what he did? 

A: Ihe did that. He was takhg the place of another man dm wanted to 
wrk dowz be lw  because he wuld get mwe mney, They had three other, 
foUy other men try that job and they couldn't do it because it took a lot 
of mathemtics. They d d  have a sheet that ws abut a yard across and 
about a yard in length, about a yard square. Wen the day was aver that 
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wuld be filled with figures and my dad did that for th i r ty  years. Qle 
time he came borne and w h e w  somthing w not quite ri&t, he was 
unhappy about sanething and wrried . He w l d n '  t talk about it so v e  
just sort of prayed a d  hew that things wDuld work out. W e l l ,  finally, 
he came h one night just Trlhistling just as happy as he could, and 
braught his lxlcket in and p t  it d m  on the table. He w s  so dirty 
because my mother m l d n ' t  let him take a s k r  out in the coal mine. 
She said, "If you can get that di r ty  out there, Grover HoaYer , you can 
bring that d i r t  h o n ~  to  LIE. bk w i l l  take care of it at hame, yl3u are not 
going to take care of it out there." So she always had the bathtub ready 
for him and she almys had the coffee ready when he came in. He could 
have his cup of coffee ard then they carried the extra cup and he vent in 
the bathroam. They m l d  ta lk  a d  I guess she'd wish his back and help 
him get the stuff off.  

Well, anymy he w s  so happy that night because he said he had not d e  a 
mistake, it was the machinery in  W a g o  that had made the mistake. 'Ihe 
adding machine or samething wasn't quite right and they checked it there. 
%y b & t  he w a s  the one that m s  making mistakes but he tasn't. In 
those days they had to count all the coal cars out these and he wuld 
walk a mile. Ckze day he was there ard walked out and there w some 
in the mine. He said he didn't take anything to write d m  on and he 
said, 'You just e t . "  SO Graver walked d m  the coal car lane and a l l  
the way k k  and then v e n t  in and sat dawn and started writing. He had 
rwxmrized all the ntrmbers on the coal cars. Now those coal car numbers 
were like that, you how, they wxen't like this. He had than all d m  
and they m e  all perfect. J3e had a photographic mxmry. 

Q: bhat did he do in 1932 whe~~ the mine wars started? 

A: He w in the tipple when the urine wars started. O f  course, nobody 
wrked for a while. l ha t ' s  the night he catnit- d m  out of the tipple and 
walked in w i t h  his sheet to hard to some of the bosses in there. Ihen he 
got h e  that night w e  =re eating dinner, this is how I know of it. k 
=re eating dirmer and the telephone rang. I got up and anstared the 
phone because I was the youngest and could -r the phone. I said, 
"Daddy, somebody m t s  to talk to p." So he got up a d  m t  to the 
pbne and he said, "Sure, of course, I won't." Ahd that is all  he said. 
Lhen he got back my wther said, Well, is everything all right, Grover?" 
And he said, "Yes, honey. I just saw something at the mine tonight they 
don't =t noe to  see .I' 

A: Later on he told us, of course, not then, but later on. He said that 
there w e  three lrren when he writ in the office. He h e w  one of than and 
he said the other t m  he knew what they E r e ,  he knew that all hel l  m s  
going to break loose down here because he said they =re really thugs. 
He said they e r e  high class thugs, but he said they =re thugs. He 
said, "It looks to r r ~  l ike  they brought in same of the mafia gang to help 
break it up. Smre of the boys frm the mafia," that ' s  what he said later 
an. Om of the men lives i n  Taylorville ard sore of the people m l d n '  t 
let  their daughters date him because of the father, &ich the son couldn't 
help k t  that s what happened, Sam of than did settle i n  Taylorville 
and live here. But people sort of shied away fmn them for a long time. 



Q: Ncrw are talking about the thugs? 

A: The h g s ,  yes. They Ere strike breakers is what they =re. 

Q: I b  *re these thugs guards for Peabody or did they wxk the mine? 

A: %y w ~ e n ' t  going to  mrk in the mine, h t  they =re going to do 
=re break Progressive heads at night. Grover h e w  that samething awful 
m s  going to happen that ni&t when he mt in and saw thm and what WE 

on the table by than. They had all sorts of dynamite d waything out 
at the mine. Anybody could get hold of it one side or the other. 

Q: D i d  he ever see anyone take d y d t e ?  

A: No, he didn't. If he did, he never said anything about it. kt he 
hew srrmething d l  was going to  happen that nigjht. Ib or three 
Progressives m e  beaten really badly. 

Q: bhat ukls the rimes of the Progressives that got beaten? 

A: I don't h o w .  I can't remder. 

Q: h t  =re the naares of the thqp that he saw? 

A: He nwer told us dm they =re. He said, "Because I don't want yau 
to  get in trouble ." 
Q: Now did he go Progressive then, y~ur father? 

Q: Not in the union at  a l l ?  

A: k didn't have to be in the union. He t ~ a s  a company man and they 
didn't  belong to  a union. That's the ni&t that they blew up the Breeze 
Carrier. They did that to get the soldiers here because John L. M s '  
group m e  having an awful t h ,  the Progressives =re doing pretty wll. 
A l o t  of people in liked thein because they wren ' t  violent people. 
They m e  nice people. N m ,  my boyfriend who was Lmbert Pd-n a d  his 
father B i l l  Adamson, they e r e  nice people. His dad ws a shot put 
in the coal nmlne, one of the best, ad so his uncle. But after the 
mine wxcs they had to leave town. h e  people were asked to go back to 
work but they =en' t. They finally mt to Peoria d wrked at Allis 
Chalmers up there. But that ruined that young boy's l i f e  because when he 
got ready fox college there wasn't any money, there msn't anything. 

Q: Tell m, how many str ike breakers care into the c d t y  in 1932 and 
19331 

A: Mill, I just couldn't tell you the number. The reason they got the 
soldiers is because fran this corner up here it, that road w n ' t  there, 
but when p u  mt across a little bridge out here and hit that road . . 



Q: Towards T-amgleyville? 

A: Lmglyville road £row that comer clear to the mine an each side as 
close as they could get caxs =e parkd. There *re cars in the ditch 
because they m l d n ' t  let anybody in ard that ie why they had to blow the 
place up domtom to get troops here so they could stop a l l  this. 'Ihey 
mren't  mrking the mine at all ,  they e r e  at a standstill. 

Q: So are you saying that W blew up the Breeze b i e r  themselves? 

A: Wt is right. They b l d  it on the Progressives. Eberybody in 
tom knew that. That wsn't a big secret, ncrw maybe they thought it was 
going to be but everybody said ~ 1 1 ,  no &y did it themselves in order 
to  get the soldiers here. Ray Tanbazzi, who was the one that helped blow 
up tb bridge out here, the Midland track, he m s  a very ymmg man and it 
ruined his l i fe .  He writ to prison and he wts just as gentle, k i d ,  and 
sweet a guy as you d d  ever want to  m x t ,  It just mined his l i fe .  

Q: Naw, did yuu knuwhimpersormaly? 

A: Yes. The reason I h e w  him is he addred ny dad so. MUXI Graver 
drwe up to go to w r k  then Ray Tan ard the other Progressives, who ws 
one of the leaders, they got on his .Innning board. In k t ,  it w s  my 
boyfriend's fathex got on the other nrnning board a d  they mt t h i s  way. 
%y let dad t.hzou& and I was talking to my dad on the front porch 
swing before he died. He said, '%onkey, you how I ' k ~ ~ s  a fool that day." 
HE said, 'They could have turned on in a minute, they *re mad." 

Q: Yes, the pickets? 

A: The pickets, he said they =re mad. But he said, 'When I I n t  by 
they all cheered, they all yelled, 'Yea, Grwer,get than. ' %y =re a l l  
mad that day. I m s  a fool , I t  he said. "I never went back." 

Q: He never mt back to the lnine? 

A: No, not until after it vas safe, so he could go in  and out without 
strikers there, Fht Ray Tombazzi, I wrking compltexs at the State 
Capitol W they first started out. He C ~ I W  up to see IE and he said, 
"Are they treating yuu all +i&t?" He used to follow m a r d  every 
place a d  say, "Are they treating you all right? Because i f  they arm' t I 
w i l l  do -thing about it." He said that my Dad a the bravest mn he 
had ever krwwn, because he said that took guts. 

A: To go into mrk that day a d  he m s  the only one they l e t  in. 'key 
didn't let the bosses in. Grover ~3 there at the i d m e  all by himself 
e x e p t  Eox the night watcbnan. 

Q: Wbuld that have been in about October of 19321 

A: I believe so. It's kind of hard to sit and reamber back dates. 
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Q: Yes, but h the minie f i r s t  shut down? 

A: Yes, I remembp_r the ni&t that they bmbed Leah Reese's house. %re 
was a house on the comer on V i n e  Street a d  they =re on k lnu t .  No, I 
can't rerrvmber the street, it runs side of Harmon's grocery store. 
hyway the Reeses lived in that house on the corner. There m s  a straight 
shoot kan our house to  theirs across a big wide yard, so when the ba& 
h i t  R pt the full blast. Nm, Gilbert Large lived m x t  lm us and the 
Jones boys lived across the street frcan us. They had been on my dad 's 
football team and Noah had been on the team too. I ' m  mentioning these 
people because dxm the b a b  blasted it shook my bed. I axs sound asleep 
and I didn't h o w  h t  had happened. I jmpd up to get in the hall and 
I could hear rny ~mther say, "I can't find the door ." She was so scared 
she couldn' t find the door in her bedroom. She didn't have her bedroam 
slippers on when she carne to  the doox, *h is unheard of, she d d n ' t  
walk in her bare feet anyplace. But anyway, E met in the hall d my 
Dad c m  running out of their bedroan. He m s  pllling his pants on over 
his pajamas a d  he n s  saying, 'My God, h t  did they do, bomb Reese's 
house?" I said, "Yes, I guess, I don't W." He said, "I better go see 
if they need any help.'' So he mnt out the front door and I rushed out 
on the front porch because I m s  wrried about him. I didn't h o w  what 
was going on up there. A s  he got out in front here was Gilbert Large 
taming out of his h e ,  Noah Jones coming out of his house, the Jones 
boy. Mr. Jones across the street was cmbg out of his b e .  A l l  the 
mn wt up there together to see if they could help the Reeses. 

Q: Were any of those men Progressives that cam out of the houses? 

A: I don't hm dmther the Jones' m e  or not. 

Q: F;ho got b l d  for the bmbing of Ebeses house? 

A: Jk wm a Progressive lawyer, a d  the people that got blamed for that 
were of course John L. Lewis' boys, the strike breakers. But they thought 
if they scared m. Reese ard =axed than that way they m l d  pull back 
and d d n ' t  do anything. So the front porch was a shambles. They had 
one blast and then another one care ri@ a f t e m d s .  If he bad stepped 
out an the front porch before that second blast tent  it would have gotten 
him, but it didn't. Then after that I d d  lie i n  bed ard mder i f  
t h y  =re ping to  bmb Gilbert Larges house because by that t h e  they 
=re getting the soldiers in  tom. ?hey got than in t o m  in a hurry. 
Now my step-gr-ther had taken wer the Colonial Hotel. My aunt, Mrs. 
Ibaver, had gone south and had rented her the hotel to run. So, my 
grandmother leased it, my stey-grandmther. She had it all ful l  of the 
army officers. G i l b e r t  Large s garage up on top &re the Trinity mtor 
is  now on the W d  floor, they plt tents up there. 'Ihat 's where the 
soldiers stayed. They fixd shoiexs d m  where they washed cars. They 
fixed -s down there fbr than so that they had all the facil i t ies 
th@y d e d .  

Q: Now, do you laow where most of these militia men w r e  Ban? Did they 
c m  frm different c i t ies  in Illinois? 



A: &a they Ere all I l l h i s  N a t i d  Guard, 

Q: k s  there a &ago regbent tha t  came in, have you ever heard about 
that? 

A: h e  of the captains a s  frm Wee, one of them was frcm Peoria. 

Q: W t  =re their nams, do you h o w ?  

A: ND , I have nn idea. I should r d e r  them because I m e t  them at  the 
hotel. 

Q: That is okay, I just thought you mi@ remember. All rwt. 

A: k t  as a young girl, I thou& they =re old rrrwl but, of course, they 
really ~ren ' t .  

Q: k t  w s  the general feeling in  the camrmity? Your  father apparently 
sympathized w i t h  the Progressives. 

A: I think a lo t  of people did, althou& Grover never said anything. 
But it is because of his football days and because everybody knew whatever 
his word ms that it was true. Inrean, i f  h e d e  a bet w i t h  p h e  
w l d  do s a r e t h i q ,  he wuld do it, If he d you mney, he mld pay 
it, he was honorable. He was just l ike  John myne plays in his mxlies, 
he was that type of m. He really ms. 

Q: And how long did he stay out then, you said a couple weks before he 
wmt back? 

A: No, I don't think it ~s that long because they soon had it fixed up 
so they could get back in. 'key had people there to  let than in. 

Q: But once he w n t  back to w r k  in the mine he rmst have continued to 
sympathize with the Progressives during the next t w  or three yeaxs? 

A: I suppose he did ht he just didn't ta lk  about it. He didn't  mnt us 
m h d  up in it. 

Q: W d  he have ever helped the Progressives out a l i t t l e  b i t?  

A: I think that probably the night that he saw samething hap-, I 
have M) doubt, that he didn't tell sarre of them to stay off the street 
that ni&t, In fact as I look back and I ~s thinkbg, because I knew 
you e r e  cankg today, I was thinking that I had a date that night w i t h  
L a h r t  ard no one had any m y .  So had popcorn a d  IE sit in front 
of the fireplace and talk, sit out on the porch on the swing or whatever, 
OEbd took him b that ni&t &h WB very unusual. I always had wdered 
if he ~ ' t  afraid that Lambert mi&t  be picked up going ham ard he 
m t e d  to  t e l l  Lahrt, to  tell his dad sanrething, I don't h a w .  

Q: Mw, &at wis Lmbrt's last name again? 
























