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Mrs. Conkey Engs, Tayloxville, Illinois, August 1, 1986.

Kevin Corley, Interviewer.

Mrs., Engs, would you please state your full name?

My name is Cordelia Hoover Engs.

Was Hoover your maiden name?

Hoover was my maiden name. Grover Hoover was my father. He was a

man at Number Nine. I was in high school at the time, so that's

ompany
how I could see things, as a high school girl who's father worked at the
coal mine,
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Q: What year did you graduate from high school?
I graduated in 1932.

1932, and that was Tayloxville High School?
Taylorville High School.

How did you come with the name Conkey?
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That was given to me by my brother, Rose 0'Neil, who was an author
of her Kewpie books, I looked like a Kewpie by the name of Conkey. And
because I had a top knot, so that was why he called me Conkey.

Q: How many people were in your family? How many brothers and sisters?

A: I have one brother who is a lawyer in town, he was a states attorney
for eight years.

Q: What was his name?
A: Scott Hoover.
Q: What was your father's full name?

A: Grover Cleveland Hoover. The main reason people knew and trusted my
father, as he was the indeperdent coach champion for the state of Illinois.
He is the one who's team Taylorville and Carlinville played that memorable
game vhere Taylorville after hearing that Carlinville had gotten Notre
Dame to play in their place they called Champaign and got the University
of Illinois football team dowm here to play for Taylorville. They played
the secord half, however Taylorville was beating Notre Dame. And that's
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the first time that Illinois and Notre Dame ever met any place. Red
Grange said it was the most important pro football game that has ever
been played before or since. There were millions of dollars exchanged
hands. People were betting in New York, Chicago, New Orleans. I been
all over the country arnd heard people talking at the next table, men,
about that football game.

Now what was the year that game was played?

In 1922,

Where was it played?

Here at Hoover Field where the the hospital now stands.

Now, did you give the time and place of your birth? Where were you
m?

I was born here in Taylorville.

What was the birth date?

June 28, 1913,

So you would have been about nine years old when the game took place?
Yes, about.
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Do you remember it very well?

>

: Oh, yes, I remember all the excitement because we had a Cadilac
Fayeton which was an open top. Big back seat, there were two jump seats
and I would sit on the jump seats and have my tea parties or something at
the games. Yes, we were always at the games.

Q: Tell me more about your father then? How did he become a coach?

A: He has always wanted to be a coach., When he was a young boy he went
to (hristian Brothers College in St. Louis. They sent him down there
when he was about ten years old, I guess because they couldn't control
him at home. They'd take him to the West School in the carriage and put
him out the front door and before they had left he was out the back and
uptown. He just wasn't getting what he wanted in school because he was a
very bright man.

Q: Now was that a Catholic school?

A: It was a Catholic school, al they were not Catholics. They
built the Davis Christian Memorial ch here, my grandmother and great-
grandmother built that in memory of my great-grarndfather. There were a
lot of Hoovers, they were all very flamboyant. When my dad was eighteen
he inherited over a million dollars. In those days that was quite a lot
of money. My mother was equally as wealthy. So they would go to New
York to shows and do everything that was wild and wonderful and had all
sorts of cars.
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Q: Was he ever a coal miner?

A: Wien the crash came he lost everything. He didn't bat an eye lash.
You wouldn't have thought that he ever had had anything. I don't remember
them ever worrying about it. They just said, 'Oh, well," and changed
their life style, which was really quite remarkable when people were
jumping out of windows in New York and committing suicide. He just said,
"Oh, well," and started over.

Q: What did he invest his money in?
A: T really don't know.

Q: Were you still living at home then in 1929 when the stock market
crashed?

A: Yes. 1 was still in high school. Yes, I was in high school.

Q: How did that effect your life style? Where had you been living up to
that time?

A: It didn't effect my life style in the least. After the crash if I
needed a new pair of shoes I didn't tell them. I cut out butter cartons
and stick in my shoe and go on. I never told anybody. I didn't have as
many clothes as I did have and most of my friends still had things. A
lot of them did, some of them didn't have anything either. But I was
still elected prom queen even with all the not having.

Q: Where had you lived up until that time in 1929?

A: My mother and father built the Daniel Reese house. My grandmother
lived where Doctor Slifer lives next door, they owned the whole block.
When I grew up, with my brother, we everydaywould go out and win the
whole yard from the Kaiser. (laughter)

Q: What does that mean?

A: The Germans, the Kaiser Wilhelm., World War One.

Q: You were out playing games?

We would go out and play games. We were just the two of us and we
would shoot them and just go through the whole bit of a war. We had
great imaginations. When there was a football game my brother would go
out and play the whole football game all by hmmelf He would tell me to
get in the stands and yell. I would be the cheer leader and do all the
yells and everything as he played the football game all by himself.

Q: That is interesting, tell me more about your childhood.
A: About my childhood?

Q: What things stand ocut in your mind? What do you remember best?
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A: What do I remember best? I remember my mother and father and how
great they were and how nice my brother was to me. Most brothers weren't.
When he and all of his boyfriends would go to the picture show on Saturday
afternoon I was always taken. Now he didn't object to it, it was just
one of those things and all the boys took care of me. But they wouldn't
take their own little sisters, but they would take me.

Q: All right, so in 1929 when the stockmarket crashed, what house did
you move in to then?

A: We were in a smaller bungalow because the heat bills in that other
house were so terrific, sort of a California bungalow.

Q: Where was it located?
A: It was on Vine Street.
Q: And you lived there through

A: We lived there and tried to hold on to it and do what we could.
Until after the mine war, the miners weren't making very much and nobody
was, we just lost the house. Then we moved into a house that's just
right across from Harmon's on the corner, it is called the Rick's house.
It is a big two story brick house.

Q: What year did you move in there?

A: I had just gotten out of college, I went two years to college, to
Christian College down in Columbia, Missouri, because that was all the
schooling that I wanted. I was heading for New York and the stage, that
was where I ended up,

Q: So, that was about in 1934 you left college?

A: 1933. From then on things kept getting brighter and brighter, I
taught dancing one year and after I would get through with the pupils
what the money was we go buy food. We had such a wonderful feeling in
the family, we all loved each other much and we wanted to help. Things
were fun, I think I was very, very fortunate.

Q: Now when your father first started working in the mine, which mine
did he work in?

A: He worked at Number Nine. There was a man there was a tipple check
layman and they worked up in the tipple, checked all the coal that comes
up.

Q: And that was what he did?

A: He did that. He was taking the place of another man who wanted to
work down below because he would get more money. They had three other,
four other men try that job and they couldn't do it because it took a lot
of mathematics., They would have a sheet that was about a yard across and
about a yard in length, about a yard square. When the day was over that
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would be filled with figures and my dad did that for thirty years. One
time he came home and we knew something was not quite right, he was
unhappy about something and worried. He wouldn't talk about it so we
just sort of prayed and knew that things would work out. Well, finally,
he came home one night just whistling just as happy as he could, and
brought his bucket in and put it down on the table. He was so dirty
because my mother wouldn't let him take a shower out in the coal mine.
She said, "If you can get that dirty out there, Grover Hoover, you can
bring that dirt home to me. We will take care of it at home, you are not
going to take care of it out there." So she always had the bathtub ready
for him and she always had the coffee ready when he came in. He could
have his cup of coffee and then they carried the extra cup and he went in
the bathroom. They would talk and I guess she'd wash his back and help
him get the stuff off.

Well, anyway he was so happy that night because he said he had not made a
mistake, it was the machinery in Chicago that had made the mistake. The
adding machine or something wasn't quite right and they checked it there.
They thought he was the one that was making mistakes but he wasn't., In
those days they had to count all the coal cars cut there and he would
walk a mile. One day he was there and walked out and there was some men
in the mine. He said he didn't take anything to write down on and he
said, "You just wait." So Grover walked down the coal car lane and all
the way back and then went in and sat down and started writing. He had
memorized all the mumbers on the coal cars. Now those coal car numbers
were like that, you know, they weren't like this. He had them all down
and they were all perfect. He had a photographic memory.

Q: What did he do in 1932 when the mine wars started?

A: He was in the tipple when the mine wars started. Of course, nobody
worked for a while. That's the night he came down out of the tipple and
walked in with his sheet to hand to some of the bosses in there. When he
got home that night we were eating dinner, this is how I know of it. We
were eating dimner and the telephone rang. I got up and answered the
phone because I was the youngest ard could answer the phone. I said,
"Daddy, somebody wants to talk to you." So he got up and went to the
phone and he said, '"Sure, of course, I won't." And that is all he said.
When he got back my mother said, '"Well, is everything all right, Grover?"
And he said, ''Yes, honey. I just saw something at the mine tonight they
don't want me to see.”

Q: What was that?

A: later on he told us, of course, not then, but later on. He said that
there were three men when he went in the office. He knew one of them and
he said the other two he knew what they were, he knew that all hell was
going to break loose down here because he said they were really thugs.

He said they were high class thugs, but he said they were thugs. He
said, "It looks to me like they brought in some of the mafia gang to help
break it up. Some of the boys from the mafia," that's what he said later
on. One of the men lives in Taylorville and some of the people wouldn't
let their dau@ters date him because of the father, which the son couldn't
help but that's what happened. Some of them did settle in Taylorville
and live here. But people sort of shied away from them for a long time.
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Now you are talking about the thugs?
The thugs, yes. They were strike breakers is what they were.
Now where these thugs guards for Peabody or did they work the mine?
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They weren't going to work in the mine, what they were going to do
were break Progressive heads at night. Grover knew that something awful
was going to happen that night when he went in and saw them and what was
on the table by them, They had all sorts of dynamite and everything out
at the mine. Anybody could get hold of it one side or the other.

Q: Did he ever see anyone take dynamite?

A: No, he didn't, If he did, he never said anything about it. But he
knew something awful was going to happen that night. Two or three
Progressives were beaten really badly.

Q: What was the names of the Progressives that got beaten?

I don't know., I can't remember.

bhat were the names of the thugs that he saw?

He never told us who they were. He said, 'Because I don't want you
get in trouble."

Now did he go Progressive then, your father?
No, my father was a company man.
Not in the union at all?
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He didn't have to be in the union. He was a company man and they
dldnt belong to a union. That's the night that they blew up the Breeze
Courier. They did that to get the soldiers here because John L. Lewis"
group were having an awful time, the Progressives were doing pretty well,
A lot of people in town liked them because they weren't violent people.
They were nice people. Now, my boyfriend who was Lambert Adamson and his
father was Bill Adamson, they were nice people. His dad was a shot put

in the coal mine, one of the best, and so was his uncle. But after the
mine wars theyhad to leave towmn. Some people were asked to go back to
work but they weren't. They finally went to Peoria and worked at Allis
Chalmers up there. But that ruined that young boy's life because when he
got ready for college there wasn't any money, there wasn't anything.

Q: Tell me, how many strike breakers came into the commmity in 1932 and
19332

A: Well, I just couldn't tell you the number. The reason they got the
soldiers is because from this corner up here it, that road wasn't there,
but vhen you went across a little bridge out here and hit that road
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Q: Towards Langleyville?

A: Langlyville road from that corner clear to the mine on each side as
close as they could get cars were parked. There were cars in the ditch
because they wouldn't let anybody in and that is why they had to blow the
place up downtown to get troops here so they could stop all this. They
weren't working the mine at all, they were at a standstill.

Q: So are you saying that UMW blew up the Breeze Courier themselves?

A: That is right., They blamed it on the Progressives. Everybody in
town knew that. That wasn't a big secret, now maybe they thought it was
going to be but everybody said well, no they did it themselves in order
to get the soldiers here. Ray Tombazzi, who was the one that helped blow
up the bridge out here, the Midland track, he was a very young man and it
ruined his life. He went to prison and he was just as gentle, kind, and
sweet a guy as you would ever want to meet., It just ruined his life.

Q: Now, did you know him persomnaly?

A: Yes, The reason I knew him is he admired my dad so. When Grover
drove up to go to work then Ray Tom and the other Progressives, who was
one of the leaders, they got on his ruming board. In fact, it was my
boyfriend's father got on the other running board and they went this way.
They let my dad through and I was talking to my dad on the front porch
swing before he died. He said, "Conkey, you lknow I was a fool that day."
He said, "They could have turned on me in a minute, they were mad."

Q: Yes, the pickets?

A: The pickets, he said they were mad. But he said, '"When I went by
they all cheered, they all yelled, 'Yea, Grover,get them,' They were all
mad that day. I was a fool," he said. "I never went back."

Q: He never went back to the mine?

A: No, not until after it was safe, so he could go in and out without
strikers there. But Ray Tombazzi, I was working computers at the State
Capitol when they first started out., He came up to see me and he said,
"Are they treating you all right?" He used to follow me around every
place and say, 'Are they treating you all right? Because if they aren't I
will do something about it." He said that my Dad was the bravest man he
had ever known, because he said that took guts.

Q: To go in to work?

A: To go into work that day and he was the only one they let in. They
didn't let the bosses in. Grover was there at the mine all by himself
except for the night watchman.

Q: Would that have been in about October of 19327

A: I believe so. It's kind of hard to sit and remember back dates.
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Q: Yes, but when the mine first shut down?

A: Yes, I remember the night that they bombed Leah Reese's house. There
was a house on the corner on Vine Street and they were on Walmut. No, I
can't remember the street, it runs side of Harmon's grocery store.
Anyway the Reeses lived in that house on the corner. There was a straight
shoot fram our house to theirs across a big wide yard, so when the bomb
hit we got the full blast. Now, Gilbert Large lived next to us and the
Jones boys lived across the street from us., They had been on my dad's
football team and Noah had been on the team too. I'm mentioning these
people because when the bomb blasted it shook my bed. I was sound asleep
and I didn't know what had happened. I jumped up to get in the hall and
I could hear my mother say, "I can't find the door." She was so scared
she couldn't find the door in her bedroom. She didn't have her bedroom
slippers on when she came to the door, which is unheard of, she wouldn't
walk in her bare feet anyplace. But anyway, we met in the hall and my
Dad came running out of their bedroom. He was pulling his pants on over
his pajamas and he was saying, "My God, what did they do, bomb Reese's
house?" I said, '"Yes, I guess. I don't know." He said, "I better go see
if they need any help.' So he went out the front door and I rushed out
on the front porch because I was worried about him. I didn't know what
was going on up there. As he got out in front here was Gilbert Large
coming out of his house, Noah Jones coming out of his house, the Jones
boy. Mr. Jones across the street was coming out of his house. All the
men went up there together to see if they could help the Reeses.

Q: Where any of those men Progressives that came out of the houses?
A: I don't know whether the Jones' were or not.
Q: Who got blamed for the bombing of Reeses house?

A: He was a Progressive lawyer, and the people that got blamed for that
were of course John L. Lewis' boys, the strike breakers. But they thought
if they scared Mr. Reese and scared them that way they would pull back
and wouldn't do anything. So the front porch was a shambles. They had
one blast and then another one came right afterwards. If he had stepped
out on the front porch before that second blast went it would have gotten
him, but it didn't. Then after that I would lie in bed and wonder if
they were going to bomb Gilbert Larges house because by that time they
were getting the soldiers in town. They got them in town in a hurry.

Now my step-grandmother had taken over the Colonial Hotel. My aunt, Mrs.
Hoover, had gone south and had rented her the hotel to run. So, my
grardmother leased it, my step-grandmother. She had it all full of the
army officers. Gilbert Large's garage up on top where the Trinity Motor
is now on the third floor, they put tents up there. That's where the
soldiers stayed. They fixed showers down where they washed cars. They
fixed showers down there for them so that they had all the facilities
they needed.

Q: Now, do you know where most of these militia men were from? Did they
come from different cities in Illinois?
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A: Yes they were all Illinois National Guard.

Q: Was there a Chicago regiment that came in, have you ever heard about
that?

A: One of the captains was from Chicago, one of them was from Peoria.
Q: What were their names, do you know?

A: No, I have no idea. I should remember them because I met them at the
hotel.

Q: That is okay, I just thought you might remember. All right,

A:; But as a young girl, I thought they were old men but, of course, they
really weren't.

Q: What was the general feeling in the commmity? Your father apparently
sympathized with the Progressives.

A: I think a lot of people did, although Grover never said anything.

But it is because of his football days and because everybody knew whatever
his word was that it was true. I mean, if he made a bet with you he
would do something, he would do it. If he owed you money, he would pay
it, he was honorable. He was just like Joln Wayne plays in his movies,

he was that type of man. He really was.

Q: And how long did he stay out then, you said a couple weeks before he
went back?

A: No, I don't think it was that long because they soon had it fixed up
80 they could get back in. They had people there to let them in.

Q: But once he went back to work in the mine he must have continued to
sympathize with the Progressives during the next two or three years?

A: I suppose he did but he just didn't talk about it. He didn't want us
mixed up in it,

Q: Would he have ever helped the Progressives out a little bit?

A: I think that probably the night that he saw something happening, I
have no doubt, that he didn't tell some of them to stay off the street

that night, In fact as I look back and I was thinking, because I knew

you were coming today, I was thinking that I had a date that night with
Lambert and no one had any money. So we had popcorn and we sit in front
of the fireplace and talk, sit ocut on the porch on the swing or whatever.
Dad took him home that night which was very unusual. I always had wondered
if he wasn't afraid that Lambert might be picked up going home and he
wanted to tell Lambert, to tell his dad something, I don't know.

Q: Now, what was Lambert's last name again?





































