PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by
Marilyn Anderson for the Oral History Office, Sangamon State University,
in October 1979. Marilyn Anderson transcribed the tape and edited the
transcript. Cathy Caughlin final typed the transcript.

Tom English was born in Hamilton County, Illinois on June 4, 1903, He
has lived and worked in Hamilton and Saline Counties. Mr. English lived
on a farm when growing up, and he recounts his experiences living in a
rural area. After graduating from high school he worked for two years
in the same area. In 1929 he married Freda Irvin.. At that time he was
working at a bank in Eldorado, Illinois. He stayed at this bank for
twenty years, and then moved to McLeansboro, Illinois to organize a

new bank,

As Mr. English says in his memoir, banking has been his life. His banking
experience began in 1925. He discusses banking practices from then to the
present, as well as economic situations. His comparisons of economic
situations between the Crash and Depression to the present are interesting.
Of special interest are the banking practices he introduced into McLeansboro
when he started a new bank there.

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator, and
editor sought to preserve the informal conversational style that is
inherent in such historical courses. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted, and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Collateral: Photographs

Family Background

Farm Work

Church and Social Life

Pig Ridge Grade School

High School (1920) at Broughton and Eldorado
First Job At Bank

Teaching Job

Banking During The Great Depression
Pogstal Savings Accounts

¥ederal Deposit Imsurance Corporation (FDIC)
Banking Experiences

Charlie Birger and the Mine Wars
Prohibition

Civic Organizations: Rotary, Kiwanis
Banking in McLeansboro

Government Influence on Banking
Area Industries and Coal Mines

Visit Out West: Dakotas 1927
Organization of the New Bank
Opinion on Credit Cards

Credit Life Insurance

11 and

11

21

12

14

15

17

17

20

22

24

26

28

28




Tom English, October 7, 1979, McLeansboro, Illinois

Marilyn Anderson, Interviewer

Q. Tom, first of all I wanted to ask you when you were born,

A. June 14, 1903

Q. And where?

A. In Hamilton County, half way between Norris City and Broughton.
Q. And I assume you were born at home.

A. Yes.

Q. Can you tell me a little bit about your parents?

A. Well my father was John English and my mother was Jenny Ballinger.
Q. And what did your father do for a living?

A. Farmer.

Q. And he farmed around Norris City?

A. Right. He farmed between Norris City and Broughton, four to six
hundred acres of land part of the time,

Q. Can you tell me what their family backgrounds were?

A. Well, he came from the south side of White County. His father moved
up from the south side of White County, and he grew up in that same
territory. And my other grandfather had drifted in from Tennessee
around Shadsville. That was a town before Norris City was a town,
Before the railroads went through. [He] fell into work with my grand-
mother's father and that's where dad and mom got together. My grand-
father married old Grovie Harper's daughter Clarsie and they had mom.

Q. Your house that you grew up in, what did it look like physically?

A. Well, I was born in a little board and batten house. This was on
grandma's farm about a half a quarter from her house. Then the next
year we moved over to a place close to my other grandparent's and then
a couple of years later we moved down on Uncle Orville's place. Then
when I wag five we moved into our own home. That was the first time
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we'd ever had our own home. And it was a three room, what they called
L-type of a house. No facilities whatever you see. They had a stove,

and then Dad built a grate. It was one of the newer types that didn't
have any fireplace like the old houses did. So Dad built a grate,
twenty-four inch grate in there, and that's what we sat around for heat.
That's where we got our heat. And then we had the kitchen stove. Then
he finished the attic. He had three boys. He finished the attic into

two rooms, and I had one of them and my other two brothers had the other
one. And we went up there to sleep. There was no heat up there whatever,
and we had feather beds. Then the colder the weather got the more you
just buried yourself in those feather beds of a night. Run up when

you'd leave the grate, break away from that and run up to bed, and jump
in there. Dad would get up in the morning and build a fire in the kitchen
big range and keep the fire going all the time in the grate. Dash down
and change clothes around those things to keep from freezing. We could
pull on all of our wool clothes. You see, had to wear a lot of them in
cold weather.

Q. It must of been quite a lot of work for your mother.

A, Oh, it was. She had to take care of three growing boys and a husband
who had started out without a dime in the world and trying to get together
a farming operation. My mother never did work outside. Like some other
neighboring women did the milking and a lot of the, nearly all of the
gardening and so on. My mother never did work outside much. She had

all she could do to try to cook and wash and iron and mend clothes.
Because we wore an awful lot of patched clothes. Hardly seemed like T
never had a pair of socks with heals in them. Heals always wore out of
my socks. She had a bag hanging on a door knob and that was the sock
bag. Us boys would go and dig in that thing, try to find.a pair of socks
that the toes and heals weren't out of. That kept Mom busy. Then as

Dad began to develop a farming operation we had so many hired hands,
especially at thrashing time, hay baling time. They would at least
expect they'd all eat there at dinner. And the thrashing crews, the
machine part, about three men would stay of a night even. And Mom would
have to kill chickens and clean chickens and feed those. .Of course in
the summertime when that went on you'd generally had corn and beans and
stuff a growing in the garden, but then it's a long way from that growing
out there in the garden to putting it on the table. I have known of us
having as high as sixteen harvest people to eat at a meal and that's . . .

.+ Were these people like your neighbors? You helped them, they helped
? P \
you?

A. Right. They would form what was known as a ring, and they would
just go on each one. They'd just keep traveling on for two or three
miles radius. Of course you see at that time it would average four
houses to the mile of big families. And the men and grown boys would
run bundle wagons. All the grain, you see, had to be handled by hand.
That was long before combimes. &Early life was very primitive.
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We lived halfway between two schools, country schools. It was two miles

to each one of them either way.we go. If we went to Jennings it was two
miles or if we went to Pig Ridge it was two miles. We alse lived half-

way between two churches. It was not exactly halfway, two miles to one
church and about three miles to the other. And Dad kind of leaned to

the Baptist Church, Prespect. And Mom was of course been a born member

of the Methodist Church at Shiloh so we divided our chureh going, When

we was little kids we would go to each one of those churches about fifty/fifty.

Q. Was there one you preferred over another one?

A. Well, like I say Mom, her dad's home was a circuit rider's headquarters.
That's the old Methodist preacher that covered several; whoever he was
they called him the eircuit rider. So they were what's known as the
pillars of the Methodist Church, and Dad's folks had been Baptists.

Now he became a Methodist, but that was after, well, I was about grown

by the time Dad finally joined the Methodist Church. And in his later
life, why he was at the Methodist Church all the time. And people would
say to him, after his boys got married, "That's kind of funny your boys
are all Baptists." And he'd say, "Well they married Baptists." (laughter)
They married Baptists and all of his sons went to Baptist Church. Even
after Mom went away. That's the expression I always prefer to use instead
of died. And he married another lady. They were very active in the
Methodist Church.

Q. Do you remember, I guess they were called brush arbor meetings?

A. Yes, We had that just a mile from our house at a community center
kind of a place where there was a voting house. It was a store and
nearly always somebody would be running a store, a mile south of our
house at the next crossroads. And there was a voting house there and

a grove. There was a quarter of an acre or something 1like that I'd

say, and they would have meetings in that. That's the first Sunday
School I remember going to, when my folks bought me a little Testament.
It's still over there in that chest [points to chest in cormer of room],
a little Testament. It's on the same principle as most of the Bibles,
you know soft cover type of a Bible. Uncle Taylor Spence, 0ld Man Spence
organized that Sunday School, and they had it in the afternoons. They
had Sunday afternoon Sunday School there I remember when I was a kid.

I can remember going to Sunday School in the afternoon. And then they
had meetings there in that,. .Because that voting house was in the edge
of a bunch of trees and that made a nice place to have a brush arbor
meeting place.

Q. Was that as much social as religious? People getting together?

A. In those days the church was practically the only-social life there
was. My people never did go to parties much. During school years they'd
have debates and various things, pile suppers and so forth and so on at
school. But church and Sunday School, that's the reason that T think
population wise there was so many more people went to church than they
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do now. Because they didn't have anything else to do. Now then it's a
form of want to or a desire to go to church now, or you're not going

to go. Because you've got your home entertainment, and your TV, and
everything else to go to. Today if you're going to go to church you've
got to give it a place in your curriculum or you're not going to go. T
promised myself just nearly forty years ago now that I wouldn't let
anything keep me away from church on Sunday morning that wouldn't keep
me away from the bank on Monday morning. I made myself that promise

and that has caused me to go to church every Sunday morning. I've been
in church nearly every Sunday morning somewhere ever since then. I made
that promise to myself, I wouldn't let anything keep me away from church
that would keep me away from the bank. That was enough because it took
some terrific sickness to keep me away from the bank.

Q. Well, you said that the churches were about equal distance from
your house and so was the schools. Which school did you finally go to?

A. Pig Ridge.
Q. Pig Ridge.

A. The road was better to Jennings but it wasn't our district. We were
right square dab in the corner of Pig Ridge. Which made us just equal
to all these other gchools, but we were in Pig Ridge district. They'd
of have to been some dispensation to allowed me to go to Jennings, see,
I went over there six days, I think it was, because 1 was ailing some,
but from then on I went to Pig Ridge. Graduated from eighth grade from
Pig Ridge. I got my diploma here at MclLeansboro in the First Baptist
Church of McLeansboro. That's where they called us to give us our
eighth grade diploma.

Q. Oh, really?

A. Yes, they would call in the county graduates and have a big meeting
and give out your diplomas. That's the first time I ever saw the inside
of the First Baptist Church of McLeansboro when I got my eighth grade
diploma in 1920.

Q. When you were a kid did you come to McLeanshoro often?

A. Oh, not very often. Because up until, see I was born in 1903, and
in 1917 is the first time we owned an automobile. And up to that time
it was a big day's trip to MclLeansboro. We went out to Norris City on
an average of once a week maybe. But we come to McLeansboro no more
than two or three times a year. But it was our county seat, and it

was where our County Superintendent of Schools lived and had his office.
That's how come he called us to McLeansboro to give us our eighth grade
diplomas.

Q. Well, you went through Pig Ridge then, first through eighth grade.

A. Eighth grade,
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Q. Was that a one-room school?

A. Oh, yes, and not a very big one, It wouldn't average over, now
Jennings would get up to sixty or seventy students, but Pig Ridge wouldn't
have over twenty at the maximum. It was thinly populated going in that
direction you see, It was the next district north of Jennings, but you
run into hill country. We were just in the brow of the hill country.

It was thinly populated going to the north.

Q. When you.were in grade school was there anything that you studied
that you had more interest in than anything else?

A. Oh, yes! Mathematics, all kinds of arithmetic. That was the one
didn't cause me any trouble so I didn't have to study hard. You want
to know the other side of it. Spelling, and we called it grammar, we
call it English now. Spelling and grammar, I couldn't make it. I did,
but that's the two books I brought home with me. And then in between
was History and Geography which I didn't have any problems with.

I never had any problems with school, My problem was getting to go.

We had so much work to do at home. I'd have to come home of an evening
just quick as my last class recited. Dad had asked the teacher to send
me home as quick as T got my last class recited so that T could get
started on evening's work, feeding livestock and stuff like that.

Q. Were there ever times during the year when you had to stay home
and work?

A. Yes. They gave out little pink perfect attendance certificates if
you went a whole month and didn't miss any. Then when you got so many
of those they give you a big, nice big one about a foot square. You
know, with a seal on it and things like that. I never even did get
one of the little pink ones. I never did go to school a whole month
without being tardy or miss a day.

Q. Did it upset you that . .

A. No! No. I just wanted to go because I hated to miss school. I
didn't like to miss school, but it didn't bother me any. I didn't have
any trouble with keeping up or anything. I just didn't want to miss
the fun. Some other . . . :

Q. What kind of fun was that?

A. Well, the one that worried me the most was some other guy walking
home with a girl that I wanted to walk home with from school.  (laughter)
That worried me the most. But then playing, playing ball and things
like that was the part I could talk about.

Q. When you graduated from eighth grade.then, where did you go to high
school?
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A. Went to Broughton. When they come up here that day to get the eighth
grade diplomas, why the folks talked to Robert Wilson who was principal
of the Broughton three year high school. And they talked to him that
day and made arrangements. Nobody from our country had ever gone to
high school. None of our neighbors had ever gene to high school see.
So the folks told him that day that they was going to send me to high
school at Broughton.- See that was 1920, and we had got an automobile
then. Dad started to take me to school, the first day of school. He
was going to take me to school in the car, and either had a flat tire
or had to stop and clean spark plugs or something. Which you had to
do ever so many miles in those days. He never did get there, and I had
to finish up the trip a riding with somebody. And I walked up on the
school grounds. Boy, I was scared to death. I wanted to run.

Holly Porter was standing on -the front steps of the old Broughton school,
the one that burned down. He saw me, and he come down off the steps

and said, "Are you starting to school?" I said, "Yes." He said, "I'11
show you where you're supposed to go." And, boy, I was ready to go.

If I'd had any way to go home, 1'd have gone home right then.

Q. So you didn't know any of the other students?

A. I didn't know anybody. I didn't know anybody over there. There
wasn't anybody from our community. Then Frank Modlin decided to go.
And Ellis Hughes and Harley Varney came up here [McLeansboro]. 'Because
Ellis had a brother, a railway mail clerk brother lived here. They
come up here and roomed at his house and went to school, And then

the next year we all rode a horse to Broughton. I rode a horse back
and forth to Broughton. Then we all, Frank Modlin, Harley Varney,

and Ellis Hughes, and I all rode the horses to Broughton in our Sopho-
more year. Then after 1 graduated from Broughton I went on to Eldorado
and finished up fourth year of high school there.

Q. Well, how did you.get to Eldorado then?

A, Well, I lived down there. My folks sent me down there. Got me a
room with some people. And I would generally come home on weekends.

I'd get home some way on a weekend. Trains run then all the time on

this Shawneetown branch, and most of the time I'd get to come home on
weekends. Nine months I lived at Eldorado with a family.

Q. ©Now did your brothers do the same thing?
A. Yes. They did the same type, go to Broughton three years. One of
them came up here [McLeansboro], and one of them went to Harrisburg.

We all went to different places, but they all did it the same way.

Q. When you were in high school what did you do besides the classes.
Did you have extracurricular activities that you did?
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A. About the only one I was really interested in was athletics, of
course. I played every high school game that the high schools had,
where I went to, I guess. I don't reckon that I missed a game.

Q. What were those?

A. It was baseball the first year, was all they played. Baseball and
tennis was all Broughton had. The second year I was there, it was the
first time that the high school ever had a basketball team,. It was
outdoor of course, you see. Then we got a room downtown. And 1t wasn't
big, a little big longer and not any bigger than this living room. And
that's where we played inside some down there. Then when I went om to
Eldorado and picked up football too. 8o it was first baseball and then
baseball and basketball, and then baseball and basketball and track. I
also picked up track in. the spring down at Eldorado. I run the 220 sprint.
That's the longest run you make, that's a half a quarter of a mile 220.
That's the last sprint you make. That's the furthest you run on a full
sprint. I mean after you go for the 440, that's a quarter of a mile,

Why you don't start out running your best all the way, 220's. I also

put the shot put. My father had three boys that went through high school
and each one of them as far as is known played every game that the high
school played when he went to high school. And my father never saw a
athletic game at the high school.

Q. Why was that?

A. He just never did go. Fact of the business, he kind of resented us
taking all that time away from home. I mean he resented it a little.
He didn't exactly fight it, But he did resent a little.the amount of
time that the coaches asked us to stay and play and practice when we
ought to be at home. He needed us at home because Dad was having a
hard time., Dad didn't have a thing on earth. Like I said a while ago,
he got to the place where he owned two hundred acres of land and farmed
four hundred and forty acres besides what he owned of his own. At omne
time he was owning and farming over six hundred acres of land and doing
a heck of a good job of it too. And he had come all the way, started
out without a thing. Dad didn't have a thing on earth to start with.
He and Mom got married, he had a rope lines and things like that you see.

Q. So he really accomplished quite a bit.

A. He accomplished an awful lot, and he wasn't a very educated man
either, He had a lot of horse sense, but he wasn't too much on educa-
tion, I imagine somebody twisted his arm a little sinece I was the first
one in our community to go to high school. It's a wonder Dad would of
sent me because he thought if you could read and write and figure why
that's about all you need to do you see.

Q. Do you think your mom had the influence?
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A, Well, and my grandmother, Mom's mother, who was one of the most
outstanding women that ever [lived]. She affected my life more than
anybody. I've often said that if she had had her way about it I1'd been
a Methodist preacher. I can't keep from feeling like maybe I'd wished
I had. But I haven't had any reason to be unhappy with the profession
I did get into because I think God had a plan for me. I'm just as sure.
He does for everybody-I think. And T can just see it anywhete I look
that God had a plan for me. I think He does for everybody else also.
But he wants us, we've got to do something about it. That's my opinion.
And everything I've done has with the help that I was getting has turned
out well. I've been very fortunate.

Q. Well, in thinking back to high school were you thinking then about
the possible caresrs or jobs you would go into?

A. When I was in high school, my fourth year of high school I was taking
bookkeeping; all the bookkeeping and typing and things I' could get. The
instructor had a little bank window in the corner of the bookkeeping de-
partment at high school. And you know when we got to that section of
bookkeeping--why he had script money, made deposits, and wrote checks

and so forth and so on. I was the one that run the[bank]. T was the
cashier of that thing. So I guess that that was working. That was
working then.

And T got . out of high school and gallivanting around Broughton. That's
~ where the girls were that I'd come in contact with you know. So the
banker come along. There was a bank there then. And the banker come
along on a Sunday afternoon. And we's messing around in front of a
store. And he said what's your dad got you a doing and I said~-this
was the first day of February on Sunday--1 said, '"Nothing." There
wasn't anything going on on the farm you know then. He said, "I'll
give you a dollar a day if you come over to the bank and work the days
your dad don't need you." Oh, boy! Why if Dad had needed me I'd of
worked all night on something to get to go to the bank the next day and
make a dollar, you see. So that started my banking deal.

Q. So you worked at the window in the bank?

A. After I got into a real bank then I'm talking about,

Q. Right.

A. But I'd say that started I guess in high scheol when Mr. Dodd desig-
nated me as to be the one to act as the banker for the bookkeeping class.
That just lasted a few minutes in the class when we was in that section
of banking in our bookkeeping department. But he had that little thing

built in the cormer of the room you see where like a bank ‘teller you know.

Q. So what happened after you started working?
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A. After I started working in the bank at a dollar a day, then I got
a teacher's certificate. My next brother younger than me was getting
a teacher's certificate was the only reason I knew that I got ome.
Because that was going to make him look smarter than me, so I went and
got me a teacher's certificate too. And I could make three dollars a
day teaching schooel. 8o I taught a school, seventy dollars a month
you see. 5o that would be more than three dollars a day. That was only
six months however. No, I believe it was geven. It was seven months,
But then the next year, why I got a job in Broughton teaching seventh
and eighth grade. So I taught another school. And then T got a call
for an opening in the bank at Eldorado, and I went to work in the First
State Bank in Eldorado September 17, 1928, Then I opened this bank up
here [McLeansboro] on the first day of November 1947. That's been my
life's work,

Q. You started working in 1928, and the Depression hit in 1929. How
was that bank affected?

A. Oh, now I started in the banking business in 1925, but I've been

in it ever since 1928, The Stock Market crash came in twenty-nine. Now
in economics and in banking crashes, they hit in the big markets and

the Federal Reserve and all of those places. And it's a six months or

a year or so before [out in the country]. Now this is still the situa-
tion when the ups and downs in the market, you'll feel them later on

out in the country. The Crash hit when the bottom fell out of the

Stock Market in 1929, But things they just kept getting worse, and
getting worse, and getting worse.

And in 1933, President Roosevelt was in power then. He mailed every
bank in the United States a telegram on March 4, I believe it was,
1933. '"Don't open-:till further notice." And there wasn't a bank in
the United States was allowed to open that morning. The telegram was
delivered.before nine o'clock on that morning. Every bank in the United
States got that telegram, and there wasn't a bank in the United States
open. We that were working in there, whatever money we had in our
pocket, that's all we had. We weren't allowed to take it out of our
checking accounts, you know. There was not anything went on. Then
they began to open them just as fast as they could prove that they were
financially strong enough to open up. If they hadn't the whole bank
structure would have of probably of caved in. Now we've had throughout
history we've had a lot of banking structures of private banking, and
state banking, and so forth and so on. I don't remember just how long
before our bank got opened. It wasn't so awful long, a few weeks.

Q. But it did open?

A, Yes, Just a few weeks. There was two banks in Eldorado, and each
bank was opened within a few weeks. There was three at Harrisburg.
Then you see, it was not long after that till we got Federal Deposit
Insurance. That eased the pressure on banks to where people weren't
gcared anymore. At least their bank deposit was just as good as the



































































