
PREFACE 

This  manuscript is t h e  product of a t a p e  recorded in te rv iew conducted by 
Marilyn Anderson f o r  t he  Ora l  His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  
i n  October 1979. Marilyn Anderson t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t a p e  and e d i t e d  t h e  
t r a n s c r i p t .  Cathy Caughlin f i n a l  typed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Tom English was born i n  Hamilton County, I l l i n o i s  on June 4 ,  1903. H e  
has  l i v e d  and worked i n  Hamilton and S a l i n e  Counties.  M s .  English l i v e d  
on a farm when growing up, and he recounts  h i s  experiences l i v i n g  i n  a 
r u r a l  a r ea .  Af t e r  graduat ing  from high  school  he worked f o r  two yea r s  
i n  t h e  s a m e  a r ea .  I n  1929 he married Freda I r v i n .  A t  t h a t  time h e  was 
working a t  a bank i n  Eldorado, I l l i n o i s .  He s tayed  a t  t h i s  bank f o r  
twenty yea r s ,  and then moved t o  McLeansboro, I l l i n o i s  t o  organize  a 
new bank. 

A s  M r .  English says  i n  h i s  memoir, banking has  been h i s  l i f e .  H i s  banking 
experience began i n  1925. He d i scusses  banking p r a c t i c e s  from then  t o  t h e  
p re sen t ,  as w e l l  a s  economic s i t u a t i o n s .  His comparisons of ecanomic 
s i t u a t i o n s  between t h e  Crash and Depression t o  t h e  present  a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g .  
Of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  are t h e  banking p r a c t i c e s  h e  introduced i n t o  McLeansboro 
when h e  s t a r t e d  a new bank the re .  

Readers of t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r ,  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  is 
inherent  in such h i s t o r i c a l  courses .  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  i s  no t  
r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor f o r  t h e  views 
expressed therein; t he se  a r e  f o r  t h e  r eade r  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may b e  read ,  quoted, and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not  b e  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  or mechanical,  
wi thout  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Tom English,  October 7 ,  1979, McLeansboro, I l l i n o i s  

Marilyn Anderson, In te rv iewer  

Tom, f i r s t  of a l l  I wanted t o  ask you when you were born. 

June 1 4 ,  1903 

And where? 

In Hamiltan County, h a l f  way between Norr i s  C i ty  and Broughton. 

And I assume you were born a t  home. 

Yes. 

Can you tell m e  a l i t t l e  b i t  about your pa ren t s?  

Well my f a t h e r  was John English and my mother was Jenny Bal l inger .  

And what d id  your f a t h e r  do f o r  a l i v i n g ?  

Farmer. 

And h e  farmed around Nor r i s  City? 

Right.  He  farmed between Nor r i s  C i ty  and Broughton, four  t o  s i x  
hundred a c r e s  of land  p a r t  of t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Can you t e l l  me  what t h e i r  family backgrounds were? 

A. Well, he  came from t h e  south  s i d e  of White County. His f a t h e r  moved 
up from t h e  south  s i d e  of White County, and he  grew up i n  t h a t  same 
t e r r i t o r y .  And my o t h e r  grandfa ther  had d r i f t e d  i n  from Tennessee 
around Shadsvi l le .  That was a town be fo re  Norr i s  City was a town. 
Before t h e  r a i l r o a d s  went through. [He]  f e l l  i n t o  work wi th  my grand- 
mother 's f a t h e r  and t h a t ' s  where dad and mom got  toge ther .  My grand- 
f a t h e r  married o ld  Grovie Harper 's  daughter C l a r s i e  and they had mom. 

Q. Your house t h a t  you grew up in ,  what d i d  i t  look like phys i ca l ly?  

A. W e l l ,  I was  born in a l i t t l e  board and b a t t e n  house. This  was on 
grandma's farm about a h a l f  a q u a r t e r  from h e r  house. Then t h e  next  
year  w e  moved over t o  a p l ace  c l o s e  t o  my o t h e r  grandparent ' s  and then 
a couple of years  later we moved down on Uncle O r v i l l e ' s  p lace .  Then 
when I was f i v e  we moved i n t o  ou r  own home. That w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime 
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we'd ever  had our  own home. And it  was a t h r e e  room, what they c a l l e d  
L-type of a house. No f a c i l i t i e s  whatever you see .  They had a s tove ,  
and then  Dad b u i l t  a g r a t e .  It was one of t h e  newer types t h a t  d i d n ' t  
have any f i r e p l a c e  l i k e  t h e  o l d  houses d id .  So Dad b u i l t  a g r a t e ,  
twenty-four inch  g r a t e  i n  t h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  what we sat around f o r  hea t .  
Tha t ' s  where we got  our  hea t .  And then we had t h e  k i t chen  s tove .  Then 
he f i n i s h e d  t h e  a t t i c .  H e  had t h r e e  boys. H e  f i n i s h e d  t h e  a t t i c  i n t o  
two rooms, and I had one of them and my o t h e r  two b r o t h e r s  had t h e  o t h e r  
one. And we went up t h e r e  t o  s l eep .  There was no h e a t  up t h e r e  whatever,  
and we had f e a t h e r  beds. Then the  co lde r  t h e  weather got t h e  more you 
j u s t  bur ied  yourse l f  i n  those  f e a t h e r  beds of a n igh t .  Run up when 
you'd l eave  t h e  g r a t e ,  break away from t h a t  and run up t o  bed, and jump 
i n  the re .  Dad would g e t  up i n  t h e  morning and b u i l d  a f i r e  i n  t he  k i t chen  
b i g  range and keep t h e  f i r e  going a l l  t h e  t i m e  i n  t h e  g r a t e .  Dash down 
and change c l o t h e s  around those  th ings  t o  keep from f r eez ing .  We could 
p u l l  on a l l  of our  wool c l o t h e s .  You see ,  had t o  wear a l o t  of them i n  
co ld  weather.  

Q. It must of been q u i t e  a l o t  of work f o r  your mother. 

A. Oh, i t  w a s .  She had t o  t ake  c a r e  of t h r e e  growing boys and a husband 
who had s t a r t e d  out  without  a dime i n  t h e  world and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t oge the r  
a farming opera t ion .  My mother never d i d  work ou t s ide .  Like some o the r  
neighboring women d id  t h e  milking and a l o t  of t h e ,  nea r ly  a l l  of t h e  
gardening and so  on. My mother never d id  work o u t s i d e  much. She had 
a l l  she  could do t o  t r y  t o  cook and wash and i r o n  and mend c l o t h e s .  
Because w e  wore an  awful l o t  of patched c lo thes .  Hardly seemed l i k e  I 
never had a p a i r  of socks wi th  h e a l s  i n  them. Heals always wore out  of 
my socks. She had a bag hanging on a door knob and t h a t  was t h e  sock 
bag. U s  boys would go and d i g  i n  t h a t  t h ing ,  t r y  t o  f i n d  a p a i r  of socks 
t h a t  t h e  t o e s  and h e a l s  weren ' t  ou t  o f .  That kept  Mom busy. Then as 
Dad began t o  develop a farming ope ra t ion  we had so many h i r e d  hands, 
e s p e c i a l l y  a t  th ra sh ing  t i m e ,  hay ba l ing  time. They would a t  l e a s t  
expect  they 'd a l l  e a t  t h e r e  a t  d inne r .  And t h e  th ra sh ing  crews, t h e  
machine p a r t ,  about t h r e e  men would s t a y  of a n i g h t  even. And Mom would 
have t o  k i l l  chickens and c l ean  chickens and feed  those.  O f  course i n  
t h e  summertime when t h a t  went on you'd gene ra l ly  had corn and beans and 
s t u f f  a growing i n  t h e  garden, bu t  then  i t ' s  a long way from t h a t  growing 
ou t  t h e r e  i n  the  garden t o  p u t t i n g  i t  on t h e  t a b l e .  I have known of us  
having as high as s i x t e e n  ha rves t  people t o  eat a t  a meal and t h a t ' s  . . . 
Q. Were t h e s e  people l i k e  your neighbors? You helped them, they helped 
you? 

A .  Right .  They would form what w a s  known as a r i n g ,  and they  would 
j u s t  go on each one. ~ h e y ' d  j u s t  keep t r a v e l i n g  on f o r  twa o r  t h r e e  
mi l e s  r ad ius .  O f  course  you see a t  t h a t  time i t  would average fou r  
houses t o  t h e  mi le  of b i g  f ami l i e s .  And t h e  men and grown boys would 
run  bundle wagons. A l l  t h e  g r a i n ,  you see ,  had t o  be handled by hand. 
That w a s  long be fo re  combines. Ear ly  l i f e  was very  p r imi t ive .  
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We l i v e d  halfway between two schools ,  country schools .  It was two mi les  
t o  each one of them e i t h e r  way we go. I f  we went t o  Jennings i t  was two 
mi l e s  o r  i f  we went t o  P i g  Ridge it was two mi les .  We a l s o  l i v e d  ha l f -  
way between two churches. It was not  e x a c t l y  halfway, two mi l e s  t o  one 
church and about t h r e e  miles t o  t h e  o t h e r .  And Dad kind of leaned t o  
t h e  Bap t i s t  Church, Prospect .  And Mom was of course been a born member 
of t h e  Methodist Church a t  Shi loh  so  we d iv ided  our  church going. When 
w e  w a s  l i t t l e  kids we would go t o  each one of those  churches about f i f  ty/f i f t y  . 
Q. Was t h e r e  one you p re fe r r ed  over another  one? 

A .  Well, l i k e  I say  Mom, her dad's  home was a c i r c u i t  r i d e r ' s  headquar te rs .  
Tha t ' s  t h e  o ld  Methodist preacher t h a t  covered s e v e r a l ;  whoever he was 
they c a l l e d  him t h e  c i r c u i t  r i d e r .  So they w e r e  what 's  known a s  t h e  
p i l l a r s  of t h e  Methodist Church, and Dad's f o l k s  had been Bap t i s t s .  
Now he became a Methodist ,  bu t  t h a t  was a f t e r ,  w s l l ,  I w a s  about grown 
by t h e  t i m e  Dad f i n a l l y  joined t h e  Methodist Church. And i n  h i s  l a t e r  
l i f e ,  why he  was a t  t h e  Methodist  Church a l l  t h e  time. And people would 
say  t o  him, a f t e r  h i s  boys got  marr ied,  "That's kind of funny your boys 
a r e  a l l  Bapt i s t s . "  And he'd s ay ,  " W e l l  they married Bap t i s t s . "  ( l augh te r )  
They married B a p t i s t s  and a l l  of h i s  sons went t o  Bap t i s t  Church. Even 
a f t e r  Mom went away. Tha t ' s  t h e  express ion  I always p r e f e r  t o  use  in s t ead  
of d ied .  And he  married another  lady.  They were very  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
Methodist Church. 

Q. Do you remember, I guess they were c a l l e d  brush a rbo r  meetings? 

A .  Yes. W e  had t h a t  j u s t  a mi le  from our  house a t  a community c e n t e r  
kind of a p l ace  where t h e r e  was a vo t ing  house. It was a s t o r e  and 
nea r ly  always somebody wouldbe running a s t o r e ,  a mi le  south of our  
house a t  t h e  next  c ross roads .  And t h e r e  was a vo t ing  house t h e r e  and 
a grove. There was a q u a r t e r  of an  a c r e  o r  something Like t h a t  I ' d  
say,  and they  would have meetings i n  t h a t .  Tha t ' s  the f i r s t  Sunday 
School I remember going t o ,  when my f o l k s  bought m e  a l i t t l e  Testament. 
It 's s t i l l  over t h e r e  i n  t h a t  ches t  [ p o i n t s  t o  ches t  i n  corner  of room], 
a l i t t l e  Testament. It's on t h e  same p r i n c i p l e  as most of t h e  B ib l e s ,  
you know s o f t  cover type  of a Bible .  Uncle Taylor  Spence, Old Man Spence 
organized t h a t  Sunday School, and they  had it i n  t h e  a f te rnoons .  They 
had Sunday af te rnoon Sunday School t h e r e  I remember when I was a k id .  
I can remember going t o  Sunday School i n  t h e  a f te rnoon.  And then  they 
had meetings t h e r e  i n  t h a t .  Because t h a t  vo t ing  house was i n  t h e  edge 
of a bunch of t r e e s  and t h a t  made a n i c e  p l ace  t o  have a brush a rbo r  
meeting p lace .  

Q. Was t h a t  a s  much s o c i a l  as r e l i g i o u s ?  People g e t t i n g  toge ther?  

A .  In those  days t h e  church was pract ical ly  t h e  only social  l i f e  t h e r e  
was. My people never d id  go t o  p a r t i e s  much. During school  yea r s  they 'd 
have debates  and va r ious  th ings ,  p i e  suppers  and s o  f o r t h  and so on a t  
school.  But church and Sunday School,  t h a t ' s  t h e  reason t h a t  I th ink  
popula t ion  wise t h e r e  was so  many more people went t o  church than they 
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do now. Because they d i d n ' t  have anything e l s e  t o  do. Now then  i t ' s  a 
form of want t o  o r  a d e s i r e  t o  go t o  church now, o r  you ' re  not  going 
t o  go. Because ~ o u ' v e  got  your home enter ta inment ,  and your TV, and 
every th ing  e l s e  t o  go t o .  Today i f  you ' re  going t o  go t o  church you've 
got  t o  g ive  i t  a p l ace  i n  your curr iculum o r  you ' re  no t  going t o  go. I 
promised myself j u s t  nea r ly  f o r t y  y e a r s  ago now t h a t  I wouldn't  l e t  
anything keep m e  away from church on Sunday morning that wouldn't keep 
me away from t h e  bank on Monday morning. I made myself t h a t  promise 
and t h a t  has  caused m e  t o  go t o  church every Sunday morning. 1 ' ve  been 
i n  church nea r ly  every Sunday morning somewhere ever  s i n c e  then. I made 
t h a t  promise t o  myself.  I wouldn't l e t  anything keep m e  away from church 
t h a t  would keep m e  away from the  bank. That was enough because i t  took 
some t e r r i f i c  s i ckness  t o  keep me away from the bank. 

Q. Well,  you s a i d  t h a t  t h e  churches were ab0u.t: equa l  d i s t a n c e  from 
your house and so  w a s  t h e  schools .  Which school  d i d  you f i n a l l y  go to?  

A. P ig  Ridge. 

Q. P ig  Ridge. 

A. The road was b e t t e r  t o  Jennings b u t  i t  wasn ' t  our  d i s t r i c t .  W e  were 
r i g h t  squa re  dab i n  t h e  corner  of P ig  Ridge. Which made us j u s t  equal  
t o  a l l  t h e s e  o the r  s choo l s ,  b u t  we were i n  P ig  Ridge d i s t r i c t .  ~ h e y ' d  
of have t o  been some d i spensa t ion  t o  allowed m e  t o  go t o  Jennings,  s ee .  
I went over  t h e r e  s i x  days,  I t h i n k  i t  was, because I was ailing some, 
b u t  from then on I went t o  P i g  Ridge. Graduated from e igh th  grade from 
P i g  Ridge. I got  my diploma he re  a t  McLeansboro i n  t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  
Church of McLeansboro. That ' s  where they c a l l e d  us t o  g ive  us  our  
e igh th  grade diploma. 

Q. Oh, r e a l l y ?  

A. Yes, they would c a l l  i n  
and g ive  ou t  your diplomas. 
of t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church 
diploma i n  1920. 

Q. When you were a k id  d i d  

t h e  county graduates  and have a b i g  meeting 
That ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime I ever  saw t h e  i n s i d e  

of McLeansboro when I got my e igh th  grade 

you come t o  McLeansboro o f t e n ?  

A. Oh, no t  very o f t e n .  Because up u n t i l ,  s e e  I was born i n  1903, and 
i n  1917 is  t h e  f i r s t  t ime we owned an automobile. And up t o  t h a t  time 
i t  was a b i g  day's t r i p  t o  McLeansboro. We went out  t o  Norr i s  Ci ty  on 
an  average of once a week maybe. But w e  come t o  McLeansboro no more 
than two or three t i m e s  a year .  But i t  was our  county s e a t ,  and it 
w a s  where our  County Superintendent  of Schools l i v e d  and had h i s  o f f i c e .  
That's how come he  c a l l e d  us t o  McLeansboro t o  g ive  us our  e ighth  grade 
diplomas. 

Q. Well, you went: through P ig  Ridge then ,  f i r s t  through e i g h t h  grade. 

A. Eighth grade. 
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Q. Was t h a t  a one-roam school? 

A. Oh, yes ,  and n o t  a very b i g  one. It wouldn't average over, now 
Jennings would g e t  up t o  s i x t y  o r  seventy s t u d e n t s ,  but Pig  Ridge wouldn't 
have over  twenty a t  t h e  maximum. It was t h i n l y  populated going i n  t h a t  
d i r e c t i o n  you see. It was t h e  next  d i s t r i c t  no r th  of Jennings,  bu t  you 
run  i n t o  h i l l  country. We were just i n  t h e  brow of t h e  h i l l  country.  
It was t h i n l y  populated going t o  t h e  nor th .  

Q. When you were i n  grade school  was t h e r e  a n y t h h g  t h a t  you s tud ied  
t h a t  you had more i n t e r e s t  i n  than  anything e l s e ?  

A .  Oh, yes! Mathematics, a l l  k inds  of a r i t h m e t i c .  That was t h e  one 
d i d n ' t  cause m e  any t r o u b l e  s o  I d i d n ' t  have t o  study hard.  You want 
t o  know t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  i t .  Spe l l i ng ,  and we c a l l e d  it grammar, we 
call it English now. Spelling and grammar, I couldn ' t  make i t .  1 d id ,  
b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  two boqks I brought home wi th  me. And then  i n  between 
was His tory  and Geography which I d i d n ' t  have any problems with.  

I never had any problems wi th  school .  My problem was g e t t i n g  t o  go. 
W e  had so much work t o  do at home. I ' d  have t o  come home of an evening 
j u s t  quick as my l a s t  c l a s s  r e c i t e d .  Dad had asked t h e  teacher  t o  send 
m e  home a s  quick as I got my l a s t  c l a s s  r e c i t e d  so tha.t: I could g e t  
s t a r t e d  on evening 's  work, feeding  l i v e s t o c k  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Were t h e r e  eve r  t imes dur ing  t h e  year  when you had t o  s t a y  home 
and work? 

A .  Y e s .  They gave ou t  l i t t l e  pink p e r f e c t  a t tendance  c e r t i f i c a t e s  i f  
you went a whole month and d i d n ' t  m i s s  any. Then when you got so many 
of those  they give  you a b i g ,  n i c e  b i g  one about a f o o t  square.  You 
know, wi th  a s e a l  on i t  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  I never even d id  g e t  
one of t h e  l i t t l e  p ink  ones.  I never d id  go t o  school  a whole month 
without  be ing  t a r d y  o r  miss a day. 

Q. Did it upse t  you that . . . 
A. No! No. I j u s t  wanted t o  go because I ha ted  t o  m i s s  school .  I 
d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  m i s s  school ,  bu t  i t  d i d n ' t  bo ther  me any. I d i d n ' t  have 
any t r o u b l e  wi th  keeping up o r  anything.  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  want t o  m i s s  
t h e  fun. Some o t h e r  . . . 
Q. What kind of fun w a s  t h a t ?  

A .  Well, t h e  one t h a t  worried me t h e  most was some other guy walking 
home w i t h  a g i r l  t h a t  I wanted t o  walk home wi th  from eahoal .  ( l augh te r )  
That worr ied me t h e  most. But then p lay ing ,  p lay ing  b a l l  and th ings  
l i k e  t h a t  was t h e  p a r t  I could t a l k  about .  

Q. When you graduated from e i g h t h  grade then, where d id  you go t o  high 
school? 
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A. Went t o  Broughton. When they come up he re  t h a t  day t o  g e t  t h e  e i g h t h  
grade diplamas, why the  f o l k s  t a lked  t o  Robert Wilson who was p r i n c i p a l  
of t h e  Broughton t h r e e  year  high school .  And they  t a lked  t o  him t h a t  
day and made arrangements. Nobody from our  country had ever  gone t o  
high school .  None of our  neighbors  had ever  gone t o  high school  see .  
So t h e  f o l k s  t o l d  him t h a t  day t h a t  they was going t o  send me t o  high 
school  a t  Broughton. See t h a t  was 1920, and we had got  an automobile 
then.  Dad s t a r t e d  t o  t ake  m e  t o  school ,  t h e  first day of school .  He 
was going t o  t ake  me t o  school  i n  t h e  c a r ,  and e i t h e r  had a f l a t  t i r e  
o r  had t o  s t o p  and c l ean  spa rk  plugs o r  something. Which you had t o  
do ever  so many m i l e s  i n  those  days. H e  never d i d  g e t  t h e r e ,  and I had 
t o  f i n i s h  up t h e  t r i p  a r i d i n g  wi th  somebody. And I walked up on t h e  
school  grounds. Boy, I was scared  t o  dea th .  I wanted t o  run. 

Holly P o r t e r  was s tanding  on the f r o n t  s t e p s  of t h e  o l d  Broughton school ,  
t h e  one t h a t  burned down. He  s a w  me, and he  come down o f f  t h e  s t e p s  

11 and s a i d ,  Are you s t a r t i n g  t o  school?ll  T s a i d ,  "Yes." We s a i d ,  "1'11 
show you where you ' re  supposed t o  go." And, boy, I w a s  ready t o  go. 
I f  I ' d  had any way t o  go home, I ' d  have gone home r i g h t  then.  

Q. So you d idn ' t  know any of t h e  o t h e r  s tuden t s?  

A. I d i d n ' t  know anybody. I d idn ' t  know anybody over there. '  There 
wasn't  anybody from our  community. Then Frank Modlin decided t o  go. 
And E l l i s  Hughes and Harley Varney came up he re  [McLean~boro]. Because 
E l l i s  had a b ro the r ,  a ra i lway mail c l e r k  b ro the r  l i v e d  he re .  They 
come up he re  and roomed a t  his house and went t o  school .  And then  
t h e  next  year  w e  a l l  rode a ho r se  t o  Broughton. I rode a horse  back 
and f o r t h  t o  Broughton. Then we a l l ,  Frank Modlin, Harley Varney, 
and Ellis Hughes, and I a l l  rode t h e  ho r ses  t o  Broughton i n  our  Sopho- 
more year .  Then a f t e r  I graduated from Broughton I went on t o  Eldorado 
and f i n i s h e d  up fou r th  year of high school  t h e r e .  

Q. W e l l ,  how d id  you g e t  t o  Eldorado then? 

A. Well, I l i v e d  down t h e r e .  My f o l k s  s e n t  m e  down t h e r e .  Got m e  a 
room w i t h  some people. And I would gene ra l ly  come+home on weekends. 
I ' d  ge t  home some way on a weekend. Tra ins  run  then a l l  t h e  t ime on 
t h i s  Shawneetown branch, and most of t h e  t i m e  I ' d  get t o  come home on 
weekends. Nine months I lived a t  Eldorado w i t h  a family.  

Q. Now d id  your b r o t h e r s  do t h e  same thing? 

A. Yes. They d i d  t h e  same type,  go t o  Broughton t h r e e  years .  One of 
them came up here [McLeansboro], and one of them went t o  Harr isburg.  
W e  a l l  went t o  d i f f e r e n t  p l aces ,  b u t  they  a l l  d i d  i t  t h e  same way. 

Q. When you were i n  high school  what d id  you do bes ides  t h e  c l a s s e s .  
Did you have e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  you did? 
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A.  About t h e  only  one I was r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  was a t h l e t i c s ,  o f  
course.  I played every high school  game t h a t  t h e  h igh  schools  had, 
where I went t o ,  I guess. I don ' t  reckon t h a t  I missed a game. 

Q. What were those?  

A .  It was b a s e b a l l  the f i r s t  yea r ,  was a l l  they  played. Basebal l  and 
t e n n i s  was a l l  Broughton had. The second year  I was t h e r e ,  i t  was t h e  
f f r s t  time t h a t  t h e  h igh  school  eve r  had a b a s k e t b a l l  team. It was 
outdoor of course ,  you see. Then we got  a room downtown. And i t  wasn't  
b i g ,  a l i t t l e  b i g  longer  and no t  any b igger  than  t h i s  l i v i n g  room. And 
t h a t ' s  where we played i n s i d e  some down t h e r e .  Then when I went aa t o  
Eldorado and picked up f o o t b a l l  too.  So i t  was f i r s t  b a s e b a l l  and then 
b a s e b a l l  and b a s k e t b a l l ,  and then  b a s e b a l l  and b a s k e t b a l l  and track. I 
a l s o  picked up t r a c k  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  down a t  Eldorado. I run  t h e  220 s p r i n t .  
That ' s  t h e  longes t  run  you make, t h a t ' s  a h a l f  a q u a r t e r  of a mi le  220. 
That ' s  t h e  last s p r i n t  you make. That ' s  t h e  f u r t h e s t  you run on a f u l l  
s p r i n t .  I mean a f t e r  you go f o r  t h e  440, t h a t ' s  a q u a r t e r  of a m i l e .  
Why you don ' t  start ou t  running your b e s t  a l l  t h e  way, 220's.  I a l s o  
put  t h e  sho t  pu t .  My f a t h e r  had t h r e e  boys t h a t  went through h igh  school  
and each one of them a s  f a r  as is  known played every game t h a t  t h e  h igh  
school  played when he  went t o  high school .  And my f a t h e r  never saw a 
a t h l e t i c  game a t  t h e  h igh  school .  

Q. Why was t h a t ?  

A. He j u s t  never d i d  go. Fact  of t h e  bus iness ,  he kind of r e sen ted  us  
t ak ing  a l l  t h a t  t i m e  away from home. I mean he  r e sen ted  i t  a l i t t l e .  
He d i d n ' t  exac t ly  f i g h t  it. But he d i d  r e s e n t  a l i t t l e  t h e  amount of 
t i m e  t h a t  t h e  coaches asked us  t o  s t a y  and p lay  and p r a c t i c e  when we 
ought t o  be a t  home. He needed us a t  home because Dad was having a 
hard t i m e .  Dad d i d n ' t  have a th ing  on e a r t h .  L ike  I s a i d  a whi le  ago, 
he got  t o  t h e  p l ace  where he owned two hundred a c r e s  of land and farmed 
fou r  hundred and f o r t y  a c r e s  bes ides  what he  owned of h i s  own. A t  one 
t i m e  he was owning and farming over s i x  hundred acres of land and doing 
a heck of a good job of i t  too.  And he  had come a l l  t h e  way, s t a r t e d  
ou t  without  a th ing .  Dad d i d n ' t  have a t h i n g  on e a r t h  t o  start wi th .  
H e  and Mom got  marr ied,  he had a rope l i n e s  and th ings  like t h a t  you see .  

Q. So he  r e a l l y  accomplished q u i t e  a b i t .  

A. He accomplished an awful l o t ,  and he wasn't  a very educated man 
e i t h e r .  H e  had a l o t  of horse sense ,  bu t  he wasn't  too  much on eduea- 
t i o n .  I imagine somebody tw i s t ed  h i s  a r m  a l i t t l e  s i n c e  I w a s  t he  first 
one i n  our  community to go t o  high school .  It 's a wonder Dad would of 
s e n t  me because he thought i f  you could read and write and f i g u r e  why 
t h a t ' s  about a l l  you need t o  do you see .  

Q. DO you t h i n k  your mom had t h e  inf luence?  
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A. Well, and my grandmother, Mom's mother, who was one of t h e  most 
ou ts tanding  women t h a t  ever  [ l i v e d ] .  She a f f e c t e d  my l i f e  more than  
anybody. I 've o f t e n  s a i d  t h a t  i f  she had had h e r  way about i t  I ' d  been 
a Methodist preacher .  I c a n ' t  keep from f e e l i n g  like maybe I ' d  wished 
I had. But I haven ' t  had any reason t o  be unhappy wi th  t h e  profess ion  
I d id  g e t  i n t o  because I t h i n k  God had a p lan  f o r  me. I ' m  j u s t  as su re .  
He does f o r  everybody.1 th ink .  And I can just see i t  anywhere T look 
t h a t  God had a p lan  for me.  I t h i n k  He  does f o r  everybody e l s e  a l s o .  
But he wants us ,  we've got  t o  do something about it. That ' s  my opinion.  
And everything I ' v e  done has  w i t h  t h e  help t h a t  I was g e t t i n g  has turned 
ou t  w e l l .  I 've been very  f o r t u n a t e .  

Q. Well, i n  th inking  back t o  high school  were you th ink ing  then about 
t h e  possible c a r e e r s  o r  jobs you would go i n t o ?  

A. When I w a s  i n  h igh  school ,  my f o u r t h  year  of high school  I w a s  t ak ing  
bookkeeping: a l l  t h e  bookkeeping and typing  and th ings  I could g e t .  The 
i n s t r u c t o r  had a l i t t l e  bank window i n  t h e  corner  of t h e  bookkeeping de- 
partment a t  h igh  school .  And you know when w e  got  t o  t h a t  s e c t i o n  of 
bookkeeping--why he had s c r i p t  money, made d e p o s i t s ,  and wrote checks 
and so f o r t h  and s o  on. I was the one t h a t  run  thelbank] .  I was t h e  
c a s h i e r  of t h a t  th ing .  So I guess t h a t  t h a t  was working. That was 
working then.  

And I got  out  of h igh  school  and g a l l i v a n t i n g  around Broughton. That's 
where t h e  girls were t h a t  I ' d  come i n  con tac t  w i th  you know. So t h e  
banker come along.  There was a bank t h e r e  then. And t h e  banker come 
a long  on a Sunday af te rnoon.  And we's messing around i n  f r o n t  of a 
s t o r e .  And he s a i d  what 's  your dad got  you a doing and I said-- this  
was  t h e  f i r s t  day of February on Sunday--I s a i d ,  "Nothing.'' There 
wasn't  anything going on on t h e  farm you know then.  H e  said, "I'll 
g ive  you a d o l l a r  a day i f  you come over to the bank and work the  days 
your dad don' t  need you." Oh, boy! Why i f  Dad had needed me I ' d  of 
worked a l l  night on something t o  g e t  t o  go t o  t h e  bank the next  day and 
make a d o l l a r ,  you see .  So t h a t  s t a r t e d  my banking dea l .  

Q. So you worked a t  t h e  window i n  t h e  bank? 

A. Af t e r  I got i n t o  a r e a l  bank then I ' m  t a l k i n g  about .  

Q* Right .  

A. But I'd say t h a t  s t a r t e d  I guess i n  high school  when M r .  Dodd desig- 
nated  me as  t o  be t h e  one t o  a c t  as t h e  banker f o r  t h e  bookkeeping c l a s s .  
That j u s t  lasted a f e w  minutes i n  t h e  c l a s s  when we was i n  tha t  s e c t i o n  
of banking i n  our  bookkeeping department. But he  had t h a t  l i t t l e  t h ing  
b u i l t  i n  the corner of the room you s e e  where l i k e  a bank t e l l e r  you know. 

Q. So what happened a f t e r  you s t a r t e d  working? 
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A .  After  I s t a r t e d  working i n  t h e  bank a t  a d o l l a r  a day, then I got  
a teacher 'a  c e r t i f i c a t e .  My next b ro the r  younger than m e  was g e t t i n g  
a teacher 'a  c e r t i f i c a t e  was t he  only reason I knew t h a t  I got one. 
Because t h a t  was going t o  make him look smarter than me, so I went and 
got  m e  a teacher ' s  c e r t i f i c a t e  too. And I could make t h r e e  d o l l a r s  a 
day teaching school.  So I taught a school ,  seventy d o l l a r s  a month 
you see.  So t h a t  would be more than th ree  d o l l a r s  a day. That was only 
six months however. No, I be l i eve  i t  was seven. It was seven months. 
But then the  next year ,  why I got  a job i n  Broughtan teaching seventh 
and e igh th  grade. So I taught  another  school.  And then I got a c a l l  
f o r  an opening i n  t h e  bank a t  Eldorado, and I went t o  work i n  t h e  F i r s t  
S t a t e  Bank i n  Eldorado September 17,  1928. Then 1 opened t h i s  bank up 
he re  [McLeansboro] on t h e  f i r s t  day of November 1947. That 's  been my 
l i f e ' s  work. 

Q. You s t a r t e d  working i n  1928, and t h e  Depression h i t  i n  1929. How 
was t h a t  bank a f fec ted?  

A .  Oh, now I s t a r t e d  i n  the  banking business i n  1925, but  I've been 
i n  i t  ever s ince  1928. The Stock Market c rash  came i n  twenty-nine. Now 
i n  economics and in  banking crashes ,  they h i t  i n  the  b i g  markets and 
t h e  Federal  Reserve and a l l  of those places.  And i t ' s  a s i x  months o r  
a year  o r  so  before [out i n  the  country] .  Now t h i s  is  s t i l l  the  s i tua -  
t i o n  when t h e  ups and downs i n  t h e  market, y o u ' l l  feel them l a t e r  on 
out  i n  t h e  country. The Crash h i t  when t h e  bottom f e l l  out  of t h e  
Stock Market i n  1929. But th ings  they j u s t  kept  g e t t i n g  worse, and 
g e t t i n g  worse, and g e t t i n g  worse. 

And i n  1933, Pres ident  Roosevelt was i n  power then. H e  mailed every 
bank i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  a telegram on March 4 ,  I be l i eve  i t  was, 
1933. "Don't o p e n - t i l l  f u r t h e r  not ice ."  And t h e r e  wasn't a bank i n  
the  United S t a t e s  was allowed t o  open t h a t  morning. The telegram w a s  
d e l i ~ e r e d ~ b e f o r e  n ine  o 'clock on t h a t  morning. Every bank i n  the  United 
S t a t e s  got  t h a t  telegram, and t h e r e  wasn't a bank i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  
open. We t h a t  were working i n  the re ,  whatever money we had i n  our 
pocket, t h a t ' s  a l l  we had. We weren' t  allowed t o  take it out  of our  
checking accounts,  you know. There was not  anything went on. Then 
they began t o  open them j u s t  a s  f a s t  as they could prove t h a t  they were 
f i n a n c i a l l y  s t rong  enough t o  open up. I f  they hadn't  t he  whole bank 
s t r u c t u r e  w ~ u l d  have of probably of caved i n .  Now we've had throughout 
h i s t o r y  we've had a l o t  of banking s t r u c t u r e s  of p r i v a t e  banking, and 
s t a t e  banking, and so f o r t h  and so  on. I don't  remember j u s t  how long 
before  our bank got  opened. It wasn't so awful long, a few weeks. 

Q. But i t  d i d  open? 

A. Yes, J u s t  a few weeks. There was two banks i n  Eldorado, and each 
bank was opened wi th in  a few weeks. There was t h r e e  at Harrisburg. 
Then you see, it was not  long a f t e r  t h a t  t i l l  we got  Federal  Deposit 
Insurance. That eased the  pressure  on banks t o  where people weren't  
scared anymore. A t  l e a s t  t h e i r  bank depos i t  was j u s t  a s  good as the  












































