
PREFACE 

This  manuscript is t h e  product of a t a p e  recorded in te rv iew conducted by 
Marilyn Anderson f o r  t h e  Ora l  His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  
i n  October 1979. Marilyn Anderson t r ansc r ibed  the  t ape  and e d i t e d  the 
t r a n s c r i p t ,  Cathy Caughlin f i n a l  typed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Freda I r v i n  English was born  i n  Hamilton County, I l l i n o i s  on November 26, 
1906. I n  1929 s h e  married Tom English.  Along wi th  h e r  husband s h e  has 
l i v e d  and worked i n  Hamilton and S a l i n e  Counties.  M r s .  Engl ish grew up 
i n  a r u r a l  a r e a  of Hamilton County where h e r  f a t h e r  w a s  a country school  
teacher .  She boarded away from home t o  f i n i s h  high school .  Af t e r  gradu- 
a t i o n  she  began teaching  i n  country schools ,  t ak ing  c o l l e g e  courses  i n  
summer and ex tens ion  c l a s s e s .  With t h e  Depression M r s .  English q u i t  
t eaching  and resumed h e r  c a r e e r  when World Was I1 began. 

This  memoir g ives  a f e e l i n g  f o r  what i t  was l ike  growing up i n  a r u r a l  
a r ea .  M r s .  ~ n g l i s h ' s  experiences both a s  a s tuden t  and then  as a t eache r  
i n  country schools  adds i n s i g h t  t o  t h i s  p a r t  of educat ion.  A v i v i d  p i c t u r e  
of l i f e  i n  a r u r a l  a r e a  is presented i n  t h i s  memoir. 

Readers of t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bea r  i n  mind t h a t  it is  a 
t e a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t he  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r ,  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  the informal  conve r sa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  is 
inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  courses .  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  i s  not  
r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  t h e  views 
expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  are f o r  t h e  r eade r  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be  read ,  quoted, and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may no t  be  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical,  
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Freda English,  October 7 ,  1979, McLeansboro, I l l i a a i s  

Marilyn Anderson, In te rv iewer .  

Freda, can you t e l l  me when you were born? 

November 26, 5906. 

And where were you born? 

I n  southern  p a r t ,  i n  Twigg Township, i n  Hamilton County. 

And you were born a t  home? 

A t  home, out i n  t h e  country. 

Who were your parents?  

Wheeler and Toxie I rvin .  

And what d i d  Wheeler do f o r  a l i v i n g ?  

He was a school  teacher  and a farmer;  a country school  t eache r  and 
a farmer.  

Q. Did he have any t r a i n i n g  t o  be a teacher?  

A. He had some h igh  school .  

Q. And t h a t ' s  what he  needed? 

A .  Tha t ' s  what he needed then.  And one time he went t o  Normal for six 
weeks, and T t h i n k  t h a t ' s  h i s  only a c t u a l  t eache r  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  he ever had. 

Q. How many yea r s  d i d  h e  teach? 

A .  He taught  twenty-five o r  more. I ' m  no t  r i g h t  su re ,  about t h i r t y  
yea r s ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Did you ever  have him f o r  a teacher?  

A. Y e s .  He w a s  my first t eacher .  I had him some o t h e r  years too.  I 
don ' t  remember j u s t  how many years t h a t  he was my t eache r ,  bu t  he was 
my t eache r  a f e w  times. I n  the country schools  they d i d n ' t  keep t h e  
same teacher  year. They went back and f o r t h .  

Q. Oh, I d i d n ' t  know t h a t .  I thought they kept  t h e  same one. 
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A.  No, they  d i d n ' t .  You might teach  i n  one school  one yea r ,  and then 
they'd g e t  another  t eache r  t h e  next  year .  Teachers d i d n ' t  have t enu re  
then. So he [Wheeler] taught  around i n  t h e  country,  and he taught  a t  
our  home school  p a r t  of t h e  t ime. 

Q. What was your home school? 

A .  The name of i t ?  

A. Barefoot was t h e  name of i t .  

Q. Did your mother do anything o u t s i d e  t h e  home? 

A .  Well, i f  you c a l l  working i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o u t s i d e  the home. ( laughs)  
She w a s  the f i e l d  hand when dad was i n  school ,  r e a l l y  a l o t  of t h e  t i m e .  

Q. So s h e  d id  a l o t  of t h e  farm work h e r s e l f .  

A .  Right .  She d i d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  t h e  ha rves t ing ,  shucking 
corn ,  bea t ing  out  sunflowers.  

Q. Where were t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  from? What p a r t  of t h e  country? Do 
you know? 

A. Yes, t h e i r  immediate f a m i l i e s  were l o c a l  people.  They both  l i v e d  
i n  t h a t  same neighborhood. My dad ' s  f a t h e r  and then  my mom's pa ren t s ,  
grandparents  l i v e d  i n  t h e i r  homeplace. She i n h e r i t e d  t h a t  from h e r  
great-grandfather .  

Q. And who was he? 

A .  James Twigg. Squire  James Twigg he  was c a l l e d  i n  those  days. 

Q.  Squire? 

A. Squi re  Twigg, yes .  [ I t ' s ]  i n  some of t h e  w r i t i n g s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
s o c i e t y  has .  

Q. Can you t e l l  m e  phys i ca l ly  what was your house l i k e ?  

A. Oh, i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  l o g  house belonging t o  Squi re  Twigg, and 
be fo re  i t  came i n t o  t h e i r  [Wheeler and Roxic] possess ion  i t  had been 
empty and sort of abandoned f o r  a few years .  And i t  was i n  p r e t t y  bad 
shape so  they used one room of t h e  o r i g i n a l  l o g  house. The o t h e r s  were 
moved away, and then  they added t o  t h a t  and weatherboarded so  i t  d i d n ' t  
look  l i k e  a l o g  house. But t h e  base of i t  was a l o g  house, b u i l t  i n  1846. 

Q. Around t h e  house were t h e r e  l o t s  of o t h e r  ou tbui ld ings?  
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A. There were not  a l o t .  There were some barns t h a t  had been b u i l t  
t he re .  I th ink  my dad b u i l t  a barn,  and t h e r e  were some c r i b s ,  s o r t  
of g r a i n  s t o r a g e  p l aces ,  t h a t  disappeared l a t e r .  I t h i n k  they had 
been b u i l t  many, many yea r s  before  t h a t .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  year  t h a t  t h e  house got  e l e c t r i c i t y ?  Did i t  
have e l e c t r i c i t y  when you were a c h i l d ?  

A. No, no, i t  d i d n ' t  have e l e c t r i c i t y  u n t i l ,  oh, I don' t  know what year  
i t  w a s .  It must have been i n  t h e  f o r t i e s  o r  f i f t i e s  I would guess.  I 
have no idea .  I can ' t - - i t ' s  when they  got REA [Rural E l e c t r i c  Author i ty]  
in t h a t  a r e a  so  whatever year  t h a t  was, t h a t ' s  when they got  e l e c t r i c i t y .  

Q. Whenever you t h i n k  back t o  your childhood, a r e  t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r  
t h ings  t h a t  s tand  out  i n  your memory more than  o t h e r  t h ings?  Any th ings  
t h a t  you d id  o r  you saw? 

A. Well, t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of t h ings ,  b u t  our  childhood w a s  p r e t t y  c l o s e  
t o  home. Because we d i d n ' t  even branch ou t  i n t o ,  hard ly  i n t o  o t h e r ,  
school  d i s t r i c t s ,  our  l o c a l  school  d i s t r i c t  and t h e  church, our  l o c a l  
church. I would [say] probably family reunions.  The I r v i n  family had 
l o t s  o f ,  we c a l l e d  them b i g  d inne r s ,  t o  c e l e b r a t e  Christmas and b i r t h -  
days and s p e c i a l  occasions.  And when t h e  whole I r v i n  c l a n  got  t oge the r  
f o r  family d inners  and ge t  t oge the r s ,  r e a l l y  they  were p r e t t y  s t r o n g  
on t h a t .  

Q. Where d id  they usua l ly  have those  d inners?  

A .  Where? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, you mean a t  t h e  houses? 

Q. Yes, anyone's p a r t i c u l a r  house? 

A .  Well, Grandpa I r v i n ' s  was one of t h e  main p l aces ,  and then  somebody 
nea r ly  always had a Christmas d inner  a t  one of t h e i r  houses.  I don ' t  
know how they got all t h e  family i n  them w i t h  a l l  t h e  r e l a t i v e s .  But 
we  had a Christmas d inner  a t  our  house one time when most of the--of 
course  t h e  f a m i l i e s  weren ' t  as b i g  a s  they came l a t e r  on. But then 
t h e r e  were six boys, and they a l l  had f ami l i e s .  They a l l  l i v e d  i n  
t h a t  immediate v i c i n i t y  so  usua l ly  they  a l l  came. 

Q. You s a i d  a l i t t l e  b i t  e a r l i e r  t h a t  one of t h e  s o c i a l  kinds of t h ings  
w a s  t h e  church, going t o  church. Which church d i d  you go t o ?  

A. We went t o  a Missionary B a p t i s t  Church, Hickory Bill. And i t  was a 
r e a l  o l d  church. Or ig ina l ly ,  I t h i n k  i t  was organized a t  t h i s  o l d  home, 
t h i s  Twigg home, is  where i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  organized.  And M r .  Twigg 
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b u i l t  a church, a log church, i t  was b u i l t  on h i s  proper ty  and a l s o  a 
school .  And l a t e r  on then ,  they b u i l t  a frame church i n  another  a r e a  
loca t ed  which was i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  i t  is  now. 

Q. Now I ' v e  heard people t a l k  about brush a rbo r  meetings. Did you 
ever go t o  those? 

A. I have been. 

Q. What were those l i k e ?  

A. Well, I don' t  know. J u s t  everybody i n  t h e  country would go. It was 
somewhere t o  go, they had them sometimes I n  summertime i n  t h e  neighbor- 
hood that w a s  c l o s e  enough t h a t  we could go. They never had them a t  
our  church, bu t  I have been t o  them where they would l a s t  f o r ,  oh, two 
o r  t h r e e  weeks. 

Q. Was i t  l i k e  a r e v i v a l  meeting? 

A. Oh, yes,  i t  w a s  a type  of r e v i v a l  meeting is what i t  was. 

Q. Because whenever I hea r  t h e  word, I g e t  t h i s  image of being ou t s ide  
and kind of under t h e  trees. 

A. It is.  hat's what i t  was. The one I remember going t o  was i n  t h e  
neighborhood near Uncle Obe's house. A wooded a r e a ,  i t  was i n  a woods. 
They b u i l t  a brush cover and had s e a t s  and then  they were pro tec ted .  I 
don ' t  know why they needed [ i t ]  because [ i t  was] i n  t h e  wooded a r e a ,  and 
i f  it was r a iny  they wouldn't have had it anyway. They always had i t  
at  night t ime so  they  d i d n ' t  need i t  t o  keep t h e  sun o u t ,  bu t  anyway, 
they  b u i l t  a brush s h e l t e r  s o r t  of and t h a t ' s  where they had t h e  meetings. 
I mean that's where the m i n i s t e r ,  preacher  was and they always had singers, 
s o  f o r t h ,  and seats. 

Q. Before you were t a l k i n g  about Barefoot School. That was the grade 
school  you went t o?  

A. The grade school ,  r i g h t .  

Q. How d i d  i t  g e t  t h a t  name? 

A. A s  f a r  back, I ' m  no t  su re  t h a t  anybody knew f o r  su re ,  but rumor, 
w e l l ,  my mother t o l d  us  t h a t  long  be fo re  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s o r t  of c reek  
t h a t  ran through t h a t  a r e a ,  small creek .  And somebody saw a bear  t r a c k ,  
t h e  t r a c k  of a bea r  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y ,  and they  c a l l e d  it i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of t h e  bear  foot .  Then when they b u i l t  t he  sahool  they c a l l e d  i t  Bare- 
f o o t ,  bu t  the spelling w a s  changed then t o  $-A-R-E foo t .  And then  some- 
t i m e s  i t  w a s  s a i d  they  named it  Barefoot because a l l  t h e  k ids  went bare- 
footed which they r e a l l y  d i d  i n  w a r m  weather,  except  t h e  very l a r g e s t  ones.  
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Q. Was t h i s  a one-room school? 

A .  A one-room school  wi th ,  oh, f o r t y  t o  s i x t y  pup i l s .  

Q. And one teacher?  

A. And one teacher .  ( l augh te r )  

Q. Some of t h e  th ings  I ' v e  read I g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  some of t h e  
s t u d e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  o l d e r  ones,  d i d n ' t  go year  round. They just 
went whenever they weren't  needed on t h e  farm. 

A .  That ' s  r i g h t .  Usually then they q u i t  school .  They d i d n ' t  go very 
o l d .  I mean u n t i l  they were very o l d  un le s s  they were ambitious.  The 
only ones I remember going until--and they were r e a l l y  grown, s t i l l  i n  
one room--were young people who were ambit ious t o  become a teacher  them- 
se lves .  That ' s  the only ones t h a t  I remember going except a few of t h e  
g i r l s ,  and most of them q u i t  by t h e  time--of course 1 thought they were 
grown when they were s i x t e e n ,  which they  were. But most [of them] 
d i d n ' t  go t o  school  un le s s  they were planning t o  teach  school .  

Q. When you w e r e  i n  grade school ,  was t h a t  something you were th inking  
about? 

A .  No. I don' t  t h i n k  I had any p l ans  when I was i n  grade school .  I 
don ' t  know when I planned t o  become a teacher  because t h a t  was t h e  one 
th ing ,  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I knew of t h a t  a g i r l  could do, unless you 
could g e t  a job, and being a country g i r l ,  we had no idea  of a job as 
a s e c r e t a r y  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  That w a s  a f a r  away dream f o r  some- 
body o f f  i n  t h e  city. So t h a t  t o  be a teacher t h a t  was t h e  only  t h i n g  
t h a t  we thought t h a t  a g i r l  could do out  i n  t h e  country. 

Q. So where d i d  you go t o  h igh  school  then? 

A .  Well, we went t o  Broughton which w a s  a smal l  town about t h r e e  mi les  
away then  from our  country school .  

Q. And Broughton is  where you graduated from high  school? 

A.  I went t h r e e  yea r s  t o  Broughton High School because i t  was a t h r e e  
year  school .  Then we went t o  McLeansboro, which had a four yea r  h igh  
school ,  one year  and graduated from high  school  a t  McLeansboro. 

Q. How d i d  you get  t o  McLeansboro? 

A .  Well, w e  baarded, my s i s t e r  and I. 

Q. Oh, you did? 

A. We d i d ,  r e a l l y  n o t  boarded, we d i d  l i g h t  housekeeping. We ren ted  a 
room, and we cooked our  own meals, went home on weekends on t h e  t r a i n .  
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Q. On t h e  t r a i n ?  

A. On t h e  t r a i n .  That ' s  r i g h t ,  on t h e  t r a i n  t o  go t o  Broughton. Once 
i n  a whi le  when t h e  roads  were passable  Dad would come and g e t  us .  We 
had a c a r  by then. That was our  f i r s t  c a r ,  a Model T Ford, bu t  most of 
t h e  t i m e  t h e  roads were d i r t  roads so t h a t  we could no t  [go] un le s s  they 
were r e a l  good. I mean a f t e r  a  r a i n  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  you wouldn't 
get ou t  on one. And i f  t h e  roads were r e a l  n i c e  i n  t h e  spr ingt ime,  
sometimes he  would come and g e t  us .  

Q. So you l i v e d  i n  town during t h e  week and went t o  school? 

A .  Right .  

Q. That was, I guess,  a common t h i n g  f o r  people t h a t  l i v e d  i n  t h e  country? 

A .  Y e s ,  even t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  l i v e d  even c l o s e r  than  we d id ,  much 
c l o s e r .  It was very  common f o r  them t o  have a room, g e t  a room, and do 
t h e i r  own l i g h t  housekeeping. Most of them cou ldn ' t  a f f o r d  t o  board. 
It was cheaper t o  prepare your own food. 

Q. Now t h e  h igh  school ,  is it  t h e  h igh  school  t h a t ' s  s t and ing  now? 

A .  No. I t 's  where t h e  East Side Grade School is. That was t h e  high 
school ,  t h e  o ld  p a r t ,  t h e  t h r e e  s t o r y  p a r t  of t h e  East  S ide  Grade School 
was then  t h e  h igh  school .  It was a l s o  a grade school  down below. I 
t h i n k  t h e  high school  j u s t  occupied t h e  upper f l o o r ,  and then  they had 
some classrooms maybe on t h e  second f l o o r ,  and t h e  rest of i t  w a s  grade 
school .  

Q. So i t  w a s  a l l  i n  one bu i ld ing .  

A .  Well, they had another  grade school  a l s o ,  bu t  t h a t  w a s  one of them 
i n  that  bui ld ing .  

Q. Okay, whenever you were i n  h igh  school  were t h e r e  any kind of school 
a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  you could p a r t i c i p a t e  i n?  

A. No. I would say no. I don ' t  know of anything t h a t  we  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n ,  any type  of a c t i v i t i e s .  When we went t o  Broughton t h e r e  wasn't  any. 
I n  McLeansboro, w e l l ,  t h e r e  r e a l l y  weren ' t  very much e i t h e r ,  we j u s t  
d i d n ' t .  I don ' t  know of anything t h a t  w e  d id .  

Q. So t h e r e  wasn't  too  much s o c i a l  l i f e ?  

A .  No, t h e r e  wasn't  any s o c i a l  l i f e  1 would say at a l l .  Even though 
it was s o r t  of s o c i a l  l i f e  t o  meet--when we went t o  Browghton, we got  
acquainted wi th  boys and g i r l s  t h a t  were o u t s i d e  of our  own d i s t r i c t ,  
t h a t  l i v e d  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of town ( l augh te r )  which w e  d i d n ' t  know 
before .  So it was s o r t  of a s o c i a l  t h i n g ,  and T t h i n k  we enjoyed i t .  
We made a l o t  of f r i e n d s h i p s  i n  our  t h r e e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  t h r e e  yea r  
h igh  school  yea r s  a t  Broughton. 
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Q. I wanted t o  go back and a s k  you about  i n  grade school  some of t h e  
s u b j e c t s  t h a t  you might have s t u d i e s  then  t h a t  they don ' t  t each  now. 
Were t h e r e  any? 

A. A s  I s a i d ,  I t h i n k  othography. I don ' t  know if they teach  othography 
anywhere. I ' v e  heard t h a t  they don ' t  t each  i t .  I don ' t  know what they 
teach  i n  t h e  upper grades r e a l l y  now, hu t  othography, i t  was a s tudy of 
words, r e a l l y ,  which I thought was very  good because we learned  word 
s p e l l i n g s ,  s p e l l i n g  words, word meanings, p r e f i x e s  and s u f f i x e s ,  word 
bui ld ing .  It 's r e a l l y  something I ' v e  used a l l  t h e  years .  I t h i n k  i t  
was very good. I t 's  probably i n  o t h e r  s t u d i e s  now, bu t  a s  a s u b j e c t  
of i ts  own I th ink  i t ' s  probably not .  

Q. What about i n  h igh  school ,  was t h e r e  a p a r t i c u l a r  sub jec t  t h a t  you 
found more i n t e r e s t  i n?  

A. I n  h igh  school  1 l i k e d  Math: t r igonometry,  geometry, a lgebra .  Those 
were probably my f a v o r i t e  s u b j e c t s .  

Q. And when you were i n  h igh  school ,  is  i t  then  d id  you s t a r t  th inking  
of being a teacher?  O r  d id  you have any s p e c i f i c  goa ls?  

A .  Well, i t  was s o r t  of j u s t  being a b l e  t o  do something and being a 
t eache r  was t h e  only th ing  I knew of o r  thought of t h a t  I could do. 
J u s t  s o r t  of vaguely i n  t h e  back of my mind, bu t  I hoped t o  be a b l e  t o  
do something. And probably by t h e  t ime I got through high school  i t  
became more ev ident  t h a t  teaching ,  maybe i f  1 could make a t eache r ,  
t h a t  would be. I was anxious t o  do something, have some s o r t  of a job 
and make my own way. 

Q. Did you f e e l  l i k e  you were an except ion.  I guess I have an  impression 
t h a t  maybe most women f e l t  t h a t  they  should g e t  married and . . . 
A. Everybody, a l l  t h e  g i r l s  want t o  g e t  married f o r  s u r e ,  bu t  then ,  I 
t h i n k ,  I don ' t  know, most g i r l s  then  t h a t  I knew, they were anxious t o  
g e t  a job of some k ind ,  too. Jobs were not  very  p l e n t i f u l .  Many of 
t h e  g i r l s  who l i v e d  i n  town worked i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s ,  s h i r t  f a c t o r i e s .  
That was one th ing  they could do, bu t  i t  d i d n ' t  pay very much. And you 
might get a job i n  a o f f i c e  i f  you knew somebody. But I t h i n k  everybody 
was more o r  less anxious t o  g e t  some s o r t  of work, even though they ,  
g e t t i n g  marr ied too was most important .  They j u s t  took t h a t  f o r  gran ted ,  
I th ink ,  ( l augh te r )  that they would g e t  married. 

Q. So when you got  ou t  of h igh  school ,  then  what d id  you do? 

A. Well, t h e  first year  I was ou t  of high school  I s tayed a t  home be- 
cause my o l d e r  sister and I graduated t h e  same year .  Wall, she  had 
p r i o r i t y .  Our f o l k s  were not  a b l e  f i n a n c i a l l y  t o  send us both  t o  school .  
She wanted t o  go t o  bus iness  school .  So she  went t o  bus iness  school ,  
and I d i d  no t  go anywhere. I stayed a t  home because I d i d n ' t  know how 
t o  ge t  work. There was no work a v a i l a b l e  out  i n  t h e  country,  and we 
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d i d n ' t  know anybody t h a t  might h e l p  me g e t  a job. So I simply s t ayed  
a t  home u n t i l  t h e  next  yea r ,  and I took t h e  t eache r ' s  examination. And 
t h a t ' s  how I got my t e a c h e r ' s  c e r t i f i c a t e  was by examination. 

Q. Now you d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  have t o  have any c o l l e g e  educat ion t o  g e t  
i t  a t  t h a t  time? Right? 

A .  No, you d i d n ' t  have t o  have any. You d i d n ' t  even have t o  be a h igh  
school  graduate .  A l l  you had t o  do w a s  pass  t h e  examination and you 
could g e t  a c e r t i f i c a t e .  

Q. So l a t e r ,  d i d  you go ahead and go back t o  school?  

A .  I took sumner courses ,  between teaching ,  I mean i n  summertime and 
n igh t  courses ,  ex tens ion  courses .  1 never got a degree, bu t  I had more 
than t h r e e  yea r s  of co l l ege .  

Q. Well, whenever you f i r s t  s t a r t e d  teaching ,  where was t h e  f i r s t  job 
t h a t  you had? 

A. The f i r s t  job I had w a s  i n  S a l i n e  County. It w a s  a country school ,  
two-roomed so I had what we c a l l e d  t h e  l i t t l e  room. Which was very good 
f o r  a beginner  because you d i d n ' t  d e a l  wi th  t h e  l a r g e r  pup i l s .  I had 
about f o r t y  p u p i l s  however i n  t h e  f i r s t  fou r  grades,  and i t  w a s  a t y p i c a l  
country school .  However, t h e  count ry ,  i t  w a s  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  community 
where I grew up. I thought t h e  people were d i f f e r e n t .  Customs were 
d i f f e r e n t .  

Q. How was t h a t ?  What s t r u c k  you t h e  most? 

A .  Well, I don' t  know. I t 's  j u s t  t h e  s o c i a l .  I t h i n k  t h e  people l i v e d  
c l o s e r  t oge the r .  It was a c l o s e  community, t h a t  i s  c lose .  The houses 
w e r e  a l l  c l o s e  toge the r .  And I don' t  know haw it  was d i f f e r e n t .  That 
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime I ' d  ever  been away from home r e a l l y ,  and I guess 
maybe t h a t ' s  t h e  reason i t  seemed l i k e  i t  was d i f f e r e n t .  

Q. Where d i d  you l i v e  then? 

A. I boarded then. I boarded wi th  some people who l i v e d  near  t h e  school  
because, w e l l ,  t h e r e  was no such thing1 a s  commuting then.  There were 
s t i l l  a l l  d i r t  roads p r a c t i c a l l y .  There were a few g rave l  roads ,  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  of paved highways, bu t  boarding w a s  the th ing .  

Q. So then ,  when d i d  you g e t  marr ied? 

A. U e l l ,  le t ' s  see, i n  1929, May 30. 

Q. How d i d  you meet your husband? 

A. I m e t  him a t  h igh  school .  F i r s t  day I went t o  h igh  school  t h a t ' s  
when I saw him. H e  l i v e d  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  ( laughs) .  H e  l i v e d  over 
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on t h e  e a s t  o f ,  i n  another  community. I would probably, i f  I hadn' t  
gone t o  Broughton High School I might never have heard of him. H e  was 
wi th  a group of boys, and it w a s  mostly boys--there were a few g i r l s  
from t h a t  p a r t  of the country--but most ly boys came over  t o  Broughton 
t o  school .  

Q. And he  was i n  t h e  same grade as you were? 

A. H e  was i n  t h e  same grade,  yes ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  We a l l  s t a r t e d  t o  
h igh  school  a t  the same time. 

Q. So you j u s t  kept i n  con tac t  even a f t e r  you got  ou t  of school? 

A .  Right.  O f  course  a l l  of t h e  people t h a t  we m e t  i n  h igh  school  we 
s o r t  o f ,  they were l i k e  c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of them, Especial -  
l y  t h e  ones t h a t  were i n  ou r  c l a s s ,  because t h e  whole group w a s ,  t h e r e  
wasn't any o u t s i d e  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  speak of and t h a t ' s  about a l l  t h e  
people you knew. 

Q. When you f i r s t  go t  marr ied,  where d i d  you l-lve? 

A. We l i v e d  i n  Eldorado. 

Q. And you s t i l l  taught  o r  d id  you . . . 
A .  I d i d n ' t  teach.  No, I d i d n ' t  teach.  Well, I d i d  teach  too .  I 
d id  teach  one yea r  a f t e r  we moved t o  Eldorado. Then a f t e r  t h a t  t h e  De- 
p r e s s ion  came, and t h e r e  weren ' t  very  many jobs f o r  married women. So 
I d idn ' t  t each  f o r  fou r t een  years .  

Q. And why d id  you s t a r t  aga in?  

A .  Well, t h e  World War I1 came along. There was a sho r t age  of teachers .  
Jobs were a v a i l a b l e  so  I got  a job again.  

Q. On t h e  whole, as you look back a t  i t ,  d i d  you l i k e  teaching? 

A .  Not i n  t h e  one room schools  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  Not i n  those  f i r s t  yea r s  
I d i d n ' t  l i k e  it. It was too  hard.  It was r e a l l y  hard wi th  s o  many 
p u p i l s ,  and we l l  i t  was j u s t  so inconvenient .  However, i t  was a way of 
l i f e .  And it  was as convenient t o  m e  a s  it w a s  anybody e l s e .  

Q. I wanted t o  ask you a l i t t l e  b i t  more about t h e  teaching  be fo re  we 
go on. Besides  t h e  classroom d u t i e s  t h a t  you had, d i d  you have o t h e r  
t h i n g s  that you h a a d t o  da i n  t h e  school ,  around t h e  school? 

A. Well, yes, the  first, w e l l ,  t he  f i r s t  two yea r s  and most of t h e  yea r s  
t h a t  I taught  i n  country school  I swept t h e  f l o o r .  I d i d  my own j a n i t o r  
work; b u i l t  t h e  f i r e s ,  c a r r i e d  i n  t h e  coa l .  The c o a l  was i n  t h e  c o a l  
house. I d id  t h a t  a f ter  I came t o  McLeansboro and taught  i n  a one-room 
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country school .  But I d i d n ' t  mind i t  so  much then.  I l i k e d  it because 
t h e  schools  w e r e  smal le r .  I t h i n k  I r e a l l y  enjoyed i t  a f t e r  we came t o  
McLeansboro because I l iked g e t t i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  country,  l i k e d  the d r i v e  
out  i n  t h e  country. And t h e  roads  were good. You d i d n ' t  have a l l  t h a t  
inconvenience of g e t t i n g .  You could commute then  j u s t  anywhere you 
wanted t o  go, so  I enjoyed i t  then. 

Q. You know now [ i n ]  most schools  you f i n d  people who belong t o  t h e  
IEA [ I l l i n o i s  Education Assoc ia t ion]  i n  I l l i n o i s .  Was t h e r e  any at tempt  
when you f i r s t  s t a r t e d  teaching  t o  have unions f o r  t eache r s ,  c o n t r a c t s  
for t e ache r s?  

A. No, i n  S a l i n e  County where I taught  they had a t e a c h e r ' s  union of 
a s o r t .  The county had been, I don ' t  know t h e  exact word, and t h e  
schools  were r a t e d .  The schools  were l i s t e d  according t o  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  
t o  pay according t o  t h e i r  assessed  va lua t ions .  And they  were assessed .  
They were expected o r  l i s t e d  according t o  t h a t .  For i n s t ance ,  i f  they 
had a s c a l e ,  maybe t h a t  was i t ,  a s a l a r y  s c a l e  f o r  all t h e  d i s t r i c t s  
i n  t h e  county. I don' t  know how they  a r r i v e d  a t  i t ,  bu t  every school  
had a s a l a r y  s c a l e .  The t eache r  was expected t o  be pa id  t h a t  s a l a r y  
s c a l e ,  bu t  they never  r a i s e d  it. A t e ache r  could teach i n  t h e  same 
school  f o r  t e n  years .  He always go t ,  i f  they got  a hundred and twenty- 
f i v e  d o l l a r s ,  i f  t h a t  w a s  t h e  s c a l e ,  he got  a hundred and twenty-five 
d o l l a r s  every year .  He never had a r a i s e .  I f  t h e  s c a l e  was n i n e t y ,  
okay, h e  got  n ine ty  d o l l a r s .  Very r a r e l y  were they  eve r  pa id  anymore 
than  t h a t ,  than  the  s a l a r y  s c a l e .  

Q. Can I a s k  what your s t a r t i n g  pay was? 

A .  Sixty- f ive  dol lars--a  month, seven months. 

Q. Seven months. 

A. Besides t h a t  I saved a hundred and seventy-f ive d o l l a r s .  ( laughs)  
When school  was out  I had a hundred and seventy-f ive d o l l a r s .  ( laughs) 

Q. We've a l r eady  t a l k e d  a l i t t l e  b i t  about t h e  Depression, t h a t  you 
d i d n ' t  work because of t h e  Depression. Was t h e r e  any o t h e r  way i t  
a f f e c t e d  you personal ly?  

A .  I don' t  t h i n k  so  except t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  have much money. Our l i f e  
s t y l e  you might say was l i m i t e d  by t h a t .  Hardly anybody e l s e  had any 
money e i t h e r  t h a t  we knew. I mean t h e  people we knew, our f r i e n d s .  
They were a l l  about the same as we were so  we d i d n ' t  anybody do any- 
thing that took a l a t  of money. But we probably had a s  good a time as 
anybody e l s e ,  l o t s  of p i c n i c s  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  t h a t  d idn ' t  t ake  a 
l o t  of money. But we had more social l i f e  r e a l l y  even thaugh it wasn't 
expensive, bu t  we d i d  a l o t  of t h ings  of t h a t  n a t u r e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  cos t  
any money. 
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Q. I w a s  wondering, even though you would have been a c h i l d  r e a l l y  a t  
t h e  t i m e ,  if you had any memories of t h e  F i r s t  World War? 

A. Sure. I remember t h e  F i r s t  World War. It got  a l o t  of p u b l i c i t y  
of course  round i n  t h e  neighborhood because it was st i l l  a very  r u r a l  
neighborhood and s t i l l  very c lose .  They had war bond r a l l i e s .  It was 
t a l k e d  a l o t  about.  Seemed l i k e  we were very ,  very much aware of World 
War I and t h e  people i n  t h e  neighborhood who were involved. Who w e r e  
i n  World War I. Af t e r  t h e  war w a s  over ,  everytime a s o l d i e r  came home 
from t h e  army around about f o r  mi les  they always had a one of those  
b i g  d inners .  So ld i e r  d inners  they c a l l e d  them. 

Q. Oh, r e a l l y ?  

A. And everybody came f o r  m i l e s  and mi les .  They j u s t  had a b i g  d inner ,  
and i t  was a b i g  s o c i a l  func t ion  t h a t  w a s  t o  honor, you know, t o  honor 
somebody who re tu rned  from t h e  army. I remember us  going, we l l ,  even 
o u t s i d e  of our  own community. That's one t i m e  when w e  would go, t o  a 
s o l d i e r  d inner .  I mean they  had them everytime anybody came home. I 
don ' t  know how many w e  went t o .  We went t o - l o t s  of them. Because 
every t i m e  any young man came back from t h e  w a r  t h e r e  was a b i g  d inner  
i n  h i s  honor. 

Q. Was t h e r e  anybody i n  your immediate family,  l i k e  unc les  o r  anyone 
l i k e  t h a t ,  who had been the re?  

A .  No. We had a cousin is t h e  closest I think. Mom's cousin.  None 
of our  own family because Dad's b r o t h e r s  all of them w e r e  o l d e r  and 
had b i g  f ami l i e s .  So t h e r e  wasn't  any of them, None of t h e  I r v i n s  
were i n  the army and none of Mom's family except  a cousin I remember. 
One of h e r  cousins  is t h e  only one t h a t  I can t h i n k  of t h a t  was very 
c l o s e ,  t h a t  was i n  t h e  World War. 

Q. Some of t h e  th ings  I ' v e  read  they 've t a lked  about immediately a f t e r  
t h e  war w a s  over how t h e  country was swept by t h e  inf luenza  epidemic. 
Did t h a t  have any e f f e c t  where you were l i v i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  everybody had t h e  f l u .  I guess w e  had i t .  Everybody was s i c k  
nea r ly ,  more o r  less, but  o therwise  I don ' t  remember of anybody dying 
wi th  i t .  I t h i n k  w e  a l l  had i t .  

Q. What d id  you do about i t ?  

Q. J u s t  let it go through, r i d e  i t s  course? 

A. That's right. I dan ' t  know whether we had t h e  doc tor  o r  no t .  Of 
course our  grandpa was t h e  doc tor .  I c a n ' t  remember much. 1 remember 
Day saying  t h a t  he had the f l u ,  bu t  he never went t o  bed. H e  was not  
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s i c k  i n  t h a t  he had f eve r  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  H e  j u s t  f e l t  bad o r  
f e l t  weak. I t h i n k  he  d i d n ' t  go t o  bed, bu t  o t h e r  than  t h a t  I don' t  
remember much about it. I know t h a t  everybody had t h e  f l u .  And Aunt 
E l l a ,  mom's s t e p s i s t e r ,  was a nurse  i n  t h e  Army. She was a nurse ,  and 
she  had the f l u .  She was i n  New York City.  Somewhere i n  a base h o s p i t a l  
i n  New York City, and she was c a l l e d  t o  go overseas.  I mean she  got  h e r  
c a l l  t o  go overseas  when she  had t h e  f l u .  And she  almost died wi th  t h e  
f l u .  I n  f a c t ,  they  thought she  was going t o .  So she  d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  go 
on overseas duty on account of having t h e  f l u .  Well, I would say  pro- 
bably say  she w a s  t h e  c l o s e s t  one i n  ou r  family t h a t  was i n  t h e  World 
War I. 1 was th ink ing  about men, bu t  she  was a s t e p s i s t e r .  She was 
our  c l o s e s t  family member t h a t  was i n  t h e  Army. 

Q. [The fol lowing begins t h e  second in te rv iew.  Mrs. English began by 
t a l k i n g  about a t t e n d i n g  school . ]  

A. A s  I s a i d  we d i d n ' t  go t o  school  very much. I n  t h e  f i r s t  year  Dad 
had a p p e n d i c i t i s  i n  t h e  f a l l .  I don' t  know whether they got another  
t eache r  o r  n o t ,  bu t  we  d i d n ' t  go t o  school  anymore. That was t h e  year  
t h a t  1"was  s i x  yea r s  o ld .  Of course Dad w a s  s i c k  a t  home. It: was a 
long drawn out  i l l n e s s .  P a r t  of t h e  t i m e  Aileen and I s tayed  wi th  
r e l a t i v e s .  They would keep us  two weeks a t  a time. And f i n a l l y  i n  
t h e  spr ingt ime our  grandma, who l i v e d  i n  Junc t ion ,  came and got  us  and 
kept  u s  f o r  about a month. Anyway t h a t  was my f i r s t  year  i n  school .  
The f i f t h  year  i n  school  ou r  teacher  res igned  i n  February, and we d i d n ' t  
have anymore school .  So we went t o  school  about f i v e  months t h a t  year .  
I n  t h e  year  t h a t  I was i n  the  s i x t h  grade our  teacher  was d r a f t e d  i n t o  
t h e  Army, and s o  t h e r e  wasn't  any more school  t h a t  year .  I don ' t  know 
how many months of school  w e  had t h a t  year .  

Q. So he  was d r a f t e d  f o r  World War I? 

A. World War I, r i g h t .  So t h a t  d a t e s  me. But anyway Aileen, my s i s t e r ,  
went t o  school  wi th  Dad. He was teaching  a t  Dale which was f i v e  mi les  
away. And she  could s t a y  wi th  grandma who l i v e d  i n  Dale because she  was 
o lde r .  But s i n c e  I was only  i n  s i x t h  grade they  thought i t  wasn't  important 
a s  i t  was t h a t  she  was i n  t h e  seventh o r  e igh th .  Anyway Mom and I, we 
shucked out  [corn i n  shocks].  We would t a k e  t u r n s .  It was very  cold 
weather.  And we would t ake  t u r n s  going down t o  t h e  f i e l d  and shucking, 
t u rn ing  over  a corn shock and shucking i t  out .  The corn had been shocked 
without  be ing  shucked. And we'd shuck i t  ou t  and make a p i l e  of corn. 
And we would--it was very cold--we'd si t  the re .  I remember my f e e t  would 
g e t  very cold.  But I would shuck out  a shock of corn and then i t  w a s  my 
t u r n  t o  go t o  t h e  house, and then  Mom would go. The reason of course 
one would s t a y  home, t h e r e  w a s  Claud and Gene. Gene was p r a c t i c a l l y  a 
baby then. Somebody stayed a t  t h e  house wi th  t h e  boys, and t h a t ' s  how 
we spent  t h a t  w in te r .  Tha t ' s  t h e  only  t h i n g  t h a t  I remember very much 
except  one autumn t i m e .  I don ' t  remember which year  t h a t  was i n  autumn. 
Well Mom was shucking corn. O f  course  Dad was always teaching.  Mom was 
shucking corn,  and I s tayed  a t  the house wi th  t h e  k ids  and would cook 
d inner .  O f  course I waited till I could s e e  h e r  s t r i v i n g  t o  t h e  house. 






























