
Preface 

Thismanuscxiptisthepmductof a t a p e r a c ~ r d e d i r r t e r v i e w ~  
by Jahn moepfle on July 16, 1957. Kwgaret Reeder transcribed the 
tape and Dr. m f l e  edited and revim the transcript. This and 
othe;r intervim in a series an steamboats and inlarrd rivers were 
pmducd under the auspices of the Rzblic Library of C i n c i n n a t i  and 
Hamiltan County, Ohio and Sangamon State Wversity, s@rqfield, 
Ill1SX,is. 

John -fie was born in &inmiti in 1923. He &ined his Ph.D. 
in litexatwe frcan Saint ZrCPllff University im 1967. Dr. w f l e  is 
presently a professor of Errglish at Sangarrrwl State Uktiversity. He was 
neuaed Il lhis  Author of the Year in Octd3er, 1986. Jahn and his wife 
P e g h a v e w z e d a ~ ~ ~ t h r e e w n s .  

ming 1953-1955 while working as m r  of an -tiaxil 
televisim station, WCEIUN, C h i n n a t i ,  Dr. Kmepfle pmposed a 
pmject on steamboats ard inland rivers. These rwer nemoh are a 
resuLt of the research 0011- during 1954-1960. 

?he may be read, qwbd ard cited freely. It m y  not be 
r e p a  in whole or in part by arry means, electmnic or mechanical, 
withaui= pennifllsim in writing fmn either the Oral Wistory O f f i c e ,  
Saqmm mte university, springfield, ~llhis, 62794-9243 or the 
Curatm of Rare Books and Wial Oollactions of the Public Library of 
C i n c h m i t i  and Ihmilton -, Ohio, 45202-2071. 



A: Bat wings ,  that's right, a wheel  on the outside with a long shaft 
across it f m  one side to the other rPnd a M t  comect& with the 
bullwheel. It was a big vbe l ,  they called it a bullwheel. When he 
bqht the boat the boiler on it was  a thresh machine boiler w i t h  the 
engllae up an top of the boiler. That's vhm I f i r s t  went 
stearaboating. 

Q: That Qtie Pram is of a famxrs legendary boat? 

A: I mqpasd yau have heard that legend about the what becmne of 
her. That Bill Wler was mate on the LauisvUle pad& boats and 
his father was t m  and a f b m m b  he was mate far the Greeae Lines. 
alen#erewac;ia name of Jake Chancy, a thSrd cousin of 
e t  thWW= &by- a n r Z ~ b r o t h e r ~ a n d ~ f a n d ~ 1 e r a n d  
Jab~alldeclb.landerarrdcoohandinWtwemmeryU&qyazcould 
do. BratherAr&wmldgotothepilothasearrdsteerandsowuuld 
I. That's the first pilot- either ane of us dam; of clourse we had 
no license, and Father told us what to do. Recall one time I was 
& ~ ~ q 3 i n t h e p i l o t h a u s e b e l w ~ . t ; e r l i @ t a n d ~ w a  
sandbar up there; I was sitting up an a high stool, steerhg yau knm, 
a little old pilot wheel, I didn't knaw the sandbar was there and I 
didn't pull over in the tihamel and hit that sandbar and w m t  wer 
into the pilot theel. It was hzudpmr ,  of ccrurse, didn't hurtme 
any- 

A: Y m  hm the last ale that m I was on, I wasn't wen working on 
them, I wis wmkirrg for T. J. Hall ard the river was down dead law. 
Mat* of fact .Ule gaugrss wee a fwt anrl n i ~  belw the zero 
gauge. It was that law. All the bar - way out, so C w . p l A n  Hall, 
heashdmei f  Ididnltwan;t:to, ~wasworklylgforthe~roquoisat 
that th, asked m if I didn't w a n t  to go up and look at the river 
whesl i twasdamaolaw.  Isaidokay. WellItaakthetrainande 
up as far as Ashlard and then used the strestcar. UZrderstood that a 
little boat callad the -, was the last ane of the batwings, 
too, andeheusedtorunupGuyanRiverardatthbtirneamanbytk 
nanreofMurptycrwnedheratCatl~andhewasaproducernan. He 
hamiled calves, eggs, clhickans, -, way of stuff, produce. I 
think even calm. She wasn't big encnqh to handle any cattle outside 
of calves. (pause) 



Q: Yau nalked cnrer the shallows, too. 



Q: Did your brPtbers ever &in@ in an aperatim? 

A: Qh, father and my brothers and myself. My father, the f i r s t  
steamboat he ever awned was a half irrtererst in a boat, a little boat 
&ld John Ryle, a l a  packet. He was half clwner in her. Then he 
bCULPlt the first P , the #1, and he awned that for, I was 
sevenyearsold, ckJnsdheratthatth. Thenhesoldoutpartof 
i t tOtheReddanbayaatVancebuq.  lheycrwnedafmnthere just 
zlbcnre Ftam rimt whem dam 32 is rn arwX he and the Reddens didn't get 
along very good so I A q  traded him that faxm for his half -t in 
the wandy y. I wm nim years old a t  that t h ,  botwean eight and 
nine. yt a~awnedthatfixstHEVlctynhen1msssrvenyearsold. 
T h e r e a s m I r e r m e r m b e r t h a t ,  welivedatv-, see, herunthe 

fmn Van&mg to lhywfile, a e i p  n day. She was leaving 
at f ve o'clock in the nmxnhq and back eight or nine, 
ten o'clock at night. We lived there and of - we always stayed 
at hcpue evexy night. I was mmhq in the back yard of the house and 
I ~ ~ ~ d O g g O n a a ~ ~ m y , b a t m m m y b i g t o e z u d t h e n e x t t o e ,  
it caae clear thmu@. I was cmly seven yetm old that's why I 
r m m b r  that pxdcular h. Next boat he bought after that was the 
mtie atbar. That's when I went to w k .  





A: Yes a rate war. You %auld carry for ten mts frcon one 
point to mother. m i g h t  for five cmb a hundred pow&. S a m t i m e s  
wuldnvt get anything for it, in order .to keep the White Collar Line 
f m m g e t t i q  it. They did the same thing for us, too. 

Q: The Bay Lhe wasl also fighthq White Collar? 

Q: No, I didn't knc%u amrt that. 

A: Dmmd wbcut me hu&md and s-fiva people. The pilot, he 
wasdnuik, ardtheyhada lot of dnmkmnmup inthe pilothouse. 
ThewayIheardit, of ~ I w e n s t m y a r n g t o ] a a J v e r y n a x d . 1 a b c x l t  





too-thhwasBill1s&xy-anlhedthqMil&his£ootderwn, ad 
meofthebaysf hesaidhedidnft3acrwwhetheritwas&we~or 
ains of the oWmrs, drwe the -1e a little bi t  too far in, he said 
he hit  the hcwmrer a little too haxd and i f  went duwn and hurt the old 
gobbler. He said the old gobbler made a gabble nohe, raised his 
w h g s  and flew, a d  he said a l l  them ~~ r a i d  their w* and 
f larwandbdduphtheair&tkbemtie~rather&thatwas-  
last of the Katie Pmm. (laughter) I vms 0x1 the Delta Quem 1st 
year. I was going m a trip to P i t t A m q h .  I was o m  of the pilots. 
Nut PittGbUrgh, but to Par-, we adnlt get  quite up that. We 
t u m a  aroutxl at msm Island. And Mccmn, the clerk on the Delta 
Queen, he announced dife- things arm the loud SpdwrS f m '  - broadcasting. . . 

Q: Shot a gun and got them wer ths ripples. 

a: Shot: off the guns, so the turkeys tmk off, a d  got t h a n  over the 
ripples? 

A: No, Bill didn't tell it that way in thee days, they've added that 
to i t ,  yoa~ lCI1CIW. They have added a whole lat to that story since. 
You M it that way did you? (chuckles) No she was Maw the 
riffles, she ms jus t  to the riffles. That's the way B i l l  told it. 
Saidthetur- all ra&theirwhqsup&m-~.Ulat fellowdrwathe 
SeapletooMm~gabblerlstoesarsdhernadea~lemhalnd 
m a l l W - w i n g E l a n d & u p i n . t h e a i r a n d m t - t h e  
la& of the Katie Frather, rrevea. seen her v. (laughter) The 
old mtemay~~ Jcximd plblishad mat - thurg too -. 
A: mat lms t h e w  River. 

Q: The Guyandot River? 



A: W l ,  it waas vexy shallaw, that was sha l lc rw,  k t  that was an awful 
busy stream. They had tha3e ba-, of axme, ard it would get  

JimSmfczd, h e k t h b i t h u s t m ,  abut threeof  u s h a d a h  
we run up fraa N o  ta Cincinnati in lcrw wa*. She anly drew 
fourteen inches. The river got so law then that w e  could j u s t  h r e l y  
g e t h e r o v e r t h e N e w R i d m n d b a r a n d w @ h i r r d t m f l a t s a r r d w e ~  
themahezndof her. Wputcrurfreightmthatandheldthemwiththe 
h t ,  Didn't carry arry pa&~terrgers becauy it was too slw. Wt 
canrid frei*. W& had the Ha~charteredmet ime ina lcrw 
water season, too. We run her + the Vatlceburg-Maysvfile trade. 

Q: All thoee were Big Sandy boats? 

Q: well they all hauled molas s s s  aut of t h E E e ?  

A: Yes, $orf$atm, molasses and chidtens, -, calves and all that 
sort of stuff. Carried on the boat as feight  and I e p c t  
theydidcar rya lo tof  i t f o r t h e i r m p m w n a l u s e .  -would 
mms drrwn here at Cat le tWxq and lay oveyrdght and most of them 
would get drunk. A t  that tims C a t l e t b W q  was a lively tam. 

Q: Wst Virginia was dry wasn't it, a dry state? 

A: It was at o m  time, but it wasn't at that tinre. It was dry for a 
lcag while. 


































