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John R. Fden, S e p t d x  4, 1974, Athens, I l l inois.  

E l i zabe th  Canterbury, Tntervier. 

Q: John Eden, you're going to tell us about the restoration of the Long 
Nine Wilding i n  Athens, I l l inois and in  order to  do that, it d d  be 
good i£ m ' d  go back and have you do a little ranembewing of yaw early 
life and lead up to  the restoration of the Long Nine. 

A: m y ,  Betty. I was born here a t  A t h e n s  in November 22, 1933. In 
fact, it 's probably one of the oldest brick houses around this area 
because, by the fact of my interest in history, I've checked the bricks 
cut on it. I think it's about an 1840 version house and also I've checked 
w i t h  sane people in Springfield and they tend t o  agree with me. So 
that's going back about as far as you can get to  where you're born. 

And as far as my f i r s t  m r i e s  in this town, it goes back to  my family 
dog, my f i r s t  memories. I can remaher W r r y  was her natne, and the 
reason for this was the fact that I remaber so ell, I think, is she 
pulled a l i t t l e  cart. You lam, when you're a little small child, why 
those naemrries st ick with you. And m x t  to  that I r-er them talking 
about Mr. Snyder, who m a Spanish-Amrican War veteran who lived d m  
the street. And probably by the fact of people just talking about hlm 
being a veteran and so on, these kinds of things stuck in my mind. And I 
think I was born with the love of m t b g  to  know about the past. Ever 
since I can r d r  I wanted to know more about what happened yesterday 
than I was concerned about h t  happens tanarrow. And other nares, oh, 
like Dr. H i l l ,  who caw here i n  1890, he w a ~ d i c a l  doctor and this is 
pretty w11 doammted history and he's had a lo t  of publicity. I remanber 
also that rn had the tw stores u p t m  and then w had neigjhrhmd 
stores. k had one up in the wrth end of tcrwn. k had one aver in the 
=st end of tom. And I think the ne i&borW stores w r e  patranized 
quite a b i t ,  too. And it seems as I remaher these things. 

Q: T e l l  what you rmmber of the stores there were on Main Street. 

A: b11, there m s  one, still Cantrall Store at this time and the other 
o m  wts a kst  Food Store, I believe w s  the other store. I don't quite 
r d r  the mm, but I 'm sure that w s  it. And then before that there 
wxe other ones that I'd heard people ta lk  about like Berghbs and scme 
of these, but that was before n y  time. 

Q: Yau ramber just the t m  grocery stores then? 

A: Yes, That's a l l  I can remeanber uptom, and the other M, one in the 
mrth end and one over in the =st end of t o m ,  near the grade school. 



J o b  R.  Eden 2 

Q: A l l  r ight,  that tells a l i t t le b i t  about u p t m  Springfield frm . . 

Q: . . . uptown A t h e n s  £ran the time you remember. A l l  r ight,  let's go 
back to  what happened to you in your school days. 

Q: ell, I wnt t o  school here in Athens, naturally . Graduated f r a m  
grade school and high school. I started, and I ws trying t o  think about 
t h a t  today, I think I vent t o  kindergarten but I wasn't really sure. I 
didn't have a chance t o  ca l l ,  but IE had a kindergarten at that time on 
apeximental basis in 1939, I believe. And then fran there naturally 
thou& grade school. And I vent into hi& school in 1948, and I graduated 
in 1952. As far as my school background, my history goes back to this .  
Because I remember i n  fifth grade, e were doing sam backpound histories 
of ow f d l y  tree, and I dug into my family tree a li t t le b i t ,  which 
probably m s  a mistake. But I found out m y  things that  I didn't real ly 
haw about my family. 

During the Civil War period, our family w s  one of k s e  cases of a 
broken family, one v a t  north and one writ south. This actually happened 
in aur fauily. And also one of the d e r s  la ter  on m s  sort  of notoriaus. 
He later ended up in  Cantrillo's gang during the m r  , and his  narne ms 
also Eden. I think he's nicknmed Jake Eden. I 'm referring to my wnderful 
uncle that you probably knew. And the story relates there that whenever 
he came back hare after the Civil War, nhy the family got together and 
invited h h  to leave again and he cam t o  I l l inois ,  which is not franmy 
part of the family. My group catne up here in 1911, &ich is mch, much 
later ,  of course. 

A: Wan Kentucky. Around the area of E$. Sterling, in that vicinity. 
&anite City is &re my father w s  born. And whenever they requested 
him to leave, he m s  in the group that came into the Decatur area. 'Ihose 
relatives around the Decahu: area are offsprings fran this  fraction that 
came this way, of which I talked to  one of then not too long ago. It 
n u t  have been a couple of years ago and w s  discussing the fact that he 
wasn't interested in history at all but when I drawd it out, I think it 
kind of insulted him (laughs) a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q: bhy did Edens ask hjm t o  leave? 

A: W1, because of the fact that notorious Cantrillo wasn't cansidered 
really a bona fide soldier, he m s  m r e  like a butcher. And they f e l t  
that regardless 05 h t  side you Ere on, it was the principle, that they 
just had no use for him. And those, I understand at  that particular 
the, especially with the hi l l  people in those areas that they had theix 
om codes and ym wt by the family code or else you ~ r e n ' t  part of the 
family regardless of your rmm. Back in this particular area in Kentucky 
and even further east than that, the Blue Licks and the Salt Licks area, 
wll, my people wre in there before Daniel Boone even came and yet you 
hear about the big  famus battles and so forth. But I, frm what I see 



of my awn history, the Eden m, has been there, was in there fight* 
Indians six mnths before Daniel hone ever got there. And, ell, I 'm 
getting off the subject here on the family, but t o  get back on the school, 
influence of teachers. 

In all honesty, t o  be, you knw, tmth£ul, I had few teachers that I had 
a h a  rewd for and this is the honest truth. There's one in particular 
which I'll t e l l  you about in a l i t t l e  b i t  that I f e l t  lnade a big di££erence 
in my l i fe .  But in my earlier years as  I ramher, I don't knuw whether, 
I ' m  not saying it ms a caste system or what it was, but the f i r s t  tm or 
thxee teachers that I had, i f  you Ere not a fas t  learner and cauld pick 
up instantly, then they bypassed you. And I just f e l t  that had these 
teachers had mrre training such as they get nadays  in psychology, and 
be able t o  understand a situation, that there's more than a child s i t t ing 
there, you hw. That, what his background n q  be and what p rob lm he 
has. 

And this is years after I got out of school, that all of this hit IE as 
reality. It msn ' t  during school it ms noticeable to E. It became, 

t be hard for you to  understand, but it didn't becarre reali ty 
that to me it unt: ?? I got out as an adult mkhg my own decisions. And then it 
&wed on m, as to a t  my problem n s .  That they d d  bypass, I f e l t ,  
in  a lo t  of ways, and they d d n ' t  even take the time to  cam and say, 
'What's the problem?" you haw, or get you aside and spend a l i t t le 
extra time with you. Except fm discipline. I can remember getting 
scoldings and a paddling or tw in less than that Which are wry definite. 
And these sort  of things =re personal because they pulled you aut of 
line. But I really hate t o  be this cr i t i ca l  about my teachers, but: I 
feel that basically my teachers, my background-and not that I wasn't 
guilty myself for sane of the problem--=re not as maybe adept to  the 
situation as they could have been. 

A s  I got older, into school I really didn' t have that m y  problems. 
With the exception of one teacher I had. It was in fourth grade, a 
fourth grade teacher. I gave a talk and that's &en I m s  getting into 
this Lmg Nine and getting sme, what I think, good recognition as t o  
what m =re trying to  do and the fact that w weren't a bunch of crazy 
people lik sare f i r s t  thou&t w mi&t have been, trying t o  p r m t e  this  
thing. But she m s  tel l ing a gzolxp of people after  I got through giving 
one of my talks, said, "Oh, what a fine talk,'' th is  and that, yau haw, 
the &le bi t .  And the.n tuned right around and says, 'Well, I can 
rembz W he ws in  the fourth grade, he couldn't hardly read." And 
I thought t o  myself, "You u't h a w  It, but you just condemned yourself, 
as far as I 'm concerned." And of course, I didn't push the matter. 
EvezyMy laughed about it and it ws passed over. But it brought back 
to IW sane things which mren' t  good feelings, to  say the least. 

Q: And also,. and also meant, had sane effect on the way you saw things 
as yask~lre pawing up. 

A: hs. It did, there's no doubt about it, And I feel  I've been sanewhat, 
t o  be hanest through my background and schooling, I was a little bit 
negative. Due t o  the fact that how can yrm be positive *en you're 
su~rouxkd by so much negativism? It's difficult ,  Just like discipline 
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in school to  me was difficult. It vas, I was given discipline. I learned 
discipline in school not in the army. When I got in the army, discipline 
there, they talk about how rough it was and nothing canpared with what I 
had faced in school on an individual basis. Not as a class basis, But 
due to  the fact ,  l ike &en you get pulled back a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and mybe 
you're a slm learner, and I consider myself perhaps a slow learner, 
maybe not, I don't know. It depends what do you call a slaw learner? I 
man, if you have one or t w  children in class who are outstanding, i t ' s  
no average. You have a man average there, but you don't have an average 
student, so to  speak, t o  came, go up against. And e had a couple that 
*re very, very intelligent individuals and fas t  to  learn. But then they 
muld say, 'Qll , why didn't you pick this  up in tizrre?" or something like 
that,  yrm know. Well, I get to  thinking, well why didn't I? (laughs) 

You know, I h a w  better,  because afterwards I 'd get t o  thinking about 
sawthing that I muldn't do perhaps properly in class, then it wuld 
come to  m. There m s  no pwoblan. k t  a t  that particular mxnent was 
gone. And it ' s quite interesting. School teachers are, you might say, 
I 'm not, I don't consider them fair gam; but I do think that the d r n  
teacher is so far superior to  the teacher of twnty-five years ago and i n  
many ways and perhaps in  sorrre ways not, too. Youmust look a t  them on 
both ends, but I think due to  the fact that there's m r e  training that 
they're getting, plus a l l  the psychology. I go into psychology because I 
studied a l i t t le b i t  of th i s  on my own and I realize i t 's  so important t o  
be able when you face sameone t o  be able to,  you knw, what's inside this 
person? Don't let the outer shell fool you. 

bhen I got into hi& school, I w s  a poor student. I got A pluses in 
everything I loved and I got D minuses in everything I hated. And history 
is one thing I loved. I e n t  through high school I think, an A plus in 
history. But as I look at one itm like that. But the one person &o 
probably was the person that saved me fran being a =shout as far as 
graduating £ran high school. . . . And I believe when you msh out of 
h i p  school, you've got one big, big thing against you. (he big strike. 
It s not three strikes and the bal l  game's over. The f i r s t  strike can be 
so c r i t i ca l  sar~times that it, the percentage factor b i t  mi& be 99 
percent and the other tcm don't ammt t o  rmch. And that was Carl McWilliams, 
do you rPsclPmher him? 

Q: Yes. 

A: k was the one that saved me, really, in all honesty. 

Q: H w  do you feel about that? 

Q: Good. h t  do you think he did t o  . . . 
A: &11, nuder ane, he'd came and talk to e. As you bow, I muldn't 
say it was a mn to m, but as a student-teacher relationship. Fht 
there was no one else a r d  where you =we darrassed or anything like 
this. And he did, he was  the kind of guy that mst teachers always f e l t  
-re looking dawn. He's the kind of guy that w s  kind of like, get you 
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on a level . He ' d eye you fran a level. And I was having problems and 
due t o  the fact ,  not my abi l i ty  to  learn, because I found out af ter  that, 
not too long after that, what I really m s  capable of. But I was lacking 
so much t o  finish up, t o  be able t o  finish in  my fourth year. And he'd 
cane dcmg and help me and I took correspondence courses £ran the University 
of Nebraska which helped IIE out. I leasned a great deal f r a n  him because 
I took things I liked. And I got, I think, the lmst grade I took was a 
B plus or samething. But he let me choose things, yar haw, that E r e  
beneficial and I liked than. 

Q: Do you think he d g h t  have given you confidence in yourself? 

A: He ws tihe first step, because he had a major, major job. Because 
right at that particular the was a very cr i t i ca l  t ime in my life because 
I h e w  around IIE that I was crmpletely different than a lot  of my friends. 
I just didn' t think like they did. I was probably, perhaps, way too 
sensitive, which you becare, this is an automatic situation. Wlt outside 
of two close fillends that I had, other than tihat, I never considered, 
k i d s  who Ere good acquaintances, and I'd play w i t h  than, this and that, 
but they wzen't  sarebody I could rely on or t e l l .  I couldn't t e l l  them 
anything. And I think k g  Jedcmski and Art Alkr m e  the tw that I 
cauld tell s e t -  to. But then he came along and helped nre &n I 
needed it and instilled s c m  confidence in myself. 

There' s no question in  my mind that if th is  KBS a cr i t ical  part of my 
life, it w just like survival t o  E. It was like survival t o  m. It 
=S like i£ you don't mk this, you're dead, type of situation. Qlly I 
didn't fully realize it unt i l ,  this is after th is .  And w i t h  him helping 
me there then I did graduate. There was no problm there. In fact ,  I 
believe had I really put my efforts  E o m d  in high school I probably 
m l d  have been almst straight A a l l  the way through. I ' m  sure of it. 
&cause later on af ter  I got out of hi& school, I did various jobs and, 
oh, mrked a li t t le b i t  on a farm. I did painting. I wrked putting up 
TV t m s .  I did everything, before I mt in the army. 

And that's when the Jbrean War w s  going on and &m FL;~ got into the 
service, I actually mt in t o  the guard. I took training in Texas and 
then when I came back, I m n t  fran the A i r  National Guard, then I changed 
over, t o  go into the army. I volunteered far the draft. But the war ms, 
had ended then. So I ~ n t  ahead and elected to  take my tm years in the 
army. W e l l ,  when I took these battery tests, what really gave me credit, 
was I got in the top ten of tIae ccmpany , of tw hndred and fifty men. 
So they ca l l  us in and they pick ten of us out of that group, and we wwe 
selected for Officers ' Training. ell, I signed up for it and I, that's 
when it started hit t ing hare abuut my schooling. Because I knew on my 
tests, of when they called IIE in for an interview, they s-d me my high 
areas, my wak areas, and I wmt right d m  to the E.M. Club and tlxm got 
sane help dawn there. And then Eran there I E n t  to  the library and I 
wint and picked up these subjects that I ws wak on a t  that the. And I 
picked, a, like I 'd  study a t  rnght, go under the barracks' l ight  and 
study. All the other guys =re sleeping. And I picked up enougFr there. 

But when it cane t h e  t o  go to  my officer training, I elected not t o  go. 
And the colonel called m; i n  and there was tm of us a t  the tim that 
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decided m didn't mt t o  be officers. And he asked m, '%ow cane?" And 
I told him I thought it was for the benefit of the service that I didn't. 
I didn't feel myself as a soldier, and I don't. I dm ' t  like the thought 
of this. Military is a thing that ' s  needed, but I don't lik the thought 
of slaughtering people regardless. And I laid it on the line, more ow 
less, to him h m  I personally felt a b u t  it. And he was good, kind of 
put my faith in people again. Because here he is a colonel and I'm a 
private and he WLS again talking t o  me on an even level. And this is 
probably the second lnan that ever did, a t  that time. So he threw three 
schools out there in  front of me. J3e says, "You're qualified for a l l  
three of them." And I was mying t o  think back to  remember, of course 
the me I took, and then there w mdical training, and another was s m  
kind of, ~ l l ,  it wasn't office w r k  but it m s  t o  do w i t h  supplies and 
around that area. But I elected t o  take electronics school. And he 
says, "kll, when your orders cane out, I'll see that you have th i s  
school ," for which I really didn't, didn't really believe it, to  be 
honest, And then &en the orders cam out, ~ 1 1  that's, they sent me t o  
electronics school. And that's where I got in this electronics b i t ,  
aich has never hurt m. I've done real ~ l l .  

But i t 's  funn haw these things s t a r t  t o  change for you. But you've 
s t i l l  got t o  & willing to  fight for it. You can't sit back and say, 
' W l l ,  I've had so mny wrongs did t o  rn so naw I ' m  going to surrender," 
that's no way to  fight it either and I think perhaps mybe kids are under 
a lo t  of pressure nowadays, but they've had a lo t ,  so rmxh going for 
them, I s a e t h s  wonder i f  they don' t maybe back off, don' t f ig?~t  near 
as heavily as they should, too. Fight as hard as they should. 

Q: Didn't you think mybe one of your greatest assets m s  ,perseverance? 

A: It had t o  be. That's the only thing that saved me. Regardless of 
your situation, and I've had many since then, good and bad situations, is 
t o  be able to  enjoy your good situation without worrying about when a bad 
one' s caning up. And I 've, I had t o  concentrate, but I can do that. 
Like nm, I ' m  perfectly happy in what I do. And if the bad situations, 
where your days vary up and duwn like any s i w t i o n ,  then at the mrment , 
do the best you can but when the good situation c a ~ s  back enjoy it. 
%roughly enjoy it. And then th is  is just my philosophy. 

Q: A l l  r w t .  N m  how did all of this philosophy and yaur activit ies 
then you cane back, lead to this great love of yours for local history? 

A: Well, t o  revert back just a little back. In my grade school t b  
then I me going thraugh a i s  tunmil ,  i f  you mt to  cal l  it. I d m ' t  
look back on it with any bitterness or anything. It probably mde me 
stronger in many ways, But I, I think I mre or less looked t o  Lincoln. 
I ' d  read about him then and perhaps ms using him as a guide for what 
he'd cwercane and I could look back, "Gee, he's wxse off than I was ," 
you law. That sort  of deal. And as long as you can look back on smth ing ,  
sameone had a li t t le rougher than you had it, makes your own picture look 
better. And I think that w s  one of the reasons probably why I did. And 
I studied and learned quite a b i t  about him, And then as I learned more 
about it, I began t o  think that a t  tines I had a lo t  in canmxl with him 
as far as trying t o  get up out of this mllow. And I think as p get 
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involved or get close to -thing or you're thrown w i t h  it @ that: 
you begin to, if you care for it, you love it. &an like, you leam t o  
lave things. 

And then Eran there into high school, I really got serious about it. I 
wuld go over a t  New Salem Park when I had the transportation available 
and I 'd spend hours and hours and burs there, just studying. And, I 
don't kmw, It just seam that anything like this that you w r k  into, it 
gets a hold of you. LLke Lloyd Ostendmf told re, the artist, he says, 
"You've got to  mtch it, John. Lincoln w i l l  get a hold of you." I 
rcmaber he told me t h i s  ane day vhen w e  Ere at a d h r  together. And 
E w e  sitting there talking afterwards and he says Lincoln got a hold 
of him in his &wings. Lincoln's a human being. I don't think of him 
as any god in any way whatsoever. 

In fact, if aqthing this book that I ' m  attempting to  write and I've 
started Srm 1831 to  1837, it 's his life as a person, not as Mr. President, 
but as a person who is really trying t o  came out of this and it 's not all 
that easy. To nre, I think his life probably ms the most cr i t i ca l  a t  
that particular the. Because he'd already l e f t  hme, he'd been thr* 
emu& a t  ham and God knms, heartaches by the thousands, where he's 
involved in various areas w i t h  his looks and his long, lanky figure and 
the whole b i t  about him. You knuw he had to be ridiculed and made fun 
of, %ret s no question about it in my mind as I look back. 'Shen he 
hung around out at New Salem w i t h  these people who =re not considered 
high statue in the camunity l ike Jack Kelso. He vies considered sort  of 
a bm, when you get read* his background. He came in with a guitar, so 
the story goes, on his back, you know. And came in singing, never talked 
about his past and pretty soon he le f t .  The sare way he came. And he 
never wrked rcuch. So &en you, birds of a feather flock together sort 
of a t t i e ,  I think prevailed then. Just by the canpany you keep. And 
I dm't think he ms all that ~ l l  of in his earl ier  arrival 
there. And then after a while I think when he started showing s i g m  of 
really getting ahead, there's probably no doubt and s d t  envied by 
certain folks. So, no matter h w  you go, one extrenlle m the other, 
you've still got both ends to  contend with. They may be looking down a t  
you or they may be envying you. So you've gat t o  learn t o  live w i t h  it. 

Q: How do you feel about the fact that Lloyd Ostendorf told you that you 
at be considered a l i t t le Lincoln. You want to explain that? 

A: Oh, yes ,  he did a drawing of me one night and before he started on 
the drawing he m s  just s i t t ing there looking a t  me and he says, '"John, 
you have so many features like Lincoln's. " Then he m s  kidding m, he 
says, '&re your people back there in  that t im?" I said, "Yes. " and he 
kind of laughed abwt that. F h t  anyway, he' d noted my face and the m y  
it m constructed or destructed, hmver you want t o  look at it, (la@) 
and he said I had almost identical measurements t o  Lincoln's face. So he 
said, 'Ull, just hold s t i l l  there a little b i t ,  and I'll do a pencil 
drawbg  of you," and in a few minutes he did. It was a m11-done drawing. 
And he put it on there as 'Z i t t l e  Lincoln," so right nuw when he sees me 
today, he calls nre 'Uttle Abe Lincoln," 

Q: Haw do you feel  about that? 


































