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East Park Baptist Academy was started in 1970 by
the membership of East Park Baptist Church as an
alternative to public education and as a reaction
to Supreme Court decisions in the 1960s banning
prayer and Bible reading in public schools. The
church is located at 1762 E. Prairie Street,
Decatur, Illinois. The school reached its peak
in terms of enrollment in the early 1980s and
began a decline that ended with its closing in

May 1989.
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East Park Baptist Academy to close

"By THERESA CHURCHILL :
Herald & Review Llfeshrle erter

. "'The Class of '89 will be the last .
to graduate from East Park Bap-.

tist Academy in Boody.

has decided to close the school
after the May 26 graduation.

- Paul Pierson, chairman of the :
board said declining enrollment

and resultmg financial pressures
forced the closure.

» “The school is supported by the i

church,” he explained, *‘and we

couldn’t let’it Jeopardize the .' keep the school open another year

but received projections that such -
a hike would slash enrollment to

$tability of the church.””
= He added that the school has

‘been part of the church for nearly -

two decades and closing it was “a
Fery difficult decision'to make.”

#%. The academy began in 1970 asia
Elndergarten program operated at "

the church, 1762 E. Prairie Ave.

Additional grades were-added -
year by year until a complete pro- .

~.gram for kindergarten through
?ﬁth grade was begun for the 1976
¥

ear at the former. Boody Ele-.

Mentary School.

-~ Enrollment, which peaked at'.."
About 335 students in ‘the early,_.:

[ 5]

' rol]ment went down e
The Board of Deacons of East

Park Baptist Church in. Decatur;f‘ '

1980s, now stands at 115.

“As Caterpillar laid people off

and other economic preblems hit
Decatur,” Pierson said,

Indeed asa cost-savmg meas-

ure, the academy opened last fall ’

w1th with.one kindergarien class
instead of two ah
classes of first-and second-
graders and fifth- and sxxth-
graders

" The Board of Deacons dls-"

cussed a large-tuition increase to

40 students

_ “We ve already run up some..
deficits,’?.said Pierson, who-de-.-
clined to -be more spec:fic “We
“just couldn’t bring ends together :

and make them meet.”

‘Losing their jobs Wlll be. elght),
full-time teachers (which includes ,

principal Greg Wood), twe part-
time teachers, a secretary, a cus-

. todian and two bus drivers, o
The ¢hurch plans to sell the -

“our en- .

combined.

school building.
Jack Moore, a member ‘of the
board and administrator of the

school from 1975 to 1988, said the -

academy might have been able to

* continue if there were some way

to house it at the church. .

“We had overhead and bussing
costs that other-Christian schools
don’t have,”” he said, ‘but our
church facility is simply not set up

for a. program like this ”

He added that the deelme of the
school has'coincided with a de-
cline in church’ membership:
about 200 people compared to 400
to 450 in the early 198057 %

“t’s a heartbreakmg experl'
ence to see the thing totally fold
like it has,” Moore said. “It’s kind
of hke losing a child.” .

3 "ELECTRONIC
~__BICYCLE

“FEATURES”

8159

» Easily moved

1 AT}

¢+ Back . Almost s:lent S

, Support . Very smooth R

s Full T e Semie - L
padded seat ret:umbent :

-~ “COME SEE IT _

1012 llnrth St.-Sﬂringﬂeill L

| “We bring a health club royou" :

217-546-8118
Hours: M-F 10-7, Sat. 10-5




Class of 1977

Howard Bailey
Jon Grady
Gary Moore
Vicki Myers
David Wiley

Class of 1978

Jewel Brown
Larry Flach
Cathy Newman
Ron Moore
Roberta Warren

Class of 1979

Sherri Bailey
Phyliss Bledsoe
Teresa Brown
Velma Breazeale
Judy Eichel
Bill Fleming
Tom Grady

Tim Johnson
Mark Payne
Vicki Swank
Jeff Zinn

Class of 1980

Martha Brown
Ruth Brown

Brien Deverick
Mark Fleming
Steve Gossemeyer
Tim Green

Karen Mayberry
Ron McElroy
Chris Overheul
Chris Wiley

EAST PARK GRADUATES

Class of 1981

Jeff Billiter
Brenda Brown
Dale Cole
Chris Darling
Mike Donnel
Leanna Hutchins
Susan Knop

Tim LeCrone
Lynette McCloy
Faith McGhee
Scott Musgrave
Evelyn Steffes
Keith Warren

Class of 1982

Miriam Bartlett
Mark Craig

Kirk Deverick
Thomas Durbin
Ken Green

Renee Hillman
Lori Hoke

Jeff Knop
Rhonda McElroy
Karen Mayberry
Jay McCammack
Lisa Meisenheimer
Scott Moore
Brian Pettit
Tony Wathan
Keith Wiggle

Class of 1983

Linda Caudle
Robin Cummins
Mark Donnel
Steve Eichel
Joe Gergeni
Steve Grady
Lynette Jackson
Pam Johnson
Steve Johnson
Sherry Jones
Kimberly LeCrone
Julie McCammack
Geodee Sumpter
Joel Van Nice
Tricia Wise

Class.of 1984

Scott Bulger
Linda Chambers
Damon Cummins
Shawn Flatt
Lois Gergeni
Teresa Haggard
Joann Hedges '
Becca Hillman
Steven Johnson
Danny Kidd

Tom Lamb

Lauri Long
Carla Marshall
Michelle Meritt
Lonnie Musgrave
Larry Musgrave
Melissa Patrick

Marshall Pontious Jr.

Karen Potts
Kenneth Seest
Sonja Songer
Donna Thompson
Kent Toothman

Class of 1985

Paula Cummins
Lana Darling
Lisa Darling
Lori Darling
Brett Davis
Sammee Elliott
Sconya Etnier
Julie Jackson
Timothy Sanders
Christy Sarver
Debbie Seest
Kenny Steffes
Tina Skelton
Vonda Van Hooser
Brett Wellwood
Roxanne Woods
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riass of 1986

John Baer
Bryan DeBrun
Scott Deetz
Brian Durnil
Jarred Edgecombe
Glenda Etnier
Lesley Garren
Mary Gergeni
Chad McCoy
Tim Morenz
Mike 0O'Guin
Jeff Pontious
Tim Walberg

Class of 1987

Jeffrey Allen
Mark Bartlett
Tina DeBrun
Dawnette Horne
James Koonhce

Krystal Krutsinger

Kelll Langston
John Massey
James McCammack
Shaun Rapp

Pam Renfro

Kim Schafer
Brad Walker
Angela Walters
John Wright

Class of 1988

Gina Hall

Denny Johnson
Julie Luka
Shane 0'Guin
Melanie Schafer
Becky Seest
David Shaw
Harley Skelton
Mike Stern
Kathy Tarr
Shawna Van Scoyk
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Cilass of 1989

Cathy Brown

Phil Crawford
Wendy Fult:z
Shayla Horne
Marshall Millard
Patricia Stoss
Chrislynn Wood
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need

Christian

Schools ...

PREPARED BY

8 Tust Park Baptist Arademy

1762 EAST PRAIRIE
DECATUR, ILLINOIS 62521
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WHY CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS?

Abraham Iincoln said, "The philosophy of the classroom is the philosophy
of the government of the next generation," "This statement should intensify
our concern with educaticn, and cause us to ask ourselves! what kind of
America will our children live in?"

Qeorge Washington said, "True religion affords government its surest sup-
port. The future of this nation depends on the Christian training of the
youth, It is impossible to govern without the Bible." If President Wash-
ington was right, left in the hands of public education, there is little
hope for America, These factors have an important impact on the consider-
ation of the question of "ilhy Christian Schools?"

This question can be enswered by examining two basic areas, the failings of
the public schools, and our obligation to the Iord concerning our children.
Iet's consider them closely.

I, FATILINGS OF THE FUBLIC SCHOOL

Dr. B, M. Cedarholm, President of Maranatha Baptist Bible College attributes
the downfall of public education to three historic events. First; the 1947

introduction of Evolution into the public school; second, the extraction

of the Bible and prayer from schools in 1962; and thirdly, the introduction

of Sex Education in 1967. Other factors also can be pointed ocut.

Iow Academics

Parents are disenchanted with government schools because of lew academic
standards, Dr. John R, Miles, writing in the new quarterly edition of the
Saturday Bvening Post (Spring 1972) said: "The nation's number one academic
problem in education todsy is a reading problem., The U. S. Office of Ed-
ucation has estimated, "There are 24 million people eighteen years old or
older in the United States who are functionally illiterate.”

"That means they cennct read, write, or count well enough to handle the

day to day tesks demanded of them in modern society. TYet it isn't because
they haven't gone to school. There are only 6.4 million Amsricans fourteen
years old and over who haven't gone through at least the fifth grade. So
the inescapsble conclusion is that the vast majority of those 24 million
'functionelly illiterate! people had gone to school for at lesst five years
but learned little except to hate school."

Drugs

A person would have to be living with his head in the sand to say that
there is no drug problem in the public schools, Practically every public
high school in our country has to contend with this problem. Parents may
insist that their child would never be involved with drugs, but as long as
the child is openly exposed to their availsbility, no parent can be
absolutely positive. '































Marge Anderson 3

Q: How on earth would you do that without the Pensacola curriculum?

A: Well, I think the main thing is just when you talk about areas of
math or reading you would introduce scripture saying, "Why do I need
to learn to read?" "So I can learn to read the Bible," sattﬁngoals
for the children that were based on scripture. I think the area
probably where we would have run into a lot of problems, and I don't
remember a lot of detail, would have been in the science area, you
know, the evolution versus creationism. We just taught the
creationist view because that's cur belief from scripture.

Q: Did you use the Bible ag a textbook?
A: Right.
Q: Where's A Beka come from?

A: It's from Pensacola, Florida. It's a college that had started and
they've had a college that also had an elementary school associated

with it and I think they felt a need to develcp their own material to
have scme Bible-based textbooks and samething that would go along with
the goals that they had. It was a good begimming curriculum. It was
very much drill oriented which has been good and when Bob Jones came

out, do you want all of this extra?

Q: Sure, sure, go right ahead.

A: When Bcb Jones came ocut, theirs was maybe the other end of the
spectrum from a heavy drill oriented program. Bob Jones came out with
more thought, thinking ideas, questions that would make the children
do same thinking. As a teacher in a classroom, you have to take the
and weaknesses of each textbook and Bob Jones needed a
little more drill added to it. With the A Beka material you'd have to
maybe think of scme more questions that were more thought provoking.

Q: Was that in all subjects?
A: Yes, pretty much.

Q: So, you really used a mixture of curriculums as you went. Were
yau free to choose which ones you wanted to?

A: Yes., When Mr. Moore came as administrator we were strictly A
Beka, I mean that was just because that was the only thing available.
There was really not much other choice. Rod and Staff was the
Mennonite publisher. They had good material, but it seemed at the
time you know just to be corollated, it was structured through the
grades, so that you had your scope and sequence not only grade level
but through the grades, you would be sure to cover the skills and that
type of thing. But later on as we had opportunities to use some other
ty to use the Bob Jones math because it fit
better with some other materials that I had picked up, the Basic Facts
curriculum. We had the freedom to do that as long as it wouldn't
affect what the children were building on each year.
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Robert I.. Henderson 13

Q: Other than Grace, were there a lot of Christian schools by that
time?

A: That's the only other high school, other than the parochial. I
don't recall, do you recall any Christian high school?

Q: Not as a high school, no.

A: The Lutheran school never went above the eighth grade, I guess.
St. Teresa was the parochial. I don't know of any, but there was a
great influx of kindergarten, pre-kindergarten, and the lower grades
which put us in direct competition with them, and as a result we were
floundering because of that. Our kindergarten, pre-kindergarten were
really a great source of financial assistance because we had large
Classes and when we were in competition with so many, I heard the
figure of the different mmber of schools that came into being, but I
can't recall what it was, but it was quite a few. It seemed like
every church was having its own and as a result they would naturally
use that. Amnd then the face that we were in a separate building with
separate expenses from the church and when heating bills went up so
high all the utilities went up so high and then you had to keep pace a
little bit with salaries to be fair and honest with your faculty that
we had to start raising our tuition. We didn't raise tuition for a
mmber of years which may have been hard on us when we actually did
have to raise that we had to make such a jump. If we had maintained a
steady raise throughout the years it might have been much more
practical and wiser. B.rthavingtomaksabi?njtmptowardtheerﬂ
discouraged a lot of parents and the economy Decatur . . .

End of Side One, Tape One

A: . . . was a hard time, very hard time. Decatur Christian had
their school within the church limits and as a result they could
function a little bit better.

Q: So their school was within their church?

A: Right, it was within the church building. I believe they added to
that. I'm not too familiar with their setup except to say that it was
self-contained. All of the school, their building and everything
right together with the church. So that made it difficult for us.
We're seven or eight miles from the [East Park Baptist] Church. We
have double expenses on everything and then our mmbers started
falling off and we started doubling up classes, that sort of thing and
parents don't like that too much. Some of it's not too bad but when
you have to start talking about it we didn't cut programs in the high
school. We maimtained that a 1 time. Our teachers for the most
part were well~qualified and we didn't want to lower anything there.
We were in a traditional setup where you have a teacher standing in
front of a class. One or two of the advanced classes did use scme
videomrkarﬁthatsortofthm,Spaniahmybeorsm\ethirg,hltm
did have qualified teachers. Qualified to meet Christian school
requirements and I never was bothered by that. I think with the





























































































Betty Warren 2

Q: Now Bob Hnederscn talked about the impetus for the school coming
from so many yourxy couples that had small children.

A: That's right.
Q: InmEFast Park . . .

A: There seemed to be a real urgency to get something started amongst
the young cauples.

Q: Do you remember any resistance or anybody saying, you know, this
is crazy?

A: No, I really can't remember that. (laughter)

Q: That's okay. Iet's see, you were full-time church secretary when
the school . o .

A: At that time, I was half time and Mildred Crystal was half time.
Q: So we had two half time secretaries?

A: I took care of the school and the assistant pastor and she took
care of the other work.

Q: The work of the church?
A: Yes.

Q: I didn't know how that was divided. What kind of memories do you
have of Pastor Potter and actually getting the school off the ground?

A: Well, it was a lot of work and a lot of things to be solved as to
where you would have it and whether it would pass the state, forms to
fill out and those kinds of things. Since it was a kindergarten,
there was a form that we had to keep filled out and send in to the
state telling them how many children we had. Once we got out of the
kindergarten stage we didn't have to fill out the same form.

Q: So the school started with just five-year-old kindergarten.

A: Yes.

Q: Do you remember how many kids there were in the very first class?
A: I believe there were six students in the beginning.

Q: Who was the teacher?

A: Mrs. Potter.

Q: ¢She was the first teacher?

A: Right.















































































William Gregory Wood 7

to do their best not just to get a grade but because they should do
their best because the Lord gave His hest for us so we should give our
best for Him. I think they saw that concern even if that teacher
gives me a detention or extra work or something it's to teach me
something. It's because they really do care and I don't think they
felt that a lot of times from the teachers that they would have in the
public schools. Perhaps since we were smaller than most public
schools with more time to get to know each stduent a little better.
Of course you know the family situation or maybe scme special
pressures or problems that they're facing, and you can pray for them
more effectively and maybe do samething or say something that would be
an encouragement to them. I think that sense of belonging and feeling
of love was probably one of the big differences.

Q: What kind of support did you experience from parents and from the
church in general, the church population?

A: I think overall, over the years that I taught there the support
was very good. If you stop and think, these parents were making the
sacrifice to have their child there. They could send them on the
basis of their tax dollars free to the public school and they were
still paying for that, and yet they would pay extra tuition to send
their children to cur school. While same of them maybe did that just
to keep the child away from bad influence, whether it be violerxe or
drugs or immorality or somethirng that they didn't want them in that
they'd send them to a private school just to protect them from that,

there wasn't as much support for soame of our goals from
parents like that. I'd say over all most of them [parents] were
making that kind of commitment and sacrifice, believed in what we were
doing and supported us in it and would back us up when it came down to
a conflict between the child and what they were doirng and what the
school required of them. I think that changed scmewhat over the years
though. I think towards the end before East Park closed there was
some feeling on the part of parents that East Park was not so much a
ministry as it was just a school and their kids could get an education
in the public school. Same of them were taking their kids cut of the
school because they just didn't feel like they could afford the money
or that they really needed to pay that money to get the child an
education. I think that was an important factor in what lead to the
decline of enrollment of the school and eventual closing of the
school, this kind of feeling by some that school is a place for the
child to go, learn some things have fun and not really a place that is
a training ground where his life and his philosophy that's going to
carry on throuwhout the rest of his life. If you don't really believe
that then you're probably not going to want to pay out that much extra
money to get that kind of training. I think the support was good over
all but I think over the years that it changed scmewhat.

Q: Your career at the Academy changed. After a few years you went
from being teacher to principal.

A: My last year. (laughter)
Q: Can you tell me about becoming principal of East Park?
























