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WILLIAM 'SMOKEY" DOWNEY 

J u l y  21, 1981, Tape 1, Side 1 

Q: I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  go i n t o  your background and g ive  me an i d e a  of 
how you got  t o  t h e  S t r a t t o n  adminis t ra t ion  i n  1952. 

A: The reason I g o t  t o  t h e  S t r a t t o n  admin i s t r a t i on  i n  1952 was because I 
was with t h e  S t r a t t o n  admin i s t r a t i on  i n  1950 when he was e l ec t ed  s t a t e  
t r e a s u r e r ,  and he went r i g h t  from t h e  o f f i c e  of state t r e a s u r e r  t o  t h e  
o f f i c e  of governor. So t h a t ' s  t h e  simple reason why I was with i t  i n  
1952. 

Q: But what is  your p o l i t i c a l  background? 

A: Well, I was a  newspaperman and went t o  work a t  t h e  I l l i n o i s  
S t a t e  Jou rna l  i n  1928. And one of my f i r s t  assignments w a s  p o l i c e  
r epo r t ing ,  and then  I covered t h e  cou r t s .  And p o l i t i c a l  e d i t o r  a t  t h a t  
t ime on t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  Journa l  was a  man by t h e  name of George 
Marney, M-A-R-N-E-Y. H e  had been p o l i t i c a l  e d i t o r  t h e r e  f o r  years  and he  
w a s  r e a l l y  beloved by everyone i n  t h e  s t a t e  house. 

O f  course,  i n  those  days t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was i n  sess ion .  Four Chicago 
papers s e n t  a man down, t h e  Tribune, t h e  Daily News, t h e  Chicago Journa l  
was i n  ex i s t ence  then ,  and t h e  Herald and t h e  American. There were f i v e  
of them. They were t h e  Hearst papers.  And t h e  Associated Press ,  and t h e  
United Press  and t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  News a l l  had bureaus i n  Spr ingf ie ld .  
There were t h r e e  bureaus here.  The Jou rna l  and t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  
Regis te r  had t h e i r  r e p o r t e r s  over there .  So t h e r e  were f i v e .  And then 
when t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was i n  s e s s i o n  t h e r e  would be s i x  more, there 'd  be 
eleven a t  t h e  tops.  Today t h e r e ' s  t h r e e  t imes t h a t  many i n t e r n s  running 



over each o t h e r  over t h e r e ,  and they don' t  know what i t ' s  a l l  about ye t .  
1t's not  t h e i r  f a u l t ,  r e a l l y .  

But Marney was s i c k  and he had a malignancy so  I was s e n t  over one day t o  
cover t h e  sena te .  The sena te  i n  those  days met a t  four  o 'c lock  i n  t h e  
af ternoon.  The house would meet i n  t h e  daytime and I was s e n t  over i n  
t h e  a f te rnoon t o  cover because i t  w a s  t h e  morning paper and we d i d n ' t  go 
t o  work u n t i l  t h r e e  o 'c lock  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  Got o f f  a t  2:30 i n  t he  
morning. They were s h o r t  hours. We only had s i x  days a week though. 
And I g o t  to--I remember i t  very  well--Senator Martin Carlson from 
Moline. He w a s  chairman of some s o r t  of a commission t h a t  was making a 
r epor t .  And I had t o  cover  t h a t  meeting. I got  t he  r epo r t .  And then I 
watched t h e  sena te  i n  s e s s i o n  t h a t  a f te rnoon and I enjoyed it. 

It waan't q u i t e  a s  e x c i t i n g  a s  covering p o l i c e  b e a t  i n  t h e  boot legging 
days around Spr ing f i e ld .  One year we had t h i r t y  murders here  unsolved. 
But i t  w a s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I went back on a number of occasions and covered 
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  a f te rnoons  when they were i n  sess ion .  

Q: Why d i d  the  sena te  meet a t  fou r  o 'c lock  i n  t he  af ternoon? 

A: You'd have t o  a sk  those  people. That ' s  t he  way they d id  i t  i n  those  
days. The sena te  m e t  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon,  never i n  t h e  morning. Oh, some 
of those members, they had t h e i r  f rock  c o a t s  on them and t h e r e  w a s  never 
anybody allowed i n  t h e r e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  have a t i e  and a coa t  on. They were 
very  p r e c i s e  and I mean very formal. 

And Senator  Richard J. Barr  w a s  t h e  dean of t h e  sena te ,  we l l  he was t h e  
sen io r  s ena to r ,  Republican leader .  Tom Courtenay was t h e  Democratic 
l eade r  and he was l a t e r  s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y  of Cook County and a candida te  
f o r  governor i n  1932, 1 bel ieve .  

I enjoyed i t  very  much, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  th ing .  Of course,  my f a t h e r  w a s  i n  
p o l i t i c s  i n  Logan County, Lincoln,  where I was born. And he w a s  deputy 
county c l e r k  up the re .  And had been i n  t h e  cou r t  house f o r  years .  He 
was kind of a r a r i t y  i n  our family. We were I r i s h  Cathol ic ,  and 
Republicans. I remember going t o  S t .  P a t r i c k ' s  School i n  Lincoln.  And 
t h e  ~ e a l y ' s ,  and t h e  Moos's, and t h e  Murphy's. They were a l l  Democrats. 
I asked my f a t h e r  one time when I was i n  school.  I said ,  "Dad, how come 
most of t h e  k ids  i n  school  and a l l  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a r e  Democrat?" Of 
course,  t he re '  s ~ r o n i n '  s and t h e  Downey ' s, and t h e  Vlahovich' s, and 
S ta rkov i t z ' s ,  and a l l  of those  northenders  who were coa l  miners ,  they  
were a l l  Republicans. Dad t o l d  me i t  was because he helped them g e t  
t h e i r  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  papers  when t h e i r  f a t h e r s  came over here .  And he 
s a i d ,  "But anyway t h e r e ' s  two c l a s s e s  of I r i s h , "  He s a i d ,  "Jus t  remember 
t h e r e ' s  a Republican I r i s h  and then t h e r e ' s  t h e  Shanty I r i sh . "  
( l augh te r )  I n  a joking way, I mean. He wasn't  f a c e t i o u s  about it. H e  
was f a c e t i o u s  about it, but  he d i d n ' t  mean anything by i t .  But it was 
t h e  t r u t h .  H i s  family were Republican i n  Pennsylvania. They came out  t o  
I l l i n o i s  from Pennsylvania.  H i s  family were coa l  miners. 

And t h a t ' s  where my dad go t  t h e  nickname of Smokey. H e  s t a r t e d  school  i n  
Lincoln, He was e i g h t  yea r s  old.  And he s t a r t e d  t o  school i n  Lincoln a t  
S t ,  p a r r i c k ' s  School. And t h e  sister asked him where he l i v e d  be fo re  he 
moved t o  Lincoln. She s a i d ,  "William, where d id  you l ive? ' '  And he s a i d ,  



"Shamokin, Pennsylvania." And those  I r i s h  thought t h a t  was funny, and 
they c a l l e d  him Smokey from t h a t  time on. And it  was handed down t o  me. 
My name's t he  same a s  my f a t h e r ,  W i l l i a m  Downey. But t h a t ' s  how I g o t  
in .  I mean I r e a l l y  was r a i s e d  i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  atmosphere. 

I remember l i v i n g  a s  a  young [boy]-my f a t h e r  had a  h o t e l  i n  Lincoln 
between times he was out  of p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e .  And t h e r e  was a  newspaper 
next  door t o  us ,  t h e  S t a r .  And I can remember them f l a s h i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  - 
r e s u l t s  on the  screen  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  depot a t  n i g h t  
when t h e  e l e c t i o n  l i g h t s  were going. E lec t ion  i n  those days, t h a t ' s  how 
they got  t h e  information. And t h a t ' s  how I r e a l l y  got  i n t o  t h e  newspaper 
bus iness  t oo  from t h a t  angle .  

But my f a t h e r  w a s  i n  t h e  cou r t  house i n  Logan County i n  1908. He'd 
served i n  t he  Spanish-American War, and he came back t o  Lincoln and 
wasn't much t o  do t h e r e  so he came down t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  and got  a  job i n  
t h e  c o a l  mines he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  He went t o  n i g h t  school.  A man by 
t h e  name of Gue Thompson of Lincoln was e l ec t ed  c i r c u i t  c l e r k  up t h e r e  i n  
1908, and he was looking f o r  an  I r i s h ,  Cathol ic  Republican t o  go i n t o  h i s  
o f f i c e .  And they t o l d  him about my dad. And Dad went back t o  Lincoln 
then i n  1908. I beg your pardon, 1904. 1904, r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  Spanish 
war. 1904, he went back t o  Lincoln and he was deputy c i r c u i t  c l e r k  from 
1904 u n t i l  1912. And then  my f a t h e r  ran  f o r  c i r c u i t  c l e r k  t h a t  year  i n  
Logan County, and he go t  bea t  i n  t h e  Bul l  Moose l ands l ide .  That w a s  t h e  
year t h a t  Teddy Roosevelt  r an  and s p l i t  t h e  Republican par ty .  And my dad 
went down i n  de fea t .  

So then  he opened up a  h o t e l  and he was i n  t h e  hotel f o r  t e n  years .  And 
when p r o h i b i t i o n  came along he folded t h e  ho te l .  He s a i d  t h e r e  was no 
money t o  be made i n  t h e  h o t e l  a s  long you d i d n ' t  have the  saloon wi th  i t .  
Then he l a t e r  went wi th  t h e  county c l e r k  up there .  A man by t h e  name of 
Mowrey w a s  e l e c t e d  i n  1922. And Dad went wi th  him and then  he s tayed i n  
t h a t  o f f  i c e  until he d ied  i n  1935. 

So I had a p o l i t i c a l  background. So when I g o t  over t o  watch t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  back i n  1929 t h e r e ,  oh, I was seeing th ings  t h a t  was g r e a t  i n  
my book. Because l a t e r  on I was o f f e red  a  job i n  Decatur.  And It was 
organizing t h e  g u i l d  over t h e r e  o r  something. And they had a s t r i k e  o r  
something. But anyway Dave F e l t s  used t o  be i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  wrote a  
column and was a  s p o r t s  e d i t o r  and wrote an e d i t o r i a l  and was ch ief  
w r i t e r  f o r  the  Decatur Herald. 

He moved t o  Decatur wi th  t h e  Lindsey papers  and they wanted me t o  work 
f o r  them. He c a l l e d  m e  up and wanted m e  t o  come over t he re .  They 
o f f e red  me f i v e  d o l l a r s  more a  week than I was making i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  
That put me up t o  about t h i r t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s ,  I think.  I was making 
t h i r t y  then. And I went over t o  Decatur and I spent  a day and went 
around. But t h e  S t a l e y  S tarch  Works and t h e  c i t y  h a l l  and t h e  Mueller 
ironworks, and county bu i ld ing  t h e r e  d i d n ' t  hold t h e  l u r e  f o r  me t h a t  t h e  
S t a t e  House i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  d id .  Whether it was my p o l i t i c a l  background, 
bu t  i t  was t h e  c e n t e r  of th ings .  

So I came back he re  and I t o l d  Emil Smith the  e d i t o r  of t he  paper.  I 
s a i d ,  "I 've got  a  chance t o  go t o  Decatur f o r  f i v e  d o l l a r s  a  week more." 
H e  s a i d ,  "Well, why don ' t  you take  t h e  job?" Well, I s a i d ,  "I d i d n ' t  do 



it." I s a i d ,  "1 'm going t o  s t a y  here." Well, t h e  next  week t h e r e  was a 
two d o l l a r  pay r a i s e  i n  my check so  i t  worked ou t  t h a t  way. 

But covering t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  l i t t l e  by l i t t l e ,  n o t  r egu la r ly .  I never 
covered i t  r egu la r ly .  But i t  g ive  me a background on I l l i n o i s  
s i t u a t i o n s .  And then  I s tayed  on t h e  Journa l .  And I g o t  t o  know t h e  
l e g i s l a t o r s  very  well .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  when p roh ib i t i on  went out  of e f f e c t .  
Of course,  I used t o  s e e  them i n  the  bootlegging j o i n t s  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  
when they used t h e  S t .  Nicholas Hotel and t h e  Leland [Hotel] .  They 
were--oh, t h e  S t .  Nicholas r e a l l y  was the  one where they hung out .  They 
used t o  p u l l  an  a c t  t he re .  They would g e t  guys t h a t ,  t he  new l e g i s l a t o r s  
would come down he re  and they would s c a r e  t h e  d a y l i g h t s  out  of them. 
They would bring--they'd t e l l  them, "Oh, my God. Look down the re .  Look 
a t  those guys, they'd push a guy out  t h e  window." Well, t h e  window was 
about,  about two f e e t  below t h e  window was a ledge and they'd g e t  up 
there .  And these  guys, "Oh, you saw tha t . "  And then  they would d r i v e  
these  people crazy. And these  guys r an  about and they wouldn't know what 
happened. And we used t o  g e t  c a l l s  i n  t he  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n .  That ' s  how I 
go t  t o  know and t h e  p o l i c e  would go down and say,  "The guy j u s t  jumped 
out  t h e  window." They'd c a l l  t h e  po l i ce .  And I would fo l low t h e  p o l i c e  
down t h e r e  and t h i s  w a s  what had happened. Af te r  a while  you knew what 
was going on. But it  was funny. But I g o t  t o  know t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s .  

Well, t h e  boot legging j o i n t s ,  go t  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  t h a t  were always vo t ing  
dry. They hung around t h e  boot legging j o i n t s  as much as those  t h a t  were 
always vo t ing  wet. But t h a t  was how I got  t o  know these  people. And 
then  when p r o h i b i t i o n  was repealed and the  h o t e l s  opened up, t h e s e  people 
around, t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  would go--the Lake Club was then known a s  t h e  
V i l l a  Valencia. And the  h o t e l s ,  and oh, t h e r e  were g r e a t  s p o t s  around 
Spr ingf ie ld .  And I go t  t o  know them a l l  i n  t h e r e  and then  I would always 
g e t  over t o  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  on an e x t r a  assignment o r  something and I go t  
t o  know t h e s e  people.  

One man I g o t  t o  know r e a l  wel l  was Dick Lyons. He was a g r e a t  t a l k e r .  
H e  was from up i n  L i b e r t y v i l l e .  H e  was a Republican, of course ,  And I ' d  
seen  him, he would appear out  a t  t h e  Lake Club. What's now t h e  Lake 
Club. The V i l l a  Valencia.  He w a s  a n e a t  mimic--he could mimic Maurice 
Cheval ier  b e t t e r  than  Cheval ier  himself .  He'd g e t  t he  s t r a w  h a t  on t h e  
s i d e  of h i s  head and go out  and he would s ing .  And I mean he was a r i o t .  

Well, one n igh t  down a t  t h e  Abe Lincoln Hote l ,  Lyons was walking through 
t h e  lobby and he was going down t o  t h e  tavern.  And Senator  B i l l  Connors 
from Chicago who was a Democrat and was i n  t he  house a t  t h a t  time. Lyons 
had made a speech a g a i n s t  Horner on the  f l o o r  of t h e  house. And Connor 
and I were s i t t i n g  t h e r e  i n  t h e  h o t e l ,  it was i n  kind of a ba r  room, And 
Connors s a i d  a few choice words. "You so  and so." And he smacked Lyons. 
Hey, I ' m  a r e p o r t e r  on t h e  paper and I saw it. So I went back t o  t h e  
o f f i c e  and I t o l d  them, "I j u s t  s a w  a guy. He's a member of t he  house 
h i t  another  one, But nothing happened." I s a i d ,  "Somebody stepped i n  
and they broke i t  up. The guy was Dick Lyons. And he made t h a t  speech 
a g a i n s t  Horner." Well they s a i d ,  "Did anything happen?'' I s a i d ,  "No, 
t h e  p o l i c e  d i d n ' t  do anything." And it  was a l l  over with. And l e t  it go 
a t  t h a t .  



So the  next  day I saw Lyons on t h e  s t r e e t  and I s a i d ,  " I ' m  Smokey Downey 
and I d i d n ' t  w r i t e  t h e  s t o r y  about t h e  f i g h t ,  I saw t h e  a f f a i r  l a s t  
n igh t  wi th  Connors." Oh he s a i d ,  "My God, thanks." I s a i d ,  "I d i d n ' t  
w r i t e  anything about it. I d id  t e l l  my paper about it though." Oh he 
s a i d ,  "Yes, we were both dr inking."  And he s a i d ,  "Let i t  go." And I 
s a i d ,  "Well," and he s a i d ,  "Thank you very  much. I won't f o r g e t  it." I 
s a i d ,  "Okay." I g o t  t o  know him very  w e l l  a f t e r  t h a t .  And a l s o  Connors. 

Q: Was t h a t  Botchy Connors? 

A: Yes, t h a t  was Botchy. I f  you knew him, you d i d n ' t  c a l l  him t h a t .  
You c a l l e d  him Senator  Connors o r  B i l l  Connors. Anybody t h a t  c a l l e d  him 
Botchy, they  never got  any f avor s  from him, I can t e l l  you t h a t .  I was 
t o l d  t h a t  e a r l y  i n  my c a r e e r .  

Anyway Lyons, i n  1938, became t h e  Republican candida te  f o r  United S t a t e s  
sena tor .  And I was st i l l  on t h e  Journa l  and t h e  boss  and I--Emil Smith 
t h e  e d i t o r  of t he  paper--he and I had a f a l l i n g  out  because of some 
th ings .  I was covering t h e  s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e .  And he had t o l d  
m e  about something t h a t  was going on i n  t h e  gambling i n  Spr ing f i e ld .  
Smith being a former mayor he re  probably knew a l l  about i t ,  too. But I 
would never g e t  any s t o r i e s  about gambling i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  papers.  A s  a 
p o l i c e  r e p o r t e r  I would f i n d  out  about them, They never c a r r i e d  it. 

So anyway Smith f i r e d  me. Oh, one day l i k e  maybe i t  was June of 1938, 
and I was a t  t h e  Abe Lincoln Hotel when t h e  t r a i n  came i n  from Chicago 
t h a t  n i g h t ,  and i t  w a s  l i k e  on a Monday he f i r e d  me. And Dick Lyons was 
there .  And he s a i d ,  "Hey, Smoke, what a r e  you doing?" And I s a i d ,  
"Nothing. I ' m  looking f o r  work." He s a i d ,  "What do you mean you're  
looking?" I s a i d ,  "I j u s t  go t  f i r e d  t h i s  a f te rnoon from t h e  paper. When 
I worked oh, I g o t  a l e t t e r  t h a t  I w a s  through." And I s a i d ,  "Smith 
f i r e d  me." Well he s a i d ,  "You know, you s a i d  some nas ty  th ings  about 
him." I s a i d ,  "Well, I d i d n ' t  say any nas ty  th ings  about him. I j u s t  
t o l d  you what t h e  s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y  t o l d  me here.  That he w a s  involved, 
n o t  him personal ly  i n  t h e  gambling, b u t  he knew what was going on and he 
wouldn't w r i t e  i t  and so  on." 

And he s a i d ,  "Hey, I g o t  a job f o r  you. I need somebody t o  go downstate 
with our candidates ."  And he s a i d ,  "You know downstate. Why don ' t  you 
do it?" He s a i d ,  "What are you making over there?" I s a i d ,  "Forty 
d o l l a r s  a week." H e  s a i d ,  "You're going t o  g e t  f i f t y . "  So I was out  of 
work two hours and I g o t  a t e n  d o l l a r  r a i s e .  That ' s  how I g o t  i n .  The 
1938 campaign then  I t r ave l ed  a l l  over t he  s t a t e  with t h e  t h r e e  
candida tes  t h a t  were what they  c a l l e d  t h e  minor candida tes  then. 

The two candida tes  were congressmen-at-large, Simon Lance and Steven A. 
Day, Lance w a s  a farmer from Congervi l le  and Steven A. Day was from up 
a t  Evanston. And B i l l  McCaully from down a t  Olney, I l l i n o i s ,  he was 
candida te  f o r  s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r .  So when those three--and they had t h e i r  
l i t t l e  caravan. Lyons w a s  t h e  candida te  f o r  United S t a t e s  sena tor .  He  
went a lone  then. H e  t r a v e l e d  around Chicago and t h e  nor thern  t e r r i t o r y .  
And these  guys would go, they 'd s p l i t  up and go down t h e  s t a t e .  So I ' d  
t r a v e l  w i th  these  people a l l  over t h e  s t a t e .  And i n  those days the  p r e s s  
agent ,  you went i n t o  t h e  newspaper o f f i c e  and t h e r e  was one i n  every 
town. And you'd s i t  i n  t he re .  And they were de l igh ted  t o  s e e  you 



because you could s i t  and w r i t e  your s t o r y  and say what they'd s a id  and 
bang. There w a s  no r a d i o  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  But you'd s i t  i n  t h e r e  
and you made every p l ace  i n  t h e  state. 

And I remember d i s t i n c t l y  one n igh t  how b ig  t h e  s t a t e  w a s ,  w a s  brought t o  
my a t t e n t i o n .  We were i n  Winnetka, I l l i n o i s ,  and Bernice Van d e r  Vr ies  
w a s  t he re .  She w a s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I knew he r  then and we were 
going t o  have a meeting i n  Winnetka, I l l i n o i s ,  a t  t h e  c i t y  h a l l  and i t  
was going t o  be ou t s ide .  Well, we had snow i n  Winnetka i n  October, t h e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of October. And they moved t h e  meeting i n s i d e  t o  t h e  c i t y  
h a l l  o r  t h e  town h a l l  whatever i t  was. And we had our  meeting there .  
These t h r e e  candida tes  were there .  And then  they go t  on t h e i r  way 
because t h e  next  day we had t o  be i n  Cairo, I l l i n o i s .  I pronounce i z  
Cairo because I w a s  i n  Cairo during t h e  war. It 's Kay Row down t h e r e  and 
i t ' s  Ky Row i n  Egypt. And we had t o  be down i n  Cairo then. We drove 
from Winnetka t o  Danv i l l e  t h a t  n ight .  And we s tayed i n  Danvi l le  and then 
t h e  next  day we were down i n  Cairo, I l l i n o i s  and t h a t  a rea .  And t h e r e  
they were picking c o t t o n  down the re .  That was my f i r s t  r e a l i z a t i o n  of 
how b i g  I l l i n o i s  r e a l l y  was. It was snowing t h e  n igh t  before  i n  Winnetka 
and we went t o  t h e  I l l i n o i s  border ,  and I thought "oh, boy." But we 
covered t h e  s t a t e ,  we were i n  every county. 

And t h a t ' s  how I g o t  i n t o  p o l i t i c s .  Lyons go t  bea t  bu t  oh, he  r an  a 
tremendous race .  It wasn't decided u n t i l  about seven o 'c lock t h e  next  
morning when some of t hose  w e s t  s i d e  wards came i n  from Chlcago. And two 
years  before  t h a t  Roosevelt  c a r r i e d  t h e  s t a t e  by something l i k e  six o r  
seven hundred thousand. And Lance c u t  i t  down t o  about e igh ty ,  I th ink  
i t  was. But t h e  Republicans e l ec t ed  the  major i ty  i n  t h e  House of 
Representat ives .  

And a f e l l ow by t h e  name of Hugh Cross from down a t  J e r s e y v i l l e  was 
e l ec t ed  Speaker of t h e  House and he asked me  t o  come i n  and he lp  him out  
when he  w a s  running f o r  speaker.  Which I d id .  I ' d  been all over t h e  
s t a t e  and he thought t h a t  I knew people t h a t  could g e t  t o  t h e  
l e g i s l a t o r s ,  I guess.  Anyway he was e l ec t ed .  Cross bea t  Schnackenberg 
who w a s  minor i ty  l eade r  i n  t h e  previous l e g i s l a t u r e .  And he became 
speaker and he asked me t o  go with him. I f  he  hadn ' t  of I d o n ' t  know 
what I ' d  have done, bu t  I ob l ig ing ly  went with him. I 'll never f o r g e t  i t  
because I w a s  g e t t i n g  e ighteen  d o l l a r s  a day, seven days a week. I 
thought,  "oh. " 

A s  a mat te r  of f a c t  i n  t h e  Republican campaign of 1938, t h e r e  was a t  one 
time t h a t  t h e  Republicans d i d n ' t  have enough money t o  pay me. They were 
paying me f i f t y  d o l l a r s  a week. But t hese  men, t h e  candida tes  f o r  
Congress and state t r e a s u r e r ,  they took c a r e  of my food and a l s o  t h e  
room, wherever I s tayed .  They picked up t h e  tab.  And f i n a l l y  a l l  of a 
sudden t h e r e  w a s  some Republican money s t a r t e d  coming i n ,  I th ink  I had 
e i g h t ,  n i n e  hundred d o l l a r s  a check. I never had a check l i k e  t h a t  i n  my 
l i f e .  And s o  I w a s  l i v i n g  on easy s t r e e t .  And t h a t  w a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
those  days. That g ive  me an idea  t h a t  p o l i t i c s  w a s  tu rn ing .  

People were g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  d isgus ted  with Roosevelt. Of course,  i t  was 
1938 and t h e  economy wasn't a l l  t h a t  g r e a t ,  t h e  t h ings  t h a t  Roosevelt  had 
been t a l k i n g  about,  t h e  country hadn ' t  turned around a t  all. If it 
hadn' t  been f o r  t h e  s c a r e  i n  Europe and t h e  w a r ,  I d o n ' t  th ink  he'd 



ever--but t h a t  was n e i t h e r  he re  nor  there .  But anyway, I s t i l l  c a r r y  my 
th inking  of Roosevelt  t o  t h i s  day. And i t ' s  no t  good. 

But anyway, I went wi th  Hugh Cross a s  Speaker of t h e  House. And he 
decided t o  run f o r  l i e u t e n a n t  governor i n  1940 and I managed h i s  campaign 
i n  1940. H e  was e l ec t ed  l i e u t e n a n t  governor. So then i t  was another  
s t e p  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  ladder .  From t h e r e  t he  war broke out ,  and then  I 
went i n t o  t h e  se rv i ce .  I never  graduated from the  Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s  
when I went over t he re .  I go t  kicked out  i n  f a c t .  

Q: Why d id  you g e t  kicked out?  

A: Oh, s eve ra l  th ings .  I knew more than the  p ro fe s so r s  d id  i n  t h e  
newspaper business .  I was t ak ing  journalism, and I passed my Spanish. I 
had Spanish. They would g ive  me biology and 1 had t o  take  chemistry.  I 
d i d n ' t  want any of t h a t  s t u f f .  I wanted t h e  English. I passed t h e  
English and the  l i t e r a t u r e  and t h a t ,  bu t  then t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  problem. 

One n igh t  a t  t h e  Axe Gr inder ' s  Ba l l  I had a b o t t l e  of whiskey wi th  me and 
everybody e l s e  had one. But I broke mine before  t h e  guy picked u s  a l l  up 
around t h e  place.  And he s a i d ,  "I saw you break tha t . "  I spent  t h e  
n igh t  i n  t h e  Champaign County J a i l .  So I went back to--well, went on 
probat ion  the  f i r s t  semester  and when I got  over t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  dean 
about g e t t i n g  back i n ,  he brought up, he s a i d ,  "Well, t h e r e  was a n igh t  
i n  t h e  Champaign County Jail." And I s a i d ,  "Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I was 
t h e  one." He s a i d ,  "I know they d i d n ' t  f i n d  anything on you, d i d  they?" 
I s a i d ,  "No." He s a i d ,  "Well, I guess t h a t  was your newspaper experience 
from your days i n  Spr ingf ie ld ."  I hadn ' t  been i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  y e t ,  bu t  i t  
w a s  my newspaper days. And I s a i d ,  "Yes, I threw it away." So I got  ou t  
of t he re ,  had t o  go t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  and got  t h i s  job a t  t h e  Journa l .  

When t h e  w a r  broke o u t ,  I went t o  t h e  navy. I ' d  appl ied  f o r  a commission 
and you had t o  have a co l l ege  degree. But they g ive  you c r e d i t  i f  you 
worked f i v e  years  on a daily newspaper, me t ropo l i t i an  paper,  t h a t  was an 
equiva len t .  So I became, I w a s  commissioned i n  t h e  navy, and I w a s  an 
o f f i c e r .  Then dur ing  t h e  war yea r s  I w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Chicago t o  t ake  
over ,  I was i n  charge of t h e  p r e s s  f o r  t he  navy i n  t h e  Chicago d i s t r i c t  
there .  The reason t h a t  they  picked me was t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of guys f a r  more 
t a l e n t e d  than I was a s  f a r  a s  t he  newspaper bus iness  was concerned. 

They were from t h e  Chicago Tribune o r  t h e  Chicago Daily News, and i n  
those  days t h e  Dai ly  News was run by Frank Knox who l e f t  t he  Republican 
p a r t y  and went wi th  Roosevelt  i n  1936 a f t e r  he was a candidate .  He was a 
candida te  f o r  v i c e  p re s iden t  i n  1936, Frank Knox was. The Chicago 
Tribune hated him from t h a t  t ime on; McCormick did.  And then  Roosevelt  
picked Knox as h i s  s e c r e t a r y  of navy when we  go t  i n t o  t h e  w a r .  So I ' m  i n  
Chicago a t  t h e  Great  Lakes wi th  a l l  t he se  exper t  newspaper guys from 
Chicago t h a t  were both e i t h e r  t h e  Dai ly  News and t h e  Tribune and the 
American, and they  d i d n ' t  want any of those  guys i n  t h e r e  who they had 
picked. 

So they picked me t o  t ake  over t h e  p re s s .  Didn't  h u r t  me a b i t  because 
i t  gave me  a good background. Well, I had a background i n  t h e  newspaper 
bus iness  and they d i d n ' t  want any--if they'd picked somebody from t h e  
Tribune, Knoxls paper they were a f r a i d  would have been given them h e l l  



and v i c e  versa .  I f  they 'd picked t h e  Dai ly  News guy t h e  Tribune wouldn't 
have let up on them, So t h a t ' s  why they picked me. That ' s  how you f a l l  
i n t o  th ings .  Now i t  i s n ' t  j u s t  because you're a bench warmer and no 
b ra ins  a t  a l l .  But then a l o t  of t imes you f a l l  i n t o  t h ings  because 
you're  t he  l e s s e r  of two e v i l s .  Now whether I was one of t h e  e v i l s  o r  
no t ,  I w a s  j u s t  fo r tuna te .  B u t  anyway I handled t h e  job. 

And t h a t ' s  how--I w a s  i n  t h e r e  f o r ,  then  I was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  OSS. I 
d i d n ' t  know where I was going. I got  a s e c r e t  o rde r  t o  r e p o r t  t o  
Washington. And so I went down t h e r e  and I was assessed.  And went 
through t h e  t r a i n i n g  school  and was put  i n  charge of t h e  I t a l i a n  speaking 
desk, s p e c i a l  opera t ions  o r  s e c r e t  opera t ions .  And t h e  only knowledge 
t h a t  I had of I t a l i a n  was from serv ing  masses and speaking L a t i n ,  
l ea rn ing  L a t i n  a t  mass as a kid.  But t h e r e  I was. But it was not  
background as a newspaper man, I be l ieve .  And my p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i n c t s  
that--so I was s e n t  out  t o  t he  people t h a t  spoke t h e  language. 

And I remember P e t e r  O r t i z  who w a s  with t he  underground i n  France, spoke 
t h r e e  o r  four  languages. I went out  wi th  him and a couple of o t h e r  guys 
t ha t  I c a n ' t  remember. ~ o e s n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  what t h e i r  names are, 
I ' d  remember them. But we t r ave l ed  around, picked up, r e c r u i t e d  young 
men t o  go behind t h e  l i n e s  i n  I t a l y  t h a t  had t h e i r  f r i e n d s  over t h e r e ,  
had t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  over t he re .  So I d i d  t h a t .  

And l a t e r  on I was s e n t  ou t  on an  assignment. I was looking f o r  t h e  
German r ad io  con t ro l  bomb. That was my own assignment t h a t  I was 
assigned myself.  So I t r i ed - - tha t ' s  when I f i r s t  went t o  England and 
down t o  Alg iers .  And then t o  Rome and Naples, over t o  Cairo as they c a l l  
i t .  It 's Ky Row over there .  It w a s  Ray Row i n  I l l i n o i s .  So i t ' s  Cairo 
over there .  And I went a l l  through t h e  Middle East .  I was i n  Be i ru t  and 
Tehran and I r a q ,  And we found it. And it  was j u s t  on t h e  edge of--we 
found i t  i n  France. We found t h e  bomb, I mean, wi th  t h e  [U.S.] Army 
I n t e l l i g e n c e  and a l l  t h i s .  So t h a t  was my experience. 

And when I go t  back, s e e  I was wi th  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor when I went 
i n .  So when I came back I had a chance t o  go t o  work f o r  Twentieth 
Century Fox i n  New York. Spi ro  Skouras was h i s  bro ther .  Spi ro  Skouras 
w a s  p re s iden t  of Twentieth Century Fox. H i s  b ro the r  George Skouras was 
i n  OSS and he and I were i n  t h e  same OSS t r a i n i n g  school toge ther .  And I 
remember how they would send us around a f t e r  nobody knew who we were. 
And we s a t  around. And I s a i d ,  "I t h i n k  you come from t h a t  family of 
t h e a t r i c a l  people t h a t  run t h e a t r e s  down i n  St. ~ o u i s . "  I s a i d ,  "You're 
a Greek." And t h a t ' s  a l l .  Because he knew too  many movie stars. And I 
was r i g h t .  It was j u s t  a guess. So I went down t o  work f o r  h i s  b ro the r ,  
Spi ro  Skouras a f te rwards  i n  New York. 

But I wanted t o  g e t  back t o  I l l i n o i s .  I had a daughter i n  t h e  meantime 
t h a t  was born i n  1942. And I wanted t o  g e t  back home. So you never know 
what would have happened i f  I had s tayed there. But t h a t  was it. And 
then  Cross was going t o  run  f o r  governor. And i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  Connors who 
I met t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  Dick Lyons had t h e  f i g h t  i n  1937, he was t h e  
Democrat l eade r  i n  t h e  sena te  then. And we never had any problems a t  
a l l .  He w a s  one of my b e s t  f r i e n d s .  



So Cross wanted me t o  come back then. Green was governor and he wanted 
me t o  go t o  work f o r  him. And I wouldn't do i t  because I s a i d ,  "You 
going t o  run  f o r  a t h i r d  term?" I remember t e l l i n g  him t h a t  i n  t h a t  
mansion. I s a i d ,  "You going t o  run f o r  a t h i r d ? "  Well, he d i d n ' t  know 
y e t  bu t  he s a i d ,  "I 'd  l i k e  t o  have you i n  my o f f i ce . "  Well, I went t o  
t a l k  t o  Cross about it. He s a i d ,  "Well, I can1 t pay you what t h e y ' r e  
paying you, what they1 11 pay you." I don1 t know what i t  was. Let '  s say 
i t  w a s  about ,  they  o f f e red  me about e i g h t  thousand, I th ink .  Cross 
o f f e red ,  he was going t o  g ive  me six. And then  he s a i d ,  "I'll g ive  you 
seven." So I stayed wi th  him. Because I thought he was going t o  run f o r  
governor. And he was going t o  run  f o r  governor, but  he backed down a t  
t h e  last because Green and h i s  people were going t o  run anyway. You 
could t e l l  t h a t  t h e  th ing  was changing a l i t t l e .  So Cross d i d n ' t  run. 

Q: What do you mean it  w a s  changing a l i t t l e ?  

A: Well, Green had been i n  1940 and he was e l ec t ed  i n  1940 and aga in  i n  
1944. This  was 1948 now. And t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  Green running f o r  a t h i r d  
term. That was bad. And Cross had been h i s  l i e u t e n a n t  governor and then  
t o  come out  and f i g h t  t h a t  man then  he'd have t h e  Green people mad a t  him 
i f  he was beaten i n  t h e  primary. And anyway, t h e r e  was some--well, h i s  
wife  got  some threatening-- in those  days she go t  some th rea t en ing  mai l  
down i n  J e r s e y v i l l e  about ,  "don't l e t  your husband run, don' t do t h i s  o r  
tha t . "  So anyway he backed away from it which was a l l  r i g h t .  He d i d n ' t  
run. So he got  ou t  of p o l i t i c s .  So I wasnl t i n  t h a t  campaign i n  1948. 

And I ' m  br inging  t h a t  up no t  because t h e  Republicans l o s t ,  bu t  they  d i d ,  
Green was bea t  by Stevenson. You'd never--if Cross would have g o t t e n  t h e  
nomination f o r  governor, you'd never heard of Stevenson. Cross would 
have bea ten  him--because Stevenson was--he hadn ' t  been i n  I l l i n o i s  a s  I 
t o l d  you e a r l i e r ,  f i f t e e n  years .  Well, l i k e  T s a i d  before  Stevenson, 
g iv ing  him another  fou r  years  and a second term a s  governor,  he would 
have been a b l e  t o  assemble enough knowledge and gathered enough 
operational--he came down he re  and t h e  only people he knew were the  
Chicago p o l i t i c i a n s  t h a t  put  him i n .  

Well, i n  those days i t  was--of course,  they  were knowledgeable, too. But 
they hadn' t  been i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  i n  e i g h t  years  i n  charge of t h e  
governor 's  o f f i c e .  And when Horner was down he re  and t h e r e  was t h a t  feud 
i n  Chicago between Kelly and Horner, and t h a t  went back. So I go t  ou t  of 
p o l i t i c s  then  because I d i d n ' t  go i n  t o  t h e  1948 campaign. 

And then  S t r a t t o n  one n i g h t  i n  1950 when he was running f o r  s t a t e  
t r e a s u r e r  he c a l l e d  m e  from Pinckneyvi l le ,  I l l i n o i s ,  and he s a i d ,  "Smoke, 
what a r e  you doing?" And I s a i d ,  "Well, what do you want?" He s a i d ,  
"I 've go t  t o  t a l k  t o  you. W i l l  you come up t o  Spr ing f i e ld  t on igh t  and be 
a t  our p lace  about e i g h t  o 'clock." And he s a i d ,  "I 've got  t hese  guys 
beat." And I s a i d ,  "These guys, who?" And he mentioned and t h e r e  was 
Marian of Chicago, Louis Nelson, t h e  Cook County t r e a s u r e r ,  and t h e r e  was 
Jimmy Simpson running and t h e r e  was a fe l low from C e n t r a l i a ,  t h e  mayor 
down the re .  H e  a r r i v e d  t h e r e  and he went through, he'd been t r a v e l i n g  
around the s t a t e  h imsel f .  H e  had been e l ec t ed  i n  t h e  1940 campaign t h a t  
I was i n  wi th  Hugh Cross.  



S t r a t t o n  w a s  e l ec t ed  a s  congressman i n  t h a t  campaign. He ran  f o r  
congressman-at-large and he was t h e  youngest member of t h e  Congress a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  And then  he  was e l ec t ed  a s  state t r e a s u r e r  i n  1942. Then he 
ran  f o r  t h e  Republican nomination i n  1944 f o r  s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  and he 
g o t  bear .  And then  i n  1946 t h e  man was out  of p o l i t i c s .  I mean, I was 
with Cross i n  1946, l i e u t e n a n t  governor. And I d i d n ' t  th ink  S t r a t t o n  was 
g e t t i n g  a very f a i r  shake of t he  p o l i t i c a l  t r e e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  They 
weren't doing much f o r  him, He  had opposed Green i n  t h e  1944 campaign. 
H e  ran  f o r  s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e ,  bu t  Green w a s  f o r  somebody else [Arnold 
Benson] and they bea t  S t r a t t o n .  I wasn't i n  t h a t  campaign. 

And then  S t r a t t o n  r an  f o r  congressman-at-large and he r an  a g a i n s t  Emily 
Ta f t  Douglas. But he wasn't g e t t i n g  any he lp  from anybody, I d i d n ' t  
think.  So I t o l d  Cross,  I s a i d ,  "There's nobody he lp ing  him out  ." The 
war was over s o  I s a i d ,  "I 'd l i k e  t o  g e t  up t h e r e  and he lp  t h e  k i d  ou t ,  
h e l p  t h a t  young man out." So I went t o  Chicago and I took Marvin 
MacAlister with me. We were a l l  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  toge ther ,  MacAlister,  
Barnie  Kahn from Pekin and myself. We went up the re .  MacAlister was a 
P ro t e s t an t ,  and I was a Cathol ic ,  and Kahn was a Jew. And so t h e r e  was 
some ques t ion  about S t r a t t o n  having helped t h e  German ambassador back i n  
the days when he was f i r s t  i n  Congress. He  signed a p e t i t i o n  on 
something t h a t  had t o  do wi th  s t ay ing  out  of t h e  war o r  something. So we  
s e n t  Kahn with him when he'd go i n t o  t h e  Jewish a r e a s  i n  Chicago. And 
I ' d  go wi th  him i n  t h e  Cathol ic  a r e a  and MacAlister would go wi th  him t o  
t h e  P ro t e s t an t  a r eas .  And we'd walk around, we'd in t roduce  ourse lves  
around t h a t  w e ' r e  fo r  t h i s  guy. H e ' s  n o t  any--well, he  was a r e l i g i o u s  
b igo t  they sa id  and a l l  t h a t .  Well, we sa id  t h a t ,  and we bea t  Emily Ta f t  
Douglas and we bea t  h e r  bad. And so t h a t  was his--so he went back t o  
Congress then. See t h a t  would be i n  1946. 

I Q: What w a s  it  t h a t  convinced you that you wanted t o  support  him? 

A: Well, I knew him. And he  asked me t o  he lp  him and I wasn't doing 
anything. And I wasn't  looking a t  i t  f o r  anything i n  t he  f u t u r e .  I 
l i ked  him a t  t h e  time. I mean, I s t i l l  l i k e  him. There's no ques t ion  
about t h a t .  

Q: Well, but  what I wonder i s  what was i t  about him? Obviously, you 
made an e f f o r t  t o  support  him and . . . 
A: Well, he w a s  a young man and we j u s t  go t  along. And he had a good 
name. And I could s e e  a p o t e n t i a l  i n  him i f  t h a t ' s  what you 're  t ry ing  t o  
g e t  me t o  say. 

I Q: Yes. 

A: Oh, wel l .  See h i s  f a t h e r  w a s  s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  and he g o t  bea t  i n  
t h e  1932 l a n d s l i d e  and t h e  name was s t i l l  good because h i s  f a t h e r  four  
years  l a t e r  go t  t h e  Republican nomination f o r  s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  and 
almost bea t  Ed Hughes t h a t  time. H i s  f a t h e r ,  of course,  was under 
Emmerson and he was i n  t h e  Department of Conservation. And he'd been, I 
mean, I know when he was running f o r  o f f i c e ,  when S t r a t t o n  was running 
f o r  o f f i c e  and every t i m e  we went i n t o  a town along t h e  r i v e r ,  t h e  
I l l i n o i s  River o r  t h e  Fox River ,  somebody i n  t h e r e  s t i l l  car ry ing  a badge 
t h a t  they were a deputy conserva t ion  something. They were some kind of 



i n spec to r s  o r  something and they  had honorary. Those people were s t i l l  
f o r  S t r a t ton .  That name meant something. 

So t h a t ' s  how I g o t  t o  know him. And of courae, I knew him because we 
t r ave l ed  i n  1940 i n  t h e  campaign. You must remember t h a t .  He was 
running f o r  congressman-at-large, and I was wi th  Cross and he went wi th  
us  i n  t h a t .  So we were a l l  t oge the r  i n  t h a t  group. And I got  t o  know 
h h .  And he would c a l l  on me. A l o t  of younger fe l lows  around him. 
Like the  same th ing  today. See, look a t  those  old so  and so ' s .  Why 
don' t  they l e t  t h e  younger guys take  i t ?  The s t o r y  was a s  t r u e  then  a s  
i t  is now, So t h a t  w a s  about it. 

So then  he ran  f o r  t r e a s u r e r  then  t h a t  t ime and he won i n  1950. And the  
day I went in t h e r e  I ' d  w r i t e  t h e  r e p o r t s  on--and I stopped a l l  t h a t  
bankers s t y l e  s t u f f .  I wrote s t o r i e s  t h a t  s a i d  what he was doing and 
showed t h a t  he was c u t t i n g  h i s  expenses and everything.  And he decided 
t o  run f o r  governor. 

Q: So you worked f o r  him whi le  he was t r ea su re r .  

A: Oh, yes. Sure. 

Q: And what was t h e  job? What was your job? 

A: I don' t  know what t h e  t i t l e  was. I was i n  there .  I s a i d ,  "1'11 
r e p o r t  t o  you. Nobody e l s e .  I ' m  no t  going t o  r e p o r t  t o  t he  a s s i s t a n t  
state t r e a s u r e r  and t h i s  and tha t . "  He s a i d ,  "No, j u s t  t o  me." And I 
s a i d ,  " A l l  r i g h t , "  Maybe we made i t  sound r a t h e r  fancy. 1 don ' t  know, 
admin i s t r a t i ve  a i d  t o  t h e  t r e a s u r e r  o r  something. P re s s  agent ,  t h a t ' s  
what I was. That ' s  what w e  c a l l e d  them i n  those days. 

Q: So when d id  he dec ide  t o  run f o r  governor? 

A: I would say t h e  day a f t e r  he was inaugurated as state t r e a s u r e r  i n  
1951. Well, I ' l l  t e l l  you. I n  t h e  primary of 1950 Louie Kramp was t h e  
c i t y  desk man i n  t h e  Associated P r e s s  i n  Chicago. Louie Kramp was h i s  
name. And he'd been i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  And I remember h i s  s t o r y  t h a t  h i t  
t h e  papers  throughout I1 l i n o i s  fol lowing t h e  Republican primary i n  A p r i l  
of t h a t  year ,  of 1950. H i s  s t o r y  was, and S t r a t t o n  got  t h e  nomination. 
H e  s a i d ,  "A Republican p o t e n t i a l  f o r  governor of t h e  s t a t e  of I l l i n o i s  
swept t h e  Republican primary yesterday f o r  s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r ,  W i l l i a m  G. 
S t ra t ton ."  

Q: I s n ' t  t h a t  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

A: That was t h e  lead paragraph. And it was t h e  t r u t h .  That t he  
Republicans were looking f o r  somebody and Green had been beaten. There 
w a s  no--everybody was going on. They d i d n ' t  have anybody i n  s t a t e  
o f f i c e .  And it said, "That t h e  candida te  o r  a man who w i l l  have t o  be 
d e a l t  with,  W i l l i a m  G. S t r a t t on . "  And I knew Louie Kramp down here ,  So 
something l i k e  t h a t  i n  those  days meant a l o t .  But t h a t ' s  how he go t  
there .  



Q: T e l l  m e  about t h e  campaign. 

A: Which campaign? 

Q: The 1952 campaign f o r  governor. 

A: Well, I ' v e  go t  t o  go now. I ' m  no t  going t o  have time t o  do t h a t  
today. 

Q: Okay, A l l  r i g h t .  

A: Well, we j u s t  s t a r t e d ,  t h a t ' s  another  fo r ty - f ive  minutes. 

Q: Okay. A l l  r i g h t .  
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Q: I 'd  l i k e  you t o  t a l k  today about S t r a t t o n ' s  campaign f o r  governor i n  
1952, 

A: Well, he  w a s  s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r .  And as I t o l d  you before ,  we had 
planned a l l  along i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r  t o  assemble a record 
t h a t  would be acceptab le  t o  t h e  people f o r  good government. When he  was 
s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r  and he went before  t h e  House and Senate Appropriat ions 
Committees f o r  t h e  monies t o  ope ra t e  h i s  o f f i c e  a s  t r e a s u r e r .  

His predecessor  had set up a proposed budget. S t r a t t o n  went before  t h e  
s e n a t e  and house committees and j u s t  s lashed t h e  d a y l i g h t s  ou t  of t h e  
budget. He s a i d ,  "There's no need t o  spend t h a t  kind of money." 
Natura l ly ,  we go t  some a t t e n t i o n  with t h a t .  And t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  j u s t  
shook t h e i r  heads. They couldn ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  a guy would come i n t o  
o f f i c e  and s l a s h  money. A l l  t h e  p r i o r  t r e a s u r e r s  and everybody e l s e  had 
been increas ing  t h e i r  budget. He was on c l o s e  penny watching yea r s  a s  
t r e a s u r e r  and he understood s t a t e  f inances .  You remember he was s t a t e  
t r e a s u r e r  before  and he'd been i n  t h e  Congress of t h e  United S t a t e s  
twice, and d i d n ' t  t ake  him long t o  know what w a s  going on. 

He set up h i s  own budget, He d i d n ' t  have a budget man come i n ,  a group 
of e x p e r t s  come i n ,  and t e l l  him how t o  fix it. H e  s a t  r i g h t  down and 
designed it, and l i n e  by l i n e  set up his budget. And we operated on t h e  
budget wi th  no problems. He d i d n ' t  h i r e  a l o t  of people,  he  wouldn't 
h i r e  people t h a t  wouldn't work. And t h a t  w a s  almost unheard of then. 
You were always a b l e  back i n  those  days t o  put  a few people on t h e  
p a y r a l l ,  But: he wouldn't go for t h a t .  And with t h a t  we s t a r t e d  making 
his plans  toward running f o r  governor,  And ins tead  of j u s t  a l e t t e r  i n  
t h e  monthly t r e a s u r e r ' s  r e p o r t  saying,  "Hello, how a r e  you f o l k s ,  t h e r e ' s  
so much money i n  t h e  t r e a s u r y  t h i s  month," and t h e  t r e a s u r e r ' s  r e p o r t  
went a l l  over t h e  s t a t e  t o  every newspaper. The main media i n  those  days 
w a s  t h e  newspaper. H e  had a message on t h e r e  about what t h e  s t a t e  i s  
doing t h a t  i s  wrong. I f  he  d i d n ' t  see something i n  some department he  
would mention it. 



Although he got  a long f i n e  wi th  Stevenson who was governor and he g o t  
along wi th  everybody e l s e .  He go t  along wi th  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  He knew 
h i s  own people there .  And, of course,  I had been i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a s  a 
l i a i s o n  wi th  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  wi th  Lieutenant  Governor Cross dur ing  1939 
and t h e  f o r t i e s .  So I knew some. He didn'  t have any problems wi th  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  and i n  f a c t  he never d id .  And t h a t ' s  when he f i n a l l y  decided 
t o  go f o r  governor. 

The competi t ion was p r e t t y  good. B i l l  Er ikson was p re s iden t  of t he  
county board of Cook County and he w a s  running f o r  governor. Richard 
P a t e s  Rowe from Jacksonv i l l e ,  he was a candida te  f o r  governor. He had 
been state t r e a s u r e r  and was backed by Governor Green and was Green's 
candida te  f o r  l i e u t e n a n t  governor when he w a s  defeated i n  1948. And 
t h e r e  w a s  one o t h e r  fe l low,  Park Livingston.  And S t r a t t o n ,  I t h i n k  was 
t h e  f i r s t  candida te  t o  use t e l e v i s i o n  adve r t i s ing .  I remember i t  wel l .  
I got  hold of a fe l low t h a t  I w a s  i n  t h e  navy wi th  who was i n  t h e  
a d v e r t i s i n g  bus iness  i n  Chicago and I discussed wi th  him how we could 
make some half-minute s p o t  announcements. One of them I remember 
d i s t i n c t l y  was when S t r a t t o n  w a s  s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r ,  he c u t  t h e  c o s t  of 
opera t ing  t h e  o f f i c e  down, down, down, d o l l a r s ,  d o l l a r s ,  d o l l a r s .  And we 
saved, I don' t  know how many m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s .  We put  t h a t  i n  t h e  ads  
and they went over b ig .  

While wi th  Stevenson, h i s  c o s t  kept  going up, up, up. And w e  used t h i s .  
And it had never been used before.  We used f i g u r e s  and people t o  
i l l u s t r a t e  them. W e  had two o r  t h r e e  more of those. And t h a t ' s  what we 
used i n  t h e  campaign. And it  was g r e a t .  And t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  was about 
e i g h t  thousand d o l l a r s  f o r  everything and t h a t  included two Chicago 
s t a t i o n s  and one i n  S t .  Louis. There wasn't any--Champaign, Peor ia ,  and 
t h e r e  was Te r re  Haute, Indiana,  I th ink .  And maybe Harr isburg had a 
s t a t i o n  then,  But w e  go t  those  on--it was t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  was ever  t r i e d .  
And t h a t  was i n  t h e  1952 campaign. This  was now i n  t h e  . . . 
Q: Primary? 

A: P a r t  of i t  was i n  t h e  primary. And another  th ing  t h a t  helped us  i n  
t h e  primary, of course ,  w a s  we l l  when I t o l d  you t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  day about 
t h e  banker 's  job and running f o r  t r e a s u r e r .  And we s e t  up a committee of 
businessmen i n  Chicago. And, of course,  he w a s  s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r  and he'd 
been state t r e a s u r e r  once before.  And f o r  what i n  those days would 
amount t o  very s u b s t a n t i a l  con t r ibu t ions .  I mean a l l  t h e  banks i n  t h e  
s t a t e  t h a t  had s t a t e  money, you could put  i t  anywhere i n  those  days. 
They would he lp  out  and such. But nothing l i k e  today. But I mean, a man 
gave you two o r  t h r e e  hundred d o l l a r s  t h a t  was a g r e a t  campaign 
con t r ibu t ion .  

And I remember one time i n  our  campaign, we l l  t h a t  w a s  i n  1952. That w a s  
i n  1955 o r  1956. I ' l l  have t o  t e l l  you about t h a t  l a t e r .  But  he sat 
o u t ,  s e e  t h e  Republicans were out  of power. And, of course,  Erikson i n  
Chicago was pres iden t  of t h e  county board, and he go t  i n t o  the  soup up 
t h e r e  wi th  the  west s i d e  b loc  and he was car ry ing  somebody on t h e  
pay ro l l .  And one of t h e  papers  exposed i t  o r  something. It was two o r  
t h r e e  people they were ca r ry ing  on t h e  p a y r o l l  and they  weren't  doing 
anything. And turned out  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a scandal  connected wi th  it and 
you could s e e  t h a t  Erikson wasn't going t o  win , . . It j u s t  h u r t  him 
t e r r i b l y .  



Q: Didn' t he drop out  of t h e  primary? 

A: No, he f i n a l l y  announced t h a t  he wasn't going t o  run, but  i t  was too  
l a t e  t o  g e t  h i s  name o f f  t h e  b a l l o t .  He w a s  asked by one of t he  
newspapermen up there--Jimmy Aducci, "Who put  so and so on t h e  payro l l , "  
t h e  newsman asked? Why he s a i d ,  "Erikson put  him on there .  There 's  no 
ques t ion  about t ha t . "  Aducci was i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a t  the  t h e  and he 
was f o r  S t r a t t o n .  When Aducci s a i d ,  "Why he is  Er ikson ' s  man," t h a t t  s 
a l l .  That took c a r e  of t h a t .  It was t h e  guy that--well, I c a n ' t  t h i n k  
of his name now--but he was a ward committeeman o r  something up the re .  
He was on t h e  p a y r o l l  doing nothing and oh t h a t  w a s  a t e r r i b l e  t h ing  
probably t o  g e t  ou t .  But S t r a t t o n  went on t o  win t h e  primary e a s i l y .  

Q: Do you th ink  he could of won i f  Erikson hadn' t  dropped out?  

A: Yes. They j u s t  s p l i t  up t h e  v o t e s  again.  Now t h e  man who r an  second 
was Livings ton,  Rowe from Jacksonv i l l e  who'd been t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
governor' s candida te  t h e  year  be fo re  o r  two years  before  f i n i shed  t h i r d .  
Livingston had a l o t  of s t r e n g t h  i n  t h a t  nor thern  t i e r  of count ies .  And 
he ran  second. But S t r a t t o n  won easy. But t o  g e t  t h e  nomination we 
c a r r i e d  downstate b i g  and he got  a very s u b s t a n t i a l  vo te  i n  t h e  
Republican p a r t s  of Cook County and Chicago. And t h e r e  were Republicans 
i n  t h e  cou r t  house i n  Chicago i n  those  days. And they had a good pa r ty ,  
they had a s u b s t a n t i a l  par ty .  They were e l e c t i n g  people t o  o f f i c e .  

Q: Were t h e r e  high p o i n t s  of t h a t  primary, t h ings  t h a t  you remember? 

A: Not n e c e s s a r i l y  because i t  was some kind of an easy campaign, I mean 
you f e l t  good about it. You d i d n ' t  have t o  do any d i r t y  t r i c k s  o r  
anything. And I was capable of doing it. 

Q: What was he l i k e  a s  a campaigner a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A: Oh, he was a good campaigner. He loved t o  campaign. He'd go house 
t o  house, and he'd go farmer t o  farmer. We'd d r i v e  by some p lace  and 
he'd see a farmer and he knew him. He t r ave l ed  the  state so  many times. 
H e  knew people. 

I remember one time when we'd stopped i n  Havana. Well, it was i n  t h e  
1950 campaign. And Char l i e  Cleveland who was then t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e d i t o r  
of t he  Chicago Dai ly  News w a s  t r a v e l i n g  wi th  us ,  and Cleveland and I went 
over t o  a ba r ,  And he s a i d ,  " I ' m  going t o  be gone f o r  about a ha l f  an 
hour. So Cleveland and I went t o  t h e  c l o s e s t  ba r ,  of course.  And when 
w e  go t  out  we sat i n  t h e  c a r  t o  d r i v e  back, we were d r i v i n g  t o  
Sp r ing f i e ld  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and he pul led  out  and he s a i d ,  "Smoke, t he  
sena to r ' s  law pa r tne r  w a s  very good." Senator Sco t t  Lucas who was 
running f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  as United S t a t e s  s ena to r  and h i s  l a w  p a r t n e r  a 
fe l low by t h e  name of Thomas up t h e r e ,  he was some s o r t  of a d i r e c t o r  of 
t h e  bank o r  something. H e  gave S t r a t t o n  who was running on the  
Republican t i c k e t  wi th  Dirksen who was running a g a i n s t  Lucas, f i v e  
hundred d o l l a r s  f o r  a campaign con t r ibu t ion .  

Q: Oh, my goodness. 



A: That' s one I remember very well .  And I remember him going t o  Cairo,  
I l l i n o i s .  Always t h e  bankers would come out  and s e e  you. But no t  only 
would t h e  b a k e r s  of t h e  community come and s e e  him, people who were 
along t h e  wa te r f ron t s  i n  those  r i v e r  towns, they would come up. They 
knew him. So he had a nucleus of a l o t  of people which w a s  necessary i n  
those  days. 

And he d i d n ' t  c a r e  much about t h e  t e l e v i s i o n .  It was j u s t  s t a r t i n g  and 
he d i d n ' t  want any p a r t  of i t  because i t  d i d n ' t  make him appear very  
good, and he hated t o  put  on make-up, and t h a t '  s what they had t o  do i n  
those days. H e  s a i d ,  " I ' m  no t  going t o  do tha t . "  And he f i n a l l y  go t  
around t o  i t  l i k e  everybody e l s e  h a s  t o .  

Q: Was he e f f e c t i v e  on t e l e v i s i o n ?  

A: Yes, i n  1956 h e  c e r t a i n l y  was. That w a s  when the  Fulbr ight  
Commission was looking i n t o  t h e  O r v i l l e  Hodge s i t u a t i o n  i n  I l l i n o i s .  And 
he w a s  on t e l e v i s i o n .  They had t h e  hearing up t h e r e  on t e l e v i s i o n .  And 
Fulbr ight  was chairman of it. And oh, they gave S t r a t t o n  a p r e t t y  rough 
time f o r  about ,  he was t h e r e  f o r  s i x  hours  before  t h e  cameras and were 
a l l  going on t h e r e  a l l  t h e  time. And he f in i shed  up t h e  day by be ra t ing  
Fulbr ight  and made Fu lb r igh t  look l i k e  an a s s .  H e  s a i d ,  "Senator,  a s  a 
man who's been e l ec t ed  by t h e  people i n  t h i s  s t a t e  as t h e i r  governor and 
i s  doing t h e  job t h a t  you ' re  t ry ing  t o  say t h a t  h e ' s  no t  doing, because I 
had nothing t o  do with t h e  man being e l ec t ed  t h a t  you 're  t r y i n g  t o  hook 
me with--Orville Hodge, a s s o c i a t e  me with him." And he s a i d ,  "For a man 
who comes from a s t a t e  t h a t  p r a c t i c e s  segrega t ion ,  Senator ,"  he s a i d ,  "I 
r e s e n t  you coming up h e r e  and doing th is . "  This  was a f t e r  about s i x  
hours.  

Well, t h e  same f e l low t h a t  had prepared our  TV ads  back i n  t h e  1952 
campaign t h a t  day c a l l e d  me and s a i d ,  "You know how many people l i s t e n e d  
t o  tha t?"  I s a i d ,  "NO." H e  s a i d ,  "Over four  hundred thousand." We 
couldn ' t  have bought t h a t .  You couldn ' t  have bought t h a t .  Four hundred 
thousand people heard him. And h e r e ' s  t h i s  l i t t l e  guy s tanding  up t h e r e  
t e l l i n g  t h i s  United S t a t e s  s ena to r ,  "YOU go r i g h t  t o  h e l l ,  m i s t e r .  1 ' m  
f o r  t h e  people of t h i s  s t a t e . "  And he went on and it helped him because 
i t  wasn't t h e  b i g  r ace ,  but  i t  helped him tremendously i n  t h a t  campaign. 
Tha t ' s  how he g o t  i n .  Of course,  now you ' re  t a l k i n g  about four  yea r s  
l a t e r .  

Q: Yes. What was t h e  campaign, t h e  genera l  e l e c t i o n  campaign like i n  
19521 

A: W e l l ,  Stevenson was going t o  run f o r  governor,  run  for a second term. 
And then  t h e  Democrats nominated him f o r  pres ident .  And then  t h e  
Democrats go t  i n t o  a f i g h t  i n  t h e i r  pa r ty  which they ' r e  noted f o r  doing. 
There was Eddie B a r r e t t  who w a s  s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e .  They wanted him t o  
run  f o r  governor,  t h e  B a r r e t t  people d id .  And Stevenson people go t  i n t o  
a b ig  h a s s l e  i n  t h e  Democrat S t a t e  Cen t r a l  Committee meeting t o  pick a 
successor  f o r  Stevenson who was nominated i n  Chicago t o  run a g a i n s t  
Eisenhower by t h e  Democrats. And they picked t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor, 
Sherwood Dixon. And he w a s  a very n i c e  man, ve ry  high c l a s s  guy, from up 
a t  S t e r l i n g ,  I l l i n o i s .  It was an Eisenhower l ands l ide .  He d i d n ' t  win 
l i k e  Eisenhower, bu t  he d id  win handi ly.  It w a s  c lose .  I th ink  i t  was 



c l o s e  t o  t h r e e  hundred thousand. But he j u s t  stepped r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  
o f f i c e  of governor when t h e  time came. 

And one of the f i r s t  t h i n g s  I remember was t h e  newspaper people i n  those  
days, they would s e t  up a s e r i e s  of ques t ions  from t h e  va r ious  news 
media. Now we g e t  media because r a d i o ' s  i n  and so is t e l e v i s i o n .  But 
s t i l l  i n  a l l  t h e  p r in t ed  word w a s  t h e  one, those  were t h e  guys t h a t  had 
been down he re  and they were more knowledgeable i n  t h e  ope ra t ion  of state 
government. And they  would t a l k  about,  they always had a system whereby 
they would submit ques t ions  on t h e  governor 's  budget and they would meet 
with him i n  t h e  mansion and have i t  s e t  up there .  And they'd have, 
there 'd  always be fou r .  I ' d  been t o  them myself i n  previous 
adminis t ra t ions .  The governor would be t h e r e  with t h e  d i r e c t o r s  of t h e  
Department of Revenue and t h e  Department of Finance. And they would be 
a l l  s i t t i n g  around the re .  And t h e  guys, Wil lard Ice would be working 
w i t h  them on this s t u f f .  

So Char l i e  Whalen who was t h e  head of t h e  Associated Press  bureau i n  
Sp r ing f i e ld  and was t h e  ch i e f  of t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  correspondence, then  
called m e  one day and we ta lked  about t h e  governor 's  budget. And he 
s a i d ,  "Now, Smoke, we've always submitted ques t ions  and i f  you don ' t  mind 
w e ' l l  have a l l  t h e s e  ques t ions  ready f o r  him, and we'd l i k e  t o  have a 
meeting with him before  he t a l k s  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  g ives  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  h i s  budget." So I t a lked  t o  t h e  governor and I s a i d ,  "This 
has  always been a custom." And he came back, " I ' m  no t  going t o  have 
tha t . "  I s a i d ,  "You're no t  going t o  have i t ? "  He s a i d ,  "No, I ' m  no t  
going t o  have t h a t .  1 ' m  no t  going t o  have them come i n  t h e r e  and ask a 
l o t  of quest ions."  He said, "Written ques t ions  and answer them all." He 
s a i d ,  "1'11 be there .  I know t h e  budget." And I s a i d ,  "you're going t o  
s i t  t h e r e  and l e t  t h e s e  guys ask you quest ions."  He s a i d ,  "Sure, I know 
t h e  whole thing.  I ' v e  gone through t h e  budget. I know where 
every th ing ' s  i n  there." Well, t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime I ' d  ever  heard of 
it. And I ' d  been around i n  s t a t e  government then a t  l e a s t  t e n  years .  
And I d o n ' t  think i t ' s  ever  happened s i n c e  then. 

But t h e  b e s t  example of i t  I can t e l l  you now was Hal Foust who was t h e  
automobile e d i t o r  of the Chicago Tribune. Hal Foust ,  F-0-U-S-T. H e  was 
t h e  automobile e d i t o r  of t h e  Chicago Tribune and over t h e  years  Foust had 
t h e  r epu ta t ion  of being t h e  one newspaper man t h a t  knew more about t h e  
highways, what was then  Publ ic  Works and Buildings. The Highway Divis ion  
was i n  t h a t  Publ ic  Works and Buildings.  He knew about highways and t h a t  
w a s  his--Colonel McCormick had put him on there .  Be was gung ho on 
highways. And he s e n t  Foust t o  t r a v e l  up and down t h i s  s t a t e  on highways 
and a l l  over t h e  country. And Foust knew t h e  department out  there .  So 
he  asked S t r a t t o n  a q u e s t i o n  about it. H e  s a i d ,  "Governor, how can you 
f i g u r e  out  what is going t o  happen on t h i s ? "  And he s a i d ,  "You j u s t  
don' t have t h a t  information." He s a i d ,  "Foust, look on page 212 on the  
budget t h e r e  and y o u ' l l  f i n d  it." Foust j u s t  shook h i s  head. He was i n  
u t t e r  amazement because he  knew r i g h t  away what the ques t ion  was he asked 
him. And he  s a i d ,  ''You mean you can t e l l . "  He s a i d ,  "You look and see 
i f  I ' m  no t  r igh t . "  And Foust j u s t  shook his head and d i d n ' t  ask any more 
ques t ions .  

And a l l  h i s  l i f e  I ' d  been a t  budget hear ings  with him. Oh, he  knew t h a t  
department. And he'd have somebody ou t  t h e r e  t e l l i n g  him t o  ask about 



t h i s  and t h a t .  But S t r a t t o n  was amazing i n  t h a t  manner because we l l ,  a s  
I s a i d ,  he'd been s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r  twice, and he knew t h e  ope ra t ion  of 
s t a t e  government and he knew where t h e r e  was was tefu l  money and so  on. 
And he w a s  a no nonsense guy. That changed a l o t  of people 's  t h ink ing  
about him. 

And h i s  theory w a s  once he w a s  i n  o f f i c e ,  l i k e  they'd have a l l  k inds  of 
l e g i s l a t i v e  b i l l s  n a t u r a l l y .  There were hundreds, and hundreds of b i l l s  
t o  be introduced,  Now he s a i d ,  "Here's our  program," And he would 
des igna te  it. One, two, t h r e e ,  four .   ere's t h e  Department of 
Appropriations.  I s a i d ,  " A l l  t h e  r e s t  of t h a t  s t u f f ,  t h a t ' s  t h e i r  
problem out  t h e r e ,  l e t  those  guys do with it what they want. We're only 
i n t e r e s t e d  in r i g h t  here." That ' s  where having been i n  Congress helped 
him out.  H e  s a i d ,  " A l l  r i g h t .  This  department wants it. I ' l l  t e l l  them 
what t hey ' r e  going t o  have i n  t h e  budget and they ' r e  going t o  ope ra t e  t h e  
way I t e l l  them t o  opera te .  And i f  they don ' t ,  then they can g e t  out  .I '  

And t h e r e  was no prima donnas [who] came and operated,  and even Bet tag 
wasn't a prima donna much a s  he would have loved t o  have been. But he 
w a s  a  g r e a t ,  g r e a t  man. 

Q: T e l l  m e  about h i s ,  S t r a t t o n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  agencies  and 
d i r e c t o r s .  

A: He appointed a d i r e c t o r  and he s a i d ,  "That 's  your job. You go ahead 
and get it  done. And don ' t  be bothering me with it." I can ' t  use some 
of t he  words he re  because we're a family newspaper as they used t o  say. 
"Don't be bothering me wi th  t h e  n i tp i ck ing .  I f  I want you, I ' ll  c a l l  

I' you. Some of them l i k e  t o  come over,  they wanted t o  be i n  t he  
governor 's o f f i c e  and have s t a f f  meetings. Be s a i d ,  "We don' t  need 
those.  I know what I ' m  doing." And he d id  know what he was doing. And 
he knew t h a t  every department i n  t h e  s t a t e  of I l l i n o i s .  There was 
nobody, they couldn' t t e l l  him t h a t  t h e r e ' s  t h i s  going and t h a t  going. 
You j u s t  keep doing i t  t h e  way you a r e ,  

Q: Did he have cab ine t  meetings? 

A: Very r a r e l y .  Cal led them i n  when he wanted to .  Of course,  some of 
them d i d n ' t  mind i t  a t  a l l  because most of them were i n  Chicago most of 
t h e  time. He s a i d ,  "The c a p i t a l  is i n  Spr ing f i e ld  and you're  going t o  be 
down here  when I want you." And he made them a l l  come down here.  They 
were down he re  every week. Of course, a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime you must 
remember when everything was changing. There were no s t a t e  a i r p l a n e s  
when he went in.  O r  t h e r e  might have been one. But I don ' t  know [ f o r  
su re ] .  "YOU want t o  go t o  Chicago.'' There w a s  no p re s s  conferences i n  
Chicago. You m e t  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  t o  have a  p r e s s  conference. That' s 
where t h e  governor is. 

And t h a t ' s  why Stevenson had moved t h e  o f f i c e  out  of t h e  Capi to l  bu i ld ing  
t o  t he  mansion when he was governor. H e  s tayed over there .  He was 
hard ly  ever  i n  t h e  Capi to l .  But S t r a t t o n  s a i d  the  mansion is t h e  
governor 's  home and not  h i s  o f f  i ce .  The Capi to l  is the  o f f i c e  and t h a t  
changed th ings  around, too.  The governor coming i n t o  h i s  o f f i c e  i n  t he  
Capi to l  bu i ld ing .  
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Q. What are the  s t o r i e s  t h a t  you remember about d i r e c t o r s ?  Can you 
remember any examples of how, s p e c i f i c a l l y  how S t r a t t o n  d e a l t  with 
d i r e c t o r s ?  

A: He d idn ' t  j u s t  name a d i r e c t o r  by some happenstance, He t r i e d  t o  
f ind qua l i f i ed  people f o r  t h e  respect ive  jobs. And I think by and l a r g e  
the  record w i l l  show t h a t  they were. H e  had very l i t t l e  problems with 
any of the d i r e c t o r s  o r  the  departments. He appointed Vera Binks who was 
the  f i r s t  lady d i r e c t o r .  She was a judge up i n ,  1 think i t  was Henry 
County. He appointed Joe Bibb, a black d i r e c t o r  of Public Safety,  f i r s t  
black appointment t h a t  was a d i r e c t o r ,  And Mort Hollingsworth who had 
been i n  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  and was from J o l i e t ,  made him d i r e c t o r  of 
Finance. And he was a very capable man. [He] picked up Ed Rosenstone 
who was on t h e  [ I l l i n o i s ]  Commerce Commission under Green, and a power up 
in Henry County. [He was] d i r e c t o r  of Public Works and Buildings. 

And he kept  the  engineers t h a t  were I n  the  department. There was no 
c i v i l  s e rv ice  o r  p o l i t i c a l  personnel. There was c i v i l  s e rv ice ,  but  the re  
was no personnel code i n  those days. He kep t  the  engineers out  there ,  
but he knew where he wanted t o  build.  And I remember h i s  inaugural 
address and he ca l l ed  i n  a fel low by the  name of Barker. He was the  
s t a t e  chief  highway engineer In  those days, t h a t ' s  what they ca l l ed  him, 
And he to ld  him he wanted t o  build a four lane  road from Springfield t o  
Lincoln. H e  was going t o  bui ld  a four lane,  

Stevenson b u i l t  no highways. [ I t ]  wasn't e n t i r e l y  h i s  f a u l t .  I mean the  
job, Stevenson j u s t  d i d n ' t  have the  wherewithal o r  the  know-it-all And he 
b u i l t  no highways t h a t  amounted t o  much, He b u i l t  some, very l i t t l e ,  

S t r a t t o n  i n  h i s  inaugural  address sa id  he was going t o  bui ld  a to l l road  
around Chicago and a four lane  highway, he was going t o  have a four lane  
highway from Lincoln t o  Spr ingf ie ld  b u i l t  i n  time f o r  the  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  
Fa i r  i n  August, 

And the  chief  highway engineer, I was s i t t i n g  i n  the  o f f i c e  when he to ld  
me,  H e  sa id ,  "Governor, we can' t do tha t .  We can' t build t h a t  highway 
because the government has already speci f ied  where we've got  t o  spend a 
c e r t a i n  amount of t h i s  money, And we've got  t o  do it." Well he sa id ,  
"Now i f  you can ' t  g e t  t h a t  highway b u i l t ,  then I ' ll  ge t  somebody i n  t h a t  
job of yours t h a t  can do i t  ." The highway was b u i l t  and i t  was opened 
between Lincoln and Spr ingf ie ld  i n  time f o r  the  s t a t e  f a i r ,  It was the  
f i r s t  four l ane  road around. 

There were your bureaucrats  again. Not t h a t  he questioned h i s  man's 
a b i l i t y .  He was good, H i s  name was Barker. He l a t e r  l e f t  the  s t a t e  and 
went t o  work for the Santa Fe Railroad a t  a much higher sa la ry ,  He was a 
good man. 

O f  course, when they b u i l t  t h i s  f i r s t  highway up here  i t  d i d n ' t  have 
egresses and accesses t o  it. But now, you know, when they build the  
i n t e r s t a t e  you can ' t  g e t  on them from one town t o  another. Well, they 
le t  you g e t  of f  at Broadwell, you could get  off  a t  Elkhart,  you could g e t  
o f f  a t  Will iamsvil le .  And t h a t ' s  what they were opposed to.  Of course, 
he sa id ,  "I want t h a t  road b u i l t , "  And it  was b u i l t ,  And Doctor Bettag, 
of course, was i n  charge of Mental Health o r  what is  i t 7  



Q: Publ ic  Welfare. 

A: Publ ic  Welfare. And I d i d n ' t  know Doctor Bettag. S t r a t t o n  knew who 
he was .  Whoever recommended Bet tag t o  him knew what they were doing 
because Bettag--well, one of t h e  campaign i s s u e s  t h a t  we used i n  t h e  
campaign. This  comes back t o  me now. W e  were t r a v e l i n g  around t h e  s t a t e  
and S t r a t t o n  s a i d  when he was governor,  and he was going t o  t ake  t h e  poor 
feeble-minded, what they c a l l e d  i t  i n  those  days? Well he s a i d ,  "Our 
s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h e  p a t i e n t s  a r e  s leeping  on t h e  f l o o r s  under 
Stevenson." And they w e r e .  We found t h i s  out .  And we used t h a t  a l l  
over t h e  state. W e  were going t o  take  them and we were going t o  put  them 
i n t o  beds. And Bet tag d i d  t h a t .  And he brought i t  up-to-date. 

I remember one of t he  Democrats i n  t h e  house l a t e r  on, he  mentioned 
something t o  me. He s a i d ,  "Oh, Smoke, what you d id  t o  u s  on t h a t  tak ing  
t h e  p a t i e n t s  off t h e  f l o o r  and pu t t i ng  them i n t o  beds." See, t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h a t  and they found t h i s  ou t  under 
Stevenson. Of course,  Stevenson d i d n ' t  know anything about i t .  Nobody 
had t o l d  him anything. But S t r a t t o n  made q u i t e  an i s s u e  on it. 

And he a l s o  s a i d  I n  t h e  Department of Agr icu l ture ,  t h e r e ' l l  be no 
horsemeat scandals .  And we tossed t h a t  a t  him. That d i d n ' t  h e l p  
Stevenson any. Stevenson had no idea  what w a s  going on. I n  f a c t  t o  t h i s  
day anybody t h a t  knows t h e  s t o r y  knows who pul led  t h e  plug out  from under 
him. He was a Democrat. H e  was an in spec to r  f o r  t h e  f e d e r a l  government 
and they t o l d  Stevenson about it. He d i d n ' t  do anything about it. And 
they warned him about it. And they warned t h e  department and Stevenson 
thought i t  was  j u s t  a l o t  of bunk. It turned ou t  t h a t  i t  was  a h e l l  of a 
scandal .  Of course,  I d o n ' t  know how much horsemeat goes i n t o  hamburgers 
today. But then i t  wasn't too popular back i n  those  days. 

Q: Do you th ink  of i n s t ances  wi th  o t h e r  d i r e c t o r s  t h a t  cha rac t e r i zed  how 
S t r a t t o n  d e a l t  with them? 

A: Well, h i s  d i r e c t o r  of Consenration, Glen Palmer, worked f o r  h i s  
f a t h e r .  And Glen always c a l l e d  S t r a t t o n  Willy. "Now, ~ i l l y , "  he'd g e t  
him i n  t h e  governor 's  o f f i c e  and I used t o  c r inge  when the re ' d  be 
somebody i n  t h e r e  t a l k i n g .  He s a i d ,  "Now, Willy,  I ' m  going t o  t e l l  you." 
And S t r a t t o n  f o r  some reason he j u s t  couldn ' t  t e l l  him, "Now, why don ' t  
you j u s t  shu t  up and l i s t e n  t o  me. I ' m  t h e  governor." J u s t  d i d n ' t  d a r e  
do it because Glen P a l m e r  p r a c t i c a l l y  kep t  S t r a t t o n  f o r  yea r s  up t h e r e  
when he was out  of work, when he was not  i n  t h e  Congress o r  n o t  working. 
Glen would t ake  him everywhere with him and i t  was a personal  
[ r e l a t i o n s h i p ] .  

Of course,  S t r a t t o n ' s  f a t h e r  died when he, let  m e  see, h i s  f a t h e r  d ied  
about 1937. So he was j u s t  about n ine teen  yea r s  old.  And Glen kind of 
fa thered  him. So Glen was t h e  one guy that--Strat ton d i d n ' t  ask me t o  
come i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  he j u s t  came on over. And he d i d n ' t  go through my 
o f f i c e .  He'd j u s t  walk i n t o  t h e  governor 's o f f i c e  and S t r a t t o n  couldn ' t  
do anything about i t ,  And he was t h e  d i r e c t o r  of Conservation. 

Hollingsworth was t e r r i f i c  a s  d i r e c t o r  of Finance. No problems the re .  
He went r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  department and t h e  people were t h e r e  and they knew 



what they were doing. And Publ ic  Safe ty  he had no problem wi th  Bibb, 
Joe  Bibb because t h a t  department had been s e t  up p r e t t y  good under 
Governor Green. And i t  was g e t t i n g  so l a r g e ,  of course,  because of t h e  
pr i son  populat ion i n  those  days. They took t h e  s t a t e  p o l i c e  away from 
Public  Works and Bui ld ings  where they were o r i g i n a l l y .  That was under 
Stevenson, They moved them t o  another--no, they were under Green. The 
s t a t e  policemen under Green, we l l  they put  t h e  penal  i n s t i t u t i o n s  under 
Public  Welfare i n  those  days. And they took them ou t  of t h e r e  and put  
them wi th  t h e  state p o l i c e  under Governor Green. 

But from t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s tandpoin t  he had very  l i t t l e  problems.   hat's 
r i g h t .  Hollingsworth was t e r r i f i c  i n  there .  And he had Wil lard I ce .  
No, t h e  Department of Revenue was t h e  o t h e r  one. That w a s  another  one. 
Dick Lyons w a s  t h e  f i r s t  d i r e c t o r  of Revenue. Dick was a  pro i n  t h e  body 
p o l i t i c .  Had been t h e  pa r ty  nominee twice f o r  U.S. sena tor .  

Q: What about S t r a t t o n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with the  o t h e r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
o f f i c e r s ?  

A: Oh, no problem a t  a l l ,  H e  l e t  them run t h e i r  o f f i c e s .  They were 
e l ec t ed .  Like Char l i e  Carpent ie r  w a s  e l ec t ed  s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e .  He g o t  
along with S t r a t t o n .  There w a s  a  l o t  of d u t i e s  of t h e  governor i n  those 
days t h a t  he j u s t  wanted t o  g e t  away from them. L&e t h e  governor was, I 
th ink  under t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  then  o r  I don ' t  know whether i t  was t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  d i r e c t i v e  o r  what t h e  h e l l  it was, 

But, anyway I th ink  l i k e  t h e  Centennial  Building,  t h e  governor was 
custodian of t h a t ,  The s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  is custodian of t h e  Cap i to l  
bu i ld ing ,  I be l i eve .  O r  v i c e  versa.  Maybe t h e  governor 's  cus todian  of 
t h e  Capi to l  bu i ld ing  and the--but anyway he thought t h a t  should be under 
one head. And so t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of state then became t h e  cus todian  of all 
of the--he was t h e  cus todian  o f ,  I guess,  i t  was t h e  Capi to l .  I ' m  no t  
c e r t a i n  now, But your power p l a n t s  and your--they d i d n ' t  have t h a t  
highway bui ld ing  then. But they had bu i ld ings  a l l  around, t h e  highway 
department, a l l  over t he  s t a t e ,  But anything i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  l i k e  t h e  
Centennial and t h a t ,  t h e  s e c r e t a r i e s  and t h e  s t a t e  l i b r a r y  and t h a t ,  t h a t  
w a s  a  job f o r  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  t o  handle.  And he turned i t  over t o  
them. 

H e  never had any arguments wi th  O r v i l l e  Hodge. Hodge was e l ec t ed  s t a t e  
aud i to r ,  And they r an  on t h e  same t i c k e t  and were both e l ec t ed .  And 
Hodge ran  h i s  own o f f i c e .  S t r a t t o n  had nothing t o  do with it. And , of 
course,  t h a t  was t h e  t h ing  t h a t  burned him up about when t h e  Chicago 
Daily News--of course,  they were mad because he  appointed Bob B a r r e t t ,  
d i r e c t o r  of Insurance. Well, Barrett, when S t r a t t o n  was running i n  t h e  
primary, he  helped him o u t ,  H i s  family d id .  His bro the r  w a s  former 
a t t o rney  genera l  of t h e  state and they had a  good p o l i t i c a l  s tanding  i n  
Chicago, very  good. And Bob B a r r e t t  w a s  t h e  d i r e c t o r  of Insurance. 

About t h e  only t h i n g  I can say about him i s  t h e  Daily News when he d ied  
admitted i n  an e d i t o r i a l  t h a t  they might have been wrong about h i s  
opera t ion  with t h e  Department of ~ n s u r a n c e .  He w a s  a very  ihorough man 
and a very  keen one. H e  had a g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  sense,  And S t r a t t o n  never 
had any problems i n  Insurance. We d i d n ' t  have any scandals .  The only  
scandal  was i n  t h e  O r v i l l e  Hodge a u d i t o r ' s  dea l .  I j u s t  saw i n  t h e  paper 
t h e  o t h e r  day [ t h a t ]  i t  was twenty-five years  ago. 



Q: What about h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  Latham Cas t l e ,  t h e  a t t o rney  genera l?  

A: Oh, very c lose .  But s e e  t h a t  goes back t o  1952 when they were 
running toge ther .  S t r a t t o n  helped Castle. See C a s t l e  was s t rong  up 
no r th  and when S t r a t t o n  had a l l  t h i s  a r e a  downstate and C a s t l e  had t h e  
b e n e f i t  downstate,  too  of my father-in-law whose name w a s  Pe te  Sul l ivan .  
Cas t l e  went around t h e  s t a t e .  And Pete  went up and down t h e  s t a t e  and 
go t  him t o  s e t  up o rgan iza t ions  f o r  him. Well, he and C a s t l e  were very  
c l o s e  as an a t t o r n e y  genera l .  

And C a s t l e  is  t h e  one who ca l l ed  t h e  tune  on O r v i l l e  Hodge. Because he  
walked out  of my o f f i c e  one day and I s a i d ,  "What is t h i s ?  Is t h i s  t r u e  
o r  i s n ' t  i t ? "  H e  s a i d ,  "Smoke, i t ' s  true." This  is  Cas t le .  He s a i d ,  
"There's malfeasance i n  o f f i c e  there."  I s a i d ,  "Oh.'l So I remember 
O r v i l l e  Hodge coming through my o f f i c e  going i n  t o  s e e  S t r a t t o n  and 
Cas t le .  They were i n  t h e  governor 's o f f i c e  and O r v i l l e  came through my 
o f f i c e  and he'd say ,  "Hey, Smoke, how a r e  you buddy?" And a l l  t h i s  and 
t h a t .  And I s a i d ,  " ~ i n e ,  Orv i l l e .  They're wai t ing f o r  you i n  there."  
And, "1'11 be out  i n  a minute." He came out  about h a l f  an hour l a t e r  and 
he looked l i k e  t h e  wrath of  God had h i t  him. He looked l i k e  he'd been 
through a tornado without any help.  And I s a i d ,  "Orville." H e  s a i d ,  "I 
c a n ' t  t r u s t  those  people.  Nei ther  one of them a r e  any good." And he  
walked out  of my o f f i c e .  Always be fo re  he'd s i t  and t a l k .  And I thought 
oh, they must have t o l d  him, they must have found out  something. They 
d i d n ' t  t e l l  me anything about it. So I d i d n ' t  know. But l a t e r  on i t  a l l  
came out .  I mean t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. We knew about i t  l a t e r  on. And 
funny p a r t  of t h a t  was I n w e r  heard t h i s  before.  I never heard i t  o r  
saw it  p r in t ed .  

I go t  a c a l l  from the  Eas t  S t .  Louis Journa l .  They were asking,  t h e  c i t y  
e d i t o r  t h e r e  [whose] name w a s  Duffy. And he s a i d ,  "Smoke, what 's  t h i s  on 
t h e  O r v i l l e  dodge dea l ?  What's going on up there?" I s a i d ,  "Well, I 
know nothing about it. l1 He s a i d ,  "Do you know t h a t  Hodge s a i d  something 
down h e r e  about t h a t  he had S t r a t t o n  under h i s  thumb. He s a i d  S t r a t t o n  
w i l l  do anything he  t e l l s  him t o  do." And I s a i d ,  What  a r e  you t a l k i n g  
about?" Well, he s a i d ,  "The dope down he re  is t h a t  s l o t  machines are 
going up i n  S t .  C l a i r  County and i n  Madison County." Well, they'd be 
t h e r e  a l l  ready I s a i d ,  ''No, t hey ' r e  not." 

Stevenson stopped s l o t  machines i n  those  count ies .  Stevenson d i d  t h a t .  
And I s a i d ,  "No, t h e y ' r e  n o t  going t o  come back." And he s a i d ,  "Well, 
Hodge says  h e ' s  g o t  S t r a t t o n  i n  h i s  h i p  pocket." Well I s a i d ,  "I went i n  
and asked S t r a t t o n .  And, I s a i d ,  now t h i s  is  what he  t o l d  t h e  Eas t  S t .  
Louis Journal .  They're g e t t i n g  t h e  s t o r y  down t h e r e  from t h e  powers t h a t  
be whether they were t h e  gamblers o r  who they were t h a t  they were going 
t o  open up." He s a i d ,  "Well, you check with t h e  state pol ice .  I f  they  
open up, t hey ' r e  ou t  of work." I s a i d ,  "Okay," So I c a l l e d  over t o  t h e  
state p o l i c e  and t o l d  them about t h e  conversat ion.  

But Hodge went i n  t o  s e e  S t r a t t o n  about t h i s  be fo re  t h e  meeting with 
Cas t le ,  This was long be fo re  t h a t .  I remember t h i s ,  he was going t o  s e e  
S t r a t t o n  one day and a s  he walked out ,  he looked a t  me a t  t h e  desk and he 
s a i d ,  "He's a ly ing  son of a b i t c h ,  Smoke. You c a n ' t  t r u s t  him. I ' m  
j u s t  t e l l i n g  you tha t . "  And he went on out  of my o f f i c e .  1 d i d n ' t  know 
what he w a s  t a l k i n g  about.  Turned ou t  l a t e r  on when they  got  t h i s  c a l l ,  
he wanted t h e  s l o t  machines t o  go down i n  that county. 



Q: Now when would t h i s  have been? 

A: Now t h i s  was i n  1956. This  would have been 1955, Hodge r an  f o r  
s t a t e  aud i to r  and he  t o l d  those  people down t h e r e  i f  they went f o r  
S t r a t t o n ,  he'd see t o  i t  t h a t  they 'd g e t  t h e  s l o t  machines and t h e  
gambling. Gambling is wide open i n  those  count ies .  And S t r a t t o n  
wouldn't do it, And he l ed  them t o  be l i eve  when t h i s  o t h e r  th ing  broke, 
he led  them t o  be l i eve  t h a t  he  had S t r a t t o n  where he wanted him and he'd 
had t o  s tand  up t o  do h i s  bidding. And it  turned out  very  simple. 
S t r a t t o n  t o l d  him no, he  couldn ' t  do it. But he had t o l d  t h e  gamblers 
down t h e r e  and I th ink  t h e  s t o r y  w a s  ou t  t h a t  they were going t o  knock 
Hodge o f f .  You j u s t  d idn '  t t e l l  the--that 's  why he was w i l l i n g  t o  plead 
g u i l t y  quick ly  and go t o  t h e  pen i t en t i a ry .  That's t h e  s t o r y ,  I ' l l  never 
know how t r u e  i t  is. But then  1 could s e e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t he re .  

But you never met a n i c e r  guy in t h e  world than O r v i l l e  Hodge. And I 
remember i n  t h e  campaign of 1952 we were t r a v e l i n g  downstate. And he was 
t a l k i n g  about h i s  insurance  bus iness  and how it--and he said he  paid 
f i f t y - f i v e  thousand d o l l a r s  income t a x  i n  t h a t  year.  Now t h a t  man d i d n ' t  
have t o  steal a dime from t h e  s t a t e  of I l l i n o i s .  But t h e r e  were a l o t  of 
people i n  t h e r e  t h a t  might have s t a r t e d  it, I don ' t  know. I don ' t  know 
nothing about t h a t .  I l i v e d  through it a l l  and I never paid any 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t  a f t e r  t h a t .  But C a s t l e  and he  were c lose .  Now let ' s  s e e  
who else d id  we  mias? We d i d n ' t  m i s s  anybody. 

Q: Who was t r e a s u r e r ?  

A: H i s  f i r s t  time t r e a s u r e r  was Elmer Hoffman from DuPage County. O f  
course,  Elmer being s h e r i f f  up t h e r e  and he go t  t h a t  b ig  v o t e  up the re .  
So he w a s  on t h e  t i c k e t .  H e  go t  t h e  nomination. And t h e r e  was no 
problem t h e r e  a t  a l l ,  with Hoffman and S t r a t t o n  j u s t  c l o s e r  than two peas 
i n  a pod. 

Second time around i t  was, who was h i s  t r e a s u r e r ?  1 've  fo rgo t t en ,  Was 
i t  Kenny Becker? Oh, I think; Hoffman could succeed himself .  It was t h e  
f i r s t  time. I be l i eve ,  oh, 1 ' m  no t  s u r e  now. 1'd have t o  look it up. 
But he got  along with him. And Warren Wright, was e l ec t ed  t r e a s u r e r .  
That ' s  r i g h t ,  And Wright w a s  kind of a renegade i n  t h e  par ty .  But he 
go t  e lec ted .  S t r a t t o n  and he  got  along a l l  r i g h t .  

Well, Wright always had h i s  eye on t h e  governorship. But i t  was Wright. 
Y e s ,  he  was kind of a renegade Republican. But he won and s o  S t r a t t o n  
g o t  along with him f ine .  I c a n ' t  th ink  of anybody e l s e .  Well, t h e  
superintendent  of  Publ ic  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Vern Nickel l .  Oh, he  and S t r a t t o n  
were l i k e  two peas i n  a pod because they'd run toge ther  twice  i n  two 
s ta tewide  campaigns. They were very c lose .  There was no problems t h e r e  
a t  a l l .  

Q: Well, Carpent ie r  obviously had eyes on t h e  governorship. 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: Were he and S t r a t t o n  a t  odds over t h a t  over those years?  



A: Oh, no. Not when S t r a t t o n  was governor. Now I was n o t  wi th  S t r a t t o n  
when he r an  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  term. I l e f t .  I w a s  going t o  work f o r  t h e  
Ford Motor Company. I resigned i n  November. La te r  on t h a t  fol lowing 
February I go t  i n  t h e  soup with t h e  I n t e r n a l  Revenue [Serv ice] ,  bu t  I w a s  
going t o  work f o r  t h e  Ford Motor Company. Congressman [ L e s l i e  C.] Arends 
and Richard Nixon recommended me f o r  t h e  job. They were going t o  s e t  up 
o f f i c e s  i n  Wisconsin, I l l i n o i s ,  Missouri,  and Iowa. And they were going 
t o  headquarter  i n  Chicago a s  kind of a publ ic  r e l a t i o n s  dea l .  It was a 
good dea l .  I q u i t  i n  November, I t o l d  you t h i s .  

Hollingsworth and I were t a l k i n g  and he sa id  he wanted t o  run f o r  a t h i r d  
term. I s a i d ,  "Holly, I ' m  no t  going t o  be here." He s a i d ,  "Neither am 
I." He'd only won by t h i r t y  thousand i n  1956 with t h a t  Hodge thing 
hanging over him. And Eisenhower car ry ing  t h e  s t a t e  by six hundred 
thousand. That was p r e t t y  rugged. And s o  I d i d n ' t  intend to--well I 
wasn' t there .  

I don ' t  know what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was i n  1960 because he shouldn ' t  have run  
f o r  a t h i r d  term. That was obvious. But Carpent ie r  won and S t r a t t o n  got  
bea t .  So t h a t  put  Carpent ie r  as r e a l l y  a s  t he  top guy i n  t h e  Republican 
party.  He was t h e  top  honcho i n  those  days. And Char l i e  s e t  h i s  s i g h t  
t o  go f o r  governor i n  1964, then. He would have gone i n  1960 i f  S t r a t t o n  
hadn' t  of run. But t h e r e  was a ques t ion  whether he could bea t  him i n  t h e  
primary. I imagine because I d i d n ' t  t ake  p a r t  i n  t h a t  campaign. I n  a l l  
modesty I want t o  say t h a t  any campaign I was ever  i n  t h e  Republicans 
won. And any time I was ou t  of them i n  those  years  they l o s t .  

Q: Well, t h e r e  must be something t o  t h a t .  

A: Well, I never  l o s t  an e l e c t i o n  t h a t  I eve r  d i d  any publ ic  r e l a t i o n s  
f o r  them. Even though i n  1938 my f i r s t  t ime around t h e  candida te  f o r  
United S t a t e s  s e n a t o r  go t  bea t ,  t h e  Republicans go t  c o n t r o l  of t h e  house 
and I went t o  work f o r  Hugh Cross a s  Speaker of t h e  House. And then  I 
handled h i s  campaign i n  1940. And I was not  i n  t h e  1944 campaign. I was 
i n  t h e  se rv i ce .  [In] 1946 I handled S t r a t t o n .  And I was no t  i n  t h e  1948 
campaign. That ' s  when Green go t  bea t  and S t r a t t o n  go t  bea t .  And then  I 
was i n  t h e  1950 campaign. And I won t h a t  one. I was i n  t h e  1952 and 
1956 and wi th  t h a t  I r e s t  my l a u r e l s .  

Tape 2, Side 2 

Q: T e l l  m e  about your job wi th  S t r a t t o n .  

A: I t o l d  you about when he w a s  t r ea su re r .  I handled t h e  p re s s  f o r  him 
and helped i n  t h e  monthly r epo r t s .  But had nothing t o  do with t h e  
banking e n t r i e s ,  never handled any s ta te  funds. I never handled a d o l l a r  
i n  state funds in my l i f e .  I wouldn't know anything about i t .  When he 
was governor we picked a f e l low t o  head up t h e  department, I don' t  know 
what they ca l l ed  i t  i n  t hose  days. The Department of Publ ic  Rela t ions .  
I don ' t  know what i t  was. Ca r l  Hodges, who'd been f o r  Dick Rowe i n  t h e  
primary; we put him in  charge of i t  up there .  And I w a s  t h e  one t h a t  ran  
t h e  show. 



Adolf Belval  w a s  up the re .  B i l l  Calvin was up there .  H e  w a s  a 
photographer and he went t o  work f o r  Stevenson and he  came down t o  s e e  
me. He wasn't i n  o f f i c e  a s h o r t  time and he s a i d  he worked f o r  
Stevenson. I s a i d ,  "Yes, I know." H e  was a photographer on t h e  Journal .  
And he s a i d ,  "Char l ie  Whalen t o l d  me t o  s e e  you." I s a i d ,  "Well, you go 
back u p s t a i r s  t h e r e  and you do your job and i f  you g e t  i n  a problem, come 
and s e e  me but  do your job and you won't have any problems." So Calvin 
went back up. And he  i s  going t o  r e t i r e  next  year .  He'd been t h e r e  a l l  
t h i s  time. Do you know him? 

Q: No. 

A: He w a s  a photographer. And Adolf Belval ,  he  was up t h e r e  and he was 
a good newspaper man, and I know t h a t .  There was no ques t ion .  H e  s tayed 
wi th  us f o r  about t h r e e ,  fou r  yea r s  a f t e r  t h a t .  But t h e r e  was never 
anything t h a t  went ou t  of t h e  o f f i c e  up t h e r e  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know about.  
I d i d n ' t  c a r e  about t h e  l i t t l e  s t u f f ,  but  I meant anything quot ing t h e  
governor, we checked i t  and saw t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  way we wanted it. Of 
course,  you could do t h a t  i n  those  days. I don ' t  th ink  they had more 
than a h a l f  dozen people working i n  t h a t  o f f i c e .  I th ink  today they  must 
have a couple of hundred. 

Q: In t h e  governor 's  o f f i c e ?  

A: No. No. Well, i n  t h e  governor 's  o f f i c e ,  I don ' t  know how many 
they 've got  t he re .  I mean i n  t h e  Bureau of Information, I don' t  know how 
many they have there .  But i n  t h e  governor 's o f f i c e  when we f i r s t  were 
the re ,  I was, I th ink  I had t h e  high sounding t i t l e  of s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  
governor. I don ' t  know what i t  was. Ass i s t an t  t o  t h e  governor. Now 
they ' r e  a s s i s t a n t  governors,  I think.  

But I was t h e r e  and Ed Pree was the re .  He handled the  patronage. H e  
handled t h e  patronage a f t e r  i t  went through Smokey Downey's hands. But 
n o t  u n t i l  i t  went through S t r a t t o n ' s  hands. There was nobody appointed 
t h a t  S t r a t t o n  d i d n ' t  know about.  Pree would c l e a r  i t  with m e  and I would 
c l e a r  i t  wi th  S t r a t t o n .  And we had no problems. It was good. H e  was a 
very capable young man and a good lawyer. Pree w a s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  and I 
was i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  These a r e  o f f i c e s  on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  Capi to l .  

Marian Keebers, of course ,  was h i s  s e c r e t a r y ,  t h e  governor 's  s ec re t a ry .  
And t h e  one g i r l  t h a t  I showed you the re ,  she  was Na ta l i a  Deem was h e r  
name. She was my sec re t a ry .  And M i s s  Keebers had a sec re t a ry .  And I 
don' t know which one t h a t  w a s .  Pree had a s ec re t a ry .  

Q: Who w a s  t h e  man from Spr ing f i e ld  High School? 

A: That was Bob Perz. He was the  p r i n c i p a l  a t  Sp r ing f i e ld .  And he went 
t o  work t h e r e  i n  1956, Nice guy, but  he was an educator and he kind of 
took over personnel .  He wasn't i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e  I showed you because t h a t  
w a s  1956, oh, t h a t  was about 1953. Be came i n  a f t e r  t h e  second e l e c t i o n .  
But we d i d n ' t  have, I don ' t  imagine t h a t  t h e r e  were more than  twelve 
people on t h e  governor 's  p a y r o l l ,  i f  t h a t  many. What e l s e  have you got  
there?  

Q: Well, I know t h a t  you worked very  c l o s e l y  on l e g i s l a t i v e  mat te rs .  



A: Oh, w e l l ,  you mean my d u t i e s .  Yes. I w a s  both h i s  p re s s - - f i r s t  
sess ion ,  1 was h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  l i a i s o n  and a l l  t h e  p re s s ,  anything t h a t  
went ou t  came through my desk. I handled t h a t .  And then  I was 
t roubleshooter  f o r  t h e  governor,  but  you d i d n ' t  mind i t  i n  those  days. 
Hel l ,  you only worked e i g h t  o r  t e n  hours a day and maybe twelve 
sometimes, but  you were busy. 

Q: T e l l  me about t h e  job a s  h i s  p re s s  s ec re t a ry .  

A: Well, t h e  job a s  p re s s  s e c r e t a r y  is t o  make your boss look good. You 
don ' t  want anything bad t o  g e t  ou t  about him. W e  were succes s fu l  i n  
t h a t .  And I ' l l  t e l l  you how w e l l  I remember i t  because t h e  day t h a t  
Johnson Kanady took over as p re s s  s e c r e t a r y  w a s  t h e  day t h e  Chicago 
Daily News cracked t h e  s t o r y  about t h e  n ine ty  d o l l a r  wastebasket t h a t  was 
i n  t he  governor 's  o f f  i c e .  They had re furb ished  t h e  governor 's  o f f  i ce .  
Stevenson, as 1 say  i n  four  years  d i d n ' t  u se  it. And it  was j u s t  a mess. 
They d i d n ' t  use  i t  f o r  what i t  should be. 

S t r a t t o n ,  was a s t i c k l e r  f o r  n i c e  th ings  i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  It was t h e  
people'  s o f f i c e  and he wanted i t  [ t o  look n i ce ] .  That ' s  why he had those 
publ ic  day ' s  hear ings .  You know, he would s i t  t h e r e  and people lined up 
and ta lked  t o  him, g ive  him t h e i r  complaints.  But he  s t a r t e d  t h a t  i n  
1955, I mean i n  1953. One day a month he  would s i t  ou t  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  and 
people would come i n  and t a l k  t o  him. It used t o  d r i v e  Pree crazy.  
Pree'd be back over i n  h i s  o f f i c e  and we'd have t o  c a l l  him t o  g e t  him 
over t h e r e  because S t r a t t o n  t o l d  u s  he was going t o  have a job. I want 
him there .  But he was a no nonsense fe l low on t h a t .  

A s  h i s  p r e s s  s e c r e t a r y ,  p r e s s  agent ,  t h e r e  were very [few] problems. And 
he never went f o r  t h e  wr i t i ng  of speeches. He d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  have a 
prepared speech. H e  liked t o  g e t  up and t a l k .  And, of course,  wi th  t h e  
change i n  t h e  tube coming on o r  t e l e v i s i o n  and r ad io ,  you had t o  s t a r t ,  
because they weighed your words l a t e r .  But i t  used t o  be t h a t  you could 
up and t a l k  t o  people and t e l l  them what you were going t o  do. And he 
would do it. Like anybody e l s e ,  he  would make a mistake i n  English.  Who 
wouldn't? Oh, you caught us .  Marilyn, t h i s  is M r s .  Downey. (stopped 
recorder )  

A: Now where were we and what did you ask me? 

Q: You were t a l k i n g  about being press agent.  

A: Yes, but  your ques t ion  was though, do you remember what your ques t ion  
was? What were my d u t i e s  o r  something? You asked m e  something. Oh, I 
thought you had i t  w r i t t e n  down there .  

Q: No, I d i d n ' t  w r i t e  i t  down. 

A: Well, p r e s s  agent .  I d e a l t  with a l l  t h e  news people on appointments. 
Like a s  an example. The s p o r t s '  department of t he  Chicago Tribune. 
Those guys would c a l l  me a t  n i g h t  o r  anybody on t h e  Chicago papers  would 
c a l l  m e  a t  n ight .  And I w a s  home. She [Mrs. Downey] could t e l l  you. 
The phone would r i n g  a l l  n i g h t  long. And I ' d  have t o  g ive  them [ t ime] .  
They c a l l e d  me. They d i d n ' t  c a l l  anybody e l s e .  



Like I showed you Jimmy S e g r e t t i t s  p i c tu re .  Well, he w a s  t h e  s p o r t s  
w r i t e r  f o r  t h e  Chicago Tribune. He was i n  t h e  navy wi th  me. And he 
wanted t o  know i f  t h e r e  would be a vacancy on t h e  harness  board o r  
something. Jimmy c a l l e d  me, "Smoke," he c a l l e d  me "Admiral .'I He  always 
c a l l e d  m e  "Admiral .It  I s a i d ,  "Yes, Jimmy.'' He w a s  an e n l i s t e d  man i n  
t h e  navy. I s a i d ,  "What do you want?" He s a i d ,  "Well, who's going t o  be 
named t o  t h e  board?" Well I s a i d ,  "Tel l  you what t o  do, c a l l  m e  back 
tomorrow night ."  .He hung up, Those days you g ive  your f r i e n d s  a l i t t l e ,  
I helped him. 

Then Char l i e  Cleveland of t h e  Da i l  News would c a l l  me. I ' d  g ive  Char l i e  & something, you know, they d idn  t usua l ly  g e t  S t r a t t o n .  But I could do 
t h a t  i n  those  days. He had very  few p r e s s  conferences,  bu t  when he had a 
p r e s s  conference, I didn '  t mean--well, l i k e  they a r e  today. 

Thompson, t h e  governor today, today walks u p s t a i r s  t o  t he  pressroom and 
they a l l  go t o  t h e  tube room immediately where t h e y ' r e  a l l  t h e r e  a t  t h e  
p r e s s  conference. They ' l l  have one i n  t h e  morning and one i n  t he  
a f te rnoon f o r  t h e  a f t e rnoon  TV, Tha t ' s  t h e  way t o  do it, I ' d  be doing 
i t  the  same way. 

But back when S t r a t t o n  w a s  governor, you d i d n ' t  have i t  t h a t  way a t  a l l ,  
We'd s e t  up a p r e s s  conference and they 'd a l l  come i n  and sit i n  t h e  
governor 's  o f f i c e .  And he'd s i t  t h e r e  a t  h i s  desk and they'd take 
ques t ions  of him. And t h e r e  w a s  nobody l e f t  i n  t h e  pressroom. I f  he 
s a i d  something one p a r t i c u l a r  paper wanted. He sa id  it. But t h e  
r e p o r t e r  could no t  leave.  Smokey Downey would be s tanding  back by t h e  
door and he wouldn't l e t  them out .  And B i l l  ~ ' ~ o n n e l l  of t h e  Peo r i a  
Journa l  st i l l  t e l l s  t h a t  s to ry .  H e  t o l d  i t  t h e  o t h e r  day down a t  t h e  
pressroom, He s a i d ,  "When t h a t  son-of-a-bitch w a s  t h e r e ,  you d i d n ' t  walk 
out  on him." He s a i d ,  "You stayed there .  The governor 's  st i l l  there .  
You s t a y  r i g h t  there." 

But t h a t  was t h e  way you handled t h e  p r e s s  i n  those days. I made d a i l y  
t r i p s  t o  t h e  pressroom wi th  s ta tements  by t h e  governor o r  j u s t  go down 
and they'd a sk  you quest ions.  I ' d  go g e t  t h e  answers f o r  them and br ing  
them back down. And it was an  i n t e r e s t i n g  dea l .  But t r y i n g  t o  handle 
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and being,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e  governor 's  bu f f e r .  When you 
had t o  do everything,  i t  r e a l l y  go t  too  much. It w a s  just--you c a n ' t  do 
them a l l  and do them r i g h t .  I would have p re fe r r ed ,  I t h i n k ,  t o  have 
j u s t ,  maybe I would have p re fe r r ed  t o  have s tayed wi th  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  
I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  my basic--of course t h a t ' s  where t h e  a c t i o n  was. 
Whatever t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d id  then t h e  governor e i t h e r  had t o  conform t o  
i t  o r  he w a s  a g a i n s t  it. And you worked around it. 

Q :  S t r a t t o n  seemed t o  have good p r e s s  r e l a t i o n s  and you obviously were a 
p a r t  of t h a t .  Do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  p r e s s  was l e s s  c r i t i c a l  then? 

A: Oh, no. No,  they weren't  l e s s  c r i t i c a l .  The Daily News hated h i s  
g u t s  because he appointed Bob B a r r e t t  d i r e c t o r  of Insurance. They wanted 
t h e i r  own man i n  t h e r e ,  And I found out  l a t e r  on, I d i d n ' t  know i t  a t  
t h e  time. The B a r r e t t ' s  t r i e d  t o  buy t h e  Daily News when Knight g o t  hold 
of it t h a t  time. So t h i s  i s  one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  was going on t h a t  you 
don ' t  know about a t  t h e  time. But you can make, you d i d n ' t  have t o  fake 
s t o r i e s  wi th  the press .  You could be honest with them and t e l l  them t h e  



t r u t h .  And you could t r u s t  them, too. You could t e l l  t h e  p re s s ,  now 
he ' s  working on t h i s ,  bu t  I don ' t  want you t o  u se  it because I don' t  know 
t h a t  i t ' s  going t o  ma te r i a l i ze .  But i f  i t  does,  I'll l e t  you know, 

But they wouldn't, wel l ,  I think t h a t  t h e  news media and t h e  wr i t i ng  
press ,  they j u s t  d i d n ' t  come up and ask you a ques t ion  and then run away 
l i k e  i t ' s  today. I t ' s  an  interview.  You see it  on t h e  tube a l l  t h e  
t ime, bu t  t h a t ' s  what t h e  people watch. But handl ing t h e  p r e s s  i n  those 
days, a l l  you had t o  do w a s  be f a c t u a l .  I don' t  say,  oh, we'd bend t h e  
t r u t h  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  When I say  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  n o t  too  much. But they'd 
look a t  you and know whether you were k idding  them o r  not.  But you 
d i d n ' t  have to .  And everything was r i g h t  t h e r e  and i t  w a s  open and above 
board. 

And, of course,  you d i d n ' t  have t h e  open meetings [ a c t ]  then  because 
h e l l ,  I don't: know how t h e  governor could have a meeting with two o r  
t h r e e ,  i f  he had two o r  t h r e e  cab ine t  men i n  t h e r e ,  you would have t o  let 
t h e  p re s s  people i n  on i t  today. I guess,  I don ' t  know. 

But, no, we had no problem wi th  t h e  p r e s s  a t  a l l .  I n  f a c t ,  he  had a good 
press .  Even though we d i d n ' t  g e t  bea t ,  but  we bea t  t h e  Daily News i n  
t h a t  1956 campaign. They l a t e r  kind of turned around a l i t t l e ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  B a r r e t t  died and saw t h a t  S t r a t t o n  was running 
pretty--in f a c t  t h e  Decatur papers were a g a i n s t  S t r a t t o n  i n  t h e  primary 
i n  1952. They had an e d i t o r i a l  a f t e r  he  w a s  e l ec t ed  t r e a s u r e r .  They 
were a g a i n s t  him a s  t r e a s u r e r .  They c a r r i e d  an e d i t o r i a l  t h a t  said-- 
t h a t ' s  a f t e r  he c u t  t h e  budget--and they s a i d  maybe we w e r e  wrong about 
t h i s  man. We'll w a i t  and see.  And l a t e r  on they endorsed him. 

And i n  t h e  1952 campaign, t h e  Bloomington Pantagraph, they were 
Stevenson's family,  of course.  They had p a r t  of it, they owned p a r t  of 
it. S t r a t t o n  go t  t h e  endorsement b f  that paper. And they could never 
f i g u r e  i t  out .  Well, what they d i d n ' t  know was t h a t  t h e r e  was a guy by 
t h e  name of Downey who was i n  t h e  OSS dur ing  t h e  war and he  was i n  
England f o r  s i x  o r  seven months. And one day he was walking down t h e  
s t r e e t s  of Oxford S t r e e t  i n  London. And t h e r e  was  a fel low,  Bud Merwin. 
Be was j u s t  t h e  pub l i she r  of t h e  Pantagraph. Bud Merwin, M-E-R-W-I-N. 
He w a s  i n  t h e  navy and I ' d  met him when I was on t h e  newspaper here.  I 
took a bunch of pub l i she r s  from he re ,  I was a p o l i c e  r e p o r t e r  on t h e  
Jou rna l  and I took a bunch of pub l i she r s  from I l l i n o i s  newspapers out  t o  
t h e  Lake Club one n igh t .  The pub l i she r  of t h e  Journa l  shipped them t o  m e  
and t o l d  m e ,  "I want you t o  be out  t h e r e  with them. You make 
arrangements f o r  them." They'd s e t  up t h i s  pub l i she r ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  he re  
i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  They were he re  from Moline, Rock I s l and ,  Monmouth, 
Peoria ,  Waukegan. I remember i t  w e l l .  Bloomington was Merwin. A l l  
t he se  people. 

Anyway, Merwin was walking down t h e  s t r e e t .  I s a i d ,  "Bud, what the--Hi," 
he s a i d ,  "I j u s t  go t  over there." H e  s a i d ,  "I haven' t got  a p l ace  t o  
stay." Well, I was s t ay ing  a t  t h a t  time with Spi ro  Skouras a t  Clar idge ' s  
Hotel i n  London. He w a s  t he re .  H e  had a b i g  s u i t e  of rooms and he  
wanted me t o  s t a y  wi th  him. O f  course,  I w a s  i n  a navy uniform. I was 
l i v i n g  i n  London. So I j u s t  s tayed down t he re ,  1 w a s  about two weeks i n  
i t .  I sald, "Bud, I ' v e  go t  a room over h e r e  wi th  twin beds i n  it. You 
might a s  w e l l  s t a y  with me." So Bud Merwin s tayed with me f o r  two n i g h t s  



i n  C la r idge ' s  Hotel  i n  London, t h r e e  n i g h t s  I guess  u n t i l  he go t  a p l ace  
t o  s t ay .  

And so  when S t r a t t o n  was running f o r  governor, t h e  Bloomington Pantagraph 
t h e r e ,  everybody up t h e r e  w a s  a g a i n s t  him. But he go t  t h e  endorsement. 
And t h e y ' l l  never know how i t  was, bu t  I can t e l l  how it was. But Merwin 
c a l l e d  me and s a i d ,  "Smoke, we're going t o  endorse S t r a t ton . "  And 
S t r a t t o n  go t  t h e  endorsement, So t h a t  w a s  even Stevenson's  paper ,  So 
you see ,  wel l ,  those  a r e  t h ings  t h a t  people d i d n ' t  know about.  Tha t ' s  
how he g o t  t he  Waukegan paper endorsement. The same way. 

Q: Who d id  you know i n  Waukegan? 

A: Oh, t h e  pub l i she r ,  Ward J u s t .  I met him through down here.  When 
they were down here ,  when I was a p o l i c e  r e p o r t e r  wi th  t h e  Jou rna l ,  I 
took a l l  t he se  guys out  t o  t h e  Lake Club. It w a s  gambling out  t h e r e  and 
everything.  They d i d n ' t  want t o ,  they wouldn't do i t  i n  t h e i r  hometowns, 
bu t  they were a l l  out  t he re .  And so when I went i n t o  these  towns, I ' d  
drop i n  and s e e  t h e  pub l i she r  of t he  paper. But a l s o  go t o  t h e  
r epo r t e r s .  

Q: How would you compare t h e  Spr ing f i e ld  p r e s s  corps wi th  t h e  Chicago 
group f o r  ins tance?  

A: Back i n  those days? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Well, they were a l l  knowledgeable. Of course,  t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  
Journa l ,  never had anybody over t h e r e  a f t e r  Marney died.  They j u s t  used 
t h e  wire  s e rv i ces .  That w a s  t e r r i b l e .  Here w a s  t h e  Sp r ing f i e ld  paper.  
But they f i n a l l y  go t  around t o  p u t t i n g  somebody over t he re .  No, they  had 
knowledgeable people,  good r epor t e r s .  

Q: The budget is such a complex th ing .  

A: Oh, wel l ,  today, yes. Yes. 

Q: Could most of t he  r e p o r t e r s  dea l  knowledgeably wi th  the  budget? 

A: That ' s  why they had those  meetings. They would d i v i d e  i t  up between, 
t he re ' d  be about t e n  r e p o r t e r s  come i n t o  t h i s  budget meeting, And they 'd 
g e t  ques t ions  and a sk  about c e r t a i n  th ings ,  maybe t h e i r  paper was 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  something. Well, they 'd g e t  t h e i r  ques t ions  prepared,  And 
each of them would prepare  fou r  o r  f i v e  quest ions.  That ' s  t he  way it  was 
done. But when S t r a t t o n  turned i t  a l l  t h e  way around, he s a i d ,  "Jus t  
come r i g h t  i n  here.  Now what is it  you want t o  know about i t ? "  And t h a t  
j u s t  amazed them because he h e w  what he was t a l k i n g  about. 

And t h e  Hal Foust s t o r y  is  t h e  g r e a t e s t  one ever. He s a i d ,   oust, j u s t  
look on page 212 and y o u ' l l  see what i t  costs ."  Foust turned i t  back and 
he j u s t  shook h i s  head. He s a i d ,   h hank you, Governor." And sat down. 
And then he s a i d ,  "The smart son-of-a-bitch." I can hear  him ye t .  But 
t h a t  w a s  t h e  way it  w a s  done. 



Q: S h a l l  I go ahead o r  do we q u i t ?  

A: No, what do you want now. 

Q: I want you t o  t a l k  about your work with t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

A: Well, as I t o l d  you back i n  t h e  o t h e r  tape ,  he would s e t  up a 
program. Here' s our  app ropr i a t ion  b i l l s  f o r  each department. No 
department went i n  t h e r e  and asked f o r  more money than he thought i t  w a s  
necessary. He went through them l i n e  by l i n e .  And they'd say,  "Well, we 
need," o r  he'd say,  "We'll j u s t  c u t  t h a t .  We're not  going t o  do t h a t .  
Here's what w e ' l l  do." And he'd o u t l i n e  every one of them. And then 
they 'd come i n  w i t h  t h e i r  budgets t h a t  way. And then  they'd go through 
Hollingsworth, t h e  Department of Finance, Willard I c e  and a l l  those 
people i n  there .  They'd s e t  i t  up and then we'd t ake  It t o  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e .  In  f a c t  he never messed up. 

Well, of course,  you d i d n ' t  g e t  messed up with ERA o r  an t i -abor t ion  o r  
any of those  th ings  t h a t  a r e  [here]  today, t h a t  caused a l l  t h e  de lays .  
And t h e r e  was no problem because i t  w a s  done r i g h t .  You d i d n ' t  in t roduce  
a b i l l  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  know you could g e t  by. And he had no s i d e  i s s u e s  
t o  t r y .  It was appropr i a t ions  and whatever t h e  money was f o r  i n  each 
department,  and you explained what i t  was going f o r .  And he  wanted an 
explana t ion  and he wanted a good explana t ion  f o r  it. 

And then they would go, t h a t ' s  when t h e  d i r e c t o r  would go be fo re  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e .  And we had no problems even though we had a Democratic 
l e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  l a s t  two years  while  Paul Powell w a s  t h e  Speaker. But 
they knew t h a t  he knew what he was t a l k i n g  about.  And, of course,  I had 
been around t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  from 1939 on and I knew a l o t  of Democrats 
t h a t  I could c a l l  and g e t  vo te s  from. 

I n  f a c t  one came t o  mind t h e  o t h e r  day; Morgan Fin ley  and h e ' s  now t h e  
c i r c u i t  c l e r k  of Cook County. He succeeded Dick Daley i n  the sena te ,  
Daley's o l d  seat i n  t h e  sena te .  And t h a t '  s how I knew Richard J. Daley 
and t h a t ' s  how S t r a t t o n  got  along. H e  go t  along with Daley, too because 
of t he  meeting i n  t h e  mansion when Daley was e l ec t ed  i n  1955. But Morgan 
Finley--I th ink  i t  was 1957, Daley's f a t h e r  died.  And so t h e  sena te  w a s  
going t o  adjourn t h a t  a f te rnoon out  of deference  t o  Daley's f a t h e r .  The 
Democrats were a l l  going t o  t ake  t h e  a f te rnoon t r a i n  and go back t o  
Chicago. 

Well, Finley t h e  n i g h t  before ,  he  had been out  around t h e  Lake Club and 
some of t h e  few o t h e r  s p o t s  and he  d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  t h a t  day in time. And 
he d i d n ' t  know about them going. He had a l i t t l e  hangover. He came by 
t h e  governor 's o f f i c e  and s a i d ,  "Hey, Smoke, anybody going up t o  
Chicago?" I s a i d ,  "1 am but  i t ' s  not  going t o  be u n t i l  about 5:30.11 He 
s a i d ,  "1 missed t h e  t ra in ."  I s a i d ,  "Well, you can go up with me." So 
we took a s t a t e  p lane  and went up t o  Chicago. S t r a t t o n  s e n t  me up t o  pay 
h i s  sympathy t o  Mayor Daley on t h e  l o s s  of h i s  f a the r .  And i t  wasn't a t  
t h e  f u n e r a l  home. The wake was a t  t h e  I r i s h  homestead. It was ~ a l e y ' s  
home. The o ld  I r i s h  way. 

And so Finley and I, a s t a t e  policeman met u s  a t  t h e  Midway Airpor t  and 
we drove over t he re .  And I s a i d ,  "Mayor, Mrs. Daley, Governor S t r a t t o n  



asked m e  t o  extend h i s  sympathy t o  you, H e  sen t  m e  t o  do t h a t  because 
tomorrow," and I remember Daley saying, "Smokey, he couldn' t  have sen t  a 
b e t t e r  man, Thank you very much." And I s a i d ,  "Senator Finley here  was 
a t  a meeting we w e r e  t o  and we brought him in .  We brought him up here." 
H e  sa id ,  "Senator, I ' m  glad you a r e  here." And Daley was ge t t ing  p r e t t y  
mad a t  him because he knew about Finley running around and carousing. 

Finley, I saw him here  a t  the  Daley Monument Dedication the  o the r  day, 
He sa id ,  "Smokey, you son-of-a-bitch, Come here," Oh, he threw h i s  arms 
around me  and we had a g r e a t  time ta lk ing.  H e  sa id ,  "I remember you 
saving my butt." H e  sa id ,  "That Daley'd k i l l e d  me i f  he had known where 
I was the  n ight  before." He  was a no nonsense guy on tha t .  H e  d i d n ' t  
want these  guys running around these  places o r  anything. And so t h a t '  s 
how . . . Later  on, one t i m e  t h e r e  was a deal  he wanted t o  know how come 
Finley got  on and why d id  Finley vote  f o r  t h a t  measure. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  how 
he voted f o r  i t  because Smokey Downey did him a favor. 

That was not  only t rue ,  i t  was t r u e  with Johnny Kluczynski when I knew 
him before he went t o  the  Congress. H e  was i n  the  house. You could do 
favors f o r  Democrats i n  those days i n  the  house and i n  the  senate ,  One 
fel low's  name was Holten from down a t  East St .  Louis. They were going t o  
inves t iga te  the  Toll Road Commission, and t h e  Democrats were screaming 
about it. And some of the  Republicans d idn ' t  like it ,  And Holten had 
come t o  me  i n  the  governor's o f f i c e  oh, I don' t  know when it was. I 
think Holten was e ighty  some years old then. H e  sa id ,  "Hey, Smoke, my 
boy wants one of those small loan licenses." I sa id ,  " A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t  me 
see what I can do about it." And [ t h e r e  had] been s t o r i e s  around t h a t  
you sold them. Well, you d idn ' t  sell  them. You d idn ' t  s e l l  under 
St ra t ton .  They gave them t o  people. And if they wanted t o  do something 
i n  a campaign l a t e r  on t h a t  was up t o  them, 

But Holten came t o  me and he s a i d ,  "My boy wants one of the  l icenses."  
And I sa id ,  "Your boy," His boy was s i x t y  some then and t o  m e  who was 
then th i r ty - f ive  maybe o r  fo r ty .  No, for ty .  Anyway t h i s  inves t iga t ion  
w a s  going on. In  the  meantime the  house had put these  e l e c t r i c  keys on 
t h e i r  voting board. You didn '  t have the  e l e c t r i c  vote ,  It was a l l  by 
vote,  you know, hands up and you voted, "Aye." Well, they put the  
e l e c t r i c  scoreboard i n  and you could tu rn  it on o r  o f f .  And I ' m  walking 
down the  a i s l e .  And I sa id ,  "Frank, you know, t h a t  l i c e n s e  t h a t  you 
asked me  about, go down t o  my o f f i c e  and wait u n t i l  I g e t  back down 
there ,  it'll be taken c a r e  of f o r  you." I 'd  got ten  the  l i c e n s e  fo r  him. 
But I wasn't going t o  g ive  it. I was holding till I could use it. I 
sa id ,  "Give m e  your key." So he gave m e  h i s  key. And by one vote  it 
f a i l e d  in the  house because i t  was a Democrat house then, By one vote  i t  
f a i l e d .  

I can remember Clyde Choate running down, He  sa id ,  "Smokey Downey, t h a t  
son-of-a-bitch got  t h a t  key." They went down and t r i e d  t o  tu rn  i t  off  . 
And they couldn't  do I t .  And I s a i d ,  "I don ' t  know anything about that ."  
But Holten was down i n  my o f f i c e  and h i s  son got the  small loan l i cense ,  
whatever i t  was. 

Q: Now I don' t  understand what the  key did? You voted f o r  him? 



A: H e  had voted. I had t h e  key though. These guys were going down and 
turn ing  i t  on themselves. But I had h i s  key, They s a w  him walk--he w a s  
an o ld  man. Be always walked out .  So I s a i d ,  "Give me t h a t  key." So he 
j u s t  l e t  me have it. And I s a i d ,  ''Go on down t o  my of £ice." They looked 
a l l  over f o r  him. They went i n t o  t h e  men's room. I understand he d i d n ' t  
g e t  ou t  of t h e  place.  And where he h id  was i n  t h e  l a d i e s '  room, I th ink .  
I t h i n k  he went i n t o  t h e  l a d i e s '  restroom, 

But you could do f avor s  f o r  those  people i n  those  days. The Democrats 
from Chicago, I mean, wanted a c e r t a i n  thing.  It d i d n ' t  a f f e c t  t h e  s t a t e  
of I l l i n o i s .  S t r a t t o n  would say,  " A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t  them have it." And i t  
was a game of g ive  and take.  And w e  were very fo r tuna te .  And most of 
our--very r a r e l y  l o s t  anything i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

And then  we go t  t h e  reapportionment through, Af t e r  Daley was e l e c t e d  
mayor i n  1955, he came down t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  and ta lked  t o  S t r a t t o n .  And, 
of course,  S t r a t t o n  knew Daley. And I knew Daley w e l l  because he was t h e  
minor i ty  l eade r  i n  t h e  sena te  when I was t h e r e  wi th  Hugh Cross. 

And I remember one th ing  about Daley, A l l  t he se  people t a l k  about what 
Daley d id  and t h i s  and t h a t ,  and s e t t i n g  up h i s  s t a f f  when he w a s  t h e  
minor i ty  l eade r  i n  t h e  Senate  I s a i d ,  "Now he re  Dick, you ' re  e n t i t l e d  t o  
t h i s  $350 a month f o r  a s e c r e t a r y  here.  Give us  t he  name of your g a l  i n  
Chicago and we' 11 j u s t  send t h e  check t o  her." "No, no." He s a i d ,  "I 
don ' t  want any p a r t  of tha t . "  Every man before  then had always done it. 
He s a i d ,  "If she ' s  down he re  working, yes. But no t  up there .  No, I . . 

won't have it." So anybody ever  t e l l s  me about Daley doing something, he 
was very  honorable i n  th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  He was a no nonsense guy and he 
wouldn't do it. The r e s t  of them had taken t h r e e  of them as s e c r e t a r i e s .  
But anyway Daley came down t o  s e e  S t r a t t o n  a f t e r  he was e l ec t ed  mayor. 
And he needed [ a  one] cen t  s a l e s  t a x  f o r  t h e  c i t y  of Chicago. H e  s a i d ,  
"We need money t o  ope ra t e  up there." S t r a t t o n  s a i d ,  " A l l  r i g h t .  I ' l l  
t e l l  you what we do. You g e t  me t h e  vo te s  fo r  a cent  i nc rease  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  s a l e s  t a x  and w e ' l l  g ive  t h e  c i t i e s  one half ."  I t h i n k  i t  was two 
cen t s ,  no it was one cen t .  "And t h e  c i t i e s  can take  a ha l f  a cen t  s a l e s  
t a x  out  of t h a t  and g ive  t h e  s t a t e  and the  s t a t e  w i l l  pay them, send it 
t o  them." So t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  s t a r t  of it. 

And a l s o  t h e r e  was reapportionment coming up and they  reapport ioned the  
sena te .  And Daley gave him--at t h a t  t ime t h e r e  was only one l e g i s l a t i v e  
d i s t r i c t  i n  Cook County o u t s i d e  of Chicago. A r t  Bidwell was t h e  sena tor .  
Bernice Van de r  Vr ies  was t h e  no r the rn  member. Down south was a Democrat 
by t h e  name of McMannus, I t h i n k  t h e  o t h e r  Republican--there were two. 
Well, t h e r e  was only one l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t .  Af te r  he and Daley 
guaranteed he would go for  g iv ing  Daley t h e  c i t y  s a l e s  t a x  f o r  Chicago, 
le t  t h e  c i t y  have one cen t ,  Daley gave him a l l  those d i s t r i c t s  out  there .  

B i l l  Lynch who w a s  Daley 's  f l o o r  l eade r ,  I w a s  in t h e  navy wi th  B i l l ,  s a w  
m e  a f t e r  t h e  meeting when Daley w a s  over a t  t h e  mansion. I was t h e r e  and 
so was Lynch. But we l e f t .  H e  s a i d ,  "Oh, you son-of-a-bitches. I knew 
God damn well  t h a t  you guys would screw Daley, He'd g ive  you anything 
you want. There won' t be a Democrat s ena t e  f o r  twenty yea r s ,  l1 And he 
w a s  r i g h t .  The Democrats never got  con t ro l  of t he  sena te  f o r  twenty 
yea r s  because of t ha t ,  Because Daley wanted something and S t r a t t o n  s a i d ,  
" A l l  r i g h t .  I want t h i s .  You g ive  me these  votes." He was compromising 



and they both compromised. That was t h e  way he was taught  i n  Washington. 
And t h e r e  was--you can be sometimes phi losophica l ly ,  bu t  then g e t  r i g h t  
down t o  t h e  nut  c u t t i n g  here.  You do th ings ,  you want t o  do i t  r i g h t  and 
you're e i t h e r  going t o  win o r  you're going t o  l o se .  So i t ' s  always 
b e t t e r  t o  win. 

Q: What about t h e  Budgetary Commission? 

A: That w a s  set up--when t h e  Budgetary Commission w a s  f i r s t  s e t  up i n  
t h e  1940's. And t h e  chairman of t h a t  was Senator P e t e r s .  A l l  t h e  time 
government is cont inuing  t o  grow, grow, grow. It used t o  be t h e  
Department of Finace was set up, t h e  d i r e c t o r  of Finance, I mean. That ' s  
even before  t h e  Department of Revenue, The d i r e c t o r  of Finance would s e t  
up the  budget f o r  a l l  of them. But t h i s  way--then t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  would 
j u s t  have t o  accept  t h i s  on f u l l  f a i t h  and c r e d i t  of t h e  department. 

So they s e t  up a  Budgetary Commission so they were r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  
monies. And they s e t  up t h i s  commission with both Democrats and 
Republicans on i t ,  and they put  s u b s t a n t i a l  people i n  it. And they would 
hold hear ings  of t h e  v a r i o u s  departments. And any a s s o c i a t i o n s  o r  
anything e l s e  t h a t  would like t o  he lp  out .  They would hold these  
hear ings  and get--the idea  w a s  they go t  some semblance of o rde r  out  of 
chaos a s  f a r  a s  t h e  budget [was concerned],  The budget was g e t t i n g  t o  a 
po in t  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  war there--I mean it  was, wel l  even before  t h e  war, 
t h e  bus iness  of t h e  s t a t e  w a s  j u s t  g e t t i n g  bigger .  And the  l e g i s l a t u r e  
would j u s t  come down and they only met s i x  months out  of t h e  year .  And 
they would s i t  down he re  and say  h e r e ' s  t he  budget. Appropriat ion b i l l s  
would be passed and t h a t  was i t .  

But now the  Budgetary Commission, they  made t h e i r  recommendations. And, 
of course,  t he  governor d e a l t  with them. And they'd vo te  everything l i k e  
i n  S t r a t t o n ' s  budget. I f  you went be fo re  t h e  Budgetary Commission, of 
course,  i f  was c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  Republicans. But he s e t  h i s  budget up 
before  them. And, of course,  he had no problem. 

But he never had any problem with t h e  Budgetary Commission. They never 
t r i e d  t o  c u t  anything o r  i f  he made a recommendation, they  would fol low 
through on it p r e t t y  good. But they became very important i n  l a t e r  
years ,  t he  Budgetary Commission. I don ' t  know whether, do they s t i l l  
have one, do they? I don ' t  t h i n k  so. 

Q: I don ' t  know. 

A: No, s e e  they 've g o t  t h e  budget,  under t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i t ' s  a l l  been 
changed. 

Q: When did t h e  economy block go before  t h e  Budgetary Commission? 
Wasn't t h a t  Bidwell, when Bidwell w a s  a  young sena tor .  

A: Well, t h a t  could have been under t h e  Green adminis t ra t ion .  I wasn't  
here .  I th ink  it was under t h e  Green. 

Q: Well, i t  w a s  l a t e r  than  t h a t .  P e t e r s  was . . . 



A: Well, he was chairman under Green. 

Q: Oh, was he? 

A: Yea. Yes, P e t e r s  was chairman, 

Q: What about t h e  reapportionment? What e l s e  do you remember about 
t h a t ,  t h e  nego t i a t i ons?  Because I know t h a t  S t r a t t o n  was always very  
proud t h a t  he had been a p a r t  of t h a t .  

A: Well, t h e  reapportionment of t h e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t s .  I t o l d  you 
how he got t h a t .  

Q: That w a s  i t ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: The tax. 

A: Yes. 

Q: You knew Daley from way back. 

A: Oh, yes. I remember when--I w a s  covering the  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  day 
t h a t  he was f i r s t  down here .  And he changed from t h e  Republican s i d e  
over  t o  t h e  Democrat s i d e .  H e  was e l ec t ed  a s  a Republican and he s a t  on 
t h e  Democrat s i d e .  I d i d n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  
anything of it, I j u s t  laughed about it. Everybody knew. 

Shanahan, a guy by t h e  name of David Shanahan, from t h a t  d i s t r i c t ,  he was 
former Speaker of t he  House several times. He died and he was t h e  lone  
Republican i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  The o t h e r  two Democrats had a l r eady  been on. 
He s a i d ,  "Richard J, Daley go t  h i s  name on the  b a l l o t  a s  a Republican and 
he came down he re  a s  a Democrat." That was i n  1937. It j u s t  happened t o  
be over t h a t  day. 

And l a t e r  on, of course ,  when I w a s  i n  t he  sena te  wi th  Hugh Cross when he 
[was] l i e u t e n a n t  governor,  I knew Dick Daley very  wel l .  I worked wi th  
him. 

And i n  t h e  1946 campaign Dick Daley was running f o r  s h e r i f f  of Cook 
County. And t h e  LaSal le  Hotel  had had t h a t  t r a g i c  f i r e  there .  That w a s  
t h e  Republican headquar te rs ,  We moved our  Republican headquar te rs  over 
t o  t he  Morrison which w a s  t h e  s e a t  of t h e  Democratic headquar te rs  i n  
those  days, And Daley 's  headquar te rs  f o r  s h e r i f f  of Cook County w a s  
r i g h t  down t h e  h a l l  from where S t r a t t o n ' s  o f f i c e  f o r  congressman-at-large 
w a s .  

And we used t o  go and s e e  Dick i n  h i s  o f f i c e  a f t e r  we'd come i n  from a 
meeting a t  n igh t ,  we'd s i t  and ba t  t h e  breeze and l i e  t o  each o the r .  And 
t e l l  u s  about he was going t o  do t h i s  and we're going t o  t h i s  and t h a t  t o  
them. And he s a i d ,  "Come on Dick, go out  t o  Rush S t r e e t  with us." "No, 
t h e  h e l l  w i th  you guys. Go on out  there." 



Eddie Alexander w a s  t he re .  H e  was t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Senate. H e  was 
from Jacksonvi l le .  Myself, Barnie Kahn, Marvin MacAlister,  and t h e  
o the r ,  who was t h e  t h i r d  one I t o l d  you about,  MacAlister,  Barnie ,  and 
myself.  That ' s  r i g h t .  I guess  t h e  t h r e e  of u s  and Eddie. Four of u s  
would be t h e r e  and we'd go down and b a t  t h e  breeze wi th  Daley. H e  never 
drank, 

Q: But you always l i k e d  him? 

A: Oh, sure .  Well, I g o t  along wi th  him, Oh, he'd g e t  up and g ive  u s  
h e l l ,  but  he'd have t o  do i t ,  we knew t h a t .  But Daley w a s  a no nonsense 
guy. Like I t o l d  you about he wouldn't t ake  a d o l l a r  f o r  h i s  s e c r e t a r y ,  
she would be down here  working, she 'd  g e t  paid. "I don' t  want any of 
t h a t  up there." And a l o t  of people,  they  wouldn' t t h i n k  of something 
l i k e  t h a t .  

But I remember--and then I was i n  t he  s e r v i c e  and went out  t o  t h e  
S o l d i e r ' s  F ie ld  one day, t h e  navy, our  team was playing Notre Dame a t  
S o l d i e r ' s  F i e ld  a t  Grea t  Lakes. We had a11 t h e  p ros  i n  f o o t b a l l  up 
there .  And they a l l  jumped t o  t h e  navy, They didn '  t want t o  go t o  t h e  
army. Dick was t h e r e  and I s a t  wi th  him f o r  a l i t t l e  while  during t h e  
game. But I knew Dick Daley very  well  and S t r a t t o n  knew him. S t r a t t o n  
got  along w i t h  him f i n e .  No problems. 

Well, Chicago is  p a r t  of I l l i n o i s .  But Chicago needs--the mayor before  
Daley was Kennelly. And he had no p o l i t i c a l  experience whatsoever. That 
was one of t h e  reasons t h a t  made Daley look so good a f t e r  Kennelly 
stepped out  of there .  He succeeded Kennelly. But Kennelly w a s  a 
businessman and he d i d n ' t  go along with the  organiza t ion .  The 
o rgan iza t ion  of p o l i t i c s  j u s t  wasn't  h i s  cup of t e a ,  H e  was a very  f i n e  
man. 

But Daley was a p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c i a n  and t h a t ' s  t he  d i f f e r e n c e  wi th  
S t r a t t o n  as governor. I see t h e  mayor of Chicago was Kennelly when 
Stevenson was i n  there .  They couldn ' t  g e t  anything done. Nei ther  one 
knew how t o  ope ra t e  with t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  S t a t t o n  was governor, Daley 
was mayor. He'd come down and he'd sit down, "Here's what I want. Le t ' s  
work t h i s  out." And i n  those  days those  Democrats, they d i d n ' t  have any 
independent Democrats up there .  You were a Democrat o r  a Democrat. You 
weren' t a Democrat o r  nothing e l s e ,  Independent. They would vo te  r i g h t  
down t h e  l i n e .  The Republicans were t h e  ones t h a t  were Independent. 
Some of them wouldn't . . . The budgetary s t u f f  could have been i n  under 
Stevenson, I n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  it was. 

Q: How much of t h e  governor 's  t h e  w a s  devoted t o  dea l ing  wi th  Chicago 
problems? 

A: Well, he would devote whatever time was necessary. I know t h a t ' s  an 
answer t h a t  you can use i n  any o t h e r  way. He d i d n ' t  make a Hollywood 
product ion out  of it. He j u s t  went ahead and d id  i t .  

Q: What I ' m  ask ing  is, is  t h a t  a major chunk of his t ime? 

A: I imagine i t ' a  g e t t i n g  more so,  i t ' s  worse now than i t  ever  was. But 
he had t o  d e a l  wi th  t h e  CTA and t h e  RTA. And they 've changed t h a t ,  t h e  



t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system was a l l  changed over there .  O f  course,  p o l i t i c s  is  
about t he  same i n  Chicago as it  is i n  downstate I l l i n o i s  and i n  t h e  
governor' s o f f i c e .  I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  people a r e  running it, But 
t h e r e ' s  go t  t o  be a c lo seness  of dependency on t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  as Chicago 
and downstate. There 's  no t  t h a t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  p r e s s  today t r i e s  t o  
make out  about downstate and Cook County o r  Chicago. 

He l l ,  t h e r e ' s  more problems up i n  Cook County between Chicago and the  
suburban areas than  t h e r e  is between downstate when you g e t  r i g h t  down t o  
i t .  And a l o t  of downstate Democrats don' t agree  wi th  a l o t  of t h ings  
t h a t  Chicago Democrats want because t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  They 
c a n ' t  go along wi th  some of t h a t  s t u f f .  Take wel fare  f o r  i n s t ance  and 
t h e  pub l i c  aid. Those downstaters ,  they  c r inge  sometimes when they  vo te  
f o r  t h a t .  You know t h a t .  

But you've go t  t o  have--we're a l l  i n  one s t a t e .  And i f  you want t o  e x i s t  
and go ahead be a s t a t e  i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t ,  they 've go t  t o  g e t  along. No 
one p l ace  can--downstate nor Chicago nor t he  suburbs,  no one p o l i t i c a l  
e n t i t y  can con t ro l  it. They've a l l  go t  t o  work toge ther .  And, of 
course,  you ' l l  have an awful time making downstate people be l i eve  t h a t  
thir ty- two thousand d o l l a r s  f o r  bus d r i v e r s  i n  Chicago is no t  ou t  of l i n e  
according t o  t h e  Chicago people,  And they can' t s e e  t h a t  they  want a s  
much s a l e s  tax up the re .  Everybody pays t h a t .  

I can remember when the  Democrats put  t h e  sales t a x  on. Henry Horner w a s  
t h e  governor t h a t  pu t  i t  on. I remember t h a t ,  I was on the  paper here.  
Oh, they wanted t o  c r u c i f y  him. And t h a t  w a s  t h e  worse th ing  t h a t  ever  
happened. So, no Republican governor has  ever  taken it o f f  though. Like 
Ogi lv ie  put  t he  income t a x  on. None of them a r e  ever  going t o  t ake  i t  
o f f .  But he go t  bea t  next  t ime around because of it. 

Q: What about some of t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  when you were 
working with S t r a t t o n ?  

A: We don't  have time t o  go through t h a t .  

Q: Who comes t o  your mind immediately i n  what contac t?  

A: Oh, t h e r e ' s  been so many i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The L e g i s l a t i v e  
Correspondence Assoc ia t ion  used t o  p ick  out  t he  outs tanding  freshmen 
l e g i s l a t o r s  and so  on. Well, l a t e r  i n  t h e  f i f t i e s  they s t a r t e d  picking 
out  more of t h e  Independents because they'd g e t  up on t h e  f l o o r ,  and take  
on the  bosses ,  and so on. But l e g i s l a t o r s  who were so  d i f f e r e n t .  One 
fel low,  he would s tudy t o  be--he would g e t  t h e  smarts on a c e r t a i n  
department and he would use t h a t .  He would know t h a t .  They would depend 
on him t o  handle i t ,  Oh, t h e r e ' s  been a l o t  of l e g i s l a t o r s .  

Q: Can you g ive  me an example of t h a t ?  Who was p a r t i c u l a r l y  
knowledgeable t h a t  you needed t o  go t o  i n  a c e r t a i n  a r e a ?  

A: Well, I t o l d  you one on anything of u n i v e r s i t i e s  o r  s t u f f  we'd go t o  
Pe t e r s .  And I t o l d  you about Senator  Pe ters .  I don' t  t h ink  he w a s  ever  
picked a s  one of t h e  outs tanding  l e g i s l a t o r s  as f a r  a s  knowledgeabili ty 
and g e t t i n g  th ings  done. But I t o l d  you why. He would vo te  f o r  t h i n g s  
t h a t  were u n i v e r s i t y  r e l a t e d ,  bu t  you've got  t o  vo te  f o r  some of those 



t h ings  t o  g e t  u n i v e r s i t y  app ropr i a t ions  through. And those  days were 
days of g lve  and t ake .  

Warren Wood, Speaker of t h e  House, w a s  a very  va luab le  l e g i s l a t o r .  And 
John Lewis was t h e  floor l e ade r ,  Bidwell was i n  t h e  sena te .  Pe t e r s  i n  
t h e  sena te .  Democrats were B i l l  Clark who was a t t o r n e y  genera l .  But 
1'11 give  you those  l a t e r  on. Let me think about i t ,  There's so many of 
them. Had very  few Independents,  o f  course.  

Q: The pa r ty  l eade r sh ip  was very s t rong .  

A: Oh, yes.  Y e s .  Carpent ie r  was a good l e g i s l a t o r .  I g o t  along with 
him, but  he  was a no nonsense guy. I thought he  had t r o u b l e  being 
e l ec t ed .  And he did of course.  And once he  go t  i n  o f f i c e  he knew how t o  
handle it. Ab Mikva he was a Democrat. H e  was a f e d e r a l  judge up there .  
He always g ive  a s h o r t  speech of f i f t y - f i v e  minutes, no longer  than an 
hour. I used t o  k i d  him about it ,  That ' s  what he gave a t  t h e  Daley 
ded ica t ion  over h e r e  t h e  o t h e r  day. 

And then  Adamowski, he  was on there .  He w a s  t h e  Democrat f l o o r  l eade r  
when I went with Cross i n  1939. H e  r an  i n  1940 f o r  congressman-at-large 
and I saw him a f t e r  he  go t  bea t .  I s a i d ,  "Ben, i f  you would have changed 
your name t o  Ben Adams you'd been elected."  He would have been. H e  
d i d n ' t  g e t  any v o t e s  a t  all downstate. He go t  bea t  i n  t h e  primary. 

Of course,  t h e  Democrats had an awful l o t  of ou ts tanding  l e a d e r s  on t h e i r  
s i d e .  And you'd hea r  more about them because t h e  Republicans d i d n ' t  have 
t o  g e t  up and make a l o t  of no ises .  They had t h e  votes .  When you've go t  
t h e  vo te s  you don ' t  have t o  say anything. Now B i l l  Pol lack on t h e  f l o o r  
of t h e  house, oh, h e  was t e r r i f i c .  

I n  1959, B i l l  Pol lack turned out  one of t h e  g r e a t  f l o o r  l e a d e r s  f o r  t he  
Republicans and they were i n  t h e  minor i ty  i n  t h e  house, And Powell w a s  
Speaker [ i n  t h e  ~ o u s e ] ,  Paul Powell was a l e g i s l a t o r ,  a no nonsense guy. 
Of course,  you could make a d e a l  with about a l l  t h e  southern  I l l i n o i s  
guys. There'd be about twenty-two vo te s  on e i t h e r  side. There 's  about 
t h i r t y  vo te s  f r m  southern  I l l i n o i s .  And l i s t e n ,  those  Republican and 
Democrats when they s tuck  toge the r ,  hey, you had a d e a l  wi th  them. B i l l  
Lynch who l a t e r  became a f e d e r a l  judge, l eade r  i n  the sena te .  Ed 
Laughlin,  GA-U-GH-L-I-N, from Freepor t ,  Republican l eade r .  He was i n  
t h e  sena te  and he was a b i g  leader .  Walker But le r  was a Republican from 
Chicago and l a t e r  was s e n a t e  pro-tern. But he  was f l o o r  l eade r  under 
S t r a t t o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  t ime around, I remember him g e t t i n g  up and t e a r i n g  
a p a r t  one Jake Arvey. H e  was known as the  p o l i t i c a l  boss  i n  Cook County. 
Do you remember t h a t  name? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Jake Arvey. He  s a i d ,  "Let Mr. Anrey come out  t o  my d i s t r i c t . "  He 
s a i d  t h i s  when he  w a s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  por t  a u t h o r i t y  i n  Chicago. They 
d i d n ' t  want i t  e s t ab l i shed .  And he c a r r i e d  t h e  b a l l  f o r  them and he bea t  
them, And he  said, " ~ e t  him come out." And h e  bea t  him t h e  next  t ime 
too. Walker Bu t l e r ,  Senator  Walker Bu t l e r  from Chicago. He l a t e r  became 
a c i r c u i t  judge--a Republican, i f  you please.  
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Q: We ta lked  a l i t t l e  t h e  l a s t  time about your involvement i n  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  and i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  matters, And dur ing  S t r a t t o n ' s  f i r s t  year  
i n  o f f i c e  t h e r e  was a c r o s s  t h e  country a r e a l  concern because of J o e  
McCarthy's hear ings  about l o y a l t i e s  and communists i n  government. And i n  
I l l i n o i s  t h e r e  were t h e  ~ r o y l e s '  b i l l s  which would have requi red  oa ths  
and would have, what 's  t he  word, requi red  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of p o s s i b l e  
communists i n  t h e  government. Can you t e l l  me what you know about t h a t  
whole s i t u a t i o n ?  

A: Well, as f a r  as t h e  Broyles '  b i l l s  were concerned Senator  Broyles of 
M t .  Vernon had s e t  up an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  committee wi th  l e g i s l a t i v e  
approval i n  Ad la i  Stevenson's  adminis t ra t ion .  And t h i s  was a t  t h e  time 
of t h e  McCarthy hear ings ,  and a l s o  Adlai  Stevenson had t e s t i f i e d  a s  t o  
t he  good cha rac t e r  of Alger H i s s .  And t h a t  brought on a f e e l i n g  i n  t he  
I l l i n o i s  l e g i s l a t u r e  and t h e  1951 se s s ion ,  I be l i eve  i t  was. 

But anyway the  Broyles '  b i l l s ,  S t r a t t o n  had nothing t o  do wi th  them 
o r i g i n a l l y .  That was a l l  brought on by Stevenson t e s t i f y i n g  f o r  Alger 
H i s s  and t h a t  was t h e  background of them a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time. Now 
t h e r e  were o the r  b i l l s  introduced a f t e r  S t r a t t o n  became governor t o  
poss ib ly  provide s t i f f e r  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  persons who would not  t ake  t h e  
l o y a l t y  oa ths  i n  some matter o r  some form w a s  chosen r i g h t f u l l y  o r  
wrongfully of kowtowing t o  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of p a t r i o t i s m  o r  whatever you 
want t o  c a l l  it. 

But as far a s  t h e  S t r a t t o n  admin i s t r a t i on  having anything t o  do wi th  
in t roducing  t h e  ~ r o y l e s '  b i l l s ,  t h a t  a l l  happened before  he took o f f i c e  
a s  governor. However, t h e r e  w a s  an e f f o r t  i n  t he  1953 s e s s i o n  of t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  reach some s o r t  of a compromise on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  Broyles 
Commission. And t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, it w a s  a success  in  as much 
as S t r a t t o n  might have vetoed one of those  b i l l s  and I ' m  no t  su re  which 
one i t  was. But t h e r e  was an understanding o r  an  agreement reached 
ev iden t ly  between t h e  b i l l  sponsor and those who d i d n ' t  want t o  g e t  i n t o  
a witch hunt of any kind. Cooler heads I would say. 

Although t h e r e  was a l o t  of cool  heads on the--in favor  of t h e  Broyles '  
b i l l s  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  j unc tu re  in  h i s to ry .  But Governor S t r a t t o n ,  he 
must have vetoed one of those  b i l l s .  Now what t he  con ten t s  of t h a t  b i l l  
was a t  t h i s  t ime I do n o t  know. And I don ' t  know where I could t u r n  t o  
f i n d  out  about it. So t h a t ' s  as much as I can t e l l  you about t h a t .  

Q: During t h a t  f i r s t  year  of h i s  admin i s t r a t i on  a l s o ,  t he  
reapportionment was an accomplishment which S t r a t t o n  was very  proud of .  
And we  ta lked  a l i t t l e  about i t  t h e  o t h e r  day, But can you as someone 
who w a s  f o r  years  involved i n  watching t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and working wi th  
them, can you t a l k  about t h e  impact of t h a t  reapportionment a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
balance of power, so  t o  speak, i n  t h e  s t a t e ?  

A: Well, a r e  you t a l k i n g  about reapportionment of t he  congress iona l  
d i s t r i c t s  o r  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about reapportionment of t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
d i s t r i c t s ?  



Q: L e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s ,  The understanding was t h a t  Chicago had r e a l l y  
been underrepresented f o r  about f i f t y  years  and t h e  reapportionment had 
n o t  been accomplished u n t i l  S t r a t t o n  was governor. 

A: Yes, and i t  depends on where you l i ved  whether you thought Chicago 
w a s  underrepresented.  

Q: I ' m  su re  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  

A: With t h e  e l e c t i o n  of Richard Daley as mayor of Chicago, and Daley 
having served i n  both t h e  house and t h e  sena te  and w a s  t h e  minor i ty  
l eade r  i n  t he  s e n a t e  i n  t h e  f o r t i e s ,  and on h i s  being e l e c t e d  mayor of 
Chicago, Chicago faced problems, No ques t ion  about t h a t .  Both f i n a n c i a l  
and l e g i s l a t i v e ,  and Daley came t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  f o r  a  conference wi th  t h e  
governor seeking a  s a l e s  t a x  inc rease  f o r  t h e  c i t i e s .  And had a meeting 
i n  t he  mansion. They were a lone  i n  t h e  room because I stepped out .  I 
was not  a p a r t  of t h a t  and t h e r e  w a s  no one e l s e ,  only the  two people,  
Governor S t r a t t o n  and Mayor Daley. 

And Daley agreed t h a t  S t r a t t o n  wauld l e t  him i f  he would g ive  t h e  c i t i e s  
an  a d d i t i o n a l  one cen t  s a l e s  tax.  I n  those days the  s t a t e  had t o  put  on 
t h e  s a l e s  t a x  inc rease  and then  i t  would be divided among t h e  c i t i e s .  
But t h e  c i t i e s  had t o  put  on a c e r t a i n  amount themselves. And Daley 
wanted t h a t  and he wanted i t  badly. And I can remember S t r a t t o n  t e l l i n g  
me, he s a i d ,  "Gee, I had had no t roub le  a t  a l l  with him, Smoke, because I 
d idn ' t  t h ink  he'd accept  what I asked f o r  and he took everything t h a t  I 
asked him fo r .  And t h a t  was t h a t  and he would support  t h e  
reapportionment. " 

Up t o  t h a t  time t h e r e  w a s  one s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  i n  a l l  of Cook County 
ou t s ide  o f  t h e  c i t y  of Chicago. Arthur Bidwell was t h e  sena to r  i n  t h a t  
d i s t r i c t  and i t  r an  from Lake County i n  t h e  n o r t h  down t o  Howard S t r e e t  
i n  Chicago and down south almost t o  Calumet City.  And a l l  t h a t  south,  
southwestern, western s e c t i o n s  of Cook County, a l l  t h a t  heav i ly  
populated, only had one s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  and t h a t  was changed i n  t h e  
next  s e s s i o n  when the  l e g i s l a t u r e  m e t .  There were f i v e  s e n a t o r i a l  
d i s t r i c t s  s e t  up i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  

And I remember very  we l l  B i l l  Lynch who w a s  t he  minor i ty  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  
sena te ,  Senator B i l l  Lynch, he was ~ a l e y ' s  pa r tne r  i n  Chicago in  t h e  l a w  
firm. I knew Lynch in t h e  navy, i n  World War 11. And he came out  i n t o  
my o f f i c e  t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  conference between S t r a t t o n  and Daley. And 
i f  you weren't  a lady I would t e l l  you what he s a i d .  He s a i d ,  "What you 
and S t r a t t o n  d id  t o  Daley, you sons of b i tches ,"  he s a i d ,  "we won't e l e c t  
a  Democrat s ena t e  f o r  twenty years." And he was r i g h t ,  bu t  we were 
kidding about it. But they  got  what they wanted, and S t r a t t o n  got  what 
he wanted . 
S t r a t t o n  was a good in - f igh te r  i n  dea l ing  wi th  l e g i s l a t i v e  mat te rs .  H e  
knew what he wanted. He knew t h a t  t h e r e ' s  an  awful l o t  of l e g i s l a t i o n  
t h a t  r e a l l y  has  nothing t o  do wi th  t h e  admin i s t r a t i on  whether i t ' s  
Democrat o r  Republican. There 's  b i l l s  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  has  i n  t h e r e  
and people know whether t h e y ' r e  i nd iv idua l  b i l l s .  A guy p u t s  them i n  f o r  
t h e  f o l k s  back home knowing they haven ' t  go t  a  chance. And i t  was t h e r e  
w i th  us. And i t  s t i l l  goes t h a t  way today, 



But S t r a t t o n  would des igna te  what he wanted i n  b i l l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
app ropr i a t ion  b i l l s  and t h i s  is  what we wanted. And then he'd change it.  
Get t he  app ropr i a t ion  b i l l s  through, g e t  our  program through what w e  
want. Like on t h e  highway programs he wanted t o  put  a t o l l  roads r a i s e  
i n  and we had an awful t ime wi th  them, but  they got  them because we 
fought f o r  those and we go t  them. And God knows where they would be i n  
Chicago today on t h e  nothera  t ier of coun t i e s  up t h e r e  i f  it hadn ' t  been 
f o r  t h e  t o l l  roads. 

But t h a t ' s  j u s t  an example o f ,  t o  g e t  back t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
reapportionment,  he knew what he wanted, Daley knew what he wanted. They 
were both pros  i n  t h e  game of p o l i t i c s .  There was government by people 
and government by p o l i t i c s ,  and they were both expe r t s  and so people l i k e  
t h a t  s a t  down and you can f i n d  out--I've seen i t  a l l  my years  i n  it--when 
people sit down and talk, no ma t t e r  how t h e i x  phi losophies  may d i f f e r ,  a 
person can sit down and . . . Well, a s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t  you t h i n k  you're  
a b e t t e r  f r i e n d  than  t h e  guy i n  t h e  oppos i te  pa r ty  a f t e r  you s i t  down and 
t a l k  wi th  him, than  your people in  your own p a r t y  who th ink  l e f t  
them high and dry  o r  c u t  them out .  But t h a t ' s  t r u e  i n  everything.  
P o l i t i c s  in p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q: I f  t he  reapportionment d id  i n  f a c t  g ive  more power t o  Chicago, why 
would Daley have t o  be convinced o r  why he would t r ade  t h a t ?  

A: He wanted t h e  money t o  run,  t h a t  w a s  p a r t  of t h e  dea l .  

Q: But wouldn't he have supported t h e  reapportionment anyway? 

A: Well, t he  reapportionment wasn't a p a r t  of t h i s  meeting, S t r a t t o n  
and Daley were t a l k i n g  about i t  and Daley s a i d ,  "What do you want out  05 
i t ? "  And he s a i d ,  "Well, t h i s  is what I ' d  l i k e  t o  get." And he said, 
" A l l  r igh t . "  And S t r a t t o n  s a i d ,  "I never thought he would t ake  it." And 
t h a t ' s  h i s  s t o r y  t o  me. 

And Senator  Lynch made a few o t h e r  n i c e  remarks a f te rwards ,  being a 
couple of navy men I understood him very  wel l .  When Chicago go t ,  they  
had more s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  Chicago, t oo  because they  hadn' t  
reapport ioned t h e  state s i n c e  1940 and i t  had grown [ s i n c e ]  then.  It 
r e s u l t e d  i n  one d e a l ,  one thing.  And l a t e r  on i t  was e a s i e r  f o r  you, 
they could do away wi th  t h e  county boundary l i n e s  and t h e  township 
boundary l i n e s .  They could go from t h e  c i t y  i n t o  t h e  county. And t h a t  
s t a r t e d  a f t e r  t h a t .  Chicago, t h a t ' s  your problem today. Chicago today 
wi th  having l o s t  s i x  hundred thousand people i n  t he  l a s t  t e n  yea r s  and 
they ' r e  fac ing  a tremendous l o s s  i n  both t h e  I l l i n o i s  l e g i s l a t u r e  and t h e  
Congress. And t h e  days of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  machine up t h e r e  t e l l i n g  them 
how they ' r e  going t o  v o t e  i s  gone, I th ink .  

Q: Is t h a t  why t h e  reapportionment r i g h t  now has reached . . . 
A: Oh, yes. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  one of t h e  reasons. And we were d i scuss ing  
he re  t h i s  morning t h e  e l e c t i o n  of P a t e  P h i l l i p s  a s  Republican minor i ty  
l eade r  i n  the s t a t e  s ena te ,  Here's a man t h a t  l i v e s  out  i n  Kane County 
and j u s t  last week the  Chicago Tribune b l a s t e d  him as a candida te  f o r  
p re s iden t  of t h e  sena te ,  Said,  "He's anti-Chicago, he shouldn ' t  be i n  
there." Well, I was t a l k i n g  t o  a f r i e n d  of mine yes te rday  and I s a i d ,  "I 
























































