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WILLIAM 'SMOKEY" DOWNEY 

J u l y  21, 1981, Tape 1, Side 1 

Q: I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  go i n t o  your background and g ive  me an i d e a  of 
how you got  t o  t h e  S t r a t t o n  adminis t ra t ion  i n  1952. 

A: The reason I g o t  t o  t h e  S t r a t t o n  admin i s t r a t i on  i n  1952 was because I 
was with t h e  S t r a t t o n  admin i s t r a t i on  i n  1950 when he was e l ec t ed  s t a t e  
t r e a s u r e r ,  and he went r i g h t  from t h e  o f f i c e  of state t r e a s u r e r  t o  t h e  
o f f i c e  of governor. So t h a t ' s  t h e  simple reason why I was with i t  i n  
1952. 

Q: But what is  your p o l i t i c a l  background? 

A: Well, I was a  newspaperman and went t o  work a t  t h e  I l l i n o i s  
S t a t e  Jou rna l  i n  1928. And one of my f i r s t  assignments w a s  p o l i c e  
r epo r t ing ,  and then  I covered t h e  cou r t s .  And p o l i t i c a l  e d i t o r  a t  t h a t  
t ime on t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  Journa l  was a  man by t h e  name of George 
Marney, M-A-R-N-E-Y. H e  had been p o l i t i c a l  e d i t o r  t h e r e  f o r  years  and he  
w a s  r e a l l y  beloved by everyone i n  t h e  s t a t e  house. 

O f  course,  i n  those  days t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was i n  sess ion .  Four Chicago 
papers s e n t  a man down, t h e  Tribune, t h e  Daily News, t h e  Chicago Journa l  
was i n  ex i s t ence  then ,  and t h e  Herald and t h e  American. There were f i v e  
of them. They were t h e  Hearst papers.  And t h e  Associated Press ,  and t h e  
United Press  and t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  News a l l  had bureaus i n  Spr ingf ie ld .  
There were t h r e e  bureaus here.  The Jou rna l  and t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  
Regis te r  had t h e i r  r e p o r t e r s  over there .  So t h e r e  were f i v e .  And then 
when t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was i n  s e s s i o n  t h e r e  would be s i x  more, there 'd  be 
eleven a t  t h e  tops.  Today t h e r e ' s  t h r e e  t imes t h a t  many i n t e r n s  running 



over each o t h e r  over t h e r e ,  and they don' t  know what i t ' s  a l l  about ye t .  
1t's not  t h e i r  f a u l t ,  r e a l l y .  

But Marney was s i c k  and he had a malignancy so  I was s e n t  over one day t o  
cover t h e  sena te .  The sena te  i n  those  days met a t  four  o 'c lock  i n  t h e  
af ternoon.  The house would meet i n  t h e  daytime and I was s e n t  over i n  
t h e  a f te rnoon t o  cover because i t  w a s  t h e  morning paper and we d i d n ' t  go 
t o  work u n t i l  t h r e e  o 'c lock  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  Got o f f  a t  2:30 i n  t he  
morning. They were s h o r t  hours. We only had s i x  days a week though. 
And I g o t  to--I remember i t  very  well--Senator Martin Carlson from 
Moline. He w a s  chairman of some s o r t  of a commission t h a t  was making a 
r epor t .  And I had t o  cover  t h a t  meeting. I got  t he  r epo r t .  And then I 
watched t h e  sena te  i n  s e s s i o n  t h a t  a f te rnoon and I enjoyed it. 

It waan't q u i t e  a s  e x c i t i n g  a s  covering p o l i c e  b e a t  i n  t h e  boot legging 
days around Spr ing f i e ld .  One year we had t h i r t y  murders here  unsolved. 
But i t  w a s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I went back on a number of occasions and covered 
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  a f te rnoons  when they were i n  sess ion .  

Q: Why d i d  the  sena te  meet a t  fou r  o 'c lock  i n  t he  af ternoon? 

A: You'd have t o  a sk  those  people. That ' s  t he  way they d id  i t  i n  those  
days. The sena te  m e t  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon,  never i n  t h e  morning. Oh, some 
of those members, they had t h e i r  f rock  c o a t s  on them and t h e r e  w a s  never 
anybody allowed i n  t h e r e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  have a t i e  and a coa t  on. They were 
very  p r e c i s e  and I mean very formal. 

And Senator  Richard J. Barr  w a s  t h e  dean of t h e  sena te ,  we l l  he was t h e  
sen io r  s ena to r ,  Republican leader .  Tom Courtenay was t h e  Democratic 
l eade r  and he was l a t e r  s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y  of Cook County and a candida te  
f o r  governor i n  1932, 1 bel ieve .  

I enjoyed i t  very  much, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  th ing .  Of course,  my f a t h e r  w a s  i n  
p o l i t i c s  i n  Logan County, Lincoln,  where I was born. And he w a s  deputy 
county c l e r k  up the re .  And had been i n  t h e  cou r t  house f o r  years .  He 
was kind of a r a r i t y  i n  our family. We were I r i s h  Cathol ic ,  and 
Republicans. I remember going t o  S t .  P a t r i c k ' s  School i n  Lincoln.  And 
t h e  ~ e a l y ' s ,  and t h e  Moos's, and t h e  Murphy's. They were a l l  Democrats. 
I asked my f a t h e r  one time when I was i n  school.  I said ,  "Dad, how come 
most of t h e  k ids  i n  school  and a l l  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a r e  Democrat?" Of 
course,  t he re '  s ~ r o n i n '  s and t h e  Downey ' s, and t h e  Vlahovich' s, and 
S ta rkov i t z ' s ,  and a l l  of those  northenders  who were coa l  miners ,  they  
were a l l  Republicans. Dad t o l d  me i t  was because he helped them g e t  
t h e i r  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  papers  when t h e i r  f a t h e r s  came over here .  And he 
s a i d ,  "But anyway t h e r e ' s  two c l a s s e s  of I r i s h , "  He s a i d ,  "Jus t  remember 
t h e r e ' s  a Republican I r i s h  and then t h e r e ' s  t h e  Shanty I r i sh . "  
( l augh te r )  I n  a joking way, I mean. He wasn't  f a c e t i o u s  about it. H e  
was f a c e t i o u s  about it, but  he d i d n ' t  mean anything by i t .  But it was 
t h e  t r u t h .  H i s  family were Republican i n  Pennsylvania. They came out  t o  
I l l i n o i s  from Pennsylvania.  H i s  family were coa l  miners. 

And t h a t ' s  where my dad go t  t h e  nickname of Smokey. H e  s t a r t e d  school  i n  
Lincoln, He was e i g h t  yea r s  old.  And he s t a r t e d  t o  school i n  Lincoln a t  
S t ,  p a r r i c k ' s  School. And t h e  sister asked him where he l i v e d  be fo re  he 
moved t o  Lincoln. She s a i d ,  "William, where d id  you l ive? ' '  And he s a i d ,  



"Shamokin, Pennsylvania." And those  I r i s h  thought t h a t  was funny, and 
they c a l l e d  him Smokey from t h a t  time on. And it  was handed down t o  me. 
My name's t he  same a s  my f a t h e r ,  W i l l i a m  Downey. But t h a t ' s  how I g o t  
in .  I mean I r e a l l y  was r a i s e d  i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  atmosphere. 

I remember l i v i n g  a s  a  young [boy]-my f a t h e r  had a  h o t e l  i n  Lincoln 
between times he was out  of p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e .  And t h e r e  was a  newspaper 
next  door t o  us ,  t h e  S t a r .  And I can remember them f l a s h i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  - 
r e s u l t s  on the  screen  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  depot a t  n i g h t  
when t h e  e l e c t i o n  l i g h t s  were going. E lec t ion  i n  those days, t h a t ' s  how 
they got  t h e  information. And t h a t ' s  how I r e a l l y  got  i n t o  t h e  newspaper 
bus iness  t oo  from t h a t  angle .  

But my f a t h e r  w a s  i n  t h e  cou r t  house i n  Logan County i n  1908. He'd 
served i n  t he  Spanish-American War, and he came back t o  Lincoln and 
wasn't much t o  do t h e r e  so he came down t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  and got  a  job i n  
t h e  c o a l  mines he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  He went t o  n i g h t  school.  A man by 
t h e  name of Gue Thompson of Lincoln was e l ec t ed  c i r c u i t  c l e r k  up t h e r e  i n  
1908, and he was looking f o r  an  I r i s h ,  Cathol ic  Republican t o  go i n t o  h i s  
o f f i c e .  And they t o l d  him about my dad. And Dad went back t o  Lincoln 
then i n  1908. I beg your pardon, 1904. 1904, r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  Spanish 
war. 1904, he went back t o  Lincoln and he was deputy c i r c u i t  c l e r k  from 
1904 u n t i l  1912. And then  my f a t h e r  ran  f o r  c i r c u i t  c l e r k  t h a t  year  i n  
Logan County, and he go t  bea t  i n  t h e  Bul l  Moose l ands l ide .  That w a s  t h e  
year t h a t  Teddy Roosevelt  r an  and s p l i t  t h e  Republican par ty .  And my dad 
went down i n  de fea t .  

So then  he opened up a  h o t e l  and he was i n  t h e  hotel f o r  t e n  years .  And 
when p r o h i b i t i o n  came along he folded t h e  ho te l .  He s a i d  t h e r e  was no 
money t o  be made i n  t h e  h o t e l  a s  long you d i d n ' t  have the  saloon wi th  i t .  
Then he l a t e r  went wi th  t h e  county c l e r k  up there .  A man by t h e  name of 
Mowrey w a s  e l e c t e d  i n  1922. And Dad went wi th  him and then  he s tayed i n  
t h a t  o f f  i c e  until he d ied  i n  1935. 

So I had a p o l i t i c a l  background. So when I g o t  over t o  watch t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  back i n  1929 t h e r e ,  oh, I was seeing th ings  t h a t  was g r e a t  i n  
my book. Because l a t e r  on I was o f f e red  a  job i n  Decatur.  And It was 
organizing t h e  g u i l d  over t h e r e  o r  something. And they had a s t r i k e  o r  
something. But anyway Dave F e l t s  used t o  be i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  wrote a  
column and was a  s p o r t s  e d i t o r  and wrote an e d i t o r i a l  and was ch ief  
w r i t e r  f o r  the  Decatur Herald. 

He moved t o  Decatur wi th  t h e  Lindsey papers  and they wanted me t o  work 
f o r  them. He c a l l e d  m e  up and wanted m e  t o  come over t he re .  They 
o f f e red  me f i v e  d o l l a r s  more a  week than I was making i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  
That put me up t o  about t h i r t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s ,  I think.  I was making 
t h i r t y  then. And I went over t o  Decatur and I spent  a day and went 
around. But t h e  S t a l e y  S tarch  Works and t h e  c i t y  h a l l  and t h e  Mueller 
ironworks, and county bu i ld ing  t h e r e  d i d n ' t  hold t h e  l u r e  f o r  me t h a t  t h e  
S t a t e  House i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  d id .  Whether it was my p o l i t i c a l  background, 
bu t  i t  was t h e  c e n t e r  of th ings .  

So I came back he re  and I t o l d  Emil Smith the  e d i t o r  of t he  paper.  I 
s a i d ,  "I 've got  a  chance t o  go t o  Decatur f o r  f i v e  d o l l a r s  a  week more." 
H e  s a i d ,  "Well, why don ' t  you take  t h e  job?" Well, I s a i d ,  "I d i d n ' t  do 



it." I s a i d ,  "1 'm going t o  s t a y  here." Well, t h e  next  week t h e r e  was a 
two d o l l a r  pay r a i s e  i n  my check so  i t  worked ou t  t h a t  way. 

But covering t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  l i t t l e  by l i t t l e ,  n o t  r egu la r ly .  I never 
covered i t  r egu la r ly .  But i t  g ive  me a background on I l l i n o i s  
s i t u a t i o n s .  And then  I s tayed  on t h e  Journa l .  And I g o t  t o  know t h e  
l e g i s l a t o r s  very  well .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  when p roh ib i t i on  went out  of e f f e c t .  
Of course,  I used t o  s e e  them i n  the  bootlegging j o i n t s  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  
when they used t h e  S t .  Nicholas Hotel and t h e  Leland [Hotel] .  They 
were--oh, t h e  S t .  Nicholas r e a l l y  was the  one where they hung out .  They 
used t o  p u l l  an  a c t  t he re .  They would g e t  guys t h a t ,  t he  new l e g i s l a t o r s  
would come down he re  and they would s c a r e  t h e  d a y l i g h t s  out  of them. 
They would bring--they'd t e l l  them, "Oh, my God. Look down the re .  Look 
a t  those guys, they'd push a guy out  t h e  window." Well, t h e  window was 
about,  about two f e e t  below t h e  window was a ledge and they'd g e t  up 
there .  And these  guys, "Oh, you saw tha t . "  And then  they would d r i v e  
these  people crazy. And these  guys r an  about and they wouldn't know what 
happened. And we used t o  g e t  c a l l s  i n  t he  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n .  That ' s  how I 
go t  t o  know and t h e  p o l i c e  would go down and say,  "The guy j u s t  jumped 
out  t h e  window." They'd c a l l  t h e  po l i ce .  And I would fo l low t h e  p o l i c e  
down t h e r e  and t h i s  w a s  what had happened. Af te r  a while  you knew what 
was going on. But it  was funny. But I g o t  t o  know t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s .  

Well, t h e  boot legging j o i n t s ,  go t  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  t h a t  were always vo t ing  
dry. They hung around t h e  boot legging j o i n t s  as much as those  t h a t  were 
always vo t ing  wet. But t h a t  was how I got  t o  know these  people. And 
then  when p r o h i b i t i o n  was repealed and the  h o t e l s  opened up, t h e s e  people 
around, t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  would go--the Lake Club was then known a s  t h e  
V i l l a  Valencia. And the  h o t e l s ,  and oh, t h e r e  were g r e a t  s p o t s  around 
Spr ingf ie ld .  And I go t  t o  know them a l l  i n  t h e r e  and then  I would always 
g e t  over t o  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  on an e x t r a  assignment o r  something and I go t  
t o  know t h e s e  people.  

One man I g o t  t o  know r e a l  wel l  was Dick Lyons. He was a g r e a t  t a l k e r .  
H e  was from up i n  L i b e r t y v i l l e .  H e  was a Republican, of course ,  And I ' d  
seen  him, he would appear out  a t  t h e  Lake Club. What's now t h e  Lake 
Club. The V i l l a  Valencia.  He w a s  a n e a t  mimic--he could mimic Maurice 
Cheval ier  b e t t e r  than  Cheval ier  himself .  He'd g e t  t he  s t r a w  h a t  on t h e  
s i d e  of h i s  head and go out  and he would s ing .  And I mean he was a r i o t .  

Well, one n igh t  down a t  t h e  Abe Lincoln Hote l ,  Lyons was walking through 
t h e  lobby and he was going down t o  t h e  tavern.  And Senator  B i l l  Connors 
from Chicago who was a Democrat and was i n  t he  house a t  t h a t  time. Lyons 
had made a speech a g a i n s t  Horner on the  f l o o r  of t h e  house. And Connor 
and I were s i t t i n g  t h e r e  i n  t h e  h o t e l ,  it was i n  kind of a ba r  room, And 
Connors s a i d  a few choice words. "You so  and so." And he smacked Lyons. 
Hey, I ' m  a r e p o r t e r  on t h e  paper and I saw it. So I went back t o  t h e  
o f f i c e  and I t o l d  them, "I j u s t  s a w  a guy. He's a member of t he  house 
h i t  another  one, But nothing happened." I s a i d ,  "Somebody stepped i n  
and they broke i t  up. The guy was Dick Lyons. And he made t h a t  speech 
a g a i n s t  Horner." Well they s a i d ,  "Did anything happen?'' I s a i d ,  "No, 
t h e  p o l i c e  d i d n ' t  do anything." And it  was a l l  over with. And l e t  it go 
a t  t h a t .  



So the  next  day I saw Lyons on t h e  s t r e e t  and I s a i d ,  " I ' m  Smokey Downey 
and I d i d n ' t  w r i t e  t h e  s t o r y  about t h e  f i g h t ,  I saw t h e  a f f a i r  l a s t  
n igh t  wi th  Connors." Oh he s a i d ,  "My God, thanks." I s a i d ,  "I d i d n ' t  
w r i t e  anything about it. I d id  t e l l  my paper about it though." Oh he 
s a i d ,  "Yes, we were both dr inking."  And he s a i d ,  "Let i t  go." And I 
s a i d ,  "Well," and he s a i d ,  "Thank you very  much. I won't f o r g e t  it." I 
s a i d ,  "Okay." I g o t  t o  know him very  w e l l  a f t e r  t h a t .  And a l s o  Connors. 

Q: Was t h a t  Botchy Connors? 

A: Yes, t h a t  was Botchy. I f  you knew him, you d i d n ' t  c a l l  him t h a t .  
You c a l l e d  him Senator  Connors o r  B i l l  Connors. Anybody t h a t  c a l l e d  him 
Botchy, they  never got  any f avor s  from him, I can t e l l  you t h a t .  I was 
t o l d  t h a t  e a r l y  i n  my c a r e e r .  

Anyway Lyons, i n  1938, became t h e  Republican candida te  f o r  United S t a t e s  
sena tor .  And I was st i l l  on t h e  Journa l  and t h e  boss  and I--Emil Smith 
t h e  e d i t o r  of t he  paper--he and I had a f a l l i n g  out  because of some 
th ings .  I was covering t h e  s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e .  And he had t o l d  
m e  about something t h a t  was going on i n  t h e  gambling i n  Spr ing f i e ld .  
Smith being a former mayor he re  probably knew a l l  about i t ,  too. But I 
would never g e t  any s t o r i e s  about gambling i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  papers.  A s  a 
p o l i c e  r e p o r t e r  I would f i n d  out  about them, They never c a r r i e d  it. 

So anyway Smith f i r e d  me. Oh, one day l i k e  maybe i t  was June of 1938, 
and I was a t  t h e  Abe Lincoln Hotel when t h e  t r a i n  came i n  from Chicago 
t h a t  n i g h t ,  and i t  w a s  l i k e  on a Monday he f i r e d  me. And Dick Lyons was 
there .  And he s a i d ,  "Hey, Smoke, what a r e  you doing?" And I s a i d ,  
"Nothing. I ' m  looking f o r  work." He s a i d ,  "What do you mean you're  
looking?" I s a i d ,  "I j u s t  go t  f i r e d  t h i s  a f te rnoon from t h e  paper. When 
I worked oh, I g o t  a l e t t e r  t h a t  I w a s  through." And I s a i d ,  "Smith 
f i r e d  me." Well he s a i d ,  "You know, you s a i d  some nas ty  th ings  about 
him." I s a i d ,  "Well, I d i d n ' t  say any nas ty  th ings  about him. I j u s t  
t o l d  you what t h e  s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y  t o l d  me here.  That he w a s  involved, 
n o t  him personal ly  i n  t h e  gambling, b u t  he knew what was going on and he 
wouldn't w r i t e  i t  and so  on." 

And he s a i d ,  "Hey, I g o t  a job f o r  you. I need somebody t o  go downstate 
with our candidates ."  And he s a i d ,  "You know downstate. Why don ' t  you 
do it?" He s a i d ,  "What are you making over there?" I s a i d ,  "Forty 
d o l l a r s  a week." H e  s a i d ,  "You're going t o  g e t  f i f t y . "  So I was out  of 
work two hours and I g o t  a t e n  d o l l a r  r a i s e .  That ' s  how I g o t  i n .  The 
1938 campaign then  I t r ave l ed  a l l  over t he  s t a t e  with t h e  t h r e e  
candida tes  t h a t  were what they  c a l l e d  t h e  minor candida tes  then. 

The two candida tes  were congressmen-at-large, Simon Lance and Steven A. 
Day, Lance w a s  a farmer from Congervi l le  and Steven A. Day was from up 
a t  Evanston. And B i l l  McCaully from down a t  Olney, I l l i n o i s ,  he was 
candida te  f o r  s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r .  So when those three--and they had t h e i r  
l i t t l e  caravan. Lyons w a s  t h e  candida te  f o r  United S t a t e s  sena tor .  He  
went a lone  then. H e  t r a v e l e d  around Chicago and t h e  nor thern  t e r r i t o r y .  
And these  guys would go, they 'd s p l i t  up and go down t h e  s t a t e .  So I ' d  
t r a v e l  w i th  these  people a l l  over t h e  s t a t e .  And i n  those days the  p r e s s  
agent ,  you went i n t o  t h e  newspaper o f f i c e  and t h e r e  was one i n  every 
town. And you'd s i t  i n  t he re .  And they were de l igh ted  t o  s e e  you 



because you could s i t  and w r i t e  your s t o r y  and say what they'd s a id  and 
bang. There w a s  no r a d i o  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  But you'd s i t  i n  t h e r e  
and you made every p l ace  i n  t h e  state. 

And I remember d i s t i n c t l y  one n igh t  how b ig  t h e  s t a t e  w a s ,  w a s  brought t o  
my a t t e n t i o n .  We were i n  Winnetka, I l l i n o i s ,  and Bernice Van d e r  Vr ies  
w a s  t he re .  She w a s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I knew he r  then and we were 
going t o  have a meeting i n  Winnetka, I l l i n o i s ,  a t  t h e  c i t y  h a l l  and i t  
was going t o  be ou t s ide .  Well, we had snow i n  Winnetka i n  October, t h e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of October. And they moved t h e  meeting i n s i d e  t o  t h e  c i t y  
h a l l  o r  t h e  town h a l l  whatever i t  was. And we had our  meeting there .  
These t h r e e  candida tes  were there .  And then  they go t  on t h e i r  way 
because t h e  next  day we had t o  be i n  Cairo, I l l i n o i s .  I pronounce i z  
Cairo because I w a s  i n  Cairo during t h e  war. It 's Kay Row down t h e r e  and 
i t ' s  Ky Row i n  Egypt. And we had t o  be down i n  Cairo then. We drove 
from Winnetka t o  Danv i l l e  t h a t  n ight .  And we s tayed i n  Danvi l le  and then 
t h e  next  day we were down i n  Cairo, I l l i n o i s  and t h a t  a rea .  And t h e r e  
they were picking c o t t o n  down the re .  That was my f i r s t  r e a l i z a t i o n  of 
how b i g  I l l i n o i s  r e a l l y  was. It was snowing t h e  n igh t  before  i n  Winnetka 
and we went t o  t h e  I l l i n o i s  border ,  and I thought "oh, boy." But we 
covered t h e  s t a t e ,  we were i n  every county. 

And t h a t ' s  how I g o t  i n t o  p o l i t i c s .  Lyons go t  bea t  bu t  oh, he  r an  a 
tremendous race .  It wasn't decided u n t i l  about seven o 'c lock t h e  next  
morning when some of t hose  w e s t  s i d e  wards came i n  from Chlcago. And two 
years  before  t h a t  Roosevelt  c a r r i e d  t h e  s t a t e  by something l i k e  six o r  
seven hundred thousand. And Lance c u t  i t  down t o  about e igh ty ,  I th ink  
i t  was. But t h e  Republicans e l ec t ed  the  major i ty  i n  t h e  House of 
Representat ives .  

And a f e l l ow by t h e  name of Hugh Cross from down a t  J e r s e y v i l l e  was 
e l ec t ed  Speaker of t h e  House and he asked me  t o  come i n  and he lp  him out  
when he  w a s  running f o r  speaker.  Which I d id .  I ' d  been all over t h e  
s t a t e  and he thought t h a t  I knew people t h a t  could g e t  t o  t h e  
l e g i s l a t o r s ,  I guess.  Anyway he was e l ec t ed .  Cross bea t  Schnackenberg 
who w a s  minor i ty  l eade r  i n  t h e  previous l e g i s l a t u r e .  And he became 
speaker and he asked me t o  go with him. I f  he  hadn ' t  of I d o n ' t  know 
what I ' d  have done, bu t  I ob l ig ing ly  went with him. I 'll never f o r g e t  i t  
because I w a s  g e t t i n g  e ighteen  d o l l a r s  a day, seven days a week. I 
thought,  "oh. " 

A s  a mat te r  of f a c t  i n  t h e  Republican campaign of 1938, t h e r e  was a t  one 
time t h a t  t h e  Republicans d i d n ' t  have enough money t o  pay me. They were 
paying me f i f t y  d o l l a r s  a week. But t hese  men, t h e  candida tes  f o r  
Congress and state t r e a s u r e r ,  they took c a r e  of my food and a l s o  t h e  
room, wherever I s tayed .  They picked up t h e  tab.  And f i n a l l y  a l l  of a 
sudden t h e r e  w a s  some Republican money s t a r t e d  coming i n ,  I th ink  I had 
e i g h t ,  n i n e  hundred d o l l a r s  a check. I never had a check l i k e  t h a t  i n  my 
l i f e .  And s o  I w a s  l i v i n g  on easy s t r e e t .  And t h a t  w a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
those  days. That g ive  me an idea  t h a t  p o l i t i c s  w a s  tu rn ing .  

People were g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  d isgus ted  with Roosevelt. Of course,  i t  was 
1938 and t h e  economy wasn't a l l  t h a t  g r e a t ,  t h e  t h ings  t h a t  Roosevelt  had 
been t a l k i n g  about,  t h e  country hadn ' t  turned around a t  all. If it 
hadn' t  been f o r  t h e  s c a r e  i n  Europe and t h e  w a r ,  I d o n ' t  th ink  he'd 



ever--but t h a t  was n e i t h e r  he re  nor  there .  But anyway, I s t i l l  c a r r y  my 
th inking  of Roosevelt  t o  t h i s  day. And i t ' s  no t  good. 

But anyway, I went wi th  Hugh Cross a s  Speaker of t h e  House. And he 
decided t o  run f o r  l i e u t e n a n t  governor i n  1940 and I managed h i s  campaign 
i n  1940. H e  was e l ec t ed  l i e u t e n a n t  governor. So then i t  was another  
s t e p  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  ladder .  From t h e r e  t he  war broke out ,  and then  I 
went i n t o  t h e  se rv i ce .  I never  graduated from the  Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s  
when I went over t he re .  I go t  kicked out  i n  f a c t .  

Q: Why d id  you g e t  kicked out?  

A: Oh, s eve ra l  th ings .  I knew more than the  p ro fe s so r s  d id  i n  t h e  
newspaper business .  I was t ak ing  journalism, and I passed my Spanish. I 
had Spanish. They would g ive  me biology and 1 had t o  take  chemistry.  I 
d i d n ' t  want any of t h a t  s t u f f .  I wanted t h e  English. I passed t h e  
English and the  l i t e r a t u r e  and t h a t ,  bu t  then t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  problem. 

One n igh t  a t  t h e  Axe Gr inder ' s  Ba l l  I had a b o t t l e  of whiskey wi th  me and 
everybody e l s e  had one. But I broke mine before  t h e  guy picked u s  a l l  up 
around t h e  place.  And he s a i d ,  "I saw you break tha t . "  I spent  t h e  
n igh t  i n  t h e  Champaign County J a i l .  So I went back to--well, went on 
probat ion  the  f i r s t  semester  and when I got  over t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  dean 
about g e t t i n g  back i n ,  he brought up, he s a i d ,  "Well, t h e r e  was a n igh t  
i n  t h e  Champaign County Jail." And I s a i d ,  "Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I was 
t h e  one." He s a i d ,  "I know they d i d n ' t  f i n d  anything on you, d i d  they?" 
I s a i d ,  "No." He s a i d ,  "Well, I guess t h a t  was your newspaper experience 
from your days i n  Spr ingf ie ld ."  I hadn ' t  been i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  y e t ,  bu t  i t  
w a s  my newspaper days. And I s a i d ,  "Yes, I threw it away." So I got  ou t  
of t he re ,  had t o  go t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  and got  t h i s  job a t  t h e  Journa l .  

When t h e  w a r  broke o u t ,  I went t o  t h e  navy. I ' d  appl ied  f o r  a commission 
and you had t o  have a co l l ege  degree. But they g ive  you c r e d i t  i f  you 
worked f i v e  years  on a daily newspaper, me t ropo l i t i an  paper,  t h a t  was an 
equiva len t .  So I became, I w a s  commissioned i n  t h e  navy, and I w a s  an 
o f f i c e r .  Then dur ing  t h e  war yea r s  I w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Chicago t o  t ake  
over ,  I was i n  charge of t h e  p r e s s  f o r  t he  navy i n  t h e  Chicago d i s t r i c t  
there .  The reason t h a t  they  picked me was t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of guys f a r  more 
t a l e n t e d  than I was a s  f a r  a s  t he  newspaper bus iness  was concerned. 

They were from t h e  Chicago Tribune o r  t h e  Chicago Daily News, and i n  
those  days t h e  Dai ly  News was run by Frank Knox who l e f t  t he  Republican 
p a r t y  and went wi th  Roosevelt  i n  1936 a f t e r  he was a candidate .  He was a 
candida te  f o r  v i c e  p re s iden t  i n  1936, Frank Knox was. The Chicago 
Tribune hated him from t h a t  t ime on; McCormick did.  And then  Roosevelt  
picked Knox as h i s  s e c r e t a r y  of navy when we  go t  i n t o  t h e  w a r .  So I ' m  i n  
Chicago a t  t h e  Great  Lakes wi th  a l l  t he se  exper t  newspaper guys from 
Chicago t h a t  were both e i t h e r  t h e  Dai ly  News and t h e  Tribune and the 
American, and they  d i d n ' t  want any of those  guys i n  t h e r e  who they had 
picked. 

So they picked me t o  t ake  over t h e  p re s s .  Didn't  h u r t  me a b i t  because 
i t  gave me  a good background. Well, I had a background i n  t h e  newspaper 
bus iness  and they d i d n ' t  want any--if they'd picked somebody from t h e  
Tribune, Knoxls paper they were a f r a i d  would have been given them h e l l  
























































































































