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Preface 

This rtmuscwipt is the product of a tape-recorded interview conducted by 
Deborah Ekothers fbr the Oral History Office, Sangamon State University 
during the autmm of 1984. The tapes -re transcribed and edited by 
Deborah Brothers. 

Ivan Lee Dodge w s  born July 1, 1915 in rural b a n i ,  I l l inois .  A forceps 
delivery injured his eyes at bir th ard l e f t  him w i t h  part ial  vision. 
Ivan' s sight gradually degenerated unt i l  he became completely blird , in  his 
early twmties. 

Ivan's parents, Ross and Mary, farmed for a living. Until the age of 
eight, Ivan lived i n  Loami, gathering eggs, paping water, listening to  the 
victrola and learning to  play harmonica. T3e continued this msical interest 
at  Jacksonville School for the Blind, where he received a l l  of his formal 
education f ran  1923 unt i l  1936. Braille wic notation and lessons E r e  
not his style h o m e r ,  and a t  fourteen, he began playing guitar by ear. He 
later added tenor banjo, mandolin and fiddle to his repetoire. 

For h s t  f i f t y  years, Ivan Dodge has d e  his living by kis music. Jk i s  
a piano tuner and private rmsic instructor by trade, but the real heart of 
Ivan Dodge l i es  in  performing. He has been a member of several area country 
and folk bands, and played on countless stages and radio s t a t h s .  As a 
song writer and performing musician, Ivan offers a merrroir f u l l  of vivid 
stories and detai l .  He has been both witness and participant to  the gcowth 
of local country a d  folk music perforrrrers a d  the radio technology boom-- 
f ran  crystal sets t o  a mxrleting d i a  industry. 

Ivan a d  his wife Nbel make their hare in h e r l y .  They are active in  
their church and take pride in their yard f u l l  of flowrs. Ivan frequently 
plays children's concerts and guest appearances on WSSR radio station's 
program, "Bluegrass Breakdown. " 

Deborah Brothers m s  raised in southern I l l inois  a d  graduated fran Southern 
I l l inois  k ive r s i t y  a t  Carbondale with a Bachelor's Degree i n  C h -  a d  
Photography. She received a Master of Arts in Carmunication fran Sargamon 
State k ive r s i t y  in  1985. She is active in researching and documenting the 
experiences of visual and performing artists. 

Readers of the oral history mmir should bear i n  m i d  that it is a transcript 
of the spoken mrd ,  and that the i n t e r v i e r ,  narrator and editor sought to  
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent: in such historical 
sources. Sangartxm State University is not responsible for the factual 
accuracy of the mamir, nor for views expressed therein; these are for the 
reader to  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted a d  cited freely. It may not be reproduced 
in  whole or in part by any means, electronic or mchanical, withaut permission 
in  writing Erm the Oral History Office, Sangamon State University, Springfield, 
I l l inois ,  62708. 

Ivan Dodge's original rmsic on the tapes is protected by copyright law. It 
may be enjoyed by listening to  the tapes, homer, any requests to  reproduce 
or use it armst be directed to  the composer. 



Ivan Dodge, Fall 1984, Waverly, Illinois. 

Deborah Brothers , Interviewr . 

Q: Ivan, muld you tell ne there you =re born? 

A: A t  bami, I l l h i s .  

Q: 01 a farm? 

A: Yes ,  it m s  on a farm. 

Q: Rural Route? 

A: Rural Route b. 

Q: And *en w that? 

A: July lst, 1915. 

Q: How long did you live on the farm? 

A: I lived there £ran that date until  about 1936. 

Q: With your parents, both parents? 

A: (long pause) 

Q: Or ytxlr ma? (pause) b m  and dad? 

A: Yea. 

Q: Did you have brothers or sisters? 

A: W e l l  I had--- sisters. Ard then a half-brother . 
Q: W e  they younger or older? 

A: My sisters are younger, ~ 1 1  they all three are punger than I am. My 
father died. My mthe~ remrried. A d  so my younger brother, he ws their 
child, my mother and step- father. 

Q: Yes. Did you have particular chores to do vhen you were a l i t t l e  kid 
on the farm? 

A: Yes, oh yes. I used to pnnp water for the stock and pt out feed. 
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Q: Did yrm have a lot of cows or pigs? 
A: Fbstly hogs. FJe never had so many cows as vie did hogs. 

Q: Yes? 'Ihey -11 real good. (laughs) 

A: Oh yes, I h a w .  (laughs) 

Q: So did you have to slop h, give them food and stuff? 

A: Yes. 

Q: You could see then catldn' t you? 01: had partial sight? 

A: I had partial vision. 

Q: So, you h e w  *en to stay amy £ran the big pigs? 

You bet. I never got in there w i t h  the big hogs anywy. 

I've heard stories here they can really tear -body up. 

Yes, I wtxlld say. 

Did you have other things to do besides that? 

Well, I used to help with the chickens too, yuu know. 

Collect eggs? 

Yes. 

Did p u  ever get pecked? 

A: k, not too rmch. (laughter) I got flogged a couple of times fran the 
chickens, hens. I ' l l  tell p, they're very sensitive about wing their 
chickens, I found that out. 

Q: How did ycru find that out? 

A: k l l ,  I just m s  picking up a chicken to look at it one day, the hens 
didn't like the idea at al l .  

Q: Md it peck you? 

A: Did it ever. It flew all aver E too. (laughs) 

Q: Did you have any other animals on the farm? 

A: bk hd horses. 

Q: Did you ride? 

A: Yes, some. And then, I used to go visit my uncle in the smmrtim, 
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down here at  Waverly . My cowin had a pony. I got to  *we I could ride 
it. 

Q: h t  kind was it, a Shetland? 

A: Shetland. But you know, the h y  thing, it muld let TE catch it &en 
it d d n '  t my cousin. 

Q: So it l i k d  you better than yow cousin. (laws) 

A: Well, I don't how h ther  it MAS that, or vhether it sensed there ms 
somthing wrong w i t h  my eyes, or something, you know. Anhals can sense 
things l i k e  that. 

Q: Yes. W l l  when you say that yau had partial sight, you man you could 
see colours . . . 
A: Colors, yes.  Colors and maybe a l i t t le b i t  of big print, i f  it was 
real big, kt it mid have to be real large. 

Q: Did the doctors ever say d y ,  was it like that fran birth? 

A: They said it m s  an eye injury. h e  to an eye injury a t  birth. A d ,  
the eye kept, mt do you c a l l  it, degenerating for sotre reason. It kept 
going d o h i l l .  b e  of them told me that Fn time, I'd lose my si&t. So 
it did not care as a shock, I was glad of that. 

Yes.  

IlPzew it w s  caning. 

So did you learn brail le? 

Yes, oh yes. I got al l  my education i n  brai l le .  

Ard that was where? 

I l l inois  School for the Blind then. A t  Jacksonville. 

So how old =re you whm you started there? 

Eight. I started in 1923. 

Ebw big w s  that place then? Hawmany students, do you know? 

Three-humired and sonnething. 

ewe your classes large? 

Yes, some of them =re pretty large as I remmber. 

What did you take there? 

W e l l  of course, from the start, they started me at kindergarten 
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on up. And then of course the first few grades =re about like a m m l  
school, I msm you had your reading, spellimg of course, aru3 aritbtic , 
and hglish,  and so forth. And then after I got up a few years, they 
started giving us Mustrial tnxlrk of different kinds. I took bruslmking 
and d w r k  sum. 

Q: Did you like making, Flhat did pumaEce, furniture and things like that? 

A: Yes .  I k i d  of liked it. 

Q: Glho took yau to school, how did pu get there? 

A: My parents took me in the car aver there. O f  course I stayed there at 
night, it was a residential . . . 
Q: Oh, So you cam hcnrz on wderds? 

A: QI wekends about twice a month usually . Lib I told B i l l  [Bil l  k w y l  
a while ago, if the a ther  ws bad I told than not to caare after m. 
Well, the roads =re a l itt le different then, than FJhat they are now. 
( lau&s 

Q: Were they mostly dirt roads? 

A: They had a d i r t  rod as far as ktes,  then of course they hd the 
highwy fTm there to Jacksonville, through New Berlin a d  on through. 
had an old W e 1  T Ford at that tb .  

E.iaw old it, about &at year? 

It w about a 1923. 

So it w pretty new'? 

Yes, it tkls a pretty new car. 

What: w your favorite subject in school? 

I don't how. I liked English pret ty mll,  a lot of students didn't. 

Different: storiea , literature? 

Yes, literature. Poetry, and I kind of likd to write canpositiuns. 

Yea? 

Maybe that's why I liked to write rmsk later, write songs. 

Ib yrru rawdxr ane of yasr first poems? 

Let me see. I was trying to think. I rnade up sort of a comical poem. 
ws a real cold Spring, it ms in my and it WIS still real cold. So, 

( ~ ~ )  I wrote th is  sort of satire-poem, I guess you'd call it. [Recites 
PO-1 
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'01 blow ye chi l ly  winds of my 
Fhen there should be a tamer day. 
When each l i t t le  crocus and dafydi l ly  
Comes forth, and then gets chillyl" 

(laughs) Saraethhg l ike that. I can't ranember how the rest of it tent. 
That w s  abut the general idea of it. 

Q: About how old were p u  whm you wrote that? 

Q: That: is pretty god. 

A: I know the class got a kick out of it a t  the the. 

Q: So d-a taught there? Do yrxl remember teachers . . . 
A: kll let's see. The f i r s t  teacher I had, my kidergarten teacher w s  
Miss Eckert, Helen Eckert. Then my first grade teacher m s  Irene Fritch. 

my sword grade teacher m s  Ehma Rainer. b w  the l a s t  I heard of her, 
s h ~  was still livimg, she's over a hudrad years old, Etrma Rainer. 

Q: M where is she living? 

A: Jar:ksonville. (long pause) I don' t know tlhether she ever passed awy 
or not, h t  the last I hew, she's getting my  up there. She cane £ran 
Fngland originally. 

Q: *re did yum family care £ran? 

A: W e l l ,  part of than frcsn Kentucky. And I think the others from Missouri, 
originally. 

Q: So they =re pioneer En3 of people? 

A: Yes, oh yes. Maybe that's &re I get that nusic a t ,  liking bluegrass 
and a l l  that. 

Q: k s  the guitar the first instrunent that you played? 

A: Well, if yrxl don't count the hamnica. I used to get h m n i c a s  for 
Christmas I was a youngster, they =re pretty cheap back then. I 'd 
usually get about three or f ax .  (laslghs) 

Q: Different keys I guess. (lau&s) 

A: Yes. 

Q: So you started playing harmonica &en you =re just a l i t t l e -b i t ty  W? 

A: Yes, I ws just about five ox six years old, probably. Sewhere 
back in there. 
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Q: Were you mkhg up your o m  msic then? 

A: No, just mst ly  playing dxit I heard a t  that tine. 

Q: Did p u  have any nusic a t  Jacksonville, a t  the school? 

A: Yes. I took piano for awhile. But, I never did care mxh to  read my 
mic. Braille nusic, pu've got to m r i z e  it a masure at  a t ime.  You 
h a w  I mean you can't read it and play it both a t  the s a m  tire. 

Q: Because y w  need both hads to play. 

A: Yes. That's right. I feud out I could do better learning it by ear. 

Q: But did you take lessons for awhile? 

A: Yes, I t e l l  them that, "I plays than the way that I hears than." That 
is just about the truth too. 

Q: Do you remember dm taught you lessons? 

A: Yes. E t h e l  -1. She m s  a blind teacher. She w s  a student there 
ard went on and becam a teacher. 

Q: bben you f i r s t  started to w3hool in Jacksonville, and you h e w  you'd be 
living there, v a s  that pretty frightening? 

A: Yes. First--the f i r s t  mnth I wuld say, wis the hardest, actually. 
Then after that, wild horses couldn't have kept m away, you h o w  ha t  I 
mean, I liked it. 

Q: You had a l o t  of friends there. 

A: Yes. I think that w s  it. When I began to make &ids. It takes 
about a mnth for you to get used to  everybody a d  for than to  get used to  
you* 

Q: Did you get into a l o t  of -8s there? 

A: Yes, s - t h s .  

Q: Do you ramher anything in particular? 

A: I c d d  t e l l  p u  several. (laughter) I r d r  one tim that, just 
because they'd told us there m s  not to be any beer or liquor on the grounds, 
me ard a friend of mine m--w used to have parties. Now they wed to l e t  
us do that on kiday nights. k had a group w called the T-GI-F club. 
lbank-Goodness-It's-Friday club. We'd celebrate. I& w l d  go out and buy 
same lunch meat and make sdwiches,  you knaw get the bread . . . 
Q: (pause) You mst have been older then. 

A: Yes ve Ere at that tine. Anyhow, rn thought it wuld be smart to . . . = emptied up a jar of pickles, so that is all v e  had. I& took this jar 
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down t~ the tavern and had a guy f i l l  it up w i t h  beer. 3nugglcd it in. Oh 
boy* 

Q: Did you get caught? 

A: No. No. Ohlet's see, Idon ' t laww.  Iwas trying to  thinkof something. 
I did of course, a few things l ike  everybody else. I don't how as I ever 
did anything real bad. 

Q: Always hd your conscimce there? 

A: Yes. I nwer liked to steal frm anybody, for example, or anything 
lib that. I wis just sarre l i t t l e  trick like, on Hallowen maybe mnring 
the teacher's desk m v h e r e  it oughtn't to  be. (laughs) Sane deal 1ik 
that. Qle thing KE did do, trre a d  another guy one th. bk had a chapel 
there. bk swiped, m did--borrow a guy's alarm clock. s e t  it to  go off 
during chapel service. ( laughter ) 

Q: &at did the minister do? 

A : They finally found out vho did it. They questioned werybody . They 
didn't do a dmle lo t  to us for that. Usually they didn't i f  you didn't  
desaoy any property. 

Q: So yau wmt  to school there until you e r e  20? Is that r ight ,  I t h g h t  
I heard p say 12 years. 

A: Yes. k tua l ly ,  I was almst 21 because I left there in  1936, Spring of 
1936. 

Q: So dter playimg harmonica, you picked up &it, guitar? 

A: k i t a r .  I WLS about 14 when I started that. 

Q: *re did you get i t ?  

A :  M y  folks got it for Christmas. They didn't think I wuld stay with it. 

Q: You'd never played before, right? 

A: No. 'Ihey kept asldng rrre FJhat I wanted thou& that f a l l ,  for &isms. 
I said, "I wmt a &tar ." A d  so, I c a ~  honu3 for Thanksgiving and they 
said, ' W e l l ,  h t  do you mt?" and I said, "I still  want a guitar." They 
said, 'Well that's the first time you ever made up your m i d .  You usually 
change your mind half-a-dozen times, you rmst wmt that pretty bad" a d  I 
said, "yes, I do .'I So I got that. I told them I quit playing it af ter  I 
m r e  it out. It was a little, $3.98 one that they got. 

Q: %ere did they get one that  cheap? 

A: bntgmery Ward. You could get than in those days, of course-at that 
t b ,  you could get a d l  Gibson for $28.00. 
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Q: And now they run about dmt? 

A: BE cheapest Gibson is abut  tm-krundred isn't  it B i l l ,  or do you how? 

0: (Bill W r y )  Y e s ,  almst three-hurdred . 
A: That's h a t  I thou&t, satnething l ike that. Martin is likewise. That 
d l  Martin is real q e n s i v e .  I h o w  a fr ied of mine got a Wtin V-18 
in 1946 even, now this shows yau the difference. It w s  ninety-five dollars. 
That same guitar today sells for one-thousad . 
Q: That's cmzy.  

A: Y e s .  

Q: D i d  ytxl start writing rmsic as soon as you started playing? 

A: No, oh no, see--I played swwal years where I played just FJhat samebody  
else had written. I don't h o w ,  I f inally decided, ' k 1 1  FJhY not?" SO, I 
started to write a tune or tw. I've never written a whole lo t  of them, 
but I do came up w i t h  one every once-in-a-while. 

Q: I 'm going to stop wight here. 

of Side One, Tape me 

Q: The other day when VE Ere talking, I didn't get enough information 
about yous farm life. I wanted to go back ard to ask you about your parent's 
m s ,  yaur parents. I didn't ask you anything about that. 

They Ere k y  and Ross. 

Y e s .  (long pause) A d  Ross w s  pur father? 

Yes, ~ s .  

You said he d i d  . . . 
Yes. 

How old =re ytxl? 

I was quite a--I guess about the teens &.en he passed away. 

Yes. And your mther remarried a man . . . 
Yes. Patterson. 

Pat texson? 

Yes. About 1938, along in there. 
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Q: b h a t  was his first name? 

A: Yes. 

Q: What did you like best about the farm, Ivan? 

A: Well--1,  oh ynu asked m the billion dollar question. I think one 
thing, the country eats. (laughter) Really thou&, I could get out-in 
the air you h a w .  I could do l i t t l e  jobs, like help- a r d .  

A: Like putting feed out for the horses and things like that. 

Q: Yes. 

A: See, now wery horse has a certain stall that they w i l l  go to. I 
man--ym gut the feed in that horse's stall arrd you can depend on it that 
he ' l l  go there. 

A: Yes. And the ones they mxk, they plt out mre feed, about twice as 
rrwh as they do for the ones that they're not wrking. Things like that. 
Those are things h t  you have to  b w  on a farm. I could panp the mter-- 
of course then we didn't have mtors ard stuff like that on the farm like 
they've gt today. Yau had to plrnp it up by had.  

Q: Right. Did your horses do a lo t  of the mrk arourd the farm? 

A: Yes. Back in those days, my folks p l d  a lo t  even with horses. 

Q: Ard what year w this probably? 

A: mtil way up in the 1930fs, mid-thirties even beyond. There E r e  a few 
tractors in the mi&borhod ht not everybody had than. 

Q: Yes. b w  long tJould it t a k  approximately, do you k o w ,  to plow an 
acre w i t h  a horse? 

A: I really don't h o w .  I never thmght about it. I 'd probably say about 
anhour or tw at least. 

Q: 'Ihat quickly? That is interesting. So the plows, e r e  they the mtal 
plows, or the steel plows that you held on to? 

A: bs. 'key Ere metal. They had several kinds, they h d  d ~ t  you ca l l  
the cultivators, like for corn they'd have three or four shovels on than, 
see they'd b spacd . 






















































































































































































