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A: I did belong to the CcnrgregatiQnal chlmkl, I was baptized thsre 
and I joined. 

Q: It was very d u l l  and pmhlbitive? 

Q: W z t  not in high m l ?  There wasn't any g m q  dismssion? 

A: Only with a couple of my closest friends. I should say by the way 
I wars also radicdlized right arrrund the &arne time that I discwered 
the New TeSt2maent. 

Q: Were yau? 



A: Yes, an a very l& lmt at the same I5.m I dkmmmd 
.theNwTe&ammt. W z t I s t i l l ~ y e d q u t s i d e t 3 l e ~ .  m a t  
Yale, Mght H a l l  was alive Battel  Uqel  had a seriee of 
brilliant moc;lt=ly frcm the outside. I couldn't tell yau w h i c h  
yeam but: in the relatively early yeam I was very much influenced by 
N o m r a n T h a n ~ ~ a n d R e i n b n l d N ~ ,  MzhofwharncarnsWamIlJpoke  
thereatleastcrrscleifmttwicea B y t h e t h e I h a d f W s h s d  
at Yale I was, disillusitxm3 with & i d N d h h r v h b E g a n h i s  
transitim to M x a l  IQn and l B m a l  Society lxrt actually it beam 
h m r m a l  raan immml lsociety. But by ~ t h  I had refused to 
register for me draft at Unim semimy, Reinhold ~ei)xlhr was an 
akspohm cgpmnt of pacifism. 

Q: Yes, he was, a very arwgry appclnslrt of it. 

Q: He rnuEit have been angry and up&? 

A: Well, I hadmy--with~onnan. Iwasonthe 
maxtivemdttaeof the~ocialihst-us~of ~ ~ ~ & N C X I M I I W Z B ~ ~ ~  
candidate azld in 1939 or 1940 the ~ocialist hrky, which was a force 
then, it wa3n' t  liks it is today. h e l d ~ ~  % 'an I 
guess, arb-, 1 m, in w a w  1 thMc it = 
p- and pmhbly follmd 3Jy a mwthq of the executive camittee 
an d c h  I sat. The sesrtimaerrt of the Socialist Party majarity was 
~ i n S t t h e w a r a n d i n f a v o l r o f t h s ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ t t h s r s o c ~ ~ ,  that 
a few people lika Jean G h t  cmms to d, a couple of erocialhts had 
taken in Warld W a r  I in Europe. Wrt minly the socialist p i t i o n  was 
that tAere had been a great betrayal of ths ~~ class an3 of the 
~ t i ~ i s m  of the mmmmt becaw the ~ia l i s t s  had esdorsed 
~ w a r S n E u r a p e , t h e ~ e n d o m d ~ m , . t h e G e m r a n e n d o ~  
the G-, etc. That was the pradling smthent in the ~ocialist 
party U.S.A. in 1939 or 1940. It was mre apt to be 1940. N o m  
Thwnag led the fight against an anti- plank. I can maembar to 
this day, he was a brilliant orator ard he made an m. I can 
mrmbrhimsaying, t ~ l h e r e i s ~ t h a t s t a n d s ~ u s a n d t h e  
Nazi baxhrlians a wall of hman bodies.I1 Arrd it wasn't just= I. 
I ms a youngster but Travis Qamt atxA Lillian Si-, who were 
editors of the Socialist Call, two el& aocialisb, I mean Norman's 
age pnrabably or ma* a little yaungar, w i t h  a 1- history and a lot 
of w g e  of their c k ~ n  and I, IAe of us, I muld say if not to 
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A: Total war and bisterzce an d t i m  sumemkr rather than 
working out arry kirrd of hop.lorab1e peace. 

Q: Then he turned against i t?  

A: Well, he moderatad his pusition and he spent a lot of t h  
a t t a m  the t u t a l  war position. So I wasn't ~ i l l u s i c m s d  w i t h  
No- Thanas the way I was disillusioned with s l d  Nelbuhr. I 
thoqht t h a t w i t h i n h i s  am l i s l s i g t b ~ ~ h i k i  h t q r i t y  
ard zt was a wxy difficult situatian wim the Nazis be- what they 
-9 

Did to that? 

Q: You involvd in that kind of 

A: Wrt also in anti- activity and so forth. Wtf: the thing is 
b e c a u s e I w a s a r e r t h e r e 1 ~ e d i n ~ g z i G e r m a r r y s s v e r a l t ~ a n d  
I stay& with Jewish families. Zktbr I had been at Olzfmd for a while 
them was a Eerrrran Scholar W. Typically it w a ~  the 
begirningofmyleamingsanu3thingssur ;has~fact thatno 
dictatomhip is evsr total. As a tatal anti-faacisk I was shdW to 
f i n d & t h a . t ~ ~ R h o d s s ~ l r ~ w a s ~ ~ e w O o l l a g e ~ a n  
arrti-Nazi arxl I cxnrLd rick b e L h  h m  #ruld an anti-Nazi in 1936 get a 
Rhcdes sdmlarship which r q u h d  local arrd all kird of 
t h b q ~ .  wttGermarrywasquttedwit2rant.i-Nazisallthetime. 
~ h i m w f i e P l I w m t b a c k t o N a z i G e r m a n y I h a d s c a n e ,  1-1 
abceiLd call it suprficial, but I had amkat w i t h  the arrti-Wi -. So I stayedwith Jewish families. ?2len, u k n  I came back 
to theUhi tedSta teS1 j o i n s d t h o s e ~ w m 3 f ~ t i n g f o r t h e u . s .  to 
1- its itnmigratian barriers and admit Jgwiah mfugees and it never 
lavered them. It let in well Imam names lh Albert E h s t e i n ,  etc. 
So the ; f sw i&quss t i onwasno tbmamforwnppor tmthewar  
becrsuseIknwthe~icanqovernrmtwasn~t theleastbi t interested 
in the Jews, wasn't even try- to save thrmn. 



A: m y .  SowerrvJvedtherebutmzmhileIhadtahnmyfield 
work as an wiEEtant mhiskr  at the Jub Menorial Church in Newark, 
N e w J e m e y w k i , c h w a s a n ~ i t y ~ w h c m ~ a l l h a d m a r e d  
tothesuburbsandwhoseministsrhadmcnredtom-. Iwasin 
charge of the canrrrmnity prognrm in an intaxacial Smpcrverkhd ama 
a n d s o w h e n W e f ~ c n J r f i m t y e a r a t m 0 ~ 1 a r d ~ ~ a r t o f  
Harlem, arrd D a l  and mn Emedict and I ard same o-ham mJvad into 
N e r w a r k , a r r d I ~ p u t i n ~ o f ~ w m a n e r ~ .  Nut jus t the  
catararni* hJt the entire churdl, ?l&lally of thres chudleS. Itfs 
h a r d t o b e l i ~ ~ t h s ~ t o o k ~ ~ v a c a t i ~ .  W e h a d  

Q: ThatlsvexyhbxdAsq. Sothatthefact~tggCi ,e tywasso  
campk you felt that cbviwsly it had to pmtect itself by war? 

A: I W d  say that in of 1936, while I wm on the ship 
actually go- .I;o E u u p  which pm?x&ly was in W, the Spudah Civil 
War broke azt. 

Q: -did that affectycru? 
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Q: Rc&m was at Ya le  Oollege. 

A: Y-, and actually his roesnnrate had a fellow&ip in  Cambridge Irut: 
Walt Raetm had m in Oxford. All tAmqh 1936 to 1937 I had diwler 
with Walt Rastcrw way night in Word, R d x ~  at his college and 
mine. Well we had been at the same oollege at Yale and he was rme 
r a d i c a l t h a n f ~ .  

A: Well, not just -t--that cazae la-1 I think about the 
Stalinist trials, vere thqr falres or were they capitalist propaw, 
did they really taks plat+ etc.? I was pAi!zzled and mad * I 
could M I wa. always less of a owtralist I guess. I dime 
in big state lxlreamcy. 

Q: Aria you felt that the Soviet was a bumaucracy? 

A: Ym, P~US I learned--&mw reading I was the *~I.s= I 
ccuLdnlt We a dqmttic podtian m them. 



Q: There - many people &m left Chmmbm with the trials. 

Q: Even at the time. 

A: Yes, myh it cauldbe. 

Q: That ycnx th.ca@t this is just hunm b t i t u t i o n  that is 
manipulating pople? 

A: 1becm-e-of anmar&btstepbystepbuthhathapperaedwas, 
qahIcanshmyau,  I c a n e v m g i v e y r r u a p r ~ o f  a-in 
my autobiogrzlrtry I've written abcnrt mt. M y  1 haven't 
g o t t e n ~ - y e a r s M I h a v e f l a s t h s d f ~ .  wallspa3tnwasin 
t h e c c x r t e x t 0 f w h a t I m n ~ ~ .  I r fent i rnthat the 
c c m m b t s h a d a B e c r t o r a n d ~ ~ i ~ h a d a s e c t o r a n d t h e  
-herdase&m. TheCcPmaarnistsmshootingatthe 
~ i t e & a n d t h e T m t & y i t e s - & m o t i t q a t t h e ~ .  when 
~carmadeawrcmgturnandwentintotheAnarchistrJectorwemet 
anather blast of gunfire an3 the car bachd up. 








































































































































































