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Volume I1 

Corneal A. Davis 

SESSION 8, TAPE 11, SIDE 2 (con't) 

Q: During the 1930's, in the Depression, I wonder if you could describe some of the things 
that  did go on as a result of the Roosevelt actions in your district. Like, do you remember 
a particular project under the Works Progress Administration? 

A: Yes, them - them different numbers? CCC camps, public works, etc. 

Q: Yes. 

A: Yes. Oh, what was this - what did they call that? WPA. 

Q: Yes sir. 

A: Yes, that  went on. That was a big thing. WPA, they started cleaning up the streets 
and they built the Outer Drive out there, South Shore, out there on the lake, or around the 
lake. 

Q: Oh is that  right? 

A: Yes. One of the works was they put the bridge across a t  22nd St. where McCormick 
Place is now. That was put in there to run through the South Side, during that  time. And 
they widened King Drive. I t  was Grand Boulevard and they widened it. South Park. They 
widened i t  all the way up to 35th St. They put that drive in. You could drive from the 
Outer Drive on into the city there at 22nd St. And then they made that South Shore Drive 
out there. They did all that kind of work, streeting and . . . It's a good thing I - they 
laughed a t  i t  but i t  - i t  should be going on now to provide work for people. They should 
have some public works now to put these people to work and stop giving that check - money 
without performing any duty. It would be better to pay them to - I think i t  would - than 
to just say here's a check but you don't have to do anything for it. Yes, they worked for 
what they got or they leaned on the shovel anyway, they did something, 

Q: Yes sir. (chuckles) Do you recall any actions on the part of the Illinois Emergency 
Relief Commission that reflected in the district? 

A: Well I think that was a state thing. 

Q: Yes dr. Yes. 



A: Well they started helping these people. You see, Paul Douglas, who became United 
States senator, was up there a t  the University of Chicago. And he was an advisor to Gover- 

i 
nor Horner on the - they drew those bills. Douglas drew most of those welfare bills here 
in Illinois when Horner was governor. And he was the man that  Horner relied on for that  
kind of thing, Paul Douglas. I think he was an economist up a t  the University of Chicago. 
Then he ran for alderman and became alderman of the old Fifth Ward and served quite 
a while. The United States Senator Paul Douglas did. He was the man who did most of 
that. And I handled - from my time on I handled most of those welfare bills. From my 
time on I handled most of them, in fact all of them. I became the first chairman of the 
Welfare Committee, first black chairman in Springfield. 

Q: Oh? 

A: When Paul Powell was elected Speaker? 

Q: Yes. 

A: He named me chairman of the Welfare Committee. 

Q: Yes sir. 

A: And his first - when was he first elected Speaker? 

Q: About 1958 was it? 

A: Somewhere - somewhere - I became - I became chairman of the Committee on Public 
Welfare. 

Q: Yes sir. Yes, we'll want to talk about that. One of the things that  was up in Horner's 
first term was the replacement of the state property tax with a sales tax. Do you recall 
anything about the development of that? 

A: No, I - I know the debate was down there. But I wasn't in this debate. I can't give 
you any . . . 

Q: Didn't reflect in . . . 

A: Didn't reflect in me, yes. But that  - that  was one of the debates, yes. 

Q: A little bit later, in Horner's second term, the aid to dependent children business came 
up. Did that  reflect in any way in the district? Do you - were you asked to support that 
in any way? 

A: Well we supported all of those bills, those . . . relief bills. For instance, that  - the 
first project was the Ida B. Wells. It's there now, one of the old housing projects. We sup- 
ported that. Of course the state - as I get it, the state had - when we built those - 
most of those projects out there, the state went in on condemnation. Did - because they 
condemned under that  right of eminent domain that  land and stuff out there. So when the 
Ida B. Wells project was built, they had - i t  came through the state. Well the money came 
from the federal government, but the . . . 

Q: Administration? 

A: Administration came under the state of Illinois. 

Q: I see. 



A: Yes. 

SESSION 8, TAPE 12, SIDE 1 

A: What was it, the housing - as I recall - that they built, when they built the Ida B. 
Wells. I know the state had all to do with it, because they had a housing board as I 
recall. The state did. I just don't recall how i t  was done now, but in those days i t  was 
fresh in everybody's mind because they had to go to Springfield to get i t  approved, and to 
get i t  built and to get that  land that  was in there condemned. I think the state did the 
condemning and buying i t  up and then they took i t  - some way the state took the land 
under condemnation powers or condemned the land, one, I don't recall now, but the state 
had everything to do with it. 

Q: Do you recall anything about the establishment of the unemployment insurance that  
occurred in 1937? 

A: That deal was before my time, but all of that came in under the state and we were all 
for i t  but as I said, we didn't control the house or the senate; i t  was all Republican control 
more or less. 

Q: When was it decided that you would run for the House of Representatives? 

A: When Dawson came in as committeeman, we decided. That's when i t  was decided. When 
he came in as committeeman, we decided to build a Democratic party. That's what we 
wanted to do and when we decided to build that Democratic party, i t  was then we decided 
to contest those offices. 

Q: Why were you selected to run for the house? 

A: Well, a s  I told you, Wimbish and I had helped to build the Democratic 
party. (laughs) Dawson had no alternative, i t  was our party. He came in the Democratic 
party after we did. He was still Republican alderman, and he came into us. Well, we had 
a place for him of course, but he came to us. And we knew that  he wanted to go to Congress 
because he had already run for Congress on the Republican ticket and we said, "Come on, 
we're going to make you the congressman, but you've got to declare a Democrat." See, he 
had been elected alderman as a Republican and he was afraid because blacks hadn't fully 
adopted the Democratic party. Wimbish and I started - adopted - the party and he was 
an alderman elected by Republicans. But when he came into the party, he just marched 
in, all he had to do was come on in. His friends had the organization - we had the orga- 
nization of independent Democrats and Dawson brought his Republican organization and we 
became powerful. 

SESSION 8, TAPE 11, SIDE 2 (excerpt) 

Q: Dawson then went to old man Nash . . . and showed him the place where, if he would 
stop the wheeling and dealing . . . . Up to that time there was wheeling and dealing between 
the Democrats and the Republicans. For instance, in - in certain districts i t  was all 
Republican. I t  would be no contest. In other words, the only contest would be a contest 
for the nomination. If you could get nominated as a Republican, you were in. There was 
no opposition. Or if you was nominated as a Democrat - 1'11 explain to you. See, there 
was three to be elected to the house from each one of these districts. And the deal was 
that  if the district - and this was all over the state - there is no question about i t  - 
up to the time that  Daley insisted that we run two and two. 



That's what Paul Powell and Daley fell out about, running two and two. Paul Powell never 
ran another man with him. Never ran another Democrat with him down in that  
district. You look. You search the record. Because they had - he had a deal. 

Dawson told old man Nash, "Now if we put up two - see we're strong now. These boys 
have built a - a Democrat party. Now what's the need of you giving the Republicans these 
jobs in the legislature and taking one?" See they would - the Democrats would just take 
one representative in this district down there, the First District. It had only one. And the 
Republicans had two. "What's the use of taking one when we could have elected two. Now 
if you do this you'll have a Speaker. You'll have some power." Dawson sold old man Nash 
that, Dawson and Louie Anderson. Old man Nash owed Louie Anderson, the fellow that 
I worked for. He owed him because of the deal that Louie made with the Republicans to 
put Frank Coor in for mayor and hold that job open for Ed Kelly. He made that deal with 
Pat  Nash. Pat  Nash didn't want Clark to be mayor of this town, because Clark was going 
to head the Democratic party. Nash wanted to be the boss of the party, Clark wanted to 
be the boss of the party. And the only way he could keep Clark from being boss of the 
party was beat him for mayor when Cermak was assassinated. And he used Louie Ander- 
son, the man I worked for, to beat him. 

SESSION 3, TAPE 3, SIDE 2 (excerpt) 

A: Pat Nash became the boss of the Democratic Party. And i t  was Dawson that  sold Nash 
the bill of goods that  he ought to run two Democrats in these districts so that they could 
have a majority and control the house. And got Nash to agree to go along with i t  and that's 
how I ran. I ran in a district that had two Republicans and only one Democrat, And I 
ran with the other Democrat. He didn't like i t  because he didn't have any contest till I 
ran. And i t  made a contest, but I told him, I said, "There ain't no chance for you to be 
defeated, not in this district, because it's going to be solid Democrats." 

SESSION 8, TAPE 11, SIDE 2 (excerpt) 

A: And he was scared to death when they put me on and Dawson had to call him. Told 
him, "Say, look, now you get every vote you've got in the First Ward. We're not putting 
Davis up there to get votes from you. You just go on and get them votes. We're not going 
to take one vote down there in that  First Ward." We didn't, We took the 32 precincts in 
the Second Ward and elected me. That was the old First District. 

SESSION 3, TAPE 3, SIDE 2 (excerpt) 

A: And after he saw it  was solid then he wasn't afraid. But he was afraid that because 
I ran that i t  might beat him. Might be only one elected and I might be the man. 

Q: Who was that? 

A: His name was Dan Flanigan. He was in the old - old First District, right where we 
are now. 

Q: Oh is that  right? 

A: This is the old First District. Took in all the First Ward and about 32 precincts in the 
Second Ward. Didn't take into all of my ward. Took in 32 precincts. But I lived in that 



end, the north end of the Second Ward which was in the First District, number one, the 
old First District. It's the 22nd District now. They've changed it, where I live. But in 
those days i t  was the old First District. 
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Q: Daniel Flanigan went down to Springfield with you . . . 
A: He was down there before I was. But he also went down with me on my first 
term. Daniel Flanigan was a First Ward man. Dan Flanigan was Dink's man. Hinky 
Dink and Kenna. They came from the First Ward Regular Democratic Organization, He 
had been elected a number of times down there. In fact he was the only Democrat from 
the First District. 

See when I went down there I ran in the whole First District, which took in all of the First 
Ward, and that  included all of the Loop. All of the Loop downtown here. I represented 
that  First Ward - all of the First Ward for, oh, quite some time. Until they made it 
mandatory that  the legislature redistrict. See, the constitution called for redistricting like 
it does now every ten years, but i t  wasn't mandatory, and so they just didn't redistrict. And 
I was in the First Ward and the population was very small. It's based on population and 
it is mandatory. We just didn't have the population down there. I t  got to the place where 
there wasn't any more than 25 or 30,000 people in that district, in that old First 
District. And not only moved the district, but they moved i t  farther south so we could get 
some people. See we didn't have many people in our district when we first started. I had 
in my district, in my ward - I'm in the Second Ward - I had all of the First Ward, but 
I only had 32 precincts in the Second Ward and my district in the Second Ward only went 
as far eouth as  33rd Street, 33rd Street south. Of course we took in Chinatown. The old 
First District took in all of the First Ward and all of Chinatown, came over east on 33rd 
Street. That was the First District. I represented the First District for many years. 

Now in the First District i t  was one of them things where they had to deal. In other words 
there were two Republicans elected and only one Democrat, and that Democrat was Dan 
Flanigan. And this is why when I first ran down there, i t  created such a stir. Because 
they didn't have fighting down there. No fighting, no. They - they dealt - they gave the 
Republicans - i t  was two Republicans and one Democrat from the First District. But when 
I won down there i t  changed it. I t  was two Democrats and one Republican. They changed 
the district around. 

Well, Daley insisted. Mayor Daley insisted that we run two Democrats in each 
district. Now some of them didn't do it. One in particular was Paul Powell. That's what 
he and Daley had the fight about. Powell wouldn't run anybody - any other 
Democrat. You see, what would happen - that was in the days when they had the old 
senatorial committees, and the senatorial committees would meet and determine how many 
candidates would run in each district. Each district had a senatorial committee. 

Q: Within the party? 

A: Within the party. 

Q: So each party had a . . . 

A: Each party had a senatorial committee. And the purpose of the senatorial committee 
was to determine how many they would run in a senatorial district. That was their only 
function. And they would always say one Democrat in the First District. Now to get them 
to say two Democrats would mean a fight. And that's what Dawson got them to say. Pat 



Nash agreed to it and of course getting the First Ward to agree to i t  was something, but 
I knew some people who got to Pat  Nash and Pat Nash said, "We'll have to put up two." 
Dawson got to him. He would ask him, "How in the name of God would the Democrats 
ever control the legislature when in districts where you can win, you don't win? In districts 
where you can have the majority, I mean, you don't have it. First District, we can elect 
two Democrats. It's that easy." 

Q: What did the Republican committee say about that? 

A: They always ran two in the First District. 

Q: And did they run two? 

A: Oh, yes. They put up two. But one of them lost. Well, Art Broche lost. His name 
was Art Broche. Arthur Broche. He lost. 
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A: And when I got elected with those 32 precincts in the Second Ward and he, Dan Flanigan, 
got elected by the First Ward, that gave us two, for the first time in their history that this 
First District went Democratic. That gave us two. Well not only did i t  give us two, but 
we put Larry Dowd in, another Democrat for state senator. You look a t  the record. Larry 
Dowd, Lawrence Dowd. And Serritella got elected state senator after Dowd. We put - 
we put a fellow named Larry - Lawrence Dowd in for state senator in the First 
District. He was a lawyer. (chuckles) And he made his living down there a t  the l l t h  
Street court. He stayed there. He was there - you'd go down there and - you know them 
weekend raids they'd have? Larry Dowd would represent all the people caught in the week- 
end raids from the First Ward. 

Q: What were the weekend raids? 

A: Well, doing everything - drinking, gambling or anything else. The police over the week- 
end would arrest a whole lot of people. Always something going on - cutting, shooting, 
anything. Gambling, stealing. And Dowd stayed a t  l l t h  Street all the time. He was the 
lawyer down there, l l t h  Street lawyer. They elected him state 
senator. (chuckles) Lawrence Dowd. Now that's who the state senator was when I went 
in, 

SESSION 9, TAPE 13, SIDE 1 (excerpt) 

Q: You mentioned Hinky Dink. Did you know him very well? 

A: I knew him, not very well though, The man I worked for knew him very well. I worked 
for the alderman in my first political job. He was a Republican and his name was - he 
was the alderman - his name was Louis B. Anderson. He was the floor leader for William 
Hale Thompson, the mayor of the city of Chicago. Also he was chairman of the Finance 
Committee under Thompson too. And he knew him very well. And he knew him very 
well. When I ran, he told him to - recommended me - told him that I was all right, 
worked for him. And he always called me Mr. Louie's boy. Louis Anderson's boy. 

Then - you see the wards - they still sit that  way in the council. First Ward and next 
to the First Ward is the Second Ward. So the man I worked for sat right next to The 
Bath. Bathhouse John was the alderman of the First Ward. Hink was the committeeman, 



Bathhouse John was the alderman and the man I worked for, Louis Anderson, alderman 
of the Second Ward, sat  right next to The Bath, Called him Bathhouse John. And he sat 
right next to him. So you see he knew him. He knew him very well. I didn't. I was just 
a youngster. 

Q: How'd they come to get those names? Hinky Dink, for example? 

A: I don't know. They had them when I got here. See I didn't get here until 1919. I got 
this job with Alderman Anderson. They had those names for many years. You'd have to 
go to someone before my time to find out how they got those names. But the committeeman, 
Hink, his name was Mike Kenna. That was his correct name, Michael Kenna. 

The Hink had a cigar store on Clark Street near Jackson Boulevard. Had i t  there for 
years. Big cigar store, where all of them used to hang out in th  store down there. The 
First District they called it. A cigar store. They sold a lot of things in there. Notions, 
tobacco. But the First Ward politicians hung out there. 

Q: So i t  was kind of a political headquarters also. 

A: I t  was, yes. Down there near Jackson Street. Near Jackson Boulevard. In other words 
they didn't know me that well. They knew me as Mr. Louie's boy. Louie Anderson was 
the alderman of the Second Ward and sat next to him in the council, sat next to The Bath 
in the council, who was the alderman of the First Ward. And they still rotate like 
that. They go in consecutive order, those seats down there in the council if you go down 
there now. First, Second, Third - that's the way the wards go. So my man, representing 
the Second Ward, would be next to the First. Now that's how we knew him. And so they 
got along very good, very nice. Being almost seatmates. 

SESSION 8, TAPE 12, SIDE 1 (excerpt) 

Q: How did you go about campaigning for your first primary? 

A: Campaigned in my precincts, my 32 black precincts. 

Q: What did you do? 

A: Set them up. But - you see - they had cumulative voting. Just told them to vote 
for me, that's all. Said I was going to Springfield as a Democrat. 

Q: Did you use any particular gimmicks in your campaign? 

A: Then? 

Q: Yes, in that  first campaign. 

A: I used all them WPA workers and all that the Democrats had set up, those checks that 
were coming out every month. I used all that about the hand that  was feeding you. I used 
all that  in my campaign. I used all the things that  Roosevelt was doing for me and my 
people. That's exactly - and that I was a Roosevelt man. And that's what I used. Yes, 
and that  the churches were mortgaged and everybody was in debt and the doggone sheriff 
was standing a t  the door and, "I'm going to be with that  man Roosevelt. I'm not going 
to bite the hand that's feeding me, and I want you to go along." 

And I was elected that  time and never looked back. I never was even in danger of being 
defeated. I was elected 18 times and could have been elected 19 times. I retired. I 



wouldn't run. All the forces that  tried to get me to run again, I wouldn't do it. I said, 
"I've had enough. Give some young people a chance." 

Q: After you knew you were being elected that  first time, how did you go about figuring 
out how to be a representative? 

A: Well, number one, Dean Lee was down there, Noble Lee, and I went over and talked with 
him because he was - his father before him had established the John Marshall Law School 
and lawyers like Westbrooks, and oh, a lot of them came out of that  John Marshall Law 
School and he had a night law school and I talked to him about it, and he told me I could 
come up and register. He was a lot of help to me, Noble Lee. 

And I went up and registered a t  John Marshall a t  night and that was the best thing I ever 
did, because I got that legal background from John Marshall Law School. Up until that  
time the only school I'd been to was Moody Bible Institute over there on La Salle Street 
I got that legal background from Noble Lee, which I was grateful, a t  John Marshall. And 
that's how I really learned what i t  was all about, I mean legally. I got that legal training 
from Noble Lee. He helped me a lot, although Lee was a Republican. 

Q: I was wondering, he was supporting a Democrat though in this case. 

A: No, no, no. I was going to school. I don't think he supported me for election. But I 
went to school and they taught me over there. I t  wasn't a matter of - I didn't need any 
support. I really didn't need any support because the people in my district were 100 percent 
behind me, 100 percent, Democratic, 100 percent. 

You see, I got into all those fights down there. And that made me. I wouldn't accept - 
I never accepted the status quo in Springfield, although I stayed out with the Stewarts, in 
Springfield, Illinois. I stayed out a t  their house. I stayed out there because no blacks could 
stay in hotels. I told them that as long as I was down there they were violating the law 
and I'm going to fight it, and did fight it. 

Q: This is in regard to quarters, where you were staying? 

A: With regard to a place to live and to eat and to drink in Springfield, Illinois. You 
couldn't get a sandwich downtown in Springfield when I was first elected. I was the most 
surprised in the world. I didn't know that city. I t  was worse than Mississippi. Now that's 
right. Of course they try to deny i t  now but they're lying. That's what Springfield was 
all about. No blacks stayed downtown anywhere in Springfield. Your top black people 
would go down there, people who had passed the bar, lawyers and the finest black citizens, 
would go down there and they couldn't get anything to eat downtown. They had to go way 
out there where the black people live on East Jefferson, East Monroe, East Washington, and 
all them, way out east there, And I fought i t  every step of the way and my people liked 
g-&t. 

In 1943 I went to Cairo and I fought all over the state. When the Masonic Lodge met in 
Peoria, Illinois, and we were standing out there a t  the railroad station, trying to take - 
the taxicabs wouldn't even haul us. They told us, said, "Well, we'll take you fellows if you 
wait until we haul all these white people. You all stand up here and wait." In every Illinois 
town I had to fight. Masonic Lodge met in several of those towns. The Masonic Grand 
Lodge met in Mt. Vernon, the town that Louis Emmerson was from, and the church they 
had for us to meet in didn't hold 300 people. We had nowhere to meet. And I marched 
them all into the armory there and they said, "Black people can't go into the armory." And 
I said, "What the hell, they died for it. Why can't they go in there and live for it?" I 
marched them from the church up to the armory. 

Q: Who tried to stop you? 



A: Nobody. When we got to the armory they wasn't going to let us in. It was all locked. I 
called the adjutant general. Said, "We ain't got no way down here to meet. We ain't got 
no way in." 

I did the same thing in Cairo, Illinois, First time black people ever went in the armory 
a t  Cairo, I marched them up there. Same thing a t  Cairo, Called the adjutant general, said, 
"We ain't got nowhere to meet in this town. What the hell is wrong with you? I'm a dis- 
abled veteran of World War I and I got a lot of others here." And the adjutant general 
called the man and said, "Open the door and let them go on in there and meet." 

Q: You didn't have any problem with support from the adjutant general then. 

A: No, no - no. Because I'd operated on his appropriation and everything else over there. 

Q: I see. (laughter) 

A: That's how we got in them places. Mt. Vernon, first time they ever went in that  armory 
there. And then there was a hotel there - I went down and stayed in the hotel a t  Mt. 
Vernon, Illinois. (laughs) 

Now that's what I've had to do all over this state. And that was - I guess that was before 
- Martin Luther King was a baby then. I was Mr. Civil Rights in Illinois. And if you'll 
investigate it, you'll find that  out. 

All them hotels in Springfield would tell you. The man named Davis that owned the Abra- 
ham Lincoln, he'll tell you about me. His name was Davis, the same as mine. I don't 
know whether he owned i t  or not, but he ran it. He told me before he let us stay in there, 

:T - he would tear i t  down. And I promised to help him, and I did. And they blew it  down. 

Now I did that fighting in Illinois. But you don't see them printing no headline stories about 

4 it now. I did it under the law. And there are two kinds of people in the world, people 
who do the work and people who get the credit. I've never gotten the credit but you check 
this out in Illinois and you'll find out who did the work, put my life a t  stake for my 
people. And they knew I was doing it. And that's the reason I could run 18 times and 
nobody could beat me. Because they felt safe when I was in Springfield. And they come 
in he& right now to my office and say, "We don't feel like we used to down there." That's 
right. I fought for them. 

SESSION 9, TAPE 13, SIDE 1 

Q: What I'd like to talk about today is your getting started down there and some of the 
early processes that  you went through and on down. For example how did you go about 
deciding where you would sit in the chamber when you went down there that first session? 

A: Well, they have an arrangement where you pick your seats according to seniority. And 
of course a first-termer has to pick what's left. Let's see, now, my last terms of course I 
had more seniority than any of them and I could pick any seat I wanted to in the 
house. Any seat was open to me a t  the start  of the session. But my first term I could 
pick only those seats that  were left. And these are the rules, you see. You pick your seat 
- your seating arrangement is made according to seniority, and you pick your seats accord- 
ing to seniority. So we just took what was left, that's all. 

Q: What was left a t  that  time? Where did you wind up? 

A: I wound up over on - let me see that's the east side - on the east side, way over on 
the east side of the house there was some seats left. Now when I was down there, there 



was a different kind of seating arrangement. They had those little desks. Each one was 
a little desk, so I took - way over on the east side of the assembly was a little desk that 
was left and I just took it. 

Q: Was this a rolltop desk? 

A: Yes. A little - one of those old rolltop - little, little desks. Each member had 
it. And I just took that  little desk over there. 

Q: Who'd you wind up having beside you in the accompanying seats? 

A: Well I tell you, I had my friend who was down there with me - he went on to the Senate 
- Fred Smith, Senator Smith. He went on to the Senate. And I had - in the next seat 
we had . . . the Springfield lawyer, Tim Sullivan. He was from Springfield. A 
Democrat. See, we were on the Democrat side of the house, Tim Sullivan, a Springfield 
lawyer. I guess they were the ones over there where I was, as I recall. 

Q: Was this their first terms also, or had they been around longer? 

A: Tim Sullivan had been around longer than that. He just liked to sit over there, I 
guess. And he was sitting over there near us. Of course I think he'd been around several 
times. 

Q: Speaking of seatmates, now, down in the legislature did you have that same seat for 
several sessions, or did you move around? 

A: We kept together - yes, I had that seat for a little while. I didn't move because I liked 
Tim Sullivan. I thought he was a brilliant man, a great lawyer and that  sort of thing. And 
we learned a lot from him, sitting by him. And he liked to sit over there, so Fred Smith 
and I sat over there. 

Q: Were there any particular issues that Mr. Sullivan was interested in that you recall? 

A: Let me see. What was the . . . I'm trying to think of some of those issues. (pause) I 
just can't think. There was some - quite a few issues came up in those days, but I just 
can't think. 

Q: I was wondering, he was from Springfield, you say? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Was he concerned with . . . 

A: He was a Democratic representative. He was a minority representative and the 
Republicans had two, the Democrats had one in Springfield. Tim Sullivan was the one 
Democrat for a long time. 

Q: Could you describe that rolltop desk? How'd you go about - now that  was your office 
down there? You had no other? 

A: No one had any office unless i t  was the Speaker. Yes, they had their office but we didn't 
have any office in those days. And we were all there in the Capitol and they had upstairs 
the - over assembly hall was a place where committees met in the different rooms up there 
and there was one big room up there they called the pool. That was where the secretaries 
were. So if you wanted a letter written you had to line up to get one of the girls in the 
pool. I don't know how many they had, but they didn't have any more than about half a 
dozen, I don't think. And they had to write the letters for 177 men. Nobody but the 



Speaker and maybe the majority leader had a secretary and a room. But the members 
didn't have any room. And no secretaries. And their girls was all in the pool. They had 
two pools though. They had a Democratic stenographic pool and a Republican stenographic 
pool. That's the way i t  was. Democratic stenographic pool and a Republican and you had 
to use one of the girls in the pool. 

Q: Were there any specific girls that you used more than others from that  pool? 

A: Oh, yes. If I had a girl who was writing, doing my work, and she did pretty good, I 
would always wait and go to that one. 

Q: Do you remember any of those girls, who they were? Remember any of the names 
involved? 

A: No. I can't remember now. It's been so long I - because we got our own secretaries 
for a while after that and then they went to this new system of having one secretary for 
two representatives. They still got that  today. In other words, one secretary does the work 
for two representatives down there. 

Q: Now that wouldn't have happened, though, until about 1970, would it? 

A: Somewhere along there, yes. 

Q: So for a long time you had to rely just on the pool? 

A: Girls in the pool. But when I got to be chairman of the committee - I was trying to 
think - my committee, I was chairman of the Committee on Public Aid and Public 
Health. The committee had its own secretary so I didn't have to go up to the pool, See, 
being the chairman I had my own secretary; she was secretary to the committee also. Write 
the minutes of the committee, take down the votes and all that sort of stuff. That's when 
I got my own secretary. 

Q: So she could do your own work as well as . . . 

A: All my own work, yes. 

Q: Do you recall who that  secretary was? 

A: Yes. I t  was a girl from Springfield and . . . what was her name, I'll think of it in a 
minute. (Pause) I got pictures of her. Her name was Sarah Price, She had been working 
in the Department of Public Aid. She died not long ago. 

Q: How did you go about handling your mail there? I t  was delivered to your desk, as I 
understand it, by a page. 

A: Yes. What we had was - we would elect a postmaster for every session and of course 
the Democrats' mail would come to the Democratic post office and the Republicans' went 
to the Republican post office. Then they would bring i t  around to you from your post office 
- from the Democratic post office. Bring i t  around to you and put i t  on your desk and of 
course you opened i t  yourself and read i t  and then you answered it. 

Q: Were there any types of letters that  you came to recognize that you didn't even bother 
about opening? Or did you open all your mail? 

A: Well I opened practically all of it, even if I had to throw i t  away after I opened 
it. Solicitation, you know. Once you get on - if you answer two or three of the junk mail 
letters and put a little money in it, you're just getting yourself into trouble because i t  looks 



like the news goes out. (chuckles) They all start to - called i t  sucker mail - yes, you 
get a lot of that too. And then you get this other mail - it's people asking for your vote 
and asking you to support this bill and the other bill and all that sort of thing, And of 
course I made it a habit - if there was people from my district I would answer - but 
we didn't get enough money then. Do you know what we got then? We only got - $50 
a year, for the entire session, was appropriated for all of that work, for secretary, and stamps 
and what have you. And you used them up - $50 - you used that up in a week or two, 
i t  seemed like. But that's all that was appropriated, $50. 

Q: So anything over that came out of your pocket, then? 

A: Right. We just couldn't - so then I made i t  a practice to look a t  the mail or open all 
of i t  and if i t  came from somebody in my district, I held i t  and answered it. And if i t  
didn't, I threw it  away. Because I could not pay all that postage out of my pocket. But 
I answered the letters in my district, Every one of them. I'd look and see the address, 
then I'd answer it. 

Q: How'd you go about that? With the secretarial pool, answer the letters? 

A: When we had the secretarial pool, when I'd answer the letters I'd throw away all those 
letters that wasn't in my district. I'd only take the letters in my district up there and 
answer them. 

Q: So you dictated most of the letters then? 

A: Yes. That came from people in my district. 

Q: Did you have an office in your district a t  that  early stage? 

A: Political office. Yes. Democratic - Second Ward Democratic headquarters was my 
office. People came there in Chicago. But that was the entire organization's office. I t  wasn't 
separate and apart like I did when I left there. See we had - now, you know, you're given 
an appropriation, I think. 

Q: For district office? 

A: Yes, district office. I think the appropriation was - and I voted for i t  too - it's a pretty 
good appropriation now. 

Q: I understand i t  started out somewhere around six, eight thousand; then it went up from 
that. 

A: It's up around 17, I think. Something like that. But it's enough for you to hire a girl 
in Chicago. Pay the rent in Chicago and they do have an office in Chicago. 

Q: Did you open an office then, when that  appropriation came through, here? 

A: Me? Oh, I never did open an office. 

Q: Oh, you didn't? 

A: I used my home for the office. 

Q: Used your home? 

A: Yes, people would come to the house. But I did have a girl here part-time; I never did 
have her full-time. I had a part-time girl here answering my mail. Came by every after- 
noon and worked only four hours answering my mail. I did not use the money appropriated 



for office rent and I did not use a full-time girl in Chicago. So I turned back a lot of money 
to the state. I used to pay her $50 a week. And that  saved a lot of that  money. I never 
did use up all that money. You could get well-qualified girls to work part-time after their 
usual day-to-day regular work. 

I don't know - $3,000 I think they were appropriating but it's about $17,000 now. But in 
those days I think i t  was about $3,000 they appropriated for a secretary. I only used about 
- well, I didn't use half of it, not even half of it. 

Q: Was this the same girl most of the same time that did your . . . 

A: Yes. What I'd do is get a schoolteacher. Yes. They like to make a little extra 
money. See, their salary wasn't too much. So I'd get a good schoolteacher who could type 
and let them come by every night when they'd get off from school. 

Q: Do you recall the names of any of those? 

A: Yes. Now, I'm going back to that girl - let me give i t  to you - that  I first put 
on. Sarah Price of Springfield. 

Q: Sarah Price. 

A: That was my first secretary. Of Springfield, Illinois. 

Q: And this was on the Public Aid Committee. 

A: Yes, she was made - I made her the secretary to the committee. And she also did my 
work. And she was the first black secretary they had down there. Of any kind of commit- 
tee secretary. Committee clerk they called them. She was a committee clerk. First one 
they ever had was mine. You see, I had the committee. I was chairman and she was the 
clerk of the committee. 

Q: How'd you come to select her? Do you recall the process? 

A: Yes. I wanted one. I wanted a colored girl and they didn't have any to send and they 
told me I'd have to pick out one, so having been in the Public Aid Department, they had 
a lot of girls in there and I asked the chairman, I said, "If you've got a colored girl that 
can type I want you to let me talk with her," and he did, he found me one who was a good 
typist. Recommended her and I went in and got her. And she made a good secretary too. 
That's right. She made a good secretary. 

Q: How did you go about getting your information there, say during that first session? You 
didn't have a staff, so when you wanted to research something, how did you go about doing 
it? 

A: Well, I would go to the Reference Bureau, Legislative Reference Bureau, and have them 
do the best they could looking i t  up. We didn't have any staff, didn't have any staff is 
right. But the Reference Bureau could give you some information. And I'd have to do with 
that  except what I read in the papers - got out of the papers. 

Now we had a historical society down there, Illinois State Historical Society, and when I 
wanted to look up something historical I'd go over there and ask them to comment on i t  
or give me a little - and they would. They'd write out a little thing so and so and so and 
so and the year he was elected representative. It'd have the year and the date and the 
number of bills he put in and all that sort of stuff. Oh, yes, well we did that for quite 
a while. 



Q: Did you have occasion to use the Legislative Council? 

A: Yes. Oh, yes, used i t  all the time. Yes. To look up references and bills to see when 
they passed and legislation to see if they had any. If I was thinking about introducing a 
bill had to go to the Reference Bureau or the Legislative Council to see if any other state 
had a law like that. If they did, then I'd get them to send for a copy of their own. See 
how it  goes. I'd send for a copy. 

Q: Can you recall any particular type of law that  you obtained from them that way? 

A: I got my first FEPC [Fair Employment Practices Commission] bill out of New York. 

Q: And that was obtained through the Legislative Council? 

A: Well, I went - I was up in New York City, Ernie Greene and I - he was a representative 
- and they had passed a bill against discrimination in employment and I had the council 
send down and get it. And they did. And that was the first bill we put in on FEPC. We 
modeled i t  after that, after the New York bill. I just had them send and get it, but I knew 
about it. See, I'd seen it work in New York. I'd been to New York. 

Q: Did you have occasion to use the archives much - the Illinois State Archives? 

A: Well . . . not very much. 1 introduced a bill - because I was in a Negro history class 
- and I introduced a bill down there to teach Negro history in the public schools. And I 
went to a lot of those places like in the archives, the states' press and everything to get 
my history together so I could talk about the bill. That's about the only occasion I 
recall. Went up to the archives so I could talk about Illinois history from - and point to 
the archives for names of blacks who had served before my time. Tell them where i t  
was. That's about the only time I ever used it. 
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Q: Did you ever have a legislative intern assigned to you? 

A: As I recall, I had one on my committee. I was chairman of the Committee on Public 
Aid. And i t  was public aid and public health, public welfare. And I don't recall the name 
of the fellow who was assigned. Yes, there was one assigned to me. Intern. 

Q: How did you go about having that person assigned? Did you ask for an intern? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Who did you ask? 

A: Speaker of the House. You have to ask him. For anything you want, yes. I don't recall 
who was the Speaker, but whoever was the Speaker, I asked him. And he got me one. 

Q: Sometime around 1970 you would have had an office there, presumably in the new office 
building that was built next to the Statehouse. Do you recall when you first had an office 
there? In the new office building next to the Statehouse? (pauses) About 1970, I guess, 
or shortly thereafter. 

A: You mean this new state building they built there? 

Q: Yes, the state office building just west of the Statehouse. 



A: I was a leader so I didn't have any office in there. My office - I had an office as Demo- 
cratic minority leader, I had an office in the Capitol. We were the ones that  didn't have 
to go over there. The members went over there. But I was minority leader and then after 
- when the Democrats got the majority, I was in the majority - assistant minority leader, 
assistant majority leader. So we didn't have to go over to the new Stratton Building. I 
never had an office over a t  the Stratton Building. 

Q: You would have had a much larger staff then assigned to you or a staff assigned to you 
as  minority leader when you took that  position. Do you recall any of those staff members? 

A: (pause) I used to use staff members, but I used to use the members that were really 
on the staff. I didn't have any assigned to me individually but I would use - see, we'd 
have the caucus and we'd decide on a measure and then I would use the staff of the caucus 
because they would come around. I would always use that  staff. The caucus staff. 

Q: Sir, when you first went down there the procedure was normally to go for one session 
in one year and then you wouldn't go back for about two years except for commission action. 

A: Well, we only met every two years. We didn't meet every year like we meet now. The 
constitution provided for every two years, the constitution had to be changed before we could 
meet every year. We only met every two years. But as I was talking today, we had quite 
a few special sessions. Well, one of the reasons, I was chairman of the committee - I had 
that, let me see, what did I do with that? Did I put i t  in here? I don't know. (searches 
in desk) When I was chairman of the Committee on Public Aid - I don't remember what 
year it was - there is my commission. (proffers document) 

I'll tell you what happened. They used to make appropriations for public aid and they would 
appropriate - they'd make say an 18-months appropriation when they should have made 
it for 24 months - and a t  the end of the 18 months they'd call a special session and when 
they'd call a special session to consider a deficiency appropriation for public aid all of the 
newspapers would headline i t  and you would think that the people on public aid was getting 
all this money. That's right. And I was one of those who thought that  this was just unfair 
to the people who was on aid, because they only appropriated for 18 months and they were 
really not the cause of calling a special session and spending all this money on the special 
session. The cause was the majority party, whoever was the majority party, only appropri- 
ating for 18 months when they knew that  we met every two years and the appropriations 
had to be for 24 months, 

So we got on to that and we finally broke i t  up and got the appropriations for two years 
but then we established what was known - you can read i t  on here - it's the Legislative 
Advisory Committee on Public Aid. See, it's still going. Now the Legislative Advisory 
Committee on Public Aid was the interim committee and you had the power - legislature 
gave you the power - to sit in with the director of public aid whenever a problem came 
up during the interim. And many of them came up. And we would sit in with the director, 
make our recommendations and the director would take our recommendations, and in that 
way we were able to keep up and not call the special sessions. 

Then we'd decide on - like the cheaters and all that sort of thing. We'd send investigators 
out if the names was turned in to us - and they were - of those that  they thought was 
cheating and that sort of thing and we would go out and make five, six, half a dozen investi- 
gations every day. 

So we finally broke this thing up because i t  was very unfair to the people who was on aid 
because they were being blamed for the deficiency appropriations and all that sort of thing, 
taking more money to run it. And the truth of the matter is i t  wasn't that; i t  was the 
fact that  they only appropriated for 18 months. 



Q: Why would they only appropriate for 18 months? What was the thought behind that? 

A: Politics. I t  made big politics, "I'm against this public aid, I'm" - guys start to holler, 
"Look a t  the money we're losing. They've run out of money already and we . . ." Oh, you 
could hear those arguments, political arguments, all over the floor. "I'm not going to vote 
for it." And we'd have to go - so we'd have to call a special session to get the rest of the 
money. Twenty-four months you see, they appropriated for 18 and we should have appropri- 
ated for 24. 

Q: Now did this happen every session? Or was this just a particular once or twice? 

A: It got so that  i t  was happening pretty regular. They just wouldn't appropriate the 
money, the rest of the money for the regular sessions. 

Q: Did you agree with their going to annual sessions, which put the appropriations on a 
one-year basis? 

A: Yes, I agreed to it. I thought i t  was much better. A lot of things went on with the 
old sessions that I don't think were so healthy, nor clean. 

Q: Can you give another example besides this appropriation for public aid? 

A: Well, they used the appropriation for political purposes. You'd think that . . . you'd 
think they'd really used up their budget, their two-year budget. But they hadn't used up 
any two-year budget, The appropriation wasn't there in the first place. Hadn't used up 
any two-year budget. So, what they had to do was go back and pass the regular 
appropriation. That's all. And they would talk and saying that they was raising the public 
aid money. They wasn't raising the public aid. Anything they could do mean against the 
public aid, they'd do it. Now when we appropriated for the 24 months there was no defi- 
ciency appropriation so that didn't show that the public aid was being raised. You see what 
I mean? 

Q: Yes, sir. 

A: So i t  was politics. See, if we'd appropriated for but 18 months, you know the money was 
going to run out and the newspapers would headline it. "Calling a special session; the 
money for public aid has run out." We knew it  was going to run out in the first 
place. Because they only appropriated for 18 months. Those were the old tricks. Political 
tricks. And they would hold people on public aid up to ridicule and that sort of thing. 

Now I'm not saying that  some of them that  was on there didn't cheat. I guess any kind 
of a thing that's made to help the poor, somebody's going to - in other words, you have 
to help some bad in order to help the good. But any program set up to help the good will 
help some bad. It's hard to prevent it. 

Q: Now you say i t  was part of the function of this Advisory Commission on Public Aid to 
investigate . . . 

A: To investigate all the appropriations and all that sort of stuff and to recommend 
appropriations. And we would sit right there and recommend that this is a two-year term 
and we'd recommend enough money in the public aid - put enough money in the public 
aid budget for two years. Then you wouldn't have to call a special session. But in the 
meantime we would set in on the appropriations, see, and this seemed to satisfy a lot of 
them. We'd sit in with the director, that's what. We sat in with the director of public 
aid and the director would tell you how much he's spending and all this sort of thing. He'd 
make a report to us. Every meeting. And we could keep up with him, and instead of having 
the special session, which cost a lot of money to hold a special session. 



Q: I can imagine. 

A: Well, in the first place you had to pay each one of the legislators expenses for those days 
they put in. So you had all that money spent, calling a special session. And this was better 
because the money that  you'd use for the special sessions, you use i t  for the 
appropriation. But the special session was nothing but a protest thing, I think. They'd 
have people screaming and hollering that we ran out of money on public aid. It wasn't 
because the people were doing anything, stealing anything, i t  was because they didn't appro- 
priate enough in the first place. 

Q: You said the commission did do four or five investigations a day? 

A: Oh, we did a lot of them. Even more than that. We hired investigators and any kind 
of a thing that  was reported to us, we did. Some things that wasn't reported we did. Or 
we investigated them ourself. 

Q: Did you do investigating yourself? 

A: I would go out on some cases, yes. 

Q: Do you remember any of those? Could you give one as an example of . . . 

A: In those days, i t  was more profitable for the man not to live in the 
house. (chuckles) Because they got more on the appropriations. And there used to be 
reports that  men were living in certain places and we'd go out and investigate 
it. Yes. We'd go out there and investigate it, see if the man was really living there. 

Q: I recall Bernice Van der Vries said she also had gone out to look into public aid 
situations. Do you recall having gone with her on any . . .? 

A: No, I didn't go out with her, no. No, I guess she went out with some Republicans, She 
was a Republican. She probably went out to look into the public aid thing. (laughs) She 
was very well respected and I am sure she wanted to help the poor and see that  those who 
were eligible got their share. 

Q: Well, then, you say that  you were for annual sessions of the legislature? Was this talked 
about much when you were first down there back in the 1940's and early 1950's? 

A: No, i t  was talked about - not a t  first, but as the years grew on they talked about i t  
more and more because . . . some of the appropriations they made were not for a 24-month 
budget. I t  was for 18-month budgets. And a lot of the departments would get a black eye 
when they had to go in for a deficiency. Like the Board of Election Commission, we'd go 
in and make up our budget here in the Board of Election Commission and when we'd go 
back they'd consider i t  on a term of 18 months, an lgmonth basis. Well they was six months 
short. And there's going to be a deficiency appropriation. You're going to run out of 
money. We're going to have to go back and have a deficiency and then they'll focus the 
newspapers and everything else on you, when you have a deficiency appropriation. "What 
are you spending?" 

Q: Were there any other reasons why you thought they should go to annual sessions? 

A: Well, my idea for the annual session was that  one session would be purely and simply 
a fiscal session. I didn't intend for them to go into annual sessions where they're going 
to go and introduce a lot of bills and things, silly bills and things. Because it's only costing 
you money to print and transcribe those bills, costs a terrific amount of money, You'd be 
surprised the amount of money they have to spend to have those bills printed. And when 



you introduce a bill you know that's what happens, I t  has to be printed, i t  has to be tran- 
scribed and all that  sort of stuff and then put i t  to the floor and start  around to get the 
approval of the seven members on the committee. That's what has to happen. 

Now, you'd have to do the same thing with the punch card system. In other words - what 
I'm saying is, the machines - the difference between the machines. Them punch card sys- 
tems, all the names are on - all the names for a certain office are on one sheet. 

Q: Now this is a voting machine, you mean? 

A: Yes, a voting machine. Yes. On one sheet. And then that way it's more equitable and 
fair. Because you see all the names can get on the punch cards and then you punch one 
of the names. But you go into one of these machines and your name could be down a t  the 
bottom on F or G or something, which you'd never find. And there's a tremendous dropoff 
in the vote in the city and the vote in the suburbs. Got punch cards in the suburbs. Between 
city and the suburbs, tremendous dropoff. 

Q: So you're saying that a punch card where you can see all the names a t  once is better 
than the machines where you have lines, like A line, and B and C and D lines, to look for. 

A: That's right. That's just what I'm saying. Because all the names are right there in 
front of your eyes. You don't have to look for them. Yes, that's why I like that 
system. Cuts down time. Within five minutes time they've tabulated over a thousand votes 
on the punch cards. They just run them through. Somebody's talking about fraud, they 
won't have time for fraud. (laughter) 

Q: Speaking of voting, sir, they have now of course done away with the cumulative voting 
system. 

A: Yes. That's right. 

Q: What do you think of that? 

A: I was against that. I think they should have kept it. Although i t  was unique, i t  was 
unique. I don't know of any other states that  had it. If they did, there was very few other 
states had it. I t  allowed for minority representation in each district and I believe in that. I 
don't think - i t  certainly doesn't do us any harm to have a minority represented. If there's 
two Republicans elected, there'll be one Democrat in that district. If there are two 
Democrats elected, there'll be one Republican. And that gives them a voice. And that's 
what I liked about it. I like this minority representation and majority 
representation. That's what I like. I think this is the democratic way. Even though they 
would holler "Well, a lot of other states don't have it," I still think i t  was equitable and 
fair to have a minority voice in each district. You know what i t  does? It  keeps the major- 
ity voice on its toes. 

Q: They say that this will cause considerable polarization. Democrats to the Chicago area 
entirely and Republicans in the southern part entirely. Do you think this is going to occur? 

A: (laughs) Well, I think so. I liked the old system better. I just liked it. I think i t  was 
better representation. 

Q: Do you remember discussing this with anyone through those years while you were down 
there? There were a lot of people that wanted to change to the doing away with the cumula- 
tive voting. 

A: Well, I was always against any bill that  was going to do away with cumulative 
voting. Although i t  was unique, I thought i t  gave the minority a chance and I figured that 



just what's going to happen is going to happen. There are going to be less blacks down 
there than they've had in many a day this time. Well, there are going to be. How can 
they? Because they've got 15 down there now. Can they cut those districts so that each 
one of those 15 blacks will be running in a separate district? I don't think they can. And 
so they'll all be running against each other. And i t  is going to cut down their 
representation. Just what I figured. Just what I knew all the time. That's why I was 
always against it. And they'd make this stuff about, "No other states have it." And I'd say, 
"I can't help it. It's unique." 

And it's not going to save one dime. And you'll see, i t  won't when it's all over. Not one 
dime. Because in the first place, the person they elect has got to have a big staff, just like 
the senate does. Because it'd be the same thing that  the senate has. One person for a 
district. Same thing. That's all they got. One senator in each district. So there's going 
to be one representative in each district. 

Q: When you first went down there, Elmer Schnackenberg was the Speaker. 

A: Able man. Very able. Brilliant man, very able, who was elected a judge. I don't know 
- I think he went on to be a federal judge. I know he was elected judge and he was a 
very able man. One of the able Speakers. He was very able. Very learned, very 
able. And I would say he was very strict too. 
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Q:. What do you mean very strict? Can you think of an example? 

A: The rules. He held to the rules. You had to stick to the rules with him, when Elmer 
Schnackenberg was Speaker. 

Q: Can you think of an example of that? Something that occurred that first session where 
the rules became important? 

A: Well, no, except that if you got out of order - if you got out of order he'd set you down 
right quick. No question about it. You couldn't get out of order with him, no. You could 
not get out of order with him. I thought he was a pretty fair man too. I think he's passed 
on now. 

Q: I believe he has. 

A: Yes, Elmer Schnackenberg's passed on. But he was a very learned man. He knew the 
rules too. He knew the rules and he knew the minute you stepped out of 
bounds. (chuckles) You knew it. He'd call you. He'd rap you down. For instance, if 
there was a time limit, when that  time was up he'd set you down. Yes sir. 

Q: Do you remember any one that . . . 
A: Oh, yes. Most of them. Not any one. He set down most of them that ran over the 
time. I guess the highest amount of time that they ever gave anybody - like if he was 
a sponsor of a bill - I think they give you 15 minutes to explain i t  and one time there 
was this thing of "I'd like to explain my vote." They'd give you five minutes on that. When 
your five minutes was up you had to sit down under him. See, a lot of them Speakers let 
you run over, won't interrupt you, let you run over. He would not let you run overtime. 
So he was right on the job. He had his little clock up there and he'd set it. 

Q: Do you recall anyone who wouldn't go along with his ruling that their time was up? 



A: He'd tell them what they could do - appeal. A lot of them tried to bully him but they 
couldn't do it. He'd tell, "Well, you know what to do. Appeal the ruling." And you know 
what'll happen when you appeal the ruling. You'll lose. House wouldn't go for it. You'd 
have to stick to the rules under him. 

Q: How about Hugh Green? He was there the next session. Was he pretty much the same 
type? 

A: Well, he was a little more lenient than Schnackenberg. He was pretty - Hugh Green 
could do something I don't know of any other Speaker could do. Hugh Green - when - 
once we would elect a new General Assembly and once they took the oath and - they were 
certified and they took the oath and became the members of the General Assembly, those 
regular members, 177 of them, and they would call the roll. In those days they called the 
roll orally. We didn't have no automatic roll calls, you know, where you press the button 
and that  thing. We didn't have that. It was a long time before we had that. Used to have 
to call the roll. Call them by name. Hugh Green could call the roll without any reference, 
without any note or without anything. 

Q: Right out of his head? 

A: Oh, just stand right up there and call everybody's name. Correctly! Nobody else could 
do that. I t  was something I didn't understand. He really had a memory. He could call 
177 men's names without ever looking a t  the roll call, the printed roll call. We had a printed 
roll call and the clerk would use that printed roll call and he would call from that. Not 
Hugh Green. He would call from the memory in his head 177 names. I don't know anybody 
else could do that but Hugh Green. And of course Hugh - he came in there all beat up 
once - and that was something. 

Q: All beat up? 

A: Well, there was many stories told about it. I don't know which ones were true. Yes, 
eyes all black and oh my, he was in terrible shape. 

Q: Was i t  something that happened in Springfield? 

A: Yes. They said i t  was something about some woman that worked for him down 
there. Some boyfriend or something - or husband, or something - beat her up. Beat him 
up about her. But i t  was terrible. Almost killed him. I'd never seen that done 
before. Now that's what they said. Now I wouldn't want to repeat it, but it was just 
said. But I do know he was beat up, Everybody knows that. 

Q: Because he came into the assembly all beat up. 

A: Eyes all black, face all bruised. Terrible shape. 

Q: You say he was somewhat more lenient with the rules? 

A: I think so. I think the rest of them were, than Schnackenberg. Schnackenberg was a 
rule man. You had to stick to them. He was my first Speaker. He was Speaker when 
I came down there. Which in those days, you know, we didn't stay downtown. We couldn't 
fraternize with the people that were downtown in the hotels and things. We only met them 
when we came to the General Assembly. Blacks couldn't stay downtown. 

Q: Where did you stay? 

A: I stayed with the Stewarts out on East Jefferson Street You had to stay in a private 
home. There was no place downtown that blacks could stay when I was first down there. 



Q: How soon was i t  that  you were able to stay in the hotel? 

A: Oh, I went there in 1942. Sometime in the late 1960's we got i t  broke down, but i t  was 
quite a fight. 

Q: Yes, you mentioned the Street Nicholas. 

A: Oh, all of them. Really, i t  was the Abraham Lincoln Hotel that we first had to 
fight. But I got in - the first one I stayed a t  was the Street Nick. But i t  was the Abraham 
Lincoln Hotel where we had the reservations and got kicked out. 

Q: Elbert Smith, when I was talking with him, said there was a problem that  came up in 
talking with you and others because you didn't stay downtown - that you were staying out 
east there, and i t  made i t  difficult. Did you find i t  difficult then? 

A: Well, we didn't know what was going on. You know that. How could we when every- 
thing was being discussed downtown? (laughs) How could we know? They discussed all 
of these problems and things down with the fellows and we being the minority - what did 
we know until we got down there? To the assembly. We had a little sandwich shop up 
there on the third floor where the General Assembly is. 

Now that's why I wasn't liked. It's because I never did agree with that  and fought i t  all 
the time - that's what - until after that was broken up. A lot of them didn't like me 
for it, but I knew it  was wrong. In fact i t  was unlawful to put you out because of your 
race or color, because they had a civil rights statute then, but who paid any attention to 
it? You couldn't get served downtown. And I didn't go along with that. 

I remember the occasion - Paul Powell became Speaker. Powell said - you know, Powell 
and some of his friends was invited out to - some black legislator had a soul food dinner 
or something out where he lived - and they went out there to this dinner. And they came 
back telling about all the biscuits and what a fine place this guy had and all this sort of 
thing. Then they got on me. They said, "You're always talking about they ain't got 
nowhere to live and" - I don't recall who - " this man is - we went out there to his 
place with him. They're all getting along all right out there and everything, and you ought 
to shut up your mouth and stop raising hell." So I says, "Now wait a minute. Paul, you've 
been my friend ever since I've been down here and I appreciate you. I appreciate your 
friendship. And I hope I don't lose it. But since you have mentioned this, I'll have to tell 
you how I feel. And I'm a preacher and I'm going to be honest with you. I know what the 
law is down here. I've read it. I read the statutes, the civil rights statutes, you got down 
here. You make me live up to i t  and you ought to live up to it. And all the people down 
here ought to live up to it." 

And I says, "I'm going to tell you this. You talk about me hollering and screaming and 
fighting down here. Until the people from my district in Chicago who are black can come 
down here and be treated like the people from Vienna, Illinois, in your district I'm going 
to still fight it." And I told him, I says, "You made me chairman of the Public Aid Commis- 
sion" - because he was Speaker. I said, "You made me chairman of the commission and 
you have the power to take i t  from me. Take i t  from me now! Because I'll never accept 
this. I'll never accept this Jim Crow thing." I said, "Down in Mississippi they do i t  under 
the statutes. They put up a sign. And you do i t  without aid of the statutes down 
here. You do i t  on an unwritten law and I don't believe in an unwritten law." I had to 
tell him. 

Q: What did he say to that? 

A: "Oh, now, sit down, sit down there." "All right, I'll sit down. But I have to tell you 
- and I don't hate you - but I just have to tell you what's on my heart. In my church 



they say true confession is good for the soul. And it's good for my soul to let you know 
how I feel about it. I feel it's wrong. I feel it's unlawful. I feel we're being mistreated. I 
feel my people are being mistreated. And until such time as they're treated like the people 
from anybody else's district down here, I'm going to protest it." And I did. Ten years or 
more I protested and hollered against it. And I went all the way to Cairo, Illinois, doing 
it. 

Q: Yes, you explained that. 

A: I know I did. I went all over, That's right, I was in the midst of that stuff. A lot 
of the white representatives didn't like i t  because I was hollering all the time, but I think 
I was, after that, one of the best-liked men down there; when I left everybody called me 
their deacon, so I must have been liked. 

That's all. I told them, "Let's do i t  by law. If I have to do it, if I have to respect the 
law, if I have to obey it, you ought to obey it," And that's what I felt about it. 

Did the same thing in Cairo. They talked about lynching me, running me out of 
town. They did tell me to get out of town, so far  as that was concerned. But I told them 
that  I have to obey the law and you ought to obey i t  down there. And that's the way I 
feel about it. This is a country of laws, and not a country of men. This is what I was 
taught, that you go by the law. And I felt that way about it. I still feel that way about 
i t  because this is a country of laws. If I got to obey them, then let them obey 
them. Everybody - let's all obey them. 

Paying black teachers down there in Cairo, Illinois, $75 and $80 a month to be teaching school 
and got angry because some of them reported i t  to me and then when I put them lawsuits 
against them they said I was coming down there disturbing the harmony and peacefulness 
of Alexander County and Cairo and all them southern Illinois - and I said, "This is a lie. I 
came down here to speak to the NAACP and these people came to me with this problem 
and I told them it  was wrong to do that. They had no right doing i t  and I said - I told 
them I was with them and I was going to help them until everybody obeyed the law down 
there." I didn't make much of a popular guy though. (laughs) 

And anything they could give credit to somebody else, they wouldn't give it to me, you 
know. They'd pass me up like a fast train passing a hobo. They'd say some other black 
guy - you know. "That's our man. He's great." They'd always find some other black guy 
to say, and tell me how great he was. You know how great he was, he went along with 
that kind of stuff. That's how great he was. He went along with that Jim Crow. That's 
what made him great. He went along with them violating the law and he was obeying the 
law. Nothing but an Uncle Tom was great in those days. An Uncle Tom black was just 
great. They couldn't see nothing but that. 

But they thought I ought to remain silent while they disobeyed the law, And I didn't remain 
silent while they disobeyed the law because as Dean Lee had taught me - and Dean Lee 
was a member of the General Assembly from John Marshall Law School - my teacher - 
that this was a country of laws. Dean Lee was my teacher a t  John Marshall Law School, 
and he had taught me this was a country of laws. 

A: This was Noble Lee? 

A: Yes, Noble Lee. He was my teacher a t  John Marshall. And I said he was right. This 
is a country of laws. He didn't say i t  was a country of black men laws or white men 
laws. It's a country of all men laws. Laws apply to all men. He was my favorite, you 
know. My teacher. Ain't that something? He was in the General Assembly with 
me. And when they'd get after me I'd say, "Well, Dean Lee taught me. Blame him for 



that, then. He says it's a country of laws, go over there and tell him. That's why I think 
you ought to obey the law. I got to obey it." 

Oh, they tried a lot of things. They tried to put me in the middle and everything else, a 
lot of them did. Get me in trouble too. But I said, "Well, 1'11 just have to watch 
myself. I'll do the best I can. If they charge me, they charge me.'' Well, they did. They 
charged me with a lot of things that  wasn't true. And I never was a whiskey drinker or 
a liquor drinker. Some of them said I was drunk. I never been drunk in my life. I won't 
say I never took a drink because when I was in the army I did when we were up - I remem- 
ber when we were up in the Argonne Forest and this French train was wrecked down in 
there and they had a lot of cognac in it. (chuckles) All the fellows went down there from 
the battle zone. All the fellows went down there and put that  cognac in their 
canteens. (laughter) And I drank some and I didn't know what i t  was. I drank some and 
i t  almost knocked my head off. (laughs) But I've never been a whiskey drinker. You never 
see me standing around drinking no liquor and all that sort of stuff. 

Q: You say i t  was a handicap not being able to socialize downtown with the other . . . 
A: Oh, absolutely. You didn't know what was going on half the time down there. You'd 
have to be down there to hear what's going on. 

Q: Did you find that  - later on when you were able to stay downtown - that  that was 
alleviatd considerably? 

A: Oh, I found, yes, that there was - for instance when we organized the black caucus, 
I gave a - first thing I did - under my leadership in the black caucus we had a soul food 
dinner and we got the Knights of Columbus Hall. I've forgot what year that  was - we 
got the Knights of Columbus Hall out there on Lawrence Avenue. It's out there, the KC 
Hall. And we had these fellows would make up all this soul food, you know, that blacks 
eat and the white folks loved i t  too. With all the greens and whatever there is and the 
whole legislature went out there. We all got together. They forgot about color and every- 
thing else. Made a lot of difference. You heard a whole lot of things that you wouldn't 
have heard. 

And then we started - and i t  made - you know what? I t  made better relations when 
they all got together, would go to these parties together and things down there and go to 
- these lobbyists would give - like they do - the lobbyists give entertainment. They have 
a little party over a t  the hotel and invite everybody. We'd all get over there and talk. I t  
made i t  better. Association, we started being together, everything. Made i t  much better. 

Q: It's been said that  a lot of legislative activity takes place not on the General Assembly 
floor but in the barrooms and that  sort of thing. Do you feel that's true? 

A: I didn't go in the barrooms. I wouldn't go in the barrooms. But that's true. I t  took 
place in the hotels and things. I would like - a famous dining - I guess one of the most 
famous dining places down there where I went was in the Street Nick, the Glade Room. And 
I was in the Glade Room quite a bit, every night, That's where I ate. And I heard a lot 
of things in the Glade Room. The Glade Room a t  the Street Nick was quite a 
place. Yee. A chance to talk. Then the lobby of the hotels, lot of people sat in the lobby 
and talked. And you'd hear a lot of things you never would hear if you wasn't 
downtown. I t  made i t  better. Much better. 

Q: Well I suppose that before you had an opportunity to be downtown, to be able to mix 
more, that  the caucuses must have been pretty important to insure . . . 
A: Well, yes. You would have a caucus on certain bills, you know. Democratic caucus and 
Republican caucus to determine just what our action would be. Whether we would go along 



and vote or whether we would oppose i t  and go against it. We'd have that. But that would 
be on just certain legislation and i t  would be a party thing mostly. In other words, if the 
Democratic party was against a certain bill we would call a caucus on i t  to let them know 
that  we were against the bill and that they expected everybody to stay in line and that sort 
of thing. 

Q: How soon did the black caucus - how soon was i t  formed? 

A: I guess I was one of the ones who formed it. I was, Oh, well we started to electing 
more - when we started to getting more blacks down there for them . . . let's see, Steven- 
son was in the 1950's. Stratton came after Stevenson, didn't he? 

Q: Yes sir. 

A: Kerner was in the 1960's, wasn't he? 

Q: In 1962, I believe. 

A: Well, I'd say about in the 1960's. I t  was in the 1960's. 

Q: I t  was about the time of Kerner, then? 

A: Yes, around Kerner's time i t  got more liberal. That's when FEPC went in, you know. 
Governor Kerner signed the first FEPC Bill. 

I must say this though, the highest job any black had until Cecil Partee was elected president 
pro tern was Joe Bibb, a black man who was appointed director of public safety by Governor 
Stratton. He was over the state police and state prisons. I am a Democrat but I want 
to be honest, no other black or minority had ever had that title. 

SESSION 5, TAPE 6, SIDE 1 (excerpt) 

A: Now that was a pretty long fight. I'll tell you how that  began. That fight began under 
Adlai Stevenson. Now Stevenson was there in the 1950's wasn't he? Yes. Right? Yes. 

Q: Yes sir, up until 1952 I believe, 1948 to 1952. 

A: Yes. I t  was 1948 to 1952. All right. We got Stevenson elected. I was in New York 
and I had a Republican friend who was a member of the General Assembly. He and I were 
pretty close. And talking to a couple of the black legislators in New York. In fact we went 
over there purposely. We went over there for - Congressman Dawson and I went over 
there because we had sworn in a man named Irvin Mollison who was a native Mississippian 
like I was. Irvin Mollison was sworn in - he had been sworn in as a judge of the maritime 
court, that's that marine thing - court. He was put on that court. And he went from 
town to town all the way down to New Orleans, all these seaboard courts. They have a 
- a court, they call i t  the maritime court. It's a - has to do with these vessels that come 
into U S A .  And that's what we was over there for. Judge Mollison was sworn into 
that. And i t  was a federal job. Truman appointed him to a federal job. 

Anyway, I heard all about this FEPC during the time I was over there. I heard all about 
this fair employment bill that they put over there and they'd finally passed it in New 
York. They had passed it, fair employment. And I was carried away with it. And I got 
a copy of it, the New York bill. And I got a copy. I was carried away with what it really 
was doing in New York. I t  was integrating those jobs over there, a lot of them. They had 
a few blacks working in banks and everything else. And we had put this black man on 



the maritime court with a federal job, judge. And we'd made Wendell Green, a black man, 
judge here in Chicago. 

We wanted - naturally we wanted to outdo them fellows in New York. Looked like they 
was getting ahead of us, the blacks over there, because they had a fair employment practice 
bill. It was just instituted, just getting i t  in order. It hadn't been tried too much. But 
the little i t  was doing was great I thought. 

So I brought the bill back. I had a Republican friend on the other side of the aisle. I think 
he was alone. His name was Ernest Greene, Representative Ernest Greene. I brought the 
bill back. And he was a lawyer. Ernest Greene was a lawyer. We sat down and we read 
i t  and we discussed i t  and we agreed, he and I agreed, that we would introduce the bill. See, 
a lot of people don't know how the bill was introduced. So I said - a t  that time the 
Republicans controlled both the house and the senate, I said, "Ernie, we're - lookie 
here. If we - if we got any chance of passing this bill, you can pass i t  better than I can," 
because we only had a small Democratic minority down there. And we had the minority 
in the house. I said, "If you would handle it, see, I would cosponsor i t  with you." I said, 
"We might get i t  through." 

But we decided that we wouldn't raise too much sand, we wouldn't really - unless somebody 
would call us to explain it. And then we would try to explain i t  in an offhand way because 
we knew if we explained that  bill with all of its ramifications we'd never pass it. 

So Ernie Greene and I cooked this thing up that  he would handle it, I would cosponsor it, 
but we wouldn't tell anybody but the two of us. Only the two of us knew what the bill 
really did when i t  was first put in. The bill passed the house. I didn't say anything and 
he just a few words. I t  went on through. "It's just a little bill that says that everybody 
ought to be treated fair" and blah-blah-blah. And he being a Republican, bing, the bill 
passed. Now we still don't say anything. But it's the Fair Employment Practice Bill. 

Q: Now this didn't set up the commission a t  that time then? 

A: I t  set up a commission. 

Q: Oh. Yes. 

A: But i t  - but nobody didn't say - so i t  gets over in the senate. And the same thing 
was going on over there in the senate. Nobody paid any attention to it. And I went around 
- like I told him, I'd get the Democrats. And they did. I said, "This is a good bill. It 
has to do with employment. But, you know, we've got to do something about it, the 
Democrats." And they said, "A11 right. I t  passed the house." So when i t  came up for third 
reading in the senate, by that time the Illinois Manufacturers' Association woke up. When 
i t  got over in the senate they woke up on the bill. And when the bill came up over there 
it was defeated by one vote. But the man who defeated the bill, who wouldn't vote for it, 
who wouldn't give us his vote, where do you think he was from? East St. Louis, Illinois, 
where the blacks had elected him. And I told him - I forget his name - that, "Look, 
this is going to help the people that  sent you down here." Well the Illinois manufacturers 
evidently owned him or controlled him. And he - we needed one vote and he wouldn't give 
us that  vote. He killed that bill because Stevenson would have signed it. And this was 
way back there in the 1950's. 

I made i t  my business to go down to East St. Louis and made every church I could make 
down there and they were - and told them about this man. Well the result was he got 
beat. And never elected another Republican senator from East St. Louis from that day to 
this baause he beat that  first FEPC bill in the senate. We would have had i t  - we would 
have had that  bill . . . 10 years before we had fair employment, maybe 12, if he'd have just 
given i t  one vote. And nobody wouldn't have known what i t  was. 



And a lot of people still don't know that  Ernest Greene was the first one to sponsor the 
Fair Employment Practice . . . . He just died here not long ago. 

Q: Oh, is that  right? 

A: Yes. But he was the first one. And we had the bill and the rest of them didn't know 
- didn't know there was such a thing as fair employment practice. 

Well after that I introduced i t  every session because everybody knew about i t  then. The 
Illinois Manufacturers' Association woke them up on the bill, because I didn't wake them 
up on it. And I didn't make no big hallelujah about i t  until they woke them up. Then 
we had to come clean with it. And I guess I must have sent a half a dozen or more bills 
over to the senate, all to be defeated, The house passed it. Even when they knew what 
i t  was they passed it. Because the house was fairly liberal and I could get a - I could 
get a solid Democrat vote on the bill. And we could pick up a few Republicans and pass 
i t  in the house. 

SESSION 9, TAPE 14, SIDE 1 (con't) 

A: And Clyde Choate had as much to do - if not more to do - about passing FEPC in 
the house. Clyde was one of my favorites and I have always helped him down in Alexander 
County. He ran down there in Cairo and Mounds - Mounds City. I knew a lot of people 
- had a lot of friends down there and I'd always go around and help Clyde. 

SESSION 8, TAPE 12, SIDE 1 (excerpt) 

A: I had helped Clyde. Paul Powell had gotten me to go down there and help Clyde to get 
elected when he came back from the army. See Clyde came back from World War I1 a Con- 
gressional Medal of Honor winner and he ran in that  district which took in Alexander 
County which is Cairo, Illinois. And took in Mounds and all those towns down there. And 
he had a whole lot of black people in his district. And Paul said, "Now, I want you to do 
me a favor." "What is it?" "I want you to go down there and help a friend of mine. And 
he's a Congressional Medal of Honor winner and I want to get him elected. And you can 
do it, I know you can. At that time I was big man in the Masons. And I went down there 
and put all the black people behind Clyde Choate. 

SESSION 8, TAPE 12, SIDE 2 (excerpt) 

A: I went down and talked to my people. They had two Republicans running down there 
to beat him and I - in Cairo, Illinois, we had one of the big Masonic lodges, subordinate 
lodges. I was grand master. I called a meeting of the lodge and we went in behind closed 
doors. I got up and told them, "Now look here. I want you to elect somebody who is going 
to be with you. This man's going to be with you. Now stop this thing of being afraid of 
Democrats. This man gets on the floor and speaks for me and works for me. Hell, I want 
you to go out there and vote for him and each one of you can give him three votes." Showed 
them how to do it. That's how we elected him. I did i t  in that big lodge there in Cairo 
where all the black people were. I did i t  in the churches there. And then I went up to 
Mounds and all through his district down there, And they had a lot of black people down 
there a t  that time. And he led the ticket. 

SESSION 8, TAPE 12, SIDE 1 (excerpt) 



A: Clyde never forgot it. Because they wasn't electing Democrats down there in that  
territory. But he was a Congressional Medal of Honor winner and Paul Powell wanted to 
bring him to Springfield. And I helped him the first time he won. And then when I was 
in trouble trying to get that FEPC passed and Clyde Choate from Anna, Illinois, got up on 
the floor and made a speech! Talk to old Clyde about it. He'll tell you the speech he 
made. (laughs) 

Q: For the FEPC. 

A: Yes. Made a speech for it. And i t  passed the house like that. (snaps fingers) And 
every time i t  came up we passed i t  in the house. But they sold us out in the senate. 
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We'd pass i t  in the house. Send i t  over to the senate. Senate would thumb their nose a t  
it. You know. We never - I can't tell you how many times they - sometimes they didn't 
even hear the bill in the senate. Do you hear me? Wouldn't even hear it. Wouldn't even 
consider it. 

But the FEPC didn't go in until I had that filibuster. I led the longest filibuster, for FEPC, 
that  was ever led in Springfield. 

Q: Could you describe what occurred in that filibuster? 

A: Oh, yes. Now I'm going to tell you the whole story of the filibuster. Well I noticed what 
some of the whites was doing when they felt that they were being mistreated. They'd take 
advantage of the old constitution. Now the Constitution of 1870 said all bills must be read 
in full. That means read three times in full. For instance, the University of Illinois' appro- 
priation is as large almost as this telephone directory here. Now to read a thing like that 
in full would take you a week. Two weeks. What would you get done? So they would take 
advantage of i t  and say, "Now, Mr. Speaker, that bill must be read in full three times, 1st 
reading, 2nd reading, 3rd reading." "Well, we just read i t  when i t  was introduced." "No, no, 
no, no. It's got to be read in full three times." Now you got to read a bill like that  in full 
three times how much would you get accomplished? Impossible. So i t  went along, went 
along like that. 

I had a Republican friend, black friend, named Bill Robinson who was a pretty brilliant 
representative, Bill Robinson. I went over to Bill - Bill and I sort of worked together and 
I - after he died I had a building out there a t  Chicago State University named after him. I 
did. Bill Robinson. Brilliant man. Black man. And he was a Republican. I said, "Bill, 
I've been trying to pass this FEPC." He says, "Yes, i t  ought to be the law. New York's 
got it" - he named other states that had it. Several states had i t  before we did. And 
Missouri was getting ready to pass it. It come out of the house in Missouri, up in the senate 
and the fellow from Missouri came, black fellows, said, "We're going to pass it. We've got 
enough votes to pass it." I said, "My God, now we can't let Missouri here - I consider i t  
a southern state - going to pass this thing before Illinois does." So I said, "Bill, if I stage 
a filibuster will you help me?" He says, "Sure, I'll help you. You better believe it." 

And Paul Powell was Speaker. I says, "I'm going to demand that  every senate bill that 
comes over here be read full three times." I showed him the old constitution. I said, ----- --- 
"Others do i t  when they feel like it," I said, "and if ever a man - I've been - for 10 years 
I've been trying to get this thing and they kill i t  over in the senate. And I'm going to do 
it." And he says, "I'm with you." And he was on the Republican side. 

First senate bill came over, I said, "Just a minute, Mr. Speaker. No, no, it's got to be read 
in full.'' "Well, we did. We gave the title." I said, "Reading the title of the bill is not it. I 



want i t  read in full. I want the constitution to be complied with, you're ignoring the 
constitution. I want you to live up to the constitution and read that  bill in full." 

They fooled around there and fooled around there and he, Paul Powell, sent for Dean Lee 
because he knew that that's the one man he knew that I had respect for because he was 
my teacher. So he and Dean Lee went up there and they talked and they talked and talked 
and they figured on how to get me off the floor, see. Dean Lee came back and he got up 
on the floor and he told me he was surprised a t  me. "I'm surprised that  you want to slow 
down the legislative process. You ought to know that we are the judge of all of our rules 
over here. We make all the rules here now." And he made an argument, beautiful argu- 
ment. 

So when he sat down I said, "If I know anything about the law, Dean, you taught me and 
I have the greatest respect for you. But you never taught me that  by one motion we could 
amend the constitution." I said, "That's a long process, amending the constitution." I said, 
"Now, I don't need to read it to you because you know. You taught constitutional law and 
know it, better than any man in here, but the constitution says these bills must be read 
in full. Now how can we ignore i t  except we change the constitution?" 

He went back up there and I saw him and Paul. I guess he told Paul, "I have to let him 
alone." He laughed and went over and sat down in his seat. (laughs) 

Now that  ain't happened - I don't know if that's ever happened in anybody's assembly, but 
my teacher, I told him, "How can we amend the constitution on a motion? Can't be done." 
I said, "Now, the constitution says that bills must be read in full." 

And so Paul Powell wouldn't call any of the senate bills. He called all the house bills. I 
didn't bother the house bills. But every time he called a senate bill, I'd jump up. All 
right. 

Then Senator Smith, Fred J. Smith, my senator, he came over to the house and he said, 
"Come outside, I want to talk with you." I said, "Outside? Can't you talk in . . ." "No, you 
come on out." So I went on out there in the hall. When I got out there I saw these fellows 
standing in front of the door to the senate, just a bunch of them, group of senators were 
standing in front of the door over in the senate, looking. Because they'd sent him, Senator 
Smith, over there. And he says, "Now you're raising hell over here and sending us - you're 
having a filibuster and you've got all the senate bills tied up over here and a lot of them 
fellows over there, they're their bills. And they're my friends and they sent me over here 
to talk to you," He says, "Now I'm talking to you. I'm telling you you're raising sand over 
here and got all their bills tied up," and then he says, "aAnd if you keep them tied up, I'll 
do something about that FEPC over there. Did you hear what I said?" And I caught on 
to what - he wanted them to see him talking to me, and he went on back over. (laughter) 
Said, "Talked to him." 

Q: Oh, I see. So he was giving you the dickens but not what they thought. 

A: Yes. And that's what happened. Now, they thought to embarrass me. My bill that I 
sent over there - oh, no, they wasn't working on that, they worked on another one. They 
fixed up one themselves. 

Q: Who was they in that case? 

A: Oh, a bunch of them. Senator Arrington and a whole bunch of them. They used him 
and they took my bill. They took my bill and when the bill got back, i t  was not my bill 
but they amended i t  and did a whole lot of things to i t  so i t  didn't look like my bill, 
see? And when it came back over to the house - they passed it and they sent i t  back over 
to the house and I looked a t  it. I t  had a deescalating clause that this bill would not affect 



any business that hired less than 100 people, you had to hire 100 people before i t  could 
become a law. Now that's the first thing they knocked out of it. Or they had so many 
I don't - forget all the things. But I went over i t  and went over it. 

Paul Powell sent for me. "Well, you've got that senate bill back over here. What you going 
to do with it, Deacon? You going to pass i t  or what you going to do?" He said, "They're 
betting over there you ain't going to accept this bill with all the amendments." I said, "I 
know they are. They're saying I'm not going to accept this because it's too weak." I said, 
"I know they are, Paul." I said, "Just give me a little time. I'm going to make a study of 
it." 

I took that  bill, prayed over it, like I do over everything, and all that sort of thing and I 
got that  feeling that I ought to accept i t  because if I didn't accept i t  - if I took anything 
out that  they'd put in there - i t  would have to go back to the senate. And when i t  went 
back to the senate they were not going to pass it. They were going to say that they passed 
an  FEPC bill, sent i t  over there to me and I killed it. See, I prayed to the man up there 
upstairs, my God. But they weren't figuring I was going to do that with it, see. 

So, I don't know, there was only two or three of us in there - I think Senator Partee or 
some of them - I know Kenny Wilson was in house there. I sent for my fellows and told 
them, " h k ,  fellows. I know this bill is weak as ice water. I know i t  ain't the bill I sent 
over there. They've taken a lot of stuff out of i t  and did everything with it, but I'm going 
to accept it. Now tell you why I'm going to accept it. I'm going to accept it, let Governor 
Kerner sign it, and every year that  I'm down here - that the Lord and my people leaves 
me down here - I'm going to amend the bill and make i t  a great law. I'm going to amend 
i t  every year and make i t  the kind of bill I want i t  to be. Now I don't know what you 
fellows think about me accepting it. You might criticize me." 

They said, "Look, you've been down here longer than any of us, and as you say, if you cross 
one t and dot one i it'd have to go back to the senate and if it goes back to the senate they're 
not going to pass i t  again. They're going to say they sent a bill over there and you wouldn't 
take it." 

I said, "That's exactly what they're going to say." I anticipated what they were going to 
say. What they were going to do to me. 

You see, I have always prayed to my God and I had been warned that the senate was expect- 
ing me to amend the bill and send i t  back to them and they would not act on i t  and i t  would 
die again in the senate. 

SESSION 9, TAPE 14, SIDE 2 

A: I have always believed that  the psalmist was right. The 91st Psalm essentially says, 
"Call on me and I will answer you. I will be with you. I will be with you in trouble." 
Let me see, I'll quote i t  right for you. (picks up Bible) Here we are. Says, and I've always 
believed in it. Here you are. Because - i t  begins, "He that dwelleth in the secret place 
of the most high shall abide under the shadows of the Almighty and I will say, 'The Lord 
He is my refuge. He is my fortress and He is my God and in Him will I trust."' Because 
I got this urge, see. And then i t  saying, i t  winds up by says, "Call upon me and I will answer 
you. I will be with you in trouble. I will deliver you and I will honor you." And I believe 
that. This - !his, "Call upon me. 1 will deliver you and I will honor you - I will honor 
you with long life and I will satisfy you." Right here. This is the 91st Psalm. I keep this 
here. 

And I went back and I said, "Call the bill, Paul, when you get ready." And he called it. I 
forget the number of the bill. I got i t  a t  home. And he went called i t  and I said - and 



the Illinois manufacturers almost fell dead when I did this - I got up and said, "I move 
that  we concur in all the senate amendments." That's all it took to pass it. And I 
moved. Nobody said a word. And we concurred in every senate amendment and FEPC 
became a law. 

Kerner was the governor. And Kerner looked a t  i t  and he says, "Are you sure you want 
me to sign this?" I says, "Yes, your Honor, please sign i t  and give me the pen you sign 
i t  with." And I told him what I was going to do and he laughed, I said, "This is all I can 
get out of these in the senate people, but I've got support to make i t  a great law. I believe 
the Lord will answer me." And I says, "You're going to be down here. You've been elected 
for four years." I says, "I'm going to put some amendments." 

And I amended i t  to death. Senator Partee will tell you. When he got to be the president 
of the senate, he handled an amendment for me, two or three of them. Got them 
through. We made i t  one of the finest FEPC laws in the country. Illinois had, One of 
the finest. 

Well, that's the story of FEPC. Made i t  one of the finest laws in the country. No question 
about it. With them amendments. I put on i t  after i t  was signed into law, made it a great 
law. Because my hand in the Lord's hand and I let Him lead me. I didn't try to lead Him, 
I let Him lead me. And he said, "Call upon me," and every amendment I put in there I 
called upon Him. And I got i t  through. 

Q: Now those - the amendments that you were putting in were primarily to reduce that  
number. 

A: Yes, the old bill. The old bill. To do what my original bill would do. 

Q: So you cut the number from 100 down to 50 and so on. 

A: Fifty. Like the federal law is. It's down to 15 now. Cut them down. I even had other 
people helping me. Susan Catania came from my district. She helped me. She put in an 
amendment for me. 

Q: Who was that? 

A: Susan Catania, who comes from my district, included the women. She helped to 
strengthen my FEPC. A lot of people was with me to strengthen it, helping me. This is 
what the Lord does. He raised up people to help me. He raised up people. White 
members. Clyde would help me with anything, Clyde Choate. He was my friend. 

Q: Now one of the other things that  you did in that  was to give the commission which was 
formed the authority to institute their own cases. 

A: Absolutely. That was the last thing. Cecil got that through for me. Didn't nobody else 
have it. (laughs) Nobody else had it. I gave them initiatory powers. What other bill had 
that? Made i t  the strongest bill in the country. In other words if you - say, for instance, 
I go in and accuse my boss of discriminating and all that  sort of thing, don't you think he 
is going to fire me the first chance he got? And hauled him in before the commission? Well 
I fixed it, with initiatory policy you didn't have to do that. I could whisper to the commis- 
sion and they could send somebody out there and make an investigation and they bring the 
charges against him, he wouldn't know where they was coming from. That's initiatory 
powers. I gave the commission initiatory power. 

Q: What brought that  up in your mind that  they ought to have this initiatory power? 

A: Because several people, that had been fired that  had charged their boss with discrimi- 
natory practice, who charged that  people had been promoted over them just because of their 



color, And I knew that  was going on. And that  man right there, Senator Cecil Partee 
(points to picture) got that  bill through in the senate. Got that amendment through in the 
senate. Gave i t  initiatory power. 

Q: Sir, on the filibuster - how much filibustering did i t  take a t  that time . . . 
A: About almost a month. 

Q: Oh, is that right? 

A: Yes, I think I've got - I wonder if I've. got them old calendars. The senate calendars 
was, oh my goodness, this long. 

Q: They were three or four yards? 

A: Four yards long. No senate bill. Didn't pass a one. 

Q: So there actually wasn't - you didn't have to get up and speak other than to say that - to call for the reading? 

A: I got up and told them that they hadn't given me any consideration. And when they 
got ready to treat me like they treated everybody else, give the bills a fair hearing, and 
not make me the laughingstock because Missouri was passing i t  and we wasn't going to pass 
it here and we blacks in the Illinois legislature would be laughed a t  and I wasn't going to 
take i t  anymore. "We just won't pass any senate bills until you read them and you say you'll 
have to stay here all year, I'll be here with you. We'll stay here all the year. We'll just 
suffer." That's what I did for FEPC. We'll stay here all year I told them. So Senator 
Arrington and a bunch of them got together and fixed that  bill up. Senator Arrington, he 
said, "That's the best I could do." I said, "I know i t  was." They sent i t  over there but i t  
was weak, you know. I t  was very weak. I t  was nothing when i t  went over there. 

Q: I understand that  Mr. Percy, a t  that time - Senator Percy now - was involved with 
that. 

A: I understand he did tell them to go for i t  or give me something. I understand he did 
tell the senate to give me - they had to give i t  to me, I want to tell you because that's 
exactly what happened. I filibustered - still got the filibuster. Bill Robinson with me. I 
understand Senator Percy told them they ought to do something or to pass it. This is what 
I understand. I don't know who the Republicans were that did it, but I know they sent 
a bill over there. Something they hadn't done. 

And that  was what the bill said. I t  was - i t  deescalated. I t  had a whole lot of things 
in i t  that  made i t  weak as ice water. I took them all out. And wrote and put my bill in 
by amending, the amending stage. I t  took about six - eight years - about six years to 
do i t  but I did it. I made i t  one of the great FEPC's. Gave i t  initiatory powers. That's 
right. That was the last thing I did to it. Whether they're using i t  or not, I don't 
know. I'm not down there now and I'm not responsible for something when I'm not there. I 
don't know what they're doing to i t  now. 

Q: Did you have occasion to filibuster on any other . . . 
A: No, I never did. Never did filibuster on another bill, that was the one I filibustered 
on. That was the one that did my people the most good. When I walk through this Loop 
and see how many blacks - for instance in the First National Bank, go down there and 
take a look. No black ever sat on a counter in any of these banks down here. The highest 
job black people had here in Chicago, in the Loop, was they gave them a mop and a 
pail. That's right. Black women worked in some of these department stores but you know 



what they did? They hung up dresses. They were stock clerks. The women who hung up 
the dresses when some woman tried them on. That's all they ever did. FEPC, that's fair 
employment practice, made them - they're salesmen now in every one of these stores down 
here. The bank clerks and all - just go all over town, you'll see them. The bank clerks 
in all these banks. And salesmen. 

And every time I walk in one of them and look, first thing I say when I look up and see 
my people, I say, "Thank you, Jesus." That's just what I say. I thank the Lord for it. I 
never would have passed i t  except that the good Lord was with me. That's how I passed 
it. I took nothing and made something out of it. 

That bill the senate sent over there, I wish you could've seen it. And see what we got 
now, Of course I could probably dig i t  up down there in the Reference Bureau somewhere 
and you'd see what was in the bill. A hundred - i t  exempted almost everybody under the 
law. The people that  were hiring a hundred or more like the steel mills and all of them 
was hiring blacks. They were hiring blacks. (chuckles) That's right. They exempted 
most people. The bill that  we passed, that  the senate sent over there. I t  exempted most 
of the people. That's right. 

Q: Because these others were hiring already. 

A: Those who hired a whole lot of people did hire blacks. I t  didn't affect many people, the 
first bill they passed. But when I got through with it, i t  did. 

Q: I understand there was a bill during the war - I'm not familiar with the details on i t  
- which had to do with allowing the blacks to work in the war industries. Do you recall 
any legislation concerning that during the war years? 

A: Who put i t  in? 

Q: I don't know. John Fribley was involved with it, I know. 

A: Don't know anything about it. 

Q: I t  possibly could have occurred before you got down there in 1943. 

A: I don't know anything about that. 

Q: We had mentioned Elmer Schnackenberg and Hugh Green in their capacity as  
Speakers. What did you think of Paul Powell as  Speaker? 

A: Paul Powell was a good Speaker. I thought he was a good Speaker. He and Daley didn't 
get along. You know I had to go against him, I was sorry i t  came up but I just had to 
go for Daley. Paul Powell was against Daley's rule that you had to put up two Democrats 
in each district. That's what we first fell out about. Daley as chairman of Cook County 
Democratic Committee told all the Democratic committeemen in Cook County they had to 
put up two members, they had to make a contest in the legislature. This thing of putting 
up one Democrat and two Republicans or vice versa or one Republican and two Democrats 
had to stop. They had to make a contest because the Democrats was in the minority and 
he couldn't see how they were going to get in the majority if they didn't contest these 
offices. Paul Powell told Daley he wasn't going to run no two in his district. And didn't 
do it. 

You see, all you had to do was control the state senatorial committee and they'd come in 
and announce for one and that was it. They'd file their little resolution and that  was 
it. Powell's senatorial committee, which he controlled, said, "There'll only be one." I forget 
what Powell's district was down there, the number is 50 or 51. Paul, down south there, wasn't 



going to run any two in his district. And his senatorial committee came in and declared 
for two Republicans and one Democrat. Of course the Democrat was Paul and all Paul 
Powell had to do was to get nominated and he was elected. That's the way you did when 
they dealt in these districts, see. Just get nominated and you're elected. 

Daley was against that. He wanted a contest because i t  was the only chance Democrats 
would ever have to control the house. And so Paul Powell wouldn't put two up in his 
district. He ran himself and he got a whole lot of votes, 40 or 50,000, something like 
that. Could've elected two Democrats but he wouldn't put up one. He had a deal. 

And when we - i t  was a very close - I don't remember how many majority - when we 
finally won the house and had a majority, Paul Powell said he was going to be the 
Speaker. And Daley said, "Oh, no. He didn't help give us the majority, he's not going to 
be the Speaker." Botchy Connors was the committeeman over here. Botchy Connors, Sena- 
tor Connors, was George Dunne's committeeman, our present county chairman George 
Dunne's committernen. Dunne was down there then and he was also - they also had a 
fellow down there named De La Cour. De La Cour, a French name, De La Cour. Those 
were the two from Connors' district. Joe De La Cour. 

And Connors - when the speakership came up, Connors - who was a friend of Mayor 
Daley's, they were pretty close - asked Daley to make the Chicago Democrats go for De 
La Cour, put up De La Cour for Speaker. Because they'd put up two and one. All over 
Chicago we'd put up two and one. So Daley told me when we had the caucus, "We want 
to nominate Joe De La Cour." And we nominated Joe De La Cour and we controlled the 
Democratic caucus and Joe De La Cour won in the caucus. 

And Paul Powell walked out and went over - let me see now whoever was governor - oh, 
I think i t  was Stratton who was governor. He went over to see Stratton. And he made 
a deal with Stratton that if Stratton would get the Republicans to vote for him, he had the 
Democrats in southern Illinois, they would vote for him and they would beat Daley and he 
would be the Speaker. 

Now I don't know what he promised Stratton. Maybe he didn't promise him anything or 
maybe he promised something, but I don't know. But I know that when - we had our 
caucus and we came in to elect the Speaker the next day and when we came in to elect 
the Speaker, Paul Powell was nominated for Speaker. And I was one of those that Daley 
told to nominate De La Cour and I got up and nominated Joe De La Cour. And I told Paul 
that, "Last night we held a caucus. Last night we agreed that we were going to walk down 
this aisle with De La Cour," - this is the speech I made. Did they tape them in those 
days? You find out? 

Q: I don't think so. 

A: "We agreed that  we were going to walk down the aisle this day with a man named Joe 
De La Cour. Now we come and find that Paul Powell is a candidate for Speaker, want us 
to walk down the aisle with him." I says, "When you agree to walk down the aisle - when 
you're married to somebody else politically, and you walk down the aisle with someone else, 
it's political bigamy. And you're creating bigamy in here, in this General Assembly, and 
if the Republicans walk down the aisle with you, let me tell you what they're going to do. 
They're going to regret it, do you hear?" 

And they did regret it. Because they elected him Speaker and the very next term, the very 
next term. The Republicans had a one to two majority and Paul Powell went over there 
and got one or two Republicans to go with him and he was Speaker two terms by putting 
i t  to the Republicans next year. And that's what Senator Percy got mad about. The 
Republicans had elected a majority in the house and there were certain Republicans that 



didn't go along with the majority, and went along with Paul Powell, that  he was wheeling 
and dealing with, and they made Paul Powell the very next term. 

He beat us and was Speaker that first term. He beat Joe De La Cour. But as I told him, 
he committed political bigamy and that  somebody was going to pay for it. The very next 
term - the very next term after Paul Powell committed political bigamy with the Democrats 
- the very next term he did i t  with the Republicans. He stole off a couple of their men, I 
don't want to call their names because Senator Percy gave them hell. Soon as Senator Percy 
came. (laughs) Powell stole all the glory and they deserted the Republican party. Senator 
Percy gave them hell. I know he did. I remember. I know this. And went with Paul 
Powell. And the Democrats, of course, they voted solid. And the two or three Republicans 
that came over on our side made him Speaker again and he served two terms as 
Speaker. The same thing he did to us, he did to the Republicans. 

Q: So that would have been 1957 and 1959 I guess. 

A: Yes. I guess so. That's right. When he was Speaker. He got it the next 
time. (laughs) He had them Republicans to vote for him. He did the same thing to 
them. And the records will show it. Paul Powell was the Speaker when the Democrats 
had the minority. We had the minority in Springfield. But he still got to be Speaker with 
that  wheeling and dealing. 

And I told them on the floor he would do it. I didn't know he was going to do it to them 
so soon, but I told them. That's right. I made a speech. Told them, "He's committing 
political bigamy in here this morning because the Democrats agreed to walk down this aisle 
with Joe De La Cour and here Paul Powell's coming in here - he's been over and cut a 
deal with the Republicans and he's going to come down here with - down the aisle with 
somebody else. And if the Republicans cross over you'll regret it." I told them that. 

And if they printed the speech the records will show I told them that. "You're going to 
regret i t  because the same thing's going to happen to you." And I wound up with that sacred 
admonition, "'Whatsoever a man soweth, that  shall he also reap, and," I says, "that goes 
for that party over there. Remember that." That was my speech. 

And Paul says, "Deacon, you was too hard." And I said, "Well, Daley said you wouldn't run 
nobody in your district, Paul. And we never would have had a majority if everybody had 
done like you did, only run one Democrat. And I think Daley was right in the argument, 
and I'm with him." But he, Powell, didn't do anything against me for that. 

Q: Oh, is that right? 

A: No, he didn't. He still appointed me chairman of the Public Aid Committee. He didn't 
have to name me a chairman, but he did. 

Q: Now Paul Powell . . . 

A: And Bill Clark, who is on the supreme court now, he was our leader and he's on the 
supreme court now, I think. Yes. He was our leader and Bill Clark - I don't think he 
did anything to Clark either. I think he respected Clark as a leader. But what he wanted 
to do was be Speaker. Wheeling and dealing. (chuckles) 

SESSION 4, TAPE 4, SIDE 2 (excerpt) 

Q: Well now that group in that second year, was that what was categorized as the West 
Side Bloc? 



A: Some of them was, yes, West Side Bloc. Jimmy Adduci, yes. They all voted for Powell, 
the bloc, the West Side Bloc. The so-called West Side Bloc went with Powell. They were 
four Republicans but they voted for Powell. 

Q: Why do you say "so-called" West Side Bloc? 

A: Well that's what they called them. I don't know what the West Side Bloc means except 
that  I guess they were - they were Republicans. If the - if the part of the West Side 
Bloc was Republican they voted for Powell. They referred to them as West Side - they 
were referred to ae West Side Bloc. I suppose i t  meant that  they voted together. A bloc 
vote means that they vote together. I suppose that's why they referred to them as West 
Side Bloc. But they elected Powell. And i t  was Senator Percy who went out to purge them, 
you know. And in that  purge he jumped on Pete Miller. Pete Miller never forgave him. It 
was Pete Miller and his gang that  helped to elect Kerner. 

Q: Oh? Is that right? 

A: Yes. Pete Miller went out with the campaign and called him Chuck "Purgy," called Sena- 
tor Percy, Chuck "Purgy." I remember that. (laughter) "Purgy." This is the old-time poli- 
tics we're going into now, this here. But I was down there amidst all of it, all of it. 

SESSION 3, TAPE 3, SIDE 2 (excerpt) 

So that's the history of Powell. He became Speaker by wheeling and dealing. (chuckles) 

Q: Yes sir. 

A: And he was a master in it, a master a t  that dealing, a master. Now he was secretary 
of state, you know, and - and when he died he came up with all that money, But he had 
an affair before he died there a t  the St. Nicholas Hotel. And he got a chair and sat on 
the end of the stage there and everybody - I don't know, there were one or two thousand 
people a t  i t  - everybody that passed through there gave him a donation, a check or some- 
thing. 

Q: Oh is that right? 

A: I gave him one. Wished I had mine back. I didn't know - and I think he was raising 
that  money to run for governor. 

Q: Oh? 

A: And he might have been your governor because he could wheel and deal. (chuckles) He 
might have been your governor if he'd lived, but he died with a heart attack. He was on 
the way to being governor. But they called - you know - you know the story, they called 
him "Shoe Box," when they found all that money in all those shoe boxes there in the St. 
Nicholas. That was the story of Powell. 

Q: Did you know him personally? 

A: Oh yes indeed I knew him personally. He appointed me - the first time I was chairman 
of a committee, he appointed me chairman of the Committee on Licenses and Miscellany, 
the License and Miscellany Committee. And then the next time he appointed me chairman 
of the Committee on Public Aid and Public Welfare. Appointed me chairman twice. And 
I was the first chairman to ever head - the first one of my race to ever head that Committee 
on Public Welfare. 



Q: Oh is that  right? 

A: Yes. Powell appointed me as Speaker. Oh yes, he thought a lot of me. But I - I didn't 
go along with him against Daley because I was here in Chicago. I told him I wasn't going 
along with him. "That's all right," he said, "I got you beat anyhow." 

Q: Well. (chuckles) Did you meet with him personally down there for dinner and that  sort 
of thing or . . . 

A: Oh from time to time he'd invite us out, yes. Yes, if he had things he was interested 
in, you know. We'd hold them caucuses, all parties hold those caucuses. 

Q: And these were held in the St. Nicholas Hotel I guess? 

A: Yes, caucus, Democratic caucus. The Democratic caucus was in the St. Nicholas Hotel 
to discuss legislation. Oh I didn't go with him personally, just Powell and I, to any 
dinner. I didn't go like that. But I went when he invited the leadership in the party and 
I was one of the leaders, when they had legislation that  the party was interested in. And 
they'd invite - but I didn't go just Powell and myself, no. I wasn't big enough for 
that. Didn't have enough money. He was - he was money man. He took them people 
who could drop it, who could make a contribution, big contribution, to his campaign. 
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Q: Now he replaced Warren Wood, I believe, a t  that  go round, didn't he? 

A: I think he did, yes. 

Q: What did you think of Warren Wood as a Speaker? 

A: Warren Wood was a nice fellow. A nice clean fellow. I don't know of any . . . of any- 
thing he did that was a - well of course he was a leader, a Republican leader, but I thought 
he was pretty clean, that  he followed the rules, 

Q: I t  was said that  Warren Wood was able to  get the bills to move so that it  wasn't so 
necessary to have night sessions or to go past June 30. 

A: He was a pretty good Speaker. He was - I would call him a good Speaker. I think 
Warren Wood was a good Speaker and a decent fellow. 

Q: Did you get to know him very well? 

A: Yes. I knew him pretty well. You know, so far  as the Speakers was concerned, every 
Republican Speaker they had was nice - nice to me, good to me. Warren Wood was and 
I - really - I served as chaplain of that  house more times under Republican Speakers than 
I ever did under Democrats. Who did the last Speaker? 

Q: Redmond? 

A: Redmond, a Democrat. Yes. He hired a - he went out and hired a chaplain. And 
there wasn't no way for me to serve. I didn't serve under him. I served as deacon under 
them Republican Speakers, Ralph Smith, Warren Wood, all of them. That's how I got that 
name Deacon, He, Redmond, hired a chaplain. Hired a fellow in Springfield to do the pray- 
ing all the time. Some big fellow. I forget his name. He was the chaplain under 



Redmond. So you see, the Republican Speakers were pretty nice to me down there. I was 
chaplain a lot of times. 

Q: Yes, you said that. You have the license plate . . . 
A: I've got that  on my license plates. Alan Dixon made them. Deacon - put Deacon on 
them. 
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A: I've gotta move now. (referring to income tax papers) 

Q: (laughs) It's a shame. It's getting close to April 15. 

A: You better believe i t  and I got to get this thing ready for my auditor. 

Q: Sir, last time we were talking about some of the changes that had occurred in the legis- 
lature over the years that you were there. I wonder if we could pick up on that. One thing, 
for example - the size of the legislature was increased. Do you recall in 1953 when there 
was an increase in the size of the legislature to 177 a t  that time for the house of representa- 
tives. 

A: (pause) It just slips me now. 

Q: Were you in favor of an increase in the legislature? Or do you feel that . . . 
A: I'm in favor of the thing that they just defeated. I was in favor of the cumulative voting 
and that's what - and - three to be elected. I t  gave a minority representative in each 
district. I was in favor of that  but i t  was defeated this time. Now they're going back to 
one in each district. 

Q: What difference do you think is going to occur now that  they have the single district 
coming up in the next election? 

A: Well I think there's going to be a fight among the representatives. The senate is the same 
but there'll only be one representative elected from a district. And I've been talking to some 
of them and they said, "Well, we're going to be taken care of. We'll all be put in . . ." 
They can't do it. They can't put them all in separate districts. There's 118 districts. Now 
how are they going to put them all? And you've got 177 men. Now how can you put them 
all in 118 districts? When you can only elect one man in a district - you can only elect 
118 so it's going to be impossible to cut those districts so that that will happen. You know 
that. I can't see it. 

Q: Do you think there'll be a change in the complexion of the representation? That is, the 
Democrats and the Republicans. 

A: Well yes. Because they're going to be fighting each other in some of these districts. I 
don't see how they can keep from it. 

Q: It's been said that  there's a good possibility that the northern part of the state will go 
Democratic and the southern part will go Republican. Do you think that  will occur? 

A: Well if the Democrats are going to get any votes, it'll occur. That's the way they used 
to get their votes, in the northern part. 
























































































































































































