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Volume 11

Corneal A. Davis
SESSION 8, TAPE 11, SIDE 2 (con’t)

Q: During the 1930’s, in the Depression, I wonder if you could describe some of the things
that did go on as a result of the Roosevelt actions in your district. Like, do you remember
a particular project under the Works Progress Administration?

A: Yes, them — them different numbers? CCC camps, public works, ete.
Q: Yes.

A: Yes. Oh, what was this — what did they call that? WPA.

Q: Yes sir.

A: Yes, that went on. That was a big thing. WPA, they started cleaning up the streets
and they built the Outer Drive out there, South Shore, out there on the lake, or around the
lake.

Q: Oh is that right?

A: Yes. One of the works was they put the bridge across at 22nd St. where MeCormick
Place is now. That was put in there to run through the South Side, during that time. And
they widened King Drive. It was Grand Boulevard and they widened it. South Park. They
widened it all the way up to 85th St. They put that drive in. You could drive from the
Outer Drive on into the city there at 22nd St. And then they made that South Shore Drive
out there. They did all that kind of work, streeting and . . . It's a good thing I — they
laughed at it but it — it should be going on now to provide work for people. They should
have some public works now to put these people to work and stop giving that check — money
without performing any duty. It would be better to pay them to — I think it would — than
to just say here’s a check but you don’t have to do anything for it. Yes, they worked for
what they got or they leaned on the shovel anyway, they did something.

Q: Yes sir. (chuckles) Do you recall any actions on the part of the Illinois Emergency
Relief Commission that reflected in the district?

A: Well I think that was a state thing.

Q: Yessir. Yes,
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A: Well they started helping these people. You see, Paul Douglas, who became United
States senator, was up there at the University of Chicago. And he was an advisor to Gover-
nor Horner on the — they drew those bills. Douglas drew most of those welfare bills here
in Illinois when Horner was governor. And he was the man that Horner relied on for that
kind of thing, Paul Douglas. I think he was an economist up at the University of Chicago.
Then he ran for alderman and became alderman of the old Fifth Ward and served quite
a while. The United States Senator Paul Douglas did. He was the man who did most of
that. And I handled — from my time on I handled most of those welfare bills. From my
time on I handled most of them, in fact all of them. I became the first chairman of the
Welfare Committee, first black chairman in Springfield.

Q: Oh?

A: When Paul Powell was elected Speaker?

Q: Yes.

A: He named me chairman of the Welfare Committee.
Q: Yes sir.

A: And his first — when was he first elected Speaker?
Q: About 1958 was it?

A: Somewhere — somewhere — I became — I became chairman of the Committee on Public
Welfare.

Q: Yes sir. Yes, we'll want to talk about that. One of the things that was up in Horner’s
first term was the replacement of the state property tax with a sales tax. Do you recall
anything about the development of that?

A: No, I — I know the debate was down there. But I wasn’t in this debate. I can’t give
you any . . .

Q: Didn’t reflect in . . .
A: Didn’t reflect in me, yes. But that — that was one of the debates, yes.

Q: A little bit later, in Horner’s second term, the aid to dependent children business came
up. Did that reflect in any way in the district? Do you — were you asked to support that
in any way?

A: Well we supported all of those bills, those . . . relief bills. For instance, that — the
first project was the Ida B. Wells. It’s there now, one of the old housing projects. We sup-
ported that. Of course the state — as I get it, the state had — when we built those —
most of those projects out there, the state went in on condemnation. Did — because they
condemned under that right of eminent domain that land and stuff out there. So when the
Ida B. Wells project was built, they had — it came through the state. Well the money came
from the federal government, but the . . .

Q: Administration?
A: Administration came under the state of Illinois.

Q: 1 see,




119

A: Yes.

SESSION 8, TAPE 12, SIDE 1

A: What was it, the housing — as I recall — that they built, when they built the Ida B.
Wells. I know the state had all to do with it, because they had a housing board as 1
recall. The state did. I just don’t recall how it was done now, but in those days it was
fresh in everybody’s mind because they had to go to Springfield to get it approved, and to
get it built and to get that land that was in there condemned. I think the state did the
condemning and buying it up and then they took it — some way the state took the land
under condemnation powers or condemned the land, one, I don’t recall now, but the state
had everything to do with it.

Q: Do you recall anything about the establishment of the unemployment insurance that
occurred in 19377

A: That deal was before my time, but all of that came in under the state and we were all
for it but as I said, we didn’t control the house or the senate; it was all Republican control
more or less.

Q: When was it decided that you would run for the House of Representatives?

A: When Dawson came in as committeeman, we decided. That’s when it was decided. When
he came in as committeeman, we decided to build a Democratic party. That's what we
wanted to do and when we decided to build that Democratic party, it was then we decided
to contest those offices.

Q: Why were you selected to run for the house?

A: Well, as I told you, Wimbish and I had helped to build the Democratic
party. (laughs) Dawson had no alternative, it was our party. He came in the Democratic
party after we did. He was still Republican alderman, and he came into us. Well, we had
a place for him of course, but he came to us. And we knew that he wanted to go to Congress
because he had already run for Congress on the Republican ticket and we said, “Come on,
we're going to make you the congressman, but you've got to declare a Democrat.” See, he
had been elected alderman as a Republican and he was afraid because blacks hadn’t fully
adopted the Democratic party. Wimbish and I started — adopted — the party and he was
an alderman elected by Republicans. But when he came into the party, he just marched
in, all he had to do was come on in. His friends had the organization — we had the orga-
nization of independent Democrats and Dawson brought his Republican organization and we
became powerful.

SESSION 8, TAPE 11, SIDE 2 (excerpt)

Q: Dawson then went to old man Nash . . . and showed him the place where, if he would
stop the wheeling and dealing . . . . Up to that time there was wheeling and dealing between
the Democrats and the Republicans. For instance, in — in certain districts it was all
Republican. It would be no contest. In other words, the only contest would be a contest
for the nomination. If you could get nominated as a Republican, you were in. There was
no opposition. Or if you was nominated as a Democrat — I'll explain to you. See, there
was three to be elected to the house from each one of these districts. And the deal was
that if the district — and this was all over the state — there is no question about it —
up to the time that Daley insisted that we run two and two.




120

That’s what Paul Powell and Daley fell out about, running two and two. Paul Powell never
ran another man with him. Never ran another Democrat with him down in that
district. You look. You search the record. Because they had — he had a deal.

Dawson told old man Nash, “Now if we put up two — see we'’re strong now. These boys
have built a — a Democrat party. Now what’s the need of you giving the Republicans these
jobs in the legislature and taking one?” See they would — the Democrats would just take
one representative in this district down there, the First District. It had only one. And the
Republicans had two. “What's the use of taking one when we could have elected two. Now
if you do this you’ll have a Speaker. You’'ll have some power.” Dawson sold old man Nash
that, Dawson and Louie Anderson. Old man Nash owed Louie Anderson, the fellow that
I worked for. He owed him because of the deal that Louie made with the Republicans to
put Frank Coor in for mayor and hold that job open for Ed Kelly. He made that deal with
Pat Nash. Pat Nash didn’t want Clark to be mayor of this town, because Clark was going
to head the Democratic party. Nash wanted to be the boss of the party, Clark wanted to
be the boss of the party. And the only way he could keep Clark from being boss of the
party was beat him for mayor when Cermak was assassinated. And he used Louie Ander-
son, the man I worked for, to beat him.

SESSION 38, TAPE 8, SIDE 2 (excerpt)

A: Pat Nash became the boss of the Democratic Party. And it was Dawson that sold Nash
the bill of goods that he ought to run two Democrats in these districts so that they could
have a majority and control the house. And got Nash to agree to go along with it and that’s
how I ran. I ran in a district that had two Republicans and only one Democrat. And I
ran with the other Democrat. He didn’t like it because he didn’t have any contest till I
ran. And it made a contest, but I told him, I said, “There ain’t no chance for you to be
defeated, not in this district, because it’s going to be solid Democrats.”

SESSION 8, TAPE 11, SIDE 2 (excerpt)

A: And he was scared to death when they put me on and Dawson had to call him. Told
him, “Say, look, now you get every vote you've got in the First Ward. We're not putting
Davis up there to get votes from you. You just go on and get them votes. We're not going
to take one vote down there in that First Ward.” We didn't. We took the 32 precinets in
the Second Ward and elected me. That was the old First District.

SESSION 3, TAPE 3, SIDE 2 (excerpt)
A: And after he saw it was solid then he wasn’t afraid. But he was afraid that because
I ran that it might beat him. Might be only one elected and I might be the man.

Q: Who was that?

A: His name was Dan Flanigan. He was in the old — old First District, right where we
are now.

Q: Oh is that right?

A: This is the old First District. Took in all the First Ward and about 32 precincts in the
Second Ward. Didn’t take into all of my ward. Took in 32 precincts. But I lived in that
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end, the north end of the Second Ward which was in the First District, number one, the
old First Distriet. It’s the 22nd District now. They've changed it, where I live. But in
those days it was the old First District.

SESSION 9, TAPE 13, SIDE 1

Q: Daniel Flanigan went down to Springfield with you .

A: He was down there before I was. But he also went down with me on my first
term. Daniel Flanigan was a First Ward man. Dan Flanigan was Dink’s man. Hinky
Dink and Kenna. They came from the First Ward Regular Democratic Organization. He
had been elected a number of times down there. In fact he was the only Democrat from
the First District.

See when I went down there I ran in the whole First District, which took in all of the First
Ward, and that included all of the Loop. All of the Loop downtown here. I represented
that First Ward — all of the First Ward for, oh, quite some time. Until they made it
mandatory that the legislature redistrict. See, the constitution called for redistricting like
it does now every ten years, but it wasn’t mandatory, and so they just didn’t redistrict. And
I was in the First Ward and the population was very small. It’s based on population and
it is mandatory. We just didn’t have the population down there. It got to the place where
there wasn’t any more than 25 or 30,000 people in that district, in that old First
District. And not only moved the district, but they moved it farther south so we could get
some people. See we didn’t have many people in our district when we first started. I had
in my district, in my ward — I'm in the Second Ward — I had all of the First Ward, but
I only had 32 precincts in the Second Ward and my district in the Second Ward only went
as far south as 33rd Street, 33rd Street south. Of course we took in Chinatown. The old
First District took in all of the First Ward and all of Chinatown, came over east on 33rd
Street. That was the First District. I represented the First District for many years.

Now in the First District it was one of them things where they had to deal. In other words
there were two Republicans elected and only one Democrat, and that Democrat was Dan
Flanigan. And this is why when I first ran down there, it created such a stir. Because
they didn’t have fighting down there. No fighting, no. They — they dealt — they gave the
Republicans — it was two Republicans and one Democrat from the First District. But when
I won down there it changed it. It was two Democrats and one Republican. They changed
the district around.

Well, Daley insisted. Mayor Daley insisted that we run two Democrats in each
district. Now some of them didn’t do it. One in particular was Paul Powell. That’s what
he and Daley had the fight about. Powell wouldn’t run anybody — any other
Democrat. You see, what would happen — that was in the days when they had the old
senatorial committees, and the senatorial committees would meet and determine how many
candidates would run in each district. Each district had a senatorial committee.

Q: Within the party?

A: Within the party.

Q: So each party hada . ..

A: Each party had a senatorial committee. And the purpose of the senatorial committee
was to determine how many they would run in a senatorial district. That was their only

function. And they would always say one Democrat in the First District. Now to get them
to say two Democrats would mean a fight. And that’s what Dawson got them to say. Pat
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Nash agreed to it and of course getting the First Ward to agree to it was something, but
I knew some people who got to Pat Nash and Pat Nash said, “We’ll have to put up two.”
Dawson got to him. He would ask him, “How in the name of God would the Democrats
ever control the legislature when in districts where you can win, you don’t win? In districts
where you can have the majority, I mean, you don’t have it. First District, we can elect
two Democrats, It’s that easy.”

- @ What did the Republican committee say about that?
A: They always ran two in the First Distriet.
Q: And did they run two?

A: Oh, yes. They put up two. But one of them lost. Well, Art Broche lost. His name
was Art Broche. Arthur Broche. He lost.

SESSION 8, TAPE 11, SIDE 2 (excerpt)

A: And when I got elected with those 32 precincts in the Second Ward and he, Dan Flanigan,
got elected by the First Ward, that gave us two, for the first time in their history that this
First District went Democratic. That gave us two. Well not only did it give us two, but
we put Larry Dowd in, another Democrat for state senator. You look at the record. Larry
Dowd, Lawrence Dowd. And Serritella got elected state senator after Dowd. We put —
we put a fellow named Larry — Lawrence Dowd in for state senator in the First
District. He was a lawyer. (chuckles) And he made his living down there at the 11th
Street court. He stayed there. He was there — you’d go down there and — you know them
weekend raids they’d have? Larry Dowd would represent all the people caught in the week-
end raids from the First Ward.

Q: What were the weekend raids?

A: Well, doing everything — drinking, gambling or anything else. The police over the week-
- end would arrest a whole lot of people. Always something going on — cutting, shooting,
anything. Gambling, stealing. And Dowd stayed at 11th Street all the time. He was the
lawyer down there, 11th Street lawyer. They elected him state
senator. (chuckles) Lawrence Dowd. Now that’s who the state senator was when I went
in,

SESSION 9, TAPE 13, SIDE 1 (excerpt)

Q: You mentioned Hinky Dink. Did you know him very well?

A: T knew him, not very well though. The man I worked for knew him very well. [ worked
for the alderman in my first political job. He was a Republican and his name was — he
wag the alderman — his name was Louis B. Anderson. He was the floor leader for William
Hale Thompson, the mayor of the city of Chicago. Also he was chairman of the Finance
Committee under Thompson too. And he knew him very well. And he knew him very
well. When I ran, he told him to — recommended me — told him that I was all right,
worked for him. And he always called me Mr. Louie’s boy. Louis Anderson’s boy.

Then — you see the wards — they still sit that way in the council. First Ward and next
to the First Ward is the Second Ward. So the man I worked for sat right next to The
Bath. Bathhouse John was the alderman of the First Ward. Hink was the committeeman,
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Bathhouse John was the alderman and the man I worked for, Louis Anderson, alderman
of the Second Ward, sat right next to The Bath. Called him Bathhouse John. And he sat
right next to him. So you see he knew him. He knew him very well. I didn’t. I was just
a youngster.

Q: How'd they come to get those names? Hinky Dink, for example?

~ A: I don’t know. They had them when I got here. See I didn’t get here until 1919. I got

this job with Alderman Anderson. They had those names for many years. You'd have to
2o to someone before my time to find out how they got those names. But the committeeman,
Hink, his name was Mike Kenna. That was his correct name, Michael Kenna.

The Hink had a cigar store on Clark Street near Jackson Boulevard. Had it there for
years. Big cigar store, where all of them used to hang out in th store down there. The
First District they called it. A cigar store. They sold a lot of things in there. Notions,
tobacco. But the First Ward politicians hung out there.

Q: So it was kind of a political headquarters also.

A: It was, yes. Down there near Jackson Street. Near Jackson Boulevard. In other words
they didn’t know me that well. They knew me as Mr. Louie’s boy. Louie Anderson was
the alderman of the Second Ward and sat next to him in the council, sat next to The Bath
in the council, who was the alderman of the First Ward. And they still rotate like
that. They go in consecutive order, those seats down there in the council if you go down
there now. First, Second, Third — that's the way the wards go. So my man, representing
the Second Ward, would be next to the First. Now that’s how we knew him. And so they
got along very good, very nice. Being almost seatmates.

SESSION 8, TAPE 12, SIDE 1 (excerpt)

Q: How did you go about campaigning for your first primary?
A: Campaigned in my precinets, my 32 black precincts.
Q: What did you do?

A: Set them up. But — you see — they had cumulative voting. Just told them to vote
for me, that’s all. Said I was going to Springfield as a Democrat.

Q: Did you use any particular gimmicks in your campaign?
A: Then?
Q: Yes, in that first campaign.

A: T used all them WPA workers and all that the Democrats had set up, those checks that
were coming out every month. I used all that about the hand that was feeding you. I used
all that in my campaign. I used all the things that Roosevelt was doing for me and my
people. That'’s exactly — and that I was a Roosevelt man. And that’s what I used. Yes,
and that the churches were mortgaged and everybody was in debt and the doggone sheriff
was standing at the door and, “I'm going to be with that man Roosevelt. I'm not going
to bite the hand that’s feeding me, and I want you to go along.”

And I was elected that time and never looked back. I never was even in danger of being
defeated. I was elected 18 times and could have been elected 19 times. I retired. I
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wouldn’t run, All the forces that tried to get me to run again, I wouldn’t do it. I said,
“I've had enough. Give some young people a chance.”

Q: After you knew you were being elected that first time, how did you go about figuring
out how to be a representative?

A: Well, number one, Dean Lee was down there, Noble Lee, and I went over and talked with
him because he was -— his father before him had established the John Marshall Law School
and lawyers like Westbrooks, and oh, a lot of them came out of that John Marshall Law
School and he had a night law school and I talked to him about it, and he told me I could
come up and register. He was a lot of help to me, Noble Lee.

And I went up and registered at John Marshall at night and that was the best thing I ever
did, because I got that legal background from John Marshall Law School. Up until that
time the only school I'd been to was Moody Bible Institute over there on La Salle Street
I got that legal background from Noble Lee, which I was grateful, at John Marshall. And
that’s how I really learned what it was all about, I mean legally. 1 got that legal training
from Noble Lee. He helped me a lot, although Lee was a Republican.

Q: I was wondering, he was supporting a Democrat though in this case.

A: No, no, no. 1 was going to school. I don’t think he supported me for election. But I
went to school and they taught me over there. It wasn’t a matter of — I didn’t need any
support. I really didn’t need any support because the people in my district were 100 percent
behind me, 100 percent, Democratic, 100 percent.

You see, I got into all those fights down there. And that made me. 1 wouldn’t acecept —
I never accepted the status quo in Springfield, although I stayed out with the Stewarts, in
Springfield, Illinois. I stayed out at their house. I stayed out there because no blacks could
stay in hotels. I told them that as long as I was down there they were violating the law
and I'm going to fight it, and did fight it.

Q: This is in regard to quarters, where you were staying?

A: With regard to a place to live and to eat and to drink in Springfield, Illinois. You
couldn’t get a sandwich downtown in Springfield when I wag first elected. I was the most
surprised in the world. I didn’t know that city. It was worse than Misgissippi. Now that’s
right. Of course they try to deny it now but they're lying. That’s what Springfield was
all about. No blacks stayed downtown anywhere in Springfield. Your top black people
would go down there, people who had passed the bar, lawyers and the finest black citizens,
would go down there and they couldn’t get anything to eat downtown. They had to go way
out there where the black people live on East Jefferson, East Monroe, East Washington, and
all them, way out east there. And I fought it every step of the way and my people liked
that.

In 1943 I went to Cairo and I fought all over the state. When the Masonic Lodge met in
Peoria, Illinois, and we were standing out there at the railroad station, trying to take —
the taxicabs wouldn't even haul us. They told us, said, “Well, we’ll take you fellows if you
wait until we haul all these white people. You all stand up here and wait.” In every Illinois
town I had to fight. Masonic Lodge met in several of those towns. The Masonic Grand
Lodge met in Mt. Vernon, the town that Louis Emmerson was from, and the church they
had for us to meet in didn’t hold 300 people. We had nowhere to meet. And I marched
them all into the armory there and they said, “Black people can’t go into the armory.” And
I said, “What the hell, they died for it. Why can’t they go in there and live for it?” 1
marched them from the church up to the armory.

Q: Who tried to stop you?
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