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Preface 

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted 
by N a n c y  Cogbum for the oral History Office an Mar& 7, 1979. Linda 
S, Jett transcribed the tapes atld Mrs. Cagburn edited the transcript. 

Arthur Cnmrrin taUcs of his early l i f e  on a E m  and of the changes 
that the introduction of electricity brought to the rural existence. 
H e  has also involved himelf a great deal w i t h  research into the 
history of Cass County, Illhis. To this end M r .  Crumin has 
mmpiled an extensive record of the cauntyts cemeteries. He also has 
a thorough 3awrwledge of the architectural styles of hmes throughout 

cowrty. 

Rsaders of the oral history rmmir should bear fn mind that it is a 
tmmmipt of the spokan mrd, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor sought to preserve the informal, ccolv~zr~ational style that is 
inherent in such historical sources. Saragamon State University is not 
respnsible for the factual accuraq of the mir, nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
rqxdwd Fn whole or in part by any means, electronic or mdmnica l ,  
without permission in writing frcan the O r a l  History Office, Sangamon 
S t a t e  TJlIivey.~ity, Sp~:hgfidd, I l lh is  62794-9243. 



tell little bit abazt: y a r  family 

A: I had bm sisters, frxlsie and Harriet Wly, who died in infamy. 
D i e d  at birth. 



A: Hiea narns was W i l l h  Cswnrb. 

Q: JWt Gmdm, huh? 

A: Yes. (laugh*) Yes! 

Q: A n d d i d y c x l r f a ~ h a v e a r y ~ o r s i s t e r s ?  

(2: Whatwm3 mirmrmB3 

A: m 1 ,  there WaB Ray, and Fred, a HGzsdEl, and RBM. 

Q: What did x y  do? 

A: Fredl was a farmer. He farmsd on his father's place. 

Q: Was Fred alder than your father? 

A: No. father was the oldest in .ths f d y .  

A: Riepx> went to lfmbna, eoltared several sections of l a  up them, 
farraed ard  raised cattle. pis no- part of Mantam. He 
lstayedmereurrtilheretired. 

Q: , So Wt he was .Uls only rme of lhe beys to have an education? 



Q: h t  did Carl do for a livirrg? 

A: He farmusd part of my grandfatherls plaoe, right & to the'- 
place. 

A: He manufactured cigars in Chandlemille and then he ms in World 
War I. Aftermt, he startad a livary stable and sold fead and 
forth. Then it mlv& into a 1- yard and he had builw 
raaws.  

Q: Do yau knm bhy he made the change frwm a livery stable to a 
1- yard? 

A: No, he mver did &me any No, he didn't. The blacksmith 
s h c I p ~ a 8 ~ l A l a t ~ ~ l y ~ .  

A: No, he had his c k ~ n  Isusiness, his uwn brand of cigars. 

Q: Aria it was lacatedwbxe? 



Q: rscrWabart aftsr shew married? 

A: she didn't work -, Eihs . . . 

Q: Did Marie also work prim to her marriage? 

A: Did all the girls work them? 

Q: DBxptAurrtCatherine,  Iguess. 

Q: Did she work at smwthhg elm befcxe ahe wars nrarried? 

Q: Did they clane baclr to visit very often? 

A: Not wery year, but snrery few years they would back anl 
visit, yes. 

Q: Did all of than hewe large families? 

A: No, nut r e d l y .  Aurrt Lena, I guess, had the largest family. They 
had five ar six dl-. 

Q: What abwt yaur father's b-? Did they have larye families? 



A: No, they didn't. I gusss m e  Fked had three children. An3 
Uncle Fby . . . NO, they didn't have large families. 

A: No. I do rot.  

A: He lived in Vpper -, Chio bafm he came to Illhob. He 
c~mae Illhis and wttled in Clark Cerurrty. 

Q: D i d  he live befam he lived In W o ?  



A: Hevlrznsasectiaahtud. I ~ w b n t h e y b u i l t t h e x P a d h e h e l p e d  
lay the ties etnd rails . . . 

A: Yes. M y ~ e ~ r n o l d h a d & i c k ~ t h a d h i s m a a i t t h a t ~  
h a d ~ ~ ~ ~ t c h s a h l ~ h e m d e i t .   itg got lo st. I o r n w i a h  
I had it, it dhppemd. 

A: On my father's side y c ~ z  man? 



A: No, I don't h a v  ahs did W l y .  

in w i t h  

A: No, I MJEE have r&ert her. 

Q: It earn like all your f d y  farmed. 

A: Yes. onboth sides. 

Q: Y a c  dad waer a farmar atxi yau ~ I X I  raiEled cm the fann. what v~ere 
y w r  job  while yau lived on farm as a S d ?  

Q: What's diffmmce betwem a sullq'plaw and a p l d  

A: A auLky plaw has me plw, aml a gang plow has lxm plms m more, 
usually tm* 



Q: W&I else that ycrur mDther did besides WCB care of 
W garden and heruse? 

A: Sbstoakcareof thec lh ic ikmsandga~eggs ,  andtookcamof 
the kwurje* 

Did the then? 

A: Yes. wgrarrdfatherhada ciderrxnill. 'Xheyhadapretkygoad -. They r a b d  their awn apples, pears, and peaches. 

Q: What abu t  othsr f rui t?  Did ycru go art in the W and pick? 

A: No, m. Well maykewabmb or hazel nuts we gathered. 
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the smkhmse. It wmld make a lo t  of smake for senreral days, until 
it was cured. 

Q: Did yrru sell the In i lk? 

Q: What did &e do wim nmey? Did ahe bep it ernd lmdget it or 
did she give it to your dad? 

A: No, 1 don't. Sorry. 

what 



Q: What kind of bed did yau slw in? 

NO. 

A: Well. (lalqhter) WesankdckJninthepn. Theywmataohatinm 
sxtm~aart ime. (law-) I guess that- the mason. 

electricity? 

A: No, I dmlt. I W s t  tams had their awn nunidpal light p l a . .  I 
suppae that was earlier in the tams. mt vmild haw beell l h  
CYumUm;ille and VSwgSnia. Probably wcdd have been in the 19201s, 
early 1920*sr, I &It -1 exactly. 

A: I don't mwmbr  aeeirq my first electric light. Muare or it 
was, I dm't rwmber that. 



A: Yes. Wehad ordinaryksrPsene lermps. ?hsn la*, -had the 
A l a d d i n l ~ c h b u m t ~ a n S L t k r a n ~ t h i n k ~ h e a d a g a s o l h e  
l m p t h a t w a s l n m p w d u p .  Itusedairpmsare. ItwasrsulJposedtobe 
a n ,  g i v e ~ l i g h t W a n l 3 m o r d i n a r y ~ l ~ .  

A: The Ala&%in lamp had a mantle that was mm effic*. It 
a plain clear flam, it bumt inside a m e .  It gave a white light. 
Bemer light. 

Q: Wlxeas W f h t  lemp before that? 

Q: It didn't have a mantle at all? 

Q: The gasoline lamp, huw was it dfffererrt:? 

A: It, i f  I d l ,  had two  mantle^, and t h e ~ 3  was a p u p  that camrre 
w i t h  St tht yau pmpd air in the bottcln of it. It Operated urder 
pressme, d it was a little mre efficient than the Aladdin. Batter 

Q: When you got electricity hrsw did that yaur life? 

Q: Do ycxl mamnbr of the old radio -3 

A: Y e s  I -t was it, - lmmglxee? 

A: Fred Allen, yes, I w. Oh, G i l d e r s l m ,  I 
h i m , ] X t f : I . .  . . 
Q: What did yau U of the first radio that yau had? 

A: Yau mean the fixst electric radio ar the first radio? 



A: Yes. It was a  three tube Mmlqawq W a x d  A i r l h ,  am3 of cmrse 
itmquhdancrutsidearrtsnna. W e m a d - t t a e h o ~ e  
- a t m e ,  & i t h a d t o h a v e a w .  Ithadtohaveabattery, 
similar to what's in an a-ile today, besides a B battery arrd C 
batteries. Ard it had eaphmes, there wns no s p a h r  in it. YCRZ had 
tousetheearghms. 

Q: Naw yau had a sister, right? 

Q: A t  that tirae, what Qp of programs dSd they herve aa W radio? 

Q: Did you hear the first bmadast of War of tJns Worlds?" The big 
hoax that Orsrrn Wellls perpetrated? 

Q: You weren't affected by it m? 



A: I dm't getting excited abmt it, no. (laughter) 

Q: Did yeru erver order arry food hrrrm the catalogue? 

Q: Do you 3mm what type of groceries? 

A: Yes. It- a mmtryschml, andwewalked. It was about two 
milesoneway, w h i c h w e ~ a r e r y n i g h t a r d ~ .  I t w a s a m  
mancauPrtry-1, oaEeteacher,  arrelthqtauqhtthsfh3tnight 
p d e s i n t h e ~ l .  














































































































































































































