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Preface

This mamuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted
by Nancy Cogburn for the Oral History Office on March 7, 1979. Linda
S. Jett transcribed the tapes and Mrs. Cogburn edited the transcript.

Arthur Crumrin talks of his early life on a farm and of the changes
that the introduction of electricity brought to the rural existence.
He has also involved himself a great deal with research into the
history of Cass County, Illinois., To this end Mr. Crumrin has
campiled an extensive record of the county's cemeteries. He also has
a thorough knowledge of the architectural styles of homes throughout
the county.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the mterv:.ewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be

in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.




Arthur Crumrin, March 7, 1979, Virginia, Illinois.
Nancy Coghurn, Interviewer.

Q: Mr. Crumrin, can you tell me a little bit about your family
background?

A: Well, I was born in West Union, Illinois, in Clark County,
November 26, 1908. My father's name was Harry Otto Crumrin. He was

born and raised in Clark County, near West Union. My mother's name
was Emma Elnora Zorn. She was born ardd raised near Chandlerville in

Cass County, Illinois.

Q: Do you have any idea why your father left Clark County and came to
Cass County?

A: He left the farm of his father because there were yourgjer brothers
to take over, help with the work, and he worked for other pecple. He
worked in North Clark County, south of Decatur, husking corn, amd
finally found a job at the state insane asylum in Jacksorwville.

Q: What did he do at the state hospital?

A: He worked on the wards tending the patients.

Q: What do you know about your mother?

A: After she grew up she also worked ocut, usually helping in the
house, housework for other people. Then she fourd a job at the state
insane asylum and she worked in the kitchen as a cock.

Q: When were your parents married?

A: They were married in January 1908,

Q: After your parents were married, did they live in Jacksonville?
A: No. They moved back to West Union where my father worked in a
lurber yard for about a year and a half. Then my Grandmother Zorn
paseed away and my Grandfather Zorn wanted them to come to the
farmhouse east of Chandlerville, and live there and farm.

Q: BHow many brothers and sisters did you have?

A: I had two sisters, Lousie and Harriet Emily, who died in infancy.
Died at birth.

Q: What was your grandfather's name on your father's side?
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A:

Al

His name was William Crumrin.

And his wife, your grandmother?

Her name was Kline. I don't know her first name offhand.
Just Grandma, huh?

Yes. (lawghter) Yes!

Ard did your father have any brothers or sisters?

Yes. He had some brothers, no sisters.

What were their names?

Well, there was Roy, and Fred, and Herschel, and Reno.
what did Roy do?

Roy worked for the Western Union Campany as a lineman. He was in

World War I as a commmications man.

Al

And Fred?

Fred was a farmer. He farmed on his father's place.

Was Fred older than your father?

No. My father was the oldest in the family.

What did Reno do?

Reno went to Montana, emntered several sections of land up there,

farmed and raised cattle. The northeastern part of Montana. He
stayed there until he retired.

Do you know how he got the money to purchase those sections?
He borrowed it I think. I know he borrowed some from my dad.
What about Herschel?

Herschel was a teacher, a school teacher.

- So that he was the only one of the boys to have an education?

Right,
why was that?
When he was borm my grandmother died and was adcpted, raised by

herfolks,thel(lmes He went by the name of Herschel Kline. And I
think they [were] the one who put him through school. He had a
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crippled hand. My grandmother died when he was born, and that's the
reason he had a crippled hand.

Q: What was the name of your mother's father and mother?

A: My mother's father's name was Ferdinand Zorn, arﬂmygramhwthe.r
was Theresa Veach.

Q: And how many children did they have beside your mother?

A: There was Uncle Carl, and Uncle Amil, and then there was
Elizabeth, and Marie, and Iena, and Catherine.

Q: Amd what did Carl do for a living?

A: He farmed part of my grandfather's place, right next to the home
place.

Q: And amil?

A: He manufactured cigars in Chandlerville and then he was in World
War I. After that, he started a livery stable and sold feed and so
forth. Then it evolved into a lumber yard and he had building
materials,

Q: Do you know why he made the change from a livery stable to a
lunber yard?

A: Yes, because automobiles began to be more mmerous and horses were
phased out.

Q: Did he shoe the horses?

A: No, he never did shoe any horses. No, he didn't. The blacksmith
shop was where that was usually done.

Q: You say he made cigars. Did he have his own business or did he
work for a cigar factory?

A: No, he had his own business, his own brand of cigars.
Q: And it was located where?

A: In Chandlerville.

Q: Where did he get the Tcbacco?

A: I assume he bought it from growers in Kentucky or Carolinas or
scmeplace. Really I don't know for sure.

Q: He went to World War I, and when he came back he started the
livery stable. Do you know why he didn't contimie the cigars?

A: Part of the American revolutionary way of doing things, I guess.
The big manufacturers were selling cigars so much cheaper. The little
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fellows that made them themselves around different times, they would
p.rl:t’tmoutofbusiness]:guess. The only thing I know.

Q: What did Elizabeth do?

A: Elizabeth married Charles Laney, who was a barber in Jacksonville.
Q: Did she work at all prior to her marriage or after?

A: She also worked at the state insane asylum before she was married.
Q: How about after she was married?

A: She didn't work then, she . . .

Q: And Marie?

A: Marie married Archie Barmhart, who ran a grocery store in
Jacksorville,

Q: Did Marie alsoc work prior to her marriage?

A: Did all the girls work there?

Q: Except Aunt Catherine, I guess.

A: Aunt Catherine was the only one that didn't.

Q: Did she work at samething else before she was married?
A: Not that I know of.

Q: Who did Catherine marry?

A: She married James Bandi, who was an engineer on the Burlington
Railroad in Beardstown. '

Q: And who did Lena marry? ,
A: she married August Schrimpt, who was a farmer, and they lived in
Minnesota

Q: Did they come back to visit very often?

A: Not every year, but every few years they would come back and
visit, yes.

Q: Did all of them have large families?

A: No, not really. Aunt Iena, I guess, had the largest family. They
had five or six children.

Q: What about your father's brothers? Did they have large families?
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A: No, they didn't. I guess Uncle Fred had three children. And
Uncle Roy . . . No, they didn't have large families.

Q: Do you have any children?

A: No. I do not.

Q: How about your sister, Louise?
A: One. A boy.

Q: Do you know anything about your great grarddparents on your
father's side?

A: I never knew my great grandparents, no. His name was Peter
Crumrin, Jr., but I don't remember them.

Q: Do you know where he came from?

A: He lived in Upper Sandusky, Chio before he came to Illinois. He
came to Illinois and settled in Clark County.

Q: Did he live anywhere before he lived in Chio?

A: I don't know. I den't know whether he was born there or whether
he came from Pemnsylvania with his parents.

Q: Do you know where his father came from? DPeter's?
A: Peter senior I guess came from Pennsylvania.

Q: Do you know anything about your great-grandparents on your
mother's side?

A: I don't know too much about them. My grandfather was born and
raised in Saxe Altenberg in Germany. I heard him speak of that. That
was back when Germany was a collection of states, I guess, like

and Prussia, Bavaria, and those. But Saxe Altenbery is where he said
he came fram. I don't know where that was in Germarny.

Q: Why did he leave?

A: Because he didn't want to serve in the German Army. All male
menbers had to serve in the Prussian Army. He didn't want to be a
soldier. Although he had, I believe, four brothers who were officers |

in the army in Germany.
Q: Did he live on a farm while he was there?

A: Yes, he lived on a farm, yves. No, not really on the farm. They
lived in little commnities, little settlements you might say.
Instead of living on the farm, they lived several families together.
wauld go out on the farms—-they were small farms, in Germany—to
do their farming. The livestock, I heard him mention, they had them
right around the house. Especially the hogs. ILand was so scarce and
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they needed it all to grow crops, I guess. That didn't give the
livestock much room. They had them right around the house usually.

Q: Did he have his livestock arcund the house when he came to
America?

A: No, he didn't. The barn and feed lots were away from the house
here ‘

Q: Wwhen he came first to America, did he farm right away?

A: No. He came to Chandlerville and he worked on a railroad that was
being built through Chandlerville at the time. Then after that he
worked for a brickyard. Then he worked for other farmers for a while
as a hired hand, and then he accumilated encugh money to buy a small
farm and start farming himself.

Q: Can you tell me what job he did vhile he was with the railroad?

A: He was a section hand. I guess when they built the road he helped
lay the ties and rails . . .

Q: What about when he worked at the hrickyard?

A: Well, he had to help dig the clay and put that into the forms and
bake it in the kilns.

Q: Were there any bricks that he helped make that are still in
existence?

A: Yes, My Uncle Arnold had brick that had his name on it that he
had scratched in when he made it. Somehow it got lost. I often wish

I had it, but it disappeared.

Q: ganywtellm;anytlﬁngabartywrfamilybeymﬂyour
great-grandparents

A: On my father's side you mean?

Q: On your father's side or your mother's side. How about your
father's side?

A: My father's side, yes. One of my distant relatives in California,
Mrs. Delores Rutherford, has gone back. She went back to 1592 to
record the family. On my mother's side, no, I don't know any farther

Q: I notice you have three folders here on the table., Were those
done by Mrs. Rutherford?

A: Yes, they were. She went over to Germany and got the records as
far back as they went in the church, in the town where they lived.
She iled that in this little booklet here, "Crumrin Genealogical
Record Wirtenbery, Germany." 2And then she also had one entitled,
"Crumrin Genealogical Record in America.¥ And the other one here is
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kind of a family history written by a menber of the family, Boyd

Q: Wwhat relation is Boyd to you?

A: That I don't know. Very distant, I know that.

Q: Do you know why she got interested in tracing the family tree?
A: No, I don't know why she did really.

Q: When did she first get in contact with you?

A: Sanchow or ancther I was collecting relics of scme kind. I wrote
to samebody in either Arizona or New Mexico about something that I was
interested in, and this person knew of this Mrs. Rutherford in
California. Sheommtedﬂmnmsarﬂshegavemherm...I
wrote to her. And that's how we got to correspording.

Q: Have you ever met her?

A: No, I never have met her.

Q: It seems like all your family farmed.

A: Yes. On both sides.

Q: Your dad was a farmer and you were raised on the farm. Wwhat were
your jobs while you lived on the farm as a child?

A: Well, of course, we farmed with horses and we plowed with a sulky
or a gargy plow and three or four horses. I remember that we would
have to pulverize it, harrow it, and plant it all with horses.

Q: Wwhat's the difference between a sulky plow and a gang plow?

A: A sulky plow has one plow, arxiagan;plowhastvmplowsormre,
usually two.

Q: You had both those plows?

A: Besides a walking plow?
Q: Did each one serve a special purpose? |

A: No, not really. They did all the same job. The sulky plow or
gang plow, you could ride on them, and the walking plow you had to

walk behind it. (laughter) We used the walking plow just mainly to
plawhead land maybe, or difficult placetogetwiththe riding plows,
or to plow the garden.

Q: Who took care of the garden?

A: Usually my mother did the gardening. We would help when we had
time from the field and on rainy days maybe, but she did most of it.
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Q: Do you remember what she planted?
A: Just your basic tcmatoes, beans, sweet corn.

Q: Was there anything else that your mother did besides take care of
the garden and house?

A: She tock care of the chickens ard gathered eggs, and took care of
the house.

Q: So most of your food was raised?

A: On the farm.

Q: How many times a year did you butcher?

A: Once a year. Well, usually four or five neighbors would come in
and help us, ard then of course, my dad would help them when they

butchered.

Q: How about at harvest time? Did the neighbors help then?

A: Yes. They usually had what they call a thrashers ring. They

would have a thrasherman who owned a thrashing machine with a steam
engine and when he came to the thrashing cut of the shocks of wheat,
why they wauld gather and help each other the same way.

Q: After the thrashing was over or after the butchering was over did
they have a get~together?

A: No, they didn't. Usually after the butchering was over they would
fry up scame fresh sausage and then they would have some cider or
saomething like that. Most of them usually went home because they were
Q: Did you make your own cider?

A: Yes. My grandfather had a cider mill. They had a pretty good
orchard. They raised their own apples, pears, and peaches.

Q: What about other fruit? Did you go out in the woods and pick?
A: No, no. Well maybe walmuts or hazel nuts we gathered.

Q: How did you store the sausage?

A: The sausage was usually fried down. Fried and put in large jars
gl;zle?weredwithlardmlargastmmmjars. Made a ten gallon
Q: And I bet you smoked the ham?

A: Yes. Yes,theymrecmedmtmmoehmse. We cut scome apple
or hickory wood, cut it green, and then put it in the small stove in
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the smokehouse. It would make a lot of smoke for several days, until
it was cured.

Q: Did you ever butcher beef?

A: Not that I remember. On the farm they didn't butcher beef, no.
Q: Did you sell the milk?

A: No. No. My mother sold butter and such. Slmwmldputthemilkm
crocks, set it in her cellar. Until the cream was an the top, and
ﬂamslmwmldsldmﬂmtoffarddnmit. Usually in a dasher churn,
which sometimes was my job (laughter) to run that. Then she would
sell the butter.

Q: What did she do with the money? Did she keep it and budget it or
did she give it to your dad?

A: No, she usually had her own money, butter and egg money. She
vmldbuyswinggoods cloth to make her a dress. She used to make a
lot of our clothing, too. She usually has her own pin money to spend.

Q: How did you heat your house?
End of Tape One, Side One.

Q: When I was here before, we were talking about your childhood on
the farm. The last question I asked you on the other tape was how you
heated your house then.

A: We heated with wood that we cut and split cut of our own timber.
In both the heating stove and cook stove.

Q: Can you describe the stove to me?

A: The cock stove was an ordinary wood burning stove with about four
lids on top. The heating stove wasn't one of those fancy coal
burmers. It was just an ordinary round type, elongated with a door in
Q: Do you happen to remember the brands of either stove?

A: No, I don't. Sorry.

Q: What kind of wood did you use in them?

A: In the heating stove there were larger pieces of oak wood about
two feet long and maybe six to eight inches in diameter. The cook
gnbcve,mhadtosplititfiner. They were about three inches, maybe,

Q: Whose job was it to tend the fire?
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g

A: Usually my mother. The fire would be cut in the mornings, and
was usually the first one up and started the fires. They had to be
started every morning, and the rest of us would in the wood
outdoors into the wood box where we kept the wood inside. We all

the fires going during the day and evening.

Q: What about the night?

A: We tried to bank the heating stove so it would last as long as it
would, but usually it would be out in the morning. Of course, the
cook stove, it was out. We didn't try to keep it going.

Q: What kind of bed did you sleep in?

A: It was an old fashioned wooden bed. I don't remember whether it
was walmit, or cak, or what now. The back board was high, plain wood.
Wooden bed.

Q: What kind of mattress?

A: Well, I don't recall. I suppose just an ordinary spring mattress.
I remember we used to have feather beds. They were comfortable on
cold winter nights.

Q: Did you use the feather beds in the sumer?

A: No. Only in the winter.

Q: Why didn't you use them in the summer?

A: Well. (laughter) We sank down in them. They were too hot in the
summer time. (laughter) I guess that was the reason.

Q: Do you remember when you first got electricity?

A: Yes, I do. It was after the depression, It was around 1938 or
1939, when the rural electrification came through.

Q: Do you remember when the C.I1.P.S. power line went through in this
part of the country? -

A: No, I don't. Most towns had their own mmicipal light plants. I
suppose that was earlier in the towns. That would have been like
Chandlerville and Virginia. Praobably would have been in the 1920's,
early 1920's, I don't recall exactly.

Q: Where did you see your first electric light?

A: I don't remember seeiny my first electric light. where or when it
was, I don't remember that.

Q: can{mdescribeﬂxelampsthatymusedpriortogetthg
electricity?

i
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A: Yes. We had ordinary kerosene lamps. Then later, we had the
Aladdinlanp—whichmrntkexosene—mﬂthenIthuﬂ:wehadagasolim
lamp that was pumped up. It used air pressure. It was supposed to be
a better, give better light than the ordinary kerosene lamp.

Q: Can you describe the difference between the first kercsene lamp
you mentioned and the Aladdin?

A: The Aladdin lamp had a mantle that was more efficient. It wasn't
a plain clear flame, it burnt inside a mantle. Itgaveawhitelight.
Better light.

Q: Whereas the first lamp before that?

A: Just ordinary, with wicks.

Q: It didn't have a mantle at all?

A: It didn't have a mantle, no.

Q: The gasoline lamp, how was it different?

A: It, if I recall, had two mantles, and there was a pump that came

with it that you pumped air in the bottom of it. It operated under
pressure, and it was a little more efficient than the Aladdin. Better

light.

Q: When you got electricity how did that change your life?

A: Of course it did away with the lampe and we could enmjoy electric
™ T o e e e i vt

Q: Do you remember any of the old radio shows?

A: Yes I remember—what was it, those two Negroes?

Q: Amos and Andy?

A: Amos and Andy, right. And Allen, what was his name?

Q: Fred Allen?

A: Fred Allen, yes, I remember those. Ch, Gildersleeve, I remember
hm, m I - - - [ ]

Q: What did you think of the first radio that you had?
A: You mean the first electric radio or the first radio?
Q: The first radio.

A: T remember that very well. It was in the early 1920's—and I
stillhavetheradiobytheway.
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Q: Fantasticl

A: Yes., It was a three tube Montgomery Ward Airline, and of course
it required an outside antemna. We strung a wire between the house
and a tree, and it had to have a ground. It had to have a battery,
similar to what's in an automobile today, besides a B battery amd C
batteries. And it had earphones, there was no speaker in it. You had

to use the earphones.
Q: Could more than one person listen to it at one time or . . . .

A: You could take the earphones apart and use one, each person use
half of it on one ear. (laughter) It had three tubes.

Q: Now you had a sister, right?
! A: Right.
Q: Did you ever fight who was going to listen to the radio?

A: No, not really. As I recall, I bought the radio, so of course I
had priority (laughter) I guess, but although we shared it. We
finally got a speaker that you could put half the earphones in the
bottom of the speaker and it would more or less amplify it so the rest
of us could hear. All the rest of them could hear it.

Q: Were there any rules abcut listening to the radio, that your
parents gave you?

A: No, not really. I sometimes stayed up fairly late seeing how many
different stations I ooculd get. The farthest one away and so forth.
And there weren't too many stations in those days. I recall KDKA in
Pittsburg, and WOC in Davenport, I believe WSM Atlanta, Georgia,
ard Crosley Radio Corporation in Cincinnati had one. There weren't
too many stations in those days. :

Q: At that time, what type of programs did they have on the radio?
A: Well of course, the news and the weather, and like Fred Allen, and

those kind of shows. And music——not near as much as today--but scme
programs had masic.

Q: Did you hear the first broadcast of "War of the Worlds?" The big
hoax that Orson Wells perpetrated?

A: I remember that, but I don't remember hearing it. No, I don't
remamber listening to that.

Q: You weren't affected by it then?
A: No, no.

Q: Do you know of anybody that heard the program and was affected by
it in this area?
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A: I don't remember anybody getting excited about it, no. (laughter)

Q: You mentioned that the first radio you had was a Montgomery Ward
radio.

A: Right.

Q: Did you order that?

A: Out of the catalogue.

Q: What else did you order ocut of the catalogue?

A: Folks ordered quite a few things out of both Montgomery Wards and
Sears Roebuck catalogues. We just didn't go to cities or anyplace
where you could find things, a lot of things that we needed.
ordered quite a few things, although my mother made a lot of her
clothes and sister's clothes.

Q: Did you ever order any food from the catalogue?

A: Yes. At that time, Sears Roebuck sold groceries. You could order
groceriesthrux;hthemail,andmymtharasIrecalldidorﬂerm
groceries.

Q: Do you know what type of groceries?

A: Camned food and spices and just about anything nonperishable, I
guess.

Q: I'll be darned. I didn't realize that. Getting back to your
childhood, can you remember the first school that you went to?

A: Yes. It was a country school, and we walked. It was about two
milesmvmy,midimwal}nedeverynightarﬂmrnj:g. It was a one
rocm country school, one teacher, and they taught the first eight
gradesinthesc'hool

Q: Can describe the interior of the school and how the desks were
arranged’

¢ They were arranged in rows. The smaller desks for the smaller
children were on one side and they just got bigger and bigger, and the
older kids were on the other side.

Same of the students were really grown up because they didn't go the
full year because they had to help on the farm. Some of them were
probably nineteen, twenty years old that came just a few months a
year. They had a big round stove in one corner that burnt coal to
heat the huilding in the winter time.

Q: Wwhere did you get your water from?
A: 'There was a pump out in the school yard in a well.





















































































































































































































































































































