
PREFACE 

This manuscript i s  t h e  product of t a p e  recorded in te rv iews  conducted by 
Joseph Eby f o r  t h e  Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce  dur ing  t h e  f a l l  of 1979. Joseph 
Eby t r ansc r ibed  t h e  memoir and he and Nancy Cogburn e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  
Marilyn Chancellor reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Edwin E. Cory was born near  Mattoon, I l l i n o i s  i n  Coles County on December 5, 
1883. H i s  f u l l  l i f e  has  included school ing  through t h e  e igh th  grade, 
l i v i n g  i n  Chicago and many occupat ions,  which have ranged from d e l i v e r y  
boy, t o  t r a v e l l i n g  salesman, t o  an  expe r t  i n  energy d ive r s ion  f o r  t h e  
Cent ra l  I l l i n o i s  Pub l i c  Serv ice .  M r .  Cory began working with CIPS when 
it  was f i r s t  formed and t e l l s  of i t s  e a r l y  days. H e  a l s o  worked f o r  
twenty-six yea r s  a s  t he  doorman a t  t h e  Lincoln Theatre .  

M r .  Cory's f a v o r i t e  avocat ion was t h e  r a i s i n g ,  t r a i n i n g ,  and r ac ing  of 
s tandard  bred horses .  He and h i s  f a t h e r  owned, t r a i n e d ,  and r a i s e d  t h e  
World's Champion Pacer "Dexter Sym," which paced t o  t h e  U.S. and European 
records .  

The s t o r i e s  he t e l l s  and h i s  comments and comparisons on l i f e  i n  t h e  l a t e  
19th  Century and today o f f e r  a unique pe r spec t ive  on h i s  l i f e  and what 
happened around him. 

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a t r ans -  
c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r ,  and e d i t o r  
sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l ! .  that "is inherent  i n  
such h i s t o r i c a l  sources .  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  i s  no t  r e spons ib l e  
f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor f o r  t h e  views expressed 
t h e r e i n ;  they a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may no t  be reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, 
e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical,  without  t h e  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  
Oral  His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangarnon S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  
62708. 
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Edwin E. Cory, October 30, 1979, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Joseph H. Eby, In te rv iewer .  

Q. Cory, w i l l  you t e l l  me what yea r  you were born and where you were 
born? 

A.  I w a s  born on a farm, December 5, 1883, near  Mattoon i n  Coles 
County, I l l i n o i s .  

Q. And about how f a r  from Mattoon was t h e  farm? 

A. Three mi l e s  i n  t h e  country,  yes .  

Q. And who were your pa ren t s?  

A. Well, W i l l i a m  E. Cory and Mary Cory, Mary Powell Cory, yes .  M i s s  
Powell was t h e  maiden name. 

Q. And how many b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  d i d  you have? 

A .  I had four  s i s t e r s ,  a l l  younger. 

Q. You were t h e  o l d e s t  of your family,  t h e  o l d e s t  son. 

A .  1 ' m  t h e  o l d e s t ,  yes .  

Q .  And what brought your f a t h e r  t o  Coles County? Was he born t h e r e ?  

A,  Well, t h a t  I wouldn't  know e x a c t l y ,  I ' v e  never r e a l l y  known much 
h i s t o r y  about i t ,  but  I know he i s  of B r i t i s h  and I r i s h  descendant,  
I know t h a t .  And h i s  f o l k s  l i v e d  i n  a Jog - house a block o f f  of t h e  
square i n  Charleston,  I l l i n o i s .  

And as a young boy he went i n t o  t h e  country t o  work on t h e  Alison farm. 
The Alison farm w a s  south  of Charleston about s i x  mi les ,  and I might 
add, w a s  ad jacent  t o  t h e  Tom Lincoln farm, Abraham Lincoln ' s  f a t h e r .  
My f a t h e r  knew Tom Lincoln and he  knew Abraham Lincoln we l l .  They 
were f r i e n d s .  

Q. I s e e ,  and what d i d  your f a t h e r  do on t h e  farm? You say he  went 
ou t  t o  work on t h e  farm. 

A .  Well j u s t  r e g u l a r  farm work, j u s t  r egu la r  farm work. 

Q. He  was l i k e  a h i r e d  hand. 
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A. S p l i t  r a i l s  and t h e  o t h e r ,  That s o r t  of t h ing  f o r  t h e  t imes,  you 
know. S p l i t  rails, every th ing  was a l l  wood f i re  i n  t hose  days, f i r e -  
p lace ,  see .  

Q. And you say  he knew Tom Lincoln.  

A .  Yes, he knew Tom Lincoln,  Abraham ~ i n c o l n ' s  f a t h e r  wel l .  The 
Alison farm was ad jacent  t o  the  Lincoln farm. 

Q. Did he ever  t e l l  you about M r .  Lincoln? 

A .  Yes, we were t a l k i n g  one t ime,  and he s t a t e d  t o  me t h a t  so  many 
of t h e  h i s t o r i a n s  r i d i c u l e  Tom Lincoln,  ~ i n c o l n ' s  f a t h e r ,  t h a t  he  was 
d i l$ to ry .  And my f a t h e r  says  he was anything bu t  d i l a t o r y .  Be always 
had t h e  b e s t  horses ,  had t h e  n i c e s t  home, l o t s  of f r i e n d s ,  and was 
one worthy of knowing. He considered him a first c l a s s  man, a h igh  
c l a s s  man, f o r  t h a t  t ime i n  t hose  e a r l y  days. 

Q. Well, t e l l  me i f  you would Cory, what was t h e  farm l i k e  where 
you grew up? 

A .  Well, i t  was up on s o r t  of a k n o l l .  It was high ground. Not 
r e a l  h igh ,  b u t  h igh  ground. And I remember i t  was a l i t t l e  one s t o r y  
weatherboard house. Course, i t ' s  been gone f o r  years .  It burn t  down 
years and yea r s  ago. But I got  o l d  enough t o  remember the  house, 
s ee ing  i t  aga in  a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e r e .  Where my f o l k s  l i v e d  on t h e  
farm--I'm reminded t h a t  t h e  farm belonged t o  my mother. She he i r ed  
t h e  farm. Her f a t h e r  was a b i g  l and  owner. When he  passed away, he 
w i l l e d  s o  many a c r e s  t o  each and every c h i l d .  There was t h r e e  boys 
and f i v e  g i r l s .  

Q. And how b i g  a farm was i t ?  

A. Well, I would say t h e r e  was probably about twenty-four thousand 
a c r e s  a l t o g e t h e r ,  h i s  acreage  w a s  about twenty-four thousand a c r e s .  
And i t  run r i g h t  up t o  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s .  H i s  p roper ty  run  r i g h t  up t o  
t h e  western c i t y  L i m i t s  of Mattoon. 

Q.  And what type  of t h ings  d i d  your f a t h e r  r a i s e  on the  farm? 

A. Well, i t  was mostly corn,  and no beans i n  those  days. J u s t  corn 
and o a t s ,  and wheat. H e  r a i s e d  a few hogs. 

Q. Did he  have any o t h e r  animals bes ides  hogs? 

A .  Oh yes ,  we had horses  f o r  farm work. 

Q. Now what was your fami ly  l i f e  l i k e ?  

A. Oh, I had a good family l i f e .  I had a f i n e  mother, and my dad 
d i d n ' t  have much of an educat ion,  but  he had a l o t  of charac te r !  He 
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was a f i n e  man. A l o t  of people respec ted  him. H e  was a f i n e  man, 
d i d n ' t  smoke nor d r i n k ,  nor  c a r r y  on. Always took c a r e  of h i s  family.  

Q. Can you expand a l i t t l e  b i t  on t h a t ?  Was he a d i s c i p l i n a r i a n ?  
Did he keep you k i d s  i n  l i n e ?  

A. Yes, he a t tended  church r e g u l a r l y ;  sang i n  t h e  church c h o i r ,  had 
a g r e a t  tenor  voice ,  read t h e  Bib le  a t  home; and we always went t o  
Sunday School and church every Sunday. H e  was s t r i c t  i n  a way, bu t  
no t  c r u e l .  W e  had t o  t o e  t h e  l i n e ,  bu t  he was a good f a t h e r .  

Q. And what about your mother? 

A .  Well, oh I had a good mother a l l  r i g h t .  You couldn ' t  bea t  h e r .  
My mother passed away when 1 was e leven  yea r s  of age. And seems as 
though I r e c a l l  t h a t  she  was s i c k  a l o t ,  (pause) bu t  was a good house- 
keeper and could bake good bread.  And always thought a l o t  of her 
ch i ld ren .  

Q. So you would say t h a t  she  loved you very  much. 

A .  Oh yes,  she  was a good, kind mother. 

Q. How did  she  pass away, Cory? 

A .  Well, f o r  yea r s  and yea r s  I d i d n ' t  know u n t i l  1947. She passed 
away, [from] c h i l d b i r t h .  I was a small boy, thpy t o l d  me she  had 
stomach t roub le .  Is t h a t  on? (machine turned  o f f )  

Q.  (machine turned  on) What was it  l i k e ,  Cory, t o  grow up without  
your mother? 

A. Well, my f a t h e r  never married aga in  and he  r a i s e d  us  ch i ld ren .  
The youngest,  Louise,  was j u s t  a babe i n  arms. My Uncle W i l l  and my 
mother 's  b r o t h e r ' s  wi fe  took and r a i s e d  h e r ,  t h e  l i t t l e  babe. She 
r a i s e d  he r .  And s h e ' s  t h e  one t h a t  j u s t  passed away i n  Indianapol i s ,  
about t h r e e  o r  fou r  months ago. She was 84 yea r s  o ld .  

Q. So your aunt  r a i s e d  your s i s t e r .  

A. The youngest one, yes .  The babe. 

Q. And how long d id  she  t a k e  c a r e  of your s i s t e r ?  

A. Well, I guess probably about e igh teen  yea r s .  She was about e ighteen 
yea r s  o l d  when she  got marr ied.  She was t h e r e  w i th  them on t h e  farm. 
They were farmers ,  on t h e  o l d  Powell homestead. They were r i g h t  on 
the  Powell homestead. Tha t ' s  where they l i v e d .  She l i v e d  t h e r e ,  went 
t o  school  i n  town, back and f o r t h ,  j u s t  l i k e  my mother used t o  do. 
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Q. What types of r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  d i d  you have wi th  t h e  family? 

A. Myself? 

Q.  Yes, you a s  t h e  o l d e s t  son. 

A .  Well, of course ,  I c a r r i e d  t h e  c o a l  and a l l  t h a t  s t u f f .  Helped 
my mother wash. I had steam coming up i n  my f ace ,  I thought i t  was 
t e r r i b l e .  I thought it. was k i l l i n g  me. ( l augh te r )  

Q. What do you mean? You had a . . . . 
A. A washing machine, round l i k e  t h i s ,  and then  corrugated s t r i p s  
ac ros s ,  you know. Then t h e r e ' s  pockets  down on t h e  s i d e .  Then when 
you l e t  t h a t  down, up he re  was a handle,  s ee ,  and you j u s t  rocked i t  
back and f o r t h .  When you d id ,  t h a t  f i t  t h a t  lower p a r t ,  and between 
t h a t  and t h e  o the r  was the c l o t h e s ,  see .  [There was] nothing t h e r e ,  
i t  was a l l  wide open, a l l  t h a t  steam, odor and every th ing  come right 
up i n  your f ace .  

Q .  How b i g  around was t h i s  th ing?  

A .  Well, about t h r e e  f e e t  ac ros s  and about two f e e t  wide, maybe two 
and a h a l f  f e e t  wide. 

Q. And i t  was a l l  b o i l i n g  ho t  water?  

A. Hot water ,  yes ,  o ld  l y e  soap. 

Q. Now you s a i d  you had how many s i s t e r s ?  

A.  Four S i s t e r s .  

Q. Four s i s t e r s  and t h e  one grew up i n  Indianapol i s .  

A .  No, she grew up i n  Mattoon, on a farm a t  Mattoon. She got  marr ied,  
then moved t o  Indianapol i s .  My mother 's  b ro the r  I r a  l i v e d  i n  Indiana- 
p o l i s .  My s i s t e r  married a  fe l low,  name of Charles  White. H e  was i n  
t h e  automobile bus iness ,  and a f t e r  they got  married they moved t o  
Indianapol i s .  He d id  p r e t t y  we l l  over t h e r e .  He went t o  C a l i f o r n i a  
two o r  three t imes and then  went back t o  Indianapol i s .  H e  couldn ' t  
make a go of i t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  l i k e  he could i n  Indianapol i s .  He 
went back t o  Indianapol i s .  

Q .  What was your r e l a t i o n s h i p  l i k e  wi th  your s i s t e r s ?  

A .  It was a good r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  my s i s t e r s ,  oh yes .  

Q. What were your s i s t e r s '  names? 

A. The o l d e s t  was Ada, Anna, Adele, and Louise.  
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Q.  And d id  you t ake  c a r e  of them and watch a f t e r  them? 

A. Well, yes .  With me being t h e  only boy I was working a l l  t h e  t ime, 
so I wasn't  home too much. But I can remember being around home a 
l o t  a t  t h a t .  A t  t i m e s  my f a t h e r  was gone a long time. He had horses ,  
and he 'd  l e a v e  town and be gone two o r  t h r e e  weeks a t  a time. And 
1 'd  kind of run  th ings ,  s e e ,  I and my o l d e r  s i s t e r ,  

Q.  What was t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  of age between you and your s i s t e r s ?  

A. Well, only about two and a h a l f  years .  

Q .  Between you and Ada. 

A .  Yes, and t h e  o l d e s t  s i s t e r ,  yes ,  and so  on down. And my s i s t e r  
Anna was about two yea r s  younger, and Adele, and down t o  Louise.  I 
was j u s t  e leven yea r s  o ld  when my mother passed away. So you can s e e  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  were a l l  small .  The youngest g i r l  was j u s t  a babe i n  
arms, Louise.  

Q. And your f a t h e r  w a s  a farmer.  

A .  No, he was [ e a r l i e r ] ,  bu t  he always l i k e d  horses ,  and he bought 
some r a c e  horses  and f i n a l l y  got  t o  t r a i n  horses .  He got r e a l  good, 
and had a l o t  of success  with harness  horses ,  no t  thoroughbreds, 
s tandardbred,  harness  horses .  I can remember he had horses ,  and then 
t r a i n e d  ho r ses  f o r  o t h e r  people f o r  yea r s .  

Q. Be owned h i s  own horses .  

A. Yes, some of t h e  t ime. Some of t h e  t ime he 'd  have h i s  own horses  
and somebody e l s e s  ho r ses ,  too .  There was more than  one horse ,  you 
see .  There'd be  maybe t e n  o r  twelve ho r ses  i n  t h e  s t a b l e .  Maybe 
he'd own two o r  t h r e e ,  and t h e  r e s t  of them would belong t o  somebody 
e l s e .  

Q. So how many ho r ses  would you say  your f a t h e r  had a t  one time? 

A .  well, not over four  o r  f i v e ,  no t  a l o t  of horses .  Maybe four  o r  
f i v e  was t h e  most a t  one time. Sometimes t h e r e  would only be  one. 
[ I f  helhad one good one the re ' d  j u s t  be one, s ee .  

Q. And you helped him. 

A .  Yes I d id .  I helped a l o t .  Seems t o  me--I have thought back 
many times--he kind of kept  me away. He was a f r a i d  I would become 
involved, and just afraid  I ' d  become a horeseman, too .  

Q. Was i t  n o t  r e a l  promising? 

A .  Well, i t  was a l o t  of hard work i n  those  days, a l o t  of walking. 
Walking a horse ,  cool ing  a horse .    here's a l o t  of walking, cool ing  
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a horse  o u t ,  s ee .  I used t o  have t o  walk t h e  horses .  So I d i d n ' t  
want t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  horse  bus iness .  Long hours ,  twelve, e ighteen  
hours  a day, s e e ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, way i n t o  n igh t .  Had a good 
horse ,  you'd have bandages on t h e  l e g s  t h a t  were supposed t o  come 
o f f , s a y  a t  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  o ' c lock  a t  n i g h t ,  and we'd have t o  go back 
out  t h e r e  and t ake  them o f f .  We always had good horses ,  had a l o t  of 
good horses ,  because he took c a r e  of them. 

Q. Now you s a i d  t h a t  you hauled c o a l  around t o  t h e  s tove .  

A .  No, I never hauled coa l .  I c a r r i e d  c o a l  t o  t h e  s tove .  We had 
what we c a l l  c o a l  buckets ,  you know. 

Q. What d id  you do l i k e  t h a t  around the  house? 

A .  Well, i n  t h e  summertime, 1 cu t  t h e  g ra s s .  1 was t h e  only boy and 
some g i r l s ,  and t h e r e ' d  be g i r l s  coming t h e r e  t o  v i s i t  them. 1 ' d  
t ake  o f f  and go someplace, see,  I wouldn't be  around a l l  them g i r l s .  

Q. What was i t  l i k e  growing up i n  Mattoon? 

A .  Well, it was p r e t t y  much l i k e  a small  town. See, Mattoon was about 
f i f t e e n  thousand f o r  y e a r s  and yea r s  and yea r s .  It j u s t  never grew, 
i t  was about f i f t e e n  thousand. I t 's  from about e ighteen  t o  twenty 
thousand now. Then i n  t h e  win ter t ime my f a t h e r  would buy c a t t l e .  You 
couldn ' t  r a c e  i n  t h e  win ter t ime l i k e  they do now. He'd buy c a t t l e  and 
s e l l  c a t t l e ,  sometimes j u s t  f o r  h imsel f ,  and s e l l  t o  an ind iv idua l  o r  
f o r  a s a l e  o r  something, s ee .  

Q. Did you go t o  school  i n  town? 

A .  I went t o  school  i n  Mattoon, yes .  I went t o  t h e  e igh th  grade. 
I have only an  e igh th  grade educat ion.  Then I had t o  go t o  work. 
Then I went t o  work. 

Q. What was t h e  school  l i k e ?  Where was i t ?  

A. Well, I went t o  two d i f f e r e n t  schools ,  what we c a l l e d  South School. 
It w a s  a four-room, b i g  b r i c k  bu i ld ing ,  j u s t  four  rooms. And 1 went 
c l e a r  through t h a t  school .  Then r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  no r th  from t h i s  school ,  
f i v e  blocks--situated t h e  same a s  t h i s  school--five blocks no r th  is  
what they  c a l l  Cent ra l  School. That had s i x t e e n  rooms. That was 
t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  and a b r i c k  bu i ld ing ,  and steam h e a t .  I n  t h e  o l d  
school  we had s t o v e  h e a t .  We had t o  c a r r y  t h e  coa l .  [We had] moni- 
t o r s ,  you know, ca r ry ing  ou t  t h e  a shes ,  f i r i n g  t h e  s tove ,  and c leaning  
t h e  erasers f o r  t h e  blackboard. I n  those  days, t h e  blackboard was 
j u s t  a b lack  pa in ted  p l a s t e r  wal l .  That was t h e  blackboard,  s ee .  
And i t  d i d n ' t  c l ean  very good. It was kind of rough, s ee .  It d i d n ' t  
c l ean  l i k e  s l a t e .  L a t e r  when I got  t o  Cen t r a l ,  we had s l a t e  black- 
boards up the re .  That t o  me seemed l i k e  an  awful l a r g e  school .  It 
w a s  s i x t e e n  rooms, and steam h e a t .  And I was e l e c t e d  mayor of t h a t  
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school  because I could draw p r e t t y  good. I was a p r e t t y  good drawer. 

Q. You were mayor of t h e  school.  

A .  Mayor of t h e  school ,  yes .  And they  he ld  cou r t .  And I s a t  a s  t h e  
judge when they 'd hold c o u r t ,  s ee .  I was t h e  mayor, yes ,  And of 
course I was popular  because t h e r e  was nobody could draw l i k e  I could 
draw, s ee .  And I ' d  v i s i t  a l l  t h e  rooms dur ing  t h e  hol idays  l i k e  
Thanksgiving and Christmas. And draw turkeys  and Santa Claus, and 
r e indee r s ,  and a l l  t h a t  s t u f f  on t h e  blackboards; h o l l y  and t h e  red  
b e r r i e s  and a l l  t h a t  s t u f f .  I could draw p r e t t y  good. I ' d  copy a 
l o t  of s t u f f .  I could s e e  s t u f f  and then  copy i t ,  see .  

Q. So you say you were p r e t t y  popular ,  you had a l o t  of f r i e n d s .  

A .  Well, yes ,  yes ,  i n  school .  I enjoyed school .  I would l i k e  t o  
have went on i n  school .  A l o t  of my cousins  a l l  went t o  h igh  school ,  
Harry and Ira and Hayes Owensby and (pause) Harry, j u s t  come t o  me, 
Harry Powell. That ' s  t h e  one, h e ' s  t h e  guy, a i n ' t  nobody ever  could 
walk l i k e  he walked. Today they have t h a t  walking, you know i n  t h e  
Olympics. I ' d  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h a t  fe l low,  them walk wi th  him today. 
Man, t h a t  guy could r e a l l y  walk. The way they  walk now, they look 
l i k e  t h e y ' r e  running, bu t  he  walked. Boy, he could walk. 

Q. So, t e l l  me about some of your f r i e n d s .  

A. Well . . . 
Q. Did you g e t  i n t o  a l o t  of t roub le?  

A .  Well, a block and a h a l f  from where we l i v e d  was a family by t h e  
name of Harmony. 0. C.  Harmony was M r .  Harmony. You know, and t h e  
women t a lked  about h e r .  She had b e a u t i f u l  h a i r ,  wiry h a i r ,  s ee .  M r .  
Harmony, he w a s  t h e  o ld  type  wi th  t h e  whiskers and every th ing ,  bu t  a 
n e a t  d r e s s e r ,  and very s t r i c t .  And when t h e  boys would e a t ,  they  
couldn ' t  go out  and p lay .  They had t o  s i t  and read  f o r  t h i r t y  minutes 
a f t e r  they a t e .  They couldn ' t  go ou t  and p lay  r i g h t  away. He looked 
a f t e r  them, see .  And then  later yea r s ,  when they got a l i t t l e  o l d e r ,  
they had a hardware s t o r e ,  and then  M r .  Harmony passed away, then  t h e  
boys had t h e  s t o r e .  I t h i n k  they s t i l l  own t h a t  s t o r e ,  s t i l l  own t h a t  
bu i ld ing  i n  Mattoon. The e s t a t e  does.  And I worked f o r  them i n  t h e  
s t o r e ,  two o r  t h r e e  yea r s ,  be fo re  I went t o  Chicago. 

Q. What types  of t h i n g  d id  you do wi th  your f r i e n d s ?  

A. Well, you mean t h e  s t o r e ?  

Q. No, j u s t  anything.  

A .  Well . . . 
Q. What d id  you do f o r  enter tainment? 
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A. Well, oh, we used t o  do a l o t  of playing,  yes .  Oh yes.  I was 
thinking--in t h e  r e a r  from where I l i v e d  was a l o t  back t h e r e  and 
t h e r e  w a s  a b i g  haystack.  Log s t ru t - - then  they had had l o g s  i n  l ike--  
then they  put  t h e  hay i n  t h a t  where those  braces  went up, s ee .  And 
oh how we used t o  p lay ,  1 w a s  l y i n g  i n  bed th inking  about i t  t h e  o t h e r  
day. And f i n a l l y  someone, a f t e r  two o r  t h r e e  yea r s ,  somebody s e t  i t  
on f i r e ,  see .  And t h a t  wound up our  p lay ing  t h e r e ,  s ee .  People name 
of Hayes owned t h a t .  Oh, around t h e r e  k i d s  were always doing something. 
I used t o  have a shoot  t o  shoots  i n  my back yard.  We t o r e  down a b i g  
barn,  I had a l o t  of lumber and I had a shoot  t o  shoot .  And then  we 
used t o  t ake  and d i g  a ho le  i n  t h e  ground and put  a metal  top  over i t  
and b u i l d  a f i r e  i n  under t h e r e  and l e a v e  one end open a t  t h e  f a r  end. 
And then  w e ' d  bake po ta toes ,  j u s t  e a t  them. There w a s  ~ o o t  and a l l  
a l l  over  our  f a c e  where we'd e a t  them. You wouldn't  ever  t h ink  about 
e a t i n g  them l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e  house, would you? J u s t  cook them yourse l f  
s e e  and e a t  them. No s a l t  o r  no th ing  on them, j u s t  e a t  them. ( l augh te r )  

Q. What's a shoot t o  shoot?  

A .  Well, t h a t ' s  l i k e  any of t hese  amusement parks ,  you know, where 
they go up and down wi th  c a r s .  And they  t o r e  down a barn and my dad 
put  up a fence back t h e r e  about e i g h t  f o o t  h igh .  So I run two s i x t e e n  
foot two-by-fours up t h e r e  t o  a p l a t fo rm and a ladder  i n  behind t h e  
fence. Walk up the  l adde r  and g e t  on t h a t  shoot t o  shoot .  And I took 
t h e  t rough from f r o n t  of t h e  pump, put  c r o s s  p i eces  which a c t  a s  an  
axle, s e e ,  then  pu t  a f l ange  on i t  so  they would s t a y  on t h e  t r a c k .  

And i n  t h e  win ter t ime t h e r e  was f r o s t  on t h e r e  and boy you'd r e a l l y  
go down t h e r e .  I n  t h e  summertime t h e r e  was no f r o s t  so  we used t o  
grease  t h a t  and r i d e  i t  i n  t h e  summertime. You d i d n ' t  r i d e  very f a r ,  
about a hundred f e e t  maybe a hundred twenty-five f e e t .  Sometimes, boy, 
I t e l l  you boy you'd r e a l l y  go down t h e r e  i n  t h e  win ter  when t h e r e ' s  
f r o s t  on t h a t ,  boy, you'd r e a l l y  go down t h e r e .  You'd r e a l l y  go too  
f a s t .  You'd j u s t  run down t h e r e  with no p l ace ,  j u s t  run o f f  t h e  t r a c k ,  
see .  

Q. Did i t  go j u s t  s t r a i g h t  down? 

A .  Oh, t h e r e ' d  be a bunch of k i d s  come down, yes .  No, i t  went down, 
s ee ,  (drawing). I ' l l  t r y  and ang le  i t .  O f  course  t h i s  is  t h e  fence .  
Then your l adde r  i s  behind t h e  fence  and t h e s e  boards a r e  a l l  a long 
ac ros s  he re ,  s ee .  There'd be a pos t  up he re  and then  you'd kind of 
f i x  a p la t form he re  i n  f r o n t  of t h a t  pos t .  And then  your runner would 
go down l i k e  t h i s ,  s e e ,  and then down t o  a box, w e ' l l  say ,  down h e r e ,  
s ee ,  s i t t i n g  up on a box maybe t h r e e  f e e t  h igh ,  see. Then--that would 
be, t h a t ' s  t h e  end of t h e s e  two-by-fours were he re ,  s ee ,  t o  t h i s .  
Then you ' re  on t h i s  box, s e e  you cou ldn ' t  go t o  t h e  ground. It was 
too  abrupt  t o  go t o  t h e  ground, go t o  t h e  box, then  you s t i l l  got  
angle ,  s e e ,  t o  t r a v e l ,  see .  And when you'd g e t  way down a t  t h e  end 
he re  t h e r e  was no more t r a c k ,  you j u s t  went o f f  i n t o  t h e  ground, see .  
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You'd t ake  t h a t ,  i t  was a trough (drawing). It was l i k e  t h a t ,  see .  
Your pump s e t  up he re ,  your spout was down he re  and t h e  water  went 
i n  t h i s  and run  o f f ,  s ee .  So I took t h a t  and put  p i eces  on both 
s i d e s  (drawing), then  r i g h t  underneath he re ,  r i g h t  on a l i n e  wi th  
t h i s ,  I p u t  a f l ange  i n  t h e r e ,  see;  j u s t  n a i l e d  i t  on. It a c t s  as ,  
s e e  what I mean. So when you ' re  on t h i s ,  going down on t h i s  i t  
wouldn't l e ave  t h e  track. That a c t s  a s  a f l ange ,  l i k e  a wheel, a 
f l ange  on a wheel on t h e  r a i l r o a d .  

Q. So i t  t i p s  back and forward. 

A. Yes, i t ' l l  s t a y  on and you s i t  down i n  t h a t .  It was a n i c e  s i z e  
and then  you he ld  on t o  t h e  handle,  see .  And I n a i l e d  some l i t t l e  
s t r i p s  along t h e r e ,  a long t h i s  edge, so you could hold on, ge t  ahold 
of i t .  I n a i l e d  some s t r i p s  on t h e  edge he re ,  so you could hang on, 
s ee .  You couldn ' t  j u s t  hold on t o  t h e  edge. (laugh) My dad never 
scolded me o r  anything f o r  t ak ing  t h a t  t rough from f r o n t  of t h e  pump. 

Q. How b i g  was t h a t  trough? 

A .  Well (pause) i t  was about t h i r t y - s i x  inches ,  t h i s  way. ( l eng th )  
And this wasn't  only about s i x  inches  high.  These s i d e  p i eces  were 
only about s i x  inches high,  see .  And I remember t h a t  one I got  was 
j u s t  t h a t  shape. It was rounded toward t h e  f r o n t  and then t h e  pump 
s e t  r i g h t  up he re ,  see .  (pause-laugh) And I always thought how we l l  
t h a t  f i t .  

Then, what always fooled  m e  was, when we got  he re ,  you see ;  when they  
got  r i g h t  he re ,  you come down he re .  So I had c u t  t h e  p i eces ,  I had 
t o  f a s t e n  them two-by-fours on t h e  o u t s i d e  he re ,  s ee .  So then  I 
couldn ' t  f a s t e n  them on t h e  i n s i d e ,  because t h e s e  f l anges  he re  would 
h i t  t h e  p i ece  on t h e  i n s i d e ,  So I put  them on t h e  ou t s ide ,  s e e .  This 
come down he re ,  t h i s  would come down, then  o u t ,  t h e r e ' s  a break r i g h t  
t h e r e .  And those  were two-by-fours. 

These are two-by-fours, s ee ,  r e a l  two-by-fours, no t  l i k e  t h e  two-by- 
fou r s  today. They c a l l  them two-by-fours, t h e y ' r e  no t  two-by-fours, 
I n  t hose  days they  were r e a l l y  two inches wide and fou r  inches h igh ,  
s ee .  And today a two-by-four is  only about an inch  and a h a l f  ac ros s  
t h e  top  and only about two and a q u a r t e r  inches  high,  s ee .  Two by 
fou r  i s  two inches  wide, four  inches  high.  And they don ' t  make them 
l i k e  t h a t  today. They c a l l  them two-by-fours, bu t  t h e y ' r e  no t  two-by- 
f o u r s  a t  a l l .  

Q. So you s t a r t e d  up he re  about how high? 

A .  Oh, t h a t  w a s  about--nine o r  t e n  f e e t  high up on t h i s  fence  he re ,  
yes .  And a l o t  of t h e  k i d s  a l l  around t h e  neighborhood had them, but  
they  d i d n ' t  anybody have one a s  h igh  as mine. So I had a l o t  of fe l lows  
wanting t o  r i d e  mine, because mine w a s  h igh ,  r e a l l y  t r a v e l ,  s ee .  It 
was s i x t e e n  f e e t  down he re  t o  t h i s .  You'd h i t  t h a t ,  boy 1'11 t e l l  
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you, and t h e r e  was f r o s t  on i t ,  you r e a l l y  got  a r i d e .  

Q. So, what e l s e  d id  you do? 

A. Oh I remember we used t o  go hunt ing.  Over next  door t o  me was a 
fe l low,  Hershel P a r r i s h ,  we used t o  hunt r a b b i t s .  And I used t o  hold 
them up by t h e  l e g s  and he used t o  s k i n  them. And t h a t  odor from 
t h a t  "0000" them hot  r a b b i t s  coming up i n  my f ace .  I ' d  throw up today,  
I couldn ' t  t ake  i t .  I can remember smel l ing  i t  y e t .  Well, we'd go 
hunt ing.  I remember towards t h e  fa i rgrounds  where they  used t o  hau l  
manure on a barbed-wire fence  and a l o t  o f  t h e  s t r aw  would hang over.  
Well, I kind of made a tunnel .  A l o t  of r a b b i t s  run  along them tunne l s  
underneath t h a t  wi re ,  s ee .  And i t  was n i c e  and warm under t h e r e ,  no 
snow o r  nothing under t h e r e ,  s ee .  When we'd go wi th  a dog, t h e  dog 
would smell  them out  and they 'd g e t  ou t  and run. Nobody had any dog 
could outrun a r a b b i t .  But we had one b i g  dog one t ime t h a t  was p r e t t y  
c lo se ,  bu t  a r a b b i t  could out run  him. See, a r a b b i t ,  they  bound, you 
know, l i k e  those  an te lope ,  they jump. 

Q. Were you a p r e t t y  good hunter  Cory? 

A. I used t o  love t o  hunt .  Then I and my dog a l o t  of t imes,  j u s t  
no gun o r  nothing,  snow on t h e  ground, f i v e  o r  s i x  inches  of snow, 
and j u s t  go way out  i n  t h e  woods, j u s t  walk wi th  t h e  dog. Maybe t h e  
dog would ge t  a r a b b i t  up o r  something o r  o t h e r .  J u s t  so many times 
I thought back, l y i n g  i n  bed t h e r e ,  j u s t  a l l  by myself and the  dogs. 
J u s t  walk out  around i n  t h e  country wi th  them. 

I remember one time t h e r e  was seven roads going south .  I walked ac ros s  
a l l  them br idges  where t h a t  c reek  run under t h e r e ,  and got a l o t  of 
f rogs ,  you know. Get them f r o g  l e g s ,  they 'd c o l l e c t  a d o l l a r  and a 
h a l f  a p a i r ,  you know. I got a l o t  of f rogs  and h e l l  I couldn ' t  g e t  
nothing f o r  them. Spent a l l  t h a t  t ime,  

Q .  So t h e r e  were a l o t  of woods around where you l i v e d .  

A. Well, yes .  I n  those  days t h e r e  was a l o t  of t imber .  But I used 
t o  l ove  go t o  t h e  country,  maybe seven o r  e i g h t  mi l e s  ou t .  Right 
up around where I was born t h e r e  wasn ' t  no timber much, t he re .  North 
of t h e r e  about four  o r  f i v e  mi l e s ,  up around t h e  Okaw River  t h e r e  was 
q u i t e  a b i t  of t imber.  And then  south ,  south  and e s p e c i a l l y  sou theas t ,  
t h a t ' s  down towards Marilyn, t h a t ' s  s t i l l  got  a l o t  of t imber.  You 
go through a l o t  of t imber going t o  Mari lyn 's .  Beau t i fu l  country i t  
was. 

Q .  What r i v e r  was t h a t ?  

A .  Okaw, Okaw, s t i l l  running. We used t o  k i d  about i t .  There was 
a l i t t l e  town up t h e r e  c a l l e d  Cooks M i l l .  And during t h e  Spanish- 
American War we were t a l k i n g  about t h e  Spanish f l e e t  come up t h e  
Okaw River and bombarded Cooks M i l l .  ( l augh te r )  
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Q. So you went t o  school  u n t i l  you were i n  e i g h t h  grade. 

A. Yes, a f t e r  t h e  Cent ra l  School, t h a t  ended i t .  Then I went t o  work. 

Q.  What types  t h ings  d id  they  teach  you i n  school? 

A. Well, j u s t  t h e  r e g u l a r ,  see .  One t h i n g  I remember, and I th ink  
of i t  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  is  physiology. They s a i d ,  "Don't wash the dood down 
with too  much dr ink ."  Because I ' m  such a g r e a t  e a t e r  t h a t  I t h i n k  of 
t h a t  s ee .  Don't wash t h e  food down wi th  too  much d r ink .  

But I enjoyed school .  I was t r e a t e d  w e l l  because I was popular because 
I could draw. I don ' t  know. I had a l o t  of n a t u r a l  t a l e n t  t h a t  a 
l o t  of young people i n  t hose  days d i d n ' t  have, p e r t a i n i n g  t o  drawing. 
I could draw most anything,  s ee .  I had a n a t u r a l  s t r o k e .  I remember 
when I went t o  Chicago I was t a l k i n g  wi th  t h e  a r t i s t  wi th  t h e  o l d  
Chicago Interocean.  "Oh boy," he s a i d ,  "You ought t o  go t o  a r t  co l l ege .  
Boy t h a t  swing you got of t h a t  arm. You'd r e a l l y  be something." But 
I w a s  j u s t  l ack ing ,  you know. I: j u s t  d i d n ' t  g e t  anywhere, d i d n ' t  go. 
But I would have been a g r e a t  a r t i s t  i f  I ' d  ever  went t o  a r t  school  
and l ea rned  shading and d e t a i l .  

Q. T e l l  me  more about be ing  i n  school  and c l a s s e s .  

A .  W e l l ,  1 remember we l l  i n  school  t h e r e  was always a l o t  of tough 
guys i n  school .  I remember t h e r e  a f e l low by t h e  name of Fred Sweat- 
enham. That w a s  h i s  name, Sweatenham. H i s  f a t h e r  was a r a i l r o a d  
engineer .  And he  went t o  South School and then  h e  went up t o  Cent ra l  
School. And when we got up t h e r e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  was a woman name of 
Pape. Then t h e r e  was an  I r i s h  woman the re .  Her name was Heffernan. 
She w a s  husky. I was i n  t h e  same school  wi th  him i n  t h e  same c l a s s .  
And he  s t a r t e d  t o  p u l l  some of t hose  th ings  he pul led  i n  t h e  o t h e r  
school ,  and she r e a l l y  took him, boy. (laugh) Yes, she  made him 
l i k e  it. She r e a l l y  took him. She cooled him o f f .  She was b i g  and 
husky, you know. I remember, l a i d  h i s  hands down, h i t  h i s  back of 
h i s  hands wi th  a r u l e r  on t h e  edge you know, on t h e  desk. Made him 
l i k e  i t .  He'd t r y  t o  g e t  up and s o ,  she 'd  push him back down. She 
was husky. She could handle him. He d i d n ' t  ge t  away with a l l  t h a t .  
Otherwise he 'd  j u s t  run over t h e  o t h e r  t eache r s ,  you know, they  was 
a f r a i d  of him I guess.  

Q. What d id  they teach  you? You s a i d  physiology. 

A. Well, yes ,  physiology, t h e  t h r e e  R'S, reading ,  and wr i t i ng ,  a r i t h -  
metic .  I n  school  a r i t h m e t i c  was hard  f o r  m e .  Long d i v i s i o n  was hard 
f o r  m e .  I j u s t  couldn ' t  s e e  through i t ,  see .  That ' s  t h e  main th ing .  
That long d i v i s i o n ,  i t  means something, you know. It was hard f o r  me 
t o  see through i t .  And it  seems a s  though, i n  my b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
t h a t  I was neglec ted  the re .  That they  d i d n ' t  f i n d  out  t h a t  I wasn't  
l e a r n i n g ,  see. And they  promoted me on, on and on. F i n a l l y  I got  
way up t h e r e  so  I, I coudln ' t  do anything when I got  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  
e igh th  grade. What I missed down t h e r e  I needed see .  And I read so 
much about i t  i n  t h e  
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schools  today about  t h e  t eache r s .  They promote them and they don ' t  
know nothing.  They c a n ' t  even read,  they  say,  some of them i n  h igh  
school .  They're out  of high school  and they  can ' t  even read .  But 
I could always read  and r e c i t e  s p e l l i n g .  I was a good s p e l l e r ,  bu t  
a r i t h m e t i c  was t h e  hard t h i n g  f o r  me. 

And then  t imes got  hard and so  many t imes I went t o  school  and I was 
hungry, see .  And t h a t  had something t o  do with i t ,  too.  T was i n  
school ,  I was s i t t i n g  t h e r e  hungry, see .  It was hard t o  concent ra te  
when you was hungry. And then  l a t e r  on when I was e leven  yea r s  o l d ,  
t h a t  a i n ' t  very o l d ,  you know. And you l o s e  your mother and s t i l l  
going t o  school ,  see .  And my f a t h e r  was gone a l o t  and you go back 
and f o r t h  and you f i x  your own . . . 
I can remember w e  had a gaso l ine  s tove .  And I ' v e  o f t e n  wondered 
how i n  t h e  world we d i d n ' t  blow t h e  house up with t h a t  t h ing .  You 
know you'd open up t h e  gaso l ine ,  i n  those  days the  gaso l ine  was c l e a r  
l i k e  water ,  s e e ,  i n t o  a l i t t l e  cup. Then you l i g h t  t h e  cup and t h a t  
burns up a g a i n s t  t h i s  burner .  Then you t u r n  t h e  burner  on, t h e  bu rne r ' s  
no t  on, you t u r n  t h e  burner  on a f t e r  t h i s  cup burns ou t .  Then l i g h t  
t h e  burner ,  i t  burns b lue .  You ge t  h e a t ,  s ee .  That was t h e  persuader  
o r  t h e ,  oh, l i k e  warning up an engine,  see. You cou ldn ' t  g e t  t h a t  
b lue  b l aze  un le s s  t h a t  burner  was w a r m ,  see, Then a f t e r  your burner 
was warm, you'd t u r n  on t h e  gas,  then  t h e  burner  would s t a r t  hea t ing  
i t s  own burner ,  then  you'd g e t  a good hot  flame, see.  

And I can remember, u s  k i d s ,  a l l  of us  would run t h a t  s tove .  A l l  t h e  
g i r l s  and myself would run i t .  Never had a f i r e .  Never ever  had no 
t r o u b l e  with t h a t  s tove ,  gaso l ine ,  God, fumes, you know. Might have 
l e f t  i t  on o r  something. But never  eve r ,  ever  had a f i r e  and no 
acc iden t s  of any type ,  a l l  of us  wi th  t h a t  gaso l ine  s tove .  

Q. So you d i d  q u i t e  a bit of your own cooking. 

A .  Yes, oh yes  we d i d .  Y e s  we a l l  run t h a t  s tove .  The b igger  ones 
of us  t h a t  was. 

Q. What d id  you cook mostly? 

A. Oh I know we a t e  a l o t  of oatmeal.  And w e  used t o  cook a l o t  of 
mush. Then I used t o  go t o  school  and I ' d  come home and I ' d  g e t  a 
b i g  brown jug, had a s t r a p  and a handle.  And I ' d  walk out  t o  t h e  
northwest p a r t  of Mattoon. It was about t h r e e  mi les  and a h a l f  mi l e s  
and g e t  t h a t  jug of milk and then  walk back wi th  i t ,  see .  And we'd 
have mush and milk,  mush and milk, mush and milk, s ee .  Times were 
hard,  s e e  and I ' m  t a l k i n g  about when t imes were hard,  see .  And t h a t  
w a s  no meat no bread nor  nothing.  It was j u s t  make mush and we'd 
have some, bakery bread,  and bread and milk,  bread and milk. We j u s t  
l i v e d  on those .  I guess i t  was p r e t t y  good, though. I ' v e  go t t en  
p r e t t y  good. I ' v e  l i v e d  p r e t t y  good. A l l  my s i s t e r s  a l l  l i v e d  i n  
the e i g h t i e s ,  so  I guess i t  d i d n ' t  h u r t  us .  








































































































































































