PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of tape recorded interviews conducted by
Joseph Eby for the Oral History Office during the fall of 1979. Joseph
Eby transcribed the memoir and he and Nancy Coghburn edited the transcript.
Marilyn Chancellor reviewed the transcript.

Edwin E. Cory was born near Mattoon, Tllinois in Coles County on December 5,
1883. His full life has included schooling through the eighth grade,

living in Chicago and many occupations, which have ranged from delivery

boy, to travelling salesman, to an expert in energy diversion for the
Central Illinois Public Service. Mr. Cory began working with CIPS when

it was first formed and tells of its early days. He also worked for
twenty-six years as the doorman at the Lincoln Theatre.

Mr. Cory's favorite avocation was the raising, training, and racing of
standard bred horses. He and his father owned, trained, and raised the
World's Champion Pacer "Dexter Sym," which paced to the U.S. and European
records.

The'stories he tells and his comments and comparisons on life in the late
19th Century and today offer a unique perspective on his life and what
happened around him.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a trans-
cript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator, and editor
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style.that'-is inherent in
such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not responsible

for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed
therein; they are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may not be reproduced in whole or in part by any means,
electronic or mechanical, without the permission in writing from the
Oral History Office, Sangamon State University, Springfield, Illinois,
62708.
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Edwin E. Cory, October 30, 1979, Springfield, Illinois.

Joseph H. Eby, Interviewer.

Q. Cory, will you tell me what year you were born and where you were
born?

A, I was born on a farm, December 5, 1883, near Mattoon in Coles
County, Illinois.

Q. And about how far from Mattoon was the farm?
A. Three miles in the country, yes.
Q. And who were your parents?

A. Well, William E. Cory and Mary Cory, Mary Powell Cory, yes. Miss
Powell was the maiden name.

Q. And how many brothers and sisters did you have?
A. T had four sisters, all younger.
Q. You were the oldest of your family, the oldest son.
A. I'm the oldest, ves.

Q. And what brought your father to Coles County? Was he born there?
A. Well, that I wouldn't know exactly. 1I've never really known much
history about it, but I know he is of British and Irish descendant,

I know that. And his folks lived in a log-house a block off of the
square in Charleston, Illinois. '

And as a young boy he went into the country to work on the Alison farm.
The Alison farm was south of Charleston about six miles, and I might
add, was adjacent to the Tom Lincoln farm, Abraham Lincoln's father.

My father knew Tom Lincoln and he knew Abraham Lincoln well. They

were friends.

Q. I see, and what did your father do on the farm? You say he went
out to work on the farm.

A, Well just regular farm work, just regular farm work.

Q. He was like a hired hand.
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A. Split rails and the other. That sort of thing for the times, you
know. Split rails, everything was all wood fire in those days, fire-
place, see.

Q. And you say he knew Tom Lincoln.

A, Yes, he knew Tom Lincoln, Abraham Lincoln's father well. The
Alison farm was adjacent to the Lincoln farm.

Q. Did he ever tell you about Mr. Lincoln?

A. Yes, we were talking one time, and he stated to me that so many

of the historians ridicule Tom Lincoln, Lincoln's father, that he was
dildtory. And my father says he was anything but dilatory. He always
had the best horses, had the nicest home, lots of friends, and was

one worthy of knowing. He considered him a first class man, a high
class man, for that time in those early days.

Q. Well, tell me if you would Cory, what was the farm like where
you grew up?

A. Well, it was up on sort of a knoll. It was high ground. Not
real high, but high ground. And I remember it was a little one story
weatherboard house. Course, it's been gone for years. It burnt down
years and years ago. But I got old enough to remember the house,
seeing it again after I left there. Where my folks lived on the
farm—-I'm reminded that the farm belonged to my mother. She heired
the farm. Her father was a big land owner. When he passed away, he
willed so many acres to each and every child. There was three boys
and five girls.

Q. And how big a farm was it?

A, Well, I would say there was probably about twenty-four thousand
acres altogether, his acreage was about twenty-four thousand acres.
And it run right up to the city limits. His property run right up to
the western city limits of Mattoon.

Q. And what type of things did your father raise on the farm?

A. Well, it was mostly corn, and no beans in those days. Just corn
and oats, and wheat. He raised a few hogs.

Q. Did he have any other animals besides hogs?
A, Oh yes, we had horses for farm work.
Q. Now what was your family life like?

A. Oh, I had a good family life. I had a fine mother, and my dad
didn't have much of an education, but he had a lot of character! He
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was a fine man. A lot of people respected him. He was a fine man,
didn't smoke nor drink, nor carry on. Always took care of his family.

Q. Can you expand a little bit on that? Was he a disciplinarian?
Did he keep you kids in line?

A. Yes, he attended church regularly; sang in the church choir, had
a great tenor voice, read the Bible at home; and we always went to
Sunday School and church every Sunday. He was strict in a way, but
not cruel. We had to toe the line, but he was a good father.

Q. And what about your mother?

A. Well, oh T had a good mother all right. You couldn't beat her.
My mother passed away when I was eleven vears of age. And seems as
though I recall that she was sick a lot, (pause) but was a good house-
keeper and could bake good bread. And always thought a lot of her
children.

Q. So you would say that she loved you very much.

A. Oh yes, she was a good, kind mother.

Q. How did she pass away, Cory?

A. Well, for years and years I didn't know until 1947. She passed
away, [from] childbirth. I was a small boy, they told me she had

stomach trouble. Is that on? (machine turned off)

Q. (machine turned on) What was it like, Cory, to grow up without
your mother?

A. Well, my father never married again and he raised us children.
The youngest, Louise, was just a babe in arms. My Uncle Will and my
mother's brother's wife took and raised her, the little babe. She
raised her. And she's the one that just passed away in Indianapolis,
about three or four months ago. She was 84 years old.

Q. So your aunt raised your sister.

A, The youngest one, yes. The babe.

Q. And how long did she take care of your sister?

A. Well, I guess probably about eighteen years. She was about eighteen

years old when she got married. She was there with them on the farm.
They were farmers, on the old Powell homestead. They were right on
the Powell homestead. That's where they lived. She lived there, went
to school in town, back and forth, just like my mother used to do.
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Q. What types of responsibilities did you have with the family?

A. Myself?

Q. Yes, you as the oldest somn.

A, Well, of course, I carried the coal and all that stuff. Helped
my mother wash. T had steam coming up in my face, I thought it was
terrible. I thought it was killing me. (laughter)

Q. What do you mean? You had a . . .

A, A washing machine, round like this, and then corrugated strips
across, you know. Then there's pockets down on the side. Then when
you let that down, up here was a handle, see, and you just rocked it
back and forth. When you did, that fit that lower part, and between
that and the other was the clothes, see. [There was] nothing there,
it was all wide open, all that steam, odor and everything come right
up in your face. '

Q. How big around was this thing?

A. Well, about three feet across and about two feet wide, maybe two
and a half feet wide.

Q. And it was all boiling hot water?

A, Hot water, yes, old lye soap.

Q. Now you said you had how many sisters?

A. Four Sisters.

Q. Four sisters and the one grew up in Indianapolis.

A. No, she grew up in Mattoon, on a farm at Mattoon. She got married,
then moved to Indianapolis. My mother's brother Ira lived in Indiana-
polis. My sister married a fellow, name of Charles White. He was in
the automobile business, and after they got married they moved to
Indianapolis. He did pretty well over there. He went to California
two or three times and then went back to Indianapolis. He couldn't
make a go of it in California like he could in Indianapolis. He

went back to Indianapolis.

Q. What was your relationship like with your sisters?

A, It was a good relationship with my sisters, oh ves.

Q. What were your sisters' names?

A, The oldest was Ada, Anna, Adele, and Louise.
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Q. And did you take care of them and watch after them?

A, Well, yes. With me being the only boy I was working all the time,
80 T wasn't home too much. But I can remember being around home a
lot at that. At times my father was gone a long time. He had horses,
and he'd leave town and be gone two or three weeks at a time. And
I'd kind of run things, see, I and my older sister.

Q. What was the difference of age between you and your sisters?
A. Well, only about two and a half years.
Q. Between you and Ada.

A. Yes, and the oldest sister, yes, and so on down. And my sister
Anna was about two years younger, and Adele, and down to Louise. I
was just eleven years old when my mother passed away. So you can see
the children were all small. The youngest girl was just a babe in
arms, Louise.

Q. And your father was a farmer.

A. No, he was [earlier], but he always liked horses, and he bought
some race horses and finally got to train horses. He got real good,
and had a lot of success with harness horses, not thoroughbreds,
standardbred, harness horses. T can remember he had horses, and then
trained horses for other people for years.

Q. He owned his own horses.

A. Yes, some of the time. Some of the time he'd have his own horses
and somebody elses horses, too. There was more than one horse, you
see. There'd be maybe ten or twelve horses in the stable. Maybe
he'd own two or three, and the rest of them would belong to somebody
else,

Q. 8o how many horses would you say your father had at one time?

A. Wéll, not over four or five, not a lot of horses. Maybe four or
five was the most at one time. Sometimes there would only be one.
[If he]had one good one there'd just be one, see.

Q. And you helped him.

A. Yes I did. I helped a lot. Seems to me——TI have thought back
many times——he kind of kept me away. He was afraid T would become
involved, and just afraid I'd become a horeseman, too.

Q. Was it not real promising?

A. Well, it was a lot of hard work in those days, a lot of walking.
Walking a horse, cooling a horse. There's a lot of walking, cooling
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a horse out, see. I used to have to walk the horses. So I didn't
want to get into the horse business. ZLong hours, twelve, eighteen
hours a day, see, early in the morning, way into night. Had a good
horse, you'd have bandages on the legs that were supposed to come
off,say at eight or nine o'clock at night, and we'd have to go back
out there and take them off. We always had good horses, had a lot of
good horses, because he took care of them.

Q. Now you said that you hauled coal around to the stove.

A, No, I never hauled coal. T carried coal to the stove. We had
what we call coal buckets, you know.

Q. What did you do like that around the house?

A. Well, in the summertime, I cut the grass. I was the only boy and
some girls, and there'd be girls coming there to visit them. 1I'd
take off and go someplace, see, I wouldn't be around all them girls.

Q. What was it like growing up in Mattoon?

A. Well, it was pretty much like a small town. See, Mattoon was about
fifteen thousand for years and years and years. It just never grew,

it was about fifteen thousand. It's from about eighteen to twenty
thousand now. Then in the wintertime my father would buy cattle. You
couldn't race in the wintertime like they do now. He'd buy cattle and
sell cattle, sometimes just for himself, and sell to an individual or
for a sale or something, see.

Q. Did you go to school in town?

A. T went to school in Mattoon, yves. I went to the eighth grade.
I have only an eighth grade education. Then I had to go to work.
Then T went to work.

Q. What was the school like? Where was it?

A. Well, I went to two different schools, what we called South School.
It was a four-room, big brick building, just four rooms. And I went
clear through that school. Then right straight north from this school,
five blocks—-situated the same as this school--five blocks north is
what they call Central School. That had sixteen rooms. That was

three stories, and a brick building, and steam heat. In the old

school we had stove heat. We had to carry the coal. [We had] moni-
tors, you know, carrying out the ashes, firing the stove, and cleaning
the erasers for the blackboard. In those days, the blackboard was
just a black painted plaster wall. That was the blackboard, see.

And it didn't clean very good. It was kind of rough, see. It didn't
clean like slate. Later when I got to Central, we had slate black-
boards up there. That to me seemed like an awful large school. It
was sixteen rooms, and steam heat. And I was elected mayor of that
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school because I could draw pretty good. I was a pretty good drawer.
Q. You were mayor of the school.

A. Mayor of the school, yes. And they held court. And I sat as the
judge when they'd hold court, see. I was the mayor, yes. And of
course I was popular because there was nobody could draw like I could
draw, see. And 1'd visit all the rooms during the holidays like
Thanksgiving and Christmas. And draw turkeys and Santa Claus, and
reindeers, and all that stuff on the blackboards; holly and the red
berries and all that stuff. I could draw pretty good. 1I'd copy a
lot of stuff. I could see stuff and then copy it, see.
|

Q. So you say you were pretty popular, you had a lot of friends.

A. Well, yes, yes, in school. T enjoyed school. T would like to
have went on in school. A lot of my cousins all went to high school,
Harry and Ira and Hayes Owensby and (pause) Harry, just come to me,
Harry Powell. That's the one, he's the guy, ain't nobody ever could
walk like he walked. Today they have that walking, you know in the
Olympics. I'd like to see that fellow, them walk with him today.
Man, that guy could really walk. The way they walk now, they look
like they're rumning, but he walked. Boy, he could walk.

Q. So, tell me about some of your friends.
A, Well . . .
Q. Did you get into a lot of trouble?

A. Well, a block and a half from where we lived was a family by the
name of Harmony. O. C. Harmony was Mr. Harmony. You know, and the
women talked about her. She had beautiful hair, wiry hair, see. Mr.
Harmony, he was the old type with the whiskers and everything, but a
neat dresser, and very strict. And when the boys would eat, they
couldn't go out and play. They had to sit and read for thirty minutes
after they ate. They couldn't go out and play right away. He looked
after them, see. And then later years, when they got a little older,
they had a hardware store, and then Mr. Harmony passed away, then the
boys had the store. I think they still own that store, still own that
building in Mattoon. The estate does. And I worked for them in the
store, two or three years, before I went to Chicago.

Q. What types of thing did you do with your friends?
A, Well, you mean the store?

Q. No, just anything.

A. Well . . .

Q. What did you do for entertainment?
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A. Well, oh, we used to do a lot of playing, ves. Oh yes. I was
thinking=-in the rear from where I lived was a lot back there and

there was a big haystack. Log strut——then they had had logs in like--
then they put the hay in that where those braces went up, see. And

oh how we used to play, I was lying in bed thinking about it the other
day. And finally someone, after two or three years, somebody set it

on fire, see. And that wound up our playing there, see. People name
of Hayes owned that. Oh, around there kids were always doing something.
I used to have a shoot to shoots in my back yard. We tore down a big
barn, I had a lot of lumber and T had a shoot to shoot. And then we
used to take and dig a hole in the ground and put a metal top over it
and bhuild a fire in under there and leave one end open at the far end.
And then we'd bake potatoes, just eat them. There was goot and all

all over our face where we'd eat them. You wouldn't ever think about
eating them like that in the house, would you? Just cook them yourself
see and eat them. No salt or nothing on them, just eat them. (laughter)

Q. What's a shoot to shoot?

A. Well, that's like any of these amusement parks, you know, where
they go up and down with cars. And they tore down a barn and my dad
put up a fence back there about eight foot high. So I run two sixteen
foot two-by-fours up there to a platform and a ladder in behind the
fence. Walk up the ladder and get on that shoot to shoot. And I took
the trough from front of the pump, put cross pieces which act as an
ax}le, see, then put a flange on it so they would stay on the track.

And in the wintertime there was frost on there and boy you'd really

go down there. In the summertime there was no frost so we used to
grease that and ride it in the summertime. You didn't ride very far,
about a hundred feet maybe a hundred twenty-five feet. Sometimes, boy,
I tell you boy you'd really go down there in the winter when there's
frost on that, boy, you'd really go down there. You'd really go too
fast. You'd just run down there with no place, just run off the track,
see.

Q. Did it go just straight down?

A, Oh, there'd be a bunch of kids come down, yes. No, it went .down,
see, (drawing). TI'll try and angle it. Of course this is the fence.
Then your ladder is behind the fence and these boards are all along
across here, see. There'd be a post up here and then you'd kind of
fix a platform here in front of that post. And then your rumner would
go down like this, see, and then down to a box, we'll say, down here,
see, sitting up on a box maybe three feet high, see. Then-~that would
be, that's the end of these two-by~fours were here, see, to this,

Then you're on this box, see you couldn't go to the ground. It was
too abrupt to go to the ground, go to the box, then you still got
angle, see, to travel, see. And when you'd get way down at the end
here there was no more track, you just went off into the ground, see.
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You'd take that, it was a trough (drawing). It was like that, see.
Your pump set up here, your spout was down here and the water went
in this and run off, see. 8o I took that and put pieces on both
sides (drawing), then right underneath here, right on a line with
this, I put a flange in there, see; just nailed it on. It acts as,
see what I mean. So when you're on this, going down on this it
wouldn't leave the track. That acts as a flange, like a wheel, a
flange on a wheel on the railroad.

Q. So it tips back and forward.

A. Yes, it'll stay on and you sit down in that. Tt was a nice size
and then you held on to the handle, see. And I nailed some little
strips along there, along this edge, so you could hold on, get ahold
of it. I nailed some strips on the edge here, so you could hang on,
see. You couldn't just hold on to the edge. (laugh) My dad never
scolded me or anything for taking that trough from front of the pump.

Q. How big was that trough?

A. Well (pause) it was about thirty-six inches, this way. (length)
And this wasn't only about six inches high. These side pleces were
only about six inches high, see. And I remember that one I got was
just that shape. It was rounded toward the front and then the pump
set right up here, see. (pause-laugh) And I always thought how well
that fit.

Then, what always fooled me was, when we got here, you see; when they
got right here, vou come down here. So I had cut the pieces, I had

to fasten them two~by-fours on the outside here, see. So then I
couldn't fasten them on the inside, because these flanges here would
hit the piece on the inside. So I put them on the outside, see. This
come down here, this would come down, then out, there's a break right
there. And those were two-by-fours.

These are two-by-fours, see, real two-by-fours, not like the two=-by-
fours today. They call them two-by-fours, they're not two-by-fours.
In those days they were really two inches wide and four inches high,
see. And today a two-by-four is only about an inch and a half across
the top and only about two and a quarter inches high, see. Two by
four is two inches wide, four inches high. And they don't make them
like that today. They call them two-by-fours, but they're not two-by-
fours at all.

Q. So you started up here about how high?

A. Oh, that was about--nine or ten feet high up on this fence here,
yes. And a lot of the kids all around the neighborhood had them, but
they didn't anybody have one as high as mine. 8o I had a lot of fellows
wanting to ride mine, because mine was high, really travel, see. It

was sixteen feet down here to this. You'd hit that, boy I'1l tell




Edwin E. Cory 10

you, and there was frost on it, you really got a ride.
Q. So, what else did you do?

A. Oh I remember we used to go hunting. Over next door to me was a
fellow, Hershel Parrish, we used to hunt rabbits. And I used to hold
them up by the legs and he used to skin them. And that odor from

that "0000" them hot rabbits coming up in my face. 1I'd throw up today,
I couldn't take it. I can remember smelling it yet. Well, we'd go
hunting. I remember towards the fairgrounds where they used to haul
manure on a barbed-wire fence and a lot of the straw would hang over.
Well, I kind of made a tunnel. A lot of rabbits run along them tunnels
underneath that wire, see. And it was nice and warm under there, no
snow or nothing under there, see. When we'd go with a dog, the dog
would smell them out and they'd get out and run. Nobody had any dog
could outrun a rabbit. But we had one big dog one time that was pretty
close, but a rabbit could outrun him. See, a rabbit, they bound, you
know, like those antelope, they jump.

Q. Were you a pretty good hunter Cory?

A. I used to love to hunt. Then I and my dog a lot of times, just
no gun or nothing, snow on the ground, five or six inches of snow,
and just go way out in the woods, just walk with the dog. Maybe the
dog would get a rabbit up or something or other. Just so many times
I thought back, lying in bed there, just all by myself and the dogs.
Just walk out around in the country with them.

I remember one time there was seven roads going south. T walked across
all them bridges where that creek run under there, and got a lot of
frogs, you know. Get them frog legs, they'd collect a dollar and a
half a pair, you know. I got a lot of frogs and hell I couldn't get
nothing for them. Spent all that time.

Q. So there were a lot of woods around where you lived.

A. Well, ves. 1In those days there was a lot of timber. But I used

to love go to the country, maybe seven or eight miles out. Right

up around where I was born there wasn't no timber much, there. North
of there about four or five miles, up around the Okaw River there was
quite a bit of timber. And then south, south and especially southeast,
that's down towards Marilyn, that's still got a lot of timber. You

go through a lot of timber going to Marilyn's. Beautiful country it
was.

Q. What river was that?

A. Okaw, Okaw, still running. We used to kid about it. There was
a little town up there called Cooks Mill. And during the Spanish-
American War we were talking about the Spanish fleet come up the
Okaw River and bombarded Cooks Mill. (laughter)
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Q. So you went to school until you were in eighth grade.
A. Yes, after the Central School, that ended it. Then I went to work.
Q. What types things did they teach you in school?

A, Well, just the regular, see. One thing I remember, and I think

of it quite often, .is physiology. They said, "Don't wash the flood dowm
with too much drink." Because I'm such a great eater that I think of
that see. Don't wash the food down with too much drink.

But I enjoved school. I was treated well because I was popular because
I could draw. I don't know. T had a lot of natural talent that a

lot of young people in those days didn't have, pertaining to drawing.

I could draw most anything, see. I had a natural stroke. I remember
when I went to Chicago I was talking with the artist with the old
Chicago Interocean. ''Oh boy," he said, "You ought to go to art college.
Boy that swing you got of that arm. You'd really be something." But

I was just lacking, you know. I just didn't get anywhere, didn't go.
But I would have been a great artist if I'd ever went to art school

and learned shading and detail.

Q. Tell me more about being in school and classes.

A, Well, I remember well in school there was always a lot of tough
guys in school. I remember there a fellow by the name of Fred Sweat-
enham. That was his name, Sweatenham. His father was a railroad
engineer. And he went to South School and then he went up to Central
School. And when we got up there the principal was a woman name of
Pape. Then there was an Irish woman there. Her name was Heffernan.
She was husky. I was in the same school with him in the same class.
And he started to pull some of those things he pulled in the other
school, and she really took him, boy. (laugh) Yes, she made him
like it. She really took him. She cooled him off. She was big and
husky, you know. T remember, laid his hands down, hit his back of
his hands with a ruler on the edge you know, on the desk. Made him
like it. He'd try to get up and so, she'd push him back down. She
was husky. She could handle him. He didn't get away with all that.
Otherwise he'd just rum over the other teachers, you know, they was
afraid of him I guess.

Q. What did they teach you? You said physiology.

A. Well, yes, physiology, the three R's, reading, and writing, arith-
metic. In school arithmetic was hard for me. Long division was hard
for me. I just couldn't see through it, see. That's the main thing.
That long division, it means something, you know. It was hard for me
to see through it. And it seems as though, in my best recollection,
that I was neglected there. That they didn't find out that I wasn't
learning, see. And they promoted me on, on and on. Finally T got

way up there so I, I coudln't do anything when I got up there in the
eighth grade. What 1 missed down there 1 needed see. And I read so

much about it in the
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schools today about the teachers. They promote them and they don't
know nothing. They can't even read, they say, some of them in high
school. They're out of high school and they can't even read. But
I could always read and recite spelling. I was a good speller, but
arithmetic was the hard thing for me.

And then times got hard and so many times I went to school and T was
hungry, see. And that had something to do with it, too. I was in
school, I was sitting there hungry, see. It was hard to concentrate
when you was hungry. And then later on when I was eleven years old,
that ain't very old, you know. And you lose your mother and still
going to school, see. And my father was gone a lot and you go back
and forth and you fix your own . . .

I can remember we had a gasoline stove. And I've often wondered

how in the world we didn't blow the house up with that thing. You
know you'd open up the gasoline, in those days the gasoline was clear
like water, see, into a little cup. Then you light the cup and that
burns up against this burner. Then you turn the burner on, the burner's
not on, you turn the burner on after this cup burns out. Then light
the burner, it burns blue. You get heat, see. That was the persuader
or the, oh, like warming up an engine, see. You couldn't get that
blue blaze unless that burner was warm, see. Then after your burner
was warm, you'd turn on the gas, then the burner would start heating
its own burner, then you'd get a good hot flame, see:

And I can remember, us kids, all of us would run that stove. All the
girls and myself would run it. Never had a fire. Never ever had mno
trouble with that stove, gasoline, God, fumes, you know. Might have
left it on or something. But never ever, ever had a fire and no
accidents of any type, all of us with that gasoline stove.

Q. So you did quite a bit of your own cooking.

A. Yes, oh yes we did. Yes we all run that stove. The bigger ones
of us that was.

Q. What did you cook mostly?

A. Oh T know we ate a lot of oatmeal. And we used to cook a lot of
mush., Then I used to go to school and I'd come home and 1'd get a
big brown jug, had a strap and a handle. And I'd walk out to the
northwest part of Mattoon. It was about three miles and a half miles
and get that jug of milk and then walk back with it, see. And we'd
have mush and milk, mush and milk, mush and milk, see. Times were
hard, see and I'm talking about when times were hard, see. And that
was no - meat no bread nor nothing. It was just make mush and we'd
have some, bakery bread, and bread and milk, bread and milk. We just
lived on those. I guess it was pretty good, though. TI've gotten
pretty good. I've lived pretty good. All my sisters all lived in
the eighties, so I guess it didn't hurt us.
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Q. Mattoon was about fifteen thousand?

A. Right, I can remember Mattoon's been fifteen thousand for years.
See Charleston is almost twice as old as Mattoon, but Mattoon's always
been larger. Because Mattoon was the railroad town, see. It was the
terminal for three rallroads, see. The Cleveland, (Cincinnatti,
Chicago and St. Louis, C.C.C.&St.L, The'"Big Four" and the Illinois
Central, and the Peoria, Decatur and Evansville. See it was the
terminal for three railroads, see.

And it was called "Railroad Town," see lot's of transit. Lots of
transit there. Had big depots, yes. Of course I can remember that
"Big Four." ©Now it's the New York Central. Oh a great big machine
shop. T don't know whether that big building's out there vet. For
the machinists, you know. And then the car repair where they parked
coaches, boxcars. Oh my, they worked a lot of people. That's why
Mattoon was way ahead of Charleston. Most all them people all worked
for the railroads, see. I can sit here right now and I can just hear
that engine in the wintertime, full and just starting out of town.
(Making train sounds) T can just hear it yet. Funny I can just see
the engine. And cold, you know cold how a sound will carry, see. It
didn't have too many cars, maybe about thirty-five. (laughs) Now
they got one hundred and fifty.

Q. What else was the town like? Was it a typical town?

A, Well, yes, it was a good business and a lot of commercial there.

See, they had a good, big business district. Business district was

seven, eight blocks long, see. Business on both sides and business

at the intersections. The Clark Foundry, Chuse Engine Works, that
was one of the finest engines, high-speed engines ever made, non-releasing
gorelessand they shipped those engines practically all over the world.
They were very expensive. It was a high-grade machine. My oldest
sister's husband was a millwright there then. Here in Springfield
they had four or five of them here for the old state plant when it
used to be on Monroe Street right there by the armory, there on
Monroe Street. They had four or five of those engines there.

You could see them run, not a sound. They were something. Most of
them all had an engine, a flywheel, and then a belt to a dynamo.
With the Chuse engine, the dynamo was built right in at the wheel,
see, s80 there was no lost motion. And that's why it run so quiet.
No belt or nothing, right on that shaft with that flywheel, see.
Well, you know old man Chuse, oh he really had something for that
type of engine. And he kept making those and making those and
finally there was just no demand for a steam engine. And he damn
near went broke.

Now over in Quincy they had a similar, Gardnmer——can't think of that
name. One of the names was Gardner. And they had engines they
shipped, but it wasn't as good a engine, but they sold a lot of
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them. They had some right here in Springfield. They sold a lot
called Ide--Ide. But the towns that could come up with the money,
they all bought Chuses, see, Chuse Engines. And then see like the
state and all that. And--I had something in mind there. (pause)
That's funny. (pause) Those other engines, they were what they called
a coreless. There was something about the coreless.

END OF TAPE ONE, STIDE ONE

Q. They were called a non-releasing cerelass?

A. Non-releasing coreless, yes. All the others were what they called
coreless, I don't know what that means. But I know that's what they
always called it, non-releasing coreless. It was the only one made,
see. It was a high-grade engine. And then they made a big upright
diesel. And the state had one over there with six or seven of them
non-releasing corelesses, One of the first diesels they made at Chuse
was over here at the state. In that building right there by the armory
there on Monroe Street. Because they used to use all that juice for
the governor's mansion here and all. Is that recording that?

Q. Now, were the roads paved in Mattoon?

A. Well, yes. Downtown they paved Broadway, Charleston, that's the
first street south, east and west. The main street run east and west.
Charleston run east and west. And that was paved to 900 East from
1800 to 900 East on Charleston. Wait a minute. And the same on
Wabash. And the next street south is Lafayette, the next street is
Edgar, and the next street is Marshall, and the next is Main. Those
were east and west streets. And none of those were paved.

Lafayette, I can remember I was just a young fellow, they changed the
name from Essex to Lafayette. I remember they put in a big sewer
right down the middle of the street. And I think of Lafayette, yet

I just see that clay, that ditch they dug. It was a sewer was what
it was, right down the middie of the street on Lafayette Street.
Because those other streets, they'd have had to tear the pavement up,
see, so they moved it down there. Had to go east and went right down
the middle of Lafayette Street. Those were the little narrow bricks,
on edge, sitting just on sand underneath. No double layer of brick,
there was one layer of brick. 01d stone curbings about four feet
long and abour four inches wide. They were all chipped out by hand
out of stone quarries. There was a lot of them here in Springfield.
There's some right across the street over there by Vachel Lindsay's
house.

In the 1800's they had street fairs there, 1898, '99, '97, '96, street
fairs. And all the merchants they had booths down the street, middle
of the street and on two sides. Each merchant on the south side of
the street had their booth half to the center. And the merchant on
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the north had the other. They all had displays in there. I can
remember it didn't amount to much. But Christ, oh boy you talk about
crowds. Then at each intersection there was a show of some kind,
like Gentry's Dog and Pony Show and Hackenback's Wild Animal Show,

I remember that was it. Or else there'd be a ferris wheel. And I
can remember the great bicycle riders, The Whirling Wheelers riding
the bicycles. Big stuff then, see. Riding the handlebar with one
wheel in the air. And low gear you know.

Q. Did they have the high-wheelers?

A. No, well T used to ride one of them big high ones. And you didn't
turn the middle, you pushed up and down, see. And the handle bars
were out here like this and you grip here. Big wheel and a little

bit of a wheel behind. Then there were some in those days with the
little wheel in front. And that big wheel, didn't drop, it rode pretty
good, but it had a hard rubber tire. It rode pretty good because it
was so big it didn't drop into any crevasses, see. But you was up so
high, if you fell off man you was up. It was like falling off a roof.
(laughter) You was up so high. T used to ride one belonged to some
people name of Baird. Their boys had that. I used to like to ride
it, T could ride it.

They lived right across the street from Harmonys. And that house
that 0.C. Harmony built when I was a small boy, that house still
stands. Same roof is on that house, still the same roof today on
that house, copper roof.

Q. Where is it?

A, It's the corner of Edgar and 16th, on the corner of 16th and Edgar
in Mattoon there, yes. Big house, beautiful home. Big full two-story
house, gabled voof, and the metal, about every foot is the ridge, sits
up about an inch high on each one, and it's copper. And that's been
there now over elghty years. That roof is just as good today as it
was the day it was put on. Solid cooper roof.

Well, when they was in the hardware store, they built a new Congrega-
tional Church, and they asked for bids. And the store, Harmony's,
put in a bid, but they didn't get the contract. Someone cheaper from
Terre Haute, Indiana got it. And about twelve years after that Har-
mony's put copper in. It was washed copper, it was just a tin roof
was all. The copper washed off and it rusted through and it had to
be replaced. Then Harmony's put real copper and that copper was on
there till they tore the church down. It was just as good as when
they put it on there. And then they rolled up that copper and sold
it, see, downspouting, guttering and all.

Q. About what year was that?

A. Well, about 1901, 1902. Because I went to Chicago in 1906, see.
I was in Chicago ten, twelve years.
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Q. 8o, tell me more about some of the business in Mattoon.

A, Well, I remember they had a hotel there. In the early days it

was just three stories. Later years, around about 1912, a man by the
name of Byers bought it. I was a young fellow, he was the yard master
for the Peoria, Decatur, and Evansville Railroad. Now he bought this
hotel and remodeled it and put on the fourth story. Today that's torn
down,; that's a parking lot. But something made me think of that hotel.
They had a great character there, worked at that hotel, a colored
fellow name of Wes Huffman. And he'd meet the trains and he'd say,
"Take it over to the Dole House." The name of the hotel was the Dole
House.

See, when Byers bought it, he changed it to Byers Hotel, see. He
really remodeled it. Had a beautiful lobby, because it was an Ameri-
can plan hotel when he bought it. He changed it to European plan,
see, And it was a nice hotel. It was noted for its cleanliness
after Byers got it. He had a big dining room, beautiful dining room,
beautiful lobby. Oh boy he really fixed it up. It was nice. And
then he added the fourth story om it, see. He put in the elevator,
there was no elevator, put in the elevator. Oh it was a nice hotel,
did a big business for years. They just tore it down about, oh, just
only four or five years ago. Because hotels are going out you know.
And that's a parking lot, right on the main street. That was a big
hotel. It was about a hundred and . . . Oh as I recall it was about
a hundred and thirty-six room hotel. Oh they had such a nice lobby.
And when they had the cyclone there in 1917, that was the cyclone
headquarters in that lobby of that hotel, yes I remember that.

Q. Did you work downtown?

A. Well I worked in Harmony's store, hardware store. I worked there.
See I was working there when I left there and went to Chicago. That
was 1906, I worked at Harmony Brothers Store there about three years.

Oh, I delivered groceries for Harris' Cash, Spot Cash Grocery Store.
That was downtown. Drove a team of mules, open wagon. Oh my God.
Funny, you had to get the money or bring the groceries back, no credit,
see. Them railroad town, them people, you know, they wouldn't pay

and wouldn't pay. And if they don't pay, you bring groceries back,
see. So the people that knew that, to know that and by God they had
the money when they called north. He sold them close. He had a good
price, twenty pounds of sugar for a dollar, twenty pounds of sugar

for a dollar. That's pretty cheap sugar. Twenty pounds today would
be different wouldn't it?

Q. You drove a team of mules?
A. Yes a team of mules, yes. Well, one time it was cold and rain and

turning colder and colder and colder. We had a shed in the back of
the store and we run three wagons. One fellow drove a team of ponies.




Edwin E. Cory 17

And so I drove up there and backed my wagon in. And right straight
through this alley, to the back of the store east, about ten, nine

or ten blocks was the barn where we stabled these mules. 1 took the
harness. The harness was soaking wet, see. T took everything, the
bridles, everything off of them mules and spread them out in the back
of the store, back in the wareroom, see, so they could dry out, and
turned the mules loose. And they just went right straight through
the alley to the barn. They'd go home, you know. And then I walked
down there and put the halters on, tied them, bedded them down,
watered them, fed them, ves.

Then each Sunday I used to have to go feed and water them, you know.
You led them to a watering trough, out to the corner, half a block,
right on the corner. Years and years ago at Harris' Grocery there
was an old watering trough. Oh there used to be watering troughs
every so often in those days.

Well, when I got ready to go to Chicago I was working for Harris and
he gave me a letter of recommendation, see, for Chicago. Worked all
right. Well I was delivering there just a few days before I was to
leave to go to Chicago. When I went to check in I was twenty dollars
short. Well, that was a lot of money in those days, you know. And
there was a little suspicion and I was trying to have some extra cash
to go to Chicago. He didn't say anything, he didn't mistreat me or
anything, see. Well, that evening, it was almost time to close, and

a fellow by the name of Slover, where I had delivered some groceries
that day, and I had to go around a summer kitchen on the north side

to the south side and in the door, through the summer kitchen, up about
three steps and into the kitchen in the house. Had a lot of those in
those days, summer kitchens, that's where they did their washing in
the summertime, because you had an old stove out there so your house
wouldn't get so hot, see, and you did your washing outside, not in the
house. And a lot of people called them summer kitchens.

And anyway, he was an honest man, he'd found that twenty dollar bill.
And he come down and checked with Harris. '"Your boy that delivered
my groceries today, how'd he check out?" And Fred, he knows this
Slover, two or three blocks of where he used to live as a boy, see.
"Well," he says, "He was twenty dollars short." And he handed Harris
the twenty dollar bill. Says, "I found this, he dropped this." I
don't know how I ever lost it. Dropping a twenty dollar bill in the
summer kitchen. I don't know how I ever dropped it, but I did. So
when I went to Chicago, he really give me a recommendation, see. He
kept figuring that I was holding out twenty bucks, see, I'd have
plenty of money when I got to Chicago.

Q. So you were more than just a delivery boy. You had to take care
of the mules and everything, too, didn't you?

A, Well yes, yes. I had to feed them, clean out the barn and every-
thing. Well you see when I backed my wagon in there, I'm on high
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ground. The other fellows went home and the mud, the wagon was sitting
clear up to the hub. They couldn't hitch up the harness. It was

just like a board, and the wagons were froze in the ground, clear up

to the hub. They had to chop the wagon out of the dirt to be able

to get the wagon, see. And I had my wagon right back there, see. I
could use the harness, that too, see. Did that all on my own.

Q. How much did you get paid for working at Harris' Grocery?

A. About three dollars and a half a week, three dollars and a half
a week. That was good money. Not a lot of money, but . . . yes,
three dollars and a half a week, I remember that. Not even a dollar
a day, see. Three dollars and a half a week, Jesus Christ.

Q. How old were you?

A. Oh I wasn't of age vet. I was only about seventeen, eighteen
years old.

I remember there was a man, a little short fellow with a mustache.

He drove a team of ponies. I often wondered how much he paid him.

Now he had a family. But those days, I can remember there was a

fellow by the name of F. Johnson, drove a laundry wagon. And he only
got eight dollars and a half a week, had a wife and kids, and drove

a horse and buggy, of his own. Kept a horse and buggy at eight dollars
and a half a week. You know a dollar and a half a day used to be

good wages, ves.

You could buy so much with a buck. For a dollar you'd get a great
big sack of groceries. Why hell that waste can there five dollars
wouldn't hold all the groceries, that can, that can there, in those
days.

Q. That about how big? About two and a half feet?

A. Well . . . you'd get twenty pounds of sugar for a dollar, twenty
pounds, Christ. Now, now a little old five pound bag is about $1.58.
More than that I guess. I don't know much about it.

Q. What did you do at the hardware store Cory?

A. T was clerk, I clerked in the store. Clerked in the store and
delivered. We had a little spring wagon and a pretty little mare.

It was Mrs. Harmony's family horse. They'd call up and I delivered
paint. Maybe there'd be a contract painter painting. He'd run out
of some kind of paint and they'd call up and want a quart of this or
a quart of that and I'd take it out to him. Maybe he'd want a brush,
a new brush or something and I'd take it out to him, see.

But I clerked in the store, swept up, we all swept the floor. We had
a low, low pan, about two inches high, coal o0il, we put the broom in
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that and then we'd sweep the floor. That kept the dust down, no dust,
see. It was a nice store. A lot of people said, "By God, that's as
nice as a jewelry store." It had nice cases, nice pocket knives, you
know, carving sets, and all that stuff. It was a nlce looking store.

And then Herb Smith, he was a kind of a genius. Everybody watched
the windows you know. And they said Harmony Brothers in big gold

leaf letters; Dave Weaver, now he was a high grade sign painter, big
gold leaf, shadowed in blue, you know. Then that was on a plate glass
about eight inches wide and about four feet long. And Harmony Brothers,
that's all there was on there, just Harmony Brothers. Not hardware,
just Harmony Brothers. And that hung on a brass chain just inside the
window. Frost on the window didn't affect the sign see, because it
wasn't on the window. And that hung on each side. I recall it had
Harmony Brothers, maybe it said Hardware on one side, Harmony Brothers
and then Hardware. But it seems to me like it said just Harmony
Brothers on both sides. Then we so0ld Sherwin-Williams paint. And

oh we sold a lot of paint. Oh we did a big business.

Saturday night was band concert night and the band would play. And
they had one of those portable horse-drawn wagons and they'd fold

it over and then they'd let it down and the legs dropped down and
that made a platform, see. The band would sit there. That way it
was portable so you could move. You wouldn't play at the same spot.
Every week, your merchants, you had to move around with the merchants,
See.

Q. How old were you then?

A. Oh, I was seventeen, eighteen years old. Thinking about going
with the girls. I never cared much for the girls when I was young.
Never paid any attention to girls.

Q. You said they watched the windows at Harmony Brothers.

A. Oh yes. He was born sixty years too soon, that Smith. BHerb Smith,
he was a great artist. He could draw those pictures that artists
would draw of their different subjects and you'd think the artist
painted them and drew them himself. They looked just like thelr
drawings. And I remember all those different windows like that

Gibson Girl, profile you know. Hair, hair made a question mark.

The Eternal Question they called it. You know that Gibson was noted
for the beautiful women he could draw, see. And he drew that "Septem—
ber Morn'" and oh all that stuff. That's the nude girl with her hand
between her legs standing in the water about up to there, see, nude
hair hanging. Christ everybody thought that was something terrible,
So anyway, like I remember he drew that on a cardboard about like

that mirror, that one half of that mirror up there.

Q. About how big? Dimensions.
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A. Oh it was about two feet around two feet tall and about eighteen
inches wide, see. And he drew that picture in there and you'd think
that Gibson drew it himself, see. And then he had down in the window
all he had was chafing dishes, see. And then right above the chafing
dish in the center, he had that hanging down right over the chafing
dish see. And then on the bottom it said "Spirit of the Chafing
Dish." See, Gibson Girl.

And I remember the time he had the window and had nothing in the
window but razors and had the window all whiting, all but a little
hole about a little bit bigger than a silver dollar. And it had a
sign inside on the window, on the glass and nobody could touch it
see. It said, "For Men Only." And women wouldn't look in there,
see. All there was in the window was razors. And then that picture
standing there was a little girl the old fashioned way, with a apron,
tied knot, hair parted down the center, two braids, ribbon on the end
of her hair, button shoes, just standing there, rear view of this
little girl. And down at the bottom of the card it said, "She didn't
have the face to do it." And there wasn't nothing in the window but
razors, see. And then women wouldn't look in there. Men would look
in there and they'd just laugh, '"What was it? What was it?" the
women. He was always doing something like that?

And then one time the old Chicago Record Herald used to run a cartoon,
"What did the woggle bug say?" Oh it was a bunch of God damn bugs
looked like cockroaches. Walking up on end, see. And he had, "What
the woggle bug said." Everybody come down to see what the woggle bug
said, see. "Sherwin-Williams paint was the best," see. Oh he was
good that guy. But hls drawings, I can remember his drawings they
were perfect, see. Yes, they were perfect.

And then that time--like General Motors——Cadillac, Buick, Oldsmobile,
Pontiac, Chevrolet, and so on. Well, Caldwell, the Caldwell was their
best mower, the Caldwell. And on down two, three different grades

and the cheap one was called the Cadette. So he took all those. 1In
those days there was a very popular cartoon, "My Dear Alphonse and
Dear Gaston." And they were always bowing to each other, see. Every-
body was familiar with that cartoon. 8o he had all the cartoon's
subjects in all cartoons all lined up double line, double row of them,
all bowing. And Happy Hooligan always wore a tin can on the side of
his head, tipped over to one side, Happy Hooligan. A hobo, you know,
see.

And he was pushing, now I've gotten it fitted all together. So the
Caldwell and so on down to the cheap one like Chevrolet, General Motors,
called the Cadette. So they're all bowing, double row of them on

each side, and Happy Hooligan is pushing the lawn mower down between
them and they're bowing with their oil hats. Everybody wore hats in
those days. See, they're all bowing with their hats, you know. And
he's pushing that lawn mower down through there on the bottom of the
cartoon, "Hats off to the Cadette," see. By golly. He left Harmony
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Brothers went to Shakley Hardward in Indianapolis at a big salary.
He was clever, that guy. He was born sixty vyears, sixty years too
soon. He was something. He was a nice fellow too.

This fellow had a transfer business there in Mattoon. Just an ordinary
wagon and team of horses. And he had a red headed brother. And he

was a nice fellow. They looked all alike. Herb, he was about six

foot one. His brother wasn't quite as tall as he was but it was a

nice family. But he worked there, I remember he was only getting
twelve dollars a week and doing all that. Twelve dollars a week.

They was going to have to raise him to fifteen. And boy he was singing
the blues, raising him to fifteen dollars a week.

I was getting five. Five dollars a week. I could eat out all week
and everything else, go see a girl, come up with money in my pocket.
Five dollars a week. Yes. Ride the interurban. 1I'd go over there
with a buck and go over on the interurban, take her to supper with
me and everything, and get back with fifteen or twenty cents in my
pocket.

Q. Tell me about that. Tell me.

A. Everything was cheap, see. Eggs were ten cents a dozen, butter
was about fifteen cents a pound. Yes. You just can't imagine. In
those days, too, most everybody baked their own bread. A bakery didn't
do much business, you know. I can remember you get the doughnuts,

you get a whole dozen of doughnuts for twenty cents, big ones. A
dozen for twenty cents. Be a little over a cent a piece, see. And

oh, I don't know. We had a lot of fun in those days.

And then that Paul Wagner moved into town as cleaner, started that
cleaning business. All he had was some wooden washtubs out in his
back yard, wire clothesline. He just worked the clothes up and down
in the white gasoline and put a clothesgpin and hang right over and
let the gasoline run off back in the tub. That was the cleaning.
Take them downtown and they shop pressed them and that was cleaning.
Get maybe about seventy-five cents a suit, see. Yes. That was good
money then.

In those days you got your shoes shined for a nickel, you know. Hair-
cut twenty-five cents. Haircut and shave was only thirty-five cents,
see. Yes. Most generally in those days, they didn't shave themselves.
Everybody went to the barber. Farmers come to town once a week to

get shaved. They just didn't have razors. They couldn't keep the
razors sharp. In those days they had just the open razor, see, the
open razor. (Getting up to get razor) I took my dad's razor, not
this one. T bought this razor from John Rodger, John Rodger. And
that baby's sharp man. That's the way, see. See it's loose, see.
You've got to know how to handle it. Don't touch because boy that's
really sharp. I bought that off him, oh, fifty years ago from John
Rodger. That things sharp man. I could split a hair with that. Yes.
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T used to get up there in the mirror not here but have a mirror, turn
around, take a hand mirror and wet my neck there, shave all there,
shave down the back of my neck. I could do it yet. Hell, yes. Boy.
And I bought this from John Rodger, my barber that used to cut my
hair. And you close it. Got to watch down there because, see, put

it down through there without it touching, because it'll hit the side
if you don't guide it in, see. Yes. I remember what I paid for that.
But it's imported, blue steel, made in Germany, see. Gus H. Slater,
1265 Sells Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri. Made in Germany.

Q. So tell me about you going out with the girls.

“A. Well, I never, I didn't go with girls much. I was about, oh, I
was pretty near twenty years old before I ever went with girls at

all., And T went with an auburn-haired girl over at Charleston. And

I was going with her when I went to St. Louis. And she got married
while I was in Chicago. Which was all right with me. Hell, I didn't
want to get married. She came to Chicago. She had a dress shop at
Charleston and made good money and she said, "Well,you and I might

as well get married," she said. "And I'm going to stay and shop,

stay two or three days I can stay. We'll marry." Well I knew I
never ever had nothing to do with a girl physically see. 8o 1 guess

T wasn't marriage minded. I said, "Well, I'm not making enough money."
I was making about eighteen dollars a week then in Chicago, see. Boy
that was big money. Seventy—-five dollars a month made you in the top
bracket. Yes. I was making about eighteen dollars a week is what I
was making. Three dollars a day. Jesus Christ. Three dollars a day,
just think I used to work all week for five in the store.

Q. You went over on the interurban? Tell me about that.

A. At Charleston, yes. She had the dress shop when we were going
together. I used to go over there. And a lot of times, I didn't go
over. 1'd write her a note and give it to the conductor. She'd go
down and get it from the conductor on the interurban. (laughs)
Fifteen cents round trip. Twenty-four miles for fifteen cents.

Q. Between Mattoon and Charleston?

A, It was twelve miles over and twelve miles back see. Yes.

Q. What did you do when you would go over there on a date?

A. Oh, sometimes I wouldn't go all the way over. I'd go to Urban
Park. That's about nine miles, about three miles from Charleston

and get off. And she'd catch that same one, the interurban that went
into Charleston. She'd catch it and she'd come out to the park. There

was a skating rink out there. We'd roller skate, see. They had that
amusement park for people to ride, so they'd ride the interurban, sece.

Q. And you'd be able to do this on a dollar?
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A. Oh, yes. On your dollar. TI'd go over and come time to eat I'd
take her with me, she'd have oyster stew, hell yes. Oyster stew.

She liked oyster stew. Twenty-five cents. Just what it cost, twenty=-
five cents. 1I'd eat something, a piece of pie, coffee, or something.
I don't remember what all now. And we'd take a walk and then we'd go
uptown to the confectiomary and eat ice cream. And 1'd still go home
with fifteen or twenty cents. Yes. After driving twenty-four miles,
entertain the girl, take her to supper, hell yes. All on the buck.
And have fifteen or twenty cents left for a dollar. Jesus Christ.
Yes.,

Q. What was her name?

A. Birch. B~-I-R-C-H. Ethel Birch. She had auburn hair. Yes, she
had auburn hair. She had auburn hair and there was three girls. Oh,
they had a dear mother. They had a nice mother. I knew their father.
They got the auburn hair from their dad. He had auvburn hair. Now,
the father sent me this card. It was Lella, Ethel, Kathryn, Harry,
the boy. One boy, three girls. Now this fellow that sent me this
card is in the Masonic Home at Springfield, Ohio. He went with
Kathryn, going with her, and was going with her when we were both

in Chicago. And Ethel used to come up and bring Kathryn with her to
Chicago. We'd go out to the park, go out to Riverview Park or some-
where, sece.

But he's retired, seventy-seven, he's a retired auditor for Eastern
Airlines. And he's—-I like this card. '"So hope to hear soon and
often." F . . . Frank L. Hills. He's always particular about that
Hills. S on the end of it. He don't like that Hill. Hills. He

was a nice fellow and even yet I hear from him once in a while. T
get the letter and a stamp maybe is way down here see. And addresses
and the stamp is way down here. Never up there. Never up there.
It's a way down here, down, down and writes all around the letter.
Well he can see better. I can't understand it why he puts that. But
he sent that to me because the horse, mare and a colt, see. In the
wintertime standing out in the snow.

Q. S0 you dated this girl and all the other girls?

A. 0Oh, we used to sometimes go over every night you know. Then maybe
you wouldn't go over two or three nights. And he used to go over too.
Then there was Jess Brewster. He went there to the same house too to
see Kathryn Snyder a relative who lived there with the Birches too.
See there was three girls, there was Leila, one T went with, Ethel,
Kathyrn, and the Snyder girl. So there was four guys going there to
see girls.

Well, this Harry about ten, twelve years ago 1'd go over there., And
I'm with a widow woman from here. And I know where he lives, and he's
still living. T know where he lived when he got married and he still
lives there, same place. And he wouldn't--he was very doubtful that
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I'm Ed see. Because he thought somebody was putting him on. Well

he says, '"You know you just don't look like Ed to me." And T said,
"Well, have T changed that much? Everybody tells me I look like I
always looked. Well, if T tell you of a little instance, would you
remember me?" And he said, "VYes." Well I said, "Do you remember the
hard coal burner you had in the living room?" "Yes." 'Do you remember
the pug dog that slept in the basket back of the stove?" '"Yes."

"Do you remember she used to snore, keep you awake, you'd come out
there in your pajamas and ask Ethel to stick her head around and wake
her up so she'd quit snoring so you could get to sleep?" 'Yes," he
said, "I guess your Ed," he said. (laughs)

He was a yardmaster for the Nickle Plated Railroad there in Charleston.
He died of cancer. Well, he had cancer and the doctor were fooling,
telling him he had ulcers, see. And he asked me for a good ulcer.
doctor. And T didn't know he had cancer. But that wasn't five or
six weeks after that, he died. T was over there and they told me he
died of cancer. Nice fellow. Their mother, they had a sweet mother.
And Lella was tall like her mother. She married a fellow name of
George Austin and then this Snyder girl married Jess Brewster. He
was a good looking guy with rosy cheeks. Good looking guy but he
didn't have much character. He was a farmer boy. Well he got and
he got to running around with a married woman by the name of Cannon.
And he later divorced this Snyder girl and married the Cannon. Red
Cannon's widow.

Then we went to Chicago in January 1906. This Hills, Jess Brewster,
Ray McCormick, Jack Taylor, Arthur Ewing, and one or two others. I
just don't think of them off hand right now. There was six or seven
of them. And they all went to work for Western Electric, a subsidiary
of the telephone company. Well, I go up there, it wasn't January.
January, February, March, April, May the 28th I go to Chicago. They
know I'm coming and they told me, "Just go up to Twelfth Street," I
never was in Chicago. "Get off at Twelfth Street, catch the Cottage
Grove Avenue car and get off at Twenty-ninth Street, it's going south.
Walk to your left," they said. "A short block. That's Groveland
Avenue. We live right around the cornmer, 2904."

When you walk across from that, it's going south over to Groveland
Avenue which was to the east and then over about another block was a
stone wall and then a railroad track and then Lake Michigan see. So
then back here from Groveland it ended right here. The Michael Reese
Hospital. It was brand new then. Tt's still there. Michael Reese
Hospital. That's a big hospital. Tt's still there. That's where

1t was right there. Well, there was nobody there, it was about

6:30 p.m. when I got out there. And I went over to the wall and just
watched, looked at the lake and watched the trains go by see. Subur-
ban trains. They was all steam engines. Driving, going like hell.
Steam engines instead, in later years it was electrified.

Then come around time, it was washing up time I get up and went over
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and just sit on the steps. Pretty soon here they start coming out,
"Hey." They were looking for me. They'd get up a little early. Oh
they caught the streetcar and Western Electric is way over on the
west side. You went to Madison and you ride on a streetcar from
Madison over to Chicago River and over to Sangamon Avenue, is the
Western Electric. Oh, I went to the, they showed me where to go,
the personnel. And they interviewed me and everything and they
hired me. And they made me their boss. I was getting eighteen dollars
a week, they was only getting twelve. 1 went to work for eighteen
dollars, see. '"Oh, you lucky stiff." And they'd been up there, see
they'd been up there two or three months and they was only getting
twelve dollars a month and I started right at eighteen see. And he
made me their boss.

Well, I stayed there two or three years and I wanted more action.

So used to be down and around at Thirty-first and Cottage Grove a one
arm fellow there. Sheldon B. Otis, nice looking fellow. I never
ever knew how he ever lost that arm. It was just a stub up here. Oh,
and a scribe. Boy, was he a beautiful scribe. And he had a little
jewelry in the front end, substation, sold stationary, soft drinks
one thing and another and, so he got me in, I'd thought I'd like to
get in, he got me in the Commonwealth Edison see. And the head of
Commomwealth Edison, that's old Sam Insull. He was a great financier,
was the head of the Commonwealth Edison see.

And then they created the CIPS, the CTPS. They called me in and I
guess they liked me they asked me how I would like to go down to
Mattoon, see. My hometown. Yes. And I said, '"Mattoon." I didn't
want to act too anxious see. They won't send you. So I said, '"Why
ves, it would be all right I guess." And T said, "Can I come back

if I don't like it?" '"Oh, yes, you can come back if you don't like
it." Hell, I knew I'd never come back. I wanted to leave., I was
kind of tired of Chicago see. That drum humdrum of coming and going
all the time. And no place to go. Sunday you'd go around here street-—
cars to Riverview Park. And Christ, oh hell, there's twelve, fourteen
miles there all over Chicago and clear through the town both ways.
You'd be gone most of the day just going over there and coming back.
Street transfers and one thing or another. So I was just tired of
that. So I went to Mattoon. And as soon as I got to Mattoon, that's
when I bought that colt. Bought that colt and turned her over to my
dad. My dad trained it see. And we sold it for a lot of money. Then
T was with them clear up and I retired from them in the early thirties
see., I was with the Commonwealth Edison and the CIPS about thirty-
seven and a half years see. Yes.

Q. What did you do with Western Electric?

A. I was sort of a, T was a foreman, it was more or less as I recall
pertaining to shipping of equipment see. Shipping of equipment, that's
what it was. I remember they didn't produce anything. You shipped

out see. You received nothing. Tt all went out. Yes. I didn't like
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it see. It was so damn far over there. We were on the west side see,
way west., You have to go clear down downtown and we were twenty-nine
hundred. It was about oh five and a half miles downtown see. And
then you went about eight or ten miles on a damn streetcar.

In those days, to get from downtown out to where we lived, cable cars.
No electric cars, cable, them old cable cars. Like they got in San
Francisco. A guy up there, step in a stall great bit leather mittens
on, throw that lever. Ding Ding Ding. Bell's up on top. Just a

rope hanging down, just play a tune ringing that bell. Get rigs off
the track in front of you, vou know. And he grabbed that cable, and
that damn long thing pretty near break your neck see. T used to like
to watch them guys operate. Because there's space where that goes
down and comes back, the cable. There's a space. And the other end
comes around and goes up the other way. You kind of got to keep going
on the right let loose of this and pick the other up over on the other
side see. And then they glide over that and grab it. See when it
does it jerks you. And them guys know them spots where to shift see.
They stood in a little stall oh, just maybe up to about here, straw
down in there, buckle shoes, and all open, no wind shield or nothing.
All open. Just a little rig. In the summertime, there was one big
long seat in the front. Hell, you wouldn't want that today. You'd
get killed riding in front there.

END OF TAPE ONE, SIDE TWO

Q. The big long seat in the front.

A. The long seat clear across the front. On.,summer nights, you were
lucky if you could get on because somebody else was there see. But
you could ride on the front, running in the breeze it would cool you
off see going home. And people used to get a ride downtown and back
just to cool off see. There was no fans. People didn't, I don't know,
just wasn't modern things then like there is now see.

Q. This was in what year?
A. Oh, around 1907 or 1908.
Q. You went to Chicago when?

A. I went to Chicago in 1906. Then I was there until 1913 when T
went back to Mattoon with the CIPS.

Q. What was the place like where you lived in Chicago?
A. Well that was just an apartment. There were whole rows of apart-

ments that was all alike. One night I got into the wrong apartment.
Doors weren't locked, you know. And I just walked in and I got way
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up on the third floor and run into a woman with not much clothes on
but she knew who I was see. She was a nurse. A lot of the nurses
lived right along those apartments there from the Michael Reese Hos-
pital. But she knew me.

Q. What was your apartment like?

A. Now it was very, very gas light no electric lights. Gas lights.
Shaped I guess like just holding a match. You was used to it. You
know it was all right. Now it wouldn't be nothing. Yes. Very plain.
Very plain. Very poor furniture and everything. Just a bed, an old
iron bed. In those days I don't know just wasn't very much. And it
was three floors. Three floors. The second and the third row are
nothing but just bedrooms and beds. That's all. No, I can remember
no dressers or hell there wasn't nothing. I can remember the rooms
back when I used to put stuff in the window. And I put a box up there
for an ice box, to keep stuff that I wanted. Keep cool see. It was
old times that's all.

They had those gas lights on the street. The guys went along with
a lighter got up and 1lit the gas lights. One after another right
down the street. There was a fellow working on a street light.
There was no electric street lights, just little gas lights along
the sidewalk, see.

Q. What end of Chicago was this on?

A. South side. On the south side just off of Cottage Grove. We
rode the Cottage Grove cable car see. And at Fifty-fourth and
Cottage Grove was the power. We used to go down and watch that
great big wheel that cable coming over there, power that those
cable cars run on see. And some of them run down and turned down
low see. And some of them turned over. All depend on where they
went see. And they rum so fast. The cars run pretty good clip.
Ride clear across the town on them cable cars you know.

They had some horse drawn cars yet in Chicago when I went up there

( in 1906. I remember cars at Van Buren and State, horse drawn street-
’ cars. Yes. Then they had trouble shooters, there was horse drawn
wagons, you know. They'd go like the fire department. Go for blocks,
and blocks, and blocks see. Something wrong with the car, had the
track blocked, had to get that car moving because they had the line
all blocked. And they'd go like you were going to a fire. Them
horses run, Christ they'd run.

Q. What was your job with Commonwealth Edison?

A. I was in what they called the lamp renewal department, lamp renew-
als. 1In those days they give you the lights, the bulbs if you'd use
them. They tried to give you big ones see. You used more juice in
new buildings and new homes. I supervised getting those all out and
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getting, worked at night see. You got that all ready in the morning
and there's a fellow that comes in with a cart and he got those things,
putting up those orders see. And then this fellow, another fellow
would come in with his men and pick them up and take them over to
another building. Then they'd put them in with different routes see.
And the wagons were electric, electric wagon. It was a driver and
helper. Then they'd come there and each one had their own helper

and a driver would load this stuff and route it into these big trucks
and deliver them the next day.

Anyway that was the old, that was over on, right over next to the
Chicago River. I remember the Hurst, across over the Hurst Building
over there, new building had a lot of color. Had a cafeteria, and
oh, I used to love to eat there. Then around over here and back
around over there was a kind of a clinic of some kind. And I went
over there one time with a fellow from, with the company. An emer-
gency over there, brain operation. Oh, my God, my God. I never saw
anything like that before. The fellow's head was all open. And of
course, he didn't know nothing. The fellow died. But they were
operating on his brain. And I went over there with some fellow, we
had to take something over there, pertalning to the company, some-
thing electric you see. Yes. Yes.

See the Commonwealth Edison didn't have the gas, you know., That

was People's Gas Light and Coke is what the name of this firm was

see. Their offices were way over on Michigan Avenue at Adams and
Michigan. The Commonwealth Edison was up on, where the hell was that.
Way up around pretty close to First National Bank. Well, it's been

a long time ago. Because I've been in Springfield fifty years.

Q. Now your job was like head of a shipping department.

A, Yes, yes., Cable, telephones and that was the old fashioned tele-
phones you know then, see. "Hello everyone.'" Hoop and holler and
grind it and "Hello," and "Central" and tell the operator the number
you wanted, see.

Q. In sort of the same position with Commonwealth Edison. also?

A. No, well no. No, Commonwealth Edison. Well, yes. That's right.
In a way. One sense it was similar, yes. But that was telephone
and electric. I wanted the electric. I could see that was really

a coming thing see.

And it wasn't long after I was over on South Water Street in a build-
ing over there there were offices. They had a meeting one night in
one of the large theatres, one of the old theatres. They had a new
gas nitrogen, one bulb, five thousand watts and they 1lit the entire
building with one light. That was really something then, you know.
With one bulb, five thousand watts and oh, wouldn't that be something.
That's the nitrogen. That's the light, is right up there today.
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That's the gas nitrogen that they burn today. That one bulb, boy.
But that give me the idea and before that you see.

First was the carbon light. We used to take in a lot of them carbon
lights. Then the tungsten. Oh boy, they thought the tungsten was
something. It didn't burn near as much juice. See the carbon light,
there's no platinum in that. That was just a heated wire. Took a
lot of current, sixty watt, sixteen candle power they called. Six-
teen candle power. Then they went to the other, to the tungsten and
they made them a different size, twenty-fives, forties, fifty, sixty,
seventy, a hundred and great big ones. And the big ones the filament
was s0 long and with the heat and everything, they'd get a little
jar the filament would break, you know. And they didn't last very
long.

And then they went to this gas. And they've never, they've improved
the gas nitrogen a little. But it's still the same as the original
light. But of course they make them in all sizes. But that was
started with that one big one. And oh that was something. One bulb
screwed in with a, I forget what they call that base, oh they had an
adapter see. They just take in, screw in the little one and then the
adapter's got the big end. Then you screw the light into the adapter
see because this big fits the adapter. Yes. They still use those
that way. Tony does over there in that store of his.

Q. You and the guys that met you up at Chicago, you still were
friends with them and did things together?

A. Oh, yes. Yes. Then this Hills, he married Kathryn see. She
comes up there and they lived in Chicago see. Well, Ethel come up

a few times. I one time was to a ball game, the old Cubs over on

the west side, the Cub Park. I got on the Metropolitan EL and when

I got on there, there was my old sweetheart on that train. She was
kind of disfranchised or something in a way so to speak. She married
this guy and he was a big disappointment to her, you know. He was
kind of a boomer machinist. Good looking guy. Lot of good clothes
and full of hot air, see. And then she married another fellow and

he died a natural, just a bad heart. Then she married a third fellow,
he left her wealthy. He owned blocks and blocks a lot of treal estate
in Duluth, Minnesota.

She lived, we'd have done pretty good. She lived to be pretty near
eighty-six years old. Well, this Harry used to call her up and talk
to her see. She'd call him up and he's telling her about seeing me
see. She'd ask him, '"Do you ever see Ed? Do you ever see Ed?" Oh
it was always as good that I didn't, or something, T didn't drive

up to Minnesota and go up and see her. I'd never even thought of it.

Q. What types of things did you do? You said you went out to the
Cubs' games. Tell me about some of your entertainment, your activi-
ties.
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A. Well, oh I used to go to the Majestic Theatre, vaudeville a lot.
T remember I first went up there, there was a impersonator. He was
impersonating Queen Elizabeth of England see. He had his fan, damn
and he had me fooled. (laughter) I thought that was (laughs) . . .
That was really something. Yes. You never missed that going to the
Majestic. That was headlines, you know, vaudeville used to be some-
thing. Boy, you'd really see some acts. I saw some great acts at
the Majestic. The Majestic was just half a block off of State Street
where that new mall is on State Street.

It was on Adams, and I saw a fellow in there one time., He had like
them clown things, that tight skin around the face you know. He was
kind of a contortionist. And now he was tumbling back and forth
across in front. You know, when she stopped and said, "And now
ladies and gentlemen, I take great pleasure in introducing to you
Dr. Swindler of the old world for a number of years he was the lead-
ing pyramid in Egypt,'" and then tom, tom, tom. And the son-of-a-bitch
come in on a big live elephant. And he threw off a rope ladder and
come down that rope ladder. I tell you. He was a magician and he
made some fancy moves there. And he had a big white bowl of some
ducks a swimming around on the water in a bowl. Boy, the guy was
good. Yes. And that's the way he left, the same way. He got on
the elephant and left the stage. It was a high class act, it cost

a lot of money carrying that elephant around.

Then another one one time a fellow he dressed like a soldier, he
salute and everything. He was riding a horse, a great big horse.
He rides in on a horse see and he goes down on a rope ladder. He
stood there with a sword. And the horse, "Right about face,'" he
said. And the horse's tail went to one end and the head went back
to the other. (laughs) Why that was clever, big stuff you know in
those days. Oh, yes. Then the magicians. Some of them magicians,
"Killer the Great.'" Oh, man oh man. He was something. He had a
woman floating in the air and he passed that, "Let's examine the
hoop." And he passed the hoop all around her. He was great. Bald
headed fellow, old guy. But he was clever. O0Oh, them hands, man.
Oh, he never missed.

He'd get way up there and downstairs you know of course a lot of
money you spent fifty, seventy-five cents in one place, you spent a
lot of money in those days. So we'd get in them for about twenty
cents see. You could see. You had good vision. You could see down
there. But it'd be a lot better if you was down closer.

Oh, we'd go to White City and Riverview. We never went to Riverview
much, It was too far, Had to ride clear across Chicago. Chicago
was big you know and Jesus. Over there and back, it'd take the whole
evening to go over there and back. But it was much different from--
see there was San Susa and then down about ten blocks to the west was
White City. There you had two right out there. And Riverview was
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way, way, way on the west side see. And it was so far, so far. That
was big, that was really big. It was bigger than White City and .
San Susa combined,

Q. These were parks, San Susa and White City?

A, Yes. They were amusement parks, Yes. White City was white.

Boy, it was pretty. Right in the middle of it had a mammoth tower.

See there was a sunken garden in the center. This tower millions

of lights on that damn thing. Boy you could see it all over Chicago.

I remember there was a fellow there, his hair was coming out and he'd
carry, wouldn't wear a hat. He'd carry it in his hand. But he wouldn't
go without a hat but he'd carried it in his hand. And he could imitate
a cat and a dog fight. And he'd get over around where the concession
was closed. You know. He'd put on a dog and cat. People'd rush over
there. They think it was a dog and cat fighting in there. He'd go

and do it all himself. And when they come he'd walk away see.

Q. So you went to the vaudeville and you went to the amusement parks.

A. Oh, we used to go to, then later years I run around with Freddie
Severton, Auditor of Passenger Receéipts with the Illinois Central.
And he was a White Sox fan and I was a Cub fan. I'd go to the White
Sox Park with him. And the White Sox Park is there today. That
fireproof stand. They built that when I was in Chicago. God that's
been there a long time. The old White Sox Park and the old Cub Park
were both fire traps. They were all wood. But they built that while
I was in Chicago. Boy that was something when they built that.
Wasn't anything around the country like it. It's still there. It's
reinforced concrete. TFireproof, you know., That's at Thirty-fifth
and Wentworth.

Q. What was it like going to see the ball games?

A. Well, in those days, you know, the ball players didn't look like
they look now. They wore them pants just below the knees. Today
they'd look funny. You look at them old pictures. Those trousers
were big. Now they fit tight, you know, and everything. There
were good ball players. They played ball all the time. There was
some great, great, great pitchers in those days. Christy Madison,
Ed Walsh, Mordicai Brown, Ed Ruelebach, Wild Bill Donovan, Nick
Altrot, Doc White, oh God I could name them on and on. Just great,
great pitchers. Doc White was left handed. So was Nick Altrot.
Then the Cubs had a pitcher, called him Jack the giant killer. He'd
just --New York Giants just couldn't beat him. _His name was Jack
Pfister. They called him "Jack ‘the Giant Killer." '

Q. Was it a lot like it is today, at the ball park? I mean a lot
of people, vendors?

A. Yes, Yes. But they, I can remember the Cub park way in the far . .
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Fred Schulte, he used to hit fly balls out there that big, big tin
sign up there, Christ up there about thirty-five, forty feet. Today
they'd be home runs. They'd be going into the grandstands. They
had a great big sign way up there, two bases, that's all they'd get
on it. Today they'd go for home runs. And he used to drive them

up and then bang they'd hit that big sign up there,

Cubs were in the world series with Detroit. Way back in that corner
was the clubhouse. Just think that way, southeast. And great big
sliding gate there. Somebody knocked a ball on Detroit way back in
there., Slagle the center fielder of the Cubs run clear back .in the
other side inside there and caught that fly ball. There were talking
about trading him. They didn't trade him. He played the rest of

the series. He was sensational. They called him "Rabbit" Slagle.

He was big muscle, big leg, short legged. He run rapid gaited see.
Boy he could run fast. They kept him. He was a hero of that series
practically. He saved a lot of them long hits.

And the crowds were about the same only in those days they didn't
have the facilities that they got now. And they didn't have near
as many people see. If you had fifteen thousand people, they had a
lot of people at the ball game. No eighty or ninety thousand like
they have now.. And football games as well.

Q. What were your favorite seasons?
A. My favorite teams?
Q. Your season for the Cubs. What was their best years?

A. Oh, well they had a lot of good years. They won the pennant in
1905, 1906, 1907, 1908. Pittsburgh won it in 1909. They finished
gsecond. They won again in 1910, 1912, 1913, 1914. Cubs were some-
thing. They was some kind of a ball team. That's when they had
Mordicai Brown, Ed Roelbach. They had six pitchers. They had no
bull pen. When a guy started he finished the game., Yes. Yes. And
Fred Schulte was the long hitter.

But Detroit was playing the Cubs in 19209 and they had a fellow catching

warmup pitches see. And Frank Chance saw him and he went after him.
He's the first catcher ever in baseball to squat behind the pitcher,
behind the hitter. Jimmy Archer. They couldn't see that. Detroit
couldn't. They dragged him off and he was their number one catcher
about eight or ten years. Squat, he had some troubled arm and the
pitcher raised his leg up and he'd throw the ball just about a couple
of feet above the ground to the second base, right on the guys trying
to steal. Well he was something. He was with the Cubs about ten or
twelve years until he quit playing baseball. Jimmy Archer. And he
was a good hitter. But he couldn't run. He had to get about two
base hits almost to get to first base, Almost to first base.
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Q. Now Cory, will you tell me more about some of your other jobs
that you had in Chicago besides Commonwealth Edison and Western
Electric?

A. Well, it's been so long ago. It's hard for me to connect them

up see. I can't hardly think of which ones comes first. Just got
old, Not fresh like it was see. Well there was just, there's nothing
connected much with those.

Q. Well, you worked in a drug store. What did you do at the drug
store?

A. I was assistant to the manager in the drug store.
Q. What kind of work did they have you do daily?

A. T was in charge when he wasn't there I was the boss. I put the
cash away and made a routine. What he did. He was a Frenchman.
Seems like his name was DuBois. Something like that. Very close
to the word DuBois but it wasn't DuBois. It had Du to it.

Q. What was the drug store like?

A. Oh, the finest drugstore in Chicago. Oh, gorgeous thing. Yes.
Oh, that ceiling. Oh, breath taking that ceiling in that place.
High ceiling. Awful high ceiling. That was in the Reliance Build-
ing. ©Nothing in the building above the drug store but doctors.
Doctors and dentists was all there was in the building above that.

And it had the fastest elevators in Chicago. High speed elevators.
Have you ever seen them starters, the wooden clippers. They start,
you know, and they go back and forth and the elevator don't leave.
He starts the elevators. He sends them away. They don't leave until
he sends them. They always gets the doors closed and boy they're
just gone. Yes. They were the fastest elevators in Chicago. And
shafts. One of the early, early first elevators with a shaft you
know. Used to be just a motor in the top and the motor would run
and pull it up. And they put that shaft and they went away down in
the ground. And then it'd sleeve as it got down, it would sleeve.
Then as it went up it extends and push the car up to the fourteenth
floor,

That building is still there, the Reliance Building. It's got bay
windows on it. It's on the southwest corner of the intersection
and it's got bay windows on the east side and on the north side.
Every floor's got bay windows on it. Pretty building. Kind of a
tile, some kind of a brown tile as I recall. Yes.

Q. What intersection?

A. Washington and State. Washington and State. Across the street
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is Hyman Burg. Big jewelry store. And the other catty corner on the
south from Hyman Burg south on the other corner, on the southwest,
southeast corner is Marshall Fields. I forget what's on the other
corner over there. Seem like it, I forget, on the other corner, I
just don't visualize it at all. I don't know why. If I'd see a
picture, it'd come to me. But I just don't remember what was on

that northwest corner. I can't remember what was there., That's
unusual for me. I remember anything. All them other intersections
all the way down the street I can remember but T don't remember

what was there.

Q. What was the name of the drug store?

A. Central Drug. Central Drug. And there was a woman that owned

it. This DuBois he was just the manager and he liked the way I
handled it and he asked me if I'd consider a change. That's when I
told him it would have to be the financial end of it. He asked me
how much T made. And I doubled my salary. He give me more than

that see, he give me more. So I practically almost tripled my salary.

Q. And where did you meet this man?

A. He come in and bought an overcoat. And he liked the way I handled
him, I give him the clerk's and everything see. Because I handled
everybody like that not particularly him., I didn't know who he was.
He had his wife and little boy with him. I didn't know who he was.
But after the other clerk went away or something, they'd get some
more coats. That's when he said to me, if I'd come and see him.

He told me who he was and to come and see him. And so I told him I
could go to work. So the next day I give them two weeks notice the
next day. And I worked two weeks and I went up there. I went up
there about a year and a half.

Q. Where were you working when you met him?

A. At the Hub. The Hub. T had charge of forty-seven salesmen sell-
ing nothing but coats, overcoats, topcoats, you know. Whole floor
was nothing but overcoats. And they did an awful business you know.
And then that Hub was so big. Then they went across the street, they
were on the northwest corner and now they're on the-~wait a minute,
They were on the corner like out here like the governor's, yes.

That would be the northwest and they went across the street like
right over here. 8o then they went to the north, northeast corner,
right across the street and built about twenty-five story building.
That 's where they are today.

They're quoted on the stock, you know. You can see it like Illinois
Central Industries, like a lot of those big ones they have, you know.
I go by their name, their names. Clayton, no. I can't think of
their names. I'd know it if I'd see it on that stock I'd know it.
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But just right now it don't come to me. But I notice it on there all
the time., The stock goes up and down, fluctuants right with the
rest. They were Jewish. They were Jewish people there. Seems like
it was Clayton. No. Something like Clayton.

Q. So you worked at a clothing store called the Hub in downtown
Chicago, and you worked at the Central Drug store. Can you remember
any others that you worked at, any other jobs that you did?

A, When I first went to Chicago and went out to the-—-went to work
for the Western Electric. Then I left there and went to the Common-
wealth Edison see. It was way late, four or five years after T got
away from that, before I went to the drug store. Then I went back.
I used to loaf around the corner at Thirty-first and Cottage Grove
and there was a one arm fellow, Sheldon B. Otis. He was in the
accounting department. I was talking to him. And he said, "Why

did you do this? Why don't you get back with the company?" So he
got me back in with the Commonwealth Edison. And I was there for
vears and that's when they sent me to Mattoon, see.

Q. I see,

A, Sheldon B. Otis. He was a nice looking fellow and he had a little
store way out at Thirty-first, had a substation in there, sold sta-
tionery, little icebox, cold drinks. And then up in front, he rented
to a fellow that repaired jewelry. And boy that guy was good. And
boy he was busy. He paid pretty good rent there. He was right up

in the window see. And every evening there was always a bunch hung
around there, around that store. And when you get a half a dollar

in change or something Sheldon B., he'd always saved the half a dollar.
He saved half a dollars. He'd accumulate so many and he'd take them
to the bank, you know, and deposit them. And he'd start saving them
again. Just half dollars. That's all. No quarters or nothing.

Just half dollars. Nice looking fellow.

S0 one time with the Commonwealth Edison, I had a chance, charge of
lamp renewals. Well there was about “thirty-five trucks all electric
driven, all electric trucks. And there was a driver and a helper.
Something in mind there I was going to bring out. So we had a fellow
and I had charge at the warehouse we were loading but I was in charge
there. And I'm the one that routed all this stuff and then they
supervised it and get them lined up. And the trucks would back up

in the morning and get their tray of lamps and stuff, you know,
meters to go to a new connection.

S0 I had a fellow working here, Hogan was his name. Boobie Hogan we
called him. He was always cutting up, acting the fool. At Christ-
mastime the company gave every employee a turkey, and this Sheldon
B. Otis, oh he was a beautiful scroll you know and shade. And he
addressed all those cards. So I knew him so well, see. And I took
an old greasy chain out of an elevator. It was dead weight, loose
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dead weight, and put in a lot of the cotton batten, black cotton or
grey, deep grey cotton batten these lamps used to come in. They
don't use that today. And put this chain in it and got it pieced
about how much a turkey would weigh. He put it in a sack and felt
just like a turkey. And I put that old greasy chain in there and

I had Sheldon—-I told him what I was doing--had him write another
card just like the other one with this guy's name on it. So I called
him in the office and went over and told him that the company was
asking about him. I give him a lot of lies see and I said the
company-~-and he was just goofy enough to believe it see. Anyone
with any reasoning at all knew it couldn't be true. And I said,
"The company has decided to give you two turkeys instead of one."
So he takes the two turkeys home. Oh, he was so proud. You know,
he got two turkeys instead of one. Well, it just so happened the
first one he opened was that chain and he was telling me about it.
Boy you ought to see us getting that other ome opened. (laughter)
And he got a big kick out of it.

I used to pull a lot of stuff like that and get away with it. Well,
we had another fellow. His name, his name,that funny, his name don’'t
come to me. It's a short name. So anyway, there was some literature
that came--I may think of it. So I could always think of something
to pull on somebody see. But never, nothing when anybody would ever
get hurt see. So now I said to him—-now he was kind of a go easy

and a brilliant kind of a boy at that. After it he became Auditor

of a division, he was that brainy, yes. But he's new, young and
green, see. And I said, "Now here's a young lady, same name as
yours," I said out there. He didn't have no girl. I said, "Now
there is a chance to get acquainted with this girl. Sit down and
write her a nice letter and ask for her picture."” And he did. He
got a letter from her but he didn't get no picture. And she told
him it was nice hearing from him, the same name as hers, but she
didn't make it a habit of sending her photograph to absolute strangers
even though the name was the same as hers.

So what do I do? I get a goofy guy. He's cross-eyed and put.a woman's
hat on him and a jacket with them great big sleeves tied to the elbows
on and took two or three pictures of him. And then I write her_.a
letter and T imitate his writing. I used to could do it. See 1'd
imitate his writing and wrote her a letter and told her that inasmuch
as she didn't see fit to send her picture, I'm enclosing two or three
of my own. But she fires them back to him and he says, "I don't
remember sending them to her," he said. "That's my writing."
(laughter) So finally I had another fellow. That guy, he was really
something. What I mean, T could give him something to do and I knew
just as sure as I had breath it would be done and donme right. The
fellow's name was John Gilduf. He was just a little older than the
other fellow. Different type of fellow all together see. So he
caught—~John knew what I'd done. He caught him laughing see. And
then, and he said, "That's another one of your tricks," he said.
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And I had to laugh too. Well that ended it. That's all there was
to it. And she lived at White Hall, Illinois. White Hall, Kull,
Kull was the name. K-U-L-I. Benner Kull was his name see. And her
name was the same, I said, "There you can get acquainted with that
girl. And you might marry her. She wouldn't even have to change
her name see."

I get a letter, oh boy she was good looking., She's been married two
or three times now. She lives on a farm with her brother-in-law
southwest of Mattoon. Her name was Blanche Williams. Oh, she was
good looking. And she had another sister. And you'd never know
they were sisters. They didn't look anything alike. Well this
other one, the ugly one married a good looking guy, name of Dole.
Real big farmer, dealed in cattle. And now in later years when I
was away from there and everything, she marries a fellow, a farmer,
right across the road from her sister by the name of Walker. So you
see her initial is still the same. And he didn't live eight months
after they got married. And she inherited that big farm. And it's
right across the street. Now she lives with her sister and that's
her farm right across the road. But she rents the farm out.

I hear from her every Christmas I hear from her. Every Christmas.
Yes, just at Christmas. Blanche Walker. When she married, she
married a fellow the first time he was a shoe salesman from Mattoon
and T give her a clothespin for a wedding gift. She had that for
years. '"I've still got the clothespin," every time I'd see her.
She always liked me. Just not too friendly way, as a person see.
Because I can always pull a lot of stuff see.

Q. So you went back then to Commonwealth Edison from the drug store
and they moved you to Mattoon. Tell me about that.

A. Moved to Mattoon with CIPS. Well, that was created, that's high
finance and then there was the Commonwealth Edison and the Middle
West Utilities in the north of Chicago was the holding company see.
It was the holding company.

Q. Holding company for whom?

A. TFor this CIPS. And Samuel Emsull, be was the big shot with the
Commonwealth Edison. Samuel Insull. - Oh.God, man. he was high finance.
Oh Christ. He was known internationally known, that man was. Yes.
Then they put the squeeze on him you know. Afterwards he lost his
reputation in a way. Because they put the squeeze on him. That is
other big high finance, get him down see. And he went out on the
ocean in a boat way out on the ocean so they couldn't serve papers

on him see. But he didn't do anything wrong. But they just put the
squeeze on him to overcome him see. So they get the gravy. And they
broke him, they wound up by breaking him. But he's the founder and
the big guy with the Commonwealth Edison. And down at Mattoon, the
CIPS, the president was Marshall E. Samsel, Marshall E. Samsel. And
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George Hamilton, yes he was the president. And George Hamilton was
the vice-president. But Samsel, he was in Chicago most all the time.
But Hamilton run the thing see. Boy he was a nice man. Good friend
of mine,

Q. How did they come about to create CIPS?

A. How about what?

Q. How did they come about to decide to create CIPS?
A. Well, I wouldn't know . . .

Q. Well, you said you didn't know how they created CIPS but how did
you come to Mattoon then?

A. How did I what?
Q. How did you return to Mattoon?

A. Well, they asked me to go to Mattoon. They asked me how I would
like to go. ‘And then they told me about this company see. And then,
"How would you like to go?" I said, "Well, that would be all right,
I'd like to go to Mattoon." But they didn't know, if they'd look up
my papers, they would have saw I was from Mattoon see. But they
didn't do that so they didn't know they sent me to my hometown.

First thing I done was buy a couple of racehorses. That's when I
had that good racehorse.

Q. What was your job then when you came to Mattoon with the CIPS?

A. My first position with them was a bookkeeper. I was a bookkeeper.
Just general accounts you know. That is the, oh, I've been away from
that so long and just the right phrases, the words to use. The con-
sumer see. Just regular accounts, residential, commercial accounts.
And I don't even remember what town. It wasn't Mattoon. It was some
other town but the bookkeeping was all done in Mattoon see at that
time. At that time, later on those accounts were moved to the
different towns.

END OF TAPE TWO, SIDE ONE
Q. Now you say you were the man that took all the new ledgers down

to the other cities?

A. I took, out of the main office to the different towns, installed
the bookkeepers.

Q. Where did you take them? What were some of the towns that you
took them to?
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A. Harrisburg, Benton, Carbondale, and DuQuoin, Not DuQuoin, not
DuQuoin. We didn't have DuQuoin. Effingham. It was south, South
of Mattoon. I used to know all them towns.,

Q. How did you get back and forth to these towns?

A. Trains. Rode the trains. There was trains, yes. You rode the
trains all the time, No other. Well, there was a few automobiles,
but the company didn't have automobiles. You went by train, Yes.
People didn't travel great distances. That's W. R. Hayes, Sr, Make
that W. R, Hayes Sr.

Q. And who was he?

A. He was the man that I bought the sandwiches off at the train,
Afterwards was a millionaire. He was the one the Hayes Fair Acres
of the Hambletonian and everything at DuQuoin. And his sons heired
all that. He died and his sons heired it. But he tried for years
to try to get the grand circuit at DuQuoin when he was there hut
never got it done, But ahout five years after he died his two sons
got the grand circuit at DuQuoin. That's just like major league
baseball is to baseball see.

Q. This man started hy selling sandwiches and soda pop at the train
depot?

A. That's right. Yes. Not only there but everywhere see, Just
around town. And that's the way he got started. And he was so honor-
able and everything. And then he got the Coca Cola Agency there.

See then he had a little, at first I think lie had a-—I heard something
about somebody, a relative or something knew how to make pop. It was
news to me. But I never thought about it so I didn't go into because
I just didn't care anything about it. But there was somebody, some-
body an immediate the family somewhere, a relative, sister or some~
thing, knew how to make this pop and he opened a Bottling, a little
bottling works see. And then he got the Coca Cola.

Inasmuch as he had the bottling, he was the only one around there
that had that kind of a plant. He was able to get the Coca Cola
plant. And so he just continued his, just had Coca Cola see, Then
he built a Coca Cola, and it's the largest bottling plant that Coca
Cola has. TIt's on that fairgrounds, you can see it from the road,
Not very far from the road. It's only about a hundred, fifty feet
back from the road to the east when you're going south on the east
side of the road. It's right in that fairground.

Q. And how did he develop this fairground?

A. Well, just he liked horses. First he had-—then he got money--he
like horses and he had a, what they call purses. He begin to branch
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out see. And then he made ice cream. And he called it Midwest.
Midwest. It was Midwest first. He called it Midwest Ice Cream.
And then his racing stable was Midwest Stable see. And he used it
like Hanover Shoe Farms makes use of Hanover race horses see. He
used Midwest Ice Cream, milk and cream. And delivered milk around
them towns, big dairy and that's the way he got started. That and
the soda pop. First thing you know he had a lot of money. He
branched out and he quit everything and sold out the dairy and quit
the ice cream business and just stayed with Coca-Cola and that's
what made him wealthy.

Q. Now, Cory, what was it like to work with this new company that
was just being created, CIPS?

A. Well, it was, I never even give it a thought. There was no dif-
ference at all. Because I was more or less familiar with all the
heads see. My boss was P. A. Erlach, P. A. Erlach, P. A. E-R-L-A-C-H.

Q. And what was he . . ,
A. He was the general auditor of the company.

Q. General Auditor. And what was the biggest problem that you
faced when you went with this new company, do you think?

A. Well, the biggest problem, T don't like to expose, I don't want
that on there what I'm going to say.

Q. Okay. Okay.

A. Because was diversion of energy. And I was an expert on that.
I became an expert on that. And I had a way of detecting it and
finding it. Like businesses, half of it will be on a meter and half
of it off. And the bilg end of it would be off and the small end
would be on the meter, And I used to find that. Afterwards had a
crew of men. We worked on that. Had five or six men on the road
and I was in charge. And we worked on that. That's on income.
That's out of the accounting department.

Q. Well, how did they then get all the electricity out from the . .
A. These towns?
Q. . . . yes, out to the towns?

A. Well, those towns, after I was first informed about going and
they asked me about going to Mattoon, that's the first I knew. I
didn't know this was all going on, being created all the time. I
knew nothing about it. I wasn't in that department., See it was out
of my category. Then I made a trip to Mattoon. Oh, it was just
vacation or something. And I was telling the people down there,
"That I'm with the company that's going to buy Mattoon, Charleston,
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Paris, Pama, Taylorville, all those." And they said, "Oh, there
isn't anybody that's got that much money,"

Mattoon had streetcars, heating, electric, gas, water, ice and they
took all that over. Anybody that come in there. They had, wait a
minute. No. No., No. After they came in there, they had the inter-
urban just run from Mattoon to Charleston because a lot of traffic
between the two towns, the county seat and Mattoon. Mattoon's about
twice as big as Charleston, but Charleston is the county seat. And
even today there's a double road just between those two towns you
know like an interstate. And they had an interurban. Fifteen cents
round trip. And they had a amusement park half way between you know.
For people to go out, swimming pool, dance hall, roller skating rink,
and one thing and another. And people would ride out there fifteen
cents, you know and ride back. Spend the money on the interurban.

Then they built a streetcar line in Charleston, streetcar line, had
streetcars, little streetcars. And they had streetcars in Mattoon
that went way from the east. About three and a half miles from
Mattoon and this streetcar line run clear through Mattoon see and
the one at Charleston run from the square south down a hill and up
a hill and out to the, to that Eastern Illinois University. And so
just back and forth from downtown out to your . . . .

Q. Then to get the energy out to the people, they had to have high
wires, right?

A. The high tension, you mean? Yes.
Q. Yes.

A. It was a funny thing about that. It's a complicated thing. Like
Art Kent. I've got a card there for Art Kent., He's up there, he's
east of Athens, west of Athens there, three miles. He still has got
CIPS juice. He don't have this so called co-op. He's the first and
only one that had the money and had them hang a transformer on the
high land and reduced it to a hundred and twenty and he still uses
CIPS juice on his farm. He was the first and only one out there that
had it. The others saw how nice he had everything. So there was
several others that had the money, they had it put in. Yes.

Q. Did they have a hard time setting up these poles? How did they
get them out to the country and all set up?

A. Well, they hauled them through the country with horses. That

was before motors or trucks were big enough to haul anything like

that. And there'd be eight or ten, twelve horses pulling just two

or three poles. And these wagons, you know, on the wagon gears there'd
be maybe twenty feet apart the wheels and the wagon would be in up

to the hub and the mud out across the fields. They had to get per-
mission and a contract to build the line across a man's farm. It
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didn't take much space. They'd follow pretty close to a fence where
they wouldn't take any space see.

I remember I saw it one time. So T just can remember just seeing it.
There was about ten horses pulling about two poles. And the wagon,
the wheels were clear up to the hub, the mud you know across the
country. Tt was plowed ground a lot of that you know. Where corn
was planted and wheat and stuff. And the mud, muddy in the spring.
Oh, it was something. Then they got all that all donme. Then the
late years when they had something to really do something like that
with, accomplish something like that, why and they didn't have the
work. They had it all in. The hard way.

Q. What did they use to construct the poles? How were the poles
constructed?

A. Well, they were, of course, they were the regular poles see. High
tension poles was the taller and larger pole and then all like an

arm. This still is the large pole like in town but a little larger
pole and little taller pole. T can tell CIPS out across——now if
they're going any great distance like from Keuokuk they've got two
poles and a cross arms and hang down with long, you've seen those
lines. And then you see a lot of them with those steel construction.
Those are big rich companies, you know. CIPS most of them, most of
them are wooden poles see and cross arms hanging down. The steel
construction is so expensive see.

Q. So if they'd make them just cross arm, how did they make when
you had them, when you were with CIPS?

A. Well, they had this wishbone construction.
Q. Can you describe that for me please?

A. Well, it was the shape of a wishbone like a chicken wishbone.
Hot wires on one side and the neutral on the other see. And the -
neutral wire was always above the hot wire so if it fell it created
nothing. See it was a neutral wire. Didn't have the hot wire above
the neutral. The neutral was always above the hot wire. And that
wishbone, today it's metal. In those earlier days they had some
way of building it up out of wood that looked similar to a wishbone.
But they still call it wishbone construction. Two wires on one side
of the pole and one on the other.

Q. So you had the two hot wires on the same side . . .

A. No, no, no. No the neutral wire was the top wire of the two on
one side. The lower wire was the hot wire and the hot wire over on
the other side by itself. They've changed a lot of that today.
Today is nothing like it was in the earlier days.
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Oh, no. I was talking to some fellow there that, the other day that
was putting in that burglar alarm at the shoe store there. And then
meters were metal, today they're all glass, all enclosed in glass.
Glass is a nonconductor see. Metal was a conductor. They shunt it,
they put in, isn't that funny. Just had a word for it. See the
wires go in like this see. The two wires here, just the neutral
wires. The outside wires was the hot wires. So they'd have at the
bottom of the meter see four wires go in underneath like that. Well,
s0 I'm trying to think of that. Oh, the jumper, it used a jumper.

Q. It's called a jumper?
A. A jumper. Yes. And I've got to draw that for you.
Q. Okay. Here. 8o you got the meter then, you have a meter.

A. Now, wait. (Drawing) I'm going to draw what it looks like for
you. They were a fine metal, fine type of metal. You could cheat
with them. You could drill holes in there and they did that.

Q. And so they had wires coming out of the bottom of the meter, right?

A. Yes. Well, they still go on the bottom of the meter. Yes, you
can see them. You can see them. You see there's——the early days
all Westinghouse meters just had three hands see. You only run
9.99, 9.99 and one is one 1.000 and then they start over again.

Just only register nine hundred and ninety-nine kilowatts and one

is a thousand. And then they start neutral again and start one, two,
and see. First time it would be one, two and three. And finally at
the end it would be nine, ninety-nine. Now the outside wires here
are hot wires and these two inside wires are neutral wires and they
went up and worked into the mechanism and there's a little disc,
you've seen it. The old metal meters they had openings see like
that. You could see that disc. You could just see the edge of it,
what was turning. And then there was always a black spot in it for
it to go by to see that it was running. So any type of vision you
could see that black spot go by.

So what they used to do in the early days the wiring, all wiring was
in the open. Today it's in conduit see. And the meters are glass
and the glass is a nonconductor. It rains on the glass, the old
metal just runs out and runs down around the wire and maybe get up
in there and might cause a fire. Where today it's glass. But any-
way now down in southern Illinois, around them coal mines, there's
just nothing at all. Dozens and dozens and dozens of jumpers. Now
the jumpers is like this. It's an ordinary wire. Now what I'm draw-
ing here now, Joe, that's insulation. That's an insulated wire see.
Now the wire is in there see. Now here's the other. Now here's the
same wire that's inside there see. That's the same wire inside and
they take this and they sharpened this wire off to a point and they
bring this up here and they stick it in there and here which they
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can't do today because the meter is protected. Today--the old meter
you see hanging on the wall and you could just do anything with them,
Today it's all enclosed and this wire, they put that in there like
that.

Q. They put it in where the hot wires go?

A. Hot wires, yes. And when the juice came in, it came in the hot
wires to this see and then come back around down here and went back
up here and on out. It didn't go in the meter. That's the jumper.
Oh, God, I used to have a box full of them I used to get. I got one
time in the drug store over at Pittsfield, a big drug store. And
that guy cried. He didn't want it. I said, '"No, I've got to turn

it in. This is my work." Didn't want me to. I said, "I'm suppose
to be honest, I can't do nothing about it. I've got to turn it in
and you'll have to handle it with them." But they were pretty easy

on him, But anyway they had that on there. The meter wasn't regis-
tering at all. All the lights were all on. And I went to the meter
and he don't know who T am. I'm an inspector. And the meters not
even turned a peg. But there's the jumper on the meter. And that
jumper is like that. On the outside wire, see. That's your hot
wire. On the outside wire. Don't do no good to put it on the
neutral wire,

Q. That's true.

A. Put it on the hot wire. And the current comes up here to here
and comes back around over here. See the idea, the current travels
in and out. That's why the theory of the two wires. The current
travels. So this current comes in on this wire and comes back on
this jumper back over here and goes back out here see and don't go
into the meter. This just takes it away from the meter. So the
meter don't even get it. It don't go up there. But you've got
current but you pull that down out of there and you turn the lights
on, the meter starts to run. Because that's what they call a jumper
now. Oh, God, I seen a lot of them. And some big ones on big power
or something you know. Yes. They'd have big wires, big as this,
wire would be as big as this pencil, this pen. Then they sharpened
off to a point, push it up in there. Maybe it'd be thirty-five,
forty motors on there. Wouldn't be registering anything. Yes.

Yes.

Q. Can you make some comparisons between the way the electricity
and all that was delivered and how it was to have electricity when
you started with CIPS, compared to how it is today?

A. Oh, well, there's no comparison. There's no comparison. Now
the early days, it was like I say with this skirted insulator, the
old style insulator would heat and everything and they'd crack when
it rained. The insulator looked all right to look at it. When it
rained the water runned down through that crack, the lights would
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go out see. Maybe all over town. .All on account of that one crack
in that one insulator. If it was on the main line. Maybe it would
be 1n a district or subdivision, one transformer bank. Used to be
a big transformer bank right over right back of the Lincoln Theatre.
Is one transformer or two there yet but nothing like there used to
be. That theatre you know takes a lot of juice.

Q. So this would be like the insulators on the high power lines . . .

A. Yes. That's what T said they've improved the material, the style
and put %0 many more skirts. You've seen, you can just visualize on
the high line. Remember seeing them and hang way down there about
eighteen or twenty inches, about twelve, fourteen skirts. Used to

be only about three skirts in early days see. Then there's this
crack and it rained and the lights would go out. See now they've

got that pretty well perfected, that high temsion business. That's
all got away from me because ‘that's all taken place since I've got
out of that business,

And the electricity, nobody knows yet what it is. Nobody knows what
it is or what causes. Nobody knows what electricity is. It's in
lightning and you can generate it. Nobody knows. But they've
improved the theory and everything about how te control it and they
can do so much more with it than there use to be. Just lights or
maybe an old motor or something was about all, they could ever, but
now they use it in many, many ways. And they've improved the x-ray
too, with it.

Q. BSo when did you move to Springfield, Cory?
A. In 1921.
Q. You came here from Mattoon?

A. From Mattoom, yes. -That's when the company started moving up
here in 1920. And I came up here after they'd had been here and

kind of got the offices established and then I came. It was pretty
well established when I came. They bought the old Ridgely Farmers
National Bank omn the corner where Barker's is. Then the company
built that building there, that fifteen story building. Used to be
an old about a five story building, great big windows. ‘Pretty mnear
as big as that opening. Big plate glass windows. Kind of a pretty
old building.  Narrow, kind of a narrow building. And they bought
that and then they bought the——it was the Fancy Bazaar. There was
two or three stores besides the bank building that they bought to
build that building that's built there now. Now there's the building
and the bank, they've got the bank and the CIPS building is all there
is on the east side.of the square now.

Q. So they built the building then that's on the corner of Sixth
and Adams? :
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A, On Adams.
Q. Right.

A, Yes. That was, wasn't too many years after, long.about 1923 they
started on it. They were two or three years building that building.
That was some building when they built that building. That set back
and everything. And they used to have big arch lights up there.
Flood lights all in color at Christmastime, - all the lights that
little story part up there. When that building was first built the
Sangamo Club moved out of Fifth right there by where you are. They
moved out of the building to that top part of that building.

Sangamo Club. Then they moved from there over to where they are now
on Washington Street, just across East Adams. Yes. That was the
wholesale grocery. They made that over. That's something. I don't
know why, I guess the rent was too high there in that building or
something. They had elevator service way up on the top floor. It
was something. It just wasn't just what they thought it would be.
They just weren't satisfied with it.
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Q. Then the first building that you worked at here in Springfield
was up here on the corner of Fifth and Monroe at the Ridgely Building?

A, No, no. Not Fifth and Monroe. No. Where this tall building
is now. Sixth and Adams where the tall building is now.

Q. Yes. Oh, T see.

A. The Ridgely Farmers National Bank was on that corner. They
bought that building and then they bought I think it was the Fancy
Bazaar and the Boston Store see.

Q. I see. I see now. Then they tore all that out and they put up
the new one.

A. Tore that out and built the new one. Yes. Yes.
Q. I see. And you continued in your job as an auditor or an inspector?

A. Yes. Yes. Sometimes I'd leave on Sunday and sometimes I'd leave
on Monday. But always would come in Friday and went in with a report
on in the way of local reports. Not a complete report, kind of a
conditional report. They wanted to know was you finding much, how's
everything.

Q. So what did you do, what other types of jobs did you do while
you lived here.

A. After I left the company, 1 was kind of the authority on fire
prevention with the company. And I used to hang around the fire
department a lot. Well there was a fellow down there that worked,
that drove the truck, awful nice man. He was talking to Russel Hemp,
he lived out in Oak Knolls, and he had a grocery store and this
fellow, this fireman traded with him. And he said, "You don't know
where some kind of an elderly fellow, kind of on the ball do you?"
And he said, "I know the fellow if you can hire him." Well I went
out there and I was all dressed up. I used to dress you know. I
remember I had a big black long ulster overcoat on and he just laughed.
He said, '"Well, I could never afford to pay what you'd want." And

I said, "I wouldn't want too much.”

So I went to work for him. And I worked there about three, three
and a half years for him., Then I left him and went over on Cedar
with a fellow by the name of Summers. He and his wife both run the
s#ore but he had a nice business, a big business. And it was kind
of a coffee deal in those days, coffee scarcity. 1 remember he had
the underneath house he had a big cellar or basement and how he had
that just full of coffee, Folger's Coffee. Then he's selling it out
and making a lot of money on it. He was selling it fifty-eight
cents a pound. Making a lot of money at fifty-eight cents a pound.
Today those cans are two or three dollars.



Edwin E. Cory 47

He's dead now. Him and his wife are both dead. But he wasn't very
old. He was World War II man. He could eat more beans than anybody

I ever saw. His wife fixed good beans and I used to always eat the
lunch with them at noon there. See the store is kind of right along
the residence. You could go right out of the store right into their
kitchen. She dalways had a nice lunch. And that guy he pile them like
a hay stack. That guy could eat all them beans. If she had pie, he'd
eat the pie first and then he'd eat the beans.

Q. What year did you leave CIPS?
A. 1932,

Q. That was your retirement?

A. Yes, yes. Yes.

Q. So you would have been how 0ld? How old were you when you
retired, Cory?

A. I don't remember. Wait a minute. I'd have to figure back.

1932. About fifty, fifty-two, fifty-three years old. Well I had a
little misunderstanding with my boss. And at that particular time.
He was kind of a short horse. And even today you don't dare mention
his name to anybody with the company. He was a brain. He was smart.
Clever in figures, but no principle, little principle. The story
was that--a lot of fellows they didn't dare say anything-~he let me
g0, he let me to put on a basketball player, fellow name of White.

Well then my wife I had my wife, I had my family then. My wife went
and talked with him and cried and everything. It was 1930, 1932.
That's right when the Depression was on. You couldn't buy a job.
Hell, there was engineers and everything running elevators and doing
everything. That was R. B. Telpin. I remember when he come to work
for the company.

Q. You say you had a wife. When did you get married, Cory?

A. When was I married? 1919. November 1, 1919. T had a wife and
fathered two kids. Child prodigies both went to high school when
they was eleven years old.

Q. What was the name, what was your wife's name?

A. Beulah.

Q. What was her maiden name?

A. Peters, P-E-T-E-R. Peters. She had the sweetest mother. There

was three boys, there was seven kids. Three boys and four girls.
Three boys and four girls.

















































































































































