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Preface 

This manuscript is the product of a tape-recorded interview by 
Virginia Bomke for the Oral History Office, Sangamon State University 
in November, 1972. Rosalyn Bone transcribed the tape and Ellen 
Waggoner edited the transcript. 

Marie Cordes was born in Richland, Illinois, June 6, 1900. She lived 
in Richland and near Farmingdale all her life and recalls changes she 
has seen in Farmingdale. She also relates the early history of the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, founded by Germans, in Farmingdale in 1898. 

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator 
and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style 
that is inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University 
is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for 
views expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangarnon 
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708. 



Marie Cordes, November 14,  1972, P leasant  P l a i n s ,  I l l i n o i s .  

V i rg in i a  Bomke, In te rv iewer .  

Q. . . . e a r l y  s e t t l emen t  by Miasouri-Synod Lutherans from Germany, 
t o  t h e  community around Farmingdale. How d i d  i t  happen t h a t  enough 
Lutherans came he re  t o  found t h e  I m a n u e l  Lutheran Church? 

A. Well, t h e r e  was j u s t  more Lutherans loca t ed  around he re  and they 
decided t h a t  they would l i k e  t o  have a Lutheran church a t  Farmingdale. 

Q. Yes, my next  ques t ion  has  been answered. Did they come as a body 
o r  group o r  d id  they come sepa ra t e ly?  P a r t i a l l y  answered. 

A. Well, they d i d n ' t  come i n  a group o r  they d i d n ' t  come sepa ra t e ly .  
Sometfmes.. t h e r e ' s  a few couples  come toge the r  and sometimes, you know, 
they come one a lone ,  too.  

Q. Did they come from Germany t o  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Coast and then migrate  
west,  o r  d id  they  come t o  t h e  Midwest d i r e c t l y  from Germany? 

A. They came t o  t h e  Midwest d i r e c t l y  from Germany. 

Q. What was t h e  year  of t h e  founding of t h e  Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
which has  s i n c e  been so ld?  

A. On November S th ,  1898. The f i r s t  s e r v i c e  f o r  a group of Lutherans 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Farmingdale w a s  he ld  when Professor  S t r eck fuss  of 
Concordia Seminary i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  preached i n  t h e  l o c a l  P re sby te r i an  
church. This  arrangement, which n e c e s s i t a t e d  a f te rnoon s e r v i c e s ,  
continued f o r  a few months but  beginning wi th  May 1899 s e r v i c e s  were 
he ld  i n  t h e  Farmingdale p u b l i c  school .  And of course,  s e r v i c e  was he ld  
i n  t h e  morning. Immediately fol lowing t h e  command of Chr i s t  t o  H i s  
church t o  feed  h i s  lambs, h i s  Sunday school  w a s  begun and s e s s i o n s  were 
previous t o  t h e  church se rv i ce .  During t h e  summer months t h e  Sunday 
school  was f u r t h e r  augmented by a day school  which w a s  t aught  by s tuden t s  
from t h e  Spr ing f i e ld  Seminary. This  l e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  confirmation c l a s s  
which w a s  made up of f o u r  boys and they were rece ived  i n t o  communion wi th  
a new group on Palm Sunday i n  1901. 

Q. Did you say November 1902 was t h e  d a t e  of i ts  f i r s t  dedica t ion?  

A. I n  1902--in t h e  s p r i n g  of 1902 t h e  congregation w a s  formally organized.  
Professor  S t r eck fuss  presented t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  which was adopted on 
A p r i l  t h e  20th, 1902 by e i g h t  vo t ing  members. The fol lowing men made up 
t h e  f i r s t  church counci l :  Andrew Bloechle,  Cha r l i e  Bomke, George Minder, 
and Michael Cordes. And a group of Lutherans from Sa l i sbu ry ,  who had 
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been having s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  church of t h a t  town and were 
served. by Pas to r  Caulk of Pe tersburg ,  jo ined  wi th  Farmingdale. Af te r  
t h i s  amalgamation t h e  school  bu i ld ing  proved t o  be too  small ,  s o  t h e  
congregation decided t o  b u i l d  a church. A l o t  was purchased from M r .  
Guard i n  Farmingdale fo r  seventy-f ive d o l l a r s .  And t h e  church was 
e rec t ed  at a c o s t  of about one thousand d o l l a r s  by M r .  Barths .  The 
bui ld ing  which is  t h e  p re sen t  church was dedica ted  on November t h e  
2nd, 1902. 

Q. These p ioneer  Lutherans were of t h e  Missouri  Synod. Why d id  they 
come t o  l i v e  h e r e  a t  Farmingdale and surrounding countryside? I suppose 
I mean why d i d  t h e s e  p ioneer  Lutherans of t h e  Missouri  Synod come t o  
l i v e  he re  a t  Farmingdale and surrounding countryside? 

A. A s  I say,  some of them had r e l a t i v e s  h e r e  and they  were a l r eady  
l i v i n g  he re  and t h a t ' s  t h e  reason they s e t t l e d  around Farmingdale. 

Q. Which came f i r s t ,  t h e  s e t t l emen t  he re  i n  I l l i n o i s  from Germany o r  
t h e  a f f i l i a t i o n  wi th  t h e  Missouri Synod? I mean, d i d  they have connection 
between Germany and t h e  Missouri  Synod t h a t  they--missions? 

A. No. No. 

Q. The f u l l  name of t h a t  ~ r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  cen tenn ia l  booklet  I have 
of t h e  Missouri  Synod Is The Evangel ical  Lutheran Synod of Missouri ,  
Ohio, and o t h e r  S t a t e s .  

A. Yes, but  t h a t  I s n ' t  . . . is  i s n ' t  t h a t  way any more, I mean . . . 
No, i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  Lutheran Church of Missouri Synod, now. 

Q. I see. Immanuel Lutheran Church. Who were t h e  p a s t o r s  of t h i s  church? 

A. The very f i r s t  p a s t o r  w a s  P ro fe s so r  S t r eck fuss  and he  w a s  here from 
1902 u n t i l  . . . u n t i l  1924. So he  was h e r e  twenty-two years .  Af t e r  t h e  
dea th  of P ro fe s so r  S t reckfuss  then  we were without  a permanent p a s t o r  f o r  
a l i t t l e  over  t h r e e  years .  During t h i s  vacancy, t h e  congregat ion w a s  
served by t h e  fol lowing vacancy pas to r s :  Professor  Hoffman of Concordia 
Seminary, Pas to r  Wegehoft of Chatham, Pas to r  K. H. Hein of New Ber l in ,  
and Pas to r  Keiser  of Athens. I n  May 1926 t h e  congregat ion decided t o  
reques t  a v i c a r  f o r  the fol lowing year .  M r .  Pfotenhauer w a s  ass igned  t o  
t he  congregat ion and he served u n t i l  t h e  end of Apr i l  1927 when he  
tendered h i s  r e s igna t ion .  It w a s  during t h e  v i ca rage  of M r .  Pfotenhauer 
t h a t  a Young People 's  Soc ie ty  was organized i n  t h e  congregation. The 
same meeting i n  which M r .  P fo tenhauer ' s  r e s i g n a t i o n  w a s  accepted t h e  
congregation decided t o  extend t h e  c a l l  t o  t h e  Reverend Raedecker. 
When Pastor Raedecker re turned  the  c a l l ,  i t  w a s  decided t o  p l ace  a 
c a l l  wi th  the board of assignments a t  t h e i r  coming meeting i n  S t .  Louis. 
This  move w a s  succes s fu l  and a long-vacant congregat ion w a s  assigned 
candida te  W. H. Di t scher ,  a graduate  of Concordia Seminary i n  S t .  Louis. 
On September 18, 1927 i n  t h e  morning s e r v i c e ,  t h e  congrega t ion ' s  annual 
missions f e s t i v a l ,  t h e  Reverend Di tscher  w a s  o rd ina ted  and i n s t a l l e d  by 
Professor  Kline,  t h e  p re s iden t  of Sp r ing f i e ld  Seminary. Since t h e  
congregation had no r e s i d e n t  p a s t o r  p r i o r  t o  Pas to r  Di t scher ,  i t  was 
now necessary t o  procure a parsonage. In  November . . . 
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Q. Tha t ' s  a ques t ion  I had here .  Did you have a parsonage from t h e  
beginning? 

A. No. I n  November 1927, t h e  dec i s ion  w a s  made t o  buy a parsonage. 
And t h e  house t h a t  t hey  bought f o r  a parsonage was occupied by t h e  
Hanna family. And a yea r  l a t e r  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1928 a furnace was 
i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h i s  bu i ld ing .  And Ladies Aid was organized dur ing  
Pas to r  D i t s c h e r ' s  s e r v i c e  here .  Twenty-three l a d i e s  was p re sen t  a t  
t h i s  meeting. And i n  . . . i n  1930, why Pas to r  Di t scher  accepted a 
c a l l  t o  Marshalltown, Iowa. And i n  October 1930, t h e  congregat ion 
c a l l e d  t h e  Reverend E. A. Dautenhahn who was he re  then  f o r  twenty-three 
years .  

Q. U n t i l  t h e  church jo ined ,  decided t o  j o i n  o t h e r  . . . 
A. With P leasant  P l a ins .  

Q. With Pleasant  P l a i n s ,  then? 

A. Yes. Pleasant  P l a i n s  and . . . 
Q. Mt. ? 

A. No. P leasant  P l a i n s a n d F a m i n g d a l e  decided t o  have t h e  same pas to r .  
The two congregat ions decided t o  have t h e  same pas to r .  And then  i n  . . . 
Q. Well, t h a t ' s  as f a r  as t h i s  should go for  now because I have another  
ques t ion  which . . . 
A. Okay. 

Q. Describe t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from t h e  German tongue t o  English,  a s  spoken 
by Americans, as we c a l l  ourse lves  today. 

A. Our very  f i r s t  English language spoken i n  our  church was t h e  day of 
ded ica t ion ,  the s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon w a s  spoken i n  t h e  English 
language. But as far  as having English s e r v i c e s ,  we d i d n ' t  have any 
English s e r v i c e s  t i l l  dur ing  World War I. 

Q. How soon--that's what I asked you--how soon was English preached 
from t h e  p u l p i t ?  That would be World War I. It wasn't  from t h e  
beginning which you had English i n  the af te rnoon s e r v i c e  of t h e  
dedica t ion ,  1902. 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Being of the C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ,  i t  should n o t  be too  hard t o  adopt a 
worldwide a t t i t u d e  toward l i f e ,  and people,  I should th ink .  Who were 
t h e  founders of the Immanuel Lutheran Church of Farrningdale i n  19021 

A. Well, I would say i t  would be t h e s e  f i r s t  f o u r  t h a t  w a s  on t h e  counci l .  

Q. On the counci l .  
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A. Yes. 

Q. What a r e  your memories of World War I, a s  i t  a f fec ted  your people 
i n  the  community? 

A. Well, I th ink i t  a f fec ted  our people i n  the  community very much 
because i t  was a very much--our church was very much of a German spoken 
church and of course, with t h e  war, why, we had t o  t u r n  t o  English. 

Q. Were theremany from your church d ra f t ed ,  o r  who served i n  t h e  armed 
se rv ices  at that: time? 

A. There were severa l ,  yes ,  

Q. Who were some of them? 

A. Ahlert Memlcen was one of them and George Boesdorfer and Cluny 
Boesdorfer and Willy Boesdorfer. J u s t  offhand I can ' t  th ink  of anyone 
e l s e .  

Q. Albert  Brandt? 

A. Albert Brandt, yes.  

Q. I don't: know whether they were a l l  draf ted .  

A. Yes. 

Q. Occupations. Now, t h i s  doesn't  have t o  do with World War I. This 
has t o  do with e a r l y  l o c a l  Farmingdale medicine. Who were some of the  
doctors  of t h e  community, a s  you remember them? In  e a r l y  . . . 
A. Doctor Henry Lutyens was a doctor the re  f o r  a good many years.  And 
the re  was a doctor  before  him but I can't remember h i s  name. 

Q. Was t he re  any doctor a f t e r  Doctor Lutyens? 

A. No, a f t e r  Doctor Henry Lutyens l e f t ,  why then, we d i d n ' t  have any 
res iden t  doctor i n  Farmingdale. 

Q. Farming. How did t h i s  progress through the  years?  

A. Progressed very w e l l .  

Q, Do you remember who had t h e  o the r  blacksmith shop i n  Farmingdale, 
besides Charles Bomke? 

A. I d idn ' t  know t h a t  these  was another blacksmith i n  . . . 
Q, Someone t h a t  I ' ve  interviewed has mentioned t h a t  there  was. 

A. Henry Kuder was t h e  one t h a t  run it. 

Q. That 's who they sa id .  
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A. Henry Kuder was t h e  one t h a t  run Char l i e  ~ o m k e ' s  blacksmith shop. 

Q. P o l i t i c s .  Who were some of t h e  peeple  who he ld  va r ious  o f f i c e s  i n  
t h e  community? 

A. Well, Harry Happer. 

Q. This  i s  p o l i t i c s .  

A. Y e s .  And B e r t  Watts w a s  superv isor ,  Harry Happer was county c l e rk .  
And Rolland Stone, of course,  Rolland Stone was no t  of our  church. Weren't 
any of t he se  of our church. 

Q. No, t h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  

A. Yes. 

Q. This  is  j u s t  p o l i t i c s .  

A. Yes. 

Q. Were t h e  people of t h e  Lutheran church p r e t t y  w e l l  d iv ided  as t o  
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n ?  

A. Well, I would say so,  yes. 

Q. World War 11. Who were some of the  members of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church who served i n  World War II? There were some I don ' t  
know. 

A. Boehme boys, Elmer Boesdorfer,  Walter Boesdorpher, Rolland Boesdorfer.  - 

J u s t  offhand I c a n ' t  . . . . 
Q. And t h e  Bloechle--while they weren ' t - - le t ' s  see .  Paul  Bloech1e;was 
he a Lutheran? 

A. Paul  Bloechle,  w a s  he  i n  s e rv i ce?  

Q. Was he i n  s e r v i c e ,  yes .  

A? Arthur  . . . I mean . . . 
Q. No, Alfred Bloechle. 

A. Alfred Bloechle w a s  in s e r v i c e .  

Q. That's what I mean. 

A. Yes, Alfred  Bloechle w a s  i n  s e rv i ce .  

Q. Education. Describe t h e  progress  of educat ion as exper2enced by 
you and your a s s o c i a t e s .  

A. Well, t h e  educat ion has  had q u i t e  a change since t h e  t i m e  t h a t  w e  used 
t o  go t o  a one-room schoolhouse and everybody had t o  walk t o  school .  Now, 
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I mean, they have consol ida ted  schools  and everybody r i d e s  t h e  bus t o  
school.  One t eache r  used t o  have t h i r t y  c h i l d r e n  and have a l l  grades.  
Now they  don' t  have it t h a t  way. 

Q. Concordia College i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  had q u i t e  a b i t  of i n f luence  among 
t h e  Lutherans of t h e  community; d i d  any of t h e  youth of t h e  community 
a t t e n d  Concordia Seminary i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A. V ic to r  Dautenhahn d id .  

Q. Where did-- that ' s  t h e  next  question--where d id  Vic tor  Dautenhahn 
s tudy f o r  t h e  minis t ry?  

A. Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q. I thought he  went t o  River . . . Oh, he v i ca red  a t  Riverton? 

A. Y e s ,  near  Chicago. 

Q. What o t h e r  co l l eges  d i d  t h e  people of t h e  church a t t end?  

A. Oh, t h e r e  some of them went t o  un*uers i t ies ,  Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s ,  
and d i f f e r e n t  co l l eges  around. 

Q. Blackburn was one of  them? 

A. Y e s ,  Blackburn. E l l a  Dautenhahn and Eleanor Bomke went t o  Blackburn. 
Yes. 

Q. Name some outs tanding  people and . . . 
A. Enumeration. 

Q. . . . and events  i n  l o c a l  Farmingdale h i s t o r y ,  as you recall them. 

A. Oh . . . Well, I t h i n k  Harry Happer w a s  a very outs tanding  man. I 
mean he  was a farmer and he a l s o  served as c i r c u i t  c l e r k  f o r  yea r s ,  a 
good many years ,  how many terms he served. 

Q. Was that c i r c u i t  c l e r k  o r  county c l e rk?  

A. County c l e rk .  Maybe i t  w a s .  John Bomke was an outs tanding  man. I 
mean h e  was involved i n  Farm Bureau, he was involved i n  . . . 
Q. Business? 

A. Business, yes. Farming. 

q,  Sold machinery? 

A. H e  s o l d  machinery and he  was involved i n  a l o t  of t h ings .  And of 
course,  rhe reused  t o  be  t h r e e  grocery s t o r e s  i n  Farmingdale a t  one t i m e ,  
you know, and a p o s t  o f f i c e .  

Q, All at  one t i m e .  Who were t h e  t h r e e  t h a t  were t h e r e  at one time? 
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A. Char l i e  B o d e  was running one s t o r e  and Happers had a s t o r e  on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  hard road and t h a t  w a s  Les  McGrady t h a t  used t o  run 
t h a t  and then  what used t o  be  t h e  Schmidt's s t o r e  on t h e  no r th  s i d e  of 
t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  t h e r e  was t h r e e  s t o r e s  t h e r e  a t  one t i m e .  Bert  Watts, 
I th ink ,  run t h a t  once upon a time. Andthen t h e r e  used t o  be a pos t  
o f f i c e  t he re .  M r .  John Knudson used t o  run t h a t  f o r  a good many years .  

Q. Some of t h e s e  o t h e r  people mentioned t h a t  they  had a grocery s t o r e  
and they  had t h i s  pos t  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  grocery s t o r e .  

A. Yes, yes. There was a l i t t l e  corner  taken o f f  of t h e  grocery s t o r e  
and t h a t ' s  where t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  w a s .  Y e s .  

Q. One o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  i s n ' t  Farmingdale bu t  r i g h t  h e r e  on t h i s  place-- 
Alber t  Brandt,  t h e  Brandts when they  l i v e d  t h e r e ,  they say  t h e r e ' s  an 
o l d  pos t  o f f i c e  t he re .  Now, what was t h a t  c a l l e d ,  t h a t  pos t  o f f i c e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  used t o  be  t h a t  o ld  house w a s  an  inn .  It w a s  a h o t e l  
where t h e  stagecoach used t o  s top .  It was an inn  and i t  had a pos t  
o f f i c e  i n  i t ,  yes .  

Q. J u s t  l i k e  t hey  have a t  C layv i l l e ,  only t h i s  h a s n ' t  been preserved? 

A. Yes. It w a s  t o m  down. But it was the  s tagecoach stop.  Yes. The 
rooms were real big and, oh, t h e r e  were twice a s  many rooms t h e r e  when 
t h e  Cordes family came t h e r e  as what t h e r e  was later yea r s  because they  
t o r e  about h a l f  o f  i t  down because i t  was.:so b ig .  

Q. A r e  t h e r e  any o t h e r  even t s  i n  l o c a l  Farmingdale t h a t  you . . . 
What was t h e  name of t h e  man t h a t  go t  k i l l e d  dynamiting? They s a i d  h i s  
name was Fe tze r  bu t  they d i d n ' t  know h i s  f i r s t  name. 

A. Henry. 

Q. Henry Fe tze r?  

A. Henry Fe tze r .  That w a s  near  Richland where h e  got  k i l l e d .  

Q. And was he dynamiting some rocks and stumps, b u t  someone s a i d  
something about nea r  a br idge .  

A. It w a s  near  a br idge ,  yes. It was j u s t  r i g h t  t h e r e  o f f  t h e  hard road. 

Q. I heard someone r e p o r t  about dynamite n o t  long ago and they s a i d  
dynamite always explodes downward. I don' t  know where I heard t h a t  j u s t  
r ecen t ly .  Maybe t h a t  had something t o  do wf th  t h a t .  

A. No. 

Q. Oh, they were t a l k i n g  about mining, on t h e s e  t a p e  recorders .  

A. No. 

Q. And they said dynamite always explodes downward. 
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A. That w a s  Adel la  Hofing and Mable Park ' s  dad t h a t  go t  k i l l e d ,  Henry 
Fe tze r  w a s  h i s  name. They l i v e d  r i g h t  up here .  

Q. West of Farmingdale? 

A. Yes, west of Farmingdale. Yes. 

Q. W e l l ,  we've d iscussed  t h e  road bu i ld ingandRol l and  Stone and I 
asked ques t ions  of o the r s .  Do you remember anything about t h e  road 
bui ld ing?  

A. When t h e  hard road went through? 

Q. Yes. 

A. There used t o  be a covered b r idge  t h e r e ,  too ,  on t h e  Farmingdale 
road. Where t h a t  b r idge  is t h e r e  on t h e  c reek  t h e r e  by t h e  P resby te r i an  
church. There used t o  be a covered b r idge  t h e r e ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  say  when 
t h e  hard road came through. I don ' t  know. That ' s  been a good many years 
ago, bu t  T j u s t  don ' t  remember. Used t o  never  could t r a v e l  t h e  Farmingdale 
Road t h e  s p r i n g  of t h e  y e a r  when it got--frost  came o u t  of t h e  ground 
because t h e r e  w a s  so many sp r ings  i n  t h e  road. You couldn ' t  g e t  through. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  r a i l r o a d  s topping a t  Farmingdale? 

A. Oh, w e l l ,  t h e r e  used t o  be a depot a t  Farmingdale, too. F i r s t  t h e r e  
was a depot on t h e  south  s i d e  of t h e  road t h a t  w a s  j u s t  a small depot 
and then  they b u i l t  a new, n i c e ,  b i g  depot on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  
r a i l r o a d  made ou t  of b r i ck ,  I th ink .  But then they t o r e  i t  down 
eventua l ly ,  too. They used t o  have a n  e l e v a t o r  t h e r e  and i t  burned 
down. 

Q. Where d i d  you l i v e  when you l i v e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Farmingdale? 

A. I never l i v e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Farmingdale. I l i v e d  at Richland. 

Q. Oh? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Well, I mean a f t e r  you married you l f ~ e d  n o r t h  of Farmingdale. 

A. Here. I l i v e d  r i g h t  he re .  North of Farmingdale, northwest.  That ' s  
t h e  only two p l aces  I've ever  l i v e d .  

Q. Would you say t h a t  Famingda le  w a s  cons iderably  l a r g e r  i n  popula t ion  
than  it used t o  be? 

A. No, i t ' s  smal le r .  

Q. But t h e  people n o r t h  of Farmingdale would make it. 

A. Yes. 

Q. But t h a t  i s  n o t  i n  Farmingdale. 
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A. No. 

Q. Right.  hat's by t h e  school. That would make more population. 
But i n  the  township d e f i n i t e l y  t h e r e ' s  more but not i n  Farmingdale. 

A. No, Farmingdale used t o  be a bigger place than i t  i s  now. I mean, 
as  f a r  a s  j u s t  r i g h t  the  town, r i g h t  around. O f  course, i t ' s  building 
up f u r t h e r  north,  now, but I know . . . 
Q. What do you r e c a l l  about Farmingdale's ea r ly  i n t e r e s t  i n  avia t ion?  

A. I don' t  know. I couldn't  t e l l  you. 

Q. It sa id  . . . my husband speaks with i n t e r e s t ,  I sa id  
the  t i m e  when Charles Lindbergh used t o  carry  t h g  m a i l  between St .  Louis 
and t o  Chicago, about t h i s .  

A. Well, he used t o  land there ,  you know, north of the  hard road, there .  
North of Doc ~ o b e r t s '  place, t h a t ' s  where he used t o  land. Charles 
Lindbergh. 

Q. You don't  remember when t h e  post  o f f i c e  of Farmingdale closed down? 

A. No, I don't .  It was s t i l l  going i n  1914, but how much longer i t  went 
after t h a t ,  I don' t  th ink i t  went too much longer a f t e r  tha t .  

Q. Automobiles were becoming more p l e n t i f u l ,  I would suppose t h a t  has 
something t o  do with it, you think? 

A. Well, yes, I mean, they changed i t  t o  Pleasant  Pla ins ,  o r  changed 
t h e  route around t o  Pleasant  Pla ins ,  some of i t ,  of course--are you on 
Pleasant Pla ins  route? 

Q. Y e s ,  we're on t h e  corner of i t .  

A. Yes, southwest corner. Well, t h e  Farmingdale post  o f f i c e  j u s t  
wasn't . . . . 
Q. Do you h o w  what year the  e leva to r  i n  Farmingdale closed down? 

A. No, I don't  know that, e i t h e r .  

Q. I thought maybe i t  w a s  during t h e  Depression and I asked t h i s  question. 
It seems t o  me t h a t  Rob s a i d  t h a t  i t  went under--my husband--before the  
Depression h i t .  

A. Y e s ,  I wouldnvt doubt what i t  did.  I don't  know. 

Q. There was a grocery store i n  Farmingdale during t h e  Depression years? 

A. Oh, yes, yes. Schmidt's grocery s t o r e  was there ,  you know, a good 
many years a f t e r  them other  two wasn't there .  Mr. and Mrs. Bumgardner 
used t o  run i t ,  you know. 
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Q. That was during t h e  war years.  

A. George Schmidts run it,  you know. 

Q. They ran it  during t h e  war years ,  d idn ' t  they? O r  a f t e r  World 
War II? 

A. George Schmidts run i t  f o r  a while, you know. 

Q. That was before I came i n t o  t h i s  community. Le t ' s  see . . . . 
W e l l ,  I thank you f o r  your cooperation i n  recording t h i s  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  
and let 's hope i t ' s  worth something. 

END OF TAPE 


