
PREFACE 

This manuscript i s  t h e  product of tape-recorded in te rv iewes  conducted 
by Josephine Saner f o r  t h e  O r a l  H i s to ry  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon S t a t e  Univ- 
e r s i t y  i n  Ju ly ,  1981. Florence Hardin t r ansc r ibed  t h e  tape ,  J o  Saner 
e d i t e d ,  and M i s s  Cooney reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

M i s s  Cooney w a s  born i n  Murphysboro, I l l i n o i s ,  December 30, 1890. 
A s  a young woman s h e  l i v e d  wi th  h e r  family i n  Europe and r e c a l l s  
t he  beginnings of World War I. When M i s s  Cooney re turned  t o  t h e  
United S t a t e s  t o  l i v e  she  became a c t i v e l y  involved i n  t h e  Spr ing f i e ld  
community. She volunteered he r  o rgan iza t iona l  s k i l l s  and fund r a i s i n g  
s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  YWCA, C i v i l i a n  Defense, t h e  Sangamon County Heart 
Associat ion,  t h e  League of Women Voters ,  t h e  Mary Bryant Home f o r  
t h e  Blind,  t h e  Garden Club, and t h e  Woman's Club. Much of t h e  e a r l y  
h i s t o r y  and a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e s e  o rgan iz t ions  a r e  d iscussed  and w i l l  
b e  of i n t e r e s t  t o  s t u d e n t s  of Sp r ing f i e ld  h i s t o r y .  

Readers of t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  
a t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  
and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  
t h a t  is  inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources .  Sangamon S t a t e  Univer- 
s i t y  i s  no t  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  
f o r  views expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be  read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may no t  be  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from the Oral His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Grace Cooney , J u l y  30, 1981, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Josephine Saner, In te rv iewer .  

Q. This i s  Josephine Saner f o r  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  conducting 
an in te rv iew wi th  M i s s  Grace Cooney who has spent  a long l i f e  of 
involvement i n  aad commitment t o  t h e  community of Sp r ing f i e ld ,  
I l l i n o i s .  Good af te rnoon,  M i s s  Cooney. It is very n i c e  t o  s t a r t  
t h i s  in te rv iew wi th  you, and l i k e  most personal  memoirs, I t h i n k  we 
have t o  begin back a t  t h e  beginning. Would you l i k e  t o  t e l l  us  when 
you were born? 

A .  Thank you. I w i l l  be  de l igh ted  t o  t e l l  you. I w a s  born i n  Mur- 
physboro, I l l i n o i s ,  Jackson County, December 30, 1890. 

Q. So you are over n i n e t y  yea r s  old!  

A. I had my n i n e t i e t h  b i r thday  t h i s  l a s t  December. 

Q. And I know t h a t  you have l i v e d  a good d e a l  of your l i f e  i n  Spring- 
f i e l d .  When d id  you l e a v e  Murphysboro and come t o  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A .  When I was t h r e e  yea r s  o l d  my f a t h e r  moved t o  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  and 
we were--do you want me t o  go on wi th  t h i s ?  

Q. Yes. 

A .  We remained i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  a t  t h a t  t ime u n t i l  I was nine, and then  
he changed h i s  work and moved t o  S t .  Louis ,  and i n  1903 t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Harvester  Company w a s  organized and he was s e n t  he re  as t h e  agent  f o r  
them and remained he re  u n t i l  1908. 

Q. Now I a m  going t o  s t o p  you j u s t  a minute t o  a s k  you what occasioned 
t h e  move from Murphysboro up t o  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  when you were a l i t t l e  
g i r l .  

A .  My f a t h e r  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  farm machinery and had been a dea l e r  
f o r  one of  t h e  machine companies i n  Murphysboro. 

Q. He w a s  no t  a f f i l i a t e d  wi th  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Harvester  a t  t h a t  time? 

A .  There was no I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Harvester  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q. Oh, I see .  

A .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Harvester  Company was made up of f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  
machine companies i n  1903. And t h a t  i s  when w e  came back from S t .  
Louis,  w a s  i n  1903, when he  was made t h e  f i r s t  execut ive  of t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Harvester  Company f o r  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  



Grace Cooney 

Q. What was h i s  t i t l e ,  o r  h i s  pos i t i on?  

A.  H e  w a s  t h e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Harvester  Company f o r  
the--1 t h i n k  i t  w a s  c a l l e d  t h e  Spr ing f i e ld  d i s t r i c t .  It included a 
number of coun t i e s  bu t  t h e  head o f f i c e  was here .  

Q. Had h e  and your mother both been I l l i n o i s a n s .  Did they come from 
southern  I l l i n o i s .  

A .  My mother was born i n  Mwphysboro, I l l i n o i s .  My f a t h e r  was born 
during t h e  C i v i l  War i n  West Vi rg in i a ,  near  Harper 's  Fer ry ,  and t h e  
Reds and t h e  Blues marched through t h e r e ,  and be fo re  t h e  war was q u i t e  
over ,  my grandfa ther  moved t o  Chicago and took, of course,  my f a t h e r  
a long,  who w a s  two yea r s  o ld .  And they  were t h e r e  only  a s h o r t  t ime 
and my grandfa ther  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  southern Illinois--Murphysboro. 

Q. Oh, so your f a t h e r  grew up t h e r e  and met your mother i n  Murphysboro? 

A .  They went t o  soh001 toge ther .  There was only t e n  months d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  t h e i r  ages and they  went t o  school  t oge the r  and they very  o f t e n  
would s i t  and t a l k  and t a l k ,  and when my f a t h e r  would a s k  about some--1 
don ' t  t h i n k  you want . . . 
Q. Did you have b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s ,  Miss Cooney? 

A .  No. I was an only c h i l d .  My pa ren t s  were married seven years  
be fo re  I was born, s o  I w a s  a very spo i l ed  c h i l d .  

Q. 1 doubt t h a t !  ( laughs)  Did people t e l l  you you were? 

A. Oh they  hadn ' t  q u i t e  t h e  nerve  t o  say it  t h a t  way, no. 

Q. When you came back from S t .  Louis  t o  l i v e  he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  
where d i d  you l i v e ?  

A .  Lived on North F i f t h  S t r e e t ,  and then  af te rwards  West Lawrence, 
i n  t h e  1100 block on West Lawrence. 

Q. Oh t h a t  is o u t  near  MacArthur, what i s  now MacArthur? 

A .  It is west of MacArthur. It was r i g h t  a t - - I l l i n o i s  came from t h e  
south and made a jog between our  house and t h e  one next  t o  i t ,  and it 
was i n  t h e  1100 block,  1 1 2 3  West Lawrence. 

Q. Then you were school  age when you came back here .  

A.  Yes. When we came back i n  1903 I was i n  the e i g h t h  grade i n  S t .  
Louis and so  I went t o  t h e  e igh th  grade here .  However, I had s t a r t e d  
t o  s choa l  he re  when I was seven and en tered  t h e  t r a i n i n g  school  in--that 
i s  on, w e l l ,  it is  a b lock  no r th  of Mi l l e r .  What i s  t h a t  s t r e e t ?  
Rutledge. 
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Q. It i s  not  Rutledge. It i s  on up. 

A. It is nor th  . . . 
Q. I know. M i l l e r  i s  where Memorial Medical Center is and i t  i s  up 
no r th  of t h a t .  I don' t  know t h e  name of it ,  bu t  . . . Now what was 
t h e  t r a i n i n g  school? What do you mean by t h a t ?  

A. The t r a i n i n g  school  w a s  very  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  of course  no t  so much 
t o  m e  then  a s  I r e a l i z e  now. It was a school  where g i r l s  who graduated 
from t h e  high school  could go and g e t  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  f o r  teaching.  

Q. Oh, t h i s  w a s  r e a l l y  . . . 
A .  Without having t o  go t o  a normal school  away from town. And they 
taught  t h e r e  f o r  two yea r s  and then  they  were a p a r t  of t h e  . . . 
Q. And you were acc red i t ed  j u s t  as though you had been t o  a normal 
school? 

A .  Oh it is  pub l i c  school.  

Q. It w a s  a public school  but you got  t h e  same kind of educa t iona l  
c r e d i t  t h a t  you would have go t t en  i n  a normal school.  

A.  I d i d n ' t  go the re .  

Q. Oh, you d i d n ' t .  I thought you . . . 
A .  I s t a r t e d  t o  school  t h e r e  when I w a s  seven yea r s  o ld ,  bu t  . . . 
Q. Oh, I see .  

A. It w a s  taught  by g i r l s  who were . . . 
Q. I see .  

A .  graduated. 

Q. I see. People who were working on t h e i r  t e a c h e r ' s  c e r t i f i c a t e s  
taught  t h e  school .  I see .  Yes. 

A. That is  r i g h t ,  yes.  And they  went d i r e c t l y  from high school .  
And t h e  person t h a t  was i n  charge when 1 s t a r t e d  t o  school  t h e r e  w a s  
a M i s s  Baumgartner and she  was from . . . she was Canadian, and i t  
was an acc red i t ed  school ,  t eache r s '  school .  

Q. And i t  was under t h e  auspices  of t h e  Board of Education? It was 
a r egu la r  pub l i c  school .  

A. That ' s  r i g h t .  Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  
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Q. How many grades d id  i t  have, do you remember? 

A .  Three. 

Q. Oh, j u s t  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e ?  

A .  It was i n  t h e  same, I s t a r t e d  t o  say campus, bu t  t h e  same yard as 
t h e  McClernand school .  But i n s t ead  of f ac ing  S ix th  S t r e e t ,  i t  faced 
t h e  s i d e  street--Enos. 

Q. Is t h a t  i t ?  

A. Enos i s  t h e  s t r e e t .  

Q. Yes. 

A. Now t h e  t r a i n i n g  school  w a s  an old  res idenca ,  a large one, and I 
am s o r r y  but  I do not  know whose home i t  had been, bu t  it w a s  one of 
t h e  o l d e r  p l aces  t h a t  someone prominent had l i v e d  i n  . . . 
Q. Well t h e r e  were love ly  b i g  homes on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of town a t  t h a t  
time . 
A .  It w a s  i n  t h a t  s e c t i o n  where t h e  l a r g e  schools  had been . . . 
Q. Homes. 

A .  Homes had been. 

Q. Well, when you Lef t  t h e  . . . 
A. I n  f a c t  i t  was j u s t  a ha l f  a block from t h e  A r t  . . . 
Q. Whare the A r t  Associat ion i s  now, Edwards P lace .  

Q. Well, then  a f t e r  t h e  t h i r d  grade,  where d id  you go? 

A .  McClernand. 

Q. I see. You went right t he re .  P r a c t i c a l l y  next door.  

A .  But only through t h e  f o u r t h  grade and then  we  went t o  S t .  Louis 
you see .  

Q. I see .  And then  how long  were you down t h e r e ?  

A .  U n t i l  I was t h i r t e e n ,  u n t i l  1903. 

Q. 1903 yes.  
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A .  And that: is when w e  came back here .  

Q.  Then you were about ready f o r  high school .  

A. Yes, I was the 8-1, they  c a l l e d  i t  i n  Webster, and he re  they 
c a l l e d  i t  8-A. 

Q. 8-A, probably. 

A .  But t h e r e  they  d i d n ' t  have the--in S t .  Louis a t  t h a t  time, a t  
l e a s t  i n  Webster-+hey d id  no t  have t h e  mid-year graduat ion  from t h e  
e igh th  grade. So M r .  Burt,  who was p r i n c i p a l  of Mdlarnand School 
when w e  came back i n  1903, thought t h a t  I ought t o  go i n  t o  t h e  class 
t h a t  would graduate  i n  January, and my mother w a s  no t  very happy 
about that. She thought t h a t  I would m i s s  something t h a t  I should 
have and t h a t  I should wai t  and go i n  i n  September, but he s a i d  he 
would g ive  m e  a t e s t  t h a t  would show--because he  was p r e t t y  much con- 
cerned about i t ,  and so  he gave me a t e s t  and i t  was i n  a r i t h m e t i c ,  
t h a t  I l i k e d  b e s t  of anything e l s e ,  and h i s t o r y  which I a l s o  l i k e d ,  
and geography. And only t h r e g  ques t ions  i n  each of them. But then  
he repor ted  t o  my mother t h a t  it w a s  p e r f e c t  and he w a s  s u r e  t h e  
th ing  f o r  me t o  do was t o  go on i n t o  high school  a t  t h a t  t ime. Why 
he i n s i s t e d ,  I r e a l l y  don ' t  know, because t h e r e  w a s  only a d i f f e r e n c e  
of h a l f  a year .  

Q. But your mother gave i n ?  

A .  Oh, yes.  Af t e r  t h a t .  F i n a l l y  my f a t h e r  s a i d ,  "Now, a f t e r  a l l ,  
M r .  Burt i s  t h e  one t h a t  can dec ide  and should make t h e  dec i s ion  
whether ar not  she should go now o r  go next  ~ep tember , "  He s a i d ,  
11 I t h i n k  you a r e  making too  much of t h e  few months d i f f e r ence . "  And 
s o  M r .  Burt had s a i d  t h a t  they , . . we l e f t  o f f ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  a l l  
r i g h t .  

Q. You d i d  go i n  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  l a s t  ha l f  of e igh th  grade h e r e  a t  
McClernand. But when then ,  d i d  you go t o  high school ,  i n  t h e  middle 
of t h e  year ,  o r  d i d  you , . . 
A. Yes, I went i n  January. 

Q. You d id .  And what high school  d id  you a t t e n d .  

A .  Spr ing f i e ld  High. 

Q. There was only  one. 

A.  Yes. 

Q. I see. Sa d i d  you t ake  four  and a ha l f  yea r s  of h igh  school ,  
o r . . .  
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A .  No, I took fou r .  

Q. You took four .  

A .  I graduated i n  January of 1908. 

Q. You were i n  a mid-year c l a s s  then? 

A .  Yes, I w a s .  

Q. And d id  you enjoy h igh  school  h e r e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A .  Very much. Very much. 

Q. Who were some of your t eache r s ,  do you remember? 

A .  Yes. One became a long  l i f e  f r i e n d ,  and t h a t  w a s  M i s s  Uda Sllutth 
who taught  a lgeb ra  when I went i n  t o  high school .  And a l s o  I had her  
a h a l f  a year  a t  t h e  beginning of geometry. And then  she  q u i t  t eaching  
but  we remained very c l o s e  f r i e n d s .  I t h i n k  probably only  one o t h e r  
person had more i n f l u m c e  on my i d e a l s  and cha rac t e r  than  M i s s  Smith, 
and t h a t  would have been my f a t h e r .  

Q. Oh. Did you have Miss Susan Wilcox f o r  a teacher!  

A .  Yes. I had M i s s  Wilcox f o r  English. 

Q. And what about Miss E l i zabe th  Graham? 

A.  No, she  wasn't  t eaching  when I was i n  high school .  

Q. She i s  nea re r  a  contemporary, isn't she, of yours? 

A .  Yes. 

Q. So many people have t o l d  m e  that M i s s  Wilcox was a very  outs tand-  
i ng  t eache r .  Did you f i n d  he r  so? 

A .  She was an  outs tanding  t eache r ,  and I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e . 5 ~  any 
b e t t e r ,  and very  understanding, I mean she w a s  very p a t i e n t  wi th  t h e  
people that it w a s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  and not hurry ing  them or s k i p  them, 
o r  anything; she  wanted each t o  r e a l l y  get what w a s  necessary,  and 
took he r  t i m e  to do it. 

Q. Who were some of your c lassmates  who remained i n  Spr ing f i e ld?  

A .  We11 the p re s iden t  of t h e  class was George NeLch. 

Q. Is that t h e  Nelch company that makes sand and grave l?  

A.  Yes. That is  r i g h t .  H i s  f a t h e r  w a s  i n  the bus iness  a t  t h a t  time. 
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And then  Alex Gehlman, who af te rwards  became a teacher  a t  t h e  h igh  
school  in-- i t  i s  a suburb i n  . . . Oak Park. 

Q. Oak Park, a l l  r i g h t .  

A.  And what I w a s  going t o  s ay  w a s  he ,  I read--I was t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  
of a writer, and he s a i d  t h a t  he was, s t a r t e d ,  got  his beginnings 
from John Alexander Gehlman i n  Oak Park. Now, he was a n a t i v e  of Oak 
Park, I a m  t r y i n g ,  t h i s  doesn ' t  seem t o  be i n  t h e r e  because I a m  
th inking  out  loud ,  i s  a l l  . . . 
9. That is a l l  r i g h t .  ( laughs) You j u s t  t h i n k  o u t  loud.  

A .  I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of t h e  w r i t e r ' s  name." He is  a very  well-known . . . 
Q. But M r .  Gehlman w a s  a f r i e n d  of  yours i n  h igh  school? 

A .  He was i n  my c l a s s ,  yes .  And l e t ' s  see ,  who e l s e  was i n  t h e r e ?  
Well, oh yes,  our  v a l e d i c t o r i a n  was Louis Gourley. H i s  f a t h e r  w a s  a 
jeweler  he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q. He  was the v a l e d i c t o r i a n .  

A .  And a f t e r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  he went t o  Washington and took t r a i n i n g  
t h a t  they  had s p e c i a l  f o r  people i n  t h e  fo re ign  se rv i ce .  And i t  so  
happened t h a t  when we, a f t e r  World War I, we were i n  Brussels  and 
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  h o t e l  t he re ,  he w a s  i n  Warsaw as t h e  . . . 
Q. H e  wasn't  t h e  ambassador, bu t  was he a counselor o r  a t t a c h e ?  

A. H e w a s  i n t h e .  . . 
Q. Embassy. 

A. Oh, you have t o  have your,  your passpor t .  

Q. The consula te ,  I suppose. 

A.  U. S. consul .  No. I don' t  t h i n k  t h a t  is  what I a m  t r y i n g  t o  
t h i n k  o f ,  bu t  t h a t  is . . . 
Q. But he  was i n  Russia ,  then? 

A .  Warsaw. 

Q. Oh, Warsaw. Poland. Yes. Well, now when you f in i shed  high school ,  
I am s u r e  you went t o  co l l ege .  Where w a s  t h a t ?  

A. Well, we moved t o  Minneapolis i n  October, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I graduated 
from high school .  
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Q. Your f a t h e r  w a s  s t i l l  wi th  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Harvester?  

A .  Yes. Well, he  has always been. I mean, he r e t i r e d  from t h a t  
when we came he re  t o  l i v e  a f t e r  h i s  r e t i r emen t .  

Q. So you went t o  Minneapolis a f t e r  graduat ion from high school? 

A .  Yes. That same year .  And i n  t h e  f a l l  I went t o  Northwestern 
School of Music t o  prepare myself t o  be a music teacher  i n  the publ ic  
schools .  But I had only one year  of i t  because i n  1910 we went t o ,  
my f a t h e r  was s e n t  t o  Europe t o  organize  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Harvester  f o r  
c e n t r a l  Europe. 

Q. And you d id  no t  consider  s t ay ing  he re  i n  co l l ege?  

A .  I d id  bu t  he wouldn't hear  t o  i t .  

Q. Well they probably thought Europe would be as good an educat ion 
a s . . .  

A .  Well, he s a i d ,  "For music, where could she  go b e t t e r ? "  

Q. Right! 

A .  But t h a t  wasn't  t h e  kind of music I wanted. 

Q. So, d id  you ever  go back af te rwards  and g e t  your degree? 

A .  No. 

Q.  But you had a year  s tudying t h a t  music. 

A .  Yes. ( t ape  turned o f f  and on)  Where were we? 

Q. You had l e f t  Northwestern when we turned t h e  t ape  o f f  and gone 
w i t h  your family t o  Europe. Now, where i n  Europe d i d  you s e t t l e ?  

A .  There was no I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Harvester  Company i n  Europe. A l l  t h e  
bus iness  had been done by Jobbers ,  and they, i n  t u rn ,  s e l e c t e d  t h e i r  
own d e a l e r s .  But t h e  d e a l e r  had no d i r e c t  con tac t  wi th  the company. 
So they asked my f a t h e r  t o  go over and organize  as it  was he re ,  Here 
i t  w a s  done i n  1903 and t h i s  was i n  1910. And we  went f i r s t  t o  t h e  
Rhineland, a p l ace  called Neuss. Turn i t  o f f  a minute. ( t ape  turned 
o f f  and on) 

Q. You went t o  what you c a l l  Neuss bu t  i n  Germany i t  was called 
Neuss a m  Rhein and exac t ly  where-was that? 

- .  - 

A. That was about ha l f  way between Cologne and Dusseldorf .  

Q. And d i d  any of you speak German when you went over? 
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A. My f a t h e r  

Q. He did. 

A .  And I had had some German i n  h igh  school ,  b u t  on ly  two yea r s .  
It helped t h a t  I could pronounce t h e  words t h a t  we saw, and I d i d n ' t  
r e a l i z e  how much it  would he lp ,  b u t  my mother c a l l e d  them such funny 
names ! 

Q. ( laughs)  

A .  But anyway, I learned  t h a t  i n  German t h e  vowels l i k e  E I is 
pronounced I and n o t  E, o r  A I i s  I, and . . . 
Q. And I E is  E. 

A. That is  r i g h t .  

Q .  Yes, t h e i r  r u l e s  a r e  much more r e g u l a r  than  ours .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  
are not a s  many except ions . . . 
A. Very much so.  

Q. So t h a t  i f  you know those  b a s i c  r u l e s  you can pronounce words. 

A .  That i s  r i g h t .  Then I went t o  Cologne twice  a week t o  g e t  conver- 
s a t i o n a l  German. 

Q. Did you go t o  a school  o r  d i d  you have a p r i v a t e  t u t o r ?  

A .  Well we af te rwards  had a p r i v a t e  t u t o r ,  bu t  I went f i r s t  t o  t h e  
school .  

Q. You s a i d  you went i n  t o  Cologne t o  l e a r n  German, what kind of a 
school  was i t ?  

A .  It was only languages and i t  was B e r l i t z ,  conversa t iona l .  

Q. I a m  s u r e  you picked i t  up f a i r l y  e a s i l y .  

A .  Well, I had had a s h o r t  beginning he re  bu t  I had a c t u a l l y  no 
vocabulary. 

Q. Where d id  you l i v e ?  Did you buy a house o r  d i d  you r e n t ,  o r  . . , 
A .  Well, when w e  went over w e  thought i t  w a s  going t o  be fo r  t h r e e  
yea r s  and decided w e  would no t  t r y  t o  keep house and so we Lived a t  
t h e  h o t e l  when w e  f i r s t  want t he re ,  bu t  a f t e r  eleven months t h e r e  was 
a house a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e n t  t h a t  was ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  from t h r e e  
o the r  American f a m i l i e s  . . . 
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Q. Oh, t h a t  w a s  n i ce .  

A.  . . . so they came, two men came t h e  day they s a w  the  van o u t  i n  
f r o n t  of t he  house and came and t o l d  my f a t h e r  a t  h i s  o f f i c e ,  "You 
know, t h e r e  i s  a house we t h i n k  may be  a v a i l a b l e  ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  
from us,  and we wondered i f  you weren ' t  about ready t o  go t o  house- 
keeping." Well, we were more than ready bu t  when my f a t h e r  came 
home t o  t h e  h o t e l  t o  t e l l  my mother and me t h a t  he wanted u s  t o  go 
wi th  him t o  s e e  t h i s  house, my mother s a i d ,  "What w i l l  we put: i n  i t ? "  
Because our  f u r n i t u r e  had been s e n t  from Minneapolis t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  
t o  be put  i n  s to rage ,  th inking  t h a t  a f t e r  we were through over t h e r e  
we would come back here ,  bu t  . . . 
Q. So you had no f u r n i t u r e ?  

A .  No, so we had t o  buy f u r n i t u r e .  And then  when I moved from a 
twelve-room house t o  f ive  rooms, I had t o  choose t h e  f u r n i t u r e  t h a t  
I could use  and wanted t o  keep, and so most of t h i s  f u r n i t u r e  is  
what we bought when we went t o  housekeeping . . . 
Q. Oh, when you came back from Germany you brought the Eurnfture 

-- 
back then,  you d i d n ' t  . . . 
A .  That is right. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e l l  i t  over t h e r e ?  

A .  No. 

Q. Well, then how long d id  you l i v e  i n  your house? How long d i d  you 
e x a c t l y  s t a y  i n  Germany? 

A .  Well, we were only i n  Neuss two years  and then  i n  1912 we moved 
t o  Vienna. 

Q.  Oh! To Aus t r i a .  

A. Yes. And w e  were t h e r e  f o r  two years .  You see ,  t h e  idea  w a s  
t h a t  my f a t h e r  was t o  organize  a l l  of c e n t r a l  Europe and so we went 
different--we would s t a y  only  about two yea r s  and then  move t o  another  
p l ace  so i t  would be more c e n t r a l l y  l oca t ed ,  and so we went from Neuss 
t o  Vienna i n  1912 and from t h e r e  he  worked, we l l ,  for i n s t ance  a l l  
of t h e  Balkan s t a t e s .  His t e r r i t o r y  went t o  Conotantinople,  we l l ,  
r e a l l y ,  over t o  Jerusalem, and extended from Russia on one side and 
t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  So it was q u i t e  a t e r r i t o r y  
t h a t  they were t r y i n g  t o  organize .  

Q. Now, you were a young person, bu t  you were grown. Were you aware 
of t h e  ga ther ing  war clouds,  of t h e  war l ike  s t ance  of t h e  Kaiser ,  
f o r  example? 
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A.  Well, yes.  Espec ia l ly  when we got  t o  Vienna i n  1912. Now I am 
s o r r y  I don ' t  remember what t h e  cause was, bu t  t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a 
f e e l i n g  then  @hat  they w e r e  t o  g e t  i n t o  war, and t h e r e  w e  l i v e d  i n  
Nietzing,  which is  t h e  zone where t h e  pa lace ,  the summer palace  f o r  
t h e  emperor was, and i n  1912, i n  t h e  summer of 1912, t h e r e  was q u i t e  
a vacant  t e r r i t o r y  back of t h e  apartment where we l i v e d ,  and they  
had d r i l l i n g  t h e r e  every  n i g h t  of young men ready t o  go i n t o  t h e  army. 

Q. 1 suppose they were a l l  d r a f t e d  i n ?  

A .  Not y e t ,  bu t  i t  w a s  g e t t i n g  young men i n  t r a i n i n g  so  t h a t  when 
they were d r a f t e d  it would only  t ake  a s h o r t  time u n t i l  they could 
be i n  t h e  army. 

Q. The emperor then  was F r a n z - J o s e f .  

A .  That i s  r i g h t .  And . . . 
Q. Did you ever  s e e  him? 

A .  Oh, very  o f t e n  because we w e r e  i n  t h e  same zone t h a t  Hie tz ing  
was, which was--no, I beg your pardon . . . 
Q. Well, you were where h i s  pa lace  was, h i s  summer pa lace?  

A .  Yes. But t h e  summer house was s e t  i n  a . . . 
Q. You were near  t h e  summer pa lace  which was c a l l e d  Schoenbrunn. 

A .  That i s  r i g h t  bu t ,  a l s o  a t  t h a t  time F r a n z  Josef  w a s  making t h a t  
h i s  permanent home. 

Q. Oh, he  was no t  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  c i t y ?  

A .  H e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  l i v e  downtown, t h e r e  w a s  too  much n o i s e  and so  
f o r t h ,  and al though t h e r e  were automobiles a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  no t  t oo  many, 
but  he wouldn't r i d e  i n  one, and so w e  very  o f t e n  would s e e  him i n  
t h e  c a r r i a g e  going back and f o r t h  from Schoenbrunn t o  t h e  Cap i t a l ,  
I mean . . . 
Q. Did he a l s o  r i d e  horseback? 

A .  I never saw--he was an o l d  man, of course,  when we were t h e r e .  

Q. Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  He was. 

A .  By 1912 he w a s  qu i t e  o l d .  

Q. When you were back i n  Germany, had you seen t h e  Kaiser? 

A .  Yes, bu t  they  made fun of m e  because I was going over t o  Cologne 
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f o r  t h e  school  and he was t h e r e  t o  . . . 
Q. Was he making a speech, o r  p re sen t ing  c e r t i f i c a t e s  or--oh, t h e  
Kaiser  had come f o r  the dedica t ion .  What d i d  you say? A br idge  
ac ros s  t h e  Rhine. 

A .  The Kaiser  Wilhe_lm Bridge. . 

Q. Ah. 

A .  Across t h e  Rhine from Cologne. 

Q. And d i d  the whole school  t u r n  out  t o  l i s t e n  t o  h i s  speech and t o  
see him? 

A .  Everybody turned ou t ,  and . . . 
Q. The Germans l i k e  t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  

A. Oh abso lu t e ly .  And they  were very  l o y a l  t o  t h e  Kaiser ,  bu t  . . . 
Q. Did you t h i n k  of him as war l ike?  

A. Warlike? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. Very much so.  A l l  Germany w a s  war l ike  even i n  1910 when w e  went 
over t h e r e .  The army was uppermost i n  a l l  of t h e i r  minds, and . . . 
Q. Did you a t  any time have any f e a r  f o r  your personal  s a f e t y ?  

A .  Not r e a l l y  u n t i l  a f t e r  the U.S. was i n  World War I. 

Q. Were you s t i l l  over t h e r e  when we en tered  t h e  war? 

A .  Yes. 

Q. Oh-h-h-h. I suppose you . . . 
A. Not exac t ly  when we entered  t h e  war,  We were t h e r e  when, i n  
Vienna, when t h e  ah, Franz Ferdinand and his wife  were a s s a s s i n a t e d .  
And we were among t h e  thousands who went down t o  s e e  t h e  process iona l  
going from t h e  . . . 
Q. I don ' t  have t o  t u r n  i t  of f - - jus t  t h ink .  

A. Well . . . 
Q. They probably, was t h i s  t h e  f u n e r a l  cortege? That went around 
the  Ring? 
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A .  The bodies  back, i t  was like a to rch  l i g h t  parade. The o l d  
parades t h a t  they used t o  have he re  during campaign t imes when a man 
c a r r i e s  a to rch  and they a l s o  had shown t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  because Franz 
Ferdinand was of t h e  n o b i l i t y .  I beg your pardon, i t  was roya l ty .  

Q. Royalty.  

A. And h i s  w i fe  w a s  on ly  of t h e  n o b i l i t y  s o  they  showed t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
by having s i x  ho r ses  a t t ached  t o  h i s ,  t h e  caske t  was on a . . . 
Q. Was i t  s o r t  of a ca isson?  

A .  Yes, t h a t  i s  t h e  word I was t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  o f .  It was on t h e  
ca isson .  

Q. And t h e  s i x  ho r ses  . . . 
A .  And f o r  h e r s  t h e r e  were only  fou r  horses .  

Q. I see. Were they  whi te  horses?  Do you remember? 

A .  Yes, h i s  were whi te  horses ,  b u t  h e r s  were no t .  Hers were brown. 

Q. She was not  a commoner, she  was just no t  r o y a l t y .  

A .  She was j u s t  of t h e  n o b i l i t y ,  she  was no t  roya l ty .  And of course 
when they were married they s igned t h e  papers ,  both he  and she ,  t h a t  
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  would no t  i n h e r i t  t h e  throne,  because she  was no t  of 
t h e  roya l ty .  

Q. Yes. Then what . . . 
A.  Also, when they got ,  t h i s  i s  as I say,  from t h e  s t a t i o n  t o  t h e  
c a t h e d r a l  was no t  too f a r  bu t  all t h a t  space i n  t h e r e  was j u s t  crowded 
wi th  t h e  people down t o  see t h e  procession.  

Q. Was t h a t  t h e  Stefans-Kirche, S t e fans  Dom? 

A. It w a s  the Stafans  ca thed ra l  t h e r e  i n  Vienna. Had a bishop a t  
t h e  head of it .  

Q. So were you p a r t  of t h e  crowd t h a t  w a s  s tanding  along t h e  s t r e e t ?  

A .  W e  were s tanding  on t h e  curb. My mother and I had been v i s i t i n g  
i n  t h e  U. S. i n  t h e  summer of 1913, of course by then  we had come 
back, bu t  t h a t  was t h e  longes t  t ime w e  were ever ou t  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  were those t h r e e  years, bu t  a fr iend of mine from Minneapolis 
had gone back wi th  us ,  and so she  and my mother and our  housekeeper 
and I went and s tood on t h e  curbing t o  s e e  t h i s  process iona l .  But 
many of t h e  people,  than,  fallowed i n  a f t e r  t h e  ca ske t s  were taken 
i n  t o  t h e  ca thed ra l ,  they d i d n ' t  a l low them f o r  about an  hour,  they  
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stood o u t ,  and some of them . . . . They were i n  t h e  church a l l  t h e  
next day and some of the  people s tood  out a l l  n i g h t  t o  be  i n  l i n e  t o  
be i n  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  l i n e  t h a t  passed by t h e  caske t ,  and . . . 
Q. Were you among them? 

A. No. No. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  go i n  then  and s e e  t h e  . . . 
A .  No. 

Q.  I suppose they  had t h e  bodies  on view, probably. 

A .  My f r i e n d  from Minneapolis and my mother went t h e  next  day, but: 
they went l a t e r  i n  t h e  day and t h e r e  was no t  such a crowd. They stood 
i n  l i n e  f o r  about two hours  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  church, b u t  be fo re  that 
they had s tood much much longer .  Well, a s  I say,  some of t h e  people 
over n igh t .  But, and i n  t h e  church t h e r e  w a s  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  shown 
too .  Franz Ferdinand w a s  on a h ighe r  l e v e l  i n  t h e  church, and h i s  
w i fe  on a lower one. 

Q. That i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  They had t o  show t h e  d i f f e r ence ,  
of course.  

A .  Absolutely.  

Q. A 1 1  r i g h t ,  now you have brought u s  up t o  1914 and t h e  outbreak of 
w a r  i n  Europe. 

A .  A t  t h a t  time my f a t h e r  w a s  no t  i n  Vienna because he  had gone on 
t o  Hamburg where we were t o  fol low.  But we were not  going t o  fo l low 
t h e r e  f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks. W e  were i n ,  as I s a i d  before ,  i n  Vienna a t  
t h e  t ime of t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  and then  they  c a l l e d  t h e  house and s a i d  
f o r  people t o  pack our  f u r n i t u r e  and g e t  i t  ready f o r  shipment . . . 
Q. Well, now, who ca l l ed?  Was t h i s  t he  . . . 
A. The people who were going t o  pack t h e  f u r n i t u r e .  

Q. The movers, I see .  You weren't  asked t o  leave Austr5a because 
you were fo re igne r s ,  were you? 

A. Oh, no. Not then.  

Q. They j u s t  thought they  wanted t o  hur ry  up t h e  process .  

A .  Yes. They c a l l e d  and s a i d  a man would be o u t  t h e  next  day t o  
pack, and I sa id ,  "Well, I ' m  so r ry ,  b u t  you 're  j u s t  a week ahead. 
It i s  a week from today t h a t  they  are t o  come." And he s a i d ,  "NO, 






































































































































































































































































