PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviewes conducted
by Josephine Saner for the Oral History Office, Sangamon State Univ-
ersity in July, 1981. Florence Hardin transcribed the tape, Jo Saner
edited, and Miss Cooney reviewed the transcript.

Miss Cooney was born in Murphysboro, Illinois, December 30, 1890.

As a young woman she lived with her family in Europe and recalls

the beginnings of World War I. When Miss Cooney returned to the
United States to live she became actively involved in the Springfield
community. She volunteered her organizational skills and fund raising
services to the YWCA, Civilian Defense, the Sangamon County Heart
Association, the League of Women Voters, the Mary Bryant Home for

the Blind, the Garden Club, and the Woman's Club. Much of the early
history and activities of these organiztions are discussed and will

be of interest to students of Springfield history.

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind’ that it is

a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator
and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style
that is inherent in suech historical sources. Sangamon State Univer-
gity is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor
for views expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.




Table of Contents

Birth and Family Background

Education

Living in Europe: 1910-1916

The War Years

Return to U.S5.A.

Return to Europe

Back in Springfield

Community Involvement, Billy Sunday, and YWCA Beginnings
YWCA Volunteer Sewing for Soldiers: World War .1
YWCA: Business and Industrial Department

Board Member and "Y' Camp

Fundraising ‘and the World Fellowship Committee
Saturday's Children

Christmastime

Fire at the YWCA, 1930's and 1949

Civilian Defense Work

Honorary YWCA Board Member

Fiftieth YWCA Anniversary, 1959

National YWCA Conventions

Sangamon County Heart Association

Church ‘Activities

League of Women Voters

The Mary Bryant Home for the Blind

The Garden Clubs

Women's Club Health Committee

14
22
25
29
33
43
49
53
58
64
68
71
74
82
83
85
93

108

115

123

135

141




Grace Cooney, July 30, 1981, Springfield, Illinois.

Josephine Saner, Interviewer.

Q.

This is Josephine Saner for Sangamon State University conducting

an interview with Miss Grace Cooney who has spent a long life of
involvement in and commitment to the community of Springfield,
Il1linois. Good afternoon, Miss Cooney. It is very nice to start
this interview with you, and like most personal memoirs, I think we
have to begin back at the beginning. Would you like to tell us when
vou were born?

A.

Thank you. I will be delighted to tell you. I was born in Mur-

physboro, Illinois, Jackson County, December 30, 1890.

Q.

A.

Q.

So you are over ninety years old!
I had my ninetieth birthday this last December.

And I know that you have lived a good deal of your life in Spring-

field. When did you leave Murphysboro and come to Springfield?

A.
we

Q.

A.
he

When I was three years old my father moved to Springfield, and
were--do you want me to go on with this?

Yes.

We remained in Springfield at that time until T was nine, and then
changed his work and moved to St. Louis, and in 1903 the International

Harvester Company was organized and he was sent here as the agent for
them and remained here until 1908.

Q.

Now I am going to stop you just a minute to ask you what occasioned

the move from Murphysboro up to Springfield, when you were a little
girl.

A.

My father was interested in farm machinery and had been a dealer

for one of the machine companies in Murphysboro.

Q.
A.
Q.

A.

He was not affiliated with International Harvester at that time?
There was no International Harvester at that time.
Oh, I see.

International Harvester Company was made up of five different

machine companies in 1903. And that is when we came back from St.
Louis, was in 1903, when he was made the first executive of the
International Harvester Company for this district.
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Q. What was his title, or his position?

A. He was the director of the International Harvester Company for
the-~I think it was called the Springfield district. It included a
number of counties but the head office was here.

Q. Had he and your mother both been Illinoisans. Did they come from
southern Illinois.

A. My mother was born in Murphysboro, Illinois. My father was born
during the Civil War in West Virginia, near Harper's Ferry, and the
Reds and the Blues marched through there, and before the war was quite
over, my grandfather moved to Chicago and took, of course, my father
along, who was two years old. And they were there only a short time
and my grandfather was transferred to southern Illinois--Murphysboro.

Q. Oh, so your father grew up there and met your mother in Murphysboro?
A. They went to school together. There was only ten months difference
in their ages and they went to school together and they very often
would sit and talk and talk, and when my father would ask about some--I
don't think you want . . .

Q. Did you have brothers and sisters, Miss Cooney?

A. No., I was an only child. My parents were married seven years
before I was born, so I was a very spoiled child.

Q. T doubt that! (laughs) Did people tell you you were?
A. Oh they hadn't quite the nerve to say it that way, no.

Q. When you came back from St. Louis to live here in Springfield,
where did you live?

A. Lived on North Fifth Street, and then afterwards West Lawrence,
in the 1100 block on West Lawrence.

Q. Oh that is out near MacArthur, what is now MacArthur?

A. It is west of MacArthur. It was right at--Illinois came from the
south and made a jog between our house and the one next to it, and it
was in the 1100 block, 1123 West Lawrence.

Q. Then you were school age when you came back here.

A. Yes. When we came back in 1903 I was in the eighth grade in St.
Louis and so I went to the eighth grade here. However, I had started

to school here when I was seven and entered the training schoel in--that
is on, well, it is a block north of Miller. What is that street?
Rutledge.



Grace Cooney 3

Q. It is not Rutledge. It is on up.

A. It is north . . .

Q. I know. Miller is where Memorial Medical Center is and it is up
north of that. I don't know the name of it, but . . . Now what was

the training school? What do you mean by that?

A. The training school was very interesting, of course net so much

to me then as I realize now.. It was a school where girls who graduated
from the high school could go and get their training for teaching.

Q. Oh, this was really . . .

A. Without having to go to a normal school away from town. And they
taught there for two years and then they were a part of the . . .

Q. And you were accredited just as though you had been to a normal
school?

A. Oh it is public school.

Q. It was a publie school but you got the same kind of educational
credit that you would have gotten in a normal school.

A, I didn't go there,

Q. Oh, you didn't. I thought you . . .

A. 1 started to school there when 1 was seven years old, but . . .
Q. Oh, I see.

A. It was taught by girls who were . . .

Q. I sce.

A. graduated.

Q.. I see. People who were working on their teacher's certificates
taught the school. I see. Yes.

A, That is right, yves. And they went directly from high school.
And the person that was in charge when I started to schoel there was
a Miss Baumgartner and she was from . . . she was Canadian, and it
was an accredited school, teachers' school.

Q. And it was under the auspices of the Board of Education? It was
a regular public school.

A, That's right. That's right.
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Q. How many grades did it have, do you remember?

A. Three,

Q. Oh, just the first three?

A. It was in the same, I started to say campus, but the same yard as
the McCGlernand school. But instead of facing Sixth Street, it faced
the side street—Enos.

Q. 1Is that it?

A, Enos is the street.

Q. Yes.

A, Now the training school was an old residence, a large one, and I
am sorry but I do not know whose home it had been, but it was one of

the older places that someone prominent had lived in . . .

Q. Well there were lovely big homes on the north side of town at that
time.

A. It was in that section where the large schools had been . . .
Q. Homes.

A. Homes had been.

Q. Well, when you left the . . .

A. In fact it was just a half a block from the Art . .
Q. Where the Art Association is now, Edwards Place.

A, Yes.

Q. Well, then after the third grade, where did you go?
A. McClernand.

Q. I see. You went right there. Practically mext door.
A

. But only through the fourth grade and then we went to St. Louis
you see.

Q. I see. And then how long were you down there?
A, Until' I was thirteen, until 1903.

Q. 1903 yes.
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A. And that is when we came back here.
Q. Then you were about ready for high school.

A. Yes, I was the 8-1, they called it in Webster, and here they
called it 8-A. :

Q. $8-A, probably.

A. But there they didn't have the--in St. Louls at that time, at
least in Webster--they did not have the mid-year graduation from the
eighth grade. 8o Mr, Burt, who was principal of MeClernand.School
when we came back in 1903, thought that I ought to go . in to the class
that would graduate in January, and my mother was not very happy
about that. She thought that I would miss something that I should
have and that I should wait and go in in September, but he said he
would give me:a test that would show—-because he was pretty much con-
cerned about it, and so he gave me a test and it was in arithmetic,
that I liked best of anything else, and history which I also liked,
and geography. And only three questions in each of them. But then
he reported to my mother that it was perfect and he was sure the
thing for me to do was to go on into high scheol at that time. Why
he insisted, I really don't know, because there was only a difference
of half a year.

Q. But: your mother gave in?

A.  Oh, yes. After that. Finally my father said,; "Now, dfter all,
Mr. Burt is the one that can decide and should make the decision
whether or not she should go now or go next September.'" He said,

"I think you are making too much of the few months difference." And
so-Mr. Burt had said that they . . . we left off, but that is all
right.

Q. You did go in to finish the last.half of eighth grade here at
McClernand. But when then, did you .go to high school, in the middle
of the year, or did you ., . .

A. Yes, I went in January.

Q. You did. And what high school did you attend.

A. Springfield High.

Q. There was only one.

A. Yes.

Q. T see. So did you take four and a half years of high school,
Or L] . -
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who

a half a year at the beginning of geometry.

but

No, I took four.

You took four.

I graduated in January of 1908.

You were in a mid-year class then?

Yes, I was.

And did you enjoy high school here in Springfield?

Very much. - Very much.

Who were some of your teachers, do you remember?

Yes. One became a long life friend, and that was Miss Elda Smith
taught algebra when I went in to high school.” And also I had her

And then she quit teaching
we remained very close friends. I think probably only one other

person had more influence on my ideals and character than Miss Smith,
and that would have been my father.

Q.

A.

Q.

ing

A,

Oh. Did you have Miss Susan Wilcox for a teacher!
Yes. I had Miss Wilcox for English,

And what about Miss Elizabeth Graham?

No, she'wasn't teaching when I was in high school.
She is nearer a contemporary, isn't she, of yours?
Yes.

S0 many people have told me that Miss Wileox was .a very outstand-
teacher. Did you find her so?

She was an outstanding teacher, and I don't think there'is any

better, and very understanding, I mean she was very patient with the
people that it was difficult for and not hurrying them or skip them,
or anything; she wanted each to really get what was necessary, and
took her time to do it.

Q.

A.

Who were some of your classmates who remained in Springfield?
Well the president of the class was George Nelch.
Is that the Nelch company that makes sand and gravel?

Yes. That is right. His father was in the business at that time.
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And then Alex Gehlman, who afterwards became a teacher at the high
school in--it is a suburb in . . . Oak Park.
Q. Oak Park, all right.
A. And what I was going to say was he, I read--I was trying to think
of a writer, and he said that he was, started, got his beginnings
from John Alexander Gehlman in Oak Park. Now, he was a native of Oak
Park. I am trying, this doesn't seem to be in there because I am
thinking out loud, is all . ., .
Q. That is all right. (laughs) You just think out loud.
A. I was trying to think of the writer's name.* He is a very well-known . . .
Q. But Mr, Gehlman was a friend of yours in high school?
A. He was in my class, yes. And let's see, who else was in there?
Well, oh yes, our valedictorian was Louis Gourley. His father was a
jeweler here in Springfield.
Q. He was the valedictorian,.
A, And after the university, he went to Washington and took training
that they had special for people in the forelgn service. And it so
happened that when we, after World War I, we were in Brussels and
living in the hotel there, he was in Warsaw as the . . .
Q. He wasn't the ambassador, but was he a counselor or attache?

. He was in the . . .

. Embassy.

A
Q
A, Oh, you have to have your, your passport.
Q. The consulate, I suppose.

A

. U. S. consul. No. I don't think that is what I am trying to
think of, but that is . . .

Q. But he was in Russia, then?
A. Warsaw.

Q. Oh, Warsaw. Poland. Yes. Well, now when you finished high school,
I am sure you went to college. Where was that?

A, Well, we moved to Mimmeapolis in October, shortly after I graduated
from high school.

*Ernest Hemingway
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Q. Your father was still with International Harvester?

A. Yes. Well, he has always been. I mean, he.retired from that
when we came here to live after his retirement.

Q.  So you went to Minneapolis after graduation .from high school?

A, Yes. That same year. And in the fall I went to Northwestern
School of Music to prepare myself to be a music teacher in the public
schools. But I had only one year of it because in 1910 we went to,
my father was sent to Europe to organize Interpnational Harvester for
central: Europe.

Q. And you did not consider staying here in college?

A. I did but he wouldn't hear to it.

Q. Well they probably thought Europe would be as good an education
as . . .

A. Well, he said, "For music, where could she go better?"
Q. Right!

. But that wasn't the kind of music I wanted.

>

« So, did you ever go back afterwards and get your degree?
No..

.. But you had a year studying that music.

L o Y =

. Yes. (tape turned off and on) Where were we?

Q. You had left Northwestern when we turned the tape off and gone
with your family to Europe. Now, where in Europe did you settle?

A. There was no International Harvester Company in Europe. All the
business had been done by Jobbers, and they, in turn, selected their
own dealers. But the dealer had no direct contact with the company.
So they asked my father to go over and organize as it was here. Here
it was done in 1903 and this was in 1910. And we went first to the
Rhineland, a place called Neuss. Turn it off a minute. ~ (tape turned
off and on)

Q. You went to what you call Neuss but in Germany it was called
- Neuss am Rhein and exactly where was that?

A. That was about half way between Cologne and Dusseldorf.

Q. And did any of you speak German when you went over?
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A. My father

Q. He did.

A. And T had had some German in high school, but only two years.

It helped that I could pronounce the words that we saw, and I didn't

realize how much it would help, but my mother called them such funny
names ! : '

Q. (laughs)

A. But anyway, I learned that in German the vowels like E I is
pronounced I and not E, ox A T is I, and . . .

Q. And I E is E.
A. That is right.

Q. Yes, their rules are much more regular than ours. I think there
are not as many exceptions . .

A, Very much so.
Q. 8o that if you know those basic rules you can pronounce words.

A. That is right. Then I went to Cologne twice a week to get conver=-
sational German. ’

Q. Did you go to a school or did you have a private tutor?

A. Well we afterwards had a private tutor, but I went first to the
school.

Q. You said you went in to Cologne to learn German, what kind of a
school was it?

A. It was only languages and it was Berlitz, conversational.
Q. I am sure you picked it up fairly easily.

A. Well, I had had:a short beginning here but I had actually no
vocabulary.

Q. Where did you live? Did you buy a house or did you rent, or . . .

A. Well, when we went over we thought it was going to be for three
years and decided we would not try to keep house and so we lived at
the hotel when we first went there, but after eleven months there was
a house available for rent that was across the street from three
other American families . . .
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Q. Oh, that was nice.

A. . . . so they came, two men came the day they saw the van out in
front of the house and came and. told my father at his office, "You
know, there is a house we think may be available across the street
from us, and we wondered if you weren't about ready to go.to house-
keeping." Well, we were more than ready but when my father came
home to the hotel to tell my mother and me that he wanted us to go
with him to see this house, my mother said, "What will we put in it?"
Because our furniture had been sent from Minneapolis te Springfield
to be put in storage, thinking that after we were through over there
we would come back here, but . . .

Q. So you had no furniture?

A. No, so we had to buy furniture. And then when I meved from a
twelve-room house to five rooms, I had to choose the furniture that
I could use and wanted to keep, and so most of this: furniture is
what we bought when we went to housekeeping . . .

Q. Oh, when you came back from Germamy you broughﬁ £ﬁ9 £urniture
back then, you didn't . T ' T

A. That is right.
Q. You didn't sell it over there?
A. No.

Q. Well, then how long did you live in your house? How long did you
exactly stay in Germany?

A, Well, we were only in Neuss two years and then in 1912 we moved
to Vienna.

Q. Oh! To Austria.

A. Yes. And we were there for two years. You see, the idea was

that my father was to organize all of central Europe and so we went
different--we would stay only about two years and then move to another
place so it would be more centrally located, and so we went from Neuss
to Vienna in 1912 and from there he worked, well, for instance all

of the Balkan states. His territory went to Constantinople, well,
really, over to Jerusalem, and extended from Russia on one side and
the Atlantic Ocean on the other side. Se it was quite a territory
that they were trying to organize. k

Q. Now, you were a young person, but you were grown. Were you aware
of the gathering war. clouds, of the warlike stance of the Kaiser,
for example?
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A. Well, yes. Especially when we got to Vienna in 1912. Now I am
gorry I don't remember what the cause was, but there was quite a
feeling then that they were to get into war, and there we lived in
Hietzing, which is the zone where the palace, the summer palace for
the emperor was, and in 1912, in the summer of 1912, there was quite
a vacant territory back of the apartment where we lived, and they
had drilling there ®very night of young men ready to go into the army.
Q. I suppose they were all drafted in?

A, Not vet, but it was getting young men in training so that when
they were drafted it would only take a short time until they could
be in the army.

Q. The emperor then was Franz  Josef.

A, That is right. And . . .

Q. Did you ever see him?

A. Oh, very often because we were in the same zone that Hietzing
was, which was-~-no, I beg your pardon . . .

Q. Well, you were where his palace was, his summer palace?
A. Yes. But the summer house was set ina . . .
Q. You were near the summer palace which was called Schoenbrunn.

A. That is right but, also at that time Franz Josef was making that
his permanent home.

Q. Oh, he was not living in the city?

A. He didn't like to live downtown, there was too much noise and so
forth, and although there were automobiles at that time, not too many,
but he wouldn't ride in one, and so0 we very often would see him in
the carriage going back and forth from Schoenbrunn to the Capital,

I mean .

Q. Did he also ride horseback?

A. I never saw--he was an old man, of course, when we were there.

Q. That's right. He was.

A. By 1912 he was quite old.

Q. When you were back in Germany, had you seen the Kaiser?

A. Yes, but they made fun of me because I was going over to Cologne
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for the school and he was there to .

Q. Was he making a speech, or presenting certificates or--oh, the
Kaiser had come for the dedication. What did you say? A bridge
across the Rhine.

A, The Kaiser Wilhelm Bridge.

Q. Ah.

A, Across the Rhine from Cologne.

Q. And did the whole school turn out to listen to his speech and to
see him?

A. Everybody turned out, and . . .

Q. The Germans like that sort of thing,

A. Oh absolutely. And they were very loyal to the Kaiser, but . . .
Q. Did you think of him as warlike?

A. Warlike? |

Q. Yes.

A. Very much so. All Germany was warlike even in 1910 when we went
over there. The army was uppermost in all of their minds, and . .

Q. Did you at any time have any fear for your personal safety?

A. Not really until after the U.S. was in World War I.

Q. Were you still over there when we entered the war?

A. Yes.

Q. Oh-h-h-h. I suppose you . . .

A, Not exactly when we entered the war. We were there when, in
Vienna, when the ah, Franz Ferdinand and his wife were assassinated.
And we were among the thousands who went down to see the processional
going from the . . .

Q. I don't have to turn it off-—-just think.

A. Well . ..

Q. They probably, was this the funeral cortege? That went around
the Ring?
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A. The bodies back, it was like a torch light parade. The old
parades that they used to have here during campaign times when a man
carries a torch and they also had shown the difference because Franz
Ferdinand was of the nobility. I beg your pardon, it was royalty.

Q. Royalty.

A. And his wife was only of the nobility so they showed the difference
by having six horses attached to his, the casket was on a . .

Q. Was it sort of a caisson?

A, Yes, that is the word I was trying to think of. It was on the
caisson.

Q. And the six horses . . .

A, And for hers there were only four horses.

Q. I see. Were they white horses? Do you remember?

A. Yes, his were white horses, but hers were not. Hers were brown.
Q. She was not a commoner, she was just not toyalty.

A. She was just of the mobility, she was not royalty. And of course
when they were married they signed the papers, both he and she, that
their children would not inherit the throne, because she was not of
the royalty.

Q. Yes. Then what . . .

A. Also, when they got, this is as I say, from the station to the
cathedral was not too far but all that space in there was just crowded
with the people down to see the procession.

Q. Was that the Stefans-Kirche, Stefans Dom?

A. It was the Stefans cathedral there in Vienna. Had a bishop at
the head of it.

Q. 8o were you part of the crowd that was standing along the street?

A. We were standing on the curb. My mother and I had been visiting
in the U. S. in the summer of 1913, of course by then we had come
back, but that was the longest time we were ever out of the United
States were those three years, but a friend of mine’ from Minneapolis
had gone back with us, and so she and my mother and’' our housekeeper
and T went and stood on the curbing to see this processional. But
many of the people, then, followed in after the caskets were taken
in to the cathedral, they didn't allow them for about an hour, they
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stood out, and some of them . . . . They were in the church all the
next day and some of the people stood out all night to be in line to
be in the front of the line that passed by the casket, and . . .

Q. Were you among them?

A. No. No.

Q. You didn't go in then and see the . . .

A. No.

Q. I suppose they had the bodies on view, probably.

A, My friend from Minneapolis and my mother went the next day, but
they went later in the day and there was not such a crowd. They stood
in line for about two hours to get into the church, but before that
they had stood much much longer. Well, as I say, some of the people
over night. But, and in the church there was this difference  shown
too. TFranz Ferdinand was on a higher level in the church, and his
wife on a lower one.

Q. That is interesting, isn't it? They had to show the difference,
of course.

A, Absolutely.

Q. All right, now you have brought us up to 1914 and the outbreak of
war in Europe.

A, At that time my father was not in Vienna because he had gone on
to Hamburg where we were to follow. But we were not going to follow
there for several weeks. We were in, as I said before, in Vienna at
the time of the assassination and then they called the house and said
for people to pack our furniture and get it ready for shipment . .

Q. Well, now, who called? Was this the . . .
A. The people who were going to pack the furniture.

Q. The movers, I see.. You weren't asked to leave Austria because
you were foreigners, were you?

A. Oh, no. Not then.
Q. They just thought they wanted to hurry up the process.
A. Yes. They called and said a man would be out the next day to

pack, and I said, "Well, I'm sorry, but you're just a week ahead.
It is a week from today that they are to come." And he said, "No,










































































































































































































































































































































































































