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J. Hamq Qcansr, September 17, 1958, Louisville, Kentucky. 

Q: Mr. C m m r  is an o l d - t h  mate and mptain an stezrmboat pa&-. 
I ~ t h a t y ~ ~ l w e r e o n t h e C c m r b e r l a n d R i ~ e r ,  m. Cowner, andthatyou 
did stme logging in your earlier days. Can ym tell us about that? 

S o i n t h e ~ l r m a . U r e s e s t a w s h a d t o b e ~ c r L z t o f t h e b a n k s o f  
43m river. When the river W d  fall logs and ywtr staves and 
yaurUssmtherivarbankhadtobeputintoboxcar&andbargesand 
ferriedintothe~trackstobeloadadmtobaxr*RLlrs. Thanat 
Wlrnsi.de - rn myb fifty or s Carl& of sta.m, lumber 
andtiefi,chicbnandeggs. N a w t h e  
Burnside by tmmprbtian of the riverboats. - shallcrw draft 
ten, twelve indms draft: w. Of cx#lrse, when yau load them dawn, 
y m C Q U l d l o a d ~ ~ t o f m o r f i v e f e e t d e p t h .  Andthemaleof 
transpOrtatim was out of Wzrkemrille and Celina, Tmmsse out on up 
annber1m-d River to Wunside d c h  was a skipping point. There was 
f e  camties back in there that had to be supplied with soil 
fertilizer and -ties similar to that. 'Ifney had to put it in in 
SeaBaljLlst ~ y w h e n t h e r i v e r w a s u p ,  yausee. 



Q: Was that a pcrwler wirdlass ar did you do it by hand? 

A: No, we did it rtloEctly by hand an the gasoline boats, )Yut m the 
stetabats we had the m a r  steam wirdlase. What's that &lad? 
Niggertmad. 

A: Well, there have been two or three -1e that I )uww of killed by 
the makeshift windlass. That is the type that you go out and cut a 
log, ycxl see, and anchor it dawn and balt BCXE tjmbers to it an3 you 
dun% have dogs on it or arrything to keep it frcan backfiring if 
scaaethlng gives a sudden jerk. U d l y  they put those on barge8 to 
just drag a -18 of over a stroal or saething. 

Q: A line like that getEi C E L a t .  

A: Yes, it tightens it up autamatically, well, if that pole gets 
slinging Wlny . . . 
Q: Is that so? 

A: Well, turn it off a minute. I'm out of breath. (tape stopped) 

Q: WWEg tht a perrticular railroad line up there? 



A: Y e s .  It was southam Railroad. It was the only milmad that 
went~thmqhthere.  IthadtosupplythesecaurrtiesImn 
speaking of. This might had to cmne out of Ch:'uulati and 
Lmhrille--dry goods, ahoes, see, peop?le had to buy themselves oil. 
Smmrth amm3 handled lots of o i l ,  just old lamp o i l .  
Yaz it to make light w i t h .  w h a t  yau handled then-wire 
fencing arsd your ferti l izer,  it wm an absolute necessity 
d c r w n i . n t h a t ~ b e c a u s e ~ ~ d g r c r w u n l e s s a ~  
ammt of fer t i l i zer  was used tm that 1 a . d  A d  they raise3 a 
t rammu3 lot of corn. 

Now W boats ran m t l y  frm Wlmside to NrPshville, Tennessee. Ncrw 
going dawn as far as Celina, our cargo would consist of general 
groceries, pluws, plawshams, and raftsmenle rope zvld dags 
mdthingf3theyusedtowraplogswith, andthanwewouldstartto 
pick up corn and stock arami Celina and take on into Nashville, 
Bmnewe. Maybe we wmld pull into N a s h v i l l e ,  Tennet;ies w i t h  a 
thcRlrsard cocrps of chidcms maybe swren or eight hundred - of eggs, 
a n d m w h e a d o f h c q s ,  a n d m y b e f o u r o r f i v e ~ h e a d o f  
cattle. &xi then we a d  dudmqe a t .  'Ihen at Nashville, w 
&d l o a d t h e b a t  up a g a i n w i t h  just general 
mmdit ies- fert i l izer ,  Isalt, sugar, groceries, clothing, dry goods, 
oil  and fencing ard [go] back up the rivar. 

Q: Naw we have nut identified arry of these boats yet. Yuu might do 
that. 

A: W e L l , m y f a t h e Y . w a s a ~ t c a p t a h a n d h e w a s a ~ ~  
i n t h e m .  H e s e a n t h e s i ~ w e c e c l B a n e d a n d  
----they usad w c d m  sidewalb-mi the s tdc  run clmr, and of 
course, theraadswerejwtrrmdroads. Ardthemwmldbejustmudin 
thercradswhsre i t~rockhauledinandbrokeupWi~smal lhanrmsrs .  
H e f l a w t h a t t h e k i d s ~ b a s i t t i r q ~ d o ~ n o t h i n g ,  -he 
wald just dictated, he just went art aml said, ''CaPne on Imere, bays. 
Wegotrsanework~do.''  A r d h s t o o k ~ t h s r e a n d r a a d e t h e r o a d s  
withwt paying then. (laughter) muding me and nry other brotlXm3. 
Me wouldn't wen let us alasle, Scane of themwere sitting 
bhittling and twiddling at girls, nathing to that. The tuwn had to be 
k@ptupandhswasthetawnIllarsbal. 



A: Well, I was bwn in 1894, officially, but achrally I think I was 
born h 1892 which U d  me a h k  s w - s i x  years old the day, 
this last  July, the 28th was ray birthday. And officially, accordjxlg 
to the docltor's rec~rds rn I am sixty-three years old. 

I ~ o a t h e s t s a m b o a t s a s a ~ t w a ~ .  Themvmnuthhgto  
do-rmy father U d  not let me do it-= I his- an doing it. If 
ICCKlldnutgethiredmtheboat, Imuld j u s t s n d c a b o a r d a n d w h e n  
the b a t  wmld pill away frcan the lading, vhy, there I would ba. 
(laughter) He had to put up w i t h  me. So finally, he just said to ms 
to quit school and ga to nightwatdmm. 

Of course, the nightwatchan is the nmt impolrtnnt officer, unlw the 
offiax aboard, because youhavegot the fire conditionto lookafter. 
Yau are supposd to keep good fire, and heit in your pilathwe Eire,  
and ycrur engine m f h .  Y a w  hull is the main thing, ycru have got 
to watch the WE~W because these ba t s  are made out of light m a b i d ,  
morstly pin owk, guarter-sawed and ev- is mde light so it 
dcemlt dmwsomuchwater. Soycruhavegottowat&yourhuLl. If 
yenx dednlt have a good mate that knew how to load and unload a boat 
right, why, yuulll spring leaks in it aml yau are 'ust liable to go to 
thebattan. NcrwthecargohasltobeplacedFjhere % t canbego ta tand  
d k h q e d  without straining the boat whatsower. So in get tw  a 
good nightwa-, it is very inlprtant, becaw3 yau have got t o  go 

a t  hull at least every half hour W in fact the business 
ycru cm&mUy got to looking in that hold. These 
hull boats just: spring l* meully easy. 

Q: nbere wis same pmt* wild cattle up there, too. 
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A: on his ears. It semd to pacify him arrd he will quit 
statping, othsrwise he would stclmp holes right through the deck. 

A: Do p want a little re&? 

Q: Yes. (tape stopped) All right. ~ ~ ~ o n I w m t t o a s k y o u  
is y m r  father's nama. We missed that. Can you tell me his mm? 



Rmwids, Kasrkbcky. My rather's ram was Clhariw Elizabeth. She wrss 
born in arrxPldIQmw& Cave, RmtWky. Her ramwas Noe, N-0-E. 

Q: That la good. All right. I d d  lib you to tell me a little 
m o r e ~ m w t S n a m t h e ~ l a n d a n d i f  v c r u c a n t e l l r r r e t h e  1 

~1~ in navi&iting that river. 

A: Well, I went fmn nightwatdmm-I finally convinced my father I 
couldbeamateanlsohegavemsaseamdmatels jobwhichwas 
unli-. You didn't have to have a licanse. You would have to 
have sam kncrwledge as nightwatcIrman in o w  to be a sacond rate. So 
the secandmatels-duty is-to assist #e captain and themate stands 
watch by himself and he has the duties of navigating the boat, and 
l ~ a n d u n l ~ a n d ~ i n g ~ c a r g o w n d f y t u f f  likethat. 
Th i s  cargo has to be placed aboard the boat so it can be discharged 
a n d n o t t h r r r w a r r y ~ ~ m . t h S ~ o r ~ h u l 1  
Muse  thoee boats a m  hilt of l i @ t  materials which yau can thraw a 
leak in them very r e d l y .  Jud it is a knack of a good mate knowing 
W h m ~ i s a r r y ~ i n i n t h e b o a t b y j u e t w d L k S n g u p ~ e d e c k .  He 
canfee l i turderhis fee t .  I t i s ju&~lo lc rwledge tha twhmycm 
walkup the deck i f  thare is a little strain in the boat, you w i l l  
feel it or if  the boat is cmemed wer a little b i t  to the starbad 
or port side, you w i l l  feel that W the head a little too law or the 
stem is too law or sarew 1 h . t h a t .  Ycnz just have a general 
f e e l i l g w ( a l k i n g u p ~ - .  It justccmu3sundertheheadhgof 
~ i m c e .  

Navigating of steamboats an the CmbmAa River is urmsual f m  what 
it is mthe M o  River because the river is so  swift^ a m  
placss ycru WE a boglt a hurdred and f i f ty  feet 1- thirty- 
foot ]3rpam, d y  draw- fourteen or f i f t e n  - of wa.ter--there are 
places an the anabarlard River that are so s w i f t  that it w i l l  nut stem 
thmqh these particular spats, that is mve fomard. So in order to 
getthisupthnxqhtheseswiftsputs, yauhavetopul1:iXltothe 
l ~ a n d t a k e a ~ a n d d r a g a h a w s e r u p t h e b a n k a n d t h r c r w i t  
zmurd a windlass, in other words, niggerhead. Ard ehis was opera- 
by steam. N m  after y m  get up abaTe the swift part of the river, you 
just laml in again and pick up your msn. Naw there is a hazard, too, 
on me of these ha- tied like that that samtims yau will be 
ago* a n l  the boat w i l l  all m e  ard first thing you ycru hit a 
rock that mp~ with that pwer there w i l l  snap and that rape will 
snapbackand sconetimes b r d c a m l s  leg of sa&hh-g lib that. 



A: I ummlly get  in a fuss w i t h  my wife. I never &d sit dawn. 
(la-) 

A: Navigating &earlmats an the Cubr l and  River is unusual, it does 
not mcist QII any other river w h i &  1% worked m. It is elwen 
r i w  that I have been ma- and captain an both in theuhited States. 
And w e  would bs leaving the Bumside wim maybe three carLoads of 
barS3ed w i r e  fencing, just genlmll fencing* Oh, mtlJmlly, barbed w i r e  
and w i r e  fencing does not float but ycrur current-being acquaint& 
w i t h  the nature of the rivmr-ymr mmmt is very swift .  And in 
order to get your boat lightened up so ycru can get off this particular 
shallcrw spot where the pilot got out of the channsl a little ways, 
why, maybe you would tbrcrw --five or a hundred rolls of wire 
fazing into the river and the currentwmld this rigfit dawn 
~ s a m e s p o t ~ ~ ~ l e ~ d p i c ; k i t u p w i t h ~ i ] c e p l ~ .  Itwould 
waah i th toak indof  aspotof itsuwndrrwnbelcrw.Ule&cxds. NOW 
wewwld j u s t r e achdc rwnwi th sp ik spo1~sand~coun t : o f  t h s w i r e  
fa? l~~wehadthrmnwerandthanwewmld  jwthookspikepolesin 
that to pull it backup and load it in thebats .  

Ardsaaaetimas~upstreamwewuldussthemt=thcdof ferryboats, 
Ifthtirrre-ahoalsallehawaytothsgmalltawnwithaferry 
~ h g , w e h a d a f s r r y ~ t ~ d c r w n ~ w ~ ~ d & p t t o l o a d  
cattle Elnd stuff lh l2at aboard a ferryboat and take it e r e .  and 

Q: Ccruld you i-fy scam of these bad qds m the CLrmberlard? 

A: Well, just the C m b r l d  River, the Smith's Shoals is at 
Wunside. That is smm miles long. NCM that is the end of 
mvigatim. The only time ycxl could get a coal barge up in that 

full, and ful l  of &--they tried to barge that cc& d m  on 
high mirses. Nw the ClnnberlH falls is forty feet high ad when the 
rivergetsupfcrtyorfiftyoreixtyfeet, theyusedtotrytohrge 
oDal in in just regular a d  bang- nrula of just bcmes. They'd bring 
it h t o  m i d e  and then unload it. Wit somany of them sank on the 
ishad$ mt it just was not profitable for arry3306ty, so that is 
lay- in the Ccanberlard River nar in the form of munl shiny nuggets. 
T h e c o a l i s ~ a r d s h i n y a n d t h a t r i v e r i S f u l l o f c o a l ,  theway 
thats tuf f~outof tbesemxxnta ins .  Andalsosamebaxgeswwxld 
t ~ y  to noa t  it dcrwn, YOU w, m thebse things w a d  hit w &0211~ 
and tear apart and that stuff -droll andm11 dm11 and the 
f h t  thing y w  vmld knaw, why it just lays in the river. 
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A t  the Smith's shoals Wch is swen miles long, just step by step, 
n u w ~ h a s m v e r b e a n a s ~ t w e n t u p a v e r t h e s e b e c a u s e t h e  
river never gat that hi@ ht South Fork River i s d y  abaut three 
miles up South Fork and U ~ I  weld l a v e  Burnside, ycxl run into--a very 
bad one, ard i f  the boat is not loaded too heavy ad the pilot stays 
inthechmnelycuhavenotrablel9mre. Andthenyaugomdclwnto 

Creek Shoals and the Wild Goose Shoals and Bellnap Island 
eud that ~i tdmm you run into yaur swift water. The river IS 

dcrwn to the point so it mhs it swift for a boat ccunitag 
upsheam stem, fn other words the pilot w i l l  not push it 
throeagh it Wmugh the swift  water. Y o u  have t o  assist it with a 
rope. 

There are s o q  other ahoala on duwn the river that I just don't 
recall. Nclw this one particular worst place that I knuw of is what 
ycru call Wild Gmse. NCYW W i l d  Gocee is a shoals where the river is 
w i d e a n d t h e g c r v e r r m r e n t c m n e i n ~ b u i l t ~ t t h e y d l w i n g d a m s  
mch had bean dme on the Ohio River. And this w a t e r  is very swift 
hthispart=f~ar~andi t lookedl ikswhenyouaregoingdcrwn 
ullmgh w EhcxcLs, why, yau just have drive rnl ahead a t  one of 
W wfngdams, just like ycru m going right acrosrs it. mt just as 
quick as the bcrw of the boat gets up w i t h i n  ten or twelve feet of this 
particular wingdam, why, the currerrt: is so s w i f t  that it hits the bcrw 
of yam boat, thmm it mt ard the water hitting the 0th- aide of 
y u u ~  rstsm it dcrwn till yau just slide right dcJwn t o  of 
-river. Crazythhq, wfiy, i t ~ d ~ p e o p l e t o d e a t h t o d o  it. 

A: And that is the worst one, so the athem on the river are mostly 
islands where the water is really so s w i f t ,  it goes along. k-d them 
ia  places where ~~, the pilats wmtld get out of the &amel and 
he w i l l  stick on ---it is mstly all  rock bottcan, all the 
C l r m b e r l d  River is mcstly a l l  m, becpluse I think I wad& f m  
Nashville to Burnside on rnany a cold chilly night. I have been laying 
aut.theretryingmttwsegasolinebo21~, t E y i n g t O g e t t h m 1 ~  
up a little bit or edged over a little b i t  they U d  get in 
d e p r  WW*. 

A: Y W e l l ,  nclwwerm OmhrlandFther, wehad r~~~~tabautswho 
had amsisted mc&ly of colored people and these colored people mostly 
Wey gck therm out of Nadwille. Now in Bumside, there was only two 
or .three men t h a t  plied the s-ts mustabcslt work. This was just 
a farm of existence. Ncrw these m 1 e  would ccrsne out of the - -  ---- 

mountah, hills,  to the river & ship up w i t h  wen--mtly always 
n@eded th@rct--and then- four or five wleeks aba rd  a boat and could 
make tm &11ms, which two dollars in those d a p  was a tmnmdms la t  
of n m q .  Now they usa this money to buy sclme calico or gingham or 
maybe sarrve sa l t  or ppper or sugar, atxi ccDrmbOdities they cculd not 
raise kack m their little plot of lard back w. That is the they 
waylhyhadofgetlAngholdof readycaskl. N a w w e c l a s s e d t h e m m d  


















