Richard Cooley

This picture was taken in a Japan prison
camp in Matushima, Japan, February 1945.
Mr. Cooley weighed 120 pounds, down from

175 pounds when taken prisoner of war.




Preface

This manuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted
by Glenn Kniss for the Oral History Office in March and April, 1988.
MaxgarertReedertranscribedthetapesa:ﬂﬁammstaggsaditedme
transcript. Richard Cooley reviewed the transcript.

Richard Cooley, a founding member of the Springfield Area Chapter of
American Ex Prisoners of War, was bom November 2, 1911 in Columbia,
Kentucky. He and his wife, Jean, have lived in Springfleld, Illinois
since shortly after Richard resigned from the U.S. Marines in June,
1958,

Richard (Dick) Cooley was no stranger to the U.S. Marines. He had
beeninthemrmstenyeambeforethatfateﬁxldayonbacenﬂoer?
1941, and of course was on the spot, when the Japanese military struck
Pearl Harbor to propel the United States into wWorld wWar II.

of the twenty-seven years that Dick spent in the marines, three years
and five months were spent as a prisoner of war of the Japanese. Two
ofthoseyearsmremtheinfanms&banamamcampsla:ﬁs
Philippine Islands, and a year ard a half in Japan at two labor camps.
His story is about life as a prisoner of war in the hands of a
fanatical and hateful enemy. Yet now he speaks of it all with an
unemotional and casual voice, as if it had been a commonplace
ocourrence.,

Heroically brave and enduring in the face of years of unspeakable
hardships and desperation, the reader must read between the lines to
visualize what really transpired in the life of Richard Cooley as a
prisoner of war.

Clern Kniss was born in Mormouth, Illinois and has been a native of
Springfield since 1940. He was an infantryman in the U.S. Army in
World War II and has three campaign stars for battles in Normandy,
northern France and the Rhineland. He too was a prisoner of war and
was a barracks chief at Stalag ITA, Neubrandenburgh, Germany. He is a
pastcamnarﬂerofmeSpringﬁeldAreac&mptararﬂisalsotheir
historian., In addition, he is the historian for the Department of
Illinois, American Ex Prisoners of War.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor souht to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. SangamonStateUn:Lvers:Ltylsnot
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; theseareforthereadertojudge

nmmmmscriptmyberead quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproducedmwhole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in wnting from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.
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Richard Cooley, February 25, 1988, Springfield, Illinois.
Glenn Kniss, Interviewer.

Q: We are at the hame of Richard Cooley, at 116 Circle Drive,
Springfield, Illinois. Mr, Cooley is a member of the Springfield Area
Chapter of the Ex Prisoners of War and he is going to tell us about
his experiences as a prisoner of war of the Japanese in World War II.
Mr. OooleyhaswrlttenanunmbllshadbookwhlchI find quite
fascinating and the scene opens in Shanghai, China, November of 1941.
But Dick, beforewestartonthlsscenemShanghai, China with the
marines in 1941, why don't you tell us a little bit about how you
hlifppeneditogetmtomilitaryservmearﬂwhenymgct in and such
ormation.

A: I got in the Marine Corps in 1931. It was during the depression
andIhadjustgotoutofhlghschoolandlookedmtoworkarﬂdldnt
find any work, so I started to go to the recruiting stations. Then I
smnedupforthenarinesandtheytookmeandsentmtoparls
Island, South Carolina to go to boot camp and after finishing boot
canp, Iwerrttoseaschool in Norfolk, Virginia.

Q: Sea school, what is that, Dick?

A: Well, they have marines aboard ship and at that time they sent a
small detachment aboard battleships and cruisers and aircraft
carriers, and we did the duties of the orderlies and guard duty. At
that time, the navy didn't guard their own property. Then I went
aboardtheUSS California and was there until about the middle of 1932
and then I was in Quantico, Virginia. There I was in the supply
act1v1tyarﬂiwasinthecmtm1ssaxyunt111938 then I went up to
FPhiladelphia to supply school and that was about gix months and then
back to Quantico. Then I went aboard the USS Henderson in October of
1939. I don't remember exactly the date we left Norfolk, Virginia but
wewmtammithxmghthecanalarﬂthewestcoastandstogoedat
Hawaii and Guam in the Philippine Islands and arrived in

China the 10th of January 1940. IdlddutymShanghaimththe-ath
Marines, which were known as the Shanghai marines. I was in the
supply department there.

Q: About how many soldiers were in the Shanghai marines?

A: At the time when I got there, there were only around fifteen

hundred more or less and it was good duty there. I enjoyed the time

but time passed by and along about November, 1941 rumors were coming

arourd that they were moving the marines out of Shanghai. The last of

November we got orders to embark aboard the president liner, the SS

HarrisonmﬂthmmofthamarineswentontheSSMadism but I
on the Harrison.
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Q: These are army troop ships . . .

A: No, they were civilian. In fact they were ships of the president
line and we went aboard the ship the last day of November, I believe,
and we salled about three o'clock in the afternocon. The next morning,
we went out and got cutside the Rangon River into the China Sea. In
fact, when I first went on deck I saw some sukmarines rumning, to be
exact four submarines and we were pimned in.

Q: Were they U.S. submarines or . . .

A: Yes, they were U.S. submarines but nobody seemed to know why they
were there, and I don't know how far they were with us. They might
have went all the way, but we felt we might be going home. We ended
up on the 5th of December in a naval station in Olongapu, Philippine
Islands. Then we set up housekeeping there. They quartered the
troops in the barracks and I had to set up a supply office place, so
we took a house that was vacant for that and got everything all set up
and going for them. We contacted people ocutside in the Philippine
civilian group to do the laundry and sent trucks to Manila to the
camissary for food. This went on until early morning on the 8th of
Decenmber.

g: Pardon me, Dick, but was this in a camp in the Philippines or was
tl.l

A: It was a naval station.

Q: Right, at a naval station where you set up this house for
supplies.,

A: And on the 8th of December it was in the wee hours of the morning,
I don't know it was still dark, people came around hollering, "“Get up,
get up and get dressed ard get ocut here," and issued everybody their

of arms, whatever they were supposed to carry during war
time, "Get the people ready to fight." So, we went about doing that.

Q: Was that quite a bit of a surprise to you?
A: Oh, we didn't have, we had not heard anything about the war.

Q: ©Oh, you just thought maybe you were making a military maneuver, a
training exercise?

A: Well, they told us when they got us up that we were at war with
Japan which was a surprise, too.

Q: Did this happen before a day earlier or samething?

A: No, this all happened on the 8th, the morning of the 8th. It was
the 7th here but it was the 8th ocut there. So, we set up operations
and sent troops ocut along the road and got ready for whatever was

going to happen. On the 10th, the Japanese had bembed Pearl Harbor, a
naval station over on Manila Bay. The same day they came over to bomb
Olongapu but they misjudged and about all the bambs fell in the harbor
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near a little town ocutside the camp. Our pecple were a little bit
excited.

Q: I would think so.

A: They started shooting at airplanes. There were three or four
thousand pecple there with rifles and automatic pistols or whatever
they had, which really didn't do any good. The bombers were probably
sixorsevenﬂlwsarﬂfeetuparﬂsmfighterplanascmeinlateron
ard sunk all of the PBY's. I think the navy had four there and they
made a couple of runs and took care of them. I den't know how many
pecple were on them. I know some of them jumped cut, scome of them
might not have heen occupied at the time.

Q: PBY stood for what, Dick?

A: This was a type of amphibicus plane. And so things went on like
this until sometime around--well, in fact, early before Christmas they
ordered us to move cut from Olongapu, out on the hill three or four
miles out of the station.

Q: Dick, sometime ago you told me how you had received, I think it
was, the Silver Star and did this occur about this time?

A: This came later on. Out on this hill and just around Christmas

time they moved some men to go down on the Maruelous Peninsula, which
is right across the water about eight thousand yards from the island
of Corregidor. I didn't get there until Christmas morning because I
was one of the last to leave. We had the last truck ard rode on top
of a load of gear. I don't know exactly the mileage but it must have
been from along down the peninsula and it must have been a hundred and
fifty or two hundred miles, but it took us about all day to get there.
Then the Japanese were bombing Corregidor and strafing and everything.
People would shoot at them and the level of the bombers that came over
was =0 high that the anti-aircraft never did get up to them, I think,
but they kept them up there and they didn't let them came down lower.
They shot down some dive bambers. We went over the 1st, I think it

was the last day of 1941 that we went over across into Corregidor.

Q: Well, you had been on Corregidor when these bambings and aerial
attacks started?

A: Watching it from the mainland.

Q: From the mainland of Corregidor?

A: No, the mainland of the Philippines, Iuzon Island.
Q: You were on ILuzeon then?

A: That's the big island, that's where Manila is. Corregidor is
supposed to be a Gibraltar of the Manila Bay.

Q: Corregidor was a rather small island wasn't it?
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A: I would say a thousand acres, not very ig but it was situated
right in the middle. The chamnmels had to go on one gide or the other
of it.

Q: And it was heavily fortified . . .

A: Tt was fortified, but only from the sea, and I think a few days
after we got to the island I was transferred out of the supply
department and went over to the end of the island to a machine gun
campany as an assistant platoon leader of a machine gun platoon.
There we dug pits to put the machine gquns in and to protect us from
the banbing. Time went on and the Japanese bombed the place off and
on but it was kind of routine. The Melinda Tumnel was through the
ridge, exactly all the away acrose the island maybe several hundred
feet high separating the two parts. Our positions were out on the erd
of the ajrfields, on the one over towards the mainland., It was
towards Manila and we fortified the ground fortifications for our
machine guns, I think we had one 37 millimeter gun.

Q: That was a field artillery piece . . .

A: Yes. We were trying to fortify the islands for an invasion and we
kept on at it. The Japanese kept bambing and things went on that way
until I think it was the 9th day of April, 1942 that this Bataan
Peninsula, where the town of Marvelous is located, our troops were
withdrawn and anyway they lost that part of the Philippines. Some of
them came to Corregidor, but most of them were captured by the
Japanese and went on supposedly what we called the Death March. I
wasn't in it becuause I was already on Corregidor.

Then the Japanese moved artillery pieces down to Marvelous, the Bataan
Peningula, and the other side was—-well, I forget the name of it, but
the lard was a little farther away from Corregidor than it was on the
Bataan Peninsula. The artillery was opened up and sanetimes with the
use of light artillery. I think they were using around 88 millimeters
if they just saw two or three pecple walking along the road.

Q: With an arillery piece, they'd just shoot at inviduals?

A: It was almost that bad and it was said there was four hundred
pieces on the Bataan Peninsula. It ranged from the light 88
nillimeters through 240 millimeter artillery weapons.

Q: These were four hundred pieces of the Japanese?

A: Of the Japanese and 240 millimeter I think would be arournd an
eight and a half incher. They had all that stuff there and sometimes
when they would open up they'd sound like a rifle shooting rapid fire,
the way they would throw them over there. It was claimed that one day
for about three hours, they had over three thousand shells which
larded on Corregidor.

Q: How far away was this Japanese artillery roughly? I know it would
be scattered.

A: Around seventy-five hundred yards, the closest ones.
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Q: ©Oh boy, I would think there would be a lot of casualties with all
that kind of artillery fire concentrated.

A: We were pretty well dug in, foxholes ard things and if they didn't
get on the first round, then they wouldn't get anybody unless they
were almost a direct hit. We had part of our squad, not
intentionally, test one of our machine gun implacements though for
strength. There were planes coming over and we went in, and this
implacement was on the flat where our platoon headquarters was
located, a little flat place, an o0ld seaplane hangar which was our
headquarters with this little old flat right out in front. We had
built an implacement right in the center of this place. To get our
tinber there was a barge grounded pretty close by. So we tore the
barge up and got three by twelve timber to . . .

Q: They were built above ground? Or did you dig down in the ground?

A: No, we dug down in the ground three or four or five feet and then
would cross over with this three by twelve and then edgewise and then
put them across laying down and then sandbag the top of this. At any
rate, a plane dropped a bomb and there was a embankment probably
thirty feet high back of us and the bomb hit on the bank. We thought
it had hit us, but after we got ocut and it was over with we found out
it was a rock about, I would say, it was about three ard a half feet
by two feet. It had landed right in the middle of this implacement
which was probably ten foot square. I know it kicked up a lot of dust
but nobody got hurt.

Q: If the artillery burst that close, the concussion would be severe
or was it that close?

A: Well, this was a banb. No, the concussion, I don't know anybody
that got hurt. I only know one person that got hurt down in that
place during the whole thing and that was in an artillery and a
strafing deal where we were under an end of a culvert just to get out
of sight, and we had it for protection too. We had powder cans across
each end of it so it wouldn't be straight in. So, you'd go in and
then you'd go back, but the thing was round and had a rounded top over
it, I guess to give it strength for the road. We were in there one
day and we figure a 240 shell hit down the one toward the ocean.
There were two rows of these powder cang, but then there was about
that much room between them and the wall.

Q: About two or three inches, huh?

A: Probably three inches and I was sitting up fairly close to the

other erxd and bent over, but one of the men in our platoon was laying
down with his head towards the ocean at the other end of the culvert
and a piece of shrapnel came through there and hit him in the top of
the shoulder and went down I don't know how far. As quick as they
quit firing, which was very soon after that, we took him out and
the road and walked him on in. But the artillery started up again
about that time a jeep come along, and we stopped the jeep and put
casualties in the jeep and they took them on. But I think he died
anyway.

fig
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Q: That man that was injured, would he go to that tumel? That's
where the hospital was . . .

A: Yes, they had the hospital located there.

Q: To go back to that machine gun implacement that you were trying
out with the bambing, did you fire a great deal at the aircraft with
your machine guns?

At No, it was just like the big artillery that was on there. It was
all trained a certain direction. The only thing we did was set up a
50 caliber machine gun, I think that you could shoot at aircraft. Our
battalion had about two or three of those set up around our end of the
island, but I don't know if they ever hit anything or not.

Q: Did you have plenty of ammunition or was it getting scarce?

A: As far as I know there was plenty. The only thing that seemed to
get scarce was food.

Q: Had food started to get scarce by then?

i Well, we figured it was. We didn't get too much to eat. You got
two meals a day, that's all we ever had during that war.

Q: And you had your regular mess places and would you have to go in
or would they bring it to you?

A: We had to go get it in my outfit.
Q: Would that be in one of those tunnels?

A: No, it was over in the camp area. Most of the time we were there,
you know, there was nothing going in until after ocur tough time
started up which came along after the 9th of April. From then until
the 6th of May when we lost Corregidor and nearly lost the whole
Philippine Islands.

Q: Was the time it fell between April and May?

A: The islands fell, actually they went over on the 6th of May at
eleven o'clock was the time.

Q: Was this that situation where Wainwright managed a surrender?

A: Yes, General Wairnwright was there because General MacArthur had
been called away. That was one time that I figured right. People
said, "Well, what are they going to do with him?" I said, "why, they
are going to take him down and give him all the troope in this area."
It seemed cbvious to me because he was practically raised out there.

Q: You are speaking now of . . .

A: General MacArthur. I figured that the president called him away
to head the whole thing and he did.
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Q: And you think you were putting this sand in this tuminel so it
would be smooth and level, was that what the object was? So they
could store this machinery on a smooth sand surface?

A: They were going to set it up and operate it.
Q: Oh, it was going to be a marufacturing place, I see.

A: And those millwrights were about the only Japanese that I ever
worked with that seemed to have any intelligence abcut what pecple
could do. Most of the guards and things that I worked with except one
thought you could do three times as much as he could. One guard at
thisplacehe:e,hewasaexsexgeantmajorintheJapmeseamy. He
had lost his arm at Singapore and he was a hame guard, but I think he
might have been a Christian, he was reading hig Bible about all the
time and he didn't want to carry more than he could. Some of those
guards, they weren't necessarily Ja , they might have been
Koreans and they might have been Taiwanese from Formosa, but they
would load you up to the top and it weighed more than you do. But
this quy, he was a reasonable sort of a quy and he didn't bother
anybody. The millwrights they used primarily until getting more
pecple to lift things and something to move it with and we didn't see
that very often in that time. Just get more ignorant Americans which
they always had penty of.

Q: Well, you didn't have any choice?
A: No, very little. Same things looked better in this place than
other places. Well, the work was better for me because we didn't go

down in the ground, you went in this tunnel and you could see
outdoors.

Q: Where were you quartered?

A: We were on the border alongside of the river. The camp was on one
side of the river amd the railroad station was on the other side. We
was working a detail across the river. Between the river and the
other town.

Q: You'd have to walk across that river each morning and night?

A: Yes, it was about three quarters of a mile over there.

Q: How were your quarters there, were they about like they were
before?

A: They were about like they were., The same construction, style with
boards to sleep and the same food.

Q: Food about the same?

A: The same or worse. Japan was getting pretty hard up, you could
tell by what the pecple ate that it was.

Q: Did you ever think that you should have been compensated for all
this work that you did after you got liberated? Did the American army





































































