
Richard Cooley 

This  p i c t u r e  was taken  i n  a Japan prison 

camp i n  Matushima, Japan, February 1945. 

M r .  Cooley weighed 120 pounds, down from 

175 pounds when taken p r i s o n e r  of war. 



This manuscript is the of tape-remrded interviews cmduct& 
by Glenn Rdss for the Oral History Office in Mar& and April, 1988. 
MargamkReeaer t ranscr lbedthe~pesandkancie~dtedthe 
transcript. Richard Oooley miewed the transcript. 

Ftich2urd Cooley, a fMuding nemober of the Spriqfield Area Qlapkr of 
American Ex meaner. of W a r ,  ms born Nwesnber 2, 1911 in Columbia, 
Kentuc;ky. He and his w i f e ,  Jean, have lived in Springfield, Illinois 
s h e  ahortly after Rim -1.gne.d h the U.S. mines in June, 
1958. 

Of the twenty-men year. that Dick spent in the mines, three year. 
and five months were s p n t  as a prisoner of war of the Japanese. Two 
0 f U r s e ~ e a r s w a r e i n t h e i n f ~ c a b a M ~ Q n p s 1 ~ 3 ,  
Wippine IslanJe, a M  a year and a half in Japan at two labor amps. 
His &ory is ahcut life as a pr- of URV in the hanrls of a 
fanatid. anl h a w  memy. Yet nau he speaks of it all w i t h  an 
~i~ an2 caaLal wiel as if it had been a OcBrmrrplace -. 
Heroically brave and -ing in the face of year. of unspBakab1e 
hardshippeanddesperatim, thelreadermstreadketweenthelhest0 
visualize *hat really transpired in the life of Richard Cooley as a 
p3ismex of war. 

The manu8c~ipt may be read, quoted and citad m y .  rt may not be 
in whole or in part by any means, electrcolic or mschanical, 

withcut permissicn i n  mi- fmn the Oral History Office, Sanganan 
S t a t e  University, Sprirqfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 
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Richard Coo1q. February 25, 1988, Sprinsfield, Illinois. 

Gl- Kniss, -im. 

Q: Wia are at the ham= of Richard Cooley, at 116 C i r c l e  Drive, 
Springfield, Illinois. Mr. Cooley is a member of the Sprirrsfield Area 
h p t e r o f t h e ~ h : ~ o f ~ a r a n d h e i s g o ~ t o W l u s ~  
his aqerienc88 as a prismrsr of war of the Japanese in World W a r  11. 
Kr. Cooley has written an unpublished book which I find quite 
fascinating ard the scene apws in shanc#mit Chha,  Nmmber of 1941. 
wlt Dick ,  before we start on this scene in S h q h d ,  China w i t h  the 
marines in 1941. don't you tell us a little bit about h m  you 
h a p p n e d t o g e t i n t o m i l i t a r y ~ 5 e ~ ~ i c e a n d ~ y a g o t i n a T d s u c h  
hform~ltim. 

A: I got in the Wine carp in 1931. 1t rra. during the depression 
andIhad justgatoutof hqhrsrchooldlookedintowmkanddidnlt 
find anywmk, so I -to go to the recruiting statims. Then I 
signed up for the mines and took rn and smt ms to Paris 
Ielan3. South Cerolina to go to boot cimp and after finistring hoot 
camp, I went to sea school in Norfolk, Vjys in ia .  

A: Well, they have marines aboard ship and at that time they sent a 
small detachment zlboard battleships and cruisers and aircraft 
carrim, and we did  the duties of the orderlies and guard duty. A t  
that th,  the navy didn't guard their awn p m .  men I mt 
aboard the USS California and ms there until about the middle of 1932 
a r d t h m I w a s h ~ c o , V i r g ~ .  T h e r e I m s i n t h e ~ u p p l y  
activiw ancl I wa~. in the ccrrmissary until 1938. then I w m t  up to 
P h i l a d e l p h i a t o s u p p l y ~ l a n d t h a t v m s a b a u t e i x ~ a n d t h e n  
back to Qwmkico. Zkhan I w m t  abard the USS in Octaber of 
1939. I don't remember e w N y  the data we left Norfolk, Virginfa M 
w e w e n t a m u n d ~ t h e Q n a l a n d t h e a R e t c D a s t ~ s t o p p e d a t  
H a w a i i  a Guam in the Ihilippine Islands ard wived in Shanghai, 
China the 10th of Jermary 1940. I did in Shanghai w i t h  the 4th 
Marines, n h i c h w t z c e k n u w n a s t h e ~ i m a r i n e s .  I w a s i n t h e  
- 1 ~  - -* 





A: No, they were civilian. In fact m ship of the presiderrt 
line and we went aboard the ship the last day of N a v a r h r ,  I believe, 
and we sailed a t a t  three olclock in the aftemmn. The next 1110zni.q~ 
W e ~ a u t ~ g c r t o u t s i d e t h e ~ R i v e r ~ t h e ~ s e a .  rn 
f a c t , w f a a n I f ~ ~ o n d e c k I s a w s c a r r e E f i z t m M 1 : i n e s ~ ,  tobe  
exactfaur-andwle-pwin.  

a: .they U.S. su)mrrarines or . . . 

A: It ms a naval station. 

Q: Right, a t  a naval station where you set up this home for 
txgplies. 

A: A r d a r t h e 8 ~ o f ~ i t w a s i n t h e w e e h o u r . o f t h e ~ ,  
I don't hew it was still dark, people camp amml hollering, ''Get up, 
get up (U*l ge t  dressed an3 get out h e r e , I 1  and issued their 
~ ~ f a n n S , ~ ~ t h B y ~ q ( l g l l P P O s e d t o ~ m Y i n r J m  
time, %et the people ready to fight." So, we mt about doing that. 

Q: Was that. quite a bit of a surprise to ycu? 

A: W l ,  UEY told us when thery got us up that w e  - at w a r  w i t h  
J a m  which was a surprise, too. 

Q: D i d  this happen before a day earliol: or sanethin31 
A: No, this all happened on the 8th, a mrming of the 8th. It was 
t h e 7 t h h a z e ) u t i t a r a s t h e 8 t h O u t t h e o a .  So, wesetupaperations 
a n d s m t ~ C R Z f : a l o n g t h e r o a d E u d g o t ~ f o r ~ ~ e r w a s  
going to h a p .  On the loth, the Japanese had bmibed Pearl Warbor, a 
nwal staticn wes on Manila Bay. The same day they camz wer to bcanb 
o l ~ b u t t h e y m i s j u d g e d a n d ~ a l l t h e ~ f e l l  intheharbor 



near a little tmm a,rbi.de the cmrrp. Our people wme a little bit 
ex;cited. 

Q: r waild think so. 

Q: PBY gtood for Wl-Lat, Dick? 

Q: Well, you had been on -idor w h m  these bmibings arrd aerial 
attacks started? 

A: Wa- it f m n  the minlaxld. 

Q: Fram the mainland of mmegidor? 

A: No, the mainla of the = l i m b ,  Luzcm Island. 

A: 'Ihat's big islanb, thatta where Manila is. Qrregidor is 
suppsed to be a ~ibraltar of the m a  ~ a y .  

Q: axregidor was a raw mall islarrd wasnlt it? 



A: I would say a thcxlsana acres, not very big h c t  it was situated 
right in the nuddle. 'Ihs channels had to go on rme side or the other 
of it, 

Q: And it was heavily fortified . . . 

Q: That was a field artillery piece . . . 

Q: With an arillsry piece, they'd just ahoat at hiduals? 

A: I t m s ~ t h a t b a d m d i t w a s s d d t h e r e w a s f ~ ~  
pieces on the Bataan Peninsula. It ranged fmn the light 88 
dllimeterrJ thmqh 240 dlllmeter artillery w. 
Q: These were far  hLlndred pieces of the Japanese? 



Q: Oh bcry, I d d  t h h k  there wuuld be a lot  of casualties with a11 
that Mnd of artillery fbx cmcmkmted. 

a: We m pretty well dug in, faod.loles ard things and if t h q  didn't 
~ o n t h e f i r s t r c r u n d , t h E 3 l t h e y ~ d n ' t g @ t ~ u n l e s s t h e y  
were ahc& a direct hit. We had part of aur squad, not 
htentimally, test: one of au: gun implacemnb for 
s+bmgth. mae m plane3 cxming wer and we went in, and this 
implacam-& was ca'l the flat  where our platoan was 
located, a little f la t  place, an old seaplane hangar d c h  was our 

w i t h  this little old flat right out in £rmt. We had 
P i m p l a e m m t  right in the center of this place. To get an 
timbertharewasabargegmundedpmt~closeby. Sowetorethe 
~ u p a n d g o t t h m e b y W v e t i m b e r t o . .  . 

A: No, we dug dcrwn in the grrxznd three or fcrur or five feet and then 
t m u l d ~ ~ ~ ~ g , m e r w i t h t h i s t h m e b y t w e l v e a n d ~ e d g e w i s e a n d t h e n  
put Umn~ a- laying dcrwn and thsn sandbag W top of this. A t  any 
rate, a plane drappd a bcanb ard there wers a e&mkmmt pmbbly 
~ f ~ h i g h b a c J r o f w a n d t h e ~ M t m t h e b a n k .  Wethought 
i thadhitus, b u t : ~ ~ g a t o e t t : a n d i t w a s w e r w i t h ~ f ~ w r t  
itwaasarockabout, Iwwldsay, i t w a s ~ t t h r e e a n d a h a l f  feet 
by two feet. It had landed right in the middle of th is  -1-t 
d& weus prabably ten fmt square. I kncrw it kicked up a lot: of dwt 
w-gcrt-. 

Q: If the artillq burst that close, the concussion would be swere 
or was it that close? 

About huh? 

A: Rcbbly three inches and I ms siting up fairly close to the 
en3 arrd bent avar, IyUt m e  of the men in crur platmn WEIS laying 

d m  with his head tamds the ocean a t  the &.her end of the culvert 
and a piece of shrapnel came thmqh there and hi t  him in the top of 
th0shcrul .dsrandwmtdawnIdon ' tknawhawfar .  Asquidcasthey 
q u i t f k h g ,  whi~wasverysoanafterthat ,  we tookh imar tandup to  
theradandwalkedhimonin. wltthearti l lerystartedup2bgainand 
abaut that the  a jeep care along, and we stapped the jeep and put cur 
casualtieshthe jeepardthqtookthemrm. ButI thinkhedi& 
m y *  
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Q: mt man .that was injured, wrruld he go to that tunnel? m a t t s  
where thehospi ta lwas . .  . 
A: Yes, they had the hospilxl located them. 

A: No, it was just like the big artillery that was on there. It was 
all mined a certain direction. The olly thing we did was set up a 
50 caliber ma- gun, I think that yau mild shoert: at aimraft. Our 
b a W i m h a d a b a u t ~ o r ~ o f ~ ~ 9 e t u p a m u s d o u r e n d a f  the 
island, but I don% knaw if they ever hi t  anything or not. 

Q: Did you have plenty of ammition or was it getting scarce? 

A: Well, we figumd it was. We didn't get tcoml lch to eat. You got 
two lllBals a day, that's all ate ever had durirq that war. 

A: We  had to go get it in my outfit. 

A: No, i t m s w e r i n t h e c a m p a r e a .  ms tof the t imerswere there ,  
yuuknw, therememthinggoinginunti laf teranrtoqhth 
Starteaupwhicflcamealmgaftertfle9thof~il.  Fmnthenuntil 
the 6thof M a y m w e  lost Qorregidorandnearly lost thewhole 
PhiliFQine Islands. 

A: The islaxlds fall, actuallytheyvent over cm the 6th of m y  at 
eleven otclock was the time. 

Q: W a s  this that ei tuat im w h m 3  Wainwright lMnaged a summ&r? 

A: General MacArthur. I figured that the president called h i m  away 
to head the whole thing and he did. 






































































































































