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Ref- 

Louis m, born m 2Wgust 19, 1946, is a disabled Amxican veteran 
o f t h e V i e t m m f J a r .  A1~heismtedatone lmrndredpmmt 
disability, he has able to - his situation and take 
a positive attitude about his life. Mr. Cooke has oansbhr t ly  mred 
since June of 1969, has been an active supporter of varicxls veteran 
organizati01115t, established the Vi- Organizaticm jn Sangamrm County 

has participated in five waLks of the "Last Patrolt1 in &upport of 
Vietnam vetarans their rights. 

The mnwxipt may be read, quated ard cited freely. It may not be 
rep- i n h l e o r  inpartbyarymeans, electmnicormechanial, 
without pBnnissi091 in writmg fmm the O r a l  Histcay Office, Sargmm 
State Wniversity, Sprinsfield, I l l h i s  62794-9243. 
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A: I was born 19, 1946 in Sprirrsfield, Illinois. w f a e l s  
n m r a e w a s I a h ~ . ~ .  M y n r r t h e r s m u m w a s R u t h ~ .  Wdadwas 
a carpentar all his life. w mnther is deceasd and he remarried 
~ a d s h e w a s a n o f f i c e w c ~ r k r .  Iwenttogzadesd~~~latst. 
A l c q r ~ i i u s  a d  -there I w@nt  to High Schol at Griffin. After that 
I spent one sesllester at - w i e l d  College in Illinois. I started to 
~ k a t ~ h L i f e f o r ~ t ~ a r d ~ d r a ~ i n t o t h a ~ i n e  
Corps- 

A: San Diego .  

Q: D i d  yau go -y to Vietnam fran boot cmap or did yau ccpne 
hcane? 

Q: D i d  ycxl stay in a M l w  at Da ~ a x q  for W e  or were ycru juat 
shippedtoyrxlrtltlit? Whatun.itdidywgoto? 

A: I ~ t o ~ c h i n e G u n ~ f o r t w o c I w e l c E t a r r d B - c m t h e r e I w a s  
an expert in guns. Then I went to my outf i t  eud m~ on a boat 
for t h h t y  days. G Ccanpany, 2nd Bathl icm,  26th M a r h  and 2ml 
Platam. I stapped in Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Q: You in Hawaii  before you went to Vietnam? 

A: Yes* 
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Q: After yau j o h d  the unit in V i m  vhat w a s  ycrur f i r s t  
aperation? 

A: I w a s  aver theme for tmlve cperaticms, ny f imt aperation against 
the Viet  in rn Nang. k m l 2 ~ ~  crperation against the viet in 
Da Nang it took place October 12th to Octaber 28th, in 1966. I 
participated in an cpmtim called Rm R a i  fran 29, Octaber to 26, 
Dewmd3er still in 1966. Then the operations against the V M  Cong 
fma 26th IXcenbr until the 2 3 d  of Jarmary, 1967. Then I 
participated in an aperoltim against the VC in Da Nang 23, Jaxruary to 
the 7th of March 1967. FYcm there I participated h an aperatica 
Prairie 11 frcm 8th of Mamh, 1967 until the 18th of Mart21 1967. Then 
participate3 h the operatian Prairie I11 frm the 19th of Maxh until 
Ule 31st of Mixrd-i, 1967. Then I participated in the optazition Carryon 
frwn the 6th of Mc& to the 12th of Mar&, 1967. Fran I 
mcipated in an aperation against the VC in cperatim Big Hom the 
13th of April to the 2 M  of April, 1967. I participated h an 
operation Shawme frm the 22rd of April to the 2nd of May, 1967 when 
I got injured. I was hit. 'Ihe 2nd of May 1967 I went to USS Rqcse 
and I was in there sbcty-Ume days uncunscic#xs and nearly lagt nry 
life twlo w. 

A: In the skull, half of head was ccanpletely gmre. 

Q: On l%e left or right side? 

A: L e f t  side. Half of ray head is plastic plate and it affected my 
rimt aide. I can't use my right arm ard my right leg is paralyzed. 
I vent to Great L a b s  Naval Hospital far sixken months. I cmldntt  
mwe a muscle. The drxtar U d  ask me a guestion and I would have to 
blink awe for no and twice for yes. 

Q: You spnt all thirteen nmths at Great Iakes Air Naval Statics? 

A: Great Mces Naval Hospital. 

Q: Y a a  are rated, rimt ncrw, at me percent disabiliw is 
that mrmct? 

A: Yes. 

A: Y e s  I am. 

Q: Yau take great pride in that and I think a lot of -18 have a 
lot of pride for ycru that you are still mkirmg. When you cmna ba& 
frcsn ~ietnarm ar@ gut cut of the hospital did yau reflect back on yaur 
service in V i e t m n  then ard haw did it affect yau whsn yclu directly 
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got out? DM you directly go back to  work or did yau stay out for a 
few yearrs? 

A: I went back to w k  in Jlme of 1969. 

A: Yes. I'll takg that back. I& weddhq &te was June the 8th of 
1968. I ms married to, well I don't mnt to get into that. 

Q: I was raedivaoed out of Vietnam on JLzne the 6th 1968. Y o u  
back a 1 9  the before nw. Did you get 1112~~ied when ycru got back 
fmm vi-? 

A: Yes, I did. 

Q: What was yaur wife's m? 

Q: Bcry;s or girls? 

Q: W o l d  are they& 

A: is sixteen. Rachelle is thirteen. Nicholas is eleven and 
Nathan is eight. 

A: It was akay. 

Q: Do yuu helm t o  any major organizatians? Arry vateranls 
organizations men ycru first got art? 

A: No. Well I b e l q  to the 1IAV. dad was a World War 11 vet and 
o m  day I got the DXV. 

Q: You mild  have been a me;mber anyway because you are a disabled 
vet? Y o u  got m f  into the IXi". He influenced yw into jojning 
a Organization is what he did? 

A: Yes. 

Q: R m t  veterans had problems w i t h  drugs. I lamu I did for e l e  
trihenIfirStgotl3ackanddrinking. Didycruhzlvearryof those 
problem? 
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Q: Hm is ywrr life rm? What are ycru irrvolved in? What ham ywu 
b a e Y l i m r O l v e d h t h s l a s t f c # l r o r f i v e ~ l e t m e p u t i t t l l l P l t w a y ?  

A: Okay, the MV, the VEw, L a s t  -1, Vietnam Veterans of Illinois, 
mine Qwp League, V i e h m ~ ,  Patriots, Faner im Legion, T k k d  &Wine 
D i v i s i o n  Assocliation, Military Orde r  of the Purple Hearts. 

Q: I unaersterna ycru helped organize that organizatim, or start that 
orgmizaticn? 

Q: Did y m  have ary i n v o l e  in the I l lhis  V i e t m n  V e t m a n s  
Memrial? 

A: YS, I did. 

8: What did ycnx do? I laxrw yau had a lot to do w i t h  W M raishq 
and stuff 1Sks that. 

A: Well I sold smaWhkb, hats, an3 I was h l v &  in a 
fund raiser in Mt. Z i o n .  

A: Yes, in 1986 thatls I met Kathy. 

Q: That's ywr wife? 

A: Yes, a gaod lady. I got married to her f&r& 19th of 1988. 

Q: Can you think of that has had a great influeme wer you 
in the last few yem of your life since you've been back fram 
Vietslarn? qpcial that's had an influenoe arer ym? 

Q: who was he? 

A: He's fran maria. 
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Q: HClW have these psople had influence aver ym? What have they dwte 
to i n f l m  you? 

Q: I u n d e n s t a n d t h a t y a u ~ i r n r o l v e d i n a ~ ~ r i ~ t ~ t h a t ~ s  
going well and there are a lot of peqle hvoled in this. Won't you 
tell us about it? The thhg called W Patrol.tt 

A: The "Last Patrol1', is a special organizatim working to help 
release KlWls and m still in scuth Vietnam and Sclutheast Asia. 

Q: what does the 'Tast Patrol" do? 

Q: Hclw lmg did that t a l e  yau? 

A: Teyl days. --five miles a day I prsmdly walked forty-five 
miles & tmky-five a day. 

Q: That's a pretty big ztmmpl-. Did you get pretty sore? 

A: Well yes. My rigfit and left leg bathers me, my right W e  
bothers me but I didn't get m y  blisters. 

Q: Okay, what are yaur plans for the vhat's your outlook for 
the-? Doyauplananythhginthenaarfubrefmycrurselfl 

A: No. 

a: w 
A: Yes. 

Q: Vietnam has affected yau in a positive way, tmuld you say that? 

A: Yes. I m b i t t e r a b a u t t h e ~ t h a t c e r r n e a r e r ~ a n d g a t a  
bettejr pay- job. . . 
Q: Y m  thMt mre penalized, p m l i z e d  is that a t  y m  said? 
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A: 5he Vi- refugees that haw coaae crver, we t a b  then in. And 
can't feed mr am m l e .  

Q: Y e s .  Is there else ycxl want to my? 

A: We walksd for veteran's rights up to chicago, judicial rwiew, 
agent orange, PrSD and MIAs, m%. We want it for all veterans. 
Okay, I ge t  percent disabiliw. I ' m  fighting the VA nerw and 
i f  we had j-cial rwiw I a d  get it dme faster. I writ the 
hamlessvgteranstofindahaae. (bp-) 

A: Okay, I w a ~ i  hit, I dm't 3aar when I gab a missile. They tell n~ 
it was at 881 and I dm't h m  it -. P&ically the 
Wle platam gat wiped m hil l  881 ths 2nd of May 1967. Half my 
h e a d w a s q w ~ I h a d l o t s o f ~ :  myback, mylefteye, left 
arm, my right side, ny bkbdie, my left leg and thigh area z d  ny 
foot. I got divwcxd in 1983 and 19 I gut n i e d  to a 
lovely, lervelylady. I thankGcdIt rnheretote l l  abcrut it. 
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