
it was just t h a t  you were buying, doesn ' t  seem t o  be a v i o l a t i o n .  I n  

f a c t ,  I don' t  know if i t  w a s  a v i o l a t i o n ,  even yet. If a p lace  ex i s t ed  

where you could go i n  and buy a d r ink ,  t h e  v i o l a t i o n ,  i f  any, was t h e i r ' s ,  

ge yours. . I don ' t  be l i eve  the p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  s a i d  you couldn ' t  buy a 
. . 

dr ink ,  j u s t  t h a t  no one could l e g a l l y  sel l  you one. 

Q. What about t h e  p o l i c e ?  Was t h e r e  much p o l i c e  b r u t a l i t y ,  I mean a t  

least as f a r  as you know? 

A. W e l l ,  yes.  These th ings ,  of course,  they  go through phases,  I suppose. 

What w e  would now count a s  excess ive  b r u t a l i t y ,  a t  t h a t  t ime we d i d n ' t  

even bother  t o  mention. I n  o t h e r  words, I know t h a t  when young people 

would--I mean teenage boys--would be apprehended by t h e  p o l i c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

if they  were known t o  t h e  p o l i c e  o r  had been suspected by t h e  p o l i c e  of 

complici ty  on same i l l e g a l  a c t ,  t hey  were gene ra l ly  worked over p r e t t y  

good be fo re  they  s t a r t e d  t o  ques t ion  them, much l e s s  ge t  them an a t to rney .  

(chuckles) 

Q. You mean they  a c t u a l l y  used t h e  famous rubber  hose and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. In  most ca ses ,  they  j u s t  used t h e i r  f i s t s .  They d i d n ' t  bo ther  w i th  

anything s o p h i s t i c a t e d  l i k e  a rubber  hose. Sometimes wi th  an open hand, 

bu t  a grown muscular man wi th  an openhand can really rock you, no ques- 

t i o n  about t h a t .  They t r u e l y  d id  start out  t h e i r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of young 

people by so f t en ing  them up w i t h  a p r e t t y  good bea t ing .  

Q. What of t h e  s ta te  po l i ce?  Were they  much t h e  same way? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  s t a t e  p o l i c e  were, t o  u s ,  mostly s o r t  of a . . . oh, 



something that we knew about and saw, and probably had ambition to belong 

to, but didn't really know much about, because they didn't spend very 

much time in the cities. They were out handling traffic and on the hard 

roads. I know, of course, that they did not confine themselves to traffic, 

but the ones that we would see did. They would be in uniform and they 

would be on their motorcycles, and you would see them out on the highways 

when you w e r e  out on the highway yourself. And you'd see them sometimes, 

oh, at events like the State Fair and that sort of thing. But you almost 

never say a state policeman making arrests within the city, or even stop 

anybody, ox even attempt to direct traffic. They almost always confined 

their official activities to outside the cities in those days. There 

seemed to be a sort of an unwritten law that a state policeman didn't 

interfere in corporate limits of a place. Now, if he was in pursuit of 

someone who entered the town, I'm sure he would follow him and take what- 

ever action was necessary, j u s t  as a city policeman in pursuit of someone, 

no doubt, would not stop at the city limits. But the activities of the 

state police were pretty much confined to outside. 

Now at that time, we had a big dance hall out here on the corner of 

Chatham Road and Wabash. It's right where the Kroger store is now. It 

w a s  called Moonlight Gardens. Now, this was a public dance hall, and 

this was during Prohibition, and this was regarded as being far out in 

the country. T h e  closest any streetcar came to it was . . . oh, let's 
see, I suppose probably MacArthur and Ash streets, so . . . it: might not 
have even come any further than Laurel. I suppose MacArthur and Laurel 

would be better. So at any rate, it was out in the country. Now then, 



t h i s ,  dur ing  t h e  summer, was very  w e l l  patronized.  It was a p l ace  

where fe l lows  and g i r l s  gathered,  each independent of each o ther .  The 

fe l lows  bought dance t i c k e t s ,  ten cen t s  each, and would then  i n v i t e  

someone t o  dance wi th  them, and they  would hand t h e  t i c k e t  t o  t h e  g a t e  

man and dance. And when t h e  dance was over ,  they  e i t h e r  came up wi th  

another  t i c k e t  o r  they separa ted  and went t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  ways, o r  d id  no t ,  

whichever t h e  c a s e  may be. 

Now s t a t e  cops were i n  evidence around t h e r e  q u i t e  o f t en ,  because a p l ace  

of t h a t  kind, t h e r e  was a l o t  of c a r s  around, even f o r  those  days. There 

was sometimes a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  i n  t h e  form of f i s t  f i g h t s  o r  something 

of t h a t  na tu re ,  o r  perhaps some complaints by people t h a t  they were 

molested. So t h e r e  was some s t a t e  cops t h e r e .  It was our  impression, 

however, t h a t  t h e s e  s t a t e  cops were r e a l l y  moonlighting themselves,  lit- 

e r a l l y ,  i n  t h a t  t h e  management of t h e  dance h a l l  were paying them t o  

main ta in  order ,  and g iv ing  them a f e e  f o r  i t  when they  were working on 

t h e i r  own time--although they  were i n  uniform and they  were au thor ized  

policemen. O f  course,  t h e r e ' s  nothing unusual about t h i s .  This  goes on 

a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  r i g h t  today. Policemen are empowered t o  do t h a t  i f  i t ' s  

on t h e i r  own time and n o t  i n t e r f e r r i n g  wi th  t h e i r  job. 

I had a cousin t h a t  was a s t a t e  policeman at  about t h a t  t ime,  and he had 

an acc ident  on h i s  motorcycle and he broke both arms and he w a s  i n  t h e  

h o s p i t a l  f o r  q u i t e  some time. But now he  w a s  on duty and he was pursuing 

a c a r  and had an  acc ident .  

Q. Now t h e  p o l i c e ,  t h i s  was p r e t t y  much a p o l i t i c a l  job a t  t h e  time, 

wasn't  i t ?  



A. Oh, yes,  yes. The I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  P o l i c e  was 100 per  cent  p o l i t i c a l  

u n t i l  a f t e r  Adla i  Stevenson w a s  e l e c t e d  i n  1948, P r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  i t  w a s  

t h e  unquestioned custom f o r  a governor of an oppos i te  p o l i t i c a l  pa r ty ,  

when he was e l e c t e d ,  t o  r e p l a c e  all of t h e  s t a t e  po l i ce .  And t h i s  w a s  

not even quest ioned by t h e  members of t h e  p o l i c e  themselves. It was 

accepted by everybody. I know t h a t  a f t e r  Stevenson was e l e c t e d  i n  1948, 

a number of t h e  s t a t e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  simply d id  no t  

r e p o r t  back f o r  duty because they  knew t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  inaugura t ion  i n  

January--within a week o r  two af ter-- they would r ec i eve  t h e i r  d i smis sa l  

no t i ce s .  Now t h i s  w a s  done wi th  t h e  . . . wel l ,  t h e  pass ive ,  a t  l e a s t ,  

acquiescence of t h e i r  supe r io r s ,  because they  continued t o  draw t h e i r  

s a l a r y .  

M t e r  Adla i  Stevenson took o f f i c e ,  he  announced t h a t  he was going t o  

convert  t h e  f o r c e  i n t o  a mer i t  f o r c e ,  and t h i s  caused a g r e a t  d e a l  of 

cons t e rna t ion  on t h e  p a r t  of some of t h e  o f f i c e r s  who had independently 

l e f t  t h e i r  jobs.  And it caused them t o  qu ick ly  change t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  

and quick come back t o  t h e  job and t r y  t o  ge t  i n t o  good s tanding  again.  

And it was a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  p o l i c e  were placed i n  t h e  mer i t  

system, which they s t i l l  have, and which s t i l l  works i n  almost t h e  same 

way t h a t  Stevenson's people set i t  up. 

It w a s  a kind of a hard job  t o  do, and h e r e  is  t h e  reason: he d idn ' t  

want t o  d ismiss  t h e  p re sen t  members of t h e  state f o r c e  simply because he 

w a s  e l ec t ed ,  and he d idn ' t  want t o  dismiss  h a l f  of them simply s o  t h a t  

he could g ive  h a l f  of t h e  jobs t o  deserv ing  Democrats. And they  went 

about i t  t h i s  way. They set  up what they  called--and what they  c a l l  



yet--what i s  t h e  State Po l i ce  Merit Board, which is  a board of t h r e e  

men appointed by t h e  governor, represent ing  both p a r t i e s ,  who oversee 

and administer  t h e  recruitment of s t a t e  po l i ce  o f f i c e r s .  The t a b l e  of 

organizat ion showed t h a t  t h e r e  was a c e r t a i n  number of po l i ce  o f f i c e r s .  

There was a l s o  some vacancies, and it was agreed t h a t  u n t i l  g o u g h l ~  

50 per  cent  of t h e  vacancies t h a t  exis ted  then and t h a t  occurred would 

b r ing  t h e  f o r c e  up t o  j u s t  about ha l f  of each p o l i t i c a l  par ty ,  t h e  only 

people who would be h i red  would be Democrats, but t h a t  none of t h e  pre- 

s e n t  incumbents of t h e  job would be discharged because they were not 

Democrats. Then a f t e r  t h a t  50 per  cent f i g u r e  was m e t ,  from then on, 

people would be h i red  without regard t o  p o l i t i c s ,  r a t h e r  on t h e i r  qual- 

i f i c a t i o n s  a f t e r  a test. The test would be both physical  and mental, 

i n  t h a t  they had t o  pass a w r i t t e n  t e s t ,  and they a l s o  had t o  pass,  and 

s t i l l  do have t o  pass,  a very thorough background check, which, of course, 

includes f i n g e r p r i n t s  and the  inquiry  of l o c a l  p o l i c e  and the  inquiry  

of p laces  of pas t  employment and residence. Strange a s  i t  may seem, i t  

developed t h a t  a number of the  men had never been f ingerpr in ted .  (chuckles) 

Q. Now before t h e  merit system came i n t o  being, was t h e r e  any test o r  

anything they had t o  pass t o  get t he  po l i ce  Job? 

A. Sure was. You had t o  have a letter from your county chairman. 

Q. That 's  i t? 

A. That's i t .  ( laughter)  

Q. Was t h e r e  any t r a i n i n g  whatsoever f o r  these  men? 



A. Y e s .  They had, I th ink,  a two-week t r a i n i n g  thing. It went on out 

a t  t h e  fairgrounds. They taught them how t o  buckle a Sam Browne b e l t  

and how t o  s t a r t  a motorcycle--that sort of thing--real deep profess ional  

things.  

Q. During t h e  prohibi t ion ,  was it Len Small t h a t  was governor of the  

s t a t e ?  

A. Of course, i t  was Len Small. The prohibi t ion ,  I think though, ac tua l ly  

came i n t o  fo rce  during t h e  decl in ing years of Frank   ow den's admfnistra- 

t ion .  I th ink he l e f t  o f f i c e  i n  1920. So then Len Small came along, and 

he was e lec ted  and then he was reelected.  Len Small had two terms, t h a t ' s  

r i g h t .  And then he was followed i n t o  o f f i c e  by Lewis Emersoni and then. 

Emerson must have got beat by Homer, was fo l lowed  by Homer. Yes,,& 

guess t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  So t h a t  Len Smal l  was r e a l l y  governor from 1921 u n t i l  

he l e f t  o f f i c e  then a f t e r  t h e  e lec t ion  of 1928, which would be January of 

1929. And then Lewis Emerson was governor up through January of 1933. 

It was a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  it was i n  March of 1933 t h a t  Roosevelt took o f f i ce .  

H e  was e lec ted ,  of course, i n  November of 1932. But i n  those days, 

inauguration was March 4. So March 4,  1933, Franklin D. took o f f i c e .  

It was, I th ink,  about a month before Congress passed a b i l l  redef in ing 

t h e  s t r eng th  a t  which beer could be sold. Under t h e  Volstead Act i t  

could not be any more than % of 1 per cent of alcohol by volume, and t h e  

new law sa id  t h a t  it could not exceed 3.2 of alcohol by weight, which I 

think comes out  about 4 per  cent  by volume. So the re ,  a t  t h i s  early 

time i n  the  administrat ion,  we had, f o r  p r a c t i c a l  purposes, t h e  l ega l i -  



z a t i o n  of beer ,  because no matter what people might t e l l  you, 3.2 bee r  

i s  no t  a bad d r i n k  a t  a l l .  I ' v e  always thought t h a t  i f  t h e  prohib i -  

t i o n i s t s  had been a  l i t t l e  more f a r s i g h t e d ,  they  would at: t h e  t ime they  

f i r s t  outlawed l i q u o r ,  would have permit ted beer ,  e s p e c i a l l y  beer  up t o  

t h e  s t r e n g t h  of 3.2, and I don' t  t h i n k  they  would have had t h e  un ive r sa l  

r e j e c t i o n  of t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  t h a t  they  f i n a l l y  d i d  have. Because 

people were accustomed t o  dr inking  beer ,  and most people d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  

t h i n k  of i t  as harmful, l i k e  d r ink ing  hard l i quor .  However, i n  o rde r  

t o  l e g a l i z e  t h e  sale of hard l i q u o r ,  we had t o  have a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

amendment, which n e i t h e r  Roosevelt  o r  Congress could accomplish by them- 

se lves .  O f  course ,  it t akes  ooncurrent  a c t i o n  by t h e  Congress, bu t  a t  

t h e  same t ime two-thirds of t h e  s t a t e s  had t o  r a t i f y  it. 

A. Three-fourths of t h e  s t a t e s  had t o  r a t i f y  t h i s  new amendment, which 

they  d id  i n  p r e t t y  quick time, r e a l l y .  It shows t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  

people o r  t h e  temper of t h e  people was t o  g e t  r i d  of t h i s .  Because, 

a c t u a l l y ,  I'm s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  l a w  f o s t e r e d  a  d i s r ega rd  f o r  

law and order ,  and a d i s r e s p e c t  f o r  law enforcement o f f i c i a l s  t h a t  still 

a f f l i c t s  u s  t o  a  degree. I t h i n k  t h a t  it got s t a r t e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q .  But wouldn't some of these men t h a t  we were t a l k i n g  about a few 

minutes ago, t h e s e  s t a t e  p o l i c e ,  wouldn't they  i n  themselves f o s t e r  

some s o r t  of a - -d is respec t  f o r  l a w  and order?  These men, they  d i d n ' t  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  have any q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  neces sa r i l y .  

A. Well, as a mat te r  of f a c t ,  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  t r u e .  But, i n  t h e i r  case ,  



t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i o n s  only came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of a r e l a t i v e  few. 

I n  o t h e r  words, very few of u s  s e e  a man ge t  a r r e s t e d  f o r  speeding, o r  

see a person be  i l l e g a l l y  searched o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  But i n  t h e  

case  of t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  l a w ,  everyone was e f f ec t ed .  Not everyone, bu t  

I mean much l a r g e r  numbers of people were e f f e c t e d  by it. They saw t h a t  

law enforcement: o f f i c i a l s  would j u s t ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  say,  "You don' t  bo ther  

us  and we won't bo ther  you." And people found t h a t  they  could, w i th  

impunity, go ahead and do what they wanted t o  do. And I t h i n k  t h i s  

generated t h e  th ing .  While c e r t a i n l y  a p o l i c e  f o r c e  of any, e i t h e r  s t a t e  

o r  l o c a l ,  where t h e  guys a r e  j u s t  good-time fe l lows  r i d i n g  around act- 

i ng  brave on motorcycles and hanging around dance h a l l s  o r  something l i k e  

t h a t ,  don ' t  f o s t e r  a g r e a t  d e a l  of r e spec t  f o r  t h e  law--far from it. 

I don' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  i t s e l f  engenders t h e  d i s r e s p e c t  t h a t  a s o r t  of 

a u n i v e r s a l  a t t i t u d e  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  e n t i r e  f o r c e  does. 

Q. You t o l d  me a whi le  back about a r a t h e r  c o l o r f u l  cha rac t e r  who w a s  

t h e  ch ief  of s tate po l i ce .  

A. Oh, yes, I remember, Walter Moody. He was ch ief  of p o l i c e  and i t  

w a s  under Small. A r a t h e r  l a r g e  man, he was very  flamboyant i n  his 

appearance. H e  wore a beaver-type h a t .  It looks l i k e  a r egu la r  f e l t  

h a t ,  b u t  it w a s  tu rned  down on one s i d e  and up on t h e  o the r .  And he 

w a s  very  l a r g e  and impressive and he always wore good c l o t h e s ,  but  he 

a l s o  wore a gun, Sometimes he  would be  i n  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s  and he 'd  

s t i l l  wear t h i s  gun, very  prominently. 

Q. On t h e  o u t s i d e  of h i s  c lo thes?  



A. On t h e  o u t s i d e  of h i s  c l o t h e s ,  yes. And he  made it a p o i n t  t o  appear 

i n  pub l i c ,  sometimes wi th  a number of h i s  men, a s  though he were lead-  

i ng  a squad i n t o  a c t i o n  of some kind. Nobody could ever  f i g u r e  out  j u s t  

where they  were going o r  where they  had been o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  But 

he  was a c o l o r f u l  looking f i g u r e  of a man, no ques t ion  about t h a t .  He 

d i d n ' t  g ive  o f f  t h e  impression t h a t  he re  was a real p o l i c e  o f f i c e r ,  bu t  

r a t h e r ,  he re  was s o r t  of a armed adventurer  t ype  of a person. He d i d n ' t  

look p a r t i c u l a r l y  malicious.  It wasn't  t h a t  you thought t h a t  he would 

do anything t o  you, bu t  you j u s t  d i d n ' t  f e e l  very much confidence i n  

him. H e  walked wi th  a swagger and s o r t  of had t h e  a t t i t u d e ,  "Please 

look at m e ,  I got  a r i g h t  t o  wear t h i s  he re  gun and I want everybody t o  

g ive  me a l i t t l e  e x t r a  room." (chuckles) 

Q. Did you ever  have any personal  dea l ings  wi th  him? 

A. Yes, I d id .  La te r  on, i n  about 1950, at t h a t  t ime I w a s  a landlord-  

t enan t  consul tan t  w i th  t h e  r e n t  o f f i c e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  and M r .  Moody 

came i n  t o  s e e  me.  H e  w a s ,  of course,  of advanced age by then ,  but  he 

was s t i l l  working f o r  a state agency--I've f o r g o t t e n  which one--but he 

was s t i l l  working i n  an  enforcement capac i ty  of some kind where some 

r u l e s  had t o  be $nforced. 
, + - e r - w ~ ~ d ~ , - h e  s t i l l  had p o l i c e  p o w e r -  - . , 

and a u t h o r i t y .  And whi le  he, by then, w a s  r a t h e r  o l d  and walked a l i t t l e  

slowly and wi th  a s h u f f l e ,  he s t i l l  dressed  much t h e  same way--no gun 

of course.  But it was a l i t t l e  sad ,  because he was q u i t e  obviously s o  

very  o ld  t h a t  he  was doing goad t o  g e t  around a t  a l l .  I couldn ' t  help 

but  t h ink  of 25 yea r s  be fo re  t h a t  when he  w a s  so  much d i f f e r e n t  as an 

individual--a l o t  more s t r e n g t h ,  a l o t  more d i r e c t ,  a l o t  more dynamic-- 



and here  he  was t o  f i l e  a  complaint about some claimed i n j u s t i c e  under 

t h e  r e n t  laws. 

Q. This guy was t h e  s t a t e  po l i ce  chief a t  one time? 

A. Yes, I th ink he was the  po l i ce  chief .  

Q. O f  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e ?  

A. Of t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e ,  yes. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any o ther  fel lows t h a t  were more or  l e s s  l i k e  him? Was 

t h i s  a p r e t t y  much stereotyped p o l i c e  ch ie f ,  o r  w a s  he one of a  kind? 

A. Well, he was t h e  only one t h a t  I ever r e a l l y  knew, t h a t  I ever saw 

outs ide  t h a t  w a s  not i n  uniform. I n  o ther  words, t h e  o ther  s t a t e  po l i ce  

t h a t  I knew were always i n  uniform. With one exception, a s  I sa id ,  I 

had a  cousin t h a t  was a member of t h e  s t a f f  a t  t h a t  time and was one of 

t h e  very f i r s t  s t a t e  policemen, I guess, when they s e t  up t h e  force.  I 

t h ink  t h e  fo rce  was or ig inated  under Small. And those  were r e a l l y  t h e  

only two t h a t  I ever d id  know, o r  a t  l e a s t  had any contact  with t h a t  were 

not  i n  uniform. 

Now t h e r e  was a  good many of t h e  o the r s  achieved some degrees of no to r i e ty  

f o r  one th ing o r  another. I th ink  out  t h e r e  i n  Auburn a t  about t h a t  t i m e  

they had one man t h a t  had a  very f i n e  reputa t ion  a s  a  po l i ce  o f f i c e r  

because he had a p a r t i c u l a r  adversion t o  people v i o l a t i n g  speed laws. I 

don't mean t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a speed t r a p  type of th ing,  but he j u s t  a c t u a l l y  

f e l t  t h a t  t h e  speed laws should be enforced, and he himself was q u i t e  an 

adept and accomplished motorcyclis t .  H i s  name was Seventy Knuckles. 



(laughter) H i s  l a s t  name was Knuckles, and where t h a t  nick name of 

Seventy came from, I don't know. The family s t i l l  l i v e s  i n  t h a t  area.  

There were o thers  who had some s o r t  of l o c a l  c e l e b r i t y  s t a t u s  f o r  one 

reason o r  another. I th ink  t h e r e  was one, h i s  f i r s t  name was Jimmy some- 

th ing o r  o ther ;  I can' t  even remember h i s  l a s t  name. He seemed t o  be 

p r e t t y  conspicuous around. He seemed t o  enjoy riding h i s  motorcycle and 

made a p r e t t y  b ig  impression and always turned up wherever there w a s  

a gathering o r  some publ ic  event. I th ink h i s  name was Ckrnpbell. Actually, 

he was a c i t y  policeman, however--Jimmy Campbell. H e  was not a s t a t e  

policeman a t  t h a t  time, he w a s  a c i t y  policeman. Jimmy Campbell, yes. 

Everybody kind of l iked  him. He rode that motorcycle l i k e  i t  was a 

horse, you know, j u s t  l i k e  an old-time cowboy. When he would come and 

s top i t ,  he'd swing off  of i t ,  you know, and t h a t  kind of carrying on. 

The f a c t  of t h e  matter  Is t h a t  those guys got t h e i r  kicks,  not out of 

t h e i r  sa la ry ,  but out of being cops. 

Q. You to ld  m e  a few tapes  back about how you go about making home brew. 

J u s t  what i s  bathtub 'gin? 

A. Well, what I th ink bathtub gin  is ,  is  just: t h i s .  A number of places-- 

f a c t o r i e s  and l abora to r ies  and things l i k e  that--had a need f o r  alcohol,  

and t h e  way t h e  l a w  was wr i t t en ,  they were authorized t o  buy regular  

gra in  alcohol, which is  j u s t  as good as any gra in  alcohol today. People-- 

t h e  owners and some of t h e  employees--would d i v e r t  some of t h i s  t o  t h e i r  

own personal use. And bathtub g in  was when people would take,  say, a 

gallon of t h i s  gra in  alcohol and they would d i l u t e  t h a t  with a gallon o r  

more of water. They always descr ibe  it a s  d i s t i l l e d  water, but i n  p rac t i ce ,  



i t  was noth ing  b u t  t a p  water  pu t  t o  it. And then  a t  t h e  drugs tore  you 

could buy jun ipe r  j u i c e  and add t h r e e  o r  fou r  drops of t h a t  j u i c e  out  of 

an  eye dropper and t a s t e  i t  a s  you go along and stir i t ,  and p r e t t y  soon 

i t  makes p r e t t y  r e spec t ab le  gin.  

The i d e a  of ba th tub  gin w a s  when you would m i x  i t  i n  a l a r g e  quan t i t y  

f o r  s a l e ,  and then  b o t t l e  i t  i n  small b o t t l e s  and s e l l  i t .  But f o r  many 

people who were i n  a p o s i t i o n  where they could g e t  t h e i r  hands on, oh, a 

ga l lon  o r  a h a l f  ga l lon  and j u s t  make up a l i t t l e  b i t ,  of course,  you 

d i d n ' t  need any bathtub.  You could do i t  i n  a d i s h  pan or  anything e l s e .  

But t h e r e ' s  no ques t ion  but  what a good d e a l  of t h e  d r i n k  t h a t  was so ld  

as g i n  w a s  l i t e r a l l y  mixed i n  a bathtub.  And it  wasn't  wi th  r e g u l a r l y  

produced a l coho l  e i t h e r ;  it w a s  w i th  boot leg  a lcohol  where they had cu t  

i t  w i t h  water  and f lavored  i t  wi th  jun iper  j u i ce .  I don't  t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  

any ques t ion  about t h a t .  They a l s o  f lavored  some of i t  wi th  an iseed  t o  

g ive  i t  a l i c o r i c e  t a s t e .  Various f l a v o r s  were added t o  t h a t  kind of th ing .  

Q. What about some of t h e s e  o t h e r  d r inks  t h a t  were s o r t  of home s p e c i a l t i e s ?  

A. Oh, w e l l ,  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few.  One of them, 1 guess,  was r e a l l y  

no t  s o  much a home s p e c i a l i t y ,  bu t  it w a s  s o r t  of t h e  kind of a d r i n k  t h a t  

came a l i t t l e  h igher  than  what w a s  normal f o r  most of u s  who couldn't: 

a f f o r d  very  much. But they  would t ake  and buy near  bee r ,  which of course,  

by law, was % of 1 p e r  cen t  a lcohol .  Then they  would t ake  a sy r inge  and 

f i l l  it--get a good-sized one--and f i l l  i t  f u l l  of a lcohol ,  and then push 

t h a t  through-the cork o r  t h e  top  of t h e  beer b o t t l e  and i n j e c t  t h a t  a l -  

cohol i n t o  i t .  It made a very r e spec t ab le  b o t t l e  o r  g l a s s  of bee r ,  and 

they managed t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  more money f o r  that--qui te  a l i t t l e  more 



money, i n  f a c t .  Some of t h e  more e l egan t  p l aces  would s e l l  you t h a t .  

That was c a l l e d  needled bee r ;  t h a t ' s  what they meant by needled, see .  

Q. There were around Spr ing f i e ld ,  1 ' m  s u r e ,  some of t hese  r a t h e r  expensive 

roadhouses and s o  f o r t h .  How f a r  ou t  of town would they be,  o r  would 

they  j u s t  be every s o  o f t e n  on t h e  road o r  what? 

A. W e l l ,  you know, a c t u a l l y ,  i t  wasn't  s o  much a p a t t e r n  and they  were 

s o r t  of t r a n s i e n t  by na ture .  They would l a s t  a whi le ,  and then  they  

would f o l d  up and change cha rac t e r  o r  go i n t o  another  bus iness  o r  some- 

t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  For example, t h e r e  were some out c l o s e  t o  where Bergen 

Park i s  now. And t h e s e  were s a i d  t o  have been--they looked just exac t ly  

l i k e  houses,  real ly--said t o  be  pa t ronized  l a r g e l y  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Now whether o r  no t  t h a t  was t r u e ,  I can ' t  say ,  bu t  they  were known t o  

be p r e t t y  expensive p l aces  and t o  have served l i q u o r .  They gene ra l ly  

posed as r e s t au ran t s .  And then t h e r e  were a few places, one r i g h t  ouf 

south.  1'11 t e l l  you, i t  w a s  r i g h t  out on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  s t r e e t ,  

almost d i r e c t l y  ac ros s  from Town and Country Shopping Center.  That l a s t e d  

f o r  q u i t e  a long while.  

Q. This  one you a r e  t a l k i n g  about is no t  t h e  Gingham Gardens, i s  i t ?  

A. No, no. Gingham Gardens was, I th ink ,  out  on South S ix th  S t r e e t .  

The one I ' m  t a l k i n g  about is  now a church. 

Q.  Oh, t h a t ' s  on MacArthur, r i g h t  ac ros s  from Iles. But anyway, I t h i n k  

you s a i d  something about one i n  Auburn? 

A. Oh, wel l .  Now see ,  t h i s  comes down. When we f i rs t :  s t a r t e d  ta lk ing ,  



I was thinking about roadhouses in the sense of offering entertainment 

and dancing as well as liquor and food. Now there were quite a few 

places, really, that offered a real good meal as well as any drinks you 

wanted. There was one in Auburn that used to do a great weekend business. 

They served a, oh, a very good meal that was served under a good envi- 

ronment: and was not too expensive. You could have beer, you could have 

whiskey, you could have wine--anything you wanted of that nature. The 

atmosphere was quite. It was value received all the way. It was the kind 

of place that you could go out on a Saturday or Sunday night and probably 

see some of the better-known politicians or civic leaders in the town 

with their wives and familes--not their children, of course. It was the 

kind of place where you were liable to meet most anyone. And there were 

other places in the town the same way; good food was available and liquor 

without . . . at a slightly higher price, probably, than you could buy 
the same kind of food elsewhere, but they were not clip joints. They were 

not charging anything exorbitant considering the facts of the matter. Now 

those places were all around; there was a lot of them. Generally, there 

was at least two or three of them right downtown, and then there were others. 

Q. Now were these places transient, too, or were they pretty much 

stationary? 

A. A couple of them stayed about the same way all the way through, but 

for the most part, they would last a few years and then they would change. 

They'd either move and operate elsewhere under the same ownership, or 

they would close down completely. They didn't seem to have much permanence. 

Now there's a very few of them, and these are really in some of the smaller 

, - 



towns near here, that continued right on after prohibition and are still 

in business. 

Q. Now some of these places, like the ones right downtown, can you tell 

me about where they were--at least the ones that stayed open for a while? 

A.  Well, there used to be sort of a group of them there up and down 

North Fifth Street and Sixth Street. Now on the ground floor level on 

Sixth Street in those days, there was a lot of card rooms and pool rooms 

and things like that. It had always been an area where the saloons . . . 
the saloon row before prohibition. Many of them stayed in business, as 

I say, card rooms and pool halls and things like that. In those days, 

too, gambling was a good deal more open in Springfield. You see, in al- 

most every card room or pool room or anything you could buy baseball 

pool tickets. The Springfield pool was operated by the Grahams, I guess. 

Their card room and pool selling ticket place was right there on Monroe 

Street in a part of what is now the Illinois State Register Building. It 

was there for years and years. And it moved from there on over to on 

Sixth Street. 

These baseball pool tickets &rg where you go in and you shake out 

numbers which give you the combination of scores and then if the ball 

scores for the day equal that, you share the pool with others who had 

that same combination, or if none, then you get it all, see. Or if your 

combination isn't right you get nothing back. Now this wasn't even 

frowned on. This was just as~open as buying and selling cigarettes or 

chewing gum. You could buy these pool tickets in almost any downtown 

corner location, really. And in addition to the Springfield pool, the 



Peoria pool was sold here. And i ts  a t t r a c t i o n  was t h a t  t h e r e  were more 

t h a t  pa r t i c ipa ted ,  and when you won, you won more money. 

I ' m  kind of ge t t ing  off t h e  subject  about food and bootlegging, but 

perhaps w e  should have mentioned t h a t  gambling, i n  those days . . . i n  

f a c t ,  t h e  gambling p a r t  of it l a s t e d  r i g h t  on up through World War 11. 

W e  even had open-door, first:  f l o o r  horse rooms where you went i n  and laid 

a b e t  on a horse, and when t h e  race  s t a r t e d  t h e  counter man would pick 

yp a microphone, and while he 's  l i s t e n i n g  on t h e  phone t o  t h e  race  being 

run down i n  Louisvi l le  o r  a t  Bowie or  wherever i t  is, he would be giving 

you t h e  race  r e s u l t s .  This would be a t  say 3:30 i n  t h e  afternnon with 

t h e  door wide open. Anybody could stand t h e r e  and l i s t e n  t o  it. 

Q. Was t h i s  i l l e g a l ?  

A. Oh, yes, yes. They didn' t  pass any new laws, they j u s t  e lec ted  a 

new s t a t e ' s  at torney.  (chuckles) But t h i s  was very common. There was 

a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  open-door, f i r s t  f l o o r  horse pa r lo r s  i n  our town. One of 

them was r i g h t  across from t h e  St. Nick. Gosh, almighty! But i t  wasn't 

even t h e  most conspicuous of them. Well, i n  these  card rooms, you could 

put a bet  on a horse i n  any of them and they would post t h e  r e s u l t s  on 

t h e  blackboard and pay you o f f ,  but where they ca l l ed  the  races  t h a t  went, 

that: one was across from t h e  St .  Nick on Jefferson.  I r e a l l y  can' t  r e c a l l  

where t h e  o thers  were, but  I know the re  was some. T%ey%ve torn down s o  

much of t h i s  town, it 's kind of hard t o  keep t h i s  back i n  mind. I j u s t  

don't know where t h e  o ther  two were. 

Q. A l i t t l e  b i t  back t o  bootlegging again, you sa id  something about Sterno 

1 iquor ? 



A. Oh, yes, oh, yes. Of course, I guess i n  every soc ie ty  wherever people 

a r e  congregated, they w i l l  f ind  some way t o  devise o r  improvise some 

type of a lcohol ic  l iquor .  In  World War 11, t h e  fellows t h a t  were i n  t h e  

P a c i f i c  came up with what they ca l l ed  jungle ju ice ,  a concoction made of 

punching a hole  i n  a coconut and f i l l i n g  it f u l l  of water and then burying 

i t  f o r  about s i x  days and then drinking t h e  r e s u l t .  But during Prohibi- 

t i o n ,  t h e r e  was the  custom of ge t t ing  canned heat.  The brand name is 

Sterno; I th ink i t 's  s t i l l  sold.  It was nothing but alcohol i n  some-sort 

of a base. It looked l i k e  j e l l y  o r  JglPa o r  something l i k e  tha t .  I n  

o ther  words, wasn't l iqu id ,  but it  was just a semisolid. Now i f  you buy 

a can of t h a t  Sterno and you take  an old f e l t  ha t  and put t h i s  goo i n  

the re  and then squeeze i t  through s o  t h a t  the  l i q u i d  w i l l  d ra in  through 

and be f i l t e r e d  through t h e  h a t ,  what's_-coming out of the re  i s  really pure 
.- 

alcohol,  and you can dr ink tha t .  There was j u s t  a l o t  of t h a t  done, r ea l ly .  

Q. Did you ever drink any of t h a t ?  

A, Oh, no, no, no. 

Q. What did it look l i k e ?  Had you ever seen anybody dr ink i t?  

A. Yes, I did.  (chuckles) Well, it wasn't c l e a r  by any means, but it 

had s o r t  of a pinkish cast t o  it. It was not  q u i t e  . . . well ,  opaque, 

I guess, would be the bes t  thing. Light could get  t h r o u g h s i t ,  but it 

was a l i t t l e  darker than water and you couldn't  read p r i n t  through it  

o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  But it was d e f i n i t e l y  l iqu id .  I have seen people 

do t h i s  and drink it with no ill e f f e c t s ,  because apparently, i n  t h a t  

case, t h e  alcohol t h e r e  was tmely  grain a l c b h d ,  and was, n ~ t  contaminated 
+ - 


























































































