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3 .  Willard Conlon, October and November, 1972, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Walter Goodman, In te rv iewer .  

Q. M r .  Conlon, what was your b i r t h  da t e?  

A. I was born November 11, i n  1910. 

Q, And y0.u have had, of course,  va r ious  occupat ions.  Could you s o r t  

of l i s t  them more o r  l e s s  chronologica l ly?  

A. Well, yes. O f  course,  as a youngster ,  you know, i n  my t e e n s  and 

even before ,  I had the normal t h i n g s  such as ca r ry ing  papers  and door- 

to-door selling--once of brooms, I remember, when I was a schoolboy. 

Then la ter  I worked f o r  about n ine ty  days i n  t h e  c o a l  mine; I worked 

w i t h  my f a t h e r  i n  c i t i z e n ' s  Mine B. I remember t h a t  on December 20, 

1928, I went t o  work i n  t h e  accounting department of t h e  I l l i n o i s  B e l l  

Telephone Company as a mailboy. I worked t h e r e  from December 20, 1928 

u n t i l  I l e f t  t o  enter Government s e r v i c e ,  and t h a t  occurred i n  February 

of 1937. I b e l i e v e  I repor t ed  f o r  duty w i t h  t h e  Div is ion  of Disbursments 

of t h e  United S t a t e s  Treasury Department on February 15, 1937. 

Q. Now let's see, your b i r thday  i s  Armist ice Day. O f  course,  it wasn't  

Armist ice Day when you were born,  bu t  do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n s  

about  World War I? I r e a l i z e  you were very  young, bu t  do you remember 

t h i n g s  such as r a t i o n i n g  poss ib ly?  

A. A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  I do. I was e i g h t  yea r s  o l d  on t h e  f i r s t  A r m i -  



s t i c e  Day, November 11 i n  1918, and I r e c a l l  t h a t  before  t h a t ,  of course,  

t h e  war w a s  on and i t  was t h e  s u b j e c t  of a great: d e a l  of conversat ion.  

It w a s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  w e  had moved i n t o  Spr ing f i e ld  from t h e  farm--we 

l i v e d  on South Eighth Street--and t h e r e  w a s  a detachment of s o l d i e r s  t h a t  

marched down Eighth S t r e e t  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of our house. We were t o l d  

t h a t  they  were going t o  t h e  depot so  t h a t  t hey  could t ake  t h e  t r a i n  some- 

where. And I w a s  very  much a f r a i d .  I ' d  heard of s o l d i e r s ,  bu t  s ee ing  

them t h a t  c l o s e  up d i d n ' t  cheer  m e  up a b i t .  ( laughter )  

La te r ,  I r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  some shor tages ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  sugar  

and a few o t h e r  t h ings ,  and I r e c a l l  t h a t  my mother d id  a l o t  of baking 

and she  s a i d  t h a t  it was necessary f o r  h e r  t o  buy s u b s t i t u t e s  i n  an 

equal  amount t h a t  she  bought f l o u r .  She was i n  t h e  h a b i t  of buying f l o u r  

i n  24 pound sacks ,  o r  perhaps i n  some cases  i n  48 pound sacks.  That ' s  

t h e  way f l o u r  was prepared o r  packed i n  t h o s e  days. But i t  seems t h a t  

i n  o rde r  t o  get: f l o u r  t h a t  way, you were expected t o  buy an  equal  amount 

of weight i n  o t h e r  c o m o d i t i e s  such a s  bran  f l o u r  o r  cornmeal o r  just 

any corn  product of any kind t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  you were t r y i n g  t o  . . . 
I t h i n k  t h e  term a t  t h a t  t ime w a s  t o  share t h e  burden and he lp  your 

courrfxp by us ing  th ings  t h a t  were not  i n  s h o r t  supply,  s o  t h a t  t h i n g s  

t h a t  were i n  s h o r t  supply would b e  more a v a i l a b l e  t o  o the r s .  

Q. During World War I, d i d  you ever  run  ac ros s  any of t h e  horse  s t e a k s  

o r  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  people t r i e d  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. I never d id ,  no. A l l  of my information on that t y p e  of food came 

from conversa t ion ,  t h e  conversa t ion  i n  t h e  family and i n  o the r  p laces .  



But I do remember t h e r e  was a g rea t  dea l  of conversation i n  our family 

about t h e  hardships t h a t  t h e  Belgians were pu t t ing  up with. It was 

never q u i t e  c l e a r  t o  me  i n  those days exact ly  what a Belgian was, r e a l l y ,  

but i t  seemed t h a t  t h e  Belgian chi ldren  were denied food and were being 

harshly  mis t rea ted  by t h e  Germans. O f  course, s ince  t h a t  t i m e  I learned 

what they meant by t h a t ,  but f o r  a long while t h e  t e r m  Belgian was almost 

. . . it always ca l l ed  t o  my mind c rue l ty  t o  chi ldren ,  o r  chi ldren  hav- 

ing  very hard times. 

Q. What: about publ ic  support? Do you remember anything about t h i s ?  

Were the re  b i g  r a l l i e s ,  o r  did your parents go i n  f o r  t h i s  s t u f f ?  

A. My parents  were r a t h e r  t h e  qu ie t  type; they never r e a l l y  at tended 

very many publ ic  functions.  Indeed, they d idn ' t  have a g rea t  d e a l  t o  

say about t h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e  day although they d id  have d e f i n i t e  views 

on t h e  war and th ings  of t h a t  nature. But even though I was young, I 

r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was some t a l k  i n  our household about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a 

couple of parochia l  schools here  i n  Spr ingf ie ld  t h a t  had--they were grade 

schools--they had courses i n  t h e  German language, and found it advisable  

t o  discontinue these  German language courses because of publ ic  resent-  

ment and h o s t i l i t y .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  was s a i d  t h a t  t h e  pas to r  of one of these  

pa r i shes  had been so  outspoken i n  h i s  support of t h e  German forces  t h a t  

he had ra ised  se r ious  quest ions i n  t h e  minds of h i s  own congregation a s  

t o  whether o r  not  he was s t a b l e  enough, o r  r e a l l y  acceptable t o  them 

under these  conditions. 

Q. You s a i d  a few minutes ago that yob moved i n  from the farm. Where 

was the farm? 



A. The l a s t  farm we l i v e d  on--we were r e n t e r s ,  of course--was down by 

Nilwood, I l l i n o i s .  That ' s  south of Sp r ing f i e ld  t h e r e ,  oh, around 25 o r  

30 miles, o r  perhaps j u s t  a  shade f u r t h e r  than t h a t .  1t's loca ted ,  1 

be l i eve ,  i n  Montgomery County. But we came up, we l l ,  we must have come 

t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  i n  e i t h e r  l a t e  1917 o r  e a r l y  i n  1918. I remember t h a t  
1 

I s t a r t e d  school  i n  f i r s t  grade a t  Nilwoad, I l l i n o i s ,  and the  name of 

my t eache r  was M i s s  Bloyer. And I r e c a l l  t h a t  she  used t o  read t o  u s  

every a f te rnoon,  and, i n  f a c t ,  she  read t o  u s  from The Wizard of Oz. I 

always thought t h a t  t h e  name Dorothy was a very b e a u t i f u l  name, and i t  

came t o  me from The Wizard o f  Oz. And every day a f t e r  school ,  M i s s  Bloyer 

would take the in t e ru rban  car - - i t ' s  an e l e c t r i c  c a r  s i m i l a r  t o  a s t r e e t -  

car--to C a r l i n v l l l e  because t h a t ' s  where she  l i ved .  

Q. Did you eve r  know of anyone--not n e c e s s a r i l y  polit ical--who spoke 

out  aga ins t  t h e  war, i n  your family o r  anybody e l s e ,  o r  poss ib l e  d i s -  

c r imina t ion  a g a i n s t  people l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. I r e a l l y  never heard of anyone t ak ing  any view o r  having an a t t i t u d e  

o t h e r  than t h a t  our  country w a s  very wel l  j u s t i f i e d  i n  a l l  of i t s  a c t i v -  

i t i e s ,  and t h a t  every th ing  t h a t  t h e  Al l i ed  Powers d i d  was g r e a t  and every- 

t h i n g  t h a t  the o t h e r  s i d e  d id  was wrong. I do remember my very  f i r s t  po- 

l i t i c a l  thought ,  which i s n ' t  connected wi th  t h e  w a r ,  bu t  I remember when 

Hughes ran a g a i n s t  Wilson, which had t o  be i n  1916 because t h i s  goes back 

t o  Nilwood when I w a s  i n  t h e  first grade. And w e  had a  l i t t l e  v e r s e  we 

used t o  say: "Wilson runs  t h e  engine,  Hughes r i n g s  t h e  bell. Wilson goes 

t o  t h e  White House, and Hughes goes t o  t h e  o the r  place." My f a t h e r  and 

mother were very  d i s t r e s s e d  when they 'd hea r  u s  t a l k  l i k e  t h i s .  ( l augh te r )  



Q. After  World War I, t h e  boys were coming home and s o  f o r t h ,  and they 

were f inding it a  l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f ind  jobs. Was your family ever 

ef fec ted  by this--I'm sure  they didn ' t  come home from t h e  war o r  any- 

th ing,  but d id  they . . . 

A. They r e a l l y  weren't ,  because we did not have any r e a l  c lose ,  l i k e  

brothers  and sisters o r  even cousins on a c t i v e  duty i n  the  m i l i t a r y  

service.  My parents  w e r e  q u i t e  old;  they were married la te  i n  l i f e ,  

and w e l l ,  w e  c e r t a i n l y  knew many re turning servicemen. I was old enough 

by then t o  know t h a t  somebody was home, and we heard repor t s ,  and the re  

w a s  t a l k  t h a t  it was r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  s o l d i e r s  t o  f ind employment 

again o r  t o ,  wel l ,  t o  s u i t  themselves o r  t o  f i t  themselves f o r  c j v i l i a n  

l i f e  again. It seemed t h a t  many of the so ld fe r s  found readjus t ing t o  

t h e  normal humdrum way of l i v i n g  t h a t  most of us faced, i t  was not r e a l l y  

s u i t a b l e  t o  them. 

There was one th ing about t h e  re turnees  from World War I t h a t  I do re- 

member, though, and t h a t  i s  they were i n  t h e  hab i t  of coming back i n  a  

group. I n  o ther  wor&, you could go down t o  t h e  ra i l road  s t a t i o n  or  

o ther  places where a l a r g e  sec t ion  of them would get off  t h e  t r a i n .  I 

don' t  know i f  i t  was a company o r  a  platoon o r  what it was, but the re  

would be a c i v i c  reception t o  greet  the  boys coming home. In World 

War m, t h a t  wasn't t h e  case; j u s t  a l l  of a  sudden you j u s t  learned t h a t  

so-and-so ww back again, you see. But t o  have any c i v i c  ceremony while 

a  c e r t a i n  number of them returned home was not common i n  World War 11, 

but I bel ieve  it was r a t h e r  common i n  World War I. 

Q. What w a s  your f a t h e r ' s  occupation? 



A. He was a coal  miner. He had been a farmer and he was born and ra ised  

on a farm i n  Sangamon County, and then he rented farms, a s  I say, down 

i n  Montgomery County and i n  and around Springfield.  Then when he l e f t  

t h e  farm, he came back t o  Springfield and he became a coal  miner. He 

had, i n  h i s  e a r l i e r  days, been connected with t h e  Bissell Coal Mine out 

here,  A t  one time, he and h i s  own fa the r  had had a hand i n  t h e  estab- 

lishment of t h a t  coal  mine, and he had been the  bookkeeper f o r  the  orig- 

i n a l  Bissell Coal Company out there .  Then t h e  corporate ownership changed 

and he had worked underground a s  a miner f o r  a while. So he was no 

novice a t  t h i s .  

I do know t h i s ,  t h a t  when he was farming, he had some d r a f t  horses-- 

t h a t  was t h e  power, of course, they had--and some buyers f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  

Army o r  for one of t h e  Al l ied  Powers came through and made him such a 

f i n e  o f f e r  fo r  some of these  horses t h a t  he had, t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  he 

couldn't a f ford  t o  not take  it,  so  he sold  them. He  s t i l l  had re ta ined 

enough f o r  t h e  uses t h a t  he needed. 

Q. Following t h e  more o r  less s l i g h t  depression a f t e r  World War I, came 

t h e  Twenties, of course, and t h e  Twenties have always been known i n  t h e  

h i s to ry  books a s  boom time. Everybody was more o r  l e s s  gay and happy 

and a l l  t h a t  s t u f f .  Do you have fee l ings  l i k e  t h i s ,  too? 

A. No, I don't. I n  f a c t ,  q u i t e  t h e  opposite. It might wel l  be because 

of t h e  fact t h a t  my f a t h e r  was o lder  by then and he was working i n  t h e  

mines. The mines w e r e ,  of course, not  near ly  as p r o f i t a b l e ,  o r  not a s  

good a place t o  work a s  they had been during t h e  war, because l i k e  every- 

th ing else, a f t e r  t h e  war t h e r e  was slackening i n  indust ry  general ly and 



the  work i n  the  mines f e l l  o f f .  So the re  were many periods there ,  where 

j u s t  because of t h e  season--the summer season--they would not  be working 

a t  a l l ,  and the re  were o ther  periods when the  mines were on s t r i k e  f o r  

long periods of time. I can remember my f a t h e r  being on s t r i k e  f o r  s i x  

months a t  a time on severa l  occasions. 

So t h a t  while t h e  Twenties a r e  sa id  by t h e  h i s t o r i a n s  and t h e  economists 

t o  be a period of r e l a t i v e  af f luence  and prosper i ty  f o r  t h e  country a t  

l a rge ,  i t  r e a l l y  wasn't t r u e  f o r  t h e  Conlon family a s  a u n i t .  Because 

even when t h e  mines were working, your earnings depended i n  a l a r g e  mea- 

s u r e  on how much you yourself could produce, because i n  those days, you 

know, you were paid on a tonnage bas i s  and t h i s  varied.  There were many 

f a c t o r s  involved here  i n  addi t ion  t o  your own physical  a b i l i t y  t o  load 

coal  and your own s k i l l  a t  being a b l e  t o  b l a s t  coal .  There was t h e  amount 

of coal  needed by your employer as t o  whether you could load a l l  t h e  ca r s  

you were capable of o r  not .  And so, put a l l  together,  t h i s  w a s  not r e a l l y  

a very prosperous time. My f a t h e r  married l a t e  i n  l i f e ,  and t h i s  w a s  a t  

t h e  t i m e  when h i s  chi ldren were a t  t h e i r  youngest and i n  t h e i r  school 

age so  t h a t  they were not  ab le  t o  contr ibute  anything. They were con- 

sumers, but they were not ab le  t o  help out f inanc ia l ly  i n  any way. My 

f a t h e r  did have some resources i n  addi t ion  t o  h i s  earnings i n  t h e  coal  

mine job. He owned some small property i n  addi t ion  t o  our own home. He 

owned another house, and he came i n t o  a very s m a l l  inher i tance ,  and i n  

those  ways w e  had some advantages t h a t  perhaps we wouldn't have had other- 

w i s e ,  but  we were never i n  the  top rank. In  o ther  words, o ther  people 

bought automobiles long before w e  d id  and enjoyed a measure of comfort 

t h a t  we didn ' t  have access to .  
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Q. During t h e  1920's you were a teenager .  Do you remember much about 

P roh ib i t i on ,  such as t h e  speakeas ies?  

A. Sure do. Yes, indeed. You know, i t ' s  kind of funny. I do n o t  

remember when P roh ib i t i on  came. I do very  dimly remember be fo re  Prohi- 

b i t i o n  came. I n  o the r  words, I remember when sa loons  were open and run- 

ning. And I know f o r  c e r t a i n  t h a t  when we came t o  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  t h a t  

t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  corner  sa loons ,  as they  were c a l l e d  then-in our  

neighborhood because I heard my f a t h e r  r e f e r  t o  them on s e v e r a l  occasions.  

Then l a t e r ,  of course,  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  l a w  was passed,  and j u s t  when 

t h a t  came about escaped my a t t e n t i o n  a s  it had no i n t e r e s t  f o r  me. I 

r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know a t h i n g  about t h a t .  

Then s t i l l  a l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  I became conscious of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s a l e  

of l i q u o r  w a s  i l l e g a l  and a l l  of t h e  sa loons  and taverns  were c losed  

and one t h i n g  o r  another ,  and t h a t  l i q u o r  was being s o l d  on, oh, s o r t  of 

a, w e l l ,  i t ' s  hard t o  put  i t--an i l l e g a l  b a s i s ,  but  t h a t ' s  no t  i t .  It 

w a s  being so ld  on t h e  s l y ,  I t h i n k  i s  t h e  only way you'd s ay  it. And us  

c h i l d r e n  and young teenagers ,  w e  were p r e t t y  w e l l  aware of who w a s  doing 

the  s e l l i n g  and who was doing t h e  buying. And i t  became q u i t e  t h e  cus- 

tom f o r  people t o  make t h e i r  own wine and t h e i r  own beer .  And i n  t h i s ,  

they were, w e l l ,  they  were encouraged, r e a l l y ,  by t h e  bus iness  i n t e r e s t  

because i t  turned  out  t h a t  by t h e  purchase of a product c a l l e d  malt .  . . . 
Now t h i s  malt, there was nothing unusual about i t  except t h a t  it w a s  

f l avo red  wi th  hops, and i t  w a s  so ld  under t h e  . . . it  was s o l d  a s  some- 

t h i n g  one would use i n  baking, t o  f l a v o r  bread o r  f l a v o r  o t h e r  baked 

products .  But any r e c i p e  w i l l  show you t h a t  a tablespoon f u l l  of t h a t  



malt would f l avor  a l a r g e  batch of bread, whereas i t  was sold  i n  about 

a three-pound can, you see .  So t h a t  was j u s t  r e a l l y  a subterfuge. So 

it soon became q u i t e  t h e  custom t h a t  everyone would buy these  cans of 

malt and a package of compressed yeas t ,  and t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  sugar 

involved i n  it, I th ink.  And you put t h i s  a l l  i n  together  with water 

and dissolved i t  i n  lukewarm water i n  a l a r g e  crock, and t h a t  would soon 

foam up, and then t h a t  foam would d isapperar  and then i t  would revive  

and foam up again,  a f t e r  which t i m e  you'd b o t t l e  it. It made a p r e t t y  

pa la tab le  beer; i t  was r e a l l y  very good. The point  here is  t h a t  every 

grocery s t o r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  they would have on hand a t  l e a s t  a ha l f  a 

dozen, and i n  a l l  p robab i l i ty  twelve d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t i e s  of t h i s  malt. 

I doubt very much i f  you could buy a can of i t  i n  Spr ingf ie ld  today. 

Q. What about t h e  speakeasies? 

A. The speakeasies? '  A s  I say, we,  a s  youngsters,  wel l  knew where they  

were. It wasn't u n t i l  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on t h a t  I patronized any of them, 

but  I a c t u a l l y  f requent ly  did.  I have been i n  speakeasies on a number 

of occasions. A s  t i m e  went on, you got t o  know who was i n  the  business 

and where you might be a b l e  t o  buy something t o  dr ink ,  and t h i s  s t a r t e d  

a t  a r a t h e r  young age. We now have a law t h a t  says one shouldn' t  sel l  

t o  anyone less than 21,  1 bel ieve ,  i n  t h e  S t a t e  of I l l i n o i s .  I know 

t h a t  I was only 16 when I bought my first b o t t l e  of white mule, which is  

t h e  same as bootleg whiskey. 

Q. Where were some of these  a t ?  

A. They were sca t t e red ,  r e a l l y ,  a l l  over the town. I wouldn't say 

t h e r e  were very many on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of Spr ingf ie ld ,  j u s t  a s  t h e r e  real ly  



a ren ' t  very many f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n s  o r  grocery s to res .  But t h e r e  were 

p lenty  of them i n  the  downtown d i s t r i c t  and t h e  f r i n g e  a reas  downtown. 

By f r inge ,  I would lnc lude  anything l i k e  e a s t  of Ninth S t r e e t ,  o r  south 

of Capitol ,  o r  nor th  of Madison ox perhaps Carpenter. But they were 

spr inkled  i n  there ,  l a r g e l y  i n  t h e s e  cases on the  second f l o o r  of down- 

town buildings.  There were none of them t h a t  1 knew of ever operated 

on t h e  f i r s t  f loor .  Now I have heard t h a t  t h e r e  were some, but  I was never 

i n  one. The only ones i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea  would be on t h e  second 

f loor .  Then on the  e a s t  s i d e  and on t h e  nor th  s i d e  t h e r e  w e r e  r e a l l y  

q u i t e  a few of them. Some of them sold  only a l i t t l e  alcohol  t h a t  was 

supposed t o  be  d i s t i l l e d  from sugar-- i t ' s  s a id  t h a t  t h a t ' s  a very easy 

and quick  way t o  make alcohol--and they'd s e l l  you t h e  alcohol  and cut  

it with water f o r  you and sometimes they'd f l avor  it. By f l avor  it ,  I 

mean they'd make and imi ta t ion  g i n  o r  even put  a l i t t l e  peach o r  black- 

berry  f l avor ing  o r  something l ik i ;  t h a t .  But we had a custom here  i n  

Spr ingf ie ld  i n  t h e  s a l e  of t h i s  home brew tha t  I have never heard of 

any p lace  e l s e .  

When th ree  o r  four  people would approach a bootlegging joint--say on 

t h e  nor th  side--you'd go i n  and a l l  of us would s i t  a t  a t a b l e ,  a l l  i n  

one party.  And someone would say,  " ~ e t ' s  have a beer." The wa i t e r ,  o r  

sometimes a wa i t r e s s ,  would t ake  a l a r g e  t i n  bucket, and empty i n t o  t h a t  

bucket two quar t  b o t t l e s  of beer and then br ing  it t o  us. Then every- 

one would dr ink  from t h i s  bucket and pass  it  around u n t i l  i t  was empty, 

and then it would be t he  next man's t u r n  and he, too ,  would order .  In 

o the r  words, you j u s t  emptied these  b o t t l e s  i n t o  t h i s  bucket, and you 

drank out of i t  u n t i l  i t  was empty and then you ordered another  on. I f  



you wanted something a l i t t l e  harder l i k e  white mule, a s  I say,  you 

would get  a shot  and they'd give you a chaser of soda pop o r  whatever 

you wanted. 

Q. How much a c t u a l  publ ic  support was the re ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  your family? 

A, I never heard of any real c r i t i c i s m  of this, except of a s o r t  of a 

s o c i a l  nature.  By t h i s  I mean t h a t  the re  would be some comment, "Well, 

so-and-so is sending h i s  son off t o  be a doctor, and he can w e l l  a f ford  

t o  because he's been bootlegging f o r  years." That 's an a c t u a l  quotation. 

I even know t h e  doctor. ( laughter)  

Q. How good was t h e  l lquor?  

A,  It was not very good. There were a l o t  of sca re  s t o r i e s  i n  magazines 

and i n  the newspapers--these s t i l l  is,  of course--about people drinking 

i n f e r i o r  alcohol--wood alcohol was t h e  term we a l l  used--where people 

went b l ind and one th ing  o r  another. And the re  was a l s o  t a l k  t h a t  i n  the  

manufacture of t h i s  white mule t h a t  there 'd  be dead r a t s  and c a t s  and 

other  mattes of t h a t  kind i n  the  fermentaion va t s .  And t h a t  might w e l l  

be, but I remember t h a t  a f t e r  Prohibi t ion  i t  came out  t h a t  a l a r g e  pro- 

por t ion  of t h i s  homemade product had been t e s t e d  and found t o  be as pal- 

a t a b l e  and as potable a s  one could expect. In o ther  words, t h e r e  was not  

r e a l l y  any g rea t  r i s k  t o  be run from t h i s .  It was not as bad a s  it was 

painted. It was a good deal  cheaper than what we're paying today. I 

know one place  where you could buy alcohol a t  four d o l l a r s  a gallon. I 

don't know t h e  proof of i t ,  but I do know t h a t  i t  was p r e t t y  strong.  

Q. Did you ever run across  anybody you knew who was involved i n  t h e  



gangs ter  element o r  t h e  v io l ence  which occurred i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A.  Nobody, a s  f a r  a s  being pe r sona l ly  acquainted wi th  anyone, no t  r e a l l y .  

I knew a couple of fe l lows  about my own age who i t  w a s  s a i d  were working 

f o r  t h e  boot leggers  and were working f o r  Chicago and Cicero i n t e r e s t s ,  

and i t  might w e l l  be. There w a s  supposed t o  be a t i e  up between S t .  ~ b u i s  

and Chicago i n  those  mat te rs .  And I bel ieved it,  and I s t i l l  b e l i e v e  i t ,  

as a matter of f a c t .  I n  f a c t ,  some of them a r e  s t i l l  a c t i v e  i n  Spring- 

f i e l d  today. I fo rgo t  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  quest ion.  

Q. Could you r e l a t e  any i n c i d e n t s  of violence that occurred i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A. Oh, I w e l l  remember when v a r i o u s  boot legging j o i n t s  were c losed  down 

and t h e  goss ip  was t h a t  they  had been ordered t o  c l o s e  by t h e  syndica te .  

I don't: t h i n k  we used t h e  word synd ica t e  i n  t hose  days; I t h i n k  somebody 

s a i d ,  " the  gangsters ."  But a t  any r a t e ,  t h e r e  was a p l ace  out  n o r t h  of 

town c a l l e d  t h e  Wayside Inn which w a s  p r e t t y  notor ious  f o r  its day 

because i t  continued t o  o p e r a t e  on a l i t t l e  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  l e v e l  than  

t h e  working man's common beer-drinking j o i n t  t h a t  I t a lked  about.  They 

had a band t h e r e ,  and they  had a r e g u l a r  ba r ,  and they had some p r e t t y  

racy  decora t ions  i n  back of t h e  bar .  And it seemed t o  enjoy a g r e a t  popu- 

l a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  more a f f l u e n t  people i n  t h e  town, e s p e c i a l l y  t hose  who, 

oh, l i k e d  t o  swing a l i t t l e  b i t ,  I suppose. A t  any r a t e ,  t h e  word went 

out  they were t o l d  t o  c l o s e  down, and they  d i d n ' t  do i t .  They were then  

burned ou t ;  they were d e f i n i t e l y  bombed, and the p l a c e  was burned. There 

were no c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h a t ,  but t h e  p l ace  never d l d  open again.  

I remember t h e  f i r s t  gangs ter  k i l l i n g  t h a t  I ever heard of w a s  down on 

Ninth and Reynolds S t r e e t .  There w a s  a grocery s t o r e  and another  s t o r e  



the re ,  and apparently two fellows were walking e a s t  on Reynolds S t r e e t ,  

and as they cornered Ninth S t r e e t  t h e r e  were some fellows t h e r e  waiting 

f o r  them and they had machine guns, and they k i l l e d  them r i g h t  on the  spot .  

Then some t i m e  l a t e r ,  the re  was another k i l l i n g  a t  a place c a l l e d  t h e  

Bluebird Cafe down on Jefferson S t ree t .  It was between Seventh and Eighth 

Street on Jefferson.  And i t  was on t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  s t r e e t ,  and i t  

was t h e  s o r t  of a p lace  of quest ionable repute. A t  any r a t e ,  some fellows 

were s i t t i n g  in the re  one afternoon a t  a t a b l e  and t h e  place was invaded 

by other  people with machine guns who k i l l e d  two fellows there .  That, by 

t h e  way, is  only a block away from the  po l i ce  s t a t i o n .  

Q. I think you t o l d  me a s to ry  about a fel low who ran  a shoeshine shop 

o r  something where Horace Mann i s  today, and went t o  lunch and was shot  

and didn ' t  come back from lunch o r  something. 

A. Oh, no. There used t o  be an establishment on the  corner--it  wasn't a 

shoeshine place. There used t o  be an establishment on the  comer ,  I 

th ink  it was Eighth and Washington s t r e e t s ,  and i t  was run by a man who 

was known a s  a gambler. This was r a t h e r  well-known and accepted a s  

though he were a shoe man or  something of t h a t  kind. And he had t h e  

reputa t ion of being scrupulously honest. I f  he l o s t  a be t ,  he paid i t .  

I f  you were known t o  him and you needed money, he'd loan i t  t o  you. And 

apparently he operated i n  defiance o f  t h e  demands of some element of our 

socie ty ,  because he d i d  go t o  lunch one day and a s  he l e f t  t h e  place,  why, 

they le t  him have it. It was i n  t h e  middle of t h e  afternoon o r  t h e  e a r l y  

afternoon, about lunch t i m e .  Charl ie  Dawson, I th ink,  was h i s  name. 

Q. How did t h e  po l i ce  reac t  t o  the  violence o r  the  speakeasies o r  t o  any 

of t h i s  s t u f f  t h a t  was ac tua l ly  i l l e g a l ?  Were the re  ac tua l ly  any great  

lpovea t o  el iminate crime? 
1 



A. A s  far  a s  I know, t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  was t h i s :  they did not condone 

any of this. T h i s  w a s  i l l e g a l ,  and the re fo re  they were agains t  it. But 

their basic  a t t i t u d e  was t h a t  t h i s  was a Federal law and i t ' s  up t o  t h e  

Federal  Government t o  do t h e i r  own enforcing. They themselves, of 

course, would enforce i t  where they could. And mind you now, i n  saying 

this, I c e r t a i n l y  was not c lose  enough t o  know any of t h e  po l i ce  o r  any 

of the a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  charge of the police.  But my a t t i t u d e ,  o r  my 

impressions-and I was q u i t e  young a t  t h e  time, although, by now, I was 

i n  my twenties--was t h a t  they f e l t  t h a t  t h e  enforcement of t h e  prohibi- 

t i o n  law, i t s e l f ,  was r e a l l y  not  t h e i r  f i r s t  r e spons ib i l i ty .  In an ad- 

v i so ry  o r  o ther  capacity,  they would help'where necessary, but i n  f e r r e t -  

ing  out o r  t ry ing  t o  c o l l e c t  evidence, I don't  be l ieve  they spent much 

t h e  on it at all, Now then, t h e r e  w e r e  many, many individual  police- 

men who took t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t ,  wel l ,  they didn ' t  approve of prohibi t ion  

anyway, and they themselves l iked  t o  drink a l i t t l e ,  and i t  was not 

really uncommon t o  run across  an off-duty policeman e i t h e r  i n  a place of 

t h a t  kind o r  a t tending a s o c i a l  function where a good deal  of l iquor  was 

served. 

I wouldn't say t h a t  they went out of t h e i r  way t o  make an example, but 

I had one s t o r y  r e l a t e d  t o  m e  by a r e l a t i v e  of mine who went t o  Chicago 

t o  t e s t i f y  a s  an expert witness i n  a lawsuit  there .  It was i n  a Federal 

court and one of t h e  s i d e s  had hi red  him t o  come i n  as an exper! witness 

on t h i s  case involving t h e  coal  mine. So he went up the re ,  and he l e f t  

the Union S ta t ion  and he f e l t  a l i t t l e  t h i r s t  and he asked the f i r s t  

Chicago policeman he met where a man could buy a d t fnk.  The policeman 

dihwbully. ~Fliged and t o l d  Iiim. 




























































































































































































