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John Hedrick, Zrrtsrviewler. 

Q: Us, CQUld yau start by giving m just a l i t t l e  idea about yaur 
baclrgrrxznd, w k r e  you m born, what your pmfessicm has been through 
yaur life? 

A: I was born in Springfield and I lived here and stayed here up 
through, I think, the fourthgrade in school. Thenwell l l~~edto 
Indiana, whi*  was a fortmate move, career wise, if you can talk 
about career at that grade. We moved into a place that had one of the 
top high sdml beulds in the Uhited States. They - national 
chaqiom formmyyem inthedayswhmthqhadnatiorml amtests 
which they no 1- have or havmtt had in a good number of years 
ncrw. The teachers there cams frm Chicago which is ally thirty miles 
distant. T h q  wre  the tap tea- them. They'd cam art: one day a 
weekandwewaldstudywiththose. Thesbrtinglmelwasinthe 
sixth grade that i s m  I EEtart;ed. I didn't lacrw one instnrment 
frm another and they were looking for clarinetists so I said, ''1 will 
t a h  that." The first me I can actually ever mmmber seeing is when 
I got it. I stayed there and studied steadily all the tiffbe until I 
was inmid -yea rc l e r s se sha l fway th rmghmy~yea r inh i c3h  
school. Then we mcnred back to Sprinsfield, my f d y .  So I went to 
Sprinsfield High School. Ws gat in the bard and so forth. 

A t  that time G. W. Patridc was the ccxkbctor, actually I guess he was 
~ l y t h e f h t r e a l ~ r t h a t t h e y h a d .  Imeantheyhada 
notley group of scane W, informal, but he didn't have a degree in 
mrsic. He was a business administration graduate fmn the University 
of Chicago. But in his day he was  a very fine corn& player & what 
we adled the old silver comet band type of days. That was his 
-i-. But he was a ahaq guy. So he actually initiated the 
thirrg and I guess he it for --five years w i t h  them when 
h e m o f f .  Wztarrywaymy~yearIbecmrreass i s tant  
cmductor, at that t h  they called them stLldant cmAwtox19. He 
a l w a y s t o L d m s c l m e d a y - - 1 a l w a y s ~ I w a n t e d t O p i r r t o ~ i c ~  
way or mother. Said, llSomdayI amgo' toreth,  Lesl, and Iwant 
y c r u t o h a ~ e r r t y ~ . ~ ~  H i t w a s a l m p  %ofamminggag ,  tome 
a joke l h .  Actudlly that is what h a m .  When I got out of 
college I taught first in a junior aollege in Mississippi. T i m  the 
follmhg year I WB offered a job in Ft. MadiEnn, Iuwa. I w m t  up 
there. 

Righ t  near the end of the year Feitahane High School apened up 
hereardtheydledmeardaaksdmeifIl :wasinterest=eda j&. 
There again ~t was Patrick--other than that of ccrurae, the SdIcQl 
board wouldn't know my frrrm Adam. I cartve dcrwn ~IXA intsrvim 



and fooled around for a couple of days. When I got bad to Ft. 
Madiscat Iuwa there was a contract in the m a i l  offering rm the j&. 
So I todk it. 

I CEUE to - w i e l d .  I ms only here a yeeu: and a half, then the 
follaring fall I enlisted in the air fame and I was gone four years. 
WhmIcamebackmyregu la r j abwasgcmebu to f~ycuwere  
p- a job of scrme kind. So I wrhd at grade schools and Wngs 
like that givm imtmimM and mrkhg IAm c l w ,  w i t h  the 
assurance that the f b t  high -1 jab that opened and if I 
it I cmld have it, withar t  a refusal. The fir& one that did just: 
harJpsased to be Sprinsfield High School. M z r k l c  and so the pmpheq - abwt, you IackJ* (la*) So f PAS them3 for, I don't lacrw, 
~ y b e & l b c n l t f i ~ y e a r s .  ?henwhenmSachretiredasthe 
instnmrantal cmrdhator or supewisor, or yau nam i t ,  they offered 
me t h a t  jab. I did that for almost fifteen years up to the day of nry 
retire;mexrt. Actually wezy t h  a new fntperintendent mme in yau had 
a d i f f m t  t i t le  but you did actually the sarrre job. The idea was to 
keep the balls all in the air a l l  the the, it sham you are doing a 
lat of you kmw, typically educaticxd! They w i l l  love that 
out there, (laughs) acadennic. Well, that's about it. 

A: Of oourse t x m e  of the old thr were--- was a classmate of 
miHehhighschoo1. SoIhavebeendosetohimforagoodmarry 
years. A3.- I was a c~uple yeam ahead of him as I m. W z t  
I ~ i t w a s a s m a l l g r a x p o f p e c r p l e a n d s c l a r e o f w h o m ~ h o l d c w ~  
frrnn the Old Warn Factory Band. mal battle Bcarred vakmns by that 
thofcaursewhichhas lmgshgmedckJnthehbe .  Theygathered 
a cmple of sharper high school kids at that time lib Bmher. There 
w a s a r e f ~ t y p e o f t h i r q ~ t t h e y w a r r t s d t o g e t b e f o r e t h s  
voters to establish a lnunicipal M Rud. 

T h a t w a s a n o l d ~ ~ t h e s t t l t e o f I a w a .  Ymmayhavesesnor 
played a march called The Iowa Band W1 by sane Fillmore, me of the 
regJ m z m h  kings. So it was an established mmqt up there. If you 
ever drive through I- a l l  ywx see is village squares. Just l ike  our 
old square before they rerxlvated it there ycru Jaw. The Silver mmet 
Bawl arrd may they went. Hmwer thatls w b t  they wanted to do here. 
I guess they just vol- and played as a amall group or whatmer 
would called for the gig. W w ~ u s  an X rnrmber of people 
g a t h e r e d ~ e t h e r a n d b y ~ o r c r o n k ,  one~yoranother ,  i t w a s  
alyprrwed. I t h h k i n ~ d a y s ~ p s r e f e r e y l d u r a s w m e r w t a s  
camm as they ars naw and not an autmatic defeat if yau redly  had a 
cawandcau ldwr i fy i t .  N c r w f d n n ~ t k r x r w h a w t r w t h i s i s ~ ~  
or three different people who were irnrolved told me the same thing. 
T h q  tam gathered, I guess, in front of the old Ihcoln Hotel on 
Fifth ard  Cook or Capitol, I guess, had a couple of marquees an each 
side. SO them were a dozen of them there at that time getting 
ready to jus t  blav same mamhes dwha-e r .  smebdy said, I W l ,  
w e ~ t t o h a v e s c w 3 o d y t o s t a r t : u s o f f .  Hcanerjupdcrutofthe 
middle of the circle with a delay as I -erstand of maybe ~ J O  or 
thme seconds (laufpls) and said, "1 w i l l  start He probably went 



-readyqo. ( l a w )  and away they w m t .  Then he just 
utamtically as they gatbered why the mantel fell upon lum. I don't 
~ m n x c h m r e e t b a r t i t .  'Weusedtomheirse. I j o i n e d W b a n d w h e n  
I got clut of the mice in 1945. I believe about 1947. 

Q: You joined the band? 

A: Yes. It was really an accident. muse at  that time there was 
r e a l l ~ i c i a m h i p  was about the last miteria available or 

or needed in anyway. It was of an Itold bayst1 n&mrk 
type of thirq. If they had a hole in the band why sa&dy knew 
sa&&y in ths local and the sax player maybe i n  a jazz said, 
%Vby I think: he has a clarinet and playrs a clarinet ard blows a 
trumpet, W1, heusedtm.'' Sotheywxldbrixqhimto&mrsaland 
cglcehegotindmrsalvhyhewasintbbard. Therewesnoage 
limit. I recall there were tun, old fellows, one of who was a g c d  old 
friend of mine, Jhmy Brewer. He was a retired printer by profession. 
In fact saws of my early programs at the high -1, he pr- t h a n  
for me. B.rt he and the other guy, who was the librarian, they both 
said they had sat on that same last &air in the clarinet section for 
l h  thirty-five years or sumthing l ike that. They pmkcted it lih 
a mother bear w i t h  a hunch of cubs. (laughs) I mean it was amsing. 
They had no desire to move up to that me more a i r .  That was kind 
of typical of the thing you knuw, relaxed. When I joined the band 
t h e y ~ r e h e a r s i n g a u t a t t h e o l d ~ g y m .  A s t o h o w I g o t h i t ,  
I ~ ~ ~ ~ s ~ ~ d a y w i ~ E a e l ~ m t h e w a y t o  
pick up lunch we ran into Lyle m, who was the 
manager of the ban3 at that tb .  Ncrw he was a laail political figure 
of scane p a x .  I don't knm haw much, r a r e  or less behfnd the scene. 
I d c n ' t M h e ~ l e r b e c a m e a d s i - M h e d l w y s h s d a p t w  
dgent job of one kind or another, t o  speak. Very active politically. 
In me way w the athar he had been put Mnd of in charge of that part 
of the band, I guess. He m y  w e l l  have heen the very first  mansger, I 
don't ]mow. So Mel b t rdmed ne to him he said, "1 hear ycu play 
pretty well.' '  I said, 'Well, I play." Yau )wJw you're not going to 
say, "Yes, I am good!" 

Q: That's right. 

A: So he said, ' W e l l ,  m y  dcmtt you ame out? Would yc~z be 
intereetea in playing in band?' I said, 'Well, yes. 'We w i l l  
see h w  it goesOH So they had a crnrat that night, they didn't go to 
rehearsal, s o I w e n t o u t t o t h e a n c e r t a n d s a t h ~ p l a y e d .  It 
j u s t w e n t f m t h e r e .  I t a i W t ~ t o ~ l W ~ ~ W @ t e a s  
marrydghtsinthewrrtpner-. Althaughthemvmealcrtof 
thirrgs, of cx~rse, ~t~at teredoutchzrhgtheyear ,  but i twask indof  a 
MM -because a t  that time the herewas defunct. I 
really had no plaoe to play r q  hom so to get: &t 
bind. I didn't start making w i t h  jazz bands until fw or five years 
afterIwasout. Sothat j u s t w e n t a n a n d o n t h e r e a n d t b a t i s p m t t y  
mch the story. 



A: Well, let'ssee. I k n o w t h z n t I h a n r e b e a n m t t e n o r ~ v e y ~  
ncrw, arryway. 3ee I am 71. I retired frm the school system, okay, I 
must have been in there fifteen or twenQ years. 

A: Y e s .  Scad like eighty years when sure of the ard ten 
~ d a y s w a l ] d n g d m n t h e s t r e e t w i t h t h e h o m s t i ~ i n y c r u r  
face, you laxm. 

Q: You mmtiamd ycru played the clarinet. What ather instmmh did 
you play a l e  you were in the band? Also wfiat chairs did you play? 



A: When I joined the hrd in 1966, he was nanager. He was elected by 
the band, that is haw he was selected. Yes. Lyle Rckns, I am nut sure 
i f  he pa&sed away. No, 1 don't thhk he did. Wrt ' -* 
~ l d n a o f f e u d b e h h d t h e s c a n e ,  t h e d i ~ ~ c u t o r h e  . T h e r e w e s e o n l y t m p e a p l e w h o ~ ~ l y ~  

me was Russell Deikrich. That's -1's M, hewas 
p r b i p a l  of Enos School. Rw3seI.l Sr. played trzmp3et. RJS&.~ Jr. 
was a cbmmr. Didycru kr#rwhim? 

A: Yes. Jack and I graduated froan hi* school together. He played 
thereinthebandtoo. 

A: a, yea. That's right. ~ a & W i c b  is naw a doctor. Hewas just 
crazy about music, Never had anythhg beyad his high -1. But 
was a fine baEls drum player. But he started caning to the Sprirrgeield 
Balldamcerk. WehztdsaneprettygoodbandSin~tb.~detysandw@ 
played a lot of nrusic the municipal band didtlltplay. N o t  that they 
couldn't but they were still in the old town comept and so 
forth. Waaner lived ard died w i t h  that, ycu laclw. So -wanted an 
infwsim of two things. They wanted to try to up3grade the band. So 
JackandI, a r d I c a n ' t ~ w h o ~ s c x n & q e l s e , ~ ~  
three of us. We had severdl met*, we were invited by. I adwmcd 
tha t the thsorywasrea l lyhereseym~days .  Thatwhenavacancy 
occurred, W d n ' t  push anyme out of the kuxl, that arryolhe was them 
wuuld stay W. But at arry t h  a vacancy occlured don% f i l l  it 
unless p~ ccruld imprave the slot. - I t  just  go art ard find a guy 
bcausehewaslistedontheunimmster. I ~ t & e n t h e u n i o n  
m W h a d w g o o d f r i e n d L e r a y m l M a s a p i a n o p l a y e r .  Leo 
has a hoak on one arm. (laughs) 

Q: He still does. (laughs) 

A: Yes. I &ly got a ki& c u t  of that. 

Q: W a s  he wer a piam player, by the way? 



Q: Were you a judge 51 all these auditions? 

A: Not all of No. I mean yau didn't have to be, i f  y c ~ l  wanted 
tobe. I w a s a s h d ~ I w a s i n ~ .  If itwasnogremt 
prablem. The only tims I r e M  W d  be when I would have 
Springfield High S-1 kids I knew were g d q  to a-tim. We had a 
batch of them go thraagh the band there. Olhe time half of the t n m p t  
&ion were O i l b r b a ,  kids like that. They really pmvided a 
boost. I c c u l d b e ~ ~ s c r e e n a r r d ~ c l w u l d t e L l w h o w a s p l a y ~ .  
SoIwarrtedtodivorcemyself fmmarwofthatstuff.  Rutotherthan 

prap3ssiGnatumandof amoremdaGthingsand&n-, 
good ahaw things and like that, H a m  wmld hardly new msic,  
if he could help it. I think Bill Masclps becm~ the librarian. 
ThenBillMaserslefLkmn. T h q a s k e d l r v s ~ a s s i s t i n t h s  
~zcmdmting, do a mth edch year, a c h  was mmgh. But the unhappy 
thing abaut i t ,  I was mer wer satisfied, thq would take that mnth 
ard load al l  of this brand new music in. and every damn ccrnoert you 
was  just  f u l l  of it. Most of it was too mu& to g u t  an me conoert. 
~ o I w r x l l d p u t : a W o l d f a v o r i t a s d t h E ! s t w n d a r d s a n d ~ t h i r r g s  
l h  that. lhen salt in a cclllple of other thingrr, ya! )mr. But same 
of the older people in the band like Joe, he dial t 1- playing any 
ofmtssltuff. Hewasveryautspnkr;n, asyeruknwJoe. 

Q: Yes. 

A: Joe was as good old friend as I had in tcrwn, in the barrd ~~. 
Then, y c ~ l  knm, with limited rehearsal the, vhy it was hard. I tried 
to jam at least one of those on each time. Then we wwld do a little 
slxty s s m d  or t w o  minute m i c  appreciation thing to the audience to 
kind of prepre them for mt they rn go- to--this wasn't crazy 
wild stuff. But you lawrw updatirq the literature of the band 
that the good college bzds around the caurrtry ww33 playing. So that 
wenton. ButthenmmandmreIwasdohqtheoaardtucrtingand~ 
WaSdOingtheminorstuff. m i t a l r n o l s t g o t t o t h e p o i r r t ~ h e  
wmld do all W p i d c  type jabrs. They didn't caae m y  better at 
thatthanHcmsr. T h a b e e r k e g ~ i n t h e b a ~ o r E i c P n e r t i h e r e ~  
v a d  set a little can or two of bear. I don't nacslssarilv 
maithe bzlnd ai- that did happen. I maan ~amer CXUM wrk w i k  
that kind of a cmmid. That man could get them really rolling h i s  way. 
T f i e r e w e r e ~ g r e a t ~ I w a n t t o ~ a b o u t ~ a m a r .  Foraguy 
whoMnomus icaLtraw- thanWfa&thathswasa -  
player and he played in the pit at the Orpheum with ;scane pretty gaod 
msichns in the old vaudeville days. I was a high sdmo1 kid thm. 
H a r e r  had a fantastic msmry for misic. Once he leaned a he 
never fargut it. If he did lsomethingwr~ng in it, he never d'langed it 
either. If it was the six-eight it was easier to clonduct: it in two 
than in a mdified six, Hcm=r wniucbd in a tw~, right up to the 
last, I danlt lu#~w, he might still be mcting. 

Q: p r i ~ t e  tea- mtioned that, Earl Hoffmn. Whan I was 
Wchg 1esscol;s E m  him he al- said thnt about Hcaner. He would 
always reverse i t ,  merrtally. 



day. I h't knww & their foot dcrwn on that finally, k u t  they 
decided thev ouaht to look a l i t t l e  mre militam. I thjxik we had 
got tm a h e - i n  uniforms. Pretty descent 1aki.q outfits. And 
they said, 'Wear all yau want underneath, you kncrw, but let's do 
that. Wzt them was trenrendc#ls beef gut up by e i c u l a r l y  scnru; of 
the older guys in the band. T h e  loudest ccmplairrtE3 of all was Ncmuerls 
son, Bab, who was  pmhbly as good as first  chair trcmp3et player as we 
everhadintheband. HestudiedwithGustatimSt. Laxis .  Hmsr 
S e r r t B a b d c r w n t h e r e f o r ~ ,  znsGustatwasthetapteacberinthe 
Mi-. He was a b u s e  and a f h ,  fine player. I W m k  Bob 
went to the University of Illinois and of caurse a real fins college 
player. But I him sayby, 'Who in the hell thought this up? 
I w i l l  h d a m d  if Id11 t a b  this csat off*'' E I u t h 0 ~  s a m d i q  
off allaraud. I c a n ' t ~ w h e t h e r ~ ~ d i d o r n o t a n t h e  
j .  B u t v w y ~ r t l y ~ d i d a r r d w e g o t t h e t h m m l ~  
andoneuandanather .  W e l o o k e d ~ g o o d .  Becausemwaild 
ma)raallthestinkingpzwades. T1-Lsre-a lotofparadeswhanwe 
fonwd there a t  the old Flranklin Life Wlding. We wuld lead the 
parade and kick off lYcm Fifth and G&ol--m, Sixth ard Capitol. By 
thetirrmewegottatheoldEUusClubdcrwntheretheywould~lbe 
frozen up, all the homs. (la-) Of cc~lrse the brass players were 
fairly l u d q  cause they could war tight gloves and mike it go. 

Q: W 1 s  a story m y  t m  of one of the mnhrs  who is still 
h ~ ~ t h a t u s e d t o ~ d l c a h o l i n v a r i ~ f o r m s o n h i s v r r l v e s t o  
keep them f m m  freezing up. 

A: Yes. That's right. And then samhere along inthsre sane 
ccrmparry, I dm% mmnbr who, came cut with a =-freeze valve. It 
waswdhrertisdinzlllthetradejcnxrnalsandeverything. SoIhadmy 
Springfield High t3d-1001 Bard in a parade that year. Well, they always 
were, all  the high school hn%. So I made mmqemmb for a l l  the 
brass players tomet in the l-of the Franklin L i f ~ a ~ ~ ~  
across fmm the big Cathedral. I had gotten a b u t  a dozen bttles of 
this, sent away for it. So we wiped all the slides, had wary kid in 
the band wipe the elides, wipe the values ernd -. Then they 
gave thsna a big gansraus dose of this ather thing. It was effective, 
I m e a n w e ~ ~ ~ g o o d w h e n w e e b y t h e ~ ~ b y t h e  
time wa got to  Capitol Avenue (laughs) rn were out of )JUBhess. SO 
then we just Illarched. (laughs) I always got a kidc aut of that. Had 
any of people say, Well,  gee the band 1- nice, Us, but 
they sure cauld of played when they mt by. (laughs) I said, 'Well 
you )mcrw yax have to rest the kids. Yau p-ly just got in beheen 
the gap.11 Of caurse we hadn't played note, you buy. 
(laughs) So it didn't work out either. We got aught in ram stoms 
and miniam clmd bursts the parads just diesolves en rake. 


































