
Preface 

This m u s c r i p t  i s  of a tape-recorded intendew conducted by Greg 
Hubbartt for the Sangawn State University Oral History Office in 
November 1983. Greg Hubbartt and the Oral History Office assisted the 
transcribing and editing of the tape, 

Mr. Lloyd E. ' 'kle" C o f h  ws born in  Roodhouse, I l l inois  on July 20, 
1907 where he is still a resident today. In 1932, a f te r  receiving his 
degree in Pharmacy, he m s  able t o  purchase joint-ownership kto a re t a i l  
drugstore in Roodhouse, I l l inois.  Roodhouse at that time was a beaning 
railroad tom of wst-central I l l inois.  Being in daily contact w i t h  all  
classes of people enhan:ced his personal observations and opinions of l i f e  
in  Roodhouse. 

The interviewer i s  Mr. Greg Fhbbartt, a local public school teacher, t3ho 
lives in kodson, I l l inois.  He is currently ar t  director for  Stram Art 
Gallery of Jacksonville, I l l inois.  He is a 1976 graduate of k s t e r n  
Illinois University. He is rnarried and has a young son. His wife, Pat, 
i s  a teacher in Roodhouse FJhich helped develop the interest in the town 
and its people. 

Readers of this oral history mem>ir should note that the transcript is a 
copy of the tape-recorded interview, and that the narrator and interviewr 
sought to  preserve the informal style as best as possible. Sangmn 
State University is no responsible for the fact or accuracy of the 
m i r ,  nor for views therein. 

Ihe manuscript m y  be kead, quoted and cited freely, but not copied in 
any form or way without written permission. This written permission nust 
be fran the Oral History Mfice, Sangamn State University, Springfield, 
I l l inois  62707. 



Lloyd E. Cofhan, Octbber 4, 1983, Rodhouse, Illinois. 

Greg W b a r t t  , Interviemr . 

Q: bw'd you get you* nit-, Dude? 

A: I'm not very that. Qll, my mther--I m s  the f i r s t  born 
and the only mother, she saw pictures. She dressed me like 
l i t t l e  Lmd m s  always spic and span and had a bow t i e  on 
&ether I visiting. I had an aunt over in Litchfield 

before I can ramher, it followed me 
' s snnethhg you can' t shake is a 

bhen I was down in college yau =re known by your last nae, Hubbartt , 
C o f h ,  Crauer , ox whatever. Eberybody calls you Cof h, you how. 
W l l ,  the reason is the professors had you seated alphabetically, and 
that's what they'd call on you. I m s  going up the steps of the school 
one day, I might have been there about a year and this was my second 
year. Some guy there from Alton said, 'U, Dude," and I said, 'W. " And 
I turned around and s id,  'Wat'd you ca l l  re?" He said, "Dude." I 
said, 'all, that's r' t, but where'd you find that out?" W e l l ,  he h e w  
a boy dm m a  at Shu leff College a t  that time. It 's been closed now. 
k cams fran there. asked him if Dude Coffmn rn in school there, 
see how that follows? t 
Q: &here m s  the ~ o l l / = ~ e  at? You said you =re in college. 

s College of Phaxmacy. It's one of three 
in the United States le f t .  'Ihe others 

are every university has a College of 
Pharmacy. They just phamacy. Massachusetts has one, and 

States of just the three. 

Q: Massachusetts and p l a d e l p h i a  and St. M s ?  

A: And they're all rated, the three of than. 

Q: Can you tell rn re you were born and the date? 

A: Yes, I rmmber my/birthday. I ms born right here in Roodhouse. 
This is kind of w. My granddaughter and her child, my great 
granddau&ter, live iq the same house that  I ws born in over on Ruyle 
Street. 

Q: %re you born in that house? 
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A: Yes. Of course, t:he granddaughter w s  born in a hospital but they 
lived in th.e b e ,  it wmld be close enough. They live 
there now. They're the W e ,  Dad just rented the hause. It 
just happens to be 

Q: kre yaur mother and father from Roodhouse? ~Ikt's start with your 
father. Idw he from Roodhawe? 

A: I can't go back too far in my line on my father's side. Nothing on 
the C o f b '  s really, emept his roother, my father's mther . She w a 
Taylor and her grandmther was a Thompson. I take care of one of the 
oldest ceteries mt,here, the Thompson ceuetery, about tm miles from 
town. Ihat ' s the onlf c-tery that I know of around here *ere there's 
a Revolutionary k r  s@ldier buried who did on his farm. That's on Dad's 
faxm. 

Q: The cemetery's onjyour father's farm? 

A: No, no. My fathe$'s great grandfather's £am. I'd be the fourth 
generation. He ' d 'be sy great, great grandfather--no , fifth generation. 

Q: bhat a s  his nam? 

A: l[hompson, Private John Thampson. 

Q: Private Thompson? 

A: Private John Thmpon. He never got very far in the ranks but, you 
see, the revolution ws fought by militia m, as you we11 know. You 
know as -11 as I do ypur history. And he m s  fran Virginia. He just, I 
guess, just took a cl+ or his gun and mt w i t h  the axmy whenever they 
marched through there .i They protected their oknz homes. He was in the 
Battle of Yorktom an Guilford. I've got s a ~  infomation on him. I've 
got his--I guess I've t an original of his discharge, a copy of it £ram 
tk r .  And it said was under General Greene. I remaaber that guy's 
name. It told tJho his captain was. And he was a private. My grandfather 
ms--it'd be my great andfather. r 
Q: b he alive *en u e r e  a boy? P 
A: Oh, no, no. I don!t even remaPber. Yes, I remenber tm great 
grandfathers, but I don' t remeniber my grandfathers. They lived to be 
real old men, my great grandfathers. One of them's mm was Taylor. Zhar 
was on my father's myler's side and the other ws named--1 was thhkimg 
before you carte up. 11 don't think straight though. I can't r&r too 
nuch. I reamber my great grandfathers, but I don't ramher my 
grandfathers. N w  I who my great, great, grdather ,  what his namfl. 
was. His nam m s  Taylor, and then Preston was rrry great grandfather 
and he was on side. And Mary was my grhther and my 
father's real fifth generation, That's doing pretty good 
for not be- 
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A: %'s born in w e s t e r  and she is--well, I 'm almost all British. 
My mther's father, bert S h ,  he carre from Chester, &gland. And he 
used to go back and ?sit there. 

Q: that your notier's father? 

A: Yes. 

Q: His name w s  Shaw? 

A: Yes, Robert Shaw. There's an old Bible there that he braught over 
with him. I mi&t have showed it to yau. I 've been there, Margaret and 
I've been back there twice to visit cousins. 

Q: Fhere at? 

A: In Chester, Efigland. 

Q: In Chester, England? 

A: Yes. 

Q: *t year did you go over there? How long ago has t h a t  been? 

A: Mwn w the first trip to %land, Margaret, 1976 msn't it? (wife 
shakes head) Nineteen seventy-tm, yes. Then w wnt over again later. 
I guess the last trip was--maybe it ~s 1976. I don't h o w .  I'd go over 
again if I fe l t  like it. They had the xed carpet rolled out, 

Q: So you've been over twice? 

A: Yes. Usn't it four years later? You don't want to be taped? (wife 
shakes head) 

Q: Did her mother and father cane? 

A: Her father c a u ~  frgn &ester, -land, but her nuther's father came 
frm England. Her mther tas a Gidney and her parents cam from England. 
I don't know whereabouts in England. 

Q: So did rhey came directly from England or how'd they get here? 

A: I 've wmdered about that myself. 

Q: D i d  she ever say anything., your rmther? 

A: k l l ,  my mother did not h o w .  I don't think. It wasn't important to 
her, as rmch as it i s  to me. But they e r e  both dead before I catre 
along. My grandfather died in 1906 and I was born in 1907, otherwise I 'd 
been twisting his ear, I guess. But I h u w  quite a bit abwt his folks. 
I 've got SUSE old letters and other things. That's how I went back and 
f d  these people and pictures, English pictures, quite a bit of stuff. 
I keep it up at the bank so I mn' t lose it. But i t ' s  ldnd of interesting 
really and they =re h t  you call yeanan famrs . I don't know i£ 
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you're Rglish or very class consciaus just like other people. And of 
course land as you land, mst of it ws owned by the 
W s  of the in isolated cases 
omed by private the gentry. And one of 
these causins was ther axled a farm. That's how I 
carrre to  find out father's farm was. I 
said, 'You still , no. khen I retired I sold it ." 
So I imagine it nra3st price because land is very 
rare, you to som of the Royal Dukes or 
somthing l ike that, . He didn't elaborate on it, and he 
wasn't ma&g a big , '%Well, t e l l  me now most of 
these people axe ye x the owners, you see. 
Yau know that? 

Q: k r e  they like t ts are today? .lw 
A: No. lhey =re mo+ like a manager. See, the Duke of Sip and Sap or 
&atever, he owned thcj land and this fmilyumaged it and lived on it, 
and if they =re good ienough, if they did the job, I guess, they mt 
fran generation to to  generation. They was, ~ 1 1 ,  l e t ' s  see. 
I h o w  of three or generations of his people that lived i n  Hatton 
and Hal l .  I 've great big three story, wll , i t 's  like a 
hall. Instead of the home. They nand their farms and 
that was *ere to visit. That's how I know about it. 
I mt there. it now. I looked him up. Or his 
father owns it manager. But I saw him. 

Q: You said you had sisters. How many were in your family? 

A: 'Ihree. I 'm the oFst. lin sisters. 

Q: Are they younger? ! 

A: Yes, they're yaun&r than I am. I ' m  the oldest. I have a sister a o  
is very ill, however, i n  Texas right now. I 'd l ike  to be able to  go dom 
and see her, but I don't thhk, I don't believe I could make the t r ip .  
The other sister lives in t o m  here, Mrs. Elaine Ferguson. Adelaine and 
Elaine are my tm sisters. She's the youngest one. I 'm the oldest one. 

Q: So there's three in your family then? 

A: Yes, the oldest s is ter ' s  three years yourrger than I am. Elaine is  
five years younger than I am. 

Q: You said one lives in Texas and the other lives in town. 

A: Yes, E l  Paso, Texas. 

Q: G e t t i n g  back to  yaur father, was he always fran Roodhouse? 

A: k11, ray father w, yes. He ms born ri&t out here on this other 
hard road. Yau see across the road. It's just a briar patch now, but 
there wed to be a house back there he told me. He was born there. 
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I I Q: bhat direction is that? 

1 1 Q: &st, okay, so he1 lived ten miles east? 

A: %t's where . He didn't l ive there all the th .  His 
dad ms just a t . J3e couldn't stay in one spot. He m e d  
here and then he o another place, and then they packed thei r  
covered wagon and r to  Missouri sarahere.  They'd stay over 
there probably in r. Then they'd cam back over here in the 
winter. 

Q: Your father's £a r , what was his occupation? 

A: Myfather's fa ? I g u e s s y o u c d d c d l h i m a f a r m e r .  Hedidn't 
o m  his land. He was kind of a roustabout actually. My m&r' s folks 
=re different t 3 My dad's mther, by the rmm of Taylor, Preston 
Taylor, muld be my eat sandfather, m e d  quite a b i t  of land out here 
a t  one tb, but he l'ved so long that he used it a l l  up. 

I I Q: lhat was your mother' s father? 

A: No, my father's grandfather. I t ' d  be my great grandfather. I 
r d r  him. 

Q: So he was a fanner living out in  the same direction &ere your father 
lived? 

II A: Yes, only north. 
1 

11 Q: Northeastthen?, 
i 

A: No, it mldn' t *e been northeast. I t ' d  been mrthmst . 

I Q: Your  mther's fa r, what tms his occupation? 

A: k11, he was ed ted in medicine ]In -land, but he never followd 
it when he caxae over %re. I don't how if he ever gat a license or i f  
he tr ied to get one, t doctors E r e  a dime a dozen m y  back then. 
Zhere =re a l o t  of dpctors. It took about t m  years is all  in t h i s  
camtry. In England L t W t  have took a l i t t le b i t  longer. I was a 
pharmacist, and the Cbllege of Medicine tuned out doctors also. then 
you got out of school, you either f o l l w d  medicine or yharmacy or  mme of 
than followd both, Wicine and pharmacy. Cause that s all the sam 
about. But &en he CBW aver here, he w e r  f o l l m d  it. k became a 
tiler. He knew something about engineering. lhie reason I laww was that 
my mother said farmem wuld  caw t o  him and mt h i m  to run a ade on 
t i l ing.  That's befole this land was t i led. He  took it out w i z a  spade, 
him and his help. T~QZ boys d d  run a grade on the land and called it a 
ditch. So he rmst knlwJ smething a b u t  engineering. 'Ihat 's &t he did 
mst of the th .  
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Q: men was he doing this? Wltzat year? Did your mther ever say? 

A: I can t e l l  you about what year. He died in 1906 and he ws doing it 
u n t i l  about the 1880s. My mother was born in  1885. I how he was doing 
it then. He'd been retired for sme tb. Actually he bought a farm 
dam in southern I l l inois  and died soon after.  

Q: So he helped clear this f l a t  land that w u  prairie? 

A: k11, he did not clear it, he t i led it. He wasn't a farmer. J3e m s  
a doctor without a job really. There e r e  children to  follow. My mther 
said she never r ed a doctor caning to  the house. He'd always go 
to  the pharmacy pharmacist f i l l  a certain prescription for 
this or that. it ws simple m>re or less, kll , let's 
see, I said B r  m s  from England, &ester, England. His wife's 
father ws a--w11, ther's mther's nanrve m s  Gindy. ' Ihat 's an 
English one. So my is a f i r s t  generation hr ican  from him, and 
her mther was a firs ration h r i c a n  , I guess. H e r  mther w s  born 
in this country. I ran him back far or five generations, and 
never can get him s country. I don't know *ere he--he always 
said he PELS Scotch, t. He wasn't sure, or British. He didn't 
know and didn't giv My grandfather was a C o f h .  He came frm 
h t u c k y .  I 've got 1 k r  discharge stuff. 

Q: Your grandfather? 

A : Cof h. M y  grandfather Cof h, he' s the one I don' t know much 
about, but it says on this discharge that he was discharged i n  I l l inois.  
&It he was £ran Todd m t y  , Kentucky. 

Q: D i d  he enl is t  in $he Civil b r ?  

A: In the Civil War, ' yes. He ran away f r m  hrJme actually. I think he 
got up in here--he rd away w i t h  the anny. 

Q: Were did he enligt then? Did it say? 

A: Fran I l l h i s ,  I guppose--I don't know. It doesn't say. J3ut it said 
where he m s  discharg , I can't even find that town anymre. Henkley 
or s----a l i t t l r t o m ,  you knuw, i n  I l l inois.  

Q: Did it give his  eginmt that he m s  in, on the discharge papers? i 
A: Yes,  yes. Nis number, it gave that. It said he was Company 
C, I think. 

Q: b l d  that be 111 ois ox Indiana? t" 
A: Yes, it m s  is. So it wis probably the Illinois troops going 
down. You see, a te  ms divided. 

Q: Your father - g~ing  back and forth t o  Missouri as a kid but what 
was his first job? Was there a school in Roodhouse then? Did he go to  
school here? 
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A: bbst of his schooling is right up here. You don't know *ere it is. 
There's no school thezte. You how &re--it 's the f i r s t  road that suns 
east f r m  this hard rcpd, There used to be a Pleasant H i l l  school and 
church there. And Wt's where he got a l l  of his schooling. Three 

r. k t  he did\ pretty wll. He could 
. He had the m m r y  out of this mrld.  
He was quite a man. He believed it was 

people, the trains. He w s  local 
ral terms. The reason he did he said he 

He could hollar and snort for  $15 a 
could talk. J!k could make you understand 

it, too. But peop cted him. We was a fighting official  
y respected that. There' s a difference 
spected, you know. 

Q: Did he ever say i he d d  have liked to  have gone into more 
education? 1 
A: Yes. j 

I 

Q: M s  there smethi.?p that happened that he couldn't have gone to 
school mre?  

A: They didn' t have the mney and they had to  mrk. His dad didn' t 
recognize the value of an -tion and so he mt to  wrk. That ws as 
soon as Dad m s  able. He told re one time on one of these t r ips  to  
Mssauri that he mt broke coming back. He hadn't en@ to eat. I 
think my gran&rrother mid my mther and of course, my mther w s  her 
W t e r .  kt Dad got with sm~body selling Fleisckmann's yeast cakes, 
He made f if teen cents pnd they bought sore c o m ~ a l  . That' s h t  they 
cam back to  Illinois pn. She said she'd never leave again and she 
didn't either. lhey might nwer have made it back, and they might have 
starved to  death. But Dad, yes, he recognized the value of an education. 
I'll t e l l  you why he did. Well, you how nhy he did, not having any 
himelf. I w raised on the other side of the tracks. It ' s the las t  
house north. 'Ihat's the only hanrre I r d r .  I wasn't born there but I 
r&r it. I ww tbre unt i l  I got out of college, and when I was 
about, I guess, a s o p b r e  in high school or samething--I was si t t ing on 
the porch. k was there working on a mrk train or satmthhg. I 'd see 
him about once a ~ e k  sonetin~s s i t t ing out there. There' s a t ra in  mk 
up out there--busy, they're busy--trains every hour. I said, "I 'd sure 
really be glad t o  get out of high school." He said, 'my? Idhat ' s your 
hurry?" I said, "So I could get a job on a freight." Boy, I 'm tel l ing 
you I thou&t he m s  ping to  slug me. J3e jutaped up off that porch. N s  
face turned red, J3e said, 'Tisten here. &t that mt of your head! 
You're not going to  wrk on a railroad i f  I have anything to  say about 
it, G e t  it out of y o ~ y  head! You're going t o  learn someth iq  1" I said, 
"I don't lamwhat I 'll do." He wxildn't l isten. And that stopped my 
career right there. So I mmd up going t o  school. He recopized the 
fact that schooling w a ~  an advantage, f r m  a lack of it, you see. 

Q: a t  ws his occumtion then d m  you =re a boy? 
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A: The railroad. It's the only thing I ever hew him to  do. But k e n  I 
ms a kid growing up I didn't see him very often. He mrked on various 
things. He mrked on g farm. As I say, his dad was j u s t  a tenant fanner. 
Me didn't get t o  go to  * school, never, not rruch. He did help a painter 
for  a a i l e  before he &came a railroad person. He was lucky enough that 
he vent to mrk for th+ railroad vhich w s  pretty s i l l y  as fa r  as salaries 
are concerned, i f  you lmd enough xhiskers , that's what they used to  say 

w r k i n l 9 0 4 .  'Ihat'athreeyearsbeforeIwas 
born. For I forget *at the mane of the other railroad 

then he cam over here and had it out. In 
a Hnd of time period for the railroad. Only 

d get a job. Then they mwed fran here, over from 

Q: 'Ihe bhat? 

A: Katy. That's the M, K. and 21. called Katy Railroad. It's a big 
railroad. TZlen he cam back here and vent to  wrk.  And Mm said that 
the only way she was going t o  get him to  stay in one place was to  get him 
in debt, So he boqzJt that l i t t l e  house *re I said I ws abut  raised 

. up there, Paid tw hundred dollars down. Then he borrowed six, seven, 
ei&t hundred. He msn't going to  lose that t m  hundred dollars, So 
that 's  the only way he had saving it. You know, he had quite a history. 
He'd be traveling yet, I guess, i f  he'd been living. He w a good 
railroad man. He h e w  h a t  he m s  doing, and back in those days you had 
to switch every tom, you knm. He ws in freight service mostly. A t  
every t o m  you did mst of the switching yourself. You h o w ,  they'd just 
drop than off,  and a couple of than and go on. But you didn't have them 
then. You'd unload a couple of box cars. Anything in  them, you'd unload 
than. Box car freight ws hard mrk, but he w s  a stout, strong man. 

Q: You said that the union was named h t ?  

A: 'ke Brotherhood of Railroad T r a m .  That w s  them. 

Q: k s  there a union *en your father started railroading? 

A: It vies in the early days, the very early days. I r d r  he used t o  
work for Eugene B. Debs, who, ell, m s  in prison. k11, Dad still was 
voting for him. He was for unions he said. But Dad wasn't a traublemakes . 
The railroad n m  didn't have rmch trouble in their unions because they 
had good men a t  the head of it. Oh, te had a str ike occasionally, but I 
never knew of a strike *en he was in  off ice, Ihe became the local chairman. 

Q: k a  that the beghning of his career? 

A: No, that was la ter ,  But at the beginning of his career he, I 'm sure, 
belonged to  the railro& union i f  they had one. You couldn't hardly wrk 
if you didn't. Other guys m l d  make it miserable for you. You'd leave 
a soul puss. They had a few No B i l l s .  They called them No B i l l s .  

Q: No B i l l s ?  
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A: No B i l l s ,  yes. 

Q: k r e  they l ike  the kbbl ies  party? 

A: Yau're thinking of a political party. 

Q: b re  they w i t h  the railroad union? 

A: No, w e l l ,  so m y .  But the No B i l l  's didn't belong to  the 
unions. A they brought in  to  break up a strike, you see. 
He was the mrst I guess i yau had to  break a union. %re guys, 
kids, not all  of d d  try t o  get out of paying dues. They =re 
pretty high. 

Q: Do you r d r  s take home pay *en you viere a boy? Y 
A: I can rememher t& hundred dollars a pay. Ihat 's every tw weeks. 
That was big pay. M I  course, you didn' t have a l l  these deductions either. 

Q: D i d  you have any taxes? 

A: k didn't have income taxes probably, but I couldn't retll;.mber. Two 
hundred dollars a mmth. HE had three children and that was pretty good 
mney in those days. Wo W r e d  dollars muld buy &at $1200 or $1400 
d d  now. You see, a pretty good job--you always had a job. I mean, he 
had emu& senioriw. The m y  that mrks, you bcanp off the one below 
you. And he w s  never out of wxk. l h n  it finally gets dom to  the 
last my's job, he's out of mrk forever. That's going to sound like a 
bunch of silliness. 

Q: Do you remember the railroad strike in Roodhouse? 

A: Yes. I r shop strike. 'kat WH the mintenance d e p a r m t ,  
the shopmen. that wll. 'Ihat had to  do w i t h  the rrrachinist, 
boilermakers. there. k had a l l  kinds of crafts blacksrrdths . 
That's &en a railroad tom. 

Q: bhere w s  this? I 
A: At the depot w e  r e .  & had a roundhouse, there. k had 
boilermakers, helpers, machinists and helpers and carpenters, blacksmiths 
and there e r e  trades 'Ihey did the frmemrk of the railroad. Yes, I 
remffnbex the str ike ry -11. I m s  a boy in higln school yet. I 
graduated in 1925. I d d  have been in hi& school in 1921. Yes, 
that's about right. es, I r d r  it. Dad m s  local chairam here. 
They had their scabs. 1 '&ley =re str ike breakers they bwmght in and =re 
mimlls,  mst of them. 

Q: Lbre =re they from? Do you r d r ?  

A: Ihey'd get them frcm everywhere. TZle railroads had a my of bowing 
and they had an old b t e l ,  the I l l inois  Hotel, over there across frm 
where the depot used to  be, a brick building. And they'd keep than in 
that  old hotel, Of course, these guys =re rabid angry. They ' d been on 




























