Preface

This manuscript is of a tape-recorded interview conducted by Greg
Hubbartt for the Sangamon State University Oral History Office in
November 1983. Greg Hubbartt and the Oral History Office assisted the
transcribing and editing of the tape.

Mr. Lloyd E. "Dude'" Coffman was bom in Roodhouse, Illinois on July 20,
1907 where he is still a resident today. In 1932, after receiving his
degree in Pharmacy, he was able to purchase joint-ownership into a retail
drugstore in Roodhouse, Illinois. Roodhouse at that time was a booming
railroad town of west-central Illinois. Being in daily contact with all
classes of people enhanced his personal observations and opinions of life
in Roodhouse.

The interviewer is Mr, Greg Hubbartt, a local public school teacher, who
lives in Woodson, Illinois. He is currently art director for Strawn Art
Gallexry of Jacksonville, Illinois. He is a 1976 graduate of Western
Illinois University. He is married and has a young son. His wife, Pat,
is a teacher in Roodhouse which helped develop the interest in the town
and its people.

Readers of this oral history memoir should note that the transcript is a
copy of the tape-recorded interview, and that the narrator and interviewer
sought to preserve the informal style as best as possible. Sangamon
State University is not responsible for the fact or accuracy of the
memoir, nor for views pxpressed therein.

The manuscript may be pead, quoted and cited freely, but not copied in
any form or way without written permission. This written permission must
be from the Oral History Office, Sangamon State University, Springfield,
Illinois 62707.
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Lloyd E. Goffman, Octgber 4, 1983, Roodhouse, Illinois.
Greg Hubbartt, Interviewer.

Q: How'd you get your nickname, Dude?

A: I'm not very proud of that., Well, my mother--I was the first born
and the only boy--well, my mother, she saw pictures. She dressed me like
little Lord Fauntleroy. I was always spic and span and had a bow tie on
whether I was playing|or going visiting. I had an aunt over in Litchfield
and she nicknamed me . Long before I can remember, it followed me
and stuck with me, Y know, that's something you can't shake is a
nickname.

When I was down in coIlege you were known by your last name, Hubbartt,
Coffman, Craver, or whatever. Everybody calls you Coffman, you know.
Well, the reason is the professors had you seated alphabetically, and
that's what they'd call on you. I was going up the steps of the school
one day, I might have been there about a year and this was my second
year. Some guy there from Alton said, "Hi, Dude," and I said, "Hi." And
I tumed around and sgid, "What'd you call me?" He said, "Dude." I
said, '"Well, that's right, but where'd you find that out?" Well, he knew
a boy who was at Shurtjleff College at that time, It's been closed now.
He came from there. asked him if Dude Coffman was in school there,
see how that follows? '

Q: VWhere was the colliege at? You said you were in college.
|

A: St. Louis, St. s College of Phammacy. It's one of three
independent colleges phamacy in the United States left. The others
are comnected with unifersities or every university has a College of
Pharmacy. They just phammacy. Massachusetts has one, and
Philadelphia is the oldest in the United States of just the three.

Q: Massachusetts and
A: And they're all

iladelphia and St. Louis?

rated, the three of them.

Q: Can you tell me re you were born and the date?

A: Yes, I remember my|birthday. I was born right here in Roodhouse.
This is kind of unusual. My granddaughter and her child, my great
granddaughter, live in the same house that I was bom in over on Ruyle
Street.

Q: Were you born in that house?

| :
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A: Yes. Of course, the granddaughter was born in a hospital but they
lived in the house. s L guess it would be close enough. They live

there now. They're buying the house. Dad just rented the house. It

just happens to be a goincidence.

Q: Were your mother end father from Roodhouse? ‘let's start with your
father. Was he from Roodhouse?

A: T can't go back too far in my line on my father's side. Nothing on
the Coffman's really, except his mother, my father's mother. She was a
Taylor and her grandmother was a Thompson. I take care of one of the
oldest cemeteries out there, the Thompson cemetery, about two miles from
town. That's the only cemetery that I know of around here where there's
a Revolutionary War sg¢ldier buried who died on his farm. That's on Dad's
farm, \

Q: The cemetery's on%your father's farm?

A: No, no. My fathe#'s great grandfather's famm. I'd be the fourth
generation. He'd be my great, great grandfather--no, fifth generation.

Q: What was his name?
A: Thompson, Private John Thompson.
Q: Private Thompson?

A: Private John Thompson. He never got very far in the ranks but, you
see, the revolution was fought by militia men, as you well know. You
know as well as I do your history. And he was from Virginia. He just, I
guess, just took a club or his gun and went with the army whenever they
marched through there., They protected their own homes. He was in the
Battle of Yorktown and Guilford. I've got some information on him. I've
got his--I guess I've got an original of his discharge, a copy of it from
the war. And it said he was under General Greene. I remember that guy's
name. It told who hisjcaptain was. And he was a private. My grandfather
was--it'd be my great pgrandfather.

Q: Was he alive when jou were a boy?

A: 0Oh, no, no. I don't even remember. Yes, I remember two great
grandfathers, but I don't remember my grandfathers. They lived to be
real old men, my great grandfathers. One of them's name was Taylor. That
was on my father's mother's side and the other was named--I was thinking
before you came up. Iidon't think straight though. I can't remember too
much. I remember my great grandfathers, but I don't remember my
grandfathers. Now I kpow who my great, great, grandfather, what his name
wag. His name was Walfer Taylor, and then Preston was my great grandfather
and he was on my fathet's side. And Mary was my grandmother and my
father's real sis. I'm the fifth generation., That's doing pretty good
for not being a genealggist.

Q: Was your mother frd¢m Roodhouse?
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A: She's born in Manchester and she is--well, I'm almost all British.
My mother's father, Rpbert Shaw, he came from Chester, England. And he
used to go back and visit there,

Was that your mother s father?

Yes,

His name was Shaw?

> e R

Yes, Robert Shaw. There's an old Bible there that he brought over
with him, I might have showed it to you. I've been there, Margaret and
I've been back there twice to visit cousins.

Q: Where at?

A: In Chester, England.

Q: In Chester, England?

A: Yes.

Q: What year did you go over there? How long ago has that been?

A: When was the first trip to England, Margaret, 1976 wasn't it? (wife

shakes head) Nineteen seventy-two, yes. Then we went over again later,

I guess the last trip was--maybe it was 1976. I don't know. I'd go over
again if I felt like it. They had the red carpet rolled out,

Q: So you've been over twice?

A: Yes. Wasn't it four years later? You don't want to be taped? (wife
shakes head)

Q: Did her mother and father come?

A: Her father came from Chester, England, but her mother's father came
from England Her mother was a Gidney and her parents came from England.
I don't know whereabouts in England.

Q: So did they come directly from England or how'd they get here?
A: I've wondered about that myself.
Q: Did she ever say anything, your mother?

A: Well, my mother did not know. I don't think. It wasn't important to
her, as much as it is to me. But they were both dead before I came

along. My grandfather died in 1906 and I was born in 1907, otherwise T'd
been twisting his ear, I guess. But I know quite a bit about his folks.
I've got some old letters and other things. That's how I went back and
found these people and pictures, English pictures, quite a bit of stuff.

I keep it up at the bank so I won't lose it. But it's kind of interesting
really and they were what you call yeoman farmers. I don't know if
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you're English or very class conscious just like other people. And of
course land as you know probably in England, most of it was owned by the
_ But there is some land in isolated cases
owned by private indis 1s. They're called the gentry. And one of
these cousins was of gentry. His father owned a farm. That's how I
come to find out aboutj it. He showed me where his father's farm was, I
said, "You still own ijt?" He said, 'Oh, no. When I retired I sold it."
So I imagine it must have brung a pretty good price because land is very
rare, you know., He p bly sold it back to some of the Royal Dukes or
something like that. [T don't know. He didn't elaborate on it, and he
wasn't making a big out of it. I said, '"Well, tell me now most of
?" They ran the farm for the owners, you see.

ts are today?

A: No. They were morie like a manager. See, the Duke of Sip and Sap or
whatever, he owned thg land and this family managed it and lived on it,
and if they were good enough, if they did the job, I guess, they went
from generation to generation to generation. They was, well, let's see,
I know of three or % generations of his people that lived in Hatton
and Hall., I've been re, a great big three story, well, it's like a
hall. Instead it was fthe name of the home. They named their farms and
that was where he used to go back to visit. That's how I know about it.
I went there. Some d Woolly owns it now. I looked him up. Or his
father owns it and he was kind of a manager. But I saw him.

Q: You said you had gome sisters. How many were in your family?
A: Three. I'm the olidest. Two sisters.

Q: Are they younger? |

A: Yes, they're younger than T am. I'm the oldest. T have a sister who
is very 1il1, however, in Texas right now. I'd like to be able to go down
and see her, but I don t think, I don't believe I could make the trip.
The other sister lives in town here, Mrs. Elaine Ferguson. Adelaine and
Elaine are my two sisters. She's the youngest one. I'm the oldest one.

Q: So there's three in your family then?

A: Yes, the oldest sister's three years younger than I am. Elaine is
five years younger than I am.

Q: You said one lives in Texas and the other lives in town.

A: Yes, El Paso, Texas.

Q: Getting back to your father, was he always from Roodhouse?

A: Well, my father was, yes. He was bom right out here on this other

hard road. You see across the road. It's just a briar patch now, but
there used to be a house back there he told me. He was born there.
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What direction is that?

Q

A: East. i

Q: East, okay, so hejlived ten miles east?

A: That's where he born. He didn't live there all the time. His
dad was just a tenant| faxmer. He couldn't stay in one spot. He moved
here and then he movefl to another place, and then they packed their
covered wagon and over to Missouri somewhere. They'd stay over
there probably in the| summer. Then they'd come back over here in the
winter.

Q: Your father's father, what was his occupation?

A: My father's fa ? 1 guess you could call him a farmer. He didn't
ow his land. He was|{ kind of a roustabout actually. My mother's folks
were different t My dad's mother, by the name of Taylor, Preston
Taylor, would be my ggeat grandfather, owned quite a bit of land out here
at one time, but he ljived so long that he used it all up.

Q: That was your motimer's father?

A: No, my father's grandfather. It'd be my great grandfather. I
remember him.

Q: So he was a famer living out in the same direction where your father
lived?

A: Yes, only north.

Northeast then? |
z

No, it wouldn't e been northeast., It'd been northwest.

Your mother's father, what was his occupation?

> o » o

: Well, he was educpted in medicine in England, but he never followed
it when he came over here. I don't know if he ever got a license or if
he tried to get one, but doctors were a dime a dozen way back then.
There were a lot of dpctors. It took about two years is all in this
country. In England it might have took a little bit longer. I was a
pharmacist, and the (bllege of Medicine turned out doctors also. When
got out of schooli you either followed medicine or Pharmacy or some of
them followed both, medicine and phammacy. Cause that's all the same
about. But when he came over here, he never followed it. He became a
tiler. He knew something about engineering. The reason I know was that
my mother said farmers would come to him and want him to run a grade on
tiling, That's before this land was tiled. He took it out with a spade,
him and his help. The boys would run a grade on the land and called it a
ditch. So he must know something about engineering. That's what he did
most of the time.
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Q: When was he doing this? What year? Did your mother ever say?

A: T can tell you about what year. He died in 1906 and he was doing it
until about the 1880s. My mother was born in 1885. I know he was doing
it then. He'd been retired for some time. Actually he bought a farm
down in southern Illinois and died soon after.

Q: So he helped cleax this flat land that was prairie?

A: Well, he did not clear it, he tiled it. He wasn't a fammer. He was
a doctor without a joby really. There were children to follow. My mother
said she never r red a doctor coming to the house. He'd always go
to the pharmacy, and Bave the pharmacist fill a certain prescription for
this or that. In thoge days it was simple more or less. Well, let's
see., I said British.,| He was from England, Chester, England., His wife's
father was a--well, his father's mother's name was Gindy. That's an
English one. So my mgther is a first generation American from him, and
her mother was a first generation American, I guess. Her mother was born
in this country. My father, I ran him back four or five generations, and
never can get him outsgide this country. I don't know where he--he always
said he was Scotch, thought. He wasn't sure, or British, He didn't
know and didn't give 4 hoot. My grandfather was a Coffman. He came from
Kentucky., I've got Civil War discharge stuff,

Q: Your grandfather?

A: Coffman. My grandfather Coffman, he's the one I don't know much
about, but it says on:this discharge that he was discharged in Illinois.
But he was from Todd Gounty, Kentucky.

Q: Did he enlist in the Civil War?

A: In the Civil War, jyes. He ran away from home actually. I think he
got up in here--he ran away with the ammy.

Q: Where did he enli#t then? Did it say?

A: From Illinois, I guppose--I don't know. It doesn't say. But it said
where he was discharged. I can't even find that town anymore. Henkley
or something--a littl¢ town, you know, in Illinois.

Q: Did it give his fegiment that he was in, on the discharge papers?

A: Yes, yes., His trdop number, it gave that. It said he was in Company
C, I think.

Q: Would that be Illinois or Indiana?

A: Yes, it was Illingis. So it was probably the Illinois troops going
down. You see, the state was divided.

Q: Your father was gging back and forth to Missouri as a kid but what
was his first job? Was there a school in Roodhouse then? Did he go to
school here?
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A: Most of his schooling is right up here. You don't know where it is.
There's no school there. You know where--it's the first road that runs
east from this hard rqad. There used to be a Pleasant Hill school and
church there. And that's where he got all of his schooling. Three
years, that's all he got, my father., But he did pretty well. He could
write and read. He ngver forgot. He had the memory out of this world.
He sure did. That's Him there. He was quite a man. He believed it was
all right, T mean, railroad people, the trains. He was local
chairman. He could it in general terms. The reason he did he said he
didn't have that much tion., He could hollar and snort for $15 a
week. But he could tglk. He could talk. He could make you understand
it, too. But people gtill respected him. He was a fighting official
when they'd have troulle. They respected that. There's a difference
between being liked ar{d being respected, you know.

Q: Did he ever say if] he would have liked to have gone into more
education?

A: Yes,

Q: Was there something that happened that he couldn't have gone to
school more?

A: They didn't have the money and they had to work. His dad didn't
recognize the value of an education and so he went to work, That was as
soon as Dad was able. He told me one time on one of these trips to
Missouri that he went broke coming back. He hadn't enough to eat. I
think my grandmother told my mother and of course, my mother was her
daughter. But Dad got with somebody selling Fleischmann's yeast cakes.
He made fifteen cents and they bought some cornmeal. That's what they
came back to Illinois on. She said she'd never leave again and she
didn't either. They might never have made it back, and they might have
starved to death. But Dad, yes, he recognized the value of an education.
I'l1 tell you why he did. Well, you know why he did, not having any
himgelf. I was raised on the other side of the tracks. It's the last
house north. That's the only home I remember. I wasn't born there but I
remember it. I was there until I got out of college, and when I was
about, I guess, a sophomore in high school or something--I was sitting on
the porch. He was there working on a work train or something. I'd see
him about once a week sometimes sitting out there. There's a train make
up out there--busy, they're busy--trains every hour. I said, "I'd sure
really be glad to get out of high school." He said, "Why? What's your
hurry?" I said, "So I could get a job on a freight." Boy, I'm telling
you I thought he was gping to slug me. He jumped up off that porch. His
face turmed red. He said, 'Listen here. Get that out of your head!
You're not going to work on a railroad if I have anything to say about
it. Get it out of your head! You're going to leam something!™ I said,
"I don't know what I'll do." He wouldn't listen. And that stopped my
career right there. So I wound up going to school. He recognized the
fact that schooling was an advantage, from a lack of it, you see.

Q: What was his occupation then when you were a boy?
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A: The railroad. It's the only thing I ever knew him to do. But when I
was a kid growing up I didn't see him very often. He worked on various
things. He worked on & farm. As I say, his dad was just a tenant farmer.
He didn't get to go tojschool, never, not much. He did help a painter
for a while before he Lecame a railroad person. He was lucky enough that
he went to work for thé railroad which was pretty silly as far as salaries
are concerned, if you had enough whiskers, that's what they used to say
in the ammy. He went work in 1904, That's three years before I was
born. For the C and I{ M. I forget what the name of the other railroad
was, out of Danville. {And then he came over here and had it out. In
that day and age there{was a kind of time period for the railroad. Only
an experienced man d get a job. Then they moved from here, over from
the city to work on Katy.

Q: The what?

A: Katy. That's the M. K. and T. called Katy Railroad. It's a big
railroad. Then he came back here and went to work. And Mom said that
the only way she was going to get him to stay in one place was to get him
in debt. So he bought that little house where I said I was about raised
up there, Paid two hundred dollars down. Then he borrowed six, seven,
eight hundred. He wasn't going to lose that two hundred dollars. So
that's the only way he had saving it. You know, he had quite a history.
He'd be traveling yet, I guess, if he'd been living. He was a good
railroad man. He knew what he was doing, and back in those days you had
to switch every town, you know. He was in freight service mostly. At
every town you did most of the switching yourself, You know, they'd just
drop them off, and a couple of them and go on. But you didn't have them
then. You'd unload a couple of box cars. Anything in them, you'd unload
them. Box car freight was hard work, but he was a stout, strong man.

Q: You said that the union was named what?
A: The Brotherhood of Railroad Traimmen. That was them.
Q: Was there a union when your father started railroading?

A: It was in the early days, the very early days I remember he used to
work for Eugene B. Debs, who, well, was in prison. Well, Dad still was
voting for him. He was for unions he said. But Dad wasn't a troublemaker.
The railroad men didn't have much trouble in their unions because they

had good men at the head of it. Oh, we had a strike occasionally, but I
never knew of a strike when he was in office. He became the local chairman.

Q: Was that the beginning of his career?

A: No, that was later, But at the beginning of his career he, I'm sure,
belonged to the railroed union if they had one. You couldn't hardly work
if you didn't. Other guys would make it miserable for you. You'd leave

a soul puss, They had a few No Bills. They called them No Bills.

Q: No Bills?
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A: No Bills, yes.

Q: Were they like the Wobblies party?

A: You're thinking of a political party.

Q: Were they with the railroad union?

A: No, well, they had so many. But the No Bill's didn't belong to the
unions, A scab was they br t in to break up a strike, you see.
He was the worst I guess if you had to break a union. Some guys,
kids, not all of would try to get out of paying dues. They were

pretty high.,
Q: Do you remember

A: I can remember t
That was big pay. Of

s take home pay when you were a boy?

hundred dollars a pay. That's every two weeks.

{ course, you didn't have all these deductions either.

Q: Did you have any taxes?

A: We didn't have income taxes probably, but I couldn't remember,

Two

hundred dollars a month. He had three children and that was pretty good

money in those days.

would now. You see, a pretty good job--you always had a job.

had enough seniority.

Two hundred dollars would buy what $1200 or $1400
I mean, he
The way that works, you bump off the one below

you. And he was never out of work. When it finally gets down to the

last guy's job, he's out of work forever.

bunch of silliness.

That's going to sound like a

Q: Do you remember the railroad strike in Roodhouse?

A: Yes., I remember
the shopmen. I remem
boilermkers.

That's when this was
Q: Where was this?

A: At the depot over]
boilermakers, helpers

and there were trades
remember the strike

See-~dpwn there.

the shop strike. That was the maintenance department,
ber that well., That had to do with the machinist,
We had all kinds of crafts blacksmiths.
juite a railroad town.

there. We had a roundhouse, there. We had

, machinists and helpers and carpenters, blacksmiths
They did the framework of the railroad. Yes, I

ry well. I was a boy in high school yet, I

graduated in 1925,
that's about right.
They had their scabs.

I

would have been in high school in 1921. Yes,
es, I remember it. Dad was local chairman here.
They were strike breakers they brought in and were

mairwells, most of them.

Q: Where were they from?
A: They'd get them from everywhe

Do you remember?

re. The railroads had a way of knowing

and they had an old hotel, the Illinois Hotel, over there across from
where the depot used to be, a brick building. And they'd keep them in

that old hotel.

Of course, these guys were rabid angry. They'd been on










































