PREFACE
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the bank are from working in it as a bookkeeper the last fifteen
months before the banking operations were moved to New Shawneetown.
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The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.




Frances Coffee, September 12, 1978, Shawneetown, Illinois.

Horace Q. Waggoner, Interviewer.

Q. . . . worry about that at all. It's started now and it'll just tape
whatever we say. And what I'l1l be doing here is taking down——this is a
word list so we can check for spellings later on and that sort of thing.
It helps the transcriptionist. Let's see. Just as a starting reference

point, what is your birthdate?

A, October 8.

Q. 8th of October. In what vear?
A. 1915.

Q. And where were you born?

A. I was born in Gallatin County. In Ridgway Township.

Q. I see. (moves microphone) Okay. And when did you move to 0ld

Shawneetown or did you live in 0ld Shawneetown?

A. Yes. (long pa?se) I think it was about 1932.

. I see. Was thgt with your family or . .

I1.1lived with my brother and his wife and family.

. When did you jqin the bank?

b - bg <

I think it was 'in January of 1940.

Q. You evidently had finished school, then, before you moved to
Shawneetown, is that right?

A. No, I finished high school in 1935.
Q. Oh, I see. In 0ld Shawneetown?

A, Yes.

0ld
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Q. Where did you get your training to work in the bank?

A. At the bank. (laughs)

Q. In the bank. So, in 1940, when you started there, I see.
A. I started as a bookkeeper.

Q. Who was in charge of the bank, who was the president of the bank
when you joined it?

A, I really don't know who the president was but Mr. Max Galt was
the cashier. And T worked under him.

Q. And who else dé you remember having worked in the bank when you
joined it then in 19407

A., Mr. Carroll Goetzman. And Ethel Sutton.
Q. What was her capacity?

A. Well, at the time, I think, she was the bookkeeper., Until I was
" employed and then I think she was a teller.

Q. I see., Any other people involved at that time?
A, Mr., Goetzman and Mr. Galt were the only two besides her,

Q. So there was the two and then a teller and a bookkeeper, then.
Four people pretty much operated . . .

A, Mr, Goetzman was also a teller.

Q. I see. Could you describe the lobby of the bank as it was when
you joined in 1940, or during the time you were there?

A. Well, T think it extended across the length of the buiiding, the
front of it.

Q. The counter?

A. Yes, I'm pretty sure that the floor had tile on it. And I don't
remember the color or anything. And then, I'm pretty sure there was
tile back in the teller . . .

Q. Behind the counter?

A, Behind the counter, too. Yes,
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Q. Did the counter extend completely from one wall to the other wall?
A, With the exception of one door over on the right.

Q. As you came in the front door, there was a door on your right?

A. Yes., And it lead back to the offices, Mr. Galt's office, and Mr.
Roedel, Mr. Charlie Roedel, had an office in the back., And I think
he had three rooms and Mr. Galt had one room.

Q. T see, When.you came in the front door and you turned to the
right and went through a door into a hallway or an office, was that

a hallway or an office there?

A. Well, when you came in the front door, you entered the lobby,

Q . Yes. Okay -

A. And then you Just walked to the right end of the lobby to get to
the offices in the back. ,

Q. Okay. But was there a small room to the right as you walked in
the lobby door? 1f you went to the right was there a small room there?

A, I can't remember one.

Q. But the offices, then, that y0u went to by going around that way
were in the back of the bu1ld1ng, then?

A, Yes. §

Q. I see. Now, ad you come in, you face the counter. On the left
was there a door lepding back to Mr. Roedel's office?

A, Well, I can't remember one in the lobby, but there was one that
came from his office into the teller section.

Q. I see. There was no way to get behind the counter from in fromt
of it on the left end as you faced the counter? )

A. I can‘t--I'm sure there wasn't any.
Q. How many teller windows were there?

A. I really don t know. I know there were at least three and possibly
four.

Q. Okay. Do you remember what the top of the teller's counter was
made of?
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A, (pause) I don't.

Q. Would you say it was wooden or was it marble or . . .

A, I don't think it was wood.

Q. You don't think it was wood.

A.' No, I'm pretty sure it wasn't wood, but I don't know if it was
slate or marble. I'm really not sure about that., And I haven't

been back since we moved.

Q. I see. Yes. Well, of course, it's not there right now. The
building's been cleared.

A. I only worked there about fifteen months,

Q. I see. Okay. Above that counter, now, I understand there was a
grillework. Could you describe that grillwork?

A. Not very well,
Q. Was it made of iron, an iron grillwork or . . .

A. Well, I'm not sure about that either. I think it was, but I'm
not real sure.

Q. Do you remember anything about the color scheme of the lobby? Do
you remember what Qhe walls were?

A. No, I don't. §

|

!
Q. Do you remember anything about the texture of the walls? Were
they plaster or wallpaper?

A. No, I'm sorry, but I just can't remember anything about the lobby.

Q. Okay. Now, let's see, Mr. Galt's office was onme of the back rooms,
Do you recall being in that office very much?

A. Not much. He was usually pretty busy and he had a secretary, so
there wasn't any reason for any of the other employees to . . .

Q. Okay. There were two desks, then, at least in his office?
A. Oh, yes. I would think so.

Qs And do you recall how they were oriented? Did they face the
windows or face the door as you came in or . . .
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A. I don't know. I can't remember that.

-

Q. How about Mr. Roedel's office? Do you recall having been in Mr.
Roedel's office?

A, Well. Probably a time or two. I think that he had an office and
then, his sister, Miss Emma, had an office, And then I think the third
room was just a library.

Q. I see. So, hig library . . .

A, His law books.; Yes, He was a lawyer.

- Q. That was separéte from the room in which he had his desk, then?

A. Yes. 1I'm sure it was, yes.

Q. I see., Was his room on the side—street side of the bank, I guess
that's the way you describe it. Where the highway runs beside the

bank there. Was it on that side of the bank?

A. No. I think his office was in the center, I believe his sister's
office was next to :that highway.

Q. I see. But those offices were on that side as opposed to the . . .
A. They were directly behind the bank section.

Q. The lobby itself?

A, Yes,

Q. Normally people didn't enter his office through that lobby, thoggh?

A. No, they came through the back, the side door of the bank, I'm not
sure that door's still there.

Q. Yes.,

.A. But there was a door. And that's where his . . .

Q. The one with concrete steps leading up to the second level?
A, Yes,

Q. Do you ever remember entering that door? Did you ever enter the
bank through that door?

A. DNot for work, It's possible that I did, maybe a time or two,
you know,
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—_

Q. Well, if you could visualize, do you remember anything about the
hallway that you entered when you came in that door? (pause) For
example, where was the stairway located that went up to the next level?

A. I believe it was on the left,
Q. Against the back wall of the bank, then?
A, Yes., I'm sureithat's where it was.

Q. Did it run strjight from the bottom of the top or did it go up
to a landing and tHen turn and go up to the top? Do you remember that?

A. Not distinctly. I think it just went so far and then, as you say,
there was a landing there that turned.

Q. Okay. And in going up to that landing, would you have to climb
steps directly toward the back wall of the bank and themn turn right
and go on up to the upstairs?

A. That's the way .I remember it,

Q. Okay. Good. Under that stairway, do you recall whether it was
enclosed or not? Was there a wall there underneath it?

A. I don't remember.

Q. Okay. Back in the lobby now, do you recall anything about the
lighting fixtures ig the lobby?

A. (pause) No.

Q. Were they ceilipng fixtures, hanging from the ceiling or were they
wall fixtures or . | « Do you recall?

A, I think they were, or may have been, from the ceiling.

Q. Okay, but you don't remember distinctly anything?

A, No, I don't remember anything, now.

Q. Do you remember any lighting in the building at all, any place?
A. No., T think what impressed me, and other people, too, was the
outside. Of course, it looked like an enormous building from the
outside, I think, as a youngster, you know, and a child, you were

sort of afraid of it. (laughs)

Q. Yes, I can imagine.
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A. I know I was when they asked me to work there,
Q. What sense of feel did you have when you looked at the building?

A. Well, of course, I was proud that it was in our town but I really
wasn't sure whether I wanted to go in there. (laughs)

Q. Where specifically did you work in the lobby? Did you have a desk?
. ! :

A. Well, yes. 1 ﬁad a desk and then, the posting machine. I, you

know, did more posﬁing than anything when I first began work. It was

over on the left. !

Q. As you came in the front door, it was to the left?

A. Yes. Yes. And then, I did have a desk to do my bookwork. And

then, about--oh, I guess the last six months I worked there, I was

also a teller, but I continued my bookkeeping work, too,

Q. So that was on the left behind the counter. 1In order to get there,
the only way you cquld reach that position was to go to the right as
you came in the frjnt door, around and behind the counter and then
down to that. ; '

A. That's the only entrance I can remember. 1 don't ever remember
going in on the left., Now, it's possible there was one there but I
just can't remember,

Q. You don't remember any swinging doors there?

A. (indicates negative)

Q. There seems to have been a door going back into Mr. Roedel's
office there, which had glass in it, Do you recall that ., . . from
that left end of the counter? :

A, Yes, I think it bad, about half of the door was glass,

Q. But behind it, toward the front of the bank, you don't recall any
opening there? ’

A, I don't remember a door there at all. 1It's possible there was
one there, but I don't believe I ever used it. I think I just came
in from the right side.

Q. Was there any other desk besides yours behind the counter there?

A. Yes, there were three or four other desks.
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Q. Oh? How were they oriented? Were they . . .

A. 1 think they all faced the lobby.

Q. Across the counter, then?

A. Yes.

Q. So, perhaps, there'd be one between each teller position or was
that . . .

A. I think that's;about the way they were arranged.

Q. Did they have swivel chairs, do you recall, with those or were
they.oo :

A. Yes, and most of those were brought out here.

Q. Oh?

They were the strajght back and had the carved work in them, you know.

A. And then, in tte lobby, we had, oh, they were lovely antique chairs.
And then the curve@ arms. Real antiques.

Q. This was out in front of the counter, then. For people to wait . . .
A. Yes. They were in the lobby.

Q. Did you ever hear anyone say how old they thought those chairs
were?

A, No. I never——hut we used them in the new building out here for
some time. That's why I remember those so well, I think. Because
I don't remember anything too well down there.

Q. On those chairs, now, did they have a rounded top to them like--—
that kind of hump there. (points to upholstered chair in conference
room) Were they up=--rounded?

A. Yes, but they were much higher than that. And then they had the
carving on the back of those,

Q. What kind of seat did they have in them? Do you recall? Was it
rush or . . .«

A, It was just a plain wooden seat.

Q. Wood seat?
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A. Yes.

Q. How about the window coverings? Were there any drapes at the windows
at all in the lobby there?

A, I can't remember any.
Q. Do you recall shutters there on the windows? Large shutters?
A. I think that's all there was, just the shutters.

Q. Okay. Let's see., Had you ever been on the level above that of
the bank?

A. No, I was never up above the bank.
Q. Let's see now, the bank closed in 1942 down there, didn't it?

A. Those are . . . (laughs) We've discussed that and--my husband was
a barber at the time and he moved his barbershop out here and they
moved at different |times. And he and a brother, Warren, I don't know
if you're going to linterview him, but he had a grocery store. And I
think that he and ®y husband are a year apart on that. One thinks it
was 1941 and one tHinks it was 1942. So I'm really not sure when we

moved.

Q. But you say yoy worked there for about eighteen months starting . ; .
A, Fifteen, about‘fifteen months. We moved out in April. I remember
that, But I'm so donfused about--it was 1941 or 1942,

Q. What I was wondering is, do you have any idea, at that time, what
the upper levels wejre used for? Were there any uses at all?

A. Well, at that time, I don't think there was. There were people
who lived there at one time. Because I know, during the flood, Mr.
Galt, who was cashier of the bank, was there most of the time. Although
I think the latter part they were moved out. But they lived there.

Q. Now, was this Max Galt or . . .
A. Yes. Max Galt. And this Mr. Galt you're going to interview, I
think he's--he was probably in school at the time. I think he was

there.

Q. How about the basement of the building? Do you recall anything
about 1t?

A, No, I was never in the basement.,
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Q. Do you recall any offices or any activity that was being carried
on in the basement?

A, No, I don't think there was anything in the basement, The furnace
was probably down there, the janitor took care of that, And I can't
ever remember even thinking about . . . (laughs)

Q. I see, Who was the janitor at that time?

A. I don't know..

Q. (pause) On the putside of the bank at that time, where did the iron
fence run? Where was it located at that time?

A. Well, if there was any at all, it was on the side.
Q. On the kind of balustrades bgsides the steps?

A.. Yes; |

Q. You don't recall any along the sidewalk area there?
A, No, I think there was at one time, but . . .

Q. There wasn't at that time,

A. Some of the older pictures, I think, they showed some, but T don't

1
remember seeing any,
{

Q. At one time, on%the second level--now, you described one entryway
at the back that yo? went up to Mr. Roedel's office. On the opposite
side, there's also ?xactly the same stairway coming in a door and . . .
A. Aund there was aifence there.

Q. Oh?

A. The best I can remember and it lead over to the next building.
There was a vacant lot there I think, at the time, and there was an
iron fence there, I think.

Q. In front of the open areca there?

A, Not~-I really--I guess you'd have to go to the back of the bank
and around it to get to that entrance, :

Q. You don't remember a walkway, then, that went down along the side
of the bank on that side?
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A. I can't remembar, 1It's possible there was one, but I don't, I

don't remember, ;

Q. At that time, was the kitchen still there?  The kitchen was a wooden
structure at the top of those stairs on the east side of the building.
Do you recall a wooden structure there at that time? :

" A. <(indicates negative)

Q. It was probably gone by that time.

A. T don't remembdr that.

Q. Do you recall outbuilding further away from the bank on that
corner? On that ndrtheast corner of the bank? It was a carriage house
at one time, !

A. No, I don't.
Q. It was probably gone by that time.

A, I don't remember that, either.

Q. Okay. Behind the bank, do you recall any surfacing at all? Brick
surfacing as a driveway that went behind the bank, immediately behind it?

A. I remember the house, the residence right behind it, but between
those two, I don't femember.

Q. Do you know who| lived there at that time?

A. Yes. Guy Lambe%t._

Q. Guy Lambert?

A, Yes, And that house is out here now.

Q. ©Oh, they moved }t up here?

A, Yes. It was mo%ed out here,

Q. On the sides of the steps, on those balustrédes where you said there
were iron fences, do you recall the lights there? Ware the lights still
there? There was one on each one.

A, Let's get back to this house.

Q. Oh, excuse me,




Frances Coffee 12
A. I'm not real positive about that. But I'm pretty sure that it was

moved out here., I'm not positive of that.

Q. 1T see.

A. But there were so many of them that were and I think that that was
one of them,

Q. Okay. Guy Lambert is still around, isn't he?

A., No. He's dead. He was in charge of the ferry. His daughter lives
here.

Q. And whatfs her name?

A. Myrtle Schwanders.

Q. Myrtle., How do you spell . . .

A, S—C—H—W—A¥N~D~E~Rﬂ5.

Q. Okay. And she lives here in Neﬁ Shawneetown?
A. Yes.

Q. Let's see., I guess the sidewalk in front of the building was
concrete in 1940 was it or was it still brick?

A. It was concrete,

Q. How about the sidewalk on the highway side of the building?

A. I think it was concrete.

Q. Let's see. Can you think of anything else while you were working
in the lobby there that struck you about that lobby? Any peculiarities
or things that bothered you or anything about the lobby that we haven't

nentioned?

A. Well, nothing bothered me, I was just interested in my work., I've
always loved it, but I can't remember anything.

Q. Okay, one thing we haven't touched on is the vault area. Could you
describe what the vault area looked like, the doors and that sort of
thing to the vault?

A. Well, I believe the entrance faced the west, I mean the east. I
believe. That's the way I remember it. -
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Q. Okay. Do you remember doors on it? What types of doors it had?
How many doors? '

A. No.

Q. I think that, there seems to be some doubt yet, but theé doors to
the vault here, down where Harmon's Ready-to-Wear is now, may have
come from that building. Do you know whether they did or not?

A, Well, I was th‘nking they did., I was afraid to say because I
wasn't real sure; But I'm--I think that they came from down there.
I know the safe did.

Q. The safe that's inside there?

A, Yes.

Qe which they canlt get out now without taking the wall. (laughter)

A. I'm positive that it came from there, but I'm not too sure about
the doors. Although I believe they did.

Q. - Okay. Do you ﬁemember whether they had--well, presumably then they -
had the same combination type thing that they have now.

A, Yes. !

| _

Q. You don't recaql the color of the doors down in the old bank?
i

A. No, I don't. |

Q. Okay. Let's seé, now. You remembered tile on the floor. Do yoﬁ
remember any marble, work around the walls of the lobby?

A. No.

Q. Let's see., (pause)

A. As 1 said, I've never gone back since we moved out. I've never
been in the building since we moved out, I probably--If I had, I'd

probably notice things that were different when I worked there.

Q. (chuckles) I see. Now, let's see, Max Galt was cashier. Do you
remember Mr. Wiederhold working there?

A, No, Mr, Wiederhold was dead when I was there. I'm not sure if he
was connected with this bank or the other bank. I think it was called
the City Nationmal,
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Q. City National Bank.

A, Yes; _

Q. Yes, I saw it %his morning. T drove by there.

A. But he was dea% when I started working there.

Q. I see, Do youirecall Elizabeth Taylor working there?

A. No, she workedibefore I did.

Q. I think she pu&_in a summer or something there, Okay. So, let's
see, We have Mr., @Galt, Mr. Goetzman, Ethel Sutton, Charlie Roedel.
Do you recall anyone else, now, that might have been working in the

bank at that time? .

A. No, those were—Mr. Roedel didn't actually work in the bank. He,
he was just a lawyer and had his office in the bank building.

Q. I see. Now, was he the-—there were two Roedel lawyers there. Was
Charlie Roedel the father or the son, do you recall?

A. Well, as far as I'm concerned he was the father because he was the
only one that I knew that was a lawyer., He had a son, Charles, but I
don't think he ever became a lawyer., But maybe John did. He also had
a son named John an{l maybe he became a lawyer. :

Q. Okay. Let's sep. Oh, what was Charlie Roedel's sister's name?

A. Emma.

Q. That was Miss Ejma, Okay. Did she not marry, then, or was it ., . .

A. No, she was never married.
Q. I see. So her name was Roedel also.
A. Yes,

Q. Okay, now, part of the objective here is, of course, to determine
what the bank looked like in various stages. Another objective is to
find the location of as much documentation and photographs and artifacts
as we can. You've already mentioned some artifacts that were moved up
from there, the chairs and the safe doors and that sort of thing. Can
you think of any documentation on the bank, or from the bank, which
exists any place?
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A. (pause) None at all.

Q. Okay. You knoy of no forms or letterhead paper that's been saved
or anything from t@e bank. :

|
A. (indicates negitive)

Q. None at all, then.

A. It's possible qhat there's some around but I don't know where it
-would be.

Q. Okay.

A. A lot of that was in the basement of the bank, that was moved from--
when it came here, but ., . .

Q. Here in New Shawneetown.

A. Yes., I don't know.what they did with it when they cleaned the
place up. '

Q. I'm afraid that Larry Morse and somebody else were given a job to
get rid of it and ﬁhey did.

A, Yes. I had some cancelled checks there and I went over one day
after them and they were gone. (laughs) So, they probably destroyed
those, too. :

i
Q. Okay., Now, what about artifacts. Were any of those chairs that
were moved up to the other bank then, in turn, brought up here to.

this—-are they in this bank?

A. No. None at all. We didn't bring . . . I'don't think we brought
any of the old furnfiture., I think it was sold.

Q. Are there any spuvenir type of things, like ashtrays and that sort
of thing, that may have been brought to this bank? |

A, You mean from the 0ld?

Q. Yes. That would have been . . .
A. No, none,

Q. . . . there originally. Okay.

A. At that time, I don't think they had too many things given. Not
too many souvenirs.  (laughs)
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Q. Welll (laughter) Okay. And what about photographs? Do you know
of any photographs? Particularly we're looking for photographs before
1900, of course, or photographs of the inside of the bank and they
seem to--apparently the photographer in (0ld Shawneetown got wiped out
in the 1937 flood, so0 . . .

A. So many of those pictures were destroyed in the flood., That's . . .

Q. Do you remember any pictures or do you know of anyone that has any
that L] L] L o :

A, No, I sure donft.‘

.Q. Okay. Now, I'm not sure that you would know--on the bank--in 1835,
of course, the bank was formed. John Marshall and a group got together
and formed the one which eventually built the big bank down there. John
Marshall and Henry Eddy were two people, and Elizabeth Taylor, of course,
is related to both of those. Some others——there was a Gatewood, for
example, and a number of people like that. Do you have an idea of any
of the descendents of people who might have been connected with the bank
at that time? .

A. No, have you interviewed Opal Deitz?

Q. I haven't yet. I will be the week after next,.

A. She's our historian. And I'm sure she'd be able to tell, to tell
you those . . .

Q . Okay .
A. BShe's very good.
Q. I was supposed jto interview her this morning, but her daughter's in

from Texas, you know, and so we delayed it a couple of weeks here. Okay.
How about the name |{Siddall. Does that mean anything to you?

A, No, ;

Q. Okay., Or Saffofd?

A. No.

Qs A number.of people in those days moved away elsewhere , . .

A. That's right.

Qs .+ « « and they're not around here. Okay. Can you think of anything







