PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by
Miss Marjorie Taylor for the Oral History Office on May 2, 1973.

George R. Cline, born October 12, 1882, had passed his 90th birthday at
the time of this interview at his home in Chandlerville, Illinois on
May 2, 1973, He died a few weeks after reaching the age of 91 in
December 1973,

A native of Cass County where he spent his entire life, he was ome

of seven children of Telford Cline who had come to Illinois from
South Carolina and ry Edwards Cline whose father had been an
immigrant from EnglEid. Because George Cline grew up on a farm

and attended rural kchools, agriculture was a most important interest
throughout his long 1life.

His wife, Pearl Garper, was a former schoolteacher and descended from
the Reverend James Garner, a Methodist circuit rider who had moved to
Cass County, Illinoids in 1830.

In addition to his puccess in farming, Mr. Cline also made contributions
to the political and social life of Cass County. As a township supervisor
during the Depression, he was responsible not only for the welfare
programs in his towmship but committee assignments of the county board.
Later he was in charge of the storage bins which were erected by the
federal government as a part of the A.S.C. program. He also served

as school director and as a member of the local cemetery board. He

worked as a clerk in elections for 70 years which is probably the

record for Cass County if not the state, Active in Farm Bureau, Mr.

Cline served as manager of that organization's baseball team.

Mr. and Mrg., Cline had no children of their own but maintained a
clogse relationship with their nieces and nephews. George Cline
contributed much to Cass County.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
respongible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely., It may not be
reproduced in whole| or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.
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GEQRGE CLINE

May 2, 1973

Chandlerville, Illinois
Marjorie Taylor, Interviewer

Q. Begin by giving your name, your birthday and place of birth.

A. I am George R. Cline. I was born October 12, 1882 on a farm east
of Philadelphia in Philadelphia Township, Cass County, Illinois.

Q. I wish you'd begin telling about your earliest experience in public
service.

A. Well, I was born a Democrat. My birthday being the 12th of October,
the election was in November and I clerked my first election when I was
21 years old. I'm pyobably the oldest judge or clerk of elections in
Cass County. I've sdrved off and on and nearly continuously and I'm
now 90, I served lagt fall and this spring at the township election.

Q. I think that might be a record for the state,.even.
A. That's what Bill|Neff said.
Q. What responsibilities did you take next?

A, Oh, precinct compitteeman. Well, I started in early life as a precinct
committeeman and caryied that along. I changed locations into another
township. I still fillowed the same old story and they put me on a wonderful
job that I served abqut twenty-five years, as school director.

Q. Where was that?

A. At Oregon school{in the east end of the county. In 1936, when the
Depression was bad, Qe had an older supervisor. The relief was turned
over to the supervisor to take charge of, he resigned and asked if I'd
take his place. And I was appointed in 1936,

Q. Which township was that?

A. Panther Creek Township. I served there until 1949. Then I had work
that really pertained to agriculture. When your father Ciohn H. Taylor,
Agriculture Stabilization and Conservation (ASC) Office ] came over and
said they were having some trouble and wanted some help. They wanted me
to help them about azweek or such a matter and I told them I would. They
started to build thoge bins for the county, particularly for the corn
during the Depression. The Depression was about over, but they still had
to take care of the gorn.

Well, before.that, Seth McClintick wanted to know if I'd help him start
the bins., I said, "I don't know anything about bins." "Well," he says, :
"you can read a blueprint." I said, "Yes, I can read a blueprint but
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T never used steel, It was always wood." He said, '"Well, will you
stay and help us start?" And I said, "Yes, I will."

So I thought I had things pretty well under hand and I told my wife I

was bringing my tools home that night. Well, your father and Bill Stiltz
and Ewall Gerdes met me at the gate at Philadelphia where I was working,
said, "What are you doing?" I said, "I'm going to Ashland to help the
boys, give them a 1ift. They're stuck up there. It's not my job but

I'm going up because|I'm about ready to quit anyway.'" They sald, "You
just think you are."|{ And I said, "What's the matter?" '"Well," they said,
"we've got to have avcounty bin supervisor. "Well," I said, "I don' t
want a steady job." They said, "You can work it the way you want to."
"Well," I said, "I'll study on it until T get back from Ashland."

They went with me to; Ashland and got the boys started, came back and I

said, "Well, I'll see my doctor tonight and 1f he says it won 't hurt
me, I'11 try it for #$ix weeks.'" I stayed eight years.

Q. What were the dates on that?

A. Dates? From 194?. . . well, eight years from 1949. T went in August,
1949 and eight years;ending in November, the 6th.

Q. That was quite a few bins to watch over, wasn't it?

A. Well, T built all of them.. We built all the bins. I'm the architect
and I didn't know anything about it, I told them; but they was very nice
to me, very nice. They never did cross me in any;hing.

Q. I'm sure they appreciated what you were doing.
A, 1 know they did. I know they did.

Q. Do you think that this farm program saved agriculture from complete
chaos and bankruptcy?

A. If it hadn't been for shutting off the money at the banks, with
Roosevelt at the timé, there wouldn't have been any farms. Little fellow
was going, your folks were going, my folks were going.

Q. It was a bad timé.

A. We had land, but.we didn't have any money. Money was unknown; we had
plenty of everything, food--was plentiful. There was plenty of food
everywhere, but at that time we hadn't gotten into this condition where
nobody raises food. Everybody raised some food, but when they went to
buy anything, they didn't have money to buy it with, At that time I was
feeding baby beeves until the Depression come. I give that over the
television one time for your father. I was raising baby beeves and I was
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doing fine, And when the work stopped, my baby beef price went to pieces.
T had to just really quit for a couple of years.

The market got so bad that one day I went to the house after I'd loaded
the cattle out for Chicago, I was afraid to go myself. The trucks went
out, my brother Ray Bad some cattle went at the same time, and I went to
the house. My wife gaid, "Well, how much are you going to lose?" I
said, "I don't know, !but I'1l show you in a minute what I've got to have
to break even," !

i
Q. Did you break ev?n?

A, I figured it allgup and left it laying on the dining room table. I
says, "Don't take it|off.," A big piece of paper. She said, "Well, I'm
afraid to take it off.'" (laughs) They went that day and then, the next
day, it was on the mgrket. The next day we got the mall and the money
was in there. Would|you believe it? I had a profit of $1.8l--for six
months feeding cattlg.

Q. You had fun feeding them and that was it,

A, That's all I done, I had to use the cattle. That was not counting
any investment on the money. That was just the feed., The money invested
wasn't counted. A dollar and eighty-one cents for working,

Q. Well now, how.did your crops like corn and wheat pay at that time?

A, During the Depression, it got as low as 13¢ a bushel, corn did.
And T shipped hogs to St. Louis for $2.90 a hundred. And it took 40¢ to
pay the commission and yardage and travel. I got 2¢ a half a pound,

Q. Well now, you couldn't come out on that.
A, About six dollars and something apiece. (laughter)
Q. Did the taxes go down at that time?

A, No, they didn't go down, but they wasn't paid. Now, while on the
board of supervisorsj taxes wasn't paid, and they was delinquent, and
scandalous. They figally come back and some of them~-we got some tax
money back from people that paid their taxes. Well, we didn't distribute
it. We paid the fing. We distributed the taxes, but the fines—--for the
interest on that mondy, we kept inthe general fund. That was what built
the wing on the west side of the courthouse. I was chairman of the com-
mittee and that was built out of the interest off of taxes.

Now, our good friend--best friend in the world I ever had was R.C. Taylor,
and his son.Robert, we were very good friends. He grew up kind of under
my wing, you know. So he said, "George, I never knew you to do but one
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bad thing." T said, "What was that?"” He said, "You went along and
built that wing on the courthouse with the taxpayers' money, :and not

a vote.," T said, "Robert, I'm awful glad you mentioned that. You
haven't got a dime in that. You've paid your taxes. That was all paid
by poor folks that cduldn't pay their taxes.' That's true.

Q. A good way to usé up that money.
A, It was used for ihat.
Q. And it was space.that was needed.

A. Sure, it was needed. Need more, they ought to have built one on the
other side of the sate kind.

Q. When did you bec¢me a supervisor?

l
1

A. 1936,

Q. What were your duties as supervisor at that time?

A. Well, the duty of a supervisor as far as the county was concerned,

you had charge of everything in the poor relief, the roads, and everything
in your township. Byt you was on the board of supervisors , which con-
sisted of thirteen m¢n, eleven men, and they was appointed in committees,
on the road and bridge committees and courthouse and jail; each bunch had -
a duty to do. I've always said they was so generous with me and I didn't
know why 1t was, I was on four committees one year. I didn't know it
until I was on and I told them no more of that! Because that wasn't

fair to the rest of them, but-—it wasn't fair to me either.

Q. How much per day did you get for your services in 19367

A, 82,50 a day.

Q. Did you get any mileage?

A, You got mileage, yes, you got mileage., Five cents a mile, one way.

Q. Really, just two and a half cents a mile, then.

A. Yes, that's what it was.

Q. How often did the board of supervisors meet?

A, They met as a board every three months. That was their regular meetings,

every three months. Of course, the committees had to get together when
they had to have materials, things like that. They had to take care of that.
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Q. What committees did you serve on?

A, Road and bridge, courthouse and jail, legislative. . . and appointing
and elections. I was on most of them at a time. And I was chairman of
the finance committeT, too, forgot that.

Q. That's an import4nt one! (laughter) How long did this continue when
people couldn't pay thelr taxes?

A. Well, I think itgwas probably in the early 1940's, they begin to

get back on their fee¢t.

Q. Was there much ptoperty sold for taxes?

A, No, no that was one thing--everybody stood for not selling any land.
Every person, nearly, had overreached with his credit. Nearly everybody,
and as soon as the lsnd began to show a little advance, well, I just jot
down—--=the best land sold for around $100, the best land.

Q. How much were eggs a dozen?

A, Eggs? 8ix cents,

Q. And you'd have those, I guess. And everybody had a garden.
A. Everybody had a garden.

Q. Wasn't there a project—-in Beardstown, for example-~where people
who were on relief could have a garden?

A, Could have a garden. They laid out a piece of land there where
they could have a garden, but when they brought the surplus commodities
in, they didn't want to raise a garden very bad.

Q. Let's hear about the surplus commodities.

A. Well, everybody was raising the same, just like they did at any time.,
But it wasn't worth anything, and the government would buy up pork and
beef and cheese and eggs and milk., They had potatoes, oranges, lemons,
grapefruit—--greatest thing you ever saw, I want to tell you a little
story on this,

I had a German family lived next to me and they had never known what it
was to be poor. That was, their folks had earlier, but they hadn't.
They had a nice farm that joined mine and they were the nicest people
you ever saw, but I was taking care of relief,and I'd heard that so much.
So I was down to the warehouse one day, and I said, "What have you got
right nice?" "Oh," he said, "we've got everything.," '"Well," I said,

"I want some potatoes, I want some oranges, and I want some grapefruit."
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He said, "All right, just go back here." And we went back and we picked
out half a dozen nice potatoes, oh, they was big ones, and we picked out
some grapefruit, a half a dozen, and a half a dozen oranges, He said,
"Now, George, what are you going to do with that?" I told him I had
this family that complained about the poor--spending so much money on
thems I'm gonna show them what we're giving them. And I took it over
there and give it to them. And they just marveled; they couldn't under-
stand how in the world-—they couldn't buy anything like that! And you
couldn't. Because the merchants bought cheaper food, That good, nice
stuff, there was no market for it.

Q. Who was in charge of the warehouse, do you remember?

A. No, I don't remember.

Q. That was in Beardstown, wasn't it?

A. Yes.

Q. Did people go to the warehouse or would they bring it to Chandlerville?

A. They just distributed to every township and the schools, the school
lunch, they distributed to them too, all the time; but every so often,
they had a date at some central place and you went there with your baskets
and go-carts and wheelbarrows, and some come in good cars,

Q. Did they have to be certified by the supervisor before they were
eligible?

A, Oh, yes.
Q. What were the requirements for certification?

A. Well, anybody that was~-now, in Panther Creek Township, we think it's
one of the finest townships in the world, and it is, I'11l say that.

It's no better than where I lived in.the Sangamon Valley but you just
couldn't beat it, and I had forty families on relief. A good township,
and they'd come, say, "Is there any work I can do?" And I said, "T
wouldn't know where to find it. There's work to do, but nobody's got

any money to pay you; And they're just not doing any work." And I was
always so proud, as $oon as work did start, I didn't have a family left,
of those forty. :

Q. What percentage of the total population was that? How many families
in the township?

A, Well, I imagine that was about 25 per cent of them.

'Q. That was high, wasn't it?
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A, Yes, it was high. It was high.
Q. Besides the food, would you also pay rent for them?

‘A. T never did pay very much rent. Most of them had homes of their
own and then couldn't live!

Q. Did you pay the taxes?

A. No, no we never {id pay any taxes. We paid medicine., We saw that

they had food and they had fuel and they had a light, if there was electricity.
There wasn't too much electricity in them days, in 1936 either, Wasn't out

in the country at all and didn't everybody have it in town.

Q. That was prior to REAhcghral Electrification Administratioé] ?

A. Yes, that was prior to REA. Because REA come in.our counttry up there
and your land down in the bottom was ahead of it. Yours must have come
around in 1936, 1937, along there sometimes.

Q. Around 1931, I think.

A. 1Is it? Well, I knew it was along there sometime, but REA come in after
I come to town. I come here in 1944, and it come the next year.

Q. When you lived inthe country you never had electricity?

A. No, never had electricity., I was the one that got the electricity
through for them but. . .

Q. That's another service you contributed. (laughter) Now, would you
give orders to the grocery store, or how was that done?

A. We wrote out an order, and they come, and give it to them. They took
it to the grocery steore and they presented that order to the groceryman.
He took it and at the end of the month, he'd file the ticket with what
they'd gotten and got the order back to us. He signed that order and

the other people hadito sign it, too, when they turned it over to him.
Then he signed it and then he sent the ticket with that, explaining what
it was, just an ordipary grocery bill, and he filed a claim then for

this money, which wag sworn to.

Q. Did the townshipibear the expense of that or did the county, or what
was the source of the money, the money that paid the groceryman?

A. That come from the township, if you could take care of it in the
township without——didn't have any relief. But when you got to forty,
then the state come in and put up a big part of it.
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Q. Was there a specific amount of money for each person, or how did
you determine the amount?

A, No, they filed an application for relief and they told how many
they had in the family, the girls and the boys and thelr age, and older
people if they had s¢me. See, wé had the old age pension—-was all they

had then, didn't hav¢ welfare, That's what we went by. They filled
that out and we. . !

Q. But there was a top figure you couldn't go over.

A, Oh yes, there was a top figure on rents and food and things like that.
Q. How much for food a month~-for a person?

A. I don't remember just what it was, it was very little.

Q. A figure I saw one time for old age pension was nine dollars a month.

A. Well, I think that was higher than what we had to pay. I don't think
we had that much,

Q. And they would get surplus commoditiesiim addition to that?
A, They got surplus commodities in addition.

Q. They got flour and cormmeal and things 1like that with the commodities?

A, Oh yes, yes,

Q. How_did you determine eligibility for WPA [@orks Progress Admini-
stratiora employment?

A, Anybody that was able. . . to work was supposed to go on WPA, and
when they went on WPA, they got that week's groceries and then they was
supposed to earn that on WPA to do it, to také& care of them. That's
the way that was run. But they got $1.50 a day, you know; they got a
lot of money.

Q. $44.50 a month, wasn't it?

A. I believe something like that.

Q. And could they work steadily?

A, Oh no, no,no! That was the trouble, That was the bad part of it.
They would—~you'd have a--well, when they was putting the water tower up
here, they needed a lot of help for a few days and they come down and

we put all the WPA we could get on. We thought it was gonna last a little
bit. Well, it lasted three or four days. We didn't save a thing because
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they was out of food before they got started. They had to have extra
food when they was warking. (laughter) It was a detriment to us, but
it helped them. ;

Q. Did it discouragd the people about taking a job when they knew
that they wouldn't gdt much time?

A. Oh, they fussed 4mong their selves a good deal. The supervisors

had a bad time. They would lay out a project——the state would help to
get a project laid oyt. Say they built one out here on. the--six or
seven miles from Chandlerville, which we had out, nearly out, home

and they'd bring somd Ashland boys and Newmanville boys in there. Well,
these resented it, byt when we sent these to Newmanville, that was all
right, (laughs) But it was expensive, we had to haul them. That way,
you transferred them so far, transported them thataway. You'd have to
haul them, have a closed-up truck, no heat in it, with a top on. They'd
freeze in there, going to work, Oh, it was a terrible time!

Q. And then, of course, when people don't eat properly, they‘'re sick.
Was there lots of sickness?

A. T think T took oyt all the appendixes and tonsils there was in Panther
Creek Township. (laughter)

Q. Well, where did you send them for that?

A, Dr. Zelle at Springfield and Dr. Athey at Beardstown were my two
favorite doctors. Ngw, you could go where you wanted to, but I always
kind of coached themjalong that line,

Q. What would the dqctors charge for an appendectomy or a tonsillectomy?

A. I think it was $35 per tonsil and $50 for an appendix.

Q. And how much did the hospital charge a day?

A. Oh, that wasn't bad, I don't remember, it wasn't, . .

Q. Two and a half, maybe?

A, I don't recall just what it was.

Q. Then you had local doctors here then too, didn't you, for bad colds?

A, Yes, we had some of the finest doctors in the world and some of them
wanted to live off the relief.

Q. VWho were the doctors practicing here at that time?
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A. Dr. Boone and Dr. Franklin.
Q. Dr. Eversole wasn't around then?
A, He never practieéd any relief. If somebody wanted medicine, he'd

give it to them, but|I never give him an order for relief. Of course,
then we had Doctor. . oh, there was an old doctor at Ashland.

Q. Dr. Taylox?
A, HNo. No. Dr. TayLor never-—-he was out then--he was getting out,
Q. Dr. Lind?
A. Lind! Lind! Do¢ Lind, And then that doctor that was in Virginia

went to Springfield,|used to be in the old Mann Hotel down there., I
don't recall his nameé anymore, I forget names.

0. Dr. Meyer?

A. No, no., He was & young doctor, turned out to be a good doctor, a
‘grand doctor. . . Uh? Lando!

Q. Dr. Lando. Yes.i

A, Vhy didn't you speak up?

Q. I guess he still practices in Springfield, doesn't he?

A, Yes, yes. . . Now, we had some doctors, you go in there and have a
toothache, they'd give you a lot of medicine. But Lando and Franklin,
they were my tops, and Dr. Athey and Dr. Zelle were the surgeons.

Q. And they, they Woﬁld go to Springfield or Beardstown?
!

A. Yes. Oh, we'd have one want to go to Jacksonville sometimes,
but that was all right.

Q. They had a choice about where they were going, then?
A, Yes.,

Q. Did you have anyiprogram for immunization? Did you say that children
must go get the smallpox vaccination and things of that kind?

A, No, no.
Q. Just down to the bare necessities.

A. The bare necessities.
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Q. What about clothing?

A. If they needed clothing, we got the clothing. Oh, we'd have--now,
you take families. .{. I noticed it so much--everybody has a lot of
pride and I had a'scﬁoolteacher we had here. She come to me one day
and said, "I wish wejcould have just a little better pailr of shoes

for one of my girls that's gonna graduate." And I said, ''You can have
them." = And she went {and got them for her, but everything else was
 just ordinary.

They had that sewing|room in Beardstown, and they had some wonderful

dresses——for younger |people; and the old ladies, too. They had plenty
of them,
Q. And they had a cdnning place down there, too, didn't they?

A, That was just a fallure,

Q. Really? Tell me ‘about that. What went wrong?

A, Well, it just didn't have the food to can one thing, and the next

one, they didn't have enough of it to have anybody that would learn it,
learn how to handle it,

Q. So that was not satisfactory.

A. It was just a blank., I never did get any of that.

Q. People didn't go in there and just can their own from their own gardens?
A, Oh no, they was big containers, Steam heat, you Rnow;

Q. Was any of that ever sent to the country schools?

A. None of it ever went out, ever I knew of at all, It was just a failure.

Q. What did the Depression do to people and their feelings?

A. Well, I don't know. It looked like they didn't have any feelings,
that's the way to tell it.

Q. They were just pushed down so hard?

A. They were just pushed down so hard. It took it out of just a lot of
good people, But they come back. There was another thing I always thought
so much about. The World War come on right after that, you know. When it
come on——0of course it was over in 1945--but every boy that ever went out

of one of those homes, passed.













































































































