
PREFACE 

This manuscript is t h e  product of a t ape  recorded in te rv iew conducted by 
Miss Marjorie  Taylor f o r  t h e  Oral His tory  Of f i ce  on May 2, 1973. 

George R. Cl ine,  born October 12, 1882, had passed h i s  90th b i r thday  a t  
t h e  t i m e  of t h i s  in te rv iew a t  h i s  home i n  Chandlenr i l le ,  I l l i n o i s  on 
May 2, 1973. He died a few weeks af t e r  reaching t h e  age of 91 i n  
December 1973. 

A n a t i v e  of Cass County where he  spent  h i s  e n t i r e  l i f e ,  he was one 
of s w e n  c h i l d r e n  OF Telford Cline who had come t o  I l l i n o i s  from 
South Caro l ina  and r y  Edwards C l ine  whose f a t h e r  had been an 
immigrant from Engl nd. Because George Cl ine  grew up on a farm 
and at tended r u r a l  r chools ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  was a most important i n t e r e s t  
throughout h i s  long l i f e .  

H i s  wife, P e a r l  Garper, was a former school teacher  and descended from 
t h e  Reverend James Garner, a Methodist c i r c u i t  r i d e r  who had moved t o  
Cass County, I l l i n a s  i n  1830. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  auccess  i n  farming, M r .  C l ine  a l s o  made con t r ibu t ions  
t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  l i f e  of Cass County. A s  a township superv isor  
dur ing  t h e  Depression, he  w a s  respons ib le  not  only f o r  t h e  wel fare  
programs i n  h i s  township but  committee assignments of t h e  county board, 
L a t e r  he  was i n  charge of t h e  s to rage  b i n s  which were e rec ted  by t h e  
f e d e r a l  government as a p a r t  of t h e  A.S.C. program. He a l s o  served 
as school  d i r e c t o r  and a s  a member of t h e  l o c a l  cemetery board. He 
worked as a c l e r k  i n  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  70 years  which i s  probably the 
record f o r  Cass County i f  no t  t h e  s t a t e ,  Active i n  Farm Bureau, M r .  
C l ine  served as manager of t h a t  o rgan iza t ion ' s  baseba l l  team. 

M r .  and Mrs. Cl ine  had no c h i l d r e n  of t h e i r  own but  maintained a 
c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with t h e i r  n i eces  and nephews. George Cl ine  
cont r ibu ted  much t o  Cass County. 

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  1s a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in te rv iewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  is  
inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  is  no t  
r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, no r  f o r  views 
expressed t h e r e i n ;  t hese  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without permission k n wr i t ing  from t h e  Oral His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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GEORGE CLINE 
May 2, 1973 
Chandlerville, Illinois 
Marjorie Taylor, Interviewer 

Q. Begin by giving your name, your birthday and place of birth. 

A. I am George R. Cline. I was born October 12, 1882 on a farm east 
of Philadelphia in Philadelphia Township, Cass County, Illinois. 

Q. I wish you'd begln telling about your earliest experience in public 
service. 

A. Well, I was born,a Democrat. My birthday being the 12th of October, 
the election was in ovember and I clerked my first election when 1 was 
21 years old. I'm p obably the oldest judge or clerk of elections in 
Cass County. I've s rved off and on and nearly continuously and I'm 
now 90, I served la t fall and this spring at the township election. 

Q. I think that mig t be a record for the state,.even. ! 
A. That's what   ill l~eff said. 

Q. What responsibil$ties did you take next? 

A. Oh, precinct connfttteeman. Well, I started in early life as a precinct 
committeeman and car ied that along. I changed locations into another 
township. I still f llowed the same old story and they put me on a wonderful 
job that I served ab ut twenty-five years, as school director. 

Q. Where was that? ; 

A. At Oregon schooliin the east end of the county. In 1936, when the 
Depression was bad, de had an older supervisor. The relief was turned 
over to the supervisor to take charge of, he resigned and asked if 1'd 
take his place. And I was appointed in 1936. 

Q. Which township was that? 

A. Panther Creek Township. I served there until 1949. Then I had work 
that really pertained to agriculture. When your father Eohn H. Taylor, 
Agriculture Stabilization and conservation (ASC) office2 came over and 
said they were havi g some trouble and wanted some help. They wanted me 
to help them about a week or such a matter and I told them I would. They 
started to build tho 1 e bins for the county, particularly for the corn 
during the Depressioti. The Depression was about over, but they still had 
to take care of the aorn. 

Well, before,that, Seth McClintick wanted to know if I'd help him start 
the bins. I said, "I don' t know anything about: bins. l' "Well," he says, - 
"you can read a blueprint." I said, "Yes, I can read a blueprint but 
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I never used steel. Itwas always wood." He said, "Well, will you 
stay and help us start?" And I said, "~es, I will." 

So I thought I had things pretty well under hand and T told my wife I 
was bringing my tools home that night. Well, your' father and Bill Stiltz 
and Ewall Gerdes met me at the gate at Philadelphia where I was working, 
said, "What are you doing?" I said, "I'm going to Ashland to help the 
boys, give them a li t. They're stuck up there. It's not my job but 
I'm going up because 1 1'm about ready to quit anyway." They said, "YOU 
just think you arec" f And I said, "What's the matter?" "Well," they said, 
"weFve got to have a jcounty bin supervisor." "Well," I said, "I don't 
want a steady job." They said, "You can work it the way you want to." 
"Well," I said, "Itll study on it until I get back from Ashland." 

They went with me toiAshland and got the boys started, came back and I 
said, Well, I'll seg my doctor tonight and if he says it won't hurt 
me, 1'11 try it for 8ix weeks." T stayed eight years. 

Q. What were the dafes on that? 

A. Dates? From 1949. . . well, eight years from 1949. I went in August, 
1949 and eight yearsfending in November, the 6th. 

Q. That was quite a few bins to watch over, wasn't it? 

A. Well, T built all of them.- FJe built all the bins. I'm the architect 
and I didn't know anything about it, I told them; but they was very nice 
to me, very nice. They never did cross me in anything. 

Q. I'm sure they appreciated what you were doing. 

A. I know they did. I know they did. 

Q. Do you think tha? this farm program saved agriculture from complete 
chaos and bankruptcy? 

A. If it hadn't bee$ for shutting off the money at the banks, with 
Roosevelt at the ti*, there wouldn't have been any farms. Little fellow 
was going, your folk8 were going, my folks were going. 

Q. It was a bad tim). 

A. We had land, but,we didn't have any money. Money was unknown; we had 
plenty of everything, food--was plentiful. There was plenty 05 food 
everywhere, but at that time we hadntt gotten into this condition where 
nobody raides food. Everybody raised some food, but when they went to 
buy anything, they didn't have money to buy it with. At that time I was 
feeding baby beeves until the Depression come. I give that over the 
television one time for your father. I was raising baby beeves and 1 was 
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doing f ine .  And when t h e  work s topped,  my baby beef p r i c e  went t o  p ieces .  
I had t o  j u s t  r e a l l y  q u i t  f o r  a couple of years .  

The market go t  so  bad t h a t  one day I went t o  ' the  house a f t e r  ~ ' d  loaded 
t h e  c a t t l e  ou t  f o r  Chicago, I w a s  a f r a i d  t o  go myself. The t rucks  went 
ou t ,  my b r o t h e r  Ray ad some c a t t l e  went a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  and I went t o  
t h e  house. My wife  a i d ,  "Well, how much a r e  you going t o  lose?" I 

t o  break even." 

i s a i d ,  "I don' t  know, bu t  1'11 show you i n  a minute what 1've got  t o  have I 
i 
1 

Q. Did you break evqn? 

I A. I f igu red  i t  a l l t u p  and l e f t  i t  l a y i n g  on t h e  d in ing  room table. I 
says ,  "Don't t ake  i t  off ."  A big p iece  of paper. She s a i d ,  "well, T'TU 
afraid t o  t ake  i t  of 1." (laughs) They went t h a t  day and then ,  t h e  next  
day, i t  was on t h e  m r k e t .  The next  day we got  t h e  m a i l  and t h e  money 
was i n  there .  Would you b e l i e v e  i t ?  I had a p r o f i t  of $1.81--for s i x  
months feeding  c a t t l  . 
Q. You had fun feed  1 ng them and t h a t  was At.. 

A. That's a l l  I done, 1 had t o  u se  t h e  c a t t l e .  That was no t  count ing 
any investment on t h e  money, That w a s  j u s t  t h e  feed. The money inves ted  
wasn't counted. A d o l l a r  and eighty-one c e n t s  f o r  working. 

Q. \ J e l l  now, how,did your c rops  l i k e  corn and wheat pay a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A, During t h e  Depression, it got  a s  low a s  1 3 ~  a bushel ,  corn d id .  
And I shipped hogs t o  S t .  Louis f o r  $2.90 a hundred. And i t  took 4Qc t o  
pay t h e  cornmission and yardage and t r a v e l .  I got 2c a h a l f  a pound. 

Q. Well now, you cou ldn ' t  come ou t  on t h a t .  

A. About s i x  d o l l a r s  and something apiece.  ( l augh te r )  

Q. Did t h e  t a x e s  go down a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, they d i d n ' t  o down, bu t  they  wasn't paid. Now, whi le  on t h e  
board of supe rv i so r s  t a x e s  wasn't  pa id ,  and they was de l inquent ,  and 
scandalous. They f i  a l l y  come back and some of them-we got  some t a x  
money back from peop e t h a t  paid t h e i r  taxes.  Well, we d i d n ' t  d i s t r i b u t e  
it. We pa id  t h e  f i n  1 . We d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e  t axes ,  bu t  t h e  fines--$or t h e  
i n t e r e s t  on t h a t  mondy, w e  kep t  i n t h e  genera l  fund. That w a s  what b u i l t  
t h e  wing on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  courthouse. I was chairman of t h e  com- 
m i t t e e  and t h a t  was b u i l t  ou t  of t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f f  of taxes.  

Now, our  good friend--best f r i e n d  i n  t h e  world I eve r  had w a s  R.C. Taylor,  
and h is  son-Robert ,  we w e r e  very  good f r i ends .  He grew up kind of  under 
my wing, you know. So he s a i d ,  "George, I never  knew you t o  do bu t  one 
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bad thing." I said, "What was that?" He sartd, "You went along and 
built that wing on the courthouse with the taxpayers' money, and not 
a vote." I said, "Robert, 1'm awful glad you mentioned that. You 
haven't got a dime id that. youtve paid your taxes. That was all paid 
by poor folks that cduldn't pay their taxes." That's true. 

Q. A good way to us9 up that money. 

A. It was used for $hat. 

Q. And it was space-that was needed. 

A. Sure, it was nee ed. Need more, they ought to have built one on the 
other side of the sa e kind. t 
Q. When did you bec me a supervisor? t 
A. 1936. 

! 
Q. What were your dtbties as supervisor at that ttme? 

A. Well, the duty of a supervisor as far as the county was concerned, 
you had charge of evqrything in the poor relief, the roads, and everything 
in your township. Bqt you was on the board of supervisors , which con- 
sisted of thirteen mhn, eleven men, and they was appointed in committees, 
on the road and bridge committees and courthouse and jail; each bunch had 
a duty to do. I've always sdid they was so generous with me and I didn't 
know why it was. I was on four committees one year. I didn't know it 
until I was on and I told them no more of that!. Because that wasn't 
fair to the rest of them, but--it wasntt fair to me either. 

Q. How much per day did you get for your services in 1936? 

A. $2.50 a day. 

Q. Did you get any mileage? 

A. You got mileage, yes, you got mileage. Five cents a mile, one way, 

(1. Really, just two and a half cents a mile, then. 

A. Yes, that's what it was. 

Qo How often did the board of supervisors meet? 

A. They met as a board every three months. That was their regular meetings, 
every three months. Of course, the committees had to get together when 
they had to have materials, things like that. They had to take care of that. 
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Q. What committees did you serve on? 

A. Road and bridge, courthouse and jail, legislative. . . and appointing 
and elections. I wa( on most of them at a time. And I was chairman of 
the finance committe , too, forgot that. t 
Q. That's an import nt one! (laughter) How long did this continue when 
people couldn't pay 

A. Well, I think it ;was probably in the early 1940Fs, they begin to 
get back on their feht. 

Q. Was there much property sold for taxes? 

A. No, no that was one thing--everybody stood for not selling any land. 
Every person, nearly, had overreached with his credit. Nearly everybody, 
and as soon as the land began to show a little advance, well, I just jot 
down--the best land sold for around $100, the best land. 

Q. How much were eggs a dozen? 

A. Eggs? Six cents. 

Q. And you'd have those, I guess. And everybody had a garden. 

A. Everybody had a garden. 

Q. Wasn't thexe a project--in Beardstown, for example--where people 
who were on relief could have a garden? 

A. Could have a garden. They laid out a piece of land there where 
they could have a garden, but when they brought the surplus commodities 
in, they didn't want to raise a garden very bad. 

Q. Let's hear about the surplus commodities. 

A. Well, everybody was raising the same, just like they did at any time. 
But it wasn't worth anything, and the government would buy up pork and 
beef and cheese and eggs and milk. They had potatoes, oranges, lemons, 
grapefruit--greatest thing you ever saw. I want to tell you a little 
story on this. 

I had a German family lived next to me and they had never known what it 
was to be poor. That was, their folks had earlier, but they hadn't. 
They had a nice farm that joined mine and they were the nicest people 
you ever saw, but I was taking care of relief,and I'd heard that so much. 
So I was down to the warehouse one day, and I said, "What have yau got 
right nice?" "Oh, " he said, "we've got everything."  ell," 1 said, 
"I want some potatoes, I want some oranges, and I want some grapefruit." 
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He said, "All right, just go back here." And we went back and we picked 
out half a dozen nice potatoes, oh, they was big ones, and we picked out 
some grapefruit, a half a dozen, and a half a dozen oranges, He said, 
"Now, George, what axe you going to do wfth that?" I told him T. had 
this family that complained about the poor--spending so much money on 
them. I'm gonna show them what we're givfng them. And T. took 2t over 
there and give it to them. And they just marveled; they couldn't under- 
stand how in the world--they couldn't buy anything like that! And you 
couldn't. Because the merchants bought cheaper food. That good, nice 
stuff, there was no aarket for it. 

Q. Who was in charge of the warehouse, do you remember? 

A. No, I don't remember. 

Q. That was in Beardstown, wasn't it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did people go to the warehouse or would they bring it to Chandlerville? 

A. They just distributed to every township and the schools, the school 
lunch, they distributed to them too, all the time; but every so often, 
they had a date at some central place and you went there with your baskets 
and go-carts and wheelbarrows, and some come in good cars. 

Q o  Did they have to be certified by the supervisor before they were 
eligible? 

A. Oh, yes. 

Q. What were the requirements for certification? 

A. Well, anybody that was--now, in Panther Creek Township, we think.itls 
one of the finest townships in the world, and it is, I'll say that. 
It's no better than where I livedhthe Sangamon Valley but you just 
couldn't beat it, and 1 had forty families on relief. A good township, 
and they'd come, sayl "Is there any work I can do?" And I said, "I 
wouldn't know where to find it. There's work to do, but nobody's got 
any money to pay you) And they're just not doing any work." And I was 
always so proud, as joon as work did start, I didn't have a family left, 
of those forty. 

Q. What percentage Q £  the total population was that? How many families 
in the township? 

A. Well, I imagine that was about 25 per cent of them. 

Q. That was high, wasn't it? 
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A, Y e s ,  i t  was high. It was high. 

Q. Resides t h e  food, ,would you a l s o  pay r e n t  f o r  them? 

A. 1: never d id  pay very much rent .  Most of them had homes of t h e i r  
I 
i 

own and then couldn* 

1 Q. Did you pay the  taxes? 

A. No, no w e  never k i d  pay any taxes. W e  paid medicine. We s a w  t h a t  
they had food and they had f u e l  and they had a l i g h t ,  ff the re  was e l e c t r i c i t y .  
There wasn't too much e l e c t r i c i t y  i n  them days, i n  1936 e i t h e r .  Wasn't out  
i n  the country a t  a l l  and didn ' t  everybody have i t  i n  town. 

Q o  That was p r i o r  t o  REA &a1 E l e c t r i f i c a f  ion ~ d m i n i s t r a t i o a  ? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  was p r i o r  t o  REA. Because REA come i n . o u r  country up there  
and your land down i n  t h e  bottom was ahead of it. Yours must have come 
around i n  1936, 1937, along the re  sometime, 

Q. Around 1931, I think. 

A. 1s i t ?  Well, I knew it was along the re  sometime, but REA come i n  a f t e r  
I come t o  town. I come here  i n  1944, and i t  come the next year. 

1 
li Q. When you l ived  i n t h e  country you never had e l e c t r i c i t y ?  

A. No, never had e l e c t r i c i t y .  I was the  one t h a t  got the  e l e c t r i c i t y  
through f o r  them but. . . 
Q. That 's another se rv ice  you contributed. ( laughter)  Now, would you 
give orders  t o  the  grocery s t o r e ,  o r  how was t h a t  done? 

A. We wrote out  an order ,  and they come, and give i t  t o  them. They took 
it t o  t h e  grocery s t w e  and they presented t h a t  order t o  the  grocerpan.  
He took i t  and a t  the  end of the  month, he'd f i l e  the  t i c k e t  with what 
they'd gotten and gof the  order back t o  us. H e  signed t h a t  order and 
the o the r  people hadi to  s ign  i t ,  too,  when they turned it over t o  him. 
Then he signed it and then he sen t  t h e  t i c k e t  with t h a t ,  explaining what 
i t  was, just an o r d i ~ a r y  grocery b i l l ,  and he f i l e d  a claim then f o r  
t h i s  money, which war sworn to. 

Q o  Did the  township' bear the  expense of t h a t  o r  d id  the  county, o r  what 
was the  source of t h e  money, the  money t h a t  paid the  groceryman? 

A. That come from the  township, i f  you could take ca re  of i t  i n  t h e  
township without--didn't have any r e l i e f .  But when you got t o  f o r t y ,  
then the  state come i n  and put up a b ig  p a r t  of it. 
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Q. Was t h e r e  a s p e c i f i c  amount of money f o r  each person, o r  how d i d  
you determine t h e  amount? 

A. No, they f i l e d  aq a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  r e l i e f  and they  t o l d  how many 
they  had i n  t h e  fami y, t h e  g i r l s  and t h e  boys and t h e i r  age, and o l d e r  
people i f  they had s me. See, we had t h e  o l d  age pension-was a l l  thy 
had then,  d idn ' t  hav wel fare .  That 's  what: w e  went by. They f i l l e d  3 t h a t  o u t  and we. . .. 
Q. But t h e r e  w a s  a top  f i g u r e  you couldn ' t  go over. 

A. Oh yes ,  t h e r e  wad a top  f i g u r e  on r e n t s  and food and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q .  How much f o r  food a month--for a person? 

A. I don' t  remember j u s t  what i t  was, i t  w a s  very  l i t t l e .  

Q. A f i g u r e  I saw one time f o r  o l d  age pension was n ine  d o l l a r s  a month. 

A. Well, T t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  h igher  than  what w e  had t o  pay. I don ' t  t h i n k  
we had t h a t  much. 

Q. And they would g e t  s u r p l u s  commodities'rtrm a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t 2  

A. They got  su rp lus  commodities i n  addi t ion .  

Q. They got  f l o u r  and cornmeal and th ings  l i k e  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  commodities? 

A. Oh yes,  yes. 

Q. How d i d  you determine e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  WPA Works Progress  Admini- 
s t r a t i 0 3  employment? C 
A. Anybody t h a t  w a s  able .  . . t o  work was supposed t o  go on WPA, and 
when they w e n t  on WPA, they  got  t h a t  week's g r o c e r i e s  and then  they  was 
supposed t o  e a r n  t h a t  on WPA t o  do i t ,  t o  takk  c a r e  of them. That 's  
t h e  way t h a t  was run. But they  got  $1.50 a day, you know; they got  a 
l o t  of money. 

Q. $44.50 a month, wasn't  i t ?  

A. I be l i eve  someth+ng l i k e  t h a t .  

Q .  And could they  work s t e a d i l y ?  

A. Oh no, no,no! That was t h e  t rouble .  That was t h e  bad p a r t  of it .  
They would--you'd have a--well, when they  was p u t t i n g  t h e  water  tower up 
here ,  they  needed a l o t  of h e l p  f o r  a few days and they  come down and 
we put  a l l  t h e  WPA we could g e t  on. We thought i t  was gonna l a s t  a l i t t l e  
b i t .  Well, i t  l a s t e d  t h r e e  o r  fou r  days. We d idn ' t  save a thing because 
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they was out of food before they got started. They had to have extra 
food when they was working, (laughter) It was a detriment to us, but 
it helped thep. 

i 
Q. Did it discourag the people about taking a job when they knew 1 
that they wouldn't g 

A. Oh, they fussed mong their selves a good deal, The supervisors 
had a bad time. The would lay out a project--the state would help to 
get a project laid o t. Say they built one out here on the--six or 
seven miles from Cha dlemrille, which we had out, nearly out, home 
and they'd bring som Ashland boys and Newmanville boys in there. Well, 
these resented it, b 1 t when we sent these to Nemnville, that was all 
right. (laughs) BUG it was expensive, we had to haul them. That way, 
you transferred them so far, transported them thataway. You'd have to 
haul them, have a closed-up truck, no heat in it, with a top on. They'd 
freeze in there, going to work. Oh, it was a terrible time! 

Q. And then, of course, when people don't eat properly, they're sick. 
Was there lots of sickness? 

A. I think I took oyt all the appendixes and tonsils there was in Panther 
Cteek Township. (lauqhter) 

I 

Q. Well, where did you send them for that? 

A. Dr. Zelle at Springfield and Dr. Athay at Beardstown were my two 
favorite doctors. Ndw, you could go where you wanted to, but I always 
kind of coached them /along that line, 

i . What would the ddctors charge for an appendectomy or a tonsillectomy? 

A. I think it was $ 5 per tonsil and $50 far an appendix. i 
Q. And how much did the hospital charge a day? 

A. Oh, that wasn't bad, I don't remember, it wasn't. . , 
Q. Two and a half, maybe? 

A, I don't recall just what it was. 

Q. Then you had local doctors here then too, didn't you, for bad colds? 

A. Yes, we had some of the finest doctors inthe world and some of them 
wanted to live off the relief, 

Q. Who were the doctors practicing here at that time? 
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A. Dr. Boone and Dr. Franklin. 

Q. Dr. Eversole wasn't: around then? 

A. He never practic d any relief. Tf somebody wanted medicine, he'd 
give it to them, but I never give him an order for relief. Of course, 
then we had Doctor. . oh, there was an old doctor at Ashland. i 
Q. Dr. Taylor? I 
A. Ib. No. Dr. Tay or never--he was out then--he was getting out. t 
q .  Dr. Lind? 1 

A. Lind! Lind! Do Lind. And then that doctor that was in Yirginfa 
went to Springfield, used to be in the old Mann Hotel down there. I 
don't recall his anymore, T forget names. 

Q. Dr. Meyer? 

A. No, no. He was a young doctor, turned out to be a good doctor, a 
grand doctor. . . Uht Lando! 

Q. Dr. Lando. Yes. 

A. thy didn't you speak up? 

Q. I guess he still practices in Springfield, daasnTt he? 

A. Yes, yes. . . Now, we had some doctors, you go in there and have a 
toothache, they'd give you a lot of medicine. But Lando and Franklin, 
they were my tops, and Dr. Athey and Dr. Zelle were the surgeons. 

Q. And they, they wojld go to Springfield or Beardstown? 
1 

A. Yes. Oh, we'd hAve one want to go to Jacksonville sometimes, 
but that was all right.  

Q. They had a choice about where they were going, then? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you have any program for immunization? Did you say that children 
must go get the smal. pox vaccination and things of that kind? I 

f A, No, no. 

Q. Just down to the bare necessities. 

A. The bare neceasigies. 
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Q. What about  c l o t h i n g ?  

A. If they  needed c l o t h i n g ,  w e  go t  t h e  c lo th ing .  Oh, we'd have--now, 
you take f ami l i e s .  . . I no t i ced  i t  s o  much--everybody has a l o t  of 
p r i d e  and I had a sc oo l t eache r  w e  had here.  She come t o  me one day 
and s a i d ,  "I wish w e  could have j u s t  a l i t t l e  bet ter  pair  of shoes 
f o r  one of my g i r l s  h a t ' s  gonna graduate." And I said:, "YOU can have 
them." And s h e  went and got  them f o r  he r ,  bu t  every th ing  else w a s  
j u s t  ordinary.  

Q. And they had a c nning place down t h e r e ,  too ,  d idn ' t  they? 

A, That was j u s t  a 

They had t h a t  sewing 
dresses--for younger 
of them. 

Q. Real ly? T e l l  me'about t h a t .  What went wrong? 

room i n  Beardstown, and they had some wonderful 
people; and t h e  o l d  ladies, too. They had p l e n t y  

A. Well, i t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  have t h e  food t o  can one th ing ,  and t h e  next  
one,.,they d i d n ' t  have enough of i t  t o  have anybody t h a t  would learn i t ,  
l e a r n  how t o  handle it. 

Q. So t h a t  was no t  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

A. It was j u s t  a blank. I never d i d  g e t  any of t h a t .  

Q. People d i d n ' t  go i n  t h e r e  and j u s t  can t h e i r  own from t h e i r  own gardens? 

A. Oh no, they  was b i g  conta iners .  Steam h e a t ,  you know. 

Q. Was any of t h a t  eve r  s e n t  t o  t h e  count ry  schools? 

A. None of i t  eve r  went out ,  eve r  I knew of a t  a l l .  It was j u s t  a failure.  

Q. What d i d  t h e  Depression do t o  people and t h e i r  f ee l ings7  

A. Well, I don' t  know. It looked l i k e  they  d idn ' t  have any f e e l i n g s ,  
t h a t ' s  t h e  way t o  t e l l  it. 

Q. They w e r e  j u s t  pushed down s o  hard? 

A. They were j u s t  pushed down s o  hard. It took i t  out  of j u s t  a l o t  of 
good people. But they  come back. There w a s  another  t h i n g  I always thought 
s o  much about. The World War come on right a f t e r  t h a t ,  you know. When i t  
come on--of course  it w a s  over  i n  1945--but every  boy t h a t  eve r  went o u t  
of one of those  homes, passed. 








































































