
Preface 

This manuscript is the  product of a tape recorded interview conducted by 
Cullom Davis f o r  the  Oral  History Office during February 1973. Liz Curl 
t ranscr ibed the  tapes  and Susan Jones ed i t ed  the  t r a n s c r i p t s .  

Eugene and Elizabeth Clark were two of the  organizers  of the  Spr ingf ie ld ,  
I l l i n o i s  chapter of t h e  United World Federa l i s t s  (UWF). They discuss  
what led  them t o  become a c t i v e  i n  the  UWF, the  goals of the  UWF, and the  
e a r l y  a c t i v i t i e s  of t he  UWF. They discuss  the  e f f e c t s  of the  McCarthy 
Era on the  UWF. In  p a r t i c u l a r  the  Clarks talk about the  f ee l ings  many 
people had t h a t  t h e  UWF might be subversive. 

Readers of the  o r a l  h i s to ry  memoir should bear i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of the  spoken word, and t h a t  the  interviewer,  na r ra to r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve the  informal, conversat ional  s t y l e  t h a t  is  
inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources. Sangamon S t a t e  University is not  
responsible f o r  the  f a c t u a l  accuracy of the  memoir, nor f o r  views expressed 
there in ;  these  a r e  f o r  the  reader t o  judge. 

The manuecript may be read, quoted and c i t e d  f r ee ly .  It may not be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without permission i n  wr i t ing  from the  Oral History Office,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Universi ty,  Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Eugene and El izabe th  Clark,  February 26, 1973, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Cullom Davis, In te rv iewer .  

Q: M r .  and M r s .  Clark have been very a c t i v e  over a number of y e a r s  i n  
t h e  founding and growth of t h e  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  chapter  of t h e  
United World Federa l  ts and t h e  in te rv iew concerns t h a t  sub jec t .  

I might begin, Mr. a Mrs. Clark,  by asking you t o  r e c a l l  what personal  
experiences o r  i n t e r  ts i n  your l i v e s  accounted f o r  your i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
world peace o r  t h e  wo I d  government o r  t h e  world f e d e r a t i o n  movement. T Mrs. Clark,  would you! l i k e  t o  begin? 

El izabeth:  Well, I t h i n k  t h e  th ing  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  s t a r t e d  us  th inking  
about world f e d e r a t i o n  as a poss ib l e  so lu t ion ,  we had been i n t e r e s t e d  f o r  
a number of years .  My husband w a s  a ve t e ran  of World War I. Our g i r l s  
were i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  i n  World War 11. We were very concerned wi th  the  
dropping of t h e  atomic bomb and f e l t  t h a t  t h e  United Nations Charter  w a s  
no t  exac t ly  obso le t e  but  i t  needed t o  be brought up t o  d a t e  a f t e r  t he  
dropping of t h e  atomic bomb. Then we heard of a Town H a l l  b roadcas t ,  I 
th ink  i t  w a s  i n  December of 1957 we heard Cord Meyer who was t h e  f i r s t  
p re s iden t  of t h e  National  United World F e d e r a l i s t s .  H e  had been ins t rumenta l  
i n  the forming of t h e  n a t i o n a l  organiza t ion  as a merger of s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
small o rgan iza t ions  working f o r  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  problem. We were very 
much impressed and s e n t  f o r  a copy of t he  broadcast  and when i t  came, i t  
had a n  appea l  f o r  membership. W e  thought t h i s  was something t h a t  we 
could be very much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  and we  joined.  

Eugene : She d id .  ( l /ughtar )  

Q: You waited. I 
Eugene: Well, I w a s  o busy with o t h e r  t h ings  t h a t  i t  seemed unnecessary 
f o r  m e  t o  j o i n  i n  t away. Well, I was i n t e r e s t e d  y e t  I wasn ' t ,  
hadn ' t  followed idea  as much a s  she  had and t h e r e f o r e  I 
was a l i t t l e  b i t  spending much t ime personal ly  looking on 
t h i s  type of 

Q: Was i t  p r e t t y  mucd t h e  same events  and concerns on your p a r t  a s  on 
your w i fe ' s  p a r t  t h a t  motivated your i n t e r e s t ?  

Eugene: Yes, I t h i n k  so  and I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  United Nations 
w a s  no t  going t o  do the t r i c k  and t h a t  t h e  League of Nations had founded . . . because of our i n a t t e n t i o n  and because of p o l i t i c s  keeping us  out  
of t h e  League of Nations i n  t h e  e a r l y  days had upse t  our  i deas  about how 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  t h ings  would progress  wi th  t h e  United Nations. 
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Q: What about your m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  during World War I? 

Eugene: I w a s  a p r i v a t e  r i g h t  a f t e r  graduat ion o r  j u s t  before  graduat ion  
from col lege .  But i t  d id  t ake  me over t o  France f o r  t e n  months and a t  
t h e  Sorbonne f o r  about  f i v e  of s i x  months of t h a t  time. I n  t h a t  way I 
go t  q u i t e  an in t e rnaq iona l  t a s t e  which probably helped t o  broaden my mind 
and a c t i v i i t e s  a long t h a t  l i n e .  

Q: Do e i t h e r  of you / r e c a l l  being impressed o r  inf luenced during t h e  
1930's by some of t hq  anti-war o r  p a c i f i s t  i deas  and f e e l i n g s  i n  t h e  
country? ! 

Eugene: T don ' t  r e c  1 r e a l l y  paying much a t t e n t i o n  t o  them, no. 9 
Elizabeth:  I t h i n k  i/t wasn't u n t i l  t h e  books began coming out  l i k e  Emory 

and t h e  Bridge King, Culbertson wrote a book 
I ' v e  fo rgo t t en  t h e  name of i t  a t  t h e  moment. 

Eugene: It's E l i  CuLbertson, i s n ' t  i t ,  i s n ' t  t h a t  h i s  name? 

Elizabeth:  I b e l i e v e  so. Be be l ieved  i n  t h e  balance of power which 
d i d n ' t  seem t o  impress u s  a s  much. 

Q: I suppose a br idge  p layer  would? ( l augh te r )  So t h a t  you developed 
t h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  a f f i l i a t i n g  with some organiza t ion  t h a t  sought s t ronge r  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o rde r  and perhaps even world federa l i sm.  How d id  t h a t  lead  
t o  t h e  es tab l i shment  of a Sp r ing f i e ld  chapter  of t h e  United World F e d e r a l i s t s ?  

Eugene: When was t h a t  t r i p  t o  t h e  f i r s t  n a t i o n a l  convention? 

El izabeth:  That w a s  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1948, however, t h a t  was a f t e r .  The 
League of Women Voters  w a s  a l s o  s tudying  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  a t  t h e  
time of t h e  United Nations and I be l i eve  t h a t  was when I was atomic 
energy chairman f o r  the League of Women Voters ,  l o c a l  chapter .  

Eugene: Yes, I came a c r o s s  those  c l i p p i n g s  down t h e r e  i n  t h a t  o ld  drawer. 

El izabeth:  The t h a t  a c t u a l l y  s t a r t e d  t h e  progress  of t h e  o rgan iza t ion ' s  
chapter  was t h e  g on a s t r e e t  corner  a f t e r  a League of [Women] 
Voters '  program a t tended  by the  Y.W. [C.A.] genera l  s e c r e t a r y  
and I. I put wrong order .  We m e t  downtown as i t  happened a t  
t h i s  meeting, had some d i scuss ion  of t he  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
problems and we going t o  do about i t ? "  So while  we were 
t h e r e  on t h e  o t h e r  people g e t t i n g  p a s t  us ,  we 
decided t o  s e c t i o n  of p ro fe s s iona l  people i n  

Miss H e l l e r  suggested t h a t  we 

Q: Can you give me roughly the  d a t e  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  approximate time? 

El izabeth:  It would be t h e  sp r ing  of 1948. 

Q: And Miss He l l e r  was the  genera l  s e c r e t a r y  of . . . 
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Elizabeth: O f  the  YWCA. I th ink  I have the  name r i g h t .  

Q: Excuse m e ,  go ahead. 

Elizabeth: W e  i nv i t ed  some a t torneys ,  some min i s t e r s ,  various o the r s  who 
had expressed some concern about the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n .  We had 
l i t e r a t u r e  from--available a t  t h i s  meeting from various organizat ions,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  f e d e r a l i s t s .  We c a l l e d  ourselves the  World Government 
Study Group and w e  explored the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of organizing something i n  
the  c i t y .  When one man was chosen a s  chairman, a minis ter  was chosen a s  
chairman, [we] t r i e d  t o  get some speakers. The f i r s t  speaker we had was 
D r .  Edgar Taylor of SF. Louis, a very dynamic speaker. H e  was so i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  the  program i t s e l f i t h a t  he came up i n  s p i t e  of the  f a c t  t h a t  usual ly  
charges a very good s b m  a s  an honorarium, he charged nothing even f o r  
expenses. This gave u i t e  an impetus t o  the  group and we formed a speakers 
bureau. But the  cha i  1 man was s t i l l  unable t o  ge t  a speaker, a na t iona l ly  
known speaker o r  even a regional ly  knowa speaker t o  come and t a l k  t o  the  
group because we were,not  organized, o r  had no organiza t ional  name. So 
the re  was some discussion of those who had read t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e  and a 
decis ion  was made t o  form a chapter .  

Q: Can you d a t e  t h a t  approximately, t h e  commitment t o  . . . 
Elizabeth: Well, approximately September, wasn't i t  of 19482 And soon 
a f t e r  t h a t ,  October o r  November of 1948, the  second na t iona l  conference 
of the  organizat ion was held and I was sen t  a s  a de legate ,  f i e l d  representa t ive  
t o  t h a t  conference i n  Minneapolis. One of the  th ings  t h a t  impressed me 
there ,  M r .  Davis, was t h a t  more than hal f  the  de legates  were returned 
veterans . 
Q: So t h a t  t o  c a l l  t h i s  a s o f t  organizat ion was obviously untrue,  these  
were people who had s t a r t e d  . . . who had served t h e i r  country and . . . 
Elizabeth: The pres ident  had l o s t  an eye i n  the  se rv ice  i n  the  South 
Paci f ic ,  a l s o  h i s  twin brother .  H e  wrote a very e f f e c t i v e  book, Peace 
o r  Anarchy, which was c i r cu la ted  t o  some extent .  

Q: Was t h i s  a con t rovers i a l  convention t o  your knowledge i n  any way? 
Did Minneapolis welcome you? 

Elizabeth: Yes, Minneapolis welcomed us. The papers gave us very good 
coverage and the  mayor, who was Hubert Humphrey, talked t o  us,  gave a 
very f i n e  speech. We had no knowledge a t  t h a t  time of any of the  things 
t h a t  would come afterward,  no premonition. 

Eugene: Of course t h a t  a rea  up the re  is a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  from 
I l l i n o i s .  

Elizabeth: Minneapolis i s  very much more l i b e r a l  than Spr ingf ie ld .  

Q: You then were representing the  then recent ly  founded Springfield 
chapter? 
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El izabeth:  Well, gene ra l ly  downstate f e d e r a l i s t s .  There were a number 
of f i e l d  members downstate and the  chapter  d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  come i n t o  
being u n t i l  we had followed some of t he  r egu la t ions  of t he  chapter  forming 
process.  And I t h i n k  i t  was i n  December t h a t  we were o f f i c i a l l y  recognized 
as a chapter  of t he  United World F e d e r a l i s t s .  Now t h i s  was December 
1948. John Chapin was our  f i r s t  p re s iden t .  

Q: Who e l s e  w a s ,  excuse m e ,  go ahead. 

Eugene: Well, I thought Vernon Nash came i n .  

El izabeth:  Y e s ,  Vernon Nash came i n  f o r  t h a t  o rgan iza t iona l  meeting. 

Eugene: Oh, a t  t h e  o rgan iza t iona l  meeting. 

El izabe th :  He w a s  t h e  speaker  i n  t h e  courthouse. 

Eugene: Lincoln ' s  chambers. 

Q: Can you name some of t he  o the r ,  I guess you'd c a l l  them founding 
f a t h e r ' s  of t h e  l o c a l  group? 

El izabeth:  Well, bes ide  M r .  and Mrs. Chapin who a r e  c h a r t e r  members, M r .  
and M r s .  Sheehan, t h a t ' s  William Sheehan. 

Eugene: Roger Chapin? 

El izabe th :  I t h i n k  Judge and M r s .  Roger Chapin were a l s o  c h a r t e r  members, 
weren't they? 

Eugene: I don ' t  t h ink  I was a c h a r t e r  member, w a s  I? I came i n  a f te rwards .  

Q: Ups tar t .  ( laughter )  

Eugene: We needed t h a t  support  r i g h t  away. 

El izabeth:  One who w a s  very e f f e c t i v e  i n  g e t t i n g  groups toge the r  was 
Mrs. Hahn, M r s .  Chester  Hahn. M r .  and M r s .  Bahn w e r e  c h a r t e r  members. 
The Rev. and Mrs. Roy Kale, M r .  Kale had been t h e  chairman of t h i s  s tudy 
group t h a t  preceeded it. M r .  Chapin had been the  chairman of t h e  speakers  
bureau f o r  t h e  s tudy group, roo. 1 
Eugene: When d id  t h  Presbyter ian  min i s t e r  come i n ?  D r .  Graebel.  I 
Elizabeth:  Oh yes, D r .  and Mrs. Graebel I th ink ,  Richard Paul Graebel.  
I t h i n k  D r .  and Mrs. Grummon. 

Eugene: I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  t h ink  i f  they were Methodist and I would think 
t h a t  they must have been. 

El izabeth:  And then  M r .  and Mrs. Richard Grummon, I th ink ,  would have 
been c h a r t e r  members. Now I may be wrong about  t h i s  but  they were ao 
e a r l y ,  I ' m  th inking  about t h e  c h a r t e r .  M r .  and Mrs. Ralph Dobbins. 
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Eugene: Lydia, was Lydia a t  t h a t  time? 

Elizabeth: I don' t  th ink  Lydia . . . the  Misses Mary and Emma Kreider. 
Mrs. Polly Harmon, she now is  l i v i n g  i n  Los Angeles. 

Q: A l l  r i g h t ,  a t  t h a t  time then you had an organizat ion already numbering 
perhaps twenty-five t o  f i f t y  members? 

Elizabeth: Something, l i k e  t h a t .  I th ink D r .  and Mrs. Winston, not  D r .  
George Winston. That was not Doctor t h a t  was my mistake. How about Leon 
Stewart and h i s  wife, d id  they? 

Eugene: I don't  remember. 

Elizabeth:  I ' m  not sure  t h a t  they were char t e r  members. They had been 
very a c t i v e  u n t i l  t he  l a s t  year o r  two when Mrs. Stewart has not  been 
w e l l .  

Q: A r e  they black? 

Elizabeth: Yes. 

What did the  organizations--I'm t ry ing  t o  ge t  an idea  of what membership 
t h a t  organizat ion e n t a i l e d  i n  those e a r l y  days. How much of aay your 
was devoted t o  the  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h i s ,  o r  how much of your month o r  

year? I n  o ther  words the re  were occasional  membership meetings o r  occasional 
speaker programs. Can you describe i n  o ther  words the  scope and the  
a c t i v i t y  of the  organizat ion i n  i ts  infancy? 

Elizabeth: I th ink we had about f i v e  o r  s i x  meetings a year, d i d n ' t  we? 

Eugene: I don' t  be l ieve  i t  was more than t h a t ,  put t ing  the  emphasis on 
the  speaker t h a t  we brought i n  and i n  a t tending eventual ly the  midwest 
meeting. 

Elizabeth: We had discussion groups q u i t e  early. 

Q: These were small groups wi th in  the  . , . 
Elizabeth: Within the  membership on various i ssues .  I th ink  the  e a r l i e s t  
one I have here is  1950. I don't  remember whether we had one e a r l i e r  
than t h a t  o r  not.  We s e t  up a s t ruc tured  membership with the  usual  
o f f i ces .  President ,  vice-president,  s ec re ta ry ,  and t r easure r ,  f inance 
chairman and education chairman who had respons ib i l i ty  of looking up 
these discussion groups f o r  the  information of the  membership. There was 
a pub l i c i ty  chairman who t r i e d  t o  ge t  things i n t o  the  newspaper. 

Q: Are you implying without success? 

Elizabeth: Well, they usual ly  were pr in ted  but very f requent ly  they were 
edi ted  o r  cu t  enough so  t h a t  they . . . 
Eugene: Kind of discouraged . . . 
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El izabeth:  The p u b l i c i t y  d i r e c t o r  a t  any rate. 

Eugene: Real ly working i t  i n .  

El izabeth:  U n t i l  people would say,  " W e l l ,  we never s e e  anything about 
t h e  United World F e d e r a l i s t s .  What is i t ? "  

Eugene: Wasn't V.Y. Dallman one of t h e  e a r l y  members, too? 

El izabeth:  Oh, V.Y. Dallman must have been. 

Q: So you had some success  wi th  t h e  Reg i s t e r ?  

Eugene: The Reg i s t e r ,  yes  we d id .  wasn't Rev. John Brockmyer? 

El izabeth:  I doubt i f  he w a s  a  c h a r t e r  member. This  you s e e  was 1953-- 
our  f i r s t  b i g  d inner  w a s  i n  1953. This  was an  i n v i t a t i o n a l  dinner .  W e  
s e n t  ou t  something like 1500 i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  come t o  a f r e e  d inner .  It 
w a s  paid by t h e  membership. The speaker was t h e  a t t o r n e y ,  M r .  P ie rce  
But le r ,  a t t o r n e y  of S t .  Paul ,  Minnesota. 

Q: Did you t r y  i n  any way t o  work wi th  t h e  schools  i n  having l i t e r a t u r e  
put  i n  t h e i r  l i b r a r i e s  o r  s u b j e c t s  taught  i n  t h e i r  classrooms? 

Elizabeth:  Not during t h e  f i r s t  few but  a f t e r  we r e a l l y  seemed t o  have 
become es t ab l i shed  and people were not  c a l l i n g  up t h e  FBI anymore t o  s e e  
i f  we were okay. We were a b l e  t o  g e t  i n t o  some of t h e  schools  and g ive  
t a l k s  about t h e  advantage of having law on a  world l e v e l ,  t h a t  we had law 
f o r  l o c a l  condi t ions .  We had n a t i o n a l  l a w ,  s t a t e  law f o r  s t a t e  cond i t i ons ,  
we had n a t i o n a l  law f o r  n a t i o n a l  problems but  we had no i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
law. Therefore,  we could put  f o r t h  q u i t e  an  argument, of course,  f o r  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law. 

Q: That doesn ' t  souad t e r r i b l y  subversive.  You mentioned t h e  FBI though 
and I t ake  i t  t h e r e  ere ins t ances  i n  your experience of . . . '7 
Elizabeth:  When t h e  e dinners ,  t h e  f i r s t  one i n  1953 of which M r .  Bu t l e r  
spoke and then  t h e  o e i n  e i t h e r  1954 o r  1955 when M r .  Humber w a s  he re ,  
t h e r e  were c a l l s  t o  he FBI. One man c a l l e d  t h e  m i n i s t e r  of t h e  F i r s t  
Methodist Church, D r  1 Grummon, and asked how come he was on t h e  list of 
sponsors f o r  it ,  t h i s  subversive organiza t ion .  And, of  course,  D r .  
Grumon had a very good answer f o r  him. 

A woman c a l l e d  up t h e  FBI o r  c a l l e d  up t h e  a t t o r n e y  genera l  and s a i d ,  
"What about t h i s  o rgan iza t ion  t h a t ' s  sending out  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  a f r e e  
dinner?" The a t t o r n e y  gene ra l  s a i d ,  "Do you mean do you wonder i f  t hey ' r e  
subversive?" "Yes." Said,  "No, t hey ' r e  a  f i n e  organiza t ion  and I ' m  
going t o  t h e i r  d inner , "  he  s a i d .  That sof tened  th ings  q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q: Did you f i n d  i n  your personal  r e l a t i o n s  with o ld  f r i e n d s  o r  neighbors 
any evidence of susp ic ion  o r  . . . 
Elizabeth:  No, none a t  a l l .  
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Q: I would make the  observation t h a t  cha r t e r  membership included some 
p r e t t y  well  known and highly respected c i t i z e n s  of the  community. Obviously 
t h a t  must have helped somewhat. 

Elizabeth: Oh, I th ink  so. I th ink t h a t  r e a l l y  made q u i t e  a d i f ference .  
During the  f i r s t  year when Mr. Chapin was a member, he brought i n t o  the  
membership a number of very i n f l u e n t i a l  people. They never were very 
ac t ive .  They supported f i n a n c i a l l y  but no o the r  way. 

Q: But a l s o  they l e n t  t h a t  much more respec tab i l i ty .  

Elizabeth: That 's  r i g h t ,  t o  the  membership list. 

Eugene: Old es tabl i shed fami l i e s  l i k e  Amasa Booth and Donald Funk and 
the  S.A. Barker. Sam Barker, he w a s  an e a r l y  member. The Barker s to re .  

Q: W e l l ,  what was the re  about the  organizat ion t h a t  seemed t o  r a i s e  
people's suspicions,  do you suppose? 

Elizabeth: Well, I th ink  t h a t  the  woman t h a t  c a l l e d  was a member of the  
D.A.R. and I am s t i l l  a member of t h e  D.A.R. I always emphasize t h a t  I ' m  
a minority member and I th ink  t h a t  probably I ' m  going t o  res ign  very 
soon, as soon a s  they make another statement which would give m e  a very 
good excuse t o  res ign .  I had . . . 
Eugene: You've s a i d  t h a t  before. 

Q: I was going t o  say the re  have been plenty of . . . 
Eugene: There have been some influence perhaps i n  continuing her  membership, 
I don' t  know. 

Elizabeth:  W e l l ,  I had hoped t o  s t ay  on u n t i l  they came back t o  t h e i r  
senses but I ' ve  given up. I ' v e  sen t  photos ta ts  of Supreme Court decisions 
t o  them t o  counteract  some of the  th ings  t h a t  have come out i n  t h e i r  
magazine and they pay no a t t e n t i o n  t o  tha t .  They j u s t  simply write and 
say t h a t  t h e i r  statements a r e  very w e l l  documented and so  I ' v e  given up. 

Eugene: She doesn' t  belong t o  a l o c a l  chapter.  

Elizabeth: I couldn' t  belong t o  the  l o c a l  chapter.  I don' t  know whether 
you want t h i s  i n  o r  not .  

Q: 1t's up t o  you. I f  you'd r a the r  not . . . 
Elizabeth: I don ' t  r e a l l y  care.  I th ink i t ' s  ind ica t ive  of the  a t t i t u d e  
here  in I l l i n o i s .  M? membership is i n  New Hampshire. 

! 

Eugene: Where people know her. 

Elizabeth: O r  they a r e  supposed t o  know what i t 's  a l l  about. Several 
years, about t h i s  t i m e ,  i t  was i n  the  f i f t i e s ,  I think. I went i n  one 
day when they were having a convention here i n  Spr ingf ie ld  and applied a s  
a s soc ia te  member and they very happily accepted my two d o l l a r s  and s a i d ,  
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"I r e a l l y  shouldn't  do t h i s  u n t i l  your name has been passed by the  board." 
I sa id ,  "Do you mean they have t o  pass on my name when I ' m  already an 
a c t i v e  member?" "Yes." I s a i d ,  "Well, I ' d  b e t t e r  take the  money back, 
then." She sa id ,  "Why, a r e  you a f e d e r a l i s t ? "  And I sa id ,  "Yes, indeed 
I am and proud of it." She sa id ,  "well, 1 ' m  sure  t h a t  you couldn' t ge t  
i n  then." I sa id ,  "Do you mean---l'd l i k e  t o  have you put my name i n  
anyway. I ' d  be glad of an opportunity t o  t a l k  with the  group." "Oh, but 
you wouldn't have a chance." And 1 sa id ,  "Do you mean t o  say t h a t  they 
would b lackbal l  me without a hearing?" I s a i d ,  "Is t h a t  American?" 

Q: There was an ins tance  i n  which i n  a very d i r e c t  way your being a 
f e d e r a l i s t  labeled you, I guess. 

Elizabeth: That 's r i g h t  and she s a i d  t h a t  i n  the  state of I l l i n o i s  t h a t  
f e d e r a l i s t s  were not  welcomed i n  t h e  D.A.R. I d idn ' t  t e l l  her  t h a t  I 
knew of severa l  who were already members of the  D.A.R. who were a l s o  
members of the  f e d e r a l i s t  chapter  here  i n  Spr ingf ie ld .  

Eugene: Undercover agents.  ( laughter)  

Q: I n f i l t r a t o r s .  Gee, t h a t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

Can you th ink of any o ther  ins tances  e i t h e r  experienced by you o r  t h a t  
came t o  your a t t e n t i o n  of persons who discovered t h a t  they e i t h e r  l o s t  
some c l i e n t s  o r  they l o s t  some par ishioners  o r  they l o s t  some f r i ends  o r  
some business? 

Elizabeth: I th ink a businessman f e l t  t h a t  he had l o s t  some because he 
signed the  i n v i t a t i o a  f o r  t h i s  dinner a t  which M r .  But ler  spoke. 

Q: So people who degended upon general  public  t r u s t  and respect  joined 
t h i s  organizat ion a t  l e a s t  i n  a conspicuous way only a t  t h e i r  own p e r i l ?  

Elizabeth: Apparently. I know of one person who ca l l ed  the  FBI before 
she joined and they fo ld  her  t h a t  they had no record of any questioning 
about the  United WorJd F e d e r a l i s t s  so her  boss sa id  it was a l l  r i g h t  f o r  
her  t o  join. That 's  t h e  only one t h a t  I h o w  about. I 
Q: What about the  You mentioned ge t t ing  p r e t t y  scant  e d i t o r i a l  
o r  scant  a t t e n t i o n  Were you ever e d i t o r i a l i z e d  i n  any way 
O f . . .  

Eugene: Derogatory? I can ' t  remember any s p e c i f i c  instance.  We had the  
impression chat anyt  ing  t h a t  had the  word world government i n  it j u s t  
d idn ' t  go down, not  n l y  with the  l o c a l  press ,  but the  people as wel l  a s  
both of them. For t a t  reason, of course, the  organizat ion never u t i l i t i z e d  
the  name of world ernment a l l  during those years  e spec ia l ly  a f t e r  the  
McCarthy Era. 

Elizabeth: We were advised t h a t  i t  would be much more t o  the  point  t o  
say world f e d e r a l  government i f  we  w e r e  going t o  use the  term government 
otherwise say world federat ion.  
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Q: The year  of your founding, 1948, a l s o  was a p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  
year i n  which Henry A. Wallace ran  f o r  t h e  presidency. 

Elizabeth:  Wasn't t h a t  Dewey and Truman? 

Q: Yes, but then Wallace ran  on t h e  Progressive pa r ty  t i c k e t  ad I j u s t  
wondered i f  t he re  had been any i n t e r e s t  wi th in  the  United World F e d e r a l i s t s  
f o r  the  Wallace campaign because t h i s  might have t a r r e d  them somewhat. I 
know t h a t  Wallace was suspect .  

El izabeth:  I don' t  r e c a l l  anything. I n  f a c t ,  I don' t  r e c a l l  anything 
t h a t  f a l l  a t  t h e  convention. I th ink  we hadn' t  got ten  i n t o  t h e  par t i san-  
aspect  a t  a l l .  I n  f a c t ,  we never have been pa r t i san .  We've had pres idents  
who were very s t rong  Republicans and very s t rong  Democrats a l so .  Paul 
Walter was pres ident ,  na t iona l  pres ident  a t  one time and he was the  
campaign manager f o r  Robert Ta f t  i n  19--, what could t h a t  have been, 
1952? 

Q: Well, we might g e t ,  i f  you don' t  mind continuing f o r  a while,  we 
might go i n  a l i t t l e  b i t  i n t o  programs. You mentioned t h e  Pierce-Butler 
banquet o r  dinner  i n  1953. Was t h a t  a successfu l  occasion? 

A: Very, i t  was very successfu l  from the  s tandpoint  of gaining memberships 
and a l s o  fundraising.  W e  r a i sed  something l i k e  th ree  thousand dollars--which 
was good f o r  our l i t t l e  chapter--and gained q u i t e  a number of members and 
many of those members remained a c t i v e  members. Now I th ink  t h a t ' s  t he  
only dinner  t h a t  produced members who remained ac t ive .  Many t i m e s  people 
have become enthused and been members maybe f o r  a year  o r  two years  but 
then have gradually dropped i n t e r e s t  i n  membership. 

Q: You mentioned e a r l i e r  a Humber dinner .  Now I should g e t  t h e  name and 
what t h e  circumstances were. Do you remember t h a t  one, M r .  Clark? 

Elizabeth:  That was when you were pres ident ,  wasn't i t ?  

Eugene: Y e s ,  t h a t  was 1951-1952. 

Elizabeth:  No, I thank t h a t  would have been a f t e r  t h i s  one. This was 
t h e  f i rs t  one, I th ink  i t  was 1954 o r  1955. 

Q: You were pres ident ,  M r .  Clark? 

Eugene: Y e s ,  of t h e  chapter ,  about t h e  four th  pres ident .  

Q: That was during your term of o f f i c e  t h a t  . . . 
Eugene: This dinner  was organized and t h a t  was not  given. But we . . . 
Elizabeth:  That is i t  wasn't given t o  the--people had t o  pay f o r  it. 

Eugene: Is t h a t  the  one that--who gave t h e  p i t c h  then, Glenn, d id  you? 
(Background conversat ion)  Rodney Shaw was here  l a t e r  than t h a t ,  wasn't he? 
It seems a s  though he w a s  l a t e r ,  1953. 
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Elizabeth: I really don't remember. You would have to look that up with 
the newspaper clippings which went in the other box. 

Q: Who is this Humber? I guess I don't know that name. 

Eugene: The apple grower, isn't he? Oh, that was another one. 

Elizabeth: The apple grower was a Quaker. I think he was a representative 
or senator, wasn't he from North Carolina? 

Eugene: I think he was a past senator, not senator at the time. 

Elizabeth: Wasn't he senator at the time that he started the resolution? 

Eugene:  hat's right. 

Elizabeth: Maybe that's why he lost out. 

Q: That's resolution not revolution. 

Elizabeth: Yes, did I say revolution? 

Q: No, I was wanting to make sure. What resolution was that? 

Eugene: wasn't that increasing the United Nations? 

Elizabeth: I think it was. No, I think that was the one that the different 
states passed saying they would be members of the federation if such a 
federation was formed. Another type of program that the chapter used 

a small house meeting in which the guests would 
usually be rospects. We had different methods of presenting 

deralists and the ideals of the federalists. By 
als not the immediate program. We found that in 
much larger percentage of membership acceptance 
groups. We'd have almost the same number joining no 
rge group or small one so we felt that the small 
ive in that these people really became more active, 
onal responsibility in regard to it. 

Q: What other kind 4f programs, anything with the churches? 

Elizabeth: We didn't get too far with the churches. There weren't roo 
many that had discusaion groups who were at that time particularly interested 
in international affairs. At least we couldn't seem to get very far that 
way. 

Eugene: You gave a number of talks with demonstration plaques and so 
forth here locally and visiting. Did you go down to Blackburn College? 

Elizabeth: I didn't go to Blackburn. I did go to a number of places. 
In fact while I was a social action chairman for the women's fellowship 
for our church denomination, I had the opportunity of giving some of this 
because one of our subjects was peace. So I just used it, I tried not to 
be too--well, what's the word I want? 
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Q: Aggressive? 

El izabe th :  . . . as f a r  as our p a r t i c u l a r  oganiza t ion  was concerned. 
But I would a s k  t h e  ques t ions  and say ,  "What do we do about i t ? "  and s o  
f o r t h  and present  some of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  i d e a s  i n  regard t o  it. They went 
ac ros s  very w e l l .  They were always small groups because so  many people 
i n  t h e  churches e s p e c i a l l y  i n  downstate I l l i n o i s  seemed t o  have a susp ic ion  
of t h e  term s o c i a l  a c t i o n .  This  is a l i t t l e  b i t  a f a r  from t h i s  in te rv iew 
but  i t  does come i n t o  it. It's t h e  misunderstanding of t h e  term. Some 
thought i t  was soc i a l i sm and t h e r e f o r e  were a f r a i d .  One man i n  t h e  
extreme southern p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e  asked why do we have t o  have soc i ab le s  
anyway? ( laughter )  

But a t  t h a t  time we had no t  only peace but  migrants  and what a r e  now 
c a l l e d  material a i d s  and a l l  kinds of t h ings  under s o c i a l  a c t i o n  and of 
course  always t h e  r ace  s i t u a t i o n .  So t h a t  we had too  many th ings  t o  f e e l  
t h a t  we were accomplishing a g r e a t  d e a l  i n  any one l i n e .  However, I have 
always had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  i f  i n  your e f f o r t  t o  reach a group of people,  
i f  you g e t  even one person who becomes a c t i v e  you've succeeded and I 
th ink  t h a t  is perhaps one th ing  t h a t  has  made m e  f e e l  o p t i m i s t i c  a l l  
a long and perhaps I shouldn ' t  have f e l t  q u i t e  s o  o p t i m i s t i c .  

Eugene: There is one f a c e r  t h a t  it seemed p e c u l i a r  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  
hasn ' t  been any o t h e r  group who have been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o rgan iz i ing  a n  
a s s o c i a t i o n  o r  group represent ing  an  a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  United Nations. 
In  o the r  words, our  group would be i n  favor  of i t  but  i t  would seem t h a t  
t h e r e  would be o t h e r s  t h a t  would want t o  support  t he  United Nations 
d i r e c t l y  and e s p e c i a l l y  dur ing  t h a t  per iod when they thought t he  World 
F e d e r a l i s t s  were a g a i n s t  t h e  United Nations because they wanted t o  improve 
it. That was no one th ing .  

El izabeth:  That was one of t he  e a r l y  damaging th ings  a g a i n s t  the--nationally 
speaking. There were some i n  t h e  United Nations organiza t ion  t h a t  a c t i v e l y  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  United World F e d e r a l i s t s  were h u r t i n g  t h e  United Nations 
because we  were c r i t i c i z i n g  it. We were c r i t i c i z i n g  i t ,  of course,  from 
t h e  s tandpoin t  of t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  ou t  t h e  weaknesses and what we should 
do about i t .  

Q: This  might be a o g i c a l  po in t  t o  break and we can p ick  up t h e  s t o r y  
aga in  a t  another  sea  ion  un le s s  you have something f u r t h e r  t o  add t o  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  t op ic .  W have more we can cover l a t e r .  i I 

Elizabeth:  I t h i n k  ?hat  would be a l l .  You might l i k e  t o  look a t  these  
programs and see i f  t h e r e  w a s  something you missed t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  
b r ing  up. 

End of Side One, Taps One 

Q: Mrs. Clark,  cont inuing your d i scuss ion  of t h e  United World F e d e r a l i s t s  
organiza t ion  he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  you have some documents t h a t  you unearthed 
and I wonder i f  you might i d e n t i f y  them and say anything about them t h a t  
i s n ' t  obvious from t h e  documents themselves? 






































