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Preface 

This oral history of Charles W. Clabaugh's service in the Illinois House of Representatives is 
a product of the Illinois Legislative Council's General Assembly Oral History Program. The 
oral history technique adds a distinctive new dimension to the council's statutory responsibil- 
ity for performing research and collecting information concerning the government of the 
state. 

Charles W. Clabaugh was born near Lerna, Illinois, on August 15, 1900. In the story of his 
youth, he recounts experiences typical of Illinois rural life in the early days of the 20th 
century. After initial studies a t  the University of Illinois he went on to earn, while teaching 
in the high school a t  Ashmore, Illinois, a Bachelor of Education degree a t  Charleston Teach- 
ers  College. He later taught a t  Farmington, Illinois. After gaining experience a s  a district 
manager for the Chamberlin Weather Strip Company, in 1935 he formed the Champaign 
Weather Strip Company which he operated until 1964. 

Mr. Clabaugh's interest in politics was developed a t  an early age. He vividly recalls election 
contests and issues from as  early as 1912. His first political position was as  a republican 
precinct committeeman on the outskirts of Champaign, Illinois. Elected to this position in 
1930, he still held i t  a t  the time the interviews for this oral history memoir were 
conducted. After an  unsuccessful bid for a seat in the Illinois House of Representatives in 
1936, he was elected on his second try in 1938 and continued to serve for 36 years, until 
1975. 

Mr. Clabaugh's major legislative achievements were in the field of education. He served on 
the House Education Committee all except his last term and on the School Problems 
Commission from 1951 on. His memoir, while focusing on such legislation, also recounts 
personal and political subjects. Of particular interest a re  his characterizations of fellow 
legislators. 

Readers of this oral history should bear in mind that  i t  is a transcript of the spoken 
word. Its informal, conversational style represents a deliberate attempt to encourage candor 
and to tap  the narrator's memory. However, persons interested in listening to the tapes 
should understand tha t  editorial considerations produced a text tha t  differs somewhat from 
the original recordings. Both the recordings and this transcript should be regarded as a 
primary historical source, a s  no effort was made to correct or challenge the narrator. 

Neither the Illinois Legislative Council nor Sangamon State University is responsible for the 
factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed therein; these are for the reader 
to judge. 



The tape recorded interviews were conducted by Horace Waggoner during the summer of 
1980. Mr. Waggoner was born in 1924 in Waggoner, a small farm-service community in cen- 
tral Illinois. At age 18, he enlisted for military service in World War I1 and, as a U. S. 
Air Force commissioned officer, continued to serve until 1973. Upon leaving service, he 
resumed his formal education, achieving a masters degree in history at Sangamon State 
Universtiy in 1975. Specializing in the field of oral history, his association with the Sanga- 
mon State University Oral History Office dates from 1976. 

Ulanda Buckhold transcribed the tapes. After the transcriptions were edited by Mr. 
Waggoner and reviewed by Mr. Clabaugh, Jean Curtin prepared the typescript. The use of 
computerized word processing was made possible by programs developed or modified for the 
purpose by Bernadette Emery and James Skufca. Florence Hardin compiled the 
index. The Chicago Tribune and the Illinois Historical Survey Office of the University 
of Illinois provided valuable assistance in the research effort. 

This oral history may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be reproduced in whole 
or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, without written permission from the Illi- 
nois Legislative Council, Room 107, Stratton Building, Springfield, Illinois, 62706. 
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Volume I 

Charles W. Clabaugh 

SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE 1 

Q: Okay, we are  recording, I wonder if we could first put on the record an account of your 
tenure, when you started in the legislature and how long you were there. 

A: Well, I was elected the first time in 1938. And I was elected the last time in 1972. So 
I retired in 1975; that  is, you see, I went through the 1973-1974 session, then when the 
members-elect were sworn in on the second Wednesday in January, I was automatically 
retired. 

Q: Oh, I see. That was in January, then, I guess, when they do that. 

A: January of 1975. 

Q: Yes, I see. Now, that's how many years, then? 

Q: And you represented the same district tha t  whole time, did you? 

A: Yes. Four different numbers the district had, but i t  was the - well, there was one - 
we had Piatt, Moultrie and Champaign Counties for more than half of the time, and then 
they dropped Piatt  out and put Douglas in place. 

Q: What were the numbers of those districts? Do you recall? 

A: Well, i t  was 24 . . . and 44 . . . and 48, and 52. (pause) I can find it. (pauses and 
searches through notes) I t  was 52 when I finally ended. I don't know whether this has 
- some of the books have a listing of - yes, this will tell. 

Q: Those Blue Baoks are very handy, aren't they? 

A: Yes. (pause) The 24th District from 1939 to . . . 1969. And the 44th in the 70th 
[General Assembly], 71st and 72nd, 73rd, 74th, and 75th. The 48th in the 76th, 77th. And 
the 52nd in the 78th. 

Q: All right, sir. 

A: But there were just four counties involved altogether, only three a t  any one time. 



Q: Yes. Could you describe what your district characteristics were in general? 

A: Well, the two principal industries, as we would say, or occupations of people, were 
agriculture and the University of Illinois. That  was before the junior colleges and the 
University of Illinois was the only higher education there was in the district. And a mere 
smattering of industry. 

Q: Other than farming. 

A: Yes. 

Q: All right, sir. Okay. I wonder if we could go back and take a little bit of a look a t  
your family background. First of all your paternal ancestors. Where did they come from 
when they came to Illinois? 

A: They came from Ohio to Indiana and were in Indiana 4 years, I think i t  was, and then 
to Illinois in 1865. My father's father was, I think, a Pennsylvania Dutchman born in 
Ohio. His father was born in Ohio. And his father - I don't know where he was born, 
but he was married in Virginia in 1785. 

My father's mother's people were also Pennsylvania Dutch, and Huguenots. Of course, you 
see, the Huguenot immigration was from France to get away from King Louis' inquisition, 
and went over to Germany, but they didn't like i t  very well there. And they stayed there 
a few generations and then came on to Pennsylvania - Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Indiana 
- Ohio, Indiana. The mother state was Ohio. That's where my grandparents got 
together. 

Q: I see. Yes. What was her name, her maiden name? 

A: Her maiden name was Poland. And she was a direct descendant of a Peter Poland, an  
Englishman, who, with his brother, came to America in 1750. I don't know where in 
England he was from, but he came on board the ship PATIENCE, enroute from Rotterdam 
with a load of Palatines bound for Philadelphia. Since the ship was from a foreign port, 
bound for a place in the British Empire, i t  was required to stop a t  Cowes, Isle of Wight, 
for inspection. The Poland brothers came on board and continued on to America. When 
I was researching for my family history, I assumed tha t  the brothers were Palatines, a s  
Poland may be a German name, although i t  would have been spelled P-O-L-E-N. However 
I located a man in West Virginia, a descendant of Peter's brother, who had the lineage back 
to the immigrant brothers, and he cleared me on that  point. Polands have fought in all 
of our wars until the Spanish-American War. 

Q: Well! Were there any particularly significant individuals among your paternal 
ancestors? 

A: Not among my direct ancestors, but the name Hilligas, during the pre-revolutionary days 
and for several years following that,  was probably one if not the leading name in 
Pennsylvania. In fact, Michael Hilligas was the first treasurer of the United States and 
worked very closely with Robert Morris in financing the Revolutionary War. He was such 
a stand-out person, his father and uncles were businessmen in Philadelphia, tha t  I could 
hardly - when I found out tha t  he wasn't a direct ancestor - by golly, I could hardly find 
anything about our branch of the family. "You have anything on Hilligas?" I'd say a t  the 
library. And, "Oh, yes." And here would come reams of stuff about Michael, but nothing 
else. But I did find a little insignificant-looking book in Norristown, Pennsylvania, and i t  
told the story of them back to the 17th century. And they were Huguenots, and I'm a 
member of the Huguenot Society of America. 

Q: Now how did the Hilligas enter the family? 



A: My father's grandmother was a Hilligas. 

Q: I see. That would be your great-great-grandmother, then. 

A: That's right. Yes. 

Q: Okay. 
I ,  

A: All farmers. 

Q: Oh, is tha t  right? All farmers all the way down the line. 

A: Yes. 

Q: What about your mother's side of the family? 

A: They came. from Virginia to Kentucky. Her name was Richardson. And they connected 
up with the Roy family. And when you got into the Richardsons and the Roys in those 
two states, particularly the Richardsons, there were so many of them I had to give up on 
them. And I found a family history of the Roys. And I copied a good deal of i t  in my 
family history. The first Roy that  they have direct lineage on was Hugh Roy, who came 
in the middle 1600's . . . to Virginia. 

Q: You say you have collected this together and formed a family history? 

A: (pauses and gets book) 

Q: My goodness, quite a volume. So if anyone wanted to look up your ancestors, there's 
a book entitled (reads from title page) The Ancestors of Charles Wesley Clabaugh and 
Louise Zimmerman Clabaugh and Their Descendants. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Published in 1975. 

A: Yes. And these are  the - here's the Hilligas family right here. 

Q: I see. Yes. 

A: This young Michael Hilligas, when his father died, he was an iron manufacturer. They 
had a lot of these little country iron puddlers in Pennsylvania. And he owned them - I 
don't know how many. In some of those counties, you'd go down through the land records 
and find scores of his properties. And when his father died, he had a large enough estate 
tha t  - for those days - he had to give a bond of 200,000 dollars a s  administrator of the 
estate. (laughs) 

Q: Gee whiz! 

A: I just know i t  was a large bond. I don't know how big an  estate i t  was. 

Q: And these were ironworks where, in Ohio? 

A: No, Pennsylvania. 

Q: And these were local, individual makers of the iron. 

A: Yes, with wood, burnt wood, and charcoal. 



Q: I'll be doggoned. Well. (pause) How well did you know your father's father? 

A: He died 27 years before I was born. 

Q: Oh, I see. How about your grandmother? 

A: She lived with us from the time I was 10 years old until I left home, and she is the 
main character in that  book. Because she left, when she died in our home in Mattoon, she 
left a little box, so big (indicates size), that  had been in the family for over a century. And 
in tha t  I've had practically all of the tax receipts and contracts of purchase of land that  
my great-grandfather made, from the time he was married in 1826 until she died. And I 
put those things together in a book. (hands interviewer the book) 

Q: Oh, a beautiful book, yes. 

A: And - go clear back - and in there I have the letters, applications for pensions in the 
War of 1812 and the Revolutionary War and the Civil War. And then this was one on my 
mother's side. (points out copy) 

Q: Oh, so you've preserved these in binders. I see. 

A: Yes. And many of them are laminated, but some of them were not. 

Q: My goodness. 

A: (points out copies) My first teaching certificate. And my first certificate as  a member 
of the legislature. 

Q: Well. Oh, yes. So this goes back many many years though. 

A: Well i t  goes clear back to William Poland, who was a - in fact, he was in the army 
and the marines in the Revolutionary War three or four times. 

Q: Well! 

A: And in . . . Here is his, I think it's his contract for sale of land. You see, Maryland, 
they went from Maryland, and Maryland pensioned their own soldiers; that  is, they gave 
them land. I think they were the only colony that  didn't get land from the federal 
government. 

Q: I see. 

A: And he got a little strip over there and that's the first one. And I traced that  . . . the 
real estate holdings of my direct line clear down, until this grandmother finally sold her 
inheritance in the early 1900's. 

Q: Well. I'll be doggoned. 

A: And it's extremely interesting. And I'm sure that  my daughters will appreciate it. 

Q: I'm sure they will, too. Yes, sir. 

A: And one of the things in there that  - I'll get off the subject, then I'll listen to 
you. Running through one of the muster rolls of an Indian war back in Maryland, I found 
one of my ancestors one of my wife's ancestors who served a t  the same time in the 
same company, and their names follow. Two of them and one of ours, there's one Carmack, 



one Clabaugh and then one Carmack. The second Carmack is a brother of Mrs. Clabaugh's 
great-great-great-great- grandfather. 

Q: Well, for heaven sakes! (laughter) 

A: And that's just purely by chance. 

Q: So the families really go back a long way together, then. (laughs) I see. And this was 
in the Indian wars prior to the Revolution. 

A: The Indian wars. In 1767. I just looked in an index and saw Clabaugh and looked 
further and there were those three names. 

Q: I'll be doggoned. (laughs) What type person was your grandmother'? 

A: (pause) Well, being a Huguenot, she was an  extremely religious person. She was raised 
in Ohio in a large family, married when she was 21 or 22 years old. And my father was 
born, he was the oldest child she had. Her husband died when my father was 12 and his 
youngest brother was less than a year. And they lived on a 30-acre farm out south and 
west of Charleston. And she raised the family on that. 

Q: This is Charleston, Illinois. 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: What do you remember most about her? 

A: Well I remember her extreme piety. In that  little box that  I told you about, there were 
letters of exchange between her and her brothers and her sisters. And when . . . they 
spoke very religiously and - in conversing with each other and writing with each other 
about the death of two of their brothers who were lost in the Civil War. One died from 
wounds and the other one died just a month after he.got in the service. Exposure I suppose, 
in November. 

She was a very determined person, as  she had to be. And coming from that  part of Ohio, 
central part of Ohio, that  was an  extremely strong anti-slavery area. She's talked to me 
- I was the youngest boy in the family and I'd have to stay home with Grandma when 
the rest of them went somewhere. And I'm glad now that  I did. And she was never - 
said many times she wasn't afraid to die anytime the Lord wanted to take her, but she didn't 
want to be killed. 

Q: Oh, I see. Well! (laughter) Wanted a natural death. 

A: We'd cross those two railroads a s  we drove from the little town where we lived then, 
and she wouldn't even trust us. She'd look about to see if there was a train coming. Then 
she'd say, "I'm not afraid to die, but I don't want to get killed." 

Q: I see. (laughter) Well. What was your father like? 

A: Well he was a determined fellow. As I first remember him, he was working on a farm 
for, oh, a large landowner down there. Eighty cents a day was what he was getting 
paid. We moved from that  farm in 1905, and he and his youngest brother were partners 
on another farm. We called i t  the Miles' place. 

The families all got along extremely well. My father and his two brothers, when they got 
together as older men - Dad lived to be 77 and the - I just looked i t  up before you came 
- and both of the other ones lived to be 81, 83. One of them's 81 and one's 83 years 



old. And when they got together - as we quite often did, of course, in the country - they 
were just like three kids. Very, very close to each other and very fond of each other. But 
none of them died worth very much, still, for that matter. But I think they did a pretty 
good job. 

I think the thing I remember probably most about my father was that - until he went 
farming for himself, he always worked for somebody - he believed in giving a day's work 
for a day's pay. And I got a job a t  about seventeen, during World War I, cutting broomcorn, 
which is a horse job! There's no harder work. And for 5 dollars a day. And I came home 
and told Dad I was going to work for Mr. Norton, 5 dollars a day, and he said, "Well, I 
never thought I'd live to see it, a son of mine that would be able to earn 5 dollars a day." 
And to see that I did earn 5 dollars a day - he had been a broomcorn contractor in his 
early day - he'd cut right across the field and help me. And he would cut the south end 
of my table. He wouldn't get up where the other fellows would see him because they'd think 
then not so well of me. 

Q: I see. 

A: But he'd cut off twenty or thirty rod off of the south end. Not for anything, except just 
he wanted to be sure that his boy earned his money. And he was always that way. He 
died that way. 

Q: Now you were living near Charleston, Illinois, a t  that time? 

A: Well you know where the little town of Lerna is? 

Q: No, I don't, sir. 

A: Well, if you go 9 miles southwest of Charleston and 6 miles southeast of Mattoon, there's 
two railroads and where they cross, in Coles County, that's Lerna. It's about 4 miles north 
of the CumberlandKoles County line. 

And the one person - one of the few people that I couldn't find where they were born, when 
I wrote that book, was Charles W. Clabaugh. 

Q: Oh, is that right? (laughs) 

A: I don't know which county I was born in. Dad was a broomcorn contractor, as I say, 
and their main work was in August and I was to come in August. And I was just always 
told that Dad took Mother to Grandma's for the occasion. One of my grandmothers lived 
barely over in Coles County and the other one barely over in Cumberland County. And I 
don't know to which grandmother's she went. 

Q: Well! (laughter) 

A: And there's no record in either Coles or Cumberland County. 

Q: Hm. No record of your birth there. 

A: That's right. 

Q: I'll be doggoned. 

A: And when we got ready to go abroad in 1961 - no, 1962 - we had one heck of a 
job. (laughs) If I hadn't have been a member of the legislature, I don't think I could have 
got a birth certificate. 
































































































































































































































































































































