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Victor  F. Ciarrachi 



V i c t o r  F. Ciarrachi was born 1918 and enlisted in the United Statss 
Marines July 28, 1938 long before the Btart of World War 11. V i c  
vo1- for d .  in QllM d tells of his trip and ths sights of 
China in a trermrendxrus flood a d  a chim r&er the d d m t i o n  of q 
crthar nationals, ard of his stationing in Peluirrg, China as a guard in 
the Uhited S t a m  Emba%y there. He becaaes the ma~ger of the 
e n l m  men's club w i t h  mmy exciting stores. He tells of hils 
c&um an Pearl Harbor Qay, l&cmbx 7 ,  1941 by the Japanese had 
a l a r g e f m c e ~ a n d i n a l l o f  China. HereccRlrrtstheeffortsto 
gain release ard of mbequmt lm=h l i f e  ard heavy vmk in wsveral of 
Jm pr* of war -, and he aim tells of Ixlilding a 
mawrrtain. 

G l m  w, native of Sprirrsfield, Illinois s h  1940 is a gmduate 
of MmllKXm Qollege, is active in historia pmits. He is 
H k k d a n  for the S p r w i e l d  Area A n r e r i m  Ex Prbmers of 
W a r a S ~ l a s h a v f n s ~ a s ~ C c a r a n a n d e r .  Hewasan 
infarytryman in World W a r  11, has three battle stars for Nomany, 
N o r t h a m  and Rhheland Campaigns and the Bronze Star and the 
M d a l  far Lihmtion of Metz (France). G l m  was slected by his 
fellwnm to be a &cricks Chief at prisoner of war camp, malag IIA 

-= 

Ihe ramammipt may be mad, qwtd and c i t d  freely. It may ncrt be 
~ i n w b Q l e o r h p a r t b y a r r y m e a n s ,  e l @ C h d c c n . ~ ~ ,  

h~itingfrcrntheOralNistmyOffice,  sarqafm , SpAngfield, I l l h i s  62794-9243. 
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Victor F. C i a r r a d ,  Februerry 25, 1989, Spa:hg£ield, Illinois. 

Q: V h  arr! go- to listen to V i c  C i ~ ~ r a & i  of EIxihwst,  Illinois, v h  
cme dckJn to Sprinsfield yeskrday to give us the oral histay of the 
formation of t h i s  of Illinois, brarican Ex Prisoner of War, 
Wch he f d .  He's nw going to give us hie history of his war 
t h  etgerierm and especially his ~ i e m m  as a p r l ~ ~ ~ n e r  of war. 
V i c ,  let's start  tell* us of your life just before 
y c ~  got into the %II"w, -WrldIWr 11. 

A: I to& the mine m i c a 1  in 1934, I was sixtasn yeaws old and 
~ 0 £ t k m m t h r e e ~ t h a t t d c ~ e x a l n i m t i m 1 w a s o a h e t h a t  
passed. ~ ~ a ~ o f m i n e t h a t w ~ ~ a l r e a d y i n t h e s e w i c e a t  
W h a n d ~ t h e ~ I ~ ~ b u t m y p a y . e n t s h a d t o e i g n a n  
o k a y f o r ~ ~ g o i n a t s i x t e s n .  

A: A t  a t  time they weren't taking too marry Mar+ in the -ice. 
I d # n l t ~ w h y ~ p i c k s d m e o u t t o ~ d c r w n a f i a r r r u s i c ~ ,  if 
ny paresrts waild have signed it kut that's what they were going to do. 
Then when I cmldn't get my paresrts to sign I joined the Tbme CIS, 
~ C i v f i i a n C c g l s e r v a ~ o n C o ~ a n d I s p e r Y t a y e a r i n ~ ~ C ~ s i n  

Illinois ard Jeffarswl m c k s  and then we were mad f m m  
spartab~place inoregonandth@nIgotcut .  

A: -,clhicacpd-, I w a s w x k h ~ t h e m i n t h e  
smmrthm. M y  in the enmmnwr a d  W fall they wmld lay us off. 
I was wxkhx~ from 1935 an3 I gat Out of the Thme C ' s  in 1936 and fn 
1937 and l3m1 I didn't g m t  called back in 1938 so tkaan I decided to go 
i n e u d m t a b t h e e x e r m i n a t i c m a n d g o i n t o t b s ~ ~ .  T h a n I m s  
g o h g t o b e ~ o n m y b ~ y t h e n s o I e n l i s t s d i n t h e  
M m h  an3 we& in July 29, 2938 an3 I went to San Diego and tooknry 
b a s i c t r a ~ a n d I w r e r r t t o S e a S ~ l a r r d g a t k i d k r e d & o f  M 
S d h o o l f o r t a l k i n g t o a c o u p l e o f b y s f r c n n ~ ~ .  m b e i r r g  



A: Still intheMarines. 

A: I don't kr#rw. That was cae of the rules that they had there and 
t h q  still henre that, ycxl cculdn't talk to anyfjody artside 02 your WII 
platam when you're in boot camp. 

A: Y e s  there mu m t s  of rsr in and Italy and Eth@a & 
Spain was gettirq a little bit unsettled ard  the mntry ara. just in a 
~ ~ ~ a b a u t t o ~ l o d e a n y p l a c e a t ~ .  

Q: Nat North I~larrd is near what cim 

A: Y w ,  especially an a windy day there ware an a w f u l  lot of them 
crashes. well Uyy ww landing all ovco, on the islanl and lanaing 
a h a r d s h i p ~ U I o r e w a s n i g h t f l y ~ ~ .  1-didgowiththe 
pilots. Scam of the fellare usmi to go periodically w i t h  the pilots 
o n u U e n i ~ f l ~ ~ p o l i c a f l ~ ~ t b a t t h s y ~ d g o ~ n M d c n  
-ir test rum etc. 



A: Y e s ,  wed1 we wem no Iongar trainees, at the island we 
Marines. 

A: J \ l e t f r a n t h s S e a M h m l a n d t h q r W & l t & u t ~ a b o a + d t h e p  
thatIrnantedtogomthathadMarinsrscnit. S a s w o f t h e  
baWdpl;i zwd the carrim had Wines an, they wee doing the 
p o l i c e w c a k a b o a r d t k s e s h i p s ~ t h e ~ s d P o l ~ t h e B e ~  
togo~theBeships .  



A: Well this wa6 1939. In 1938 I ms in Sea sclhnol d boat camp awl 
in 1939 I went zdmuzd the Chauumk far Hormlulu, to Gwm, to 
Fhiligpines ard Manila to and to -u, that's in 
mim* 

Q: Them w e m  abut  a dozen of yau then at a place. 

A: Y e s ,  lnxt m went up by boat to T i e i n  arrd going up that river on 
thisboatwasasightto-, thehodiesof t h e ~ f l c a t ~ ~  
the rim. 

Q: In W river? 

Q: Caqbk by the floods? 

A: Y-, it affls juet dhskcus ,  it was ane of the biggest floaas Uley 
had had in C3xh at that time. It just msh& out 
f~lygotuptoTieoltsinwl' lerewetuokatrainto 
8pBIyt the rest of ny civilian or life until I was aqtxmd by the 
Jam=-* 



The 
rived in 7 
at Peking 
from the 
more un 
McN. Da 
lished a 
Headqua: 
1899. 

Abc 
translate( 
their intt 
commenc 
North C 
these del 
the seapl 
latter cit 
could act 
lay abou 
Marines 
T. Myers 
guard tht 

In r 
ers, the 
death or 
Von Ket~ 
seized th 
Dowager 
west Chi 
Legation 
held out 
expeditic 
the siege 



A: Yes, butr remrefreeat tha t t im,  thiswaswhenwemgoingup 
into Jap -itcwy already then in 1939. 

A: Well in ather m m free, rn wexenlt captives then. 

8: Y e s ,  I folluv.ulat but what I rmeantws, thmgh, yaumim 
sawkhkg abart civilians but ym are cwnsidered a ~ l a r h ?  

Q: art h m  carld ycu, if ycu didn't go to Sea Sclrool, you ccnild stay 
intheWineP,, crwrtinueasaMarh? 

A: Oh yes, you could do FMF w. 
a: what is F l s  duQ? 

A: Plat was the Fleet Wh,  see #ey had a Fleet Marine, they had a 
reginreatmtkbeWestCbastardtheyhadaregimentmthe~~. 

Q: fn United States or china? 



A: Qh, there - just a dozen went  up to replenish the -lamrent. 

Q: A battalion is what, thma CCa[q3BnlB8? 

A: Right. 

A: Yes, - had Wen T i e n b i n  they had the 
~imnCaP19ulateaIdCbhmqtauwastnklspmt~ 

Q: Was mt very far away? 
A: C%rabcRltahundredora~evldWentymiles£mnthecma&, 
Yes, supplies would ccrme in fmm -u. Then in 1938 arrd 1939 
and 1940 we were play* ball w i t h  the Japanese and thery were amhg 
to aur rifle range and w a u  us fire the rifles, 

Q: This was in 1940 yaz are saybq? 

Q: -ware all t h a q h m t  China? 

Q: EJm p.~ mxe on libssty, isn't Reking an inlet city or is it a - dw 



A: No h i d e n t s  arrd ~3 got alcng good. Y~B, the Japanese U d  play 
ball Md we wdld play ball in Tierrtsin and -. Thme is an 
hidemethereincZlinaattbatthandthismsatacabamtin 
Peking where the Japs had srtaged this fight with the Mar+ in this 
cabaret. 

A: No, it was w i t h  the  K 0 r w - 1 ~ .  Ihe K 6 m  were part of the 
Japanese occupation forces. 

Q: !!Bey wlere in Japanese unifmms th9sl? 

A: No, they in civilian cl* and they startad a fight in this 
~ a n d I ~ n h 9 1 3 m p a t m 1 ,  I w i s i n . u l S M p 1 s i n ~ ,  I w a ~ ~ o n t h e  
MP1s for a b u t  twu years. Arrd got this call, we went them, I tmk 
- p ~ ~ t r a l m r r v l a n d m d r i ~ ~ ~ a n d w h a d l i k e a F o r d p i c l a r p m W  
w e ~ a r t t . h e m a n d ~ I g u t t o t h i s p l a c e i t ~ ~ b y  
~ a p s a r r d t h e y ~ l i n e d u p w i t h f i x r e d b a ~ ~ t h e ~ .  

A: R L e r y w e r e ~ . U l e g u a r d ~ r n . t h e ~ o f ~ U l e y t o o k  
them to the city police statim. They had to stay them for a ample 
of days, I Wdn't  get  thean art. 

Q: Did give any mason for the fight? 

A: No, th€y didn't give any reason, it was staged by the Japanese. 

A: Yes, ~ w a r r t e d t o a x a t e a n h i d e n t a n c l g e t W ~ h c r u t o f  
china, eqxcially in the northsrn part andpodbly Sharqh& Eut it 
didn't w k ,  thiEi was in 1940 and 1941, the year ending 1940 and par t  
of 1941 that U - i q  wanted to get us cut of .therre. 



A: Right, the -1e ccaapcxlnd WEIS c M &  w i t h  a wall. 

Q: Was it typical in C3imse cities that esm33assy1s wwld be - by walls l h  a t ?  
















































































































