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Bob Chittenden - 1991 



Rck3ert llBobll chitterden, born 1922 w m t  to enlist in the U.S. Army on 
I hcabr  8, 1941, the day after World War I1 started. The mason, he 
had a brother, Hcrward, who was taken a pr- of war by the Japanese 
on Dacennber 7, 1941 while on guard as a U.S. mine at the U.S. 
En-hssy in Feking, China. 

Bh tells of his training at various U.S. Army air fields, and hclw on 
May 10, 1944 his plane was shot dawn wer lCugos1wi.a m his 13th air 
ccanbat Inissirm. He ocartirrusEt w i t h  the gtory of his aIpt3.m and his 
1- -le to suwive as a pr- of war in German -; Stalag 
Luft I11 at Sagan; and of a life-threatening 1- march in the dead of 
w i n t e r  fnrm Sagan to  Stalag XI11 D Numnbq, and thence to W a g  VII 
A, Muxbtq, and later his release fmn captivity by ammil Pattmts 
tanks. He articulates W l  his thoqhts ard his philwa& of human 
activity under such stressful coadf.tions. 

w- kWh3 repmbmt, State of Illinois &mmr&x of the AnErican 
Ek FCrW for the year 1990-1991. 

Redemof thearaJ.histarymw~irsh#uldbearinrnirrd.that it h a  
-ipt of tbs qxilmn word, a.nI that the irrtewiemr, narrator and 
stor wt to lwsarw the informal, -ti& style that is 
uhwnt  in such historical saurces. Sangam S b t e  Thiversity is ncrt 
mepmsible for the factual accxu;ncy of the m i r ,  rrorl: for views 
~ ~ t ~ a r e f o r t h s r e a d e r t o j ~ .  
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Bcb a t t a n d e n ,  May 20, 1989, Rwk Island, Illinois. 

A: A t  the t h m  World War 11 began on 7th of 1941 I was 
livhg in Sprirqfiela, Illinob with ray parents and I was nhe tea  
y a m  old wmkhq as a &ock bcry at Sears and -. Whm W war 
began it had an inmediate an c#u family -use my bmther, 
M, w a a a U n i t e d s t a t e s W h i n t h e A m e r i c a n m i b a s s y ~ a t  
PekFrYg, China. we h e w  that he was in M 1 e  frran day #l. I don't 
r e m e w b e r ~ y w h e n W e f ~ C U t ~ t h s w a s t a k a n p r i s a n a r ~ t 1  
)aerw on the next day, on 8th, 5 was dclwn at the Post O f f i c e  
in sporirqfield realty to enlist in ther4arines. I  was ready to go, 
A n d I m s p m t t y ~ a b u t m y ~ a n d s o w a s n y w h o l e  
family. I  passad ny and wantsd me cm a trah abcrut 
three hours later I said, t'Hey, hold it, yaulre not sendingme 
mywkm at  that tb." A t  that particular time the draft age was 

atxi as I say I was &@teen and I couldn't be mde to do 
that quickly and I wanted to s p m l  Chrisbnas w i t h  ny family 

andthengointhe8ervice. In . themaarr t imeIgOttothinkingabout1 
only wei$md abcn.rt a hut&ed a forty-four w, I was five eight 
a n d r w t t o o ~ .  I w a s h s a l ~ .  I g a t t o t h i n k i n g M W  
baycxet drill and hmi to band ccs'na3at ard all this  ather stuff ard I 
tfwrugM you kmt~ e m q h $ y  is about the aam size in an -lane. And 
by * t h e  Q l r b b a ~  an8 the holidays care an3 went I had decidsd to 
join the Army A h  whih is what I did on Jarmay 9th, 1942. 

Q: S t n q d y  mmgh, I was less than a half a black may fmu where 
you m3re mrkirq at that very sam day. 

A: Is that right? Pihem was that? 

what street the old Sears store was m but it's 
ftcrwn. I ~ I ~ d c k J n ~ a n d I  

j o i n e d . t h e ~ A i r C o r p s a n d t h e y p r t u ~ i m ~ t ~ c a l l a  
tradim. It's an electric onecar trolley and & w amr to Pearia 



A: m, w usua~ ranmber of gum, thirty guys, 
l h t h a t .  B u t I d o r e m r e z a b e r t h a t ~ w e w e n t t o s e e t h e m v i e ,  
Sgt. York, wh ich  is o m  of my fawrrite m i -  even today. Atrd they 

u s u p t o C a n p C h n t i n i n m d a r d ~ s p e n t t h r e e m f a u r  
days process- and test- up w, hsubq uniforms etc. Eut after 
four or five days of that w, bang, rn- on a troop trainheaded 
for Jeff- Bam'21cksI just  outside S t .  Lmis Wtls where I took my 
basic tmjnirrg. A t  that t h  of year the weather warmed up in the day 
arrd ym did close-order d r i l l  im the rrmd and at night it froze and 
each day you would just stamble on all this frozen mqh 
surfaceandbymthenextdaywhyit~nrudagain.  E u t t h r f i t w a s  
Jeff- &ma&. -there I went to Barksdale Field, in 
Ixxlisfana. 

Q: Yaz wvare hcrw lay in Jeff- Barrack&, just  a few-? 

Q: I basic irrvolved VBT~UIS periods due t o  the 
situation, so I lmm aome of us vrrnt a little b i t  lager in basic 

A: let's see, it seems to ms it was fmn the middle of Januaq 
March I guess. I was in Ladsh  at BarksdaLe Field m late 

Mar& I think, or -1yApril samhm alw in there, so itwas ten 
~ o r ~ v e ~ .  

Q: Har did yeu happan to b e l q  to the American Legion Junior Opps? 





Q: I was carious, h m  1- did y m  train a crswl 

A: Well aur crrBw put together in 1943, w3 trainsd at 
Ikvb - Monthan Field, until early Nmaber or late Wtcbr, samhere 
alcavg in -. 
Q: What w a s  that field, bcrw was that spelled? 

A: Wis M-0-N-T-H-A-N Field. Then we were stmk to a field an the 
EastCoaEit j U s t ~ i d e ~ a n d I c w n i t l r e c a l l t h e ~ 0 f i t  
just offhand. But anywayw2 finish@dup crur mdming and we had 
m t h e 4 6 O t h B m b G r e r u p .  Iwasfntha762ndBcmbSquadrm. Our 
crew flew a good many wioe bembirg missions, a lot of farmtion 
flying a things of mt scfft. I had an uvedgh t  flight 
dckln b Bat* Field in CW3a and ba& the next day arxi the platves 
~ 6 ~ ) l o a d e d w i t h ~ w e C Q U l d h a r d l y g e t t h e m u p .  whiskeywas 
vary clhsplp in Cuba, mirnxs the United states Federal taxies. There 
wasn't five dollars left in m i s  pocket on the way back and the 
planes m loadd with booze and rum ard God mafs what. I didnlt 
even drink in those days Wt it l h  the thing to do. 



Q: Waw was Mamab& qelled, do you d l ?  Itts an African tam, 
right? 

A: Well it w a s  Fattmls -, if  ycru dwzk his picture. If 
you check the Pattrm mie,  Manah& is h there. That's vhere the 
Arab's p t  m the big horse shm for hjm, the dirtiest place I ever 
saw in ny life. 

Q: Yau should have arrived t k m e  much earlier than ycrur grcrund 
f m ?  

a: WCRlLd you rec&dl h w  that Italian Field was *led? If not 
that's okay. when9 is it nsar? 

A: Itwas inthsbcm8p but I o e R l l d g i e p l  mugh cvlcffdinates. It 
was abmt f i q  kilaaneters or so sarth of mia wl.lich was a well 
knwn city in cmtral southem Italy and abaut forty or fifty 
filcxmters west of Bari, B-A-R-I, I can spell that, was m the 
Adriatic and so we sarUi of mi, ard  west of Bari. 



find to sit dam arrd when ycxl'd start w i t h  this big al\nainum cup full 
of coffee it was so damnad hot ycru MXiLdn't drink it and five mmutes 
later it was so cold ycru didnlt wmt to. Eut Wt was our 
~ i o n t o s u r a r y s c u t h e r n I t a l y .  Itwasfumy. S o t h a t l s h c r w w e  
got to  Italy. 

a: That was your main flight Emp?  And what was it yau w!re flying 
in  a t  this t h  again? 

A: B24 Consolidated Liberators. 

Q: Did yrru have Inany flights,  cQmbat flighW? 

A: Yes, I think there was a wmething rather foggy & there, I 
b a v  it was a fi.lftwaffe installation or scsmethirrg. But it was 
- i d l y  mywr f ~ m i s d o n w h e n y m ~ d g o  i n b  a group that 
was w e l l  established as a replacenmty0u-d just take off arrdgo 
withtherm. Wrtwhentheywaildserdabrandnewgrcrupintoccmbat, 
the m t h  gmup mver havhg flm a wt missim before, they'd 
give yau a ccmple of easy cines until yau got ycrur feet wet befm thq 
~ y a u ~ 1 a c e ~ y o u a r e g r r i r i g t o c a t c h h e l l .  

Q: flight mission, ycru were well I'd 
=Y 

A: Yes, been araPldthe block as they say before the t h  I got it. 

A: WeLl I3-m thFrteenth m b d o n  was to a place called W i e m r - N e w k I t .  
I'm mt a lirrguist but I think that n m n ~  IWenna Neat Plaoe," ''New 
V i a u W 1  maybe. It's a location a h r t  thirty, forty, fifty kil- 
o r m i l e s h r t s a r u ; ~ s a x t h o f ~ i e m n a ,  da- t t  
~ P l a r r t ~ ~ ~ f c n l : ~ d a y .  Andvmhadf lawnto  
P l ~ a e v a r a l ~ b e e ~ ~ ~ f l a k w a s v e r y ~ v s r y t h i & ,  
v e r y v e r y d s l n s e a n d t h e y c a l l e d i t a b o x ~ .  What -uddo  
J , f f i l a o e r t a i n ~ o f ~ ~ w i ~ f l a k d i f ~ t . l a e r y k e p t i t h o t  
emujh scsne of the planes vme go- to fly into it and mre shot 
dam. I nurrtim it because the flak pbct im at W i m N e w t a d t  was 
rather sparse. It was pinpoint ahaatlrrg rather than just a bayrage in 



Q: Had many h e n  dmmd befare that date? Of your barb group? 

A: N u t  that hemy, we used to lose a plane here arrd there but not 
that hemy. 

Q: Ncw haw did you h a p  to get  shat dcrwn arxl captured? 



go* to mash after a l e  ard yau might just  as w e l l  get the heck 
out. So that's h t  yau do. 

A: Very l i t t l e .  There js safe mice. We in mcRvltainars 
a m k y ,  was no droioe w. They're a lut of 
rathertrytorideitdmnthanto jmp. If yaucanf we anyplaceto rho 
cra&h land the darrrn thing, let's try it, or ditch it Iln the w a e  i f  
yaulre wer a sizable bodty of water. But we didn't wen have those 
apticms, which are not good optiom, especially ycrulve gat a 
plane that is so banged up as this me was. You'd have a hard tb 
crash 1ardh-q a plane that w a s  in ycru kncrw in fairly good cmlitim 
ard aurs was just barely flyirrg. 

Q: I ~ d t h i n k t h e ~ f o r j u s t a f i r e b d l l ~ a u t o f a l l  
that gasoline wmld be too great for most of yau i f  yau tried that 
-Landing. 

A: It vmld be, a t ' s  lxe. There would have hem sparks a l l  aver 
ths pl- but that was not a good m i o n  and it was never 88rimsly 
amsidklrad muse we -we had to jump mt of it. So we did. I 
t h i n k I m e n t i c r n w d i t i n n r y s t 0 Y y ~ .  IwassortofamuBe.  Our 
flightmgineerwasaguyfmnDetmitwhowaskindof a t o q h w  
a n d I d m l t l n m w i f  Imsnti~hisnarmainthareornotbutiftkis 
~enrerusedforarry th lngIwm~tuseh i s~ncrw,  IruthewasaStaff  
Sergearrtandhethmghthewasatmgh~. Hewasagocdervghear 
bcrt he bailed art just in fmnt of m and I saw hirn dam W w e  
~ o n t h e c a t w a l k r e a c t y t o j u m p a u t o f ~ b c a r v b b a y a . t d h o n e s t  
toGod, h e p t a n e f o c r t o u c t i n t h e a i r s t r e a m ~ ~ t ~ l i k e a  
little kid testhq a wadirYg pool yau knuw and he didn't want to jmp 
aqnmm than I did and he was a guy. I msmbxr a t  even 
WY 

A: Yes. 














































