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A: . . . level of trade and by the fact that so m y  itarrs of merchandise 
which, dl too often, is either unavailable or available only to  the 
highest paid level of local sociev.  It's totally unavoidable not to  have 
all the necessq ingredients for the creation of the black mrket in  any 
country h r e  Pnnerican troops are being stationed. And in China &en I 
was there, that w no different £wan any other place. As I -timed 
before, you could h y  anything on the black market. You d d  bsy canbat 
boots and you could luy any other i t e m  that w s  available to  h r i c a n  G I  's 
or American navy personnel. 

I Q: Haw do you account for this? Lack of discipline? 

A: That probably m l d  be one factor because again, I could not claim to 
be an expert in any sense of the mrd on every axmy in the mrld ,  kt 
certainly the discipline in the h r i c a n  Army traditionally has hen an a 
lesser degree that it had been in mst other arrmles. I 'm sure m y  people 
dm had ne through the service muld probably argue this point, h t  
n e v e r h L 8 s  re have nore of a d-fatically organized amy than in, 
let 's say, the Chinese Army or even mre so than in the Japanese Army. 
Certainly nuch nure so than the Russian Amy or the Gennan Atmy or the 
British Axmy. 

Q: After our. troops occupied the tom, did you feel as safe with them as 
you had with the Japanese troops? Did the population as a whole feel 
safe? 

A: Actrrally I d d  have to azlswx that in a smetJhat mxe d a b r a t e  
manner because an outri&t yes or no type of an ansRr d d  be misleading. 
I d d  say that to mst of the people, with the obvious ezeption of the 
G e m  colony for i n s m e ,  the llrrrerican Amry arrived as liberators and as 
friends. And t-he contirrucxls partying that e n t  a l l  aver town for weks 
and veeks following that a good illustration of that. 

The Japanese Army in Tsingtao as I mentioned, was entirely proper in its 
military behavior. There e r e  no a h s ,  there =re no mlestations of 
civilians. But: the Japanese Amy, nevertheless, was feared by people in 
tom and particularly by the U s e  population. Very definitely, the 
&in- people e r e  almys scared when they -re passing by Japanese 
barracks in front of the Japanese sentry. And because of the fact that 
the war was going on, it w s  not urnxsual Eor certain Chinese suspected of 
acts of terrorism or any other subversive activities or support and sympathy 
w i t h  the millas in  the rmuntaim that I mentioned-the mnxntain of Lao !r Shan--to picked up and interrogated and certainly to be tortured by the 
Japanese military al5throriti.e~. 

On the other hand, *en the very same barracks e r e  taken weer by h r i c a n  
military persumel, the biggest problem that American sentries encountered, 
as contrasted with the Japanese sentries whom the Qzinese people m l d  
dce a detour not to  ccl~le into close contact w i t h ,  the Armrican sentries 
had to spnd mst of their time patroll the area to prevent the Chinese 
people-and particularly the ycungsters- 9 ran caning over the fences or 
throu& the barkd wire intent on pilfering the supplies that =re stored 
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And one of the curiosities of those days that  I recall  quite ~ 1 1  was that 
the colonel that vas the cmmanding officer of the Marine Headquarters 
Company in *ich one of the young Marines dm eventually became very good 
friends of myself and my family w a s  one of the makers, this colmel 
issued slingshots to  all  personnel an guard duty with a supply of hck  
shot and orders -re given for than t o  use slingshots t o  get r i d  of the 
Chinese ywungsters tryhag to sneak around over to  the grounds, kith 
presented scamhat of a ridiculous picture of Marine sentries engaging in 
slingshot f i r e  at sonre kid, you know, out on a prank. But nevertheless 
this m s  actually the big problem so I think that can i l lus t ra te  quite 
wll the contrast betwen how the population f e l t  about the Japanese Army 
and the h r i c a n  Amy. And at  the sarne time d m n  the troops =re on l iberty 
or  in town, mst of the people--and particularly mmm--did not feel safe 
be% downtom a f t e r  hours dxm groups of boisterous and mst of the t h ,  
drunk Marines or seama mid be making their munds of the bars. So, on 
one side it ms a sense of being liberated and having f r i d l y  troops come 
into town d on the other hand it =S the realization that those friendly 
troops in certain circuustances, a f te r  one drink too m y ,  e r e  not safe 
to be around w i t h .  

Q: You mtioned that the k r i c a n  troops =re friendly with p as a 
Russian. kre they also friendly with the Qlinese people as far as partying? 

A: %re w s  very li t t le social cantact ketwxn h r i c a n  troops and the 
m s e  population. A s  a matter of fact the hr i can  o c c u p a t i d  forces 
stm& it on the wrong foot 411mst imnediately with the interim Q I h s e  
rwnicipal authoriq.  TZle thing that happened ws that because there was 
no regular W s e  Army units nearby,. tihe Chinese military forces 410 cane 
to  Tsi3lgtao Ere those guerrillas that I mntioned earlier in  the muntains 
of Lao Shan. And it was s a ~ b d y  fTm t h i s  group Fjho becane acting mayor 
of T s i q p o .  k a u s e  of this averwhelming military presence of k r i c a n  
am& forces in Tsingtao, it was very soon that this C2linese d c i p a l  
authority of Tsimgtao cam into a numbx of conflicts and a nmber of 
probleras with the krican carmanding personnel, both Navy and Marine. 

I recall very shortly within a couple of ~ 3 n t h s  of the Japanese surrender 
reading an editorial in a Marine Corps local newpaper &ere the acting 
W s e  myor m s  called "a h b l i n g  idiot ,  £0-r bandit from Lao Shan 
Mountainll, which w s ,  t o  say the least, not d y  a disrespectful m y  to  
address a person w b  lo, af te r  all,  a highest ranking local Chinese c iv i l  
mtbriy,  kt also something that was, diplanatically speaking, a very 
bad position t o  take. So in th is  sense there Ere a lot of problerns 
bewen the Qlinese a u t b r i t i e s  and tihe h r i c a n  authorities and very 
li t t le actual social contact. Following the initial friendly cantact on 
the 1-r levels betwen & individual Marines and the ainese people, 
be- the individual Ngvy personnel and the m s e  people, h r i c a n  
ny?mbers af the anaed forces became generally exasperated with the Chinese; 
the l i f e  style differences and the lack of c d c a t i o n .  A l l  this led t o  
a cmtirwous and ever-increasing rupture in the c d c a t i m s  and my 
i n i t i d  atteoapts at rapport o r  co-operatian. 

Q: lib e r e  the U-dnese civil leaders? 

A: I really cannot ansEr that. I have never raet any of them personally. 
I know that tihe acting myor, whom I m t i o n e d ,  m s  one of the e r s  of 
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the local. W s e  society. In other mrds he was a respectable natne in 
the region. I don't think he ws a mayor before and I don't think he m s  
a mmbr of the administration of the c i t y  or the region in  any way. But 
to the Chinese he represented a respectable figure and this type of treatmnt 
fran k r k a n  officials--wll, it was not official-but anyway, it was an 
organ of the k i n e  corps i n  Tsingtao and it ISIS certainly an error as far 
as relations w i t h  the Chinese e r e  concerned. 

Q: kll ww he appointed or elected? How did he get to  beta the hi& 
official? 

A: No, this vas s t r i c t l y  an ad b c  type of arrangement. Smwm had to 
assum the authority there and later on, the guerrilla troops that cam 
into Tsingtao were replaced by regular army Wmse units. Later an, a 
mayor regularly appointed by the Nationalist goverrnnent, took over. But 
this did not make the relatiwhip any better. lhings e r e  going from bad 
to  mrse in that relationship. And of course, the longer the American 
troops stayed in aim, the mre they =re being, almst against the w i l l  
or desire of the Plmerican govemmnt as w all know fran many 'books that 
deal with this subject-and I was a witness to that on the scene--involved 
in the w s e  civil war. 

And the bricans  tried not to take sides at t h s  and at other t b s  they 
wire taking aides. No matter dutt they =re doing they wre always getting 
mre cleeply involved in this. They *re only creating more problems which 
they Ere trying to face and at  the saaoe time still trying to  igflore. 

Q: kre you there when the Nationalist Chinese care back into the tom? 

A: Yes, I WLS there. 

Q: u s  that SEiting? 

A: kll, no, it msn't -it*. It w s  a rather sizeable conthgent. 
I d d  say it m s  probably a battalion la& that immediately indicated 
that it m s  nothing canparable in m k r s  to  the krican division. They 
had a great deal of f i r e  paer h ~ t  it was not quite enough heavy fire 
powr. They =re very heavy in  mchine guns hst b y  didn't have any 
artillery. They had a great deal of autaanatic rifles and I remember I m s  
wrZcing at that tjlllle for the U.S. Navy as a construction supervisor. I 
remnber talking with sc~ae NCO's as te =re standing at the curb on the 
street as tk Chinese battalion w s  marching by that they had mre fire 
powr per rrran than the lsmerican units had h t  that m s  s t r i c t l y  l w t ,  
automatic Tire p e r .  'Ihey had nothing in the my  of big f i r e  pwr.  And 
in a sea of h i c a n  military presence, one Chinese battalion actually 
b e c e  invisible as soon as they arrived an the scene. After it marched 
dowin the street it just disappeared fran s w t .  b r i m  presence on the 
other hand, ms ovemhelmhg. It ms all aver the town and Amrican jeeps 
-re zipping by and lknerican planes flew overhead and the harbor, as I 
rxlentionsd, m s  jus t  f i l led up w i t h  hrican Navy ships. me airport 
becam an kh air base. It i a s  a11 over. 

Q: k've gotten m again in aur story. Yau were mtioning abut getting 
married. W d  you like to pick up there? 
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A: k11, I met my wife a few months bfore I l e f t  for  Tientsin for  the 
military school, I wt her a t  a dance party a t  an anti-Camnxnist Russian 
c d t t e e ,  M y  dad at that time was chairman cJhich w s  sort  of an honorary, 
unpaid position. He w the chairman of the youth organizatim. It was 
typical for that type of an organization to  have a middle-aged person to  
be named as chaimm of a youth group, ht my dad p e r i o d  quite well  in 
that capacity. k t  nevertheless it was certainly a rather poor choice for 
a middle-aged man t o  head a group of that nature. 

So e had a dance party and I had mt my future wife's s i s te r  before. Her 
younger s i s te r  was quite a talented g i r l  who wrote poetry, did sketches 
for stage presentations, and things of that nature. This m s  the f i r s t  
tirxle that I had a t  my wife and R had not been introduced. She was 
s i t t ing across the roan and in my typical, very brusque mmer--even 
though I am a very shy person by nature--I just sort  of s l id  across the 
roan to her and introduced nyself and asked her for  a dance. And she was 

I te flabbergasted and I thirik ve did dance. That 's how vie raet and we 
ted a mber of times following that and when I mt to  school we 

corresponded occasionally. And after I c m ~  back from school within one 
year = decided to  mrry. There a s  a great deal of oppositiun on the 
part of my parents which happens frequently I guess. You never pick a 
future mate that m l d  satisfy your parents' plans for you Ixlt w overcame 
that and E did marry. 

k mrried in June of 1945 and I r-r the day quite wll, not only 
because of that occasion but because that happened to  be the second and 
l a s t  t h  that the k r i c a n  Air Force h b e d  Tshgtao. Our viedding day 
was marked by this great deal of anti-aircraft gun f i r e  and sounds of barb 
e x p l o s ~ .  It was a small scale a i r  raid--I believe only four or  maybe 
five P-38's =re the planes that the Amxicans used which is actually a 
fighter plane. They also e r e  adapted I believe during the wr to  carry 
small size aerial  bh and they sunk tm or three small Japanese supply 
boats in the harbor. Che of the planes w s  shot dawn and la ter  was put m 
display in front of the mmicipal building I believe. 

In my case a t  happened, so far  as I was concerned personally, was in the 
middle of the noorning I mt to a barber shop to get a fresh haircut and 
as I was just about finished with the barber shop, the air raid was sounded 
and that meant that nobody cwld go out into the street. I don't r d r  
the tb,  it was a midday church e d d h g  ceremony. I had a mmber of 
other things to  attend t o  and there t a s  no tel l ing how long the alarm 
d d  stay in effect. kcause Tsimgtao is situated on hills, there are a 
lo t  of back a l l e y s - - a c ~ l l y  footpaths--on which you can cross behind the 
houses through the hills and so that 's what I had t o  do t o  get back hcsne. 
I b e l l w e  by the time I got  ha^ the all-clear sounded and the res t  of 
the arrangements were not, in any way, impeded by the air raid. 

Q: How rimy Russian youths Ere there at that t h  as umbers of your 
organization? 

A: Members of the youth group? Oh, not tao mny. I d d  say that 
perhaps E had a membership of f if ty.  Incidentally, when I came back from 
the school, my dad ms replaced as the leader of the group by myself. I 
inherited that, you might say. bk had a rarmber of interesting projects 
and things of that nature bst again, the whole structure of the c d t y  
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was to be total ly revamped because of the end of the wr, the end of the 
Japanese occupation, the termination of anti-Cmmmist activit ies and all 
that, % all those things =re ac tud ly  to  contime only for a few mre 
mths. 

Q: You said yau had dances. W d  you have orchestras for these dances? 

A: There usually d d  be a d l  band. 

Q: Russian? 

A: Yes, definitely. 

Q: W d  you do other things besides having dances? 

A: Oh, there d d  be lectures, and there wuld be, as I mentioned, stage 
plays. lhere w l d  be poetry recitations, and a mder of things of that 
nature. There d d  be also private parties that d d  be staged in 
private hmres of mire of the umbers of the organization. In other wxds, 
wen though all these people that d d  attend d d  be &rs of the 
group, it m i l d  be mre in the my of a private party rather than a formal 
function. 

Q: b h a t  ages d d  these people be? 

A: I d d  say from older teens to mid--ties. 

Q: kre there similar organizations for the punger children? 

A: No, the only other organization d d  be the Boy Scouts that  I -timed 
I had organized a ich ,  by that the, becam pretty much inactive. 

Q: Yau did mtion the Boy Scouts and ta ]re that d d  be perhaps a traditional 
British sort of organization. Is that the w y  the Boy Scouts originally 
got started? 

A: I believe Russian b y  S c a t s  -re organized two years after Lord 
Baden-Pel1 organized the Boy Scouts in England. And of c a s e  originally 
Baden-Pel1 organized the Boy Scouts during the Anglo-Boer k r  in  Africa 
in what today is the Republic of South Africa. But in Russia, the Boy 
Scouts =re organized either in 1909 or 1911. If it m s  1911, then 1909 
FJpUld be the beginning of the Boy Scouts in England, And the person dm 
organized the Boy Scouts in Russia, m s ,  just as Lord Baden-Pnll , a 
military officer. Jb uw a member of the -rial Guard. 

Incidentally the Boy Scouts -elves were organized in Russia in  Tsarskoye 
Selo which is a d l  reeort: t o m  nearby St. Peterslug,  or ~t now is 
uningrad . It m s  a mxer palace for the tsar f d l y  and as a matter of 
fact, the fact that the officer ws a &r of the Imperial Ouaxd and 
stationed as a mber of the guard &tacbmt a i c h  was doing duty in 
Tsaxskoye Selo. In other words he assigned the guard duty for the 
tsar himself m s  an interesting £actor in the success of the venture 
*re. 
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And the scoutmaster rho m s  our chief scoumster in  Slanghai riho m s  rty 
instructor and -tor in the Boy Scout mrvment when I jolned - the son 
of another young officer. No t  a t  that t h e  but a few years following 
that, b i n g  the WWI days, he ms recuperating fran wunds received a t  the 
front in his participation in a battle w i t h  the German d e s ,  in  a hospital 
h ich  WIS in Tsarskoye Selo. This MEU where the tsarina and her daughters 
and ladies-in-wit- -re participating and helping w i t h  carrying out 
activities and duties in the upkeep of the hospital. 

So again, the cannection &re my scmtmaster had a l h k  to, for one 
thing, the very beginning of the scout mnranent in Russia and wen to the 
linperial family in Russia. 

He himself of course did not participate in W W I  because he was too 
He m s  a cadet in Siberia the Russian civi l  mr and saw SUE =t c 
action the Russian civil  war, but not very much. And he ws me of 
those dedicated persons * took scouting so nu& to  heart that it actually 
resulted in the break-up of his family l i fe .  His wife deserted him and he 
actually lived day and ni&t by his wrk w i t h  the scouting m-t. He 
lives in this country now, or lived here several years ago. I haven't 
been in touch with him for a ntanber of years m. 

Q: l ha t ' s  interesting because I as& that dxm you =re living in 
Shanghai at the British k t e r  krks that it d d  have been the British 
dm started the scout troop. You're s a w  that this was a Russian Scout 
troop frm Russia? 

A: Yes. mvanent i tself  was definitely Russian and it ws an accredited 
part of the international scout mmt. And in Shanghai, because of the 
cosmopolitan type of city, w had Boy Scout troops of every nationality 
starting with the m e s e  dm e r e  very active in boy scouting and of 
course, the British =re represented very sizably.  A s  a matter of fact 
the British Boy Scaut Association in Shan&ai had a beautiful camp outside 
the city in an area called Hanjow. They had a rustic type of a pavilion 
w i t h  sleeping accamrodatu if you had to use that, and also grounds for 
putting up your tents. k E r e  a l l m d  by the British Boy Scouts Association 
t o  c m ~  at a tine w h m  they =re not using it t k e l v e s ,  to  use all t k  
faci l i t ies  there. I think I participated in a couple of camp-outs there 
of a few days' duration each the with our wZlole organization which cmsisted 
of three troops. I later  becane assistant scautmaster or the leader of 
one of those troops, before I mved t o  Tsingtao, and w d d  do a lot  of 
our s c a t  training at the campgrounds. kk had, I muld say, probably 
abut 150 members in our Russian Boy Scaut Association. 

Q: Wat other nationalities had troops? 

A: I think there w s  an Italian organization, and there m s  a rather 
sizeable F'rench Boy Scout orgdzation. There was Portugese and I think 
there vas a Geman Boy b u t  organization and also very definitely a 
Japanese Boy Scout organization. 

Q: That's interesting. I've heard that ttae Boy S e a s  came about largely 
in this country because of urbanizatian. Do you feel that d d  have been 
t rue  in Shanghai? 
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A: Yes, I m l d  feel that probably d d  be part of the reason for it 
because it 's actually pretty hard to b@ne anything mre urbanized than 
Smghai, wen in those &p. Of course there =re same typically local 
factors involved. 

For instance, w had nightmares in Smghai w i t h  our traffic patterns and 
our problan of t ra f f ic  in those days and mbch more so than anything imaginable 
that could take place in t h i s  country. Because in Shanghai for  instance, 
during the rush hours, the t ra f f ic  cans i s td  of h s  , including double 
decker ks--&@ah style--streetcars that e r e  rurming on tracks and 
also the trolley b e s ,  the streetcars that =re nmning on rubber-tired 
wheels. A l l  these had to sort of scoot aruund ane ano-r and a number of 
people *re not - r e l y  wise. There w sizeable autambile t raff ic  
including a multitude of taxi cabs. %re -re thousands upon thousands 
of rickshaw carriages being pulled by rickshaw coolies manually and l a te r  
on, just Wore wr, a mber of peddycabs appeared, which is a rickshaw 
that is attached to a bicycle so that the rickshaw coolie does not have to 
pull it manually, he pedals on a bicycle. And af ter  the war, rickshaws 
=re h s t  total ly replaced by peddycab, but not c q l e t e l y .  

There e r e  also tens of thousands of people riding bicycles. There =re 
mn pulling or pushing single wheel f ~ i & t  carts on M c h  loads of any 
k id-- i t  could have been sacks of grain or it could have been barrels of 
o i l  or whatever--dd k transported that my. There -re Qdmae laborers 
carrying loads on bamboo poles slung across their  shoulders. And h d  up 
w i t h  all this and almys overflowing the pavemats fran the sidewalk there 
d d  be utilliorrs of pedestrians. And all this multitude of vehicles and 
hmmity wuld tend t o  pay very l i t t le attention to  t ra f f ic  l w t s  and to  
a l l  those impressive ballet-type of gymastics that I described that the 
t raff ic  cops =re engaged in. So here you have your urbanization carried 
to  its extrme perhaps and mixed w i t h  typically Chinese behavior and also 
the need £ox transportation. That is also typically CZlinese and is not to 
be found in any k r i c a n  c i ty ,  large or  d l .  

Q: k've been told that w h r i c a n s  have the greatest myth of the rural 
soc iev  being the prre and good one. Do yau think that was one of the 
reasons for the strength of the Boy Scout r m v a m t  in Shanghai? 

A: ell, let me say this . . . 
Q: Perhaps th is  is not typically Elnaerican. 

A: Yes, I think i t 's  not typically br ican  but also to  respond to yaur 
*stion, the only manhgful answx muld be in regards to  the Chinese 
Boy Scaxts. Because only minese Boy S c a t s  m d d  have any influence Eran 
the rural area. Because dl other Boy Scaut organizatiom Ere only 
Szanghai Boy Scouts, the organization of the foreigners of the people who 
lived in 3mnghai proper. And my ccmtacts w i t h  Qlinese Boy Scouts -re 
extremely m h b d  b e w e  the only actual contact = had w i t h  them was 
that they had a couple of stores of boy scout type of supplies. Occasionally 
I wu.ldGbe delegated to go and place an order w i t h  than for any khd  of 
Boy Scmt insigfb to be rnade or shoul&r patch or things of that nature. 
So I really cannot say Mhe&r lbt m s  true or not. 


























































































































































