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A: . . . level of trade and by the fact that so many items of merchandise
which, all too often, is either unavailable or available only to the
highest paid level of local society., It's totally unavoidable not to have
all the necessary ingredients for the creation of the black market in any
comtry where American troops are being stationed. And in China vhen I
was there, that was no different fram any other place. As I mentioned
before, you could huy anything on the black market. You could buy combat
. boots and you could buy any other item that was available to American GI's
or American navy personnel.

Q: How do you account for this? Lack of discipline?

A: That probably would be one factor because again, I could not claim to

be an expert in any sense of the word on every amy in the world, but

certainly the discipline in the American Army traditionally has been on a

lesser degree that it had been in most other armies. I'm sure many people
%o through the service would probably argue this point, but
nevertheless we have more of a democratically organized armmy than in,

let's say, the Chinese Ammy or evenunresothanintheJapaneseArmy |

Certainly much more so than the Russian Army or the German Amy or the

British Army.

Q: After our troops occupied the town, did you feel as safe with them as
you had with the Japanese troops? Did the population as a whole feel
safe?

A: Actually I would have to answer that in a somewhat more elaborate
manner because an outright yes or no type of an answer would be misleading.
I would say that to most of the people, with the obvious exception of the
German colony for instance, the American Armmy arrived as liberators and as
friends, And the continuous partying that went all over town for weeks
and weeks following that was a good illustration of that.

The Japanese Army in Tsingtao as I mentioned, was entirely proper in its
military behavior. There were no abuses, there were no molestations of
civilians. But the Japanese Ammy, nevertheless, was feared by people in
town and particularly by the Chinese population. Very definitely, the
Chinese people were always scared when they were passing by Japanese
barracks in front of the Japanese sentry.,. And because of the fact that
the war was going on, it was not unusual for certain Chinese suspected of
acts of terrorism or any other subversive activities or support and sympathy
with the rrillas in the mountains that I mentioned--the mountain of Lao
Shan--to gepl.cked up and interrogated and certainly to be tortured by the
Japanese military authorities.,

On the other hand, when the very same barracks were taken over by American
military persommel, the biggest problem that American sentries encountered,
as contrasted with the Japanese sentries whom the Chinese people would
make a detour not to came into close contact with, the American sentries
had to spend most of their time patroll the area to prevent the Chinese
people--and particularly the youngsters--from coming over the fences or
through the barbed wire intent on pilfering the supplies that were stored
there,
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And one of the curiosities of those days that I recall quite well was that
the colonel that was the commanding officer of the Marine Headquarters
Company in which one of the young Marines who eventually became very good
friends of myself and my family was one of the members, this colonel
issued slingshots to all persomnel on guard duty with a supply of buck
shot and orders were given for them to use slingshots to get rid of the
Chinese youngsters trying to sneak around over to the grounds, which
presented somewhat of a ridiculous picture of Marine sentries engaging in
slingshot fire at some kid, you know, out on a prank. But nevertheless
this was actually the big problem so I think that can illustrate quite
well the contrast between how the population felt about the Japanese Army
and the American Amy. And at the same time when the troops were on liberty
or in town, most of the people--and particularly women--did not feel safe
being downtown after hours when groups of boisterous and most of the time,
drunk Marines or seamen would be making their rounds of the bars. So, on
one side it was a sense of being liberated and having friendly troops come
into town and on the other hand it was the realization that those friendly
troops in certain circumstances, after one drink too many, were not safe
to be around with.

Q: You mentioned that the American troops were friendly with you as a
Russian. Were they also friendly with the Chinese people as far as partying?

A: There was very little social contact between American troops and the
Chinese population. As a matter of fact the American occupational forces
struck it on the wrong foot almost immediately with the interim Chinese
municipal authority. The thing that happened was that because there was
no regular Chinese Army units nearby,. the Chinese military forces who came
to Tsingtao were those guerrillas that I mentioned earlier in the mountains
of Lao Shan. And it was somebody from this group who became acting mayor
of Tsingtao. Because of this overwhelming military presence of American
armed forces in Tsingtao, it was very soon that this Chinese mmwicipal
authority of Tsingtao came into a number of conflicts and a number of
problems with the American commanding persomnel, both Navy and Marine.

I recall very shortly within a couple of months of the Japanese surrender
reading an editorial in a Marine Corps local newspaper where the acting
Chinese mayor was called "a bumbling idiot, former bandit from Lao Shan
Mountain", which was, to say the least, not only a disrespectful way to
address a person who was, after all, a highest ranking local Chinese civil
authority, but also something that was, diplomatically speaking, a very
bad position to take. So in this sense there were a lot of problems
between the Chinese authorities and the American authorities and very
little actual social contact. Following the initial friendly contact on
the lower levels between the individual Marines and the Chinese people,
between the individual Navy persomnel and the Chinese people, American
members of the armed forces became generally exasperated with the Chinese;
the life style differences and the lack of commmication., All this led to
a continuous and ever-increasing rupture in the commmications and any
initial attempts at rapport or co-operation.

Q: Who were the Chinese civil leaders?

A: I really canmnot answer that. I have never met any of them personally.
I know that the acting mayor, whom I mentioned, was one of the members of
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the local Chinese soclety. In other words he was a respectable name in

the region. I don't think he was a mayor before and I don't think he was

a member of the administration of the city or the region in any way. But

to the Chinese he represented a respectable figure and this type of treatment
from American officials--well, it was not official--but anyway, it was an
organ of the Marine corps in Tsingtao and it was certainly an error as far
as relations with the Chinese were concerned.

Q: Well was he appointed or elected? How did he get to become the high
official?

A: No, this was strictly an ad hoc type of arrangement. Someone had to
assume the authority there and later on, the guerrilla troops that came
into Tsingtao were replaced by regular army Chinese units. Later on, a
mayor regularly appointed by the Nationalist goverrment, took over, But
this did not make the relationship any better., Things were going from bad
to worse in that relationship. And of course, the longer the American
troops stayed in China, the more they were being, almost against the will
or desire of the American govermment as we all know from many books that
deal with this subject--and I was a witness to that on the scene--involved
in the Chinese civil war.

And the Americans tried not to take sides at times and at other times they
were taking sides. No matter what they were doing they were always getting
more deeply involved in this., They were only creating more problems which
they were trying to face and at the same time still trying to ignore.

Q: Were you there when the Nationalist Chinese came back into the town?
A: Yes, I was there.
Q: Was that exciting?

A: Well, no, it wasn't exciting. It was a rather sizeable contingent.

I would say it was probably a battalion but that immediately indicated
that it was nothing comparable in mmbers to the American division. They
had a great deal of fire power but it was not quite enough heavy fire
power, They were very heavy in machine guns but they didn't have any
artillery. They had a great deal of automatic rifles and 1 remember I was
working at that time for the U.S. Navy as a construction supervisor. I
remember talking with some NCO's as we were standing at the curb on the
street as the Chinese battalion was marching by that they had more fire
power per man than the American units had but that was strictly light,
automatic fire power. They had nothing in the way of big fire power.

in a sea of American military presence, one Chinese battalion actually
became invisible as soon as they arrived on the scene. After it marched
down the street it just disappeared from sight. American presence on the
other hand, was overwhelming. It was all over the town and American jeeps
were zipping by and American planes flew overhead and the harbor, as I
mentioned, was just filled up with American Navy ships. The airport
became an American air base. It was all over.

Q: We've gotten on again in our story. You were mentioning about getting
married. Would you like to pick up there?




Nick Gherniavsky &3

A: Well, I met my wife a few months before I left for Tientsin for the
military school. I met her at a dance party at an anti-Commmist Russian
committee. My dad at that time was chaimman which was sort of an honorary,
unpaid position. He was the chairman of the youth organization. It was
typical for that type of an organization to have a middle-aged person to
be named as chairman of a youth group, but my dad performed quite well in
that capacity. But nevertheless it was certainly a rather poor choice for
a middle-aged man to head a group of that nature.

So we had a dance party and I had met my future wife's sister before. Her
younger sister was quite a talented girl who wrote poetry, did sketches
for stage presentations, and things of that nature. This was the first
time that I had met my wife and we had not been introduced. She was
sitting across the room and in my typical, very brusque manner--even
though T am a very shy person by nature--I just sort of slid across the
room to her and introduced myself and asked her for a dance. And she was

ite flabbergasted and I think we did dance. That's how we met and we

ted a mumber of times following that and when I went to school we
corresponded occasionally. And after I came back from school within one
year we decided to marry. There was a great deal of opposition on the
part of my parents which happens frequently I guess. You never pick a
future mate that would satisfy your parents' plans for you but we overcame
that and we did marry.

We married in June of 1945 and I remember the day quite well, not only
because of that occasion but because that happened to be the second and
last time that the American Air Force bombed Tsingtao. Our wedding day
was marked by this great deal of anti-aircraft gun fire and sounds of bomb
explosions. It was a small scale air rald--I believe only four or maybe
five P-38's were the planes that the Americans used which is actually a
fighter plane, They also were adapted I believe during the war to carry
small size aerial bombs and they sunk two or three small Japanese supply
boats in the harbor. One of the planes was shot down and later was put on
display in front of the mmicipal building I believe.

In my case what happened, so far as I was concerned personally, was in the
middle of the moming I went to a barber shop to get a fresh haircut and
as I was just about finished with the barber shop, the air raid was sounded
and that meant that nobody could go out into the street. I don't remember
the time, it was a midday church wedding ceremony. I had a mumber of
other things to attend to and there was no telling how long the alamm
would stay in effect. Because Tsingtao is situated on hills, there are a
lot of back alleys--actually footpaths--on which you can cross behind the
houses through the hills and so that's what I had to do to get back home.
I believe by the time I got home the all-clear was sounded and the rest of
the arrangements were not, in any way, impeded by the air raid.

Q: How many Russian youths were there at that time as members of your
organization?

A: Members of the youth group? Oh, not too many. I would say that
perhaps we had a membership of fifty. Incidentally, when I came back from
the school, my dad was replaced as the leader of the group by myself. I
inherited that, you might say. We had a mumber of interesting projects
and things of that nature but again, the whole structure of the commmity
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was to be totally revamped because of the end of the war, the end of the
Japanese occupation, the termination of anti-Commist activities and all
that. So all those things were actually to continue only for a few more
months, :

You said you had dances. Would you have orchestras for these dances?
There usually would be a small band.

Russian?

Yes, definitely.

Would you do other things besides having dances?

A: Ch, there would be lectures, and there would be, as I mentioned, stage
plays. There would be poetry recitations, and a mumber of things of that
nature. There would be also private parties that would be staged in
private homes of some of the members of the organization., In other words,
even though all these people that would attend would be members of the

group, it would be more in the way of a private party rather than a formal
function.

e Lo o

Q: What ages would these people be?
A: I would say from older teens to mid-twenties,
Q: Were there similar organizations  for the younger children?

A: No, the only other organization would be the Boy Scouts that I mentioned
I had organized which, by that time, became pretty much inactive.

Q: You did mtion the Boy Scouts and to me that would be perhaps a traditional
British sort of organization. Is that the way the Boy Scouts originally
got started? '

A: I believe Russian Boy Scouts were organized two years after Lord
Baden-Powell organized the Boy Scouts in England. And of course originally
Baden-Powell organized the Boy Scouts during the Anglo-Boer War in Africa
in what today is the Republic of South Africa., But in Russia, the Boy
Scouts were organized either in 1909 or 1911, If it was 1911, then 1909
would be the begimning of the Boy Scouts in England. And the person who
organized the Boy Scouts in Russia, was, just as Lord Baden-Powell, a
military officer. He was a member of the Imperial Guard.

Incidentally the Boy Scouts themselves were organized in Russia in Tsarskoye
Selo which is a small resort town nearby St. Petersburg, or what now is
Leningrad. It was a summer palace for the tsar family and as a matter of
fact, the fact that the officer was a member of the Imperial Guard and
stationed as a member of the guard detachment which was doing duty in
Tsarskoye Selo. In other words he was assigned the guard duty for the

tsar himself was an interesting factor in the success of the venture

there,
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And the scoutmaster who was our chief scoutmaster in i who was my
instructor and mentor in the Boy Scout movement when I joined was the son
of another young officer. Not at that time but a few years following

that, during the WWI days, he was recuperating from wounds received at the
front in his participation in a battle with the German ammies, in a hospital
which was in Tsarskoye Selo. This was where the tsarina and her daughters
and ladies-in-waiting were participating and helping with carrying out
activities and duties in the upkeep of the hospital.

So again, the connection where my scoutmaster had a link to, for one
thing, the very begimning of the scout movement in Russia and even to the
Imperial family in Russia.

He himself of course did not participate in WWI because he was too %
He was a cadet in Siberia during the Russian civil war and saw some ¢ t
action during the Russian civil war, but not very much. And he was one of
those dedicated persons who took scouting so much to heart that it actually
resulted in the break-up of his family life. His wife deserted him and he
actually lived day and night by his work with the scouting movement. He
lives in this country now, or lived here several years ago. I haven't
been in touch with him for a number of years now.

Q: That's interesting because I assumed that when you were living in
Shanghai at the British Water Works that it would have been the British
who started the scout troop. You're saying that this was a Russian Scout
troop from Russia?

A: Yes. The movement itself was definitely Russian and it was an accredited
part of the international scout movement. And in Shanghai, because of the
cosmopolitan type of city, we had Boy Scout troops of every nationality
starting with the Chinese who were very active in boy scouting and of

course, the British were represented very sizeably. As a matter of fact

the British Boy Scout Assoclation in Shanghai had a beautiful camp outside
the city in an area called Hanjow. They had a rustic type of a pavilion
with sleeping accommodations if you had to use that, and also grounds for
putting up your tents. We were allowed by the British Boy Scouts Association
to come at a time when they were not using it themselves, to use all the
facilities there. I think I participated in a couple of camp-outs there

of a few days' duration each time with our whole organization which consisted
of three troops. I later became assistant scoutmaster or the leader of

one of those troops, before I moved to Tsingtao, and we would do a lot of

our scout training at the campgrounds. We had, I would say, probably

about 150 members in our Russian Boy Scout Association,

Q: What other nationalities had troops?

A: I think there was an Italian organization, and there was a rather
sizeable French Boy Scout organization. There was Portugese and I think
there was a German Boy Scout organization and also very definitely a
Japanese Boy Scout organization.

Q: That's interesting. I've heard that the Boy Scouts came about largely
in this country because of urbanization. Do you feel that would have been

true in Shanghai?
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A: Yes, I wuld feel that probably would be part of the reason for it
because it's actually pretty hard to imagine anything more urbanized than

, even in those days. Of course there were some typically local
factors involved.

For instance, we had nightmares in Shanghai with our traffic patterns and
our problem of traffic in those days and much more so than anything imaginable
that could take place in this country., Because in Shanghai for instance,
during the rush hours, the traffic consisted of buses, including double
decker buses--English style--streetcars that were rumning on tracks and

also the trolley buses, the streetcars that were running on rubber-tired
wheels. All these had to sort of scoot around one another and a rnumber of
people were not extremely wise. There was sizeable automobile traffic
including a multitude of taxi cabs. There were thousands upon thousands

of rickshaw carriages being pulled by rickshaw coolies manually and later
on, just before the war, a mmber of peddycabs appeared, which is a rickshaw
that is attached to a bicycle so that the rickshaw coolie does not have to
pull it manually, he pedals on a bicycle. And after the war, rickshaws

were almost totally replaced by peddycabs, but not completely..

There were also tens of thousands of people riding bicycles. There were
men pulling or pushing single wheel freight carts on which loads of any
kind--it could have been sacks of grain or it could have been barrels of
oil or whatever--would be transported that way. There were Chinese laborers
carrying loads on bamboo poles slung across their shoulders. And mixed up
with all this and always overflowing the pavements from the sidewalk there
would be millions of pedestrians., And all this multitude of vehicles and
humanity would tend to pay very little attention to traffic lights and to
all those impressive ballet-type of gymnastics that I described that the
traffic cops were engaged in. So here you have your urbanization carried
to its extreme perhaps and mixed with typically Chinese behavior and also
the need for transportation. That is also typically Chinese and is not to
be found in any American city, large or small,

Q: We've been told that we Americans have the greatest myth of the rural
society being the pure and good one. Do you think that was one of the
reasons for the strength of the Boy Scout movement in Shanghai?

A: Well, let me say this , . .
Q: Perhaps this is not typically American.

A: Yes, I think it's not typically American but also to respond to your
question, the only meaningful answer would be in regards to the Chinese
Boy Scouts. Because only Chinese Boy Scouts would have any influence from
the rural area. Because all other Boy Scout organizations were only
Shanghai Boy Scouts, the organization of the foreigners of the people who
lived in Shanghai proper. And my contacts with Chinese Boy Scouts were
extremely minimal because the only actual contact we had with them was
that they had a couple of stores of boy scout type of supplies., Occasionally
I would be delegated to go and place an order with them for any kind of
Boy Scout insignia to be made or shoulder patch or things of that nature.
So I really cannot say whether that was true or not.







































































































































































































































