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Nick Cherilavsky, Spring 1973, Springfield, I l l inois .  
Bobbe Hemdon, Interviewer. 

Q. L e t ' s  go back and start at the beginning with your ear l ies t  memories, 
and t e l l  me perhaps where you were born. 

A. 1 was born Fn Win, Manchuria, China on April 15, 1924. I was a year 
and a half old when n q ~  family moved t o  S w ,  China. P@ ear l ies t  recol- 
lections, and I have two, are going back t o  approximately age three. One 
recollection i s  an image of myself walking down the s t ree t  Fn Shanghai, 
China, i n  a section of tawn which is known as Honkiew. P& dad was par t  of 
the time holding me by the hand, and another time was carny- me i n  h is  
arms. There was a great deal of shooting going on i n  the ci ty,  and of course 
I didnlt  know it a t  the time, but th i s  took place i n  1927 when Chiang I@J Shek, 
who had just recently organized Nationalist m, took Shanghai. 

What w a s  happening was known l a t e r  on i n  history as the mssacre of Shanghai 
when Chlang K a i  Shek suddenly turned on the corfunmi~t elemnts in the 
Chinese revolutionary movement and wiped out, i n  three days of fighting, 
most of the comnunist rnembrem, of Shanghails revolutionary movenzent. There 
w e r e  trucks f i l l e d  with Chinese soldiers that were racing up and d m  the 
s t ree ts ,  and the whole recollection is one of great tension and something 
of a catastrophic nature taking place i n  the city aromd us as we were  
walking down the s t ree t .  That I s  one recollectiori. 

I!@ other recollection involves a sunny s m r  or  l a t e  spring day in what 
was known as Joffre Pa& i n  the Fsench concession of Shanghai. There was 
a l o t  of greenery, and there was a pond and a sort  of a stream running from 
the pond. PQ uncle came on a v i s i t  from Russia where he stayed t o  see his  
s i s t e r ,  nly mother, in Shanghai. Later on we found out he was executed 
dur ing the purges of the 19301s. He w a s  approxhately 26 years old at the 
time, and he jwnped across the canal, or  stream, leading from the pond. He 
miscalculated and came down i n  the water and very painfully bruised h i s  
lolee. There was a lo t  of cornnotion and sympathy and h i s  cr ies  for  help, 
and so forth. 

Q. You mntioned the fighting i n  Shanghai in 1927. Were they using 
a r t i l l e ry  or was t h i s  houseto-house fi@ting? 

A. I don't think any a r t i l l e ry  was used. It w a s  mostly smll awms: r i f l e s ,  
machine guns, and th ings of t h i s  nature. 

Q. You mentimed seeing soldiers i n  trucks. Which soldiers were those? 

A. Those were Chiang Kai Shekls Nationalist ArrrTy soldiers. 

Q. What year a d  your father go t o  Manchuria? Was it a f t e r  the revolution 
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in Russia? 

A. Yes. QJ fa ther  took part  i n  the Russian Civi l  War and i n  the process 
- of tha t  he c r o s s e d a l l  of Russia fromthe Europeanpart of R u s s i a t o  the 

Far East. There he f o w t  i n  armies t ha t  were under the c-d and leader- 
ship of Admiral Kolchak. He was captured i n  Chita i n  1919, I believe, from 
a t r a i n  which was supposedly under t h e  safe  pass guaranteed by Allied 
Fxpeditionary C o m d  in Siberia,  and was f lying colors of France, England, 
Chechoslomkia, Japan and the united States.  Despite t h i s  formidable pro- 
tect ion the t r a i n  was stopped by Bolshevik forces and Admiral Kolchak and 
his staff were taken of f  the t r a i n ,  were t r i e d ,  and shot within a couple 
months. Following the disintegration of Russian White Armies in Siberia, 
rry father  l e f t  Russia on board a Japanese transport  ship  and was b r o q j ~ t  
f i r s t  t o  Korea and then made his way t o  Mmchuria. 

Q. Where was your father  b r o u a t  up? What was h i s  background? 

A. My father  cam from the southern pa& of Russia known as the Ukraine. 
He was born i n  a c i t y  called Slaviansk not far from Kiev, which i s  the 
major c i ty  i n  the Ukralne. He studied t o  be an engineer; and I believe 
he w a s  i n  h i s  second year of technical school when he volunteered t o  go f o r  
service i n  World War I. Following t h i s  he had seen seven o r  e i&t  years 
of military service first i n  World War I and then in the Russian C i v i l  War, 

Q. Which side was he on i n  the Civil War? 

A. He w a s  on the White o r  anti-Commist s ide.  Interestingly enough, how- 
ever, in his family, which was large--I think there w e r e  f lve  o r  s i x  brothers, 
I don't r eca l l  exactly now--each s ide had a n~rrber. of the fami ly  f i e t i n g  
within its ranks. One of his brothers was on the Red side,  and one was on 
what was known as the Green Amly, which was a local,  populist type of a 
movement within the Ukraine. I would l ike  t o  bring a pa ra l l e l  f r o m  Ameri- 
can history-something i n  the way of  the Qmtrell Irregulars i n  Kansas 
would be comparable, perhaps, t o  the Green i n  the Ukraine in those 
days. 

Q. Is t h i s  the arrr~t that is referred t o  sometims as the Ukrainian 
Nationalist Amy? 

A. Yes, t ha t ' s  r ight .  The leader of the am was a person cal led IWmo. 

Q. Did he part ic ipate  i n  the f i&t ing  when they were forced t o  withdraw 
into Poland, when the so-called Ukrainian Nationalist Amy withdrew in to  
Poland and then fought t h e i r  way a l l  the way back t o  Kiev? 

A. No, I think what you are  ta lking about now is  . . . there was another 
part  of t ha t ,  and tha t  was the movement fo r  independence of the Ukraine 
and tha t  was under a getman, getm being an old cossack term for a m i l i -  
tary leader. This par t icu lar  ~ITQJ at one time had established a truce 
with the G e m  which was occupying most of the Ukraine i n  those 
days. But eventually both the Getman's A r r r ~ y  and the Mahnols Green k q y  
were defeated on the one s ide by the White Russian Armies and on the other 
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sids by the Red Armies. They were sort of caught i n  between. It was a 
short lived a f f a i r  for  both of those movements. 

Q. Was your father a Russian Nationalist? 

A. S t r i c t ly  speaking, nly father i s  of the Ukrainian stock. The family 
n w  is actually a Polish n m ,  but q father has never considered him- 
se l f  t o  be a Ukrainian Nationalist. He always considered, and still  con- 
siders h i m e l f  t o  be a Russian. 

Q. Is your father  s t i l l  alive? 

A. Yes- He l ives i n  Sari Francisco ri@t now. 

Q. What did yowl father 's father do? 

A. Qy grandfather on father 's  side was a small businessman. 

Q. Was your rnother also Ukrainian? 

A. No, my mother was born when her  parents were on vacation i n  Japan. She 
was born i n  an old imperial c i ty  of Japan, Kyoto. She was also a g i n  i n  
Japan when she was a couple years old, I believe,  during the b ig  earthquake 
i n  Japan. P& mtherts parents--her father was Swedish and her mother was 
Fkench and German, so actually rrly mother has no Russian blood, whatsoever. 

Q. How did her parents happen t o  be in Japan? Were they on business there? 
You said they were on vacation. 

A. Yes, her father  was a professor of Japanese language in a Far Eastern 
Ins t i tu te  which l a t e r  on was reorganized as the University of Vladivostok. 
I t r i g u l n g l y  enou*, her father, being a Swede who was born I n  Russia and 
was teaching Japanese language i n  University of Vladivostok, was also i n  
h i s  day one of f ive o r  s i x  Westerners t o  be considered a world renowned 
authority on Japanese culture and language. He wrote a number of books, 
i n  Japanese of course, on the subject and was very well-hown and respected 
i n  Japan. 

Q. What was h is  name? 

A. Spalwing, Eugene Spalwing. 

Q. Is he still al ive? 

A. No, he died when I was a small boy. 

Q. Your father went f'rom the  Ukraine t o  mchuria  when Russia a t  tha t  
tim, mre or  less ,  had designs on tha t  part  of China? 

A. No, not really, those designs preceeded rqy dad's appearance i n  Man- 
churia by nearly a quarter of a century. They were a par t  of Russian- 
Japanese intrigue in the l a s t  years of the preceeding century and the few 
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first years of t h i s  century. So rqj dad cam t o  Manchuria when Russian in- 
fluence had already been well established there,  but because of the tmil 
and upheaval i n  Russia i t s e l f ,  was just  beginning t o  disappear f r o m  Man- 
churia. (tape stops and starts) 

Q. How did your parents happen t o  go t o  Shanghai? 

A. Prirmdly because Shanghai is and was the largest port in China. Re- 
cently it was announced tha t  it i s  the largest  c i ty  i n  the whole world, now, 
surpassing New York, London, and Tokyo. And H a r b i n  i n  Manchuria was actually 
or iginal ly  a small Chinese town. It cam under strong Russian influence 
when the Russian ISastern Railroad was brought t o  W i n  i n  Russia's move 
t o  bui ld i ts  influence i n  Mchuria and i n  Korea i n  the e m l i e r  part  of the 
century. Harbin was a very booming place pr ior  t o  the Russian C i v i l  W a r r .  
However, a f t e r  the Russian C i v i l  War, Russian influence was on the decline 
and dad had mat trouble finding a job there.  And Shx@al being the 
big metropolis, it offered much more of that  nature and so my family moved 
t o  Sh-ai. I'Q family moved t o  Shan&aL primwily because there were 
be t t e r  job opportunities. 

I r e c a l l  t ha t  i n i t i a l l y  dad had taken a rimer of temporary jobs. At 
one time he worked as a longshoreman on the docks, and I don't remrrber 
tha t ,  but I remmber the family discussion about tha t  par t icular  phase of 
our l i f e .  And then f o r  a while he worked fo r  the Shan&&- telephone com- 
pany i n s t a l l i ng  burglar alarms i n  the homes of China's millionaires. 
There were qui te  a few of those i n  Shan@ai; it was a very r ich  c i t y .  And 
following tha t ,  he was employed by The Shanghai Water Works Company, Ltd., 
which was Br i t i sh  owned and the head off ice was i n  London. It w a s  a very 
sizeable in s t a l l a t ion  on the outskir+,s of the c i ty .  

Q. Can you describe what your home looked like i n  Shan&ai? 

A. Yes, f o r  a while, par t icular ly during the time when w dad had those 
temporary jobs, and for about a year  o r  s o  following h i s  employrrmt by the 
Shaul@Slai Water Works Company, we l ived in what i n  Shan@ai was called 
terraces.  Those were buildin@ constmcted f o r  resident ial  use i n  blocks. 
Nowdays, i n  t h i s  country, we have t r a c t  horns, o r  subdivisions where the= 
are rows of similarly constructed houses and i n  Shan@ai they had mws of 
what i n  this country today we c a l l  townhouses. Usually they were a two- 
story building desiwed f o r  s ingle  family occupancy which would be con- 
structed in  blocks of ten,  f i f teen ,  twenty o r  m r e  townhouses a l l  i n  one 
block. There were a nwnber of those and usml ly  people would, instead of 
renting a whole townhouse, they would rent e i the r  a part  of it as an apnrt- 
mnt, o r  i n  many cases they would rent just a mom. And that  is  what; we 
did for  a while. Then the Water Works Company constructed company owned 
housing and s o  we moved t o  that house. We stayed there fo r  fourteen years 
and mst of ny childhood m m r i e s  are connected with tha t  par t icular  dwell- 
ing. It was also constructed as a townhouse and there were two blocks, one 
of ten  houses and the other one of s ix .  The company provided the housing 
for a l l  of i ts  employees and there were actually three separate compounds. 
One was for the hi&er echelon members of the employees, who were a l l  
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British, and these were mre elaborate and mre expensive houses. , ,men 
there were houses for  the middle echelon, who were a l l  Russian; and then 
there was also housing for  two o r  three thousand Chinese workers, which 
were of course the most Spartan i n  appearance. 

Q. What was your ham like on the inside? 

A. Well, it  was &her mdest  and not very large. The ground f loor  con- 
s i s ted  of an entry h a l l  and a stairway going t o  the second f loor ,  Then 
off t o  the ri@t from the entry hall there w a s  a moderate-sized dining 
room with a fireplace, a kitchen, and a pantry, and a l i t t l e  storage area. 
Upstalrs there were two bedroom and a bathroom and a ha l l .  Both bedrooms 
also had fireplaces f o r  heating purposes. Since the house was constructed 
on plans which w e r e  drawn by a Bri t ish architect,  Bri t ish influence was 
rather pronounced. But i n  l a t e r  years, most of the people who lived there-- 
even though winters i n  Shanaai  are rather mild--substituted e i ther  f i r e  or  
wood burning stoves i n  place of fireplaces, since fireplaces were rather 
mssy t o  use daily for  heating. 

Q. You mentioned the dining room, was there no l iving room? 

A. No, there was no l iving room, surprisingly e n o m .  Most people corn 
bined use of the dining room as a dining-living room. A n u h e r  of people 
used kitchens for  both cooking and eating t h e i r  meals, but i n  our home we 
used the dining room also as a l iv ing  mom. 

Q. You said that  these were called terraces. Was that  because of the 
geographical features of the land? 

A. No, that  was just  s t r i c t l y  a local term and I could never quite find 
out exactly why it was called t h a t .  Shanefiai is bui l t  on a very f lat  
s t re tch  of land; actually it is m h  land with no protrusions in the 
horizon, whatsoever. It 's a l l  very, very f l a t .  There are  no terraces,  
no hills, no nothing, and those were s t r i c t l y  t e r n  that  were applied to-- 
there was a Joff re  Terrace, a Ldnden Terrace, and a Happy Terrace. There 
were terraces a l l  over town and those were predominantly lower incore 
housing. 

Q. Would a terrace be similar t o  what we think of as a compound? 

A. In appearances, yes, because most of them had iron work gates of 
which som would be locked for  the night, usually m u n d  midnight. This 
was as sore precaution against burglars, and things of that  nature, but 
i n  most the gates were never used. But nevertheless there were physical 
boundaries that you could very defini tely observe. The terrace w a s  from 
t h i s  point onward, you know. 

Q. You said they never used the gates? 

A. In most of them no, but i n  some the gates were locked for  the night. 

Q. So i f  you came horn a f t e r  midni&t you couldn't get in?  
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A. Well, you'd have t o  cli& over the gate, I guess. 

Q. Did you? 

A. ( la&ter)  I never l ived i n  a terrace except for  when I was very 
young. lbst of nly later ye- were spent at that  company provided hous- 
ing. It w a s  following our move from Shan@ai t o  Tsingtao, and we lived i n  
various houses, but never a terrace.  

Q. Were the majori ty of the people Chinese i n  company housing? 

A. Yes, there were two t o  three thousand Chinese workers. They would be 
l ike  mechanics, o i l e r s ,  jani tors ,  gvdeners,  and jus t  laborers. And there 
were sixt;een households of Russian junior o r  assistant engineers who had 
the main supervisory responsibil i ty on each shif t .  There w e ' r e  three ei@t-  
hour shifts; of c o m e  the equipment had t o  be run around the clock, as at 
most of the service type ins ta l la t ions .  And s o  fmm sixteen households-- 
and since there were som bachelors who doubled up, i n  the same house--I 
would say we probably had maybe twenty Ftussian people working there.  And, 
perhaps maybe between twenty-five t o  f i f t y  Br i t i sh  subjects. 

Q. M y  were there so  many Russians? 

A ,  This is an in teres t ing  de ta i l ,  actually.  Ori@nally the company did 
not employ any Russians, there were jus t  Bri t ish and Chinese personnel. 
Tnen the Chinese workers had gone on a s t r i k e  and the company was i n  the 
danger of having t o  shut down and temporarily stop i ts services. So they 
brought in-they hired--a number of Russian people. Actually, what it 
amounted t o  w a s  t ha t  the Russians were initially hired s t r i c t l y  as s t r ike-  
breakers. That is  another minute note of a many faceted picture of foreign 
o r  Western exploitation of Chinese f a c i l i t i e s ,  Chinese resources, and 
Chinese manpower. So, in a sense--actually, not i n  a sense, but very 
directly-w dad got this job as a strikebreaker. 

Q. Did the compounds have walls? . 

A. Yes, the whole three-block large f a c i l i t y  which consisted of the m i n  
f a c i l i t i e s  where a l l  the machinery--the boi lers ,  the turbines, the pumps, 
and the  sedimnt  pools--were located and then the Bri t ish personnel com- 
pound and the adjoining Russian and Chinese and storage compound--three 
blocks i n  all--were a l l  surrounded by about ei@t foot hi@ fortress-like 
brick walls. In fac t ,  the shop b u i l & n p  i n  the rrain shop compound were 
constructed along the lines of o ld  Bri t ish castles. Interestingly enough, 
I rea l ly  don't know i f  there was any f o r e t h o m t  at the time when it was 
contmcted that  way, whether it was a resu l t  of the Boxer uprising which, 
of course, preceded nly s tay  there by a quarter of a century o r  more. But 
l a t e r  on during 1932 and 1937, when the Chinese-Japanese b a t t l e  raged i n  
Shan@f?ai, in tha t  par t icu lar  area of Shan&al, actually, the type of con- 
s t ruct ion used cam i n  very handy. Because a detachment of Bri t ish soldiers  
was stationed there t o  protect the f a c i l i t y  and with the addition of sore 
comer watchtowers, the whole place actually becam a for tress .  
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Q. D i d  both s ides  of the Chinese warring at tha t  time respect the Bri t ish 
t e r r i t o r i a l  rights? 

A. In 1937, the area i n  which the company f a c i l i t y  was located was occu- 
pied by a dt;tachment of Japanese marines. The Chinese forces were pushed 
out towards the outskirts of Shanghai-towards the outskir ts  of the Chinese 
part  of Shanghai--the area called Chapei. I don't how whether you are 
famil iar  w i t h  t h i s ,  but that is the par t  where the world famous photo- 
graph of a Chinese baby crying s i t t i n g  as t r ide  rai l road tracks following 
Japanese borrbing of Northern railway s ta t ion ,  which was i n  Chapei, was 
taken. I don't remerrber who took the photograph, but it was flashed all. 
over the world and even now can be seen in a nwnber of publications des- 
cribing the events of those days i n  Shan@ai. I 

So the protection which Brit ish accorded the f a c i l i t y  was actually not 
a l m d  e i the r  @st the Chinese o r  the Japanese. It was t o  protect the 
f a c i l i t y  and t o  l e t  the warring s ides  know tha t  there was a Br i t i sh  armed 
contingent on the p r e d s e s  and there was no damage t o  the f a c i l i t y  whatso- 
ever. I believe a s t ray  bul le t  wounded one of the Bri t ish soldiers sli&t- 
ly  at one tire. An interesting side note is: because it was necessary for 
the personnel t o  cross actually two streets--except for  the Bri t ish per- 
sonnel who l ived across only one street--at each s h i f t  hour the Br i t i sh  
soldiers would come out i n  the s t r e e t  and unfold a huge ribbon of ten  t o  
twenty large s i ze  Br i t i sh  flags which were sewn together t o  form a con- 
tinuous ribbon of Union Jacks. And so very carefully, making sure that 
they would not st shot at  i n  the  process, they would unfold t h i s  Union 
Jack bar r ie r  and s t r e t ch  it as a v i s ib l e  sippal from one sidewalk t o  the 
other. Then, very quickly the r e t i r i n g  shift would walk across the s t r e e t  
and the coming-on-the-job s h i f t  would walk t o  the f ac i l i t y .  And t h i s  
routine was conducted three times every twenty-four hours and at night 
they would put very powerful searchlights on the s t r e e t  at tha t  t im,  so  
it would be very d is t inc t ly  vis ible .  But, t ha t ' s  how they would bring 
people off the  s h i f t  and bring t h e i r  replacement on. 

Q. And this was respected by both the Japanese and the Chinese? 

A. Yes. 

Q. About how wide was the sidewalk? 

A. Well, it w a s  actually one of the d n  s t r ee t s .  I would say the side- 
walks were probably twenty fee t  wide on each s ide of the s t r e e t ,  o r  wider. 
There were two lanes of t r a f f i c  i n  each direction and i n  the middle of the 
s t r e e t  there were two s t r e e t c w  tracks.  So it was a sizable s t r e e t .  

Q. And the fla@ stretched from one s ide . . . 
A. Actually f r o m  one gate t o  another: across one sidewalk, across the 
pavemnt of the s t r e e t ,  and across the other sidewalk. 

Q. What was the g o v e m n t  of Shanghai pmper composed of? 


















































































































































