
Preface  

This  manuscript is t h e  product of a t ape  recorded in t e rv i ew conducted by 
Melinda Kwedar f o r  t h e  Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce  on June 1, 1976. Jean  Curtin 
t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t apes  and Susan Jones e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  M r s .  
Chapman reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Carmen Chapman w a s  born i n  J acksonv i l l e ,  F l o r i d a  i n  1946. She grew up i n  
Iowa and graduated from t h e  Univers i ty  of Iowa wi th  a MA i n  p o l i t i c a l  
sc ience .  I n  t h i s  memoir M r s .  Chapman d i scusses  he r  e a r l y  l i f e  i n  Iowa, 
he r  family, t h e  League of Women Voters,  h e r  campaign i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  f o r  a 
p o s i t i o n  on D i s t r i c t  186 School Board, her philosophy of teaching,  
i n t e g r a t i o n  and busing i s s u e s .  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in te rv iewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  is 
inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  is no t  
respons ib le  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  views expressed 
the re in ;  t hese  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without  permission i n  writing from t he  Oral His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Carmen Chapman, June  1, 1976, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Melinda Kwedar, Interviewer.  

Q: Carmen, when were you born and where? 

A: I was born i n  J acksonv i l l e ,  F lo r ida ,  on a nava l  base i n  J acksonv i l l e ,  
F lo r ida ,  i n  1946. 

Q: Was your f a t h e r  s t a t i o n e d  the re?  

A: Y e s ,  he had j u s t  re turned  from being s t a t i o n e d  i n  Bermuda and came 
back, as a mat te r  of f a c t  about t h e  time t h a t  I was born on t h e  naval  
base. 

Q: So he was being out-processed from the  war? 

A: Right . . . wel l ,  he r e a l l y  went in toward the  end of t h e  war. He 
w a s  a teacher  a t  t h e  time and had a deferment. He had a deferment a t  t he  
beginning of t h e  war and he r e a l l y  was i n  towards the  end of t h e  war and 
s t a t i o n e d  i n  Bermuda. 

Q: You a l l  never went t o  Bermuda, I assume. 

A: No, I d i d n ' t  g e t  t he re .  

Q: Did your mother go? 

A: No, I don' t  t h ink  so-- la ter  on, s e v e r a l  years  ago, a t  l e a s t .  I had 
one o lde r  s i s t e r  who was about  fou r  a t  t h e  t ime. 

Q: Okay, and then you--what o the r  s i s t e r s  and b ro the r s  do you have? 

A: I have one younger sister, who is about four  yea r s  younger than  I am 
and was born after--my f a t h e r  was teaching a t  Western Michigan Univers i ty .  
Well, i t 's  a long s to ry .  H e  came back t o  F o r t  Des Moines i n  Des Moines, 
Iowa and then went t o  Western Michigan and so I r e a l l y  spent  t h e  f i r s t  
p a r t  of my childhood, you know, r e c a l l i n g  i t  i n  Kalamazoo, Michigan a t  
Western. Then [ f a t h e r ]  go t  a s a b b a t i c a l  t o  go teach--or a fe l lowship  t o  
teach a t  Harvard, s o  he w a s  i n  Boston f o r  a year .  And then every o t h e r  
summer, he taught  somewhere else, so he went from Redlands, C a l i f o r n i a  t o  
Marquette, Michigan, and we r e a l l y  got  t o  l i v e  i n  many p a r t s  of t h e  
country as opposed t o  j u s t  t r a v e l i n g  through them. We t r ave l ed  a l l  over ,  
going on these  jaunts ,  bu t  I r e a l l y  got  t o  l i v e  o the r  p laces  which w a s  
r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g .  And then  about 1955, I b e l i e v e  i t  w a s ,  when I w a s  i n  
t h i r d  o r  f o u r t h  grade, we moved. He accepted t h e  Dean of L i b e r a l  A r t s  
p o s i t i o n  a t  Drake Univers i ty  i n  Des Moines and we moved t o  Des Moines and 
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my pa ren t s  a r e  s t i l l  i n  Des Moines now, so  th ings  kind of s e t t l e d  down 
a f t e r  t h a t  per iod of t ime, a s  f a r  a s  moving around. 

Q: Okay, so you spent  most of your e a r l y  l i f e  u n t i l  you were what, about 
e i g h t  years  o l d ,  moving around, spending a year  he re  . . . 
A: But one of t h e  funny th ings  I remember, I suppose because we moved 
d i f f e r e n t  places,  I can look a t  a grade and remember what I was doing a t  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  age, which is  kind of i n t e r e s t i n g  as opposed t o  l i v i n g  i n  
t h e  same place. One of t h e  th ings  t h a t  I v i v i d l y  r e c a l l  was i n  t h e  f i r s t  
grade i n  Boston, going t o  Beethoven's School and I remember the g i r l s  
played on one s i d e  of t h e  playground and the  boys on t h e  o the r ,  wi th  a 
fence down the  middle. And she c a l l e d  everyone m i s s  o r  mi s t e r  except f o r  
me and I was r e f e r r e d  t o  as "Common" i n  t h e  Bostonian accent .  So th ings  
l i k e  t h a t  s tand  ou t  a s  f a r  a s  remembering where--although one i n t e r e s t i n g  
th ing  I th ink  about ,  too ,  is  l i v i n g  on t h e  Eas t  Coast and l i v i n g  on t h e  
West Coast f o r  a time. I t h i n k  it r e a l l y  s t a r t e d  my i n t e r e s t  a s  f a r  a s  
h i s t o r y ,  government, being a b l e  t o  s e e  th ings .  I can remember very  
e a r l y ,  which must have been f i r s t  grade, v i s i t i n g  Plymouth Rock, going t o  
Salem, going t o  Williamsburg, t hese  kinds of places,  s o  I th ink  t h a t  some 
of t h i s ,  you know, t h e s e  were very impressionable th ings  t h a t  happened t o  
me. A s  I s a i d ,  by l i v i n g  a year one p lace  and then  another  summer maybe 
l i v i n g  somewhere e l s e ,  I can a s s o c i a t e  t hese  th ings ,  s e p a r a t e  them ou t ,  
and I th ink ,  as  I s a i d ,  i t  r e a l l y  kind of increased  my wanting t o  know 
more about,  oh, e s p e c i a l l y  h i s t o r y .  I r e a l l y  enjoyed t h a t  and being very 
f a sc ina t ed  wi th  Salem and t h e  witch t r i a l s  and t h i s  kind of th ing .  I 
t h ink  from my teaching  experience,  I can always t e l l  ch i ld ren  who have 
t r ave l ed .  It doesn ' t  have t o  be out  of t h e  country,  which I th ink  is t h e  
key t o  r e a l l y  knowing o r  being f a m i l i a r  wi th  p l aces  w i th in  the  United 
S t a t e s .  

Q: What about though, how e a r l y  do you th ink  that--did your younger 
s i s t e r  p i ck  up t h e  same kind of impressions? 

A: Well, I t h i n k  probably no t  as much. A s  I s a i d  before ,  f i r s t  grade 
was very memorable. I can remember somewhat l i v i n g  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  which 
was probably be fo re  I went t o  formal school.  I can remember somewhat of 
l i v i n g  i n  the--maybe i t ' s  from looking a t  p i c t u r e s ,  too,  you know, how 
much you remember. When my f a t h e r  was working on h i s  Ph.D. and I was 
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Quonset huts--you b o w ,  married s tuden t  housing, t h i s  kind 
of thing--whether some of t h a t  i s  r e c a l l e d  from p i c t u r e s ,  and you s e e  it  
and th ink  you remember i t ,  I don' t  know, i t ' s  hard t o  t e l l  when t h e  
memory s t a r t s .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  kind of i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  some of t he  th ings  
t h a t  I can s e p a r a t e  ou t ,  because of l i v i n g  d i f f e r e n t  p laces ,  as opposed 
t o  j u s t  th inking  I l i v e d  i n  Des Moines o r  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q: Did you ever f e e l  any l a c k  of s e c u r i t y  o r  l a c k  of homebase, any kind 
of t h ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A: Not r e a l l y ,  because most of our  l i v i n g  d i f f e r e n t  p laces  were f o r  
summer, so  i t  was more l i k e  an extended vaca t ion .  I remember Redlands, 
Ca l i fo rn i a ;  Marquette, Michigan; we l i v e d  i n  Wisconsin, Eau Glare,  Wisconsin, 
those  kind of places.  But those were more l i k e  extended summers. Boston 
w a s  j u s t  f o r  a year so  I r e a l l y  don ' t  t h ink ,  you know, a s  f a r  as a t t end ing  
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school  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  I don ' t  t h i n k  i t  r e a l l y  made t h a t  much 
d i f f e rence .  My mother r e c a l l e d  t h e  story--the younger you a r e ,  I th ink ,  
you can adapt  t o  things--my mother t o l d  the  s t o r y  of how we would go 
ou t s ide  i n  t he  yard. I would go out  and play with my f r i e n d s  i n  Boston 
and speak very much i n  a Bostonian accent ,  and I ' d  come i n s i d e  and I ' d  
switch i t  t o  speak a s  they  did.  So I see ch i ld ren  a s  being very  adaptable  
t o  t h e i r  peers ,  probably much more so  than a d u l t s .  It 's probably a d u l t s  
t h a t  f e a r  more moving and t h i s  kind 05 th ing  than c h i l d r e n  do, as f a r  a s  
acceptance. 

Q: How was your housing s i t u a t i o n ,  d i d  you j u s t  r e n t ?  

A: Usually t h e r e  was an  exchange of some kind because my f a t h e r  w a s  on a 
teaching kind of an  exchange. We would l i v e  i n  a f a c u l t y  person 's  house 
who w a s  gone f o r  t h e  summer, which w a s  n i c e  so  you were i n  t h e  neighborhoo~ 
o r  I remember once we l i v e d  i n  some s tudent  housing, l i k e  a dormitory, 
which was kind of--that w a s  i n  Eau C la i r e ,  Wisconsin, o r  i t  was a married 
s tudent  housing kind of th ing .  And i n  Boston, a p ro fe s so r  a t  Harvard--my 
dad had a fe l lowship  a t  Harvard--had gone t o  England f o r  a year  so t h a t  
was--so we had h i s  house. It w a s  probably b e t t e r  than j u s t  going i n t o  
a--1 remember, we were always i n  t h e  o lde r  s e c t i o n s  o r  around t h e  co l l ege  
community, which probably made a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  g e t t i n g  t o  know people,  a s  
opposed t o  moving i n t o  a s t r a n g e  community o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: Even the  ch i ld ren ,  you f e l t ,  were a l s o  s o r t  of i n  a univers i ty- type  
community? 

A: Yes, yes. 

Q: Did your o l d e r  s i s t e r  l i k e  i t  a s  we l l ?  

A: I th ink  so. I have probably a funny r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  my two s i s t e r s .  
I was t h e  middle c h i l d ,  t h e  middle of t h r e e  g i r l s ,  and a s  I r e c a l l ,  those  
two were much c l o s e r  dur ing  t h e  growing up period.  The o lde r  one pro tec ted  
the  young one and I was on my own, more o r  l e s s .  W e  have a g r e a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
now. It 's funny t o  look back on it. I probably fought--the s i b l i n g  
r i v a l r y  is probably much g r e a t e r  between me and my o l d e r  sister, and me 
and my younger sister, as opposed t o  those  two. they kind of s tuck  
toge the r ,  which I look a t  now i n  my own chi ldren .  And s i b l i n g  r i v a l r y  i n  
t h ree ,  I th ink ,  i s  much more d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e a l  with.  

Q: I ' l l  g ran t  you t h a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  middle ones. Le t ' s  s e e  now, 
we've gone through kind of your e a r l y  schooling,  and then  you a l l  moved 
t o  Des Moines. About what year  was t h a t ?  

A: That w a s  about  1955. And my f a t h e r ,  a s  I mentioned before ,  had taken 
the  Dean of L i b e r a l  A r t s  p o s i t i o n  the re ,  which had been vacated f o r  a 
t i m e .  My mother had been going t o  school  when we were l i v i n g  i n  Kalamazoo 
a t  Western and f i n i s h e d  up her  degree t h e r e  and went on t o  g e t  a mas ter ' s .  
I remember going t o  he r  graduat ion.  We were a l l  q u i t e  exc i ted .  She 
always took c l a s s e s ,  and s t a r t e d  teaching i n  t h e  pub l i c  schools .  It has  
probably made an  impression on me, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  she  always took c l a s s e s  
and d id  work when we were growing up. I t h i n k  i t  makes an impression on 
me t h a t  she  could no t  r e a l l y  accept  t h e  l i f e s t y l e  of j u s t  he r  ch i ld ren .  
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I never f e l t  deprived i n  any way. Probably, being a teacher ,  he r  hours 
were such t h a t  she  was usua l ly  home about t h e  same time we were from 
school.  I can remember being very proud of h e r  teaching and graduat ing 
and my f a t h e r  a l s o ,  she  had put him through school ,  which was very  t y p i c a l ,  
I th ink ,  of t h i s  e r a .  Probably of ours ,  too,  bu t  I don ' t  t h ink  as much 
so  a s  during t h e  Depression, you know, l i v i n g  through t h e  Depression 
days. She had helped, as I mentioned before,  t o  put  my dad through, so  I 
th ink  t h i s  w a s  kind of n i ce .  And he put  he r  through school.  

One th ing  a t  Drake, and a t  o the r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a l s o ,  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
is t h a t  they can go t u i t i o n  f r e e .  A l l  ch i ld ren  and spouses,  and t h i s  is 
from custodian t o  p re s iden t ,  which is a n i c e  s i d e  b e n e f i t  of t he  u n i v e r s i t y .  
Mother a l s o  w a s  very  interested--she had always taken e x t r a  courses  i n  
a r t ,  had a degree, I t h i n k  she had an  e x t r a  degree i n  elementary counsel ing,  
which is a r a t h e r  new f i e l d .  And has  been teaching now i n  Des Moines. I 
th ink  she ' s  been t h e r e  f i f t e e n  o r  s i x t e e n  years ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
It 's been q u i t e  a while.  

Q: What kind of work d id  she do when she  pu t  your f a t h e r  through school? 

A: I th ink ,  i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken, I th ink  she  waited on t a b l e s ,  I th ink  
some. I t h i n k  she  d id  some research  and typing and working a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  
a l s o  i n  Iowa City.  It 's funny, I never stopped t o  t h i n k  about t h a t .  I 
know she put  him through school.  She came from a very l a r g e  family and a 
r e l a t i v e l y  poor one. Both my pa ren t s  came from t h e  farm, a s  a mat te r  of 
f a c t ,  i n  nor thern  Iowa. She even put  h e r s e l f  through high school ,  came 
i n t o  town and l i v e d  with a family and babysat ,  you know, was kind of t h e  
nanny person i n  high school.  So I suppose was q u i t e  a b i t  o lde r ,  she  was 
married a t  n ine teen ,  and probably q u i t e  o ld  f o r  h e r  age a t  n ine teen ,  you 
know, a f t e r  p u t t i n g  h e r s e l f  through school.  And my f a t h e r  was probably 
t h e  f i r s t  one from t h i s  small community where he was from t o  go t o  co l l ege  
and jun io r  co l l ege  and go on. Kind of t h e  l o c a l  boy makes good kind of 
thing.  Most of them s tayed  and became farmers,  took over t h e i r  pa ren t s '  
farms, t h i s  kind of th ing .  

Q: This  was i n  Iowa? 

A: Y e s ,  t h i s  was up near  E s t e r v i l l e ,  Iowa, which is  almost t o  t h e  Minnesota 
border ,  I suppose with t h a t  background--that is s t i l l  my f a t h e r ' s  golf  
game--as a gardener o r  going t o  he lp  my uncle  on t h e  farm, t h i s  kind of 
th ing .  

Q: That ' s  where he re laxes?  

A: Right,  r i g h t .  Get t ing  back t o  t h e  e a r t h  type of th ing .  

Q: I guess we never  g e t  away from t h a t ,  do we? So your pa ren t s  were 
both n a t i v e s  of Iowa. Do you th ink  they were anxious t o  g e t  back t h e r e  
and a r e  happy wi th  being back there?  

A: I th ink  so. I t h i n k  they have t a lked  about it. I t h i n k  they ' r e  
worrying about r e t i r emen t  now, not  worrying but  wondering where they want 
t o  be. T t h i n k  my f a t h e r  thought of maybe going and spending h i s  t w i l i g h t  
years  on t h e  farm. I don ' t  t h ink  t h a t  my mother is going t o  t h ink  t h a t  . 
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. . He may look upon t h a t  a s  r e l axa t ion ,  I doubt i f  t h a t  w i l l  keep him 
busy. H e  had a s a b b a t i c a l  t o  teach  i n  New Guinea, a Fu lb r igh t  Fellowship 
t o  teach i n  New Guinea f o r  a year and 1 t h i n k  t h i s  made them r e a l i z e  t h a t  
t h e r e  were a l o t  of f i e l d s  and p laces  open t o  them, even upon being 
r e t i r e d ,  poss ib ly  through--he's a c t i v e  i n  t he  P re sby te r i an  Church i n  Des 
Moines--possibly through t h i s  he would go teach  somewhere e l s e .  I th ink  
i t ' s  probably an  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  m e  t h a t  he doesn ' t  want t o  become old i n  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  He  has  s i n c e  r e t i r e d  from t h e  deanship and resigned and 
i s  now j u s t  teaching.  He has  seen too  many people i n  p o s i t i o n  go through, 
s h a l l  we say,  f a l l i n g  down as f a r  a s  being e f f e c t i v e  and I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  
something he doesn ' t  want, and Mother is t h e  same way a s  f a r  as teaching.  
I th ink  i t ' s  something f o r  m e  t o  s e e  t h a t  they have no t  l o s t  t h i s ,  s h a l l  
we say, a b i l i t y  t o  look a t  t h ings  o b j e c t i v e l y  even though they a r e  approaching 
t h i s  age. Becauae I remember them always t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  type of 
thing.  

9 :  Your f a t h e r  went t o  New Guinea f o r  a year? 

A: Yes, t h i s  would have been 1970, t h e  year  J u s t i n  was born. I remember 
t h a t .  And then Mother--he went i n  February and I t h i n k  my s i s t e r ,  my 
younger sister, was no t  married a t  t h e  t ime and my mother joined him when 
school  was ou t ,  and then they re turned  i n  December, so  they had q u i t e  an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  t r i p .  They went h o t  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d s  of New Guinea. Mother 
helped i n  the  v i l l a g e  wi th  the  school  ch i ld ren  and Fa ther  was a l s o  t h e r e  
a t  t h e  governmental [ r e q u e s t ]  as an  advisor  from a kind of an  exchange. 
So t h a t ' s  why they were going and dea l ing  wi th  the  t r i b e s .  Real ly a 
f a n t a s t i c  experience a s  f a r  a s  l i v i n g  there .  I th ink  they want t o  go 
back. And they a l s o  made a l o t  of good f r i e n d s  when they were teaching 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Papua i n  New Guinea. 

Q: What i s  your f a t h e r ' s  f i e l d ?  

A: P o l i t i c a l  sc ience .  

Q: Oh, I should have known t h a t .  

A: I was mentioning t o  t h i s  c l a s s  t h e  o t h e r  day where I was speaking 
somewhere, and probably p o l i t i c s  has  played a g r e a t  d e a l  i n  my l i f e ,  and 
I don ' t  th ink  i t  should be a shock o r  s u r p r i s e  f o r  one of u s  t o  have gone 
i n t o  it. My sister is i n  Engl i sh  [my o lde r  s i s t e r ]  and I went i n t o  
p o l i t i c a l  sc ience ,  and my younger s i s t e r  is  g e t t i n g  a mas ter ' s  i n  s o c i a l  
work a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Iowa. P o l i t i c s  were discussed, we were very  
pol i t ical ly-minded people. We discussed p o l i t i c s  a t  t h e  t a b l e  cons t an t ly ,  
very l i b e r a l  Democrats. I can remember my mother saying t o  m e  i n  1956, 
very c l e a r l y  upon going t o  bed on e l e c t i o n  n igh t ,  something I s a i d  l i k e ,  
"What about M r .  Stevenson, s other?" And she  s a i d ,  "I th ink  you should 
say a l i t t l e  prayer." ( l augh te r )  Adla i  Stevenson was one of he r  heroes.  
My mother voted f o r  Harry Truman, I can can remember t h a t ,  no t  remember, 
bu t  remember her  t a l k i n g  about  it ,  because f a t h e r  decided he d i d n ' t  have 
a chance and voted for t h e  B u l l  Moose p a r t y  of something i n  1948. Richard 
Nixon w a s  a swear word. I can remember my f a t h e r  becoming very  l i v i d ,  I 
can remember watching t h e  Checker Speech on TV and h i s  comments about i t ,  
because we  l i v e d  i n  Boston i n  1952. A s  I said before ,  how I can remember 
where I w a s  and we d id  have a TV s e t  t he re ,  which probably t h e r e  weren't  
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a l l  t h a t  many a t  t h e  time. Those are t h e  kind of t h ings  t h a t  probably 
have made an impression upon me and have molded m e  i n t o  wanting t o  become 
involved, always being involved i n  p o l i t i c s  and probably a more l i b e r a l  
upbringing than some o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Another t h ing  I can r e c a l l  is  a s  a youngster growing up and people asking 
you what your f a t h e r  did--and t h i s  is somewhat related--and my f r i e n d s  
would say,  you h o w ,  ''My f a t h e r  i s  a doctor," and I would say ,  "Well, my 
f a t h e r  is a doctor ,  bu t  he is  a f ake  doctor." ( l augh te r )  There 's  always 
t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  between, you know, Ph.D. and M.D. type of t h ing  s o  the  
age-old debate  of s o c i a l i z e d  medicine, which I a m  s u r e  you apprec i a t e .  
People say,  "Well, my f a t h e r  went t o  school  f o r  twelve yea r s  t o  become a 
medical doctor ,"  and I would say,  "well, my f a t h e r  went t o  school  . . . 
'l ( laughs) This  type of th ing .  Those a r e  t h e  kind of memories t h a t  I 
th ink  of a s  Ear a s  being r e l a t e d .  

I t h i n k  t h e r e  always w a s  t h e  f e e l i n g  of l i k i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  community, 
a l though D e s  Moines i s  b a s i c a l l y  not  a co l l ege  town a s  Champaign-Urbana, 
Iowa C i ty ,  something l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  always t h e  c o l l e g e  community. 
I th ink  i t  was a very  widening type  of th ing ,  t o  a c e r t a i n  ex t en t  i n  t h a t  
you always--there w e r e  many d i f f e r e n t  kinds of people t h a t  my pa ren t s  
a s soc i a t ed  with.  There was never any p re jud ice  i n  my mind--oriental 
f r i e n d s ,  black f r i e n d s ,  Ind ian  f r i e n d s ,  were all v i s i t o r s  t o  our home. 
So I th ink  t h a t  i n  some r e s p e c t s  t h i s  was always t r a n s l a t e d  t o  me t h a t  
t h i s  is  the  way everybody l i v e d .  I was q u i t e  shocked t o  f i n d  ou t  t h a t  
everyone d i d  not  l i v e  t h i s  way i n  accept ing  everyone. I c e r t a i n l y  t h i n k  
my parents--I t h i n k  t h e  p a r e n t a l  guidance is very  important ,  something 
t h a t  I ' m  now f e e l i n g  wi th  people who have no t  been brought up t h e  way I 
have. ( laughs)  I th ink ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e  i t 's  from the  u n i v e r s i t y ,  I t h i n k  
sometimes the  u n i v e r s i t y  can become l i k e  an  ivory  tower, on t h e  o the r  
hand, I t h i n k  t h e r e  is  a mix he re  of r e a l l y  an en l ighten ing  experience. 
Probably some s a f e t y  th ing ,  being p a r t  of an  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  some of i t ,  
l i k e  you asked me about moving d i f f e r e n t  places.  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  always 
padded by the  f a c t  t h a t  we were p a r t  of an  academic i n s t i t u t i o n ,  as 
opposed t o  j u s t  walking i n ,  and being wi th  a small company o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  wouldn't be q u i t e  a s  well-known. 

The times i n  D e s  Moines--really i t ' s  funny, because people say,  ''Where 
a r e  you from?" and I always h e s i t a t e ,  and 1 do say  D e s  Moines. Because 
obviously, my pa ren t s  a r e  s t i l l  t h e r e  and t h a t ' s  where I l i v e d  t h e  longes t .  
But I suppose a l o t  of t h i n g s  t h a t  happened be fo re  a r e  more memorable t o  
me a s  probably l i v i n g  o t h e r  places.  But I t h i n k  my pa ren t s  were happy t o  
g e t  back t o  Iowa. They had a chance, I t h i n k  t o  go--in f a c t ,  Dad--when 
w e  were i n  F lo r ida  r i g h t  a f t e r  I was born--had a chance t o  s t a y  i n  F lo r ida  
and teach and he s a i d  he d i d n ' t  want t o  b r ing  h i s  c h i l d r e n  up i n  t h e  
South, he wanted t o  g e t  back t o  t h e  Midwest, which may be a s t e r eo type  
p re jud ice ,  may n o t  be a s  t r u e  today a s  i t  was i n  1946. But [he] d id  no t  
want t o  s t a y  i n  the South. And of course,  my mother ha ted  F lo r ida .  
(laughs) Well, those  were t h e  days before  a i r -condi t ion ing ,  and bugs, 
she th inks  of i t  a s  bugs and r e p t i l e s  still today. I suppose me being 
born there .  (laughs) You know, a l l  of t h i s  i s  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  i t  and 
t h e  only way you could get cool  was t o  take  a bath. ( laughs)  So I t h i n k  
t h i s  i s  p a r t  of t he  reason why they d i d n ' t  want t o  come back t o  t h e  
Midwest. Although I r e a l l y  enjoy Michigan and Wisconsin and Minnesota. 
Iowa, you know, w a s  r a t h e r  Midwest, you c a n ' t  get much . . . 
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Q: You never f e l t  any kind of an i n f e r i o r i t y  Midwest-type of complex, 
a f t e r  having l i v e d  on t h e  f a n t a s t i c  West Coast and t h e  e l i t e  Eas t  Coast,  
o r  any t h i s  kind of f e e l i n g ?  

A: I t h i n k  i t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  l i v e  d i f f e r e n t  places.  I can remember 
v i s i t i ng - - th i s  was when I was o l d e r ,  and e s p e c i a l l y ,  you know, jun io r  
high and high school  days, meeting young people my age o r  something, and 
people thinking,  you know, t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  Indians  and t h a t  we have corn 
and we a l l  l i v e  on farms i n  Iowa, Iowa e s p e c i a l l y ,  Iowa much more than 
I l l i n o i s .  I d i d n ' t  feel--I  t h ink  I ' v e  always been very  young. I ' v e  been 
very much concerned wi th  people making a  p l ace  what i t  is, and I t h i n k  
you can be very miserable  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  and maybe i t ' s  from l i v i n g  
d i f f e r e n t  p laces  myself when 1 was younger. But I know people today i n  
Sp r ing f i e ld  who a r e  very  unhappy here.  But i t ' s  brought on by themselves 
i n  my es t imat ion ,  because i t ' s  what you make it. I guess  I ' v e  always 
f e l t  secure  enough t h a t  I haven ' t  wanted always t o  l i v e  somewhere e l s e ,  
obviously the  g r a s s  i s  greener .  I pe r sona l ly  l i k e  some wide open spaces,  
v i s i t i n g  o the r  places.  My o lde r  sister l i v e s  i n  Boston now so  we do g e t  
back t o  v i s i t .  But you know, you d r i v e  an hour and you ' re  i n  New Hampshire 
and another  hour and you're  i n  Maine and i t ' s  not  q u i t e  l i k e  New York 
City.  I t 's  a d i f f e r e n t  l i f e s t y l e  a l t o g e t h e r  t h a t  they l i v e  than we do. 

Q: None of t h e  c u l t u r a l  wasteland th ing  t h a t  i s  a  problem around here.  

A: Well . . . 
Q: There i s n ' t  i n  Iowa, I assume Des Moines . . . What s i z e  is  i t ?  

A: I t 's  about 250,000. I t 's  about  one and a ha l f  t i m e s  t h e  s i z e  of 
Spr ingf ie ld .  And i t ' s  a c a p i t a l  c i t y .  I expected i t  t o  be much more 
l i k e  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  bu t  i t ' s  no t  i n  many ways. It has  a--oh, Drake Univers i ty  
i s  obviously d i f f e r e n t  from Sangamon S t a t e .  I have very much i n t e r e s t  i n  
Sangamon S t a t e  because i t  grew up a f t e r  a  community. Drake used t o  be a  
chu rch -a f f i l i a t ed  school ,  b u t  no longer ,  bu t  i t ' s  r e a l l y  very sepa ra t e  
unto i t s e l f .  A s  I mentioned, D e s  Moines is  no t  r e a l l y  a co l l ege  town. 
There a r e  q u i t e  a few s i m i l a r i t i e s  wi th  our s ec t iona l i sm i n  Springfield--  
no r th  s i d e ,  souths ide ,  e a s t ,  west--but no t  a s  much, because i t ' s  not  a s  
small, which maybe shows up more i n  a smal le r  community. I n  many ways, 
very similar, as f a r  as out look goes. I ' m  much more involved he re  wi th  
s t a t e  government so  I would assume, growing up i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s ,  my 
jun io r  high, h igh  school  days, i t ' s  hard t o  a s s o c i a t e  now spending my 
more advanced yea r s ,  i t ' s  s o r t  of hard t o  compare t h e  two; how I view 
them. But I would assume, looking back, t h a t  i t ' s  r e a l l y  very s i m i l a r  t o  
Sp r ing f i e ld  . 
Q: Your pa ren t s  never discussed any kind of f e e l i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A: No, I th ink  they were happy. I t h i n k  my f a t h e r  w a s  happy and w a s  a  
good admin i s t r a to r ,  b u t  was happy t o  g e t  back t o  t he  classroom. I t h i n k  
he went i n t o  admin i s t r a t i on  and we r e a l l y  moved t o  D e s  Moines t o  support  
a  family. College p ro fe s so r s ,  I t h i n k  today, a r e  paid b e t t e r  than a t  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time, o r  s h a l l  we say ,  more i n  l i n e  wi th  o t h e r  profess ions  
today than they were a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time. And I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  was 
one of t h e  reasons t h a t  he d id  go i n t o  adminis t ra t ion .  And viewing from 
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what o the r  people have always s a i d ,  he  was very  much thought of a s  a good 
admin i s t r a to r ,  bu t  w a s  happy t o  g e t  back i n t o  t h e  classroom. 1 t h i n k  
t h a t  may have been, s h a l l  we say ,  p a r t  of being,  n o t  wanting t o  move 
e s p e c i a l l y  because i t  w a s  t o  a d i f f e r e n t  type of p o s i t i o n  than  he was 
before.  

Q: Okay. So when d id  your mother s t a r t  t o  teach  i n  t h e  pub l i c  schools? 

A: It must have been t h e  l a t e  f i f t i e s ,  I c a n ' t  g ive  you an exact  d a t e  on 
i t ,  bu t  I t h i n k  I was i n  j un io r  high school  a t  t h e  t ime, bu t  she  was 
tak ing  c l a s s e s  up u n t i l  t h e  time--somewhere i n  my mind, 1959 sounds about 
r i g h t ,  I ' m  no t  su re ,  t h a t  she graduated and then,  of course,  she  s t i l l  
took classes a f t e r  t h a t ,  very  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a r t .  Unfortunately 1 i n h e r i t e d  
none of t he  a r t i s t i c  t a l e n t .  ( laughs) My sisters did .  But she ' s  always 
been very i n t e r e s t e d ,  and s t i l l  t akes  c l a s s e s  today, most of t h e  time i n  
a r t .  She has been r e a l l y  involved wi th  t h e  schools ,  I th ink ,  i n  Des 
Moines, as f a r  as se rv ing  on committees, s e t t i n g  up experimental programs, 
and has taught  a l l  over  t h e  c i t y .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  t h i s  is  always t r u e ,  bu t  
i t  appears  t o  be t h a t  f i r s t  year  t eache r s  are s e n t  i n t o  l e s s  d e s i r a b l e  
schools  while  o the r  people claim t h a t  t h i s  is  not  t rue .  And she  r e a l l y  
went through some bouts  wi th  p r i n c i p a l s  and I th ink  r e a l l y  learned a l o t .  
( laughs) I not ice- - i t  probably makes me f e e l  sad sometimes today t h a t  
s h e ' l l  speak wi th  l e s s  t o l e rance  than  she  used to .  And then I th ink ,  my 
goodness, s h e ' s  almost s i x t y  yea r s  o l d  s o  obviously,  one may be g e t t i n g  a 
l i t t l e  t i r e d ,  a l though I ' m  s u r e  t h a t ,  a s  I look on i t  aga in  wi th  h inds igh t  
of dea l ing  wi th  c h i l d r e n  a l l  day and coming home and tak ing  c a r e  of us .  

It was a very equal  r o l e  a s  f a r  a s  tak ing  c a r e  of u s  w a s  concerned. 
S t i l l  today, my f a t h e r  w i l l  change my ch i ld ren ' s  d iapers .  He's always 
been involved. Maybe i t ' s  growing up wi th  four  women and a female dog 
t h a t  t h i s  has  come about. It wasn't  a r o l e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .  I t h i n k  
a l s o  t h a t  with two s i s t e r s ,  I always got  t o  do the  o u t s i d e  work. A t  one 
time, I w a s  always considered t o  be the  one who p re fe r r ed  t h a t  kind of 
work. I s t i l l  have problems today t r y i n g  t o  do t h e  i n s i d e  work. I much 
p r e f e r  t o  be outs ide .  I think a s  f a r  a s  r o l e  s t e r eo types ,  my pa ren t s  
were p r e t t y  good, because one th ing ,  probably, having t h r e e  daughters ,  
you know, you're  n o t  going t o  have r o l e  s t e r eo types  i n  chores  and t h i s  
kind of th ing ,  a s  f a r  as sex  goes and then,  because my mother--well, we 
a l l  p i tched  i n .  And I can remember complaining about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a spec t  a l though now I know good and c e r t a i n l y ,  d i v i s i o n  of chores ,  d i v i s i o n  
of labor .  

My s i s t e r  always organized everyone--my o lde r  s is ter--she was t h e  sergeant  
and she  assigned t h e  tasks .  We s t i l l  k id  about t h a t  today, about  t h e  job 
c h a r t  and how he r  jobs always seemed l e s s  demanding than ours .  But I 
th ink  a l l  and a l l ,  t h a t  having he r  work--well, i t ' s  good f o r  us. I don ' t  
s e e  any problems. We benef i ted  from i t ,  we had t o  assume our f a i r  share.  
We a l s o  were given monthly allowances, a s  I r e c a l l ,  t o  d e a l  wi th  money. 
A s  I r e c a l l ,  twenty d o l l a r s  a month, which sounded tremendous. Out of 
t h a t  twenty d o l l a r s ,  we bought our lunches o r  took them and our e x t r a  
c l o t h e s ,  l i k e  they bought coa t s  and shoes and n e c e s s i t i e s ,  bu t  we bought 
any ex t r a s .  And t h i s  r e a l l y  forced us  t o  e i t h e r  babys i t  o r  work a t  t h e  
R e g i s t r a r ' s  o f f i c e  a t  Drake part-t ime i n  t h e  summers. I worked a t  Barbar 's  
Bake Shop i n  D e s  Moines. I was f i r e d  from t h a t  job by t h e  way. F i r s t  
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job, f i r s t  and only job. I learned  an  important lesson .  My s i s t e r  had 
worked t h e r e  be fo re  and i t  was kind of a n i c e  job, worked a f t e r  school  
and on Saturdays,  and they had a l i t t l e  snack ba r ,  too,  where food was 
served,  and [I] picked up a few t i p s .  I complained about  my woman 
superv isor  because I d i d n ' t  t h ink  she was doing her  job. Well, l o  and 
behold, when I went i n  t o  complain, my employer s a i d  something about ,  
"Well, i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  way you f e e l ,  you'd probably be happier  working 
elsewhere." ( laughs)  And I remember a t  t h e  time f e e l i n g  very  crushed 
t h a t  t h i s  would be on my job resume fo reve r  and t h a t  I would be b lackbal led .  
This  w a s  a t  s i x t e e n ,  as I r e c a l l .  So I th ink  t h a t  i t  d i d  teach  me a 
l e s son  about one b e t t e r  t h i n k  about what one is going t o  complain about. 

Then I worked a t  Iowa Methodist Hospi ta l  i n  Des Moines. They had a 
pneumatic tube system running through the  h o s p i t a l .  I was t h e  tube  g i r l ,  
sending messages through. Obviously, they s t i l l  don ' t  have t h i s ,  they 
probably have a more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  set-up. And then I a l s o  typed up 
admissions. But i t  w a s  a f t e r  school ,  i t  w a s  a twenty-four hour s h i f t  on 
t h e  weekend, twelve hours Saturday and twelve on Sunday, seven t o  seven, 
and I a l t e r n a t e d  wi th  another  ga l .  But whenever w e  wanted t o  go away f o r  
t h e  weekend, we'd r e a l l y  be s tuck .  And then Sundays and hol idays ,  Christmas, 
Eas te r ,  we were always working. But i t  w a s  a good job--I gave i t  up, i t  
was good pay, much b e t t e r  pay--but I gave it up the  summer a f t e r  my 
sen io r  year and before  my freshman year  i n  c o l l e g e  t o  be a camp counselor .  
I had been a jun io r  counselor  a t  the  YWCA [Young Women's C h r i s t i a n  Associat ion]  
camp, and oh, I j u s t  couldn ' t  s tand  t o  be in s ide .  To t h i s  day, I don ' t  
l i k e  t o  be in s ide .  ( laughs)  But t h e  pay was p r a c t i c a l l y  noth ing ,  you 
h o w ,  room and board, bu t  i t  was much b e t t e r  t o  be ou t s ide .  I r e a l l y  
enjoyed the  camp. It was an  experience i n  dea l ing  with--it  probably 
helped m e  dec ide  t h a t  I would probably l i k e  t o  be a teacher  i n  dea l ing  
wi th  e s p e c i a l l y  o lde r ,  j un io r  high and high school  age ch i ld ren .  I s t i l l  
have t roub le  wi th  t h e  younger ones,  inc luding  my own ( laughs) .  

Q: Those were t h e  s t u d e n t s  you were involved wi th  i n  camp t h a t  were an 
o lde r  age? 

A: Well, they had a l l  ages ,  b u t  b a s i c a l l y  k i d s  can ' t  go t o  camp u n t i l  
--well, I th ink  most of them w e r e  j un io r  and high school  age. And some 
i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings  happened. We had some camp scho la r sh ips ,  and of 
course,  through t h e  YWCA you have a less a f f l u e n t  s e c t o r  of t h e  community 
than  you would a t  a p r i v a t e  camp. And some i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings  t h a t  I 
experienced. I worked wi th  "P" t een  groups. I don ' t  h o w  i f  they s t i l l  
c a l l  them t h a t  today through the  YWCA. Camp had a l o t  of n i c e  memories, 
too,  f o r  me, because we always had church r e t r e a t s  there .  It was j u s t  
t h e  phys ica l  set-up of it ,  I always f e l t  very  good about being t h e r e  and 
enjoyed working wi th  t h e  s tuden t s .  I can remember teaching t h e  g i r l s  how 
t o  play f o o t b a l l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  i t  was too cold t o  s w i m .  ( laughs)  

Q: You had t o  f i n d  something t o  do. 

A: Right,  I always enjoyed i t ,  and leading  camp songs, I r e a l l y  enjoyed 
the  camping experience. I n  f a c t ,  I was always t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  ou t  how 
one could t i e  t h a t  in a f t e r  one is married when you have a fami ly .  
Although I th ink  t h a t  couples  do go o u t ,  maybe t e ache r s  o r  something, and 
be camp d i r e c t o r s .  There 's  a Lot of headaches bu t  i t  r e a l l y  is kind of a 
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n e a t  experience. Probably because you a r e  away from t h e  t y p i c a l  problems 
of everyday, and i t ' s  r e a l l y  kind of a unique experience and being out  of 
doors.  I remember t ak ing  k ids  on canoe t r i p s  and s l eep ing  out  over n i g h t  
and r e a l l y ,  t h i s  is rugged camping. This  i s n ' t  l i k e  Winnebago camping, 
t h i s  is p r e t t y  p r imi t ive .  Down the  Des Moines r i v e r  and you know, sand 
and r a i n  and mosquitoes. 

Q: No one was the re .  

A: Well, yes,  you found a few cans,  so  you knew people had been there .  
But i t  w a s  kind of a--what I meant was, you d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  have t h e  supp l i e s  
o r  t h e  TV and t h e  s t e r e o  and a i r -condi t ioner  t o  go on a camp. It 's s t i l l  
my idea  of camping. I r e a l l y  kind of c r inge  a t  t h e  thought of going t o  a 
t r a i l e r  camp. I do enjoy being o u t s i d e  and I have never had t o  work 
twelve months of t h e  year--this sounds t e r r i b l e .  And even when I went t o  
summer school ,  when I was i n  t h e  Univers i ty  of Iowa, I was a playground 
d i r e c t o r ,  a s  a part- t ime job, a s  opposed t o  being in s ide .  And t h e r e  
r e a l l y  is more money i n s i d e .  ( laughs)  Playground d i r e c t o r s  can't--but I 
th ink  i t  compensates because you can be outs ide .  

Q: Your f a t h e r  helped wi th  t h e  housework a t  home. 

A: Right,  yes,  a l though I would say  t h e  r o l e  d i v i s i o n ,  I would say ,  w a s  
very  equal  a s  f a r  as th ings  being done around t h e  house. We r e a l l y  d i d  
most of i t  from t h e  t i m e  I can remember. You how,  a s  f a r  a s  breaking 
in--you d id  your l i t t l e  chores.  We were t o  be r e spons ib l e  f o r  our  room, 
t h i s  type of th ing ,  and we d id  help.  My f a t h e r  i s  very  handy. I n  f a c t ,  
when he was working h i s  way through school ,  he was a part-t ime carpenter .  
So he was very handy. We b u i l t  t h e  garage. We never had anyone i n  t o  do 
anything,  nobody came in--Mother painted.  I can never remember a p ro fe s s iona l ,  
only a plumber o r  you Icnow, a carpet--any remodeling, you know, he d i d  
wi th  g r e a t  pr ide .  S t i l l ,  they bought another  house a f t e r  we were a l l  
gone and did t h e  same t h ing ,  completely renovated i t  p r e t t y  much themselves. 
Mother is  t h e  artist  and Fa ther  i s  t h e  ca rpen te r ,  you know, It works ou t ,  
as f a r  as des ign  and work. I guess  I ' v e  always assumed t h a t ' s  t h e  way 
one does th ings .  ( laughs)  They do i t  themselves, and he does do th ings  
with h i s  hands t h a t  way. Again, i t ' s  probably a r e l a x a t i o n  type  of t h ing  
f o r  him. And now t h a t  they have probably--1 don ' t  mean-people never 
have a s  much money as they probably th ink ,  bu t  now t h a t  they obviously 
don' t  have t o  support  t h r e e  ch i ld ren ,  and both work and everything,  
[ they]  probably could h i r e  t hese  th ings  done. And Father  approaching 
s ix ty - f ive ,  s t i l l  f e e l s  t h a t  you should be a b l e  t o  do th ings ,  and does 
them, and I suppose t h a t ' s  t h e  way i t  should be, you know, t h a t  he wouldn't 
j u s t ,  probably would not  be very happy j u s t  s i t t i n g  around twiddl ing h i s  
thumbs watching somebody e l s e  do it. It would probably d r i v e  him crazy.  
So they come down t o  v i s i t  us ,  and w e ' l l  t ake  on a p r o j e c t  i n  my house. 
Spaded my garden, d i d  a l l  t h i s  s t u f f .  The last time they were down he re ,  
he  helped put  i n  a f l o o r  o r  something l ike  t h a t .  Some p r o j e c t ,  you don' t  
j u s t  come f o r  a v i s i t .  ( laughs)  He's got  a few p r o j e c t s .  H e ' s  down 
q u i t e  often. 

Q: Okay, what does your mother teach? 
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A: She's i n  elementary school ,  lower elementary, f i r s t  through t h i r d  
grade. She's i n  a non-graded s i t u a t i o n  now, which is  one th ing  1 ' ve  been 
t a l k i n g  about,  poss ib ly  wi th  some c e n t e r s  we have here ,  where a c h i l d  is  
n o t  advanced, t h e y ' r e  lower and upper elementary, bu t  t h e y ' r e  n o t  advanced-- 
i t ' s  an  open classroom si tuat ion--out  of t h e i r  peer  group. They a r e  put  
i n t o  a--maybe advanced i n  some a r e a  and be a t  one l e v e l ,  bu t  they would 
no t  leave  t h e i r  grade, per  se, t o  go i n t o  art  o r  music toge ther ,  o r  
something l i k e  t h a t .  And I t h i n k  t h i s  is  a n  example of my mom, a s  long 
as she ' s  taught ,  of wanting t o  be i n  and t r y  new s i t u a t i o n s ,  and always 
be open t o  and be looking t o  how you should teach ch i ldren .  Probably t h e  
o v e r a l l  th ing  t h a t  I hope t o  impress on my c h i l d r e n  t h a t  I can th ink  from 
t h i s  teaching experience i s  t h a t  we were always considered people and I 
th ink  tha t - - th i s  may sound strange--but our  opinions and ideas  were 
always considered important.  That doesn ' t  mean t h a t  we decided always 
what should be done, bu t  we were always given c r e d i t  f o r  having these  and 
f o r  expressing our  views. No problem i n  t h a t  a rea .  It was very  important 
t h a t  we did d i scuss  how we f e l t ,  what we wanted, why o r  why not  we could 
o r  couldn ' t  have t h a t .  But always very  v e r b a l  and always very  r e s p e c t f u l  
of our ideas .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  is probably something t h a t  too many 
parents ,  inc luding  myself,  ever  look a t  c h i l d r e n  as people,  and r e spec t  
them f o r  t h a t .  And probably al lowing them t o  make dec i s ions  t h a t ,  as 
long as it won't h u r t  them, t h e y ' l l  l e a r n  from t h a t  experience. Because 
we  were always allowed t o  make dec i s ions  a t  a very e a r l y  age. I mean, I 
can th ink  of many t imes when probably I wish they had s a i d ,  "Tel l  me what 
you do, don ' t  make me m e s s  around." I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  is  important ,  i t ' s  
p a r t  of growing up, i t ' s  p a r t  of t h e  s e c u r i t y  t h a t  I f e e l  I have a s  an 
a d u l t ,  you know, allowed t o  make dec i s ions  l i k e  t h i s  a s  a c h i l d .  And I 
th ink  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no shock, c u l t u r a l  o r  otherwise,  l eav ing  home, going 
t o  co l lege ,  even though i t  was an e x c i t i n g  experience,  I d i d n ' t  f a l l  
a p a r t ,  because I had t o  make dec i s ions  be fo re  I had gone. Budgeting 
money, t h i s  kind of thing.  I t h i n k  t h i s  is--you know, they were t h e r e  i f  
we needed them but  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, they were going t o  make those 
dec i s ions  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  

Q: Does your mother l i k e  t h e  open classroom s i t u a t i o n ?  

A: She does,  except  t h e r e  is  one problem. Whenever you use  an o ld  
school  f o r  t h i s ,  i t ' s  no t  a c c o u s t i c a l l y  r i g h t  for i t  and the  no i se  l e v e l  
d r i v e s  he r  crazy. I accuse he r  of becbming o l d ,  maybe t e n  years  ago o r  
something, she  could have, bu t  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  is  t r u e  because she had 
mentioned t h a t  she  had been i n  o t h e r  schools  t h a t  were designed s p e c i f i c a l l y  
f o r  t h i s .  And i f  t he  accous t i c s  a r e  not  r i g h t ,  i t  can be a problem. I 
th ink  t h e  theory she  l i k e s ,  t h e  problem is  t h e  p r a c t i c e ;  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
room, i t ' s  not  adequate.  In  a genera l ,  open a rea ,  i t ' s  no t  adequate 
because of t h e  no i se  l e v e l ,  bu t  I th ink  t h e  idea ,  she  does. 

Q: And probably, i t ' s  r a t h e r  hard t o  teach,  I would th ink .  It would be 
a much harder  teaching  job. 

A: Yes, I t h i n k  t h a t  you have t o  p lan  more, you have t o  be w i l l i n g  t o  
take  no i se ,  even i n  accous t ics .  You don ' t  have a q u i e t ,  regimented, 
r i g i d ,  control led-type classroom. Children are doing a l o t  of d i f f e r e n t  
th ings ,  which i f  you a r e  no t  used t o  t h i s  kind of th ing ,  would tend t o  
r e a l l y  g e t  on your nerves.  I mean, obviously,  a d i f f e r e n t  l e a r n i n g  



Carmen Chapman 12  

cen te r  and d i f f e r e n t  t h ings  going on and I th ink  t h i s  would be d i f f i c u l t ,  
even i n  a s i t u a t i o n  where t h e  accous t i c s  were okay t o  d e a l  wi th ,  i f  you 
were used t o  a s t r u c t u r e d  classroom. 

Q: Did you go t o  pub l i c  school? 

A: I went t o  one most of my l i f e .  I j u s t  went a couple of years - - le t ' s  
s ee ,  two o r  t h r e e  yea r s  t o  a l a b  school  a t  Western Michigan, which is  a n  
ex tens ion  of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  Iowa Ci ty  has one, I don ' t  know i f  Champaign 
does,  a l abo ra to ry  school--mostly P.K.s, p ro fe s so r ' s  k ids ,  went t he re .  
A s  I remember, s tuden t  teaching--and never wanted t o  go t o  t h e  l a b  school.  
(laughs) I remember i t  q u i t e  c l e a r l y .  Again, i n  t h e  f i r s t  impressionable 
years ,  and then pub l i c  school  i n  Boston, and then always pub l i c  school  i n  
Des Moines, Drake d i d n ' t  have l a b  school.  I don ' t  h o w  whether we would 
have gone t o  i t  o r  no t .  I never  r e a l l y  thought much about  it. And of 
course,  I went t o  t h e  Univers i ty  of Iowa, which is  a pub l i c  school .  
F i r s t  i t ' s  Drake, which i s  a p r i v a t e  school .  

Q: I see. Univers i ty  of Iowa i s  loca t ed  . . . 
A: In Iowa Ci ty .  

Q: . . . Iowa Ci ty .  So you d id  go out  of . . . 
A: Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  th ing ,  which aga in  I c r e d i t  my pa ren t s  
f o r .  W e  had f e e  t u i t i o n  t o  go t o  Drake. And t h e r e  were t u i t i o n  exchanges 
with o the r  schools ,  bu t  they had overextended. More ch i ld ren  had gone 
away from Drake, i f  you see what I mean. My s i s t e r  went t o  Corne l l  i n  
M t .  Vernon f o r  a year  on a t u i t i o n  exchange b a s i s  and then  somebody from 
Corne l l  went t o  Drake. But they  had overextended t h i s  by t h e  t ime I got  
t he re ,  and I wanted t o  go away t o  school  and I t h i n k  my pa ren t s  thought 
i t  w a s  important.  And of course,  my dad had graduated from Iowa, and I 
r e a l l y  t h ink  t h a t  w a s  t h e  key. I d i d  come back and go t o  Drake t h a t  next  
summer and t h e  f i r s t  semester  of t h e  next  year .  But a f t e r  l i v i n g  about 
one month a t  home, I moved--well, my l i t t l e  s i s t e r  was s t i l l  t h e r e ,  t h e  
s i b l i n g  r i v a l r y  w a s  unbel ieveable,  and she  had been used t o  no t  anyone 
being there .  I had been away t o  school  and I r e a l l y  t h ink  i t ' s  hard t o  
go back and l i v e  a f t e r  you have been away. And my pa ren t s  f o r t u n a t e l y  
r e a l i z e d  t h i s  and I l i v e d  a t  t h e  dorm i n  D e s  Moines f o r  t h e  one semester 
t h a t  I was t h e r e  and then went back t o  Drake. 

One of t h e  reasons t h a t  had caused this--why I had come back t o  Drake--I 
had gone through rush my f i r s t  semester a t  Iowa. They don' t  have a 
defer red  rush on s o r o r i t i e s  and i t  was very important ,  I guess ,  t o  be i n  
a s o r o r i t y  a t  t h a t  time. Although I t h i n k  i n  high school ,  I had never 
been p a r t  of t h e  group. I had been e l ec t ed  t o  d i f f e r e n t  t h ings ,  1 had 
been on committees, bu t  I t r i e d  no t  t o  be a s soc i a t ed  wi th  a group. I had 
d i f f e ren t - type  f r i e n d s  and d i f f e r e n t  c l i ques ,  as we c a l l e d  them. So when 
I went out  f o r  rush,  I found it  very s te reo typed ,  t h a t  obviously people 
a s soc i a t ed  one house o r  another--and I pledged a s o r o r i t y  and I d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  want t o  pledge it. But I j u s t  d id  a t  t he  last minute, and depledged 
i t  t h r e e  days l a t e r ,  which w a s  very unheard of .  G i r l s  d i d n ' t  do t h i s .  
Guys did i n  f r a t e r n i t i e s .  The reason I ' m  r e l a t i n g  t h i s  is  how I ended up 
without a room f o r  t h e  next  year .  So t h e  next  year--you l i v e d  i n  t h e  
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dorm--the next  yea r ,  I decided t o  go out  of rush aga in ,  which is  very 
s t range .  I l i k e d  a p a r t i c u l a r  house--most of my f r i e n d s  were i n  it--and 
I r e a l l y  thought i t  would be very important a t  t h e  time. So I went 
through rush,  and I d i d n ' t  have a p lace  t o  l i v e  and t h e  dorms were f u l l .  
They were bu i ld ing  a dorm, and i t  wasn't  completed. So I went through 
rush,  and t h i s  house--it 's  supposed t o  be t h e  whole group s tructure--kept  
me up t o  t he  l a s t  moment, before  they asked m e  t o  pledge and then c u t  me.  
Of course,  I d i d n ' t  have anywhere else t o  go, and was t o t a l l y  crushed and 
thought l i f e  was over again.  And then went back t o  Drake t o  go t o  school  
t h a t  f i r s t  semester because I d i d n ' t  have a p lace  t o  l i v e  i n  Iowa Ci ty  a t  
t h e  time. My pa ren t s ,  I doubt,  would have wanted me t o  l i v e  o f f  campus 
a t  t h a t  time. The dorm was b u i l t  and I went back t o  school  a t  t h e  semester.  
I d id  enjoy being a t  Drake. 

It was a l i t t l e  hard being t h e  dean 's  daughter ,  which is  a l i t t l e  c lose .  
Most of t h e  p ro fe s so r s ,  a l s o ,  I knew by t h e i r  f i r s t  name. It was fun and 
I picked out  t h e  people t h a t  I wanted t o  go t o  school ,  b u t  I wanted t o  go 
back t o  Iowa. And I t h i n k  r e a l l y  bounced back and probably turned out  
b e t t e r  t h a t  I w a s  never i n  a s o r o r i t y .  A s  i t  turned ou t ,  most of my 
f r i e n d s  by t h e i r  j un io r  and sen io r  year  de-act ivated.  ( laughs)  They 
d i d n ' t  l i k e  a l l  t h e  s o r o r i t y  f r i l l s ,  and the  th ings  they had t o  go t o  
t h a t  they d i d n ' t  want to .  So I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  probably turned out  f o r  t h e  
b e t t e r  as f a r  a s ,  you know being s te reo typed .  I s t i l l  t o  t h i s  day don ' t  
l i k e  being i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  a group, o r  t o  be s te reo typed  i n t o  a group, 
and I t h i n k  some of t h i s  stems from maybe, obviously being respec ted  as 
an  ind iv idua l  as a c h i l d ,  n o t  wanting people t o  t h ink ,  oh, t h e r e  goes a ,  
you know, whatever a s  opposed t o  t h e r e  goes Carmen Chapman, o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  It may be a n  ego th ing  and a s  I look back on i t ,  1 wouldn't 
deny my daughter o r  my son wanting t o  be i n  t h i s .  I j u s t  t h ink  t h a t  you 
a r e  awful ly immature i n  t h e  freshman year  and poss ib ly  a de fe r r ed  type of 
thing.  Probably one of t he  problems a t  Iowa C i ty ,  too,  is  t h e  l a rge ,  
huge dorms t h a t  you l i v e  i n .  Smaller housing u n i t s  would not  n e c e s s i t a t e  
poss ib l e  s o r o r i t y  and f r a t e r n i t y  l i v i n g .  But you l i v e  t h r e e  i n  a room 
and you've go t ,  oh, I d o n ' t  know, a thousand people i n  a dorm. It makes 
for awful ly l a r g e  a reas .  You do g e t  t o  know people on your f l o o r ,  bu t  I 
am j u s t  saying as f a r  as compatabi l i ty  o r  something. 

End of Side One, Tape One 

Q: Okay. We were t a l k i n g  about your e a r l y  yea r s  i n  co l lege .  Was t h e r e  
anything e l s e  you wanted t o  say  about t h a t ?  

A: Oh, I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  t h ink  of some of t h e  th ings .  Probably going 
through a l a r g e  high school  helped prepare m e  t o  go t o  a l a r g e  u n i v e r s i t y .  
I know, pa ren t s  today w i l l  ask me what s i z e  school  should t h e i r ,  you 
know, would t h e i r  c h i l d  be b e s t  s i t u a t e d  f o r .  I th ink  t h a t  my graduat ion  
c l a s s  was six hundred and something, s i x  hundred and f i f t y  s t u d e n t s ,  and 
a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Iowa, you would sit i n  l e c t u r e  c l a s s e s  of say  two t o  
t h r e e  hundred s tuden t s  and small d i scuss ion  groups. I th ink  t h a t  one 
could have a tendency t o  g e t  l o s t  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  I met a l o t  of 
i n t e r e s t i n g  people. Those s t u d e n t s  who made i t  through and r e a l l y  wanted 
t o  g e t  an  educat ion d id ,  I mean, those  who wanted t o  g e t  an educat ion 
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made i t  through, I should say. Those who d i d n ' t ,  you know, j u s t  f o r  a 
p lace  t o  play. 

I a l s o  went through school  a t  a time--keep i n  mind t h i s  would have been 
1964, I graduated from high  school--so j u s t  about  t h e  time s t a r t i n g  i n  
Vietnam. Well, s t r a n g e l y  enough, before  t h e  Vietnam demonstrations 
a g a i n s t  t he  w a r ,  but  r e a l l y  t h e  bu i ld  up i n  Vietnam i n  1964 and a l o t  of 
my classmates  t h a t  d id  no t  go t o  co l l ege  went t o  Vietnam r i g h t  ou t  of 
high school.  A couple of t h ings  d i d  come home t o  me. A g a l  I went t o  
school  wi th  and l i v e d  i n  t h e  dorm wi th ,  and [we] planned our weddings 
toge ther ,  he r  f i a n c e  d i d  no t  come back from Vietnam. So these  kind of 
t h ings  probably l e d  me t o  t h ink  very deeply about i t ,  t ak ing  p a r t  i n  some 
of t h e  demonstrations,  a l though I d i d  graduate  a year  e a r l y .  

I met my f u t u r e  husband when I was a freshman and he w a s  a sen io r .  And 
then  I went--I decided-- i t ' s  funny because my sister d id  t h e  same th ing ,  
t h a t  we p r e t t y  much t a lked  a t  t h a t  sp r ing  t h a t  we would g e t  married. But 
when I graduated, and I somehow had t h e  idea  t h a t  one shouldn ' t  g e t  
married u n t i l  one graduated from school  and my s i s t e r  had done t h e  same 
thing.  So I went t o  summer school  and took n ine teen  hours a semester and 
graduated a year  e a r l y .  This  would have been 1967 in s t ead  of 1968. So I 
r e a l l y  missed a l o t  of t h e  Vietnam demonstrations against--although 
toward t h e  end, probably more took p l ace  when I w a s  teaching high school  
than l a t e r  on a f t e r  we were married, and my high school  s tuden t s  were 
involved somewhat wi th  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  th ing .  My sister much more. 

Also t h e  drugs were not  t he re .  There 's  t h i s  b i g  t ime l ine  between t h e  
time I w a s  i n  school  and my s i s t e r  four  years  l a t e r .  Kids weren ' t ,  I 
mean, t h e r e  w e r e  a d d i c t s ,  bu t ,  you know, no one I knew smoked marijuana 
o r  dropped a c i d  o r  anything. And I don ' t  mean I ran  around wi th  a very 
conservative-type people, but  t h a t  was not  p a r t  of it. Our b i g  th ing  w a s  
t h a t  we drank l i q u o r  i l l e g a l l y  because i t  was twenty-one [yea r s  of age] 
t o  d r i n k  beer  o r  hard l l q u o r ,  and t h a t  was t h e  b igges t  type of thing.  So 
I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  is another  i n t e r e s t i n g  type of t h ing  i n  t h a t  t h e  high 
school  s tuden t s  t h a t  I taught  l a t e r  on were r e a l l y  involved much more 
wi th  drugs. This  kind of pu t s  me i n  a limbo type of s i t u a t i o n ,  because 
people t a l k  about  t h e  f i f t i e s  and they t a l k  about t h e  s i x t i e s ,  bu t  r e a l l y  
you have t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  l a t e  s i x t i e s  before  you h i t  t h e  anti-Vietnam and 
t h e  drugs--the in t roduc t ion  of drugs t o  t h e  campus and high school.  
Rea l ly ,  i t  probably h i t  a l l  about t h e  same time and t h i s  obviously,  you 
know, made a d i f f e r e n c e  t o  me i n  how I was looking a t  my h igh  school  
s tuden t s  and t r i e d  t o  look a t  them and t h a t  they were approached wi th  
much more, more than  I had been a s  a high school  s tuden t  o r  a s  a co l l ege  
s tuden t  , e i t h e r  one. 

I d id  mention be fo re  probably t h a t  1 had met my f u t u r e  husband a t  an 
e a r l y  age of my c o l l e g e  c a r e e r  and probably made a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  my 
s o c i a l  l i f e .  I can remember people saying,  "Oh, you ' re  going t o  be s o r r y  
t h a t  year  you made up," and sometimes I do th ink  t h a t .  ( laughs) I 
th ink ,  oh, one more year  of co l lege .  O f  course,  a t  t h e  time, no one can 
t e l l  you, r i g h t ,  t h a t  you would want t o  change t h i s ,  no t  t h a t  I would 
have changed spouses,  bu t  i t  could have been another  year  and I could 
have another  year  of school .  
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Carrying the  n ine teen  hours ,  though, I always d id  b e t t e r  t he  semesters  
t h a t  I had more t o  do. I always set goa l s  f o r  myself,  what I wanted t o  
accomplish i n  a c l a s s .  My most d i f f i c u l t  s u b j e c t s  were languages and 
phys ica l  sc iences .  Anytime I was i n  English and h i s t o r y  and t h e  s o c i a l  
sc iences ,  I w a s  f i n e .  I worked hard i n  t h e  o the r  c l a s s e s  and I always 
thought of myself as a n  over-achiever. It 's hard accomplishing c e r t a i n  
th ings .  I do have a g r e a t  d r i v e ,  motivat ion.  Some of it ,  I t h i n k ,  w a s  
probably t o  p l ease  my pa ren t s ,  I don ' t  deny t h a t .  W e  were never given 
rewards. We were only chas t i s ed  o r ,  s h a l l  we say ,  t o l d  negat ive  th ings  
when my f a t h e r  o r  my mother thought w e  could do b e t t e r .  The p o t e n t i a l  
w a s  on an exam, on a s k i l l ,  you should be able t o  do b e t t e r  i n  t h i s  
f i e l d .  So t h a t  type  of p re s su re  maybe, bu t  no t  as f a r  a s  what grade you 
should ge t .  I had a very hard time, I remember, i n  French. ( laughs)  My 
f a t h e r  w a s  sympathetic wi th  t h a t  s i n c e  t h a t  was one of h i s  weaker f i e l d s .  
But probably t h e r e  was something i n  t h e  back of my mind of no t  wanting t o  
l e t  my pa ren t s  down. But a l s o  a d r i v e  i n  me t h a t  I can do i t ,  I can 
master t he  sub jec t .  I always set goals  f o r  myself. 

I used t o  g e t  up a t  six. I ' m  a morning person. I cannot s t a y  up l a t e  i n  
t h e  dorm, e s p e c i a l l y  when everyone i s  around, running around late a t  
n igh t .  And I would go t o  s l e e p  about t e n  o 'c lock and then  I ' d  g e t  up 
about six and go down and e a t  b reak fas t ,  go down t o  t h e  union. P e r f e c t ,  
b e a u t i f u l  kind of day, yes. And I know t h e  two o r  t h r e e  hours t h a t  I ' d  
s tudy,  I ' d  accomplish twice as much, t e n  times a s  much, a s  t r y i n g  t o  s t a y  
up l a t e  and s tudy  f o r  exams. I never r e a l l y  w a s  one of these ,  you know, 
s t a y  up a11 n igh t ,  crack t h e  books. I d i d  i t  a l l  along. I t r i e d  t o  pace 
myself and know t h a t  I couldn ' t  read a whole book t h e  n i g h t  before  an  
exam. So I suppose those  s tudy h a b i t s  came through from high school.  

Q: But you always wanted t o  g e t  good grades f o r  your se l f ?  

A: I t h i n k  s o ,  I mean i t  w a s  important.  A "c" was no t  r e a l l y  good 
enough. A "B" i n  some s u b j e c t s  wasn't  good enough, a "C" i n  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  
was, you how.  I t h i n k  I graduated wi th  a t h r e e  po in t ,  i s n ' t  t h a t  something, 
I c a n ' t  remember. I remember th inking ,  I don' t  want below a t h r e e  point .  
Now, it  wasn't  f o r  graduate  school ,  i t  w a s  f o r  l i k e ,  kind of something i n  
t h e  back of my mind, you know, i t  w a s  important.  Probably too  much of an  
emphasis on t h a t .  Although I d i d n ' t  have time t o  t ake  a l o t  of e x t r a  
e l e c t i v e s  because of going through s o  f a s t .  I d i d n ' t  have many hours t o  
spare ,  so  r e a l l y  I s t u c k  b a s i c a l l y  t o  t h e  humanities.  I mean, t h a t  w a s  
my f i e l d ,  p o l i t i c a l  sc ience .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  have a l o t  of time. I 
always d id  w e l l  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  I r e a l l y  enjoyed. I t h i n k  t h e  grade 
t h e r e  I wasn't th inking  so  much about  as i n  some o t h e r  a r e a  where I was 
having a harder  time. I w a s  th inking ,  "Oh no, 1 can't.  I don ' t  want 
t h i s , "  you h o w ,  But I loved biology and zoology. Biology, I r e a l l y  
enjoyed t h a t .  It 's j u s t  t h a t  I could not ,  o r  I was no t  a b l e  t o ,  say, 
perform as wel l  as t h e  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e s e  sub jec t s .  Much more than  
the  rocks,  I remember t h a t ,  t h e  e a r t h ,  e a r t h  sc ience ,  l i f e  s c i ence  ve r sus  
t he  e a r t h  sciences.  I w a s  much more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  animals ve r sus  t h e  
rocks. 

Q: Did you have any p o l i t i c a l  jobs in high  school  o r  co l lege?  
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A: Well, I was always on--I remember running--didn't r e a l l y  i n  high 
school ,  run f o r  o f f i c e  a s  much a s  be i n  charge of a committee. I remember 
g e t t i n g ,  oh, a g i r l ' s  c lub  s e r v i c e  award. That ' s  probably one who went 
out  and joined t h e  most committees. Again, no t  a s  a member of a group, 
w e  d i d n ' t  have formal group groups, bu t  they were, more o r  l e s s  everyone 
knew, you how,  who belonged t o  what group, which i s  kind of i n t e r e s t i n g .  
I guess some of it was t h a t  I r e a l l y  enjoyed doing t h a t ,  you know, running 
homecoming, doing t h a t  kind of th ing ,  t h e  s o c i a l  th ing .  But I wanted t o  
do i t  f o r  me. Now again ,  i f  i t  was an  ego t r i p ,  I don ' t  know. But not  
t o  be chosen j u s t  because I w a s  a member of group. 

I t h i n k  I ran  f o r  o f f i c e  i n  j un io r  high and I l o s t  f o r  s tuden t  counci l .  
I n  high school ,  I don ' t  remember running f o r  o f f i c e .  I th ink  I was j u s t  
a--you know, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  you know, i f  I d i d ,  i t  was on a lower s c a l e ,  
no t  a high s c a l e .  The same th ing  i n  co l l ege ,  I was on committees, p o l i t i c a l l y ,  
involved wi th  t h e  young Democrats, working f o r  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t h e r e  
running f o r  o f f i c e .  High school ,  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  g e t  a l l  t h a t  a c t i v e  i n  
t h e  campaign. One t h ing  I do recall--and he ' s  been my i n s p i r a t i o n  ever  
since--is t h a t  i n  1964 I was t ak ing  economics as a sen io r  i n  h igh  school ,  
and my i n s t r u c t o r  was a Goldwater conserva t ive ,  t h i s  was 1964. You don' t  
f i n d  many Goldwater conserva t ives  i n  t h e  academic c i r c l e  and he fought u s  
t oo th  and n a i l ,  which w a s  g r ea t .  I learned  more i n  t h a t  c l a s s  than any 
o t h e r  because he s a i d ,  "You don' t  have t o  agree  with me,  but  i f  you ' re  
going t o  d i sag ree ,  you'd b e t t e r  h o w  why.'' And so  we d id .  I remember 
s t a g i n g  a s k i t  and "We Love You, Barry'' song and t h e  pos t e r s ,  i t ' s  sup r i s ing .  

This  kind of t h ing  r e a l l y  i n sp i r ed  me when I went on t o  teach,  t h a t  t o  
t ake  a s tand ,  n o t  t o  demand t h a t  your s tuden t s  do t h e  same, bu t  they 
e i t h e r  had t o  support  o r  r e j e c t  t h a t  idea  on the  b a s i s  of f a i r  knowledge 
and experience. I found t h i s  t o  be very  succes s fu l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  with h igh  
school  s tudents .  And always i n v i t i n g  i n  candidates  running f o r  o f f i c e .  
This w a s  important,  t o  have them exposed, and t o  g e t  them working on 
campaigns, I thought ,  w a s  very  important and s t u f f ,  t o  high school  s tuden t s .  
I n  f a c t ,  a t  Lincoln Land even now I encourage them t o  do t h i s .  

But I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i n s p i r e d  me--that high school  teacher--inspired me 
more, p o l i t i c a l l y .  I probably am a s  f a r  from him a s  anybody, and y e t  t h e  
r e spec t  I have f o r  him. This  had always l e d  me t o  be l i eve  t h a t  what 's  
important is t h e  s t r u g g l i n g  of t h e  s tuden t ,  o r  t h e  s tuden t  t o  come t o  
some kind of conclusion based on something they have done. And t h i s  man 
out  he re  s tood f o r  me a s  a cha l lenge  t o  do t h i s .  And t h a t ' s  why, you 
know, t h a t ' s  probably something t h a t  I r e c a l l  very much, very  v i v i d l y  
from high  school ,  being involved p o l i t i c a l l y .  

Again i n  co l lege ,  I had a couple of i n s t r u c t o r s  who chal lenged,  a l s o  very 
s i m i l a r l y ,  t o  him. A professor  a t  Drake t h a t  I had, Frank Wilhoi t  was 
h i s  name, a Harvard scho la r ,  f a n t a s t i c  person. But always challenged 
s tuden t s  t o  do t h e  same kind of th ing .  In f a c t ,  he used t o  u se  vocabulary 
t h a t  I used t o  sit and w r i t e  down, and go and look up words a f t e r  t he  
l e c t u r e ,  t h i s  type  of thing.  So I t h i n k  I used s e v e r a l  of t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  
t h a t  I had i n  high school  and co l l ege  as examples o f ,  you h o w ,  tak ing  
p a r t s  of them obviously,  and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  s t r e n g t h s  of t h e s e  people 
t o  help.  
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Q: Okay. So you graduated from the  Univers i ty  of Iowa i n  1967 and then  
what d id  you do? 

A: I n  about two weeks, I go t  marr ied,  ( laughs)  a f t e r  graduat ion.  And 
then moved i n t o  the--oh, we took a r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  honeymoon, we went 
t o  Expo '67. Most people i n  Montreal--most people go t o  h ide  away. W e  
went where t h e r e  were m i l l i o n s  of people,  bu t  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  t r i p .  And 
then  re turned  t o  Bet tendorf ,  Iowa, t h a t  summer and my husband was wi th  a 
pub l i c  accounting f i r m  and i t  was kind of s t r ange .  

Before we go t  marr ied,  o r  t h a t  s p r i n g ,  I looked around i n  t h e  Quad C i t i e s ,  
t h i s  was before  t h e  overabundance of teachers ,  and found a h igh  school  o r  
I guess we found an apartment and I looked up t h e  s t r e e t  and s a i d ,  " I ' d  
l ike  t o  teach  a t  t h a t  h igh  school  r i g h t  up t h e  s t r e e t . "  I went up t h e r e  
and ta lked  myself i n t o  a job. A s  i t  turned ou t  l a t e r ,  I don' t  t h ink  they 
r e a l l y  needed me, but  they h i r e d  me. This  was i n  Bet tendorf ,  Iowa, and 
they h i r ed  me. They wanted t o  know whether I ' d  be w i l l i n g  t o  do team 
teaching and I s a i d  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  I would. "And would you l i k e  t o  t r y  
d i f f e r e n t  things?" And I s a i d ,  "Yes, I would." A s  I s a i d ,  I t h i n k  I 
r e a l l y  t a lked  myself i n t o  i t ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e  they r e a l l y  needed me. A s  i t  
turned out  t h a t  f i r s t  year  of teaching w a s  very miserable  because I was 
given two team teaching  c l a s s e s  wi th  s i x t y  t o  seventy s tuden t s  i n  them, 
wi th  another  brand new teacher .  And I had those  two c l a s s e s  and t h e  r e s t  
f o r  prep periods,  I mean, I d i d n ' t  have enough t o  do and r e a l l y  was very  
bored and, s h a l l  we say,  turned o f f  by t h e  whole th ing .  The second and 
t h i r d  years  were much b e t t e r .  I made a l o t  of good f r i e n d s  t h a t  I s t i l l  
have today, from teaching.  

I t h i n k  the  i n t e r e s t i n g  th ing  about i t  is t h a t  I learned--1 mean, everybody 
goes i n t o  t h e  c u l t u r e  shock, obviously from co l l ege  t o  t h e  r e a l  world 
t h a t  you l e a r n ,  you have a l l  t h i s  f a n t a s t i c  knowledge you want t o  impart 
t o  t hese  young s tuden t s ,  and you f i n d  out  t h a t  they r e a l l y  don ' t  c a r e ,  
and i t  doesn ' t  t u r n  out  t h a t  way. And it w a s  very cha l lenging  t o  me. 
The phys ica l  s i t u a t i o n s  which I found myself i n  were very  h o r r i b l e  f o r  
teaching.  I mean, you don ' t  pu t  s i x t y  t o  seventy s tuden t s  who a r e  
supposedly slow l e a r n e r s ,  t oge the r  i n  an  o ld  lunchroom f o r  t h e  last 
period of t h e  day, wi th  another  new teacher .  And so  l ea rn ing  t h e  hard 
way, t h e  second and t h i r d  yea r s  t h a t  I taught  were much b e t t e r .  

But I t h i n k  a teacher  t akes  a l o t  from the  system. We come i n  wi th  
enthusiasm. You want t o  do every th ing  r i g h t  and have a l l  t h i s  knowledge, 
and I t h i n k  you l e a r n  an  awful l o t  i n  t he  f i r s t  two o r  t h r e e  years  of 
teaching. And I th ink  people say ,  i t  doesn ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  how 
long you teach ,  I t h i n k  sometimes j u s t  t o  grasp  t h e  idea  t h a t  you a r e  
going t o  perform phys i ca l ly ,  f i v e ,  six, seven hours a day, very  exhausting. 
I can remember coming home many, many n igh t s ,  i n  f a c t ,  I haven ' t  had 
headaches l i k e  t h i s  s ince .  It 's hard t o  expla in  t o  my husband and o t h e r  
people what i t ' s  l i k e  t o  perform. 

I have a g r e a t  r e spec t  f o r  t eache r s  up t o  t h i s  day about  a performing 
type of th ing ,  where i f  you a r e  i n  a business  and you don ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
f e e l  like t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  c l i e n t s ,  you can c u t  i t  s h o r t  o r  schedule i t  f o r  
another  day. And you c a n ' t  do t h i s  when you have h igh  school  s tuden t s  o r  
any l e v e l  of s tuden t s  where you a r e  dea l ing  wi th  them a l l  day and have 
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d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s  coming i n .  Another boring th ing  about i t  was teaching  
t h e  same s u b j e c t s  four  and f i v e  t imes a day. One t h i n g  I found was t h e  
b e s t  he lp  was, you know, games wi th  the  s tuden t s ,  mock U.N. [United 
Nations] models, mock government, l e g i s l a t u r e s .  They t h r i v e  on t h i s  kind 
of t h ing ,  where they a c t  it ou t ,  where they were doing,  b r ing ing  i n  
candida tes ,  l e t t i n g  them work on t h e  campaigns. I, myself,  go t  involved 
wi th  a couple of campaigns, then probably more so than I was i n  co l lege .  
And I thought t h a t  t h e  s tuden t s ,  by being involved wi th  t h e  candida tes ,  
would g e t  involved themselves,  and r e a l l y  l e a r n  how p o l i t i c s  w a s ,  and i t  
wasn't a l l  t h a t  glamorous. It was a l o t  of l i c k i n g  envelopes, and l i s t e n i n g  
t o  obscene people on the  telephone responding t o  ques t ionnai res .  ( laughs)  
Something l i k e  t h a t .  So I th ink  I d i d  l e a r n  a l o t  as f a r  a s ,  you know, 
t h e  f i r s t  couple of yea r s  of teaching.  

[I] went through a very  i n t e r e s t i n g  experience my next  summer. There 
were a few of u s  who were going t o  teach  summer school  and we went t o  
s ee ,  o r  thought we went t o  s ee ,  somebody from Ca l i fo rn i a  t e l l i n g  us  how 
t o  teach,  you know, s o  I went wi th  my s t a t i o n e r y ,  a l l  prepared t o  w r i t e  a 
few l e t t e r s  home, ca t ch  up on a few th ings .  Well, we walked i n  and l o  
and behold, we were assigned a room and we walked i n  t h e r e ,  and they were 
s i t t i n g  t h e r e  i n  a c i r c l e  and t h e r e  w a s  a guy there--they were a l l  people 
w i th in  t h e  school  system, i t  was a s m a l l  school  system, you know, people 
who were kind of new, my p r i n c i p a l  was i n  l i n e  and a few o t h e r  t eache r s ,  
I know. 

There w a s  a guy s i t t i n g  t h e r e  wi th  a beard,  of a l l  things--keep i n  mind 
t h i s  i s  1967. 1968, I guess i t  was, i n  t h e  summertime. And l o  and 
behold, he d i d n ' t  say anything,  and nobody--you know, smal l  t a l k  stopped 
a f t e r  awhile. What i t  turned out  t o  be w a s  r e a l l y  an awareness group, a 
s e n s i t i v i t y  group, which was a t  t h a t  time not  nea r ly  a s  common a s  today--an 
awareness type of t h ing ,  group i n t e r a c t i o n ,  g e t t i n g  t o  know each o t h e r ,  
t e l l i n g  people how you f e e l .  I found i t  abso lu t e ly  e x h i l e r a t i n g .  We 
continued many of t hese  sess ions .  They went on f o r  a whole week of t h i s ,  
I t h i n k  a ha l f  day s e s s i o n  f o r  a week, which i s n ' t  as concentrated as 
some. It r e a l l y  w a s  a s e n s i t i v i t y  group. We went i n  t h e r e  without  any 
preconceived ideas  because we didn ' t  know what it was going t o  be about. 

We t r i e d  t h e  same th ing  next  f a l l  and everybody went i n ,  t h e  t eache r s  who 
hadn' t  done it, and then they s a i d ,  "Oh, t hey ' r e  going t o  make us  c ry ,  
open up, t e l l  our  innermost s e c r e t s ,  a l t e r  our  f e a r s , "  and i t  d i d n ' t  
work. Ours was f a n t a s t i c ,  and I s t i l l  th ink  about i t  today. I t h i n k  I 
probably--we were t a l k i n g  about wearing masks and people communicating 
and t h i s  kind of thing. I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  c a r r i e d  over today. I t h i n k  I 
am desens i t i zed  aga in  and I th ink  i t  made you aware, a s  he mentioned, 
t h a t  you go out  and go t o  c o c k t a i l  p a r t i e s  and conversa t ions  where no one 
could be r e l e v a n t  because people were t a l k i n g  about  very  i r r e l e v a n t  
things.  I t h i n k  what you need is a happy medium he re  t h a t  obviously you 
cannot go around a l l  t h e  t ime with no mask i n  d i f f e r e n t  r o l e s  t h a t  w e  
play. But on t h e  o the r  hand, t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many conversa t ions  and many 
th ings  t h a t  you should be involved wi th  t h a t  are way beyond our  u s u a l  
scope of conversat ion.  And [ i t ]  r e a l l y  opened up a l o t  of i n t e rpe r sona l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th in  t h e  group. 
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I told--we were t e l l i n g  how we f e l t  about s tuden t s ,  t h e  idea  t h a t  t he  
desk is  between you and t h e  s tuden t s  and i t  should s t a y  the re .  Is t h a t  
r i g h t ?  It doesn ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  i f  they c a l l  you Carmen o r  Mrs. 
Chapman. You know, opened up a l o t  of t h ings  and we t r i e d  a l o t  of 
t h ings  t h i s  summer. Found it very ,  very  e x h i l e r a t i n g ,  a t  t h e  same time 
f r u s t r a t i n g  because you kind of f e l l  back i n t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  Those 
t eache r s  who had n o t  gone through i t  were very  j ea lous  of those  who had, 
because we were so  open. (laughs) I th ink  you could r e a l l y  t e l l  t h e  
people who had been through it. I t o l d  the  p r i n c i p a l  t h a t  I r e a l l y  
thought he t a lked  too  much, and d i d n ' t  say  anything,  and the  f a c u l t y  
meetings were too  long, which they were, and somebody s a i d  he was okay 
f o r  awhile,  bu t  they wanted me t o  come back f o r  him. 

So anyway, t h i s  w a s  t h e  kind of th ing ,  r e a l l y  c a r r i e s  over a l o t  today. 
I th ink  i t  is  very important f o r  people t o  communicate, t o  t a l k  t o  each 
o t h e r ,  and f i n d  o u t  what 's  going on. And t h i s  is  where i t 's  probably 
meant a l o t  t o  me, i t ' s  probably e a s i e r  f o r  me t o  open up t o  o t h e r  people 
because I had probably been doing a l o t  of it, through my pa ren t s  and 
f r i ends .  And y e t  f o r  some people,  i t ' s  very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  do. And y e t  I 
r e a l l y  played a l o t  of games t h a t  I w a s  no t  even aware of o r  c losed  
myself o f f  i n  many s i t u a t i o n s  and [was] t o t a l l y  unaware, th inking  I was 
very open. I t h i n k  i t ' s  r e a l l y  a very nea t  experience.  I t h i n k  anyone 
who has a t a s k  t o  do, such as we do, which is t o  educate  t h e  ch i ld ren ,  
need t o  know each other and communicate. I suggested t h i s  f o r  t h e  
I n t e r c u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s  Committee, f o r  school  desegrega t ion  and we t a lked  
about t h i s  o t h e r  type,  any t i m e  you have groups who have t o  work toge the r  
f o r  a t a s k  o r  any time you have t o  communicate, g e t  t o  know each o t h e r ,  
school  boards, t h i s  type of t h ing ,  so  t h a t  you're hones t ly  communicating 
with each o the r .  

But i t ' s  s u r p r i s i n g  how people don ' t  want any p a r t  of it. But t h a t  
probably made one of t h e  b igges t  impressions on me a s  f a r  a s  my teaching  
experience. Af t e r  t h a t ,  I became very disenchanted wi th  a l o t  of t he  
regimentat ion of t h e  school.  I n  many in s t ances ,  t h e  teacher  d i d n ' t  have 
ha l f  t h e  freedom t h e  s t u d e n t s  d id ,  l eav ing  campus, t h i s  kind of th ing .  I 
found it  a l s o  very  boring t o  teach  f i v e  c l a s s e s ,  t h e  same th ing .  I was 
r e a l l y  run down a t  fou r  c l a s s e s  maybe of t h e  same th ing .  We had planned 
t o  s t a r t  a family and a t  t h a t  time, you couldn ' t  t ake  a l eave  of absence, 
you j u s t  resigned.  Things went according t o  schedule and a year-- le t ' s  
see ,  I taught--I q u i t  t eaching  i n  June. And then  I star ted--but  t h a t  
f a l l  I decided t o  s t a r t  on my masters .  I s t a r t e d  a couple summers before ,  
commuting t o  Iowa City,  and f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I went ahead t h a t  semester ,  and 
continued t o  take  c l a s s e s ,  so  t h a t  r i g h t  before  we  moved t o  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  
I d i d  g e t  my masters. And I was r e a l l y  g l ad  I did.  Again, I loved t o  
t ake  c l a s se s .  You know, I could take  c l a s s e s  a l l  t h e  time. I wish--I've 
always wanted t o  go t o  law school.  

Commuting t o  Champaign does not  appeal  t o  me, so  maybe someday--especially 
with t h e  age my c h i l d r e n  a r e ,  someday I would r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  do something 
l i k e  t h a t .  I found probably t h e  b i r t h  of my c h i l d  was one of t h e  most 
t raumatic  experiences of my l i fe--not  t h e  b i r t h  i t s e l f ,  bu t  what came 
a f t e r ,  I was so determined t o  make myself no t  any d i f f e r e n t  than  I was 
before,  and t o  show t h a t  a c h i l d  is  n o t  going t o  change my l i f e  o r  r u i n  
i t  f o r  t h a t  matter, t h a t  I went overboard, you know, I had p a r t i e s ,  I 
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t o t a l l e d  myself. It 's r e a l l y  s t r a n g e  what you do i n  order  t o  p r o j e c t  an  
image o r  something. I found i t  very  confining.  My c h i l d  was s o  dependent 
on me.  No one had ever  been t h a t  dependent on me. I f e l t  very f r u s t r a t e d  
with t h i s .  I loved him, I thought,  but  a t  t i m e s ,  I could j u s t ,  you know, 
oh, why d id  we ever  do t h i s ?  I missed teaching,  I t h i n k ,  a l though I was, 
a t  t h e  t ime I q u i t  teaching,  I was very  upset  with t h e  system. It wasn't 
so  much t h a t  as r e a l l y  being confined. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t he  reason I 
r e a l l y  enjoyed my graduate  work. I f e l t  i t  was something t h a t  was a l l  
mine, you h o w ,  t h a t  I could do with,  you know--I wasn't  an ex tens ion ,  i t  
wasn't my mother r o l e ,  i t  w a s  my s tuden t  work t h a t  was important.  For tuna te ly  
o r  unfor tuna te ly ,  dependency was n o t  very long i n  t h e  case  of my son. 
The second c h i l d  had a much d i f f e r e n t  r eac t ion .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  maybe 
was the  postpartum blues  o r  whatever, bu t  t h i s  t o t a l  dependence on m e ,  I 
f e l t  l i k e  I was i n  a cage t h a t  I would never g e t  ou t  o f .  

Q: That was t h e  only misgiving? 

A: Yes, I d i d n ' t  f e e l  that--I must have go t t en  over i t ,  I had a second 
one. (laughs) 

Q: I wanted t o  go back f o r  a minute t o  your teaching job. What kind of 
socioeconomic community was t h i s ?  

A: This  was Bet tendorf ,  Iowa. Lily-white, middle-class . . . 
Q: A r e a l  l i t t l e  town? 

A: W e l l ,  i t ' s  a suburb, I c a n ' t  g ive  you t h e  exac t  populat ion.  It 's the  
bedroom community of  Davenport, and a q u i e t  c i t y .  There is  b a s i c a l l y  no 
indus t ry ,  a l though Alcoa, t h e  longes t  r o l l i n g  s t e e l  m i l l  i n  t h e  world, 
runs  i n t o  i t  s o  it does g e t  some money there .  But b a s i c a l l y  i t ' s  a 
suburban area .  A l o t  of people who a r e  very conserva t ive  because they 
may no t  have gone t o  co l l ege ,  but  they want t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  to .  I t 's  very 
h igh  economic, s h a l l  we  s ay ,  as  opposed t o  s o c i a l  because these  may have 
been workers, but  they were making twenty--what I meant by non-professional 
people--but they were making twenty t o  twenty-five thousand d o l l a r s  a 
year .  Very high s k i l l s ,  h ighly  s k i l l e d .  The town i t s e l f ,  a s  T s a i d  
before ,  w a s  middle c l a s s ,  whi te  middle c l a s s .  Davenport and Bet tendorf ,  
wel l ,  Davenport's very--there's some John Birch s o c i e t y  and a l s o  American 
Nazi pa r ty  which, I d i d  have some of those s tuden t s  i n  my c l a s s ,  from the  
Birch group. But I never go t  any Elack, which su rp r i s ed  me, ( laughs)  
must no t  have been doing a very good job. Very conserva t ive  i n  many 
a spec t s ,  very conserva t ive  community, p o l i t i c a l l y ,  yes ,  a l l  white ,  I 
d i d n ' t  have any b lack  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  h igh  school ,  t h e r e  may have been 
two o r  t h r e e  i n  t h e  middle o r  elementary schools .  Very segregated community. 

Q: And what course  d id  you teach? 

A :  American Government and World Government, which was a course I s t a r t e d  
myself, which I enjoyed immensely. This  i s  where I set up t h i s  model 
world. (laughs) We had a f a s c i s t ,  a communist, a s o c i a l i s t ,  and a 
c a p i t a l i s t  government and I was God. (laughs) You know, I ran  t h e  
world. And t h e  k ids  loved it. It was an e l e c t i v e ,  which was one of my 
f i r s t  e l e c t i v e s  t h a t  I got  t o  teach. American Government was requi red ,  
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American His tory ,  which was my minor, which I a l s o  taught ,  and World 
His tory ,  which I w a s  n o t  c e r t i f i e d  t o  teach. These were a l l  requi red  
s u b j e c t s  so you got  everyone because you had t o  take  i t  and t h i s  is why 
the  small  government c l a s s  was so  fun because s t u d e n t s  chose t o  t ake  i t ,  
and many I had had before  wi th  s t u d e n t s  who l i k e d  t h e  f i e l d  and t h i s  made 
a d i f f e rence ,  I th ink ,  a s  f a r  a s  teaching t h e  s t u d e n t s  who wanted t o  
l e a r n  as opposed t o  those  who had t o  be t he re ,  then i t  would be d i f f e r e n t .  

Q: Did you s e l e c t  your own textbooks? 

A: Yes, I s e t  i t  up, t h e  c l a s s .  I n  f a c t ,  I used some of my co l l ege  
textbooks, which I found t o  be f a i r l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  on " i s m s , "  and I th ink  
one t h a t  I may have used myself i n  high school.  I probably wasn't  c e r t i f i e d  
o r  q u a l i f i e d  t o  set up a curr iculum but  I kind of had i n  mind t h i s  kind 
of c l a s s  t h a t  I wanted, and t o  teach  more of a theory,  theory and p r a c t i c e .  
You know, how was communism and theory p rac t i ced  and why we s e t  up t h i s  
kind of model world of s i t u a t i o n .  It was a  l o t  of i nd iv idua l  p r o j e c t s  
themselves, as opposed t o  reading a l o t  of t e x t s .  I had problems g iv ing  
t e s t s ,  I don ' t  t h i n k  I w r i t e  t e s t s  w e l l  enough t o  eva lua t e  s t u d e n t s ,  and 
I have problems t h e r e  wi th  mul t ip l e  choice type tests. And t h i s  I found, 
I knew t h e  s tuden t s  very w e l l  t o  eva lua t e  them. I may have been more 
sub jec t ive ,  bu t  I knew them very we l l  and It was-I don ' t  t h i n k  I had 
more than twenty s tuden t s ,  a s  opposed t o  t h i r t y - f i v e  o r  f o r t y ,  t h e  o the r  
c l a s s e s  were always very  crowded s i t u a t i o n s .  And w e  were i n  an  o l d  
bui ld ing  and I had one c l a s s  t h a t  was i n  l i k e  a  room, a  classroom, t h a t  
should have never been a room. There were no windows i n  i t ,  al though I 
guess t h a t ' s  t h e  way wi th  new schools  now, t h e r e  a r e  no windows. But 
t h i s  w a s  l i k e ,  almost l i k e  r i g h t  next  t o  t h e  b o i l e r  and i t  was very  hot  
and very cold a t  t h e  wrong times. So the  phys ica l  s i t u a t i o n  wasn't t h a t  
g r e a t .  

A s  f a r  as r e a l l y  being rewarded by t h e  teaching experience i t s e l f ,  T 
t h ink  a l o t  of my rewards came l a t e r  wi th  s tuden t s  r e tu rn ing  from co l l ege  
o r  a  job and saying ,  "You know, M r s .  Chapman, I d i d n ' t  know what you 
meant then, but  now I do," and those  kinds of r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and hopefu l ly  
p l an t ing  a few seeds i n  some of them about wanting t o  do something. My 
fa ther - - th i s  is  kind of ironical--my f a t h e r  had a  s tuden t  t h a t  was one of 
mine a t  Drake. Unfortunately,  he w a s  no t  one of my f a v o r i t e s  and my dad 
had--it 's  funny, I t r i e d  no t  t o ,  s h a l l  we say,  co lo r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  by 
t e l l i n g  him anything about  t h e  p re jud ice  s i t u a t i o n ,  o r  my b e l i e f .  This  
p a r t i c u l a r  s tuden t  graduated t h i s  year  o r  something, and my dad made some 
comment, and I s a i d ,  " I ' m  glad t h a t  you have t h e  same opinion." (laughs) 
But t h a t  was kind of a funny s i t u a t i o n .  Many of t he  s t u d e n t s  I d id  have 
did come back and t a l k  t o  me. I e s p e c i a l l y  enjoyed, you h o w ,  [ those  
who] would come back and [ say ] ,  "By t h e  way . . . " I don ' t  know, i t  
makes m e  f e e l  o ld  now. 

Q: So you had two c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  meantime. 

A: I t o l d  you about t h e  b i r t h  of my f i r s t  one. ( laughs)  

Q: Yes, what 's  h i s  name? 
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A: J u s t i n .  He's now f i v e ,  going on six. Abby, Abiga i l  w i l l  be t h r e e  i n  
August. And as I mentioned before ,  was probably much l e s s  of a t raumat ic  
experience. Two c h i l d r e n  is harder  because of s i b l i n g  r i v a l r y  b u t  t h e  
change i n  your l i f e s t y l e  is no t  s o  dramatic.  I f e e l  t h a t  I ' v e  always 
been a good mother by no t  being home a l l  day wi th  them. I have not  had a 
f u l l  t i m e  job o r  something. It would be very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  a job he re  
i n  t h e  pub l i c  schools ,  i t  would have been a t  one t i m e .  But t h e  idea  was, 
I looked from t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I came he re  t o  f i nd ing  a job, part-t ime a t  
Lincoln Land [Community College] i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  f o r  t h r e e  years .  

I w a s  no t  wanting t o  be i d e n t i f i e d  j u s t  a s  a mother and housewife, which 
aga in  may be an ego th ing ,  n o t  wanting t o  be c l a s s i f i e d  j u s t  a s .  I f e e l  
t h a t  some people,  you h o w ,  a r e  very  happy i n  t h a t  pos i t i on .  I r e a l l y  
love  my c h i l d r e n  very dea r ly ,  and enjoy them, b u t  I c a n ' t  t ake  them 
twenty-four hours a day. And I th ink  t h a t  i s  p a r t  of a s t rugg le .  It may 
sound l i k e  crummy o r  c r u e l  i n  some in s t ances  bu t  I r e a l l y  f e e l  t h a t  I am 
a b e t t e r  mother f o r  not--this i s  probably why I have been so  involved 
wi th ,  oh no t  why, a l s o  my i n t e r e s t s  of g e t t i n g  involved wi th  League of 
Women Voters when I d id .  1 f i n d  t h a t  my ch i ld ren  adapt  very we l l  t o  my 
l i f e s t y l e .  They're used t o  me doing th ings .  I got  a k ick  ou t  of my son 
playing with a neighbor f r i e n d  one day--a female--and they were going t o  
p lay  house and he s a i d ,  " I ' m  t h e  f a t h e r ,  and I ' m  going off t o  work," and 
she  s a i d ,  " I ' m  t h e  mother, and I ' m  going o f f  t o  a meeting." ( laughs)  
I ' m  very conscious of t h e  f a c t  about i n s t i l l i n g  r o l e s  wi th  my ch i ld ren ,  
about who goes t o  work and who s t a y s  home, is i t  okay. I f e e l  t h a t  I had 
a l o t  of choices.  On t h e  o the r  hand, I t h i n k  t h a t  s o c i e t y  put  a l o t  of 
t h ings  on me t h a t  hopefu l ly  my daughter  o r  my son w i l l  no t  have, i n  t h a t  
i t ' s  okay no t  t o  g e t  marr ied,  i t ' s  okay no t  t o  have ch i ld ren ,  i t ' s  okay 
f o r  a husband to--if a couple g e t s  married--and wants t o  s t a y  home and 
take c a r e  of t h e  ch i ldren .  A l l  of t hese  th ings ,  you know, many more 
choices  involved he re  than  I had, even though I f e l t  I had many more than 
a l o t  of people t h a t  I grew up wi th ,  and p a r t l y  because of my parents .  I 
th ink  t h a t  I am very  conscious of t h i s ,  having a boy and g i r l ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  
even more conscious of t h e  r o l e  s t e r eo type  of who does what. 

I n o t i c e  my son comes up wi th  very  c h a u v i n i s t i c  s ta tements  a t  f i v e ,  from 
t h e  neighborhood, n o t  even from school.  Boys can always do t h i s ,  g i r l s  
cannot do t h a t .  So we bought--very consciously buy books o r  g e t  books a t  
t h e  l i b r a r y  o r  we t a l k  about what o the r  people do, male and female. I 
t h ink  t h i s  is very  important.  I want them t o  grow up as ind iv idua l s .  My 
joke always is, I want my daughter t o  be a r a d i o l o g i s t  and my son t o  
marry one. The age-old th ing ,  1 want my daughter t o  marry a doc tor  type  
of thing.  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  is very t rue .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t eache r s  a r e  
more aware of it today, and s o c i e t y  is more aware 05 i t  i n  gene ra l  and 
hopefu l ly ,  choices  w i l l  be made t o  them. I t h i n k  a s  a parent  I f e e l  a 
g r e a t  sense of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  because my pa ren t s  were s o  g r e a t  t o  me. Of 
r e a l l y  being happy. My mother always s a i d ,  i f  you j u s t  c a p i t a l i z e  on our  
mistakes,  then y o u ' l l  be a b e t t e r  parent .  And I th ink ,  yes ,  I can go 
back and I can say t h i s ,  you know, something shouldn ' t  be done t h i s  way, 
but  o v e r a l l ,  when you look a t  t o t a l l y ,  and I th ink  today, looking a t  my 
ch i ld ren ,  they [my pa ren t s ]  d id  a f a n t a s t i c  job, you know, really--and 
I ' m  much c l o s e r  t o  my pa ren t s .  I th ink  t h i s  is maybe an i n e v i t a b l e  type 
of s i t u a t i o n .  
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I can remember th inking ,  on my b i r thday ,  j u s t  on your b i r thday  you should 
send roses  t o  your mother. I can remember th inking  t h a t  a f t e r  my son was 
born on my next  b i r thday ,  so  I suppose, being very c l o s e  t o  t h e  b i r t h  
process ,  I thought about  my mother much more than  I had ever  thought 
about my mother before.  And my pa ren t s  were ou t  of t h e  country i n  New 
Guinea when J u s t i n  was born, which I t h i n k  added t o  t h e  trauma of t h e  
whole thing.  They had l i k e  deser ted  m e  o r  I f e l t  it. And I t h i n k  aga in ,  
as I s a i d  before ,  I have a  g r e a t  example t o  follow. I hope--I don ' t  
t h ink  I pu t  too much p re s su re  on myself,  bu t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  b r ing  up our  
ch i ld ren  t o  have t h e  same choices  I had, and with a  sense  of s e c u r i t y  and 
r e a l l y  ma tu r i t y ,  of being a b l e  t o  make dec is ions .  This  is why I want 
them exposed t o  as many d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s  as they poss ib ly  can be, and 
n o t  she l t e r ed  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of no t  experiencing th ings .  I t h i n k  t h i s  has  
been p a r t  of my l i f e  experience of th ings ,  and I t h i n k  you can do i t  
l i v i n g  i n  one p l ace  o r  l i v i n g  i n  a l o t  of d i f f e r e n t  p l aces ,  b u t  maybe t h e  
senses  o r  whatever you h a w  experiencing d i f f e r e n t  t h ings .  

Q: Do you th ink  s o c i e t y  is  loosening up on sex  r o l e s ?  

A: I th ink  so. I t h i n k  we'll--I t h ink  everyone should have choices  and 
I t h i n k  t h a t  s o c i e t y  i s  looking on people,  hopefu l ly  more so. I t h i n k  
t h a t  we've got  a l o t  of hangovers of t h e  sex  s t e r eo type .  You and I f a c e  
these  every day. A s  I mentioned before ,  I w a s  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  today, of a  
b i g  power s t r u c t u r e  and I wasn't  even a  p a r t  of t h a t ,  and t h e r e  w a s  no 
woman the re ,  as f a r  a s  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of Sp r ing f i e ld  i s  concerned. 
On t h e  o the r  hand, 1 t h ink  t h a t  t h ings  a r e  opening up. I th ink  t h a t  
people a r e  aware of choices ,  and t h i s  is  n o t  t o  say aga in  i n  my mind, 
t h a t  whatever someone is doing, i f  they a r e  happy wi th  i t ,  t h a t ' s  f i n e .  
But t h e  poin t  is, has t h e  person made a l l  t he  choices  t h a t  they can. Are 
t h e r e  men who would be much happier  no t  going t o  an  o f f i c e  everyday? A r e  
t h e r e  women who would be much happier  no t  s t ay ing  home, t ak ing  c a r e  of 
ch i ld ren  a l l  day? This  kind of thing.  And I t h i n k  i t  is,  hopefu l ly  i t  
i s  o r  I t h i n k  t h a t ,  aga in ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t eache r s  a r e  more aware of i t ,  
and pa ren t s  a r e  more aware of it. Hopefully,  our genera t ion  is. ( laughs)  

Q: So you taught  a t  t h a t  l i t t l e  high school  f o r  two years? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: And then you went from t h e r e  t o  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A: Right. Well, two yea r s  a f t e r  t h a t ,  i n  1972, w e  moved t o  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q: And you got your mas ters  degree i n  1972 . . . 
A: Before we moved, r i g h t .  I had been t ak ing  c l a s s e s  a l l  a long,  one o r  
two a semester.  It w a s  fo r ty - f ive  minutes on t h e  i n t e r s t a t e  back and 
f o r t h  t o  Iowa Ci ty ,  so  i t  was p r e t t y  much where I could go up and even 
spend t h e  day in t h e  l i b r a r y .  I ' d  t r i e d  t o  g e t  Saturday o r  l a t e  a f te rnoon 
c l a s s e s  and then usua l ly  t r a d e  baby-s i t t ing ,  have somebody watch J u s t i n ,  
and then  I ' d  go maybe f o r  t he  day o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  

Q: So this w a s  r i g h t  be fo re  and a f t e r  your son w a s  born? 
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A: Right. 

Q: So you moved t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  i n  19721 

A: Yes. 

Q: What w a s  t h e  reason f o r  t h e  move? 

A: Well, my husband w a s  n o t  very  happy wi th  his--had changed jobs from a 
CPA f i rm t o  IBM, and r e a l l y  w a s  no t  very happy, and r e a l l y  looked around 
f o r  a long t i m e  t o  f i n d  another  s i t u a t i o n .  We knew we wanted t o  s t a y  i n  
t h e  Midwest. We b a s i c a l l y ,  a s  I mentioned before ,  l i k e d  Michigan, Wisconsin, 
and Minnesota, so  we came south in s t ead .  We looked around, d id  no t  
r e a l l y  want t o  go t o  Chicago and l i v e  i n  a suburb and commute i n .  We 
d i d n ' t  even look i n  some of t h e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s .  We l i k e d  the  size--Davenport 
i s  about t h e  s i z e  of Sp r ing f i e ld ,  about  90,000, bu t  t h e  whole area is 
probably two, t h r e e  hundred thousand. Although i t ' s  r a t h e r  s epa ra t e ,  
t hey ' r e  no t  a l l  toge ther .  So we looked around, and he found a pos t ion  
he re  t h a t  he was very  happy with.  

I moved wi th  g r e a t  a n t i c i p a t i o n  and excitement.  S t a r t i n g  over ,  I don ' t  
know, i t  j u s t  appealed t o  me.  I had good f r i e n d s ,  i t  wasn't l i k e  I had 
done something d a s t a r d l y  and wanted t o  g e t  ou t  of t he  s i t u a t i o n .  I j u s t  
looked upon i t  a s  a new experience. I was very  shocked upon l i v i n g  
here,--as outgoing as I am though--that t h e  f i r s t  month o r  so  w a s  abso lu t e ly  
miserable.  Finding people--I knew one s o u l  here ,  had m e t  one sou l ,  and I 
d i d n ' t  even know he r  t h a t  w e l l .  Obviously, you g e t  t o  know o t h e r  people, 
people t h a t  work wi th  people were very  h e l p f u l  here.  But i t  was something 
t h a t  I r e a l i z e d ,  t h a t  I took f r i e n d s  f o r  granted.  You take memories f o r  
granted,  a l o t .  I f  you s t o p  and th ink  about  i t ,  a l o t  of time t h a t  you 
spend wi th  acquaintances and f r i e n d s ,  t o  spend an  evening is  b u i l t  upon 
memories, a s  something t h a t  you've been before.  That ' s  probably too much 
t o  some exten t .  ( l augh te r )  You r e c a l l  your,  oh, remember when we d id  
t h i s  type of s i t u a t i o n .  So t h a t  made, o r  I was made very  much aware of 
moving he re  and no t  having memories wi th  people. I mean, every t i m e  you 
met somebody, i t  w a s  a new experience,  which i s  f i n e  except t h a t  a f t e r  
awhile,  you want t o  be comfortable wi th  people. 

And t h i s  is when I became very  much involved. I had been a c t i v e  i n  
League of Women Voters i n  Davenport, S c o t t  County League of Women Voters  
t he re ,  and had been a chairman of human r e l a t i o n s  of--I c a n ' t  remember 
t h e  name. Anyway, moved he re  and became--one of t h  men t h a t  my husband 
worked f o r ,  h i s  wife  was a c t i v e  and introduced me t o  t h e  League. And 
probably t h a t  is how I m e t  everybody t h a t  I know ( l augh te r )  t o  s t a r t  
with and how I r e a l l y  got  involved wi th  t h e  community, with t h e  p o l i t i c s  
of t he  community. It 's a hub, i t ' s  an a rea .  One th ing  I can always 
remember is being a t  a school ' s  committee meeting. I was working on t h e  
f i r s t  school  referendum i n  1972. We j u s t  moved here.  And so  then, 
l i t t l e  d i d  I know, how involved I ' d  g e t  with t h e  schools .  But I remember 
going t o  a school ' s  committee meeting, and Ann G i l l i s  w a s  there .  They 
were a l l  t a l k i n g  about  who they were going t o  con tac t ,  I ' m  going t o  
contac t  t h i s  person, I'm going t o  con tac t  t h a t  person. Everybody was 
going t o  contac t  everybody. I ' m  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  going, "I 've never even 
heard of these  people.'' Going, "What can I do?" Right a f t e r  t h e  meeting, 
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I went up t o  Ann, and I s a i d ,  ''Ann, I ' m  r e a l l y  s o r r y ,  bu t  I ' m  no t  going 
t o  be much he lp  here ,  I j u s t  don ' t  know anybody." She looked a t  me and 
she s a i d ,  "Don't worry, Carmen. A year  ago when I moved here ,  I d i d n ' t  
know anybody e i t h e r . "  And I s a i d ,  ''A year!  How could you--" but  she was 
r i g h t .  

A year  l a t e r ,  I probably knew a l l  those  people and t e n  times t h a t  many 
from dea l ing  wi th  t h e  League. I got  t o  go t o  t he  n a t i o n a l  convention i n  
San Francisco,  which was a f a n t a s t i c  experience. I a t t ended  the  s t a t e  
convention here ,  and t h e  s t a t e  convention i n  Chicago, s o  I got  to - - i t ' s  
no t  l i k e  j o i n  t h e  league and s e e  t h e  world, bu t  you do g e t  t o  meetings. 
One th ing  I found, wherever you go, i n  probably any community t h a t  you go 
i n t o ,  t h e r e  probably would n o t  be a League of Women Voters  t h a t  you would 
n o t  f i n d  some compatabi l i ty  with.  I found t h i s  j u s t  r ecen t ly ,  going t o  a 
conference in  Washington, and running i n t o  people i n  League. You know, 
t h e r e  is  j u s t  a bond. They're a c t i v e  women, now men t o  some extent--but 
a c t i v e  women involved wi th  the  community, tend t o  be probably more l i b e r a l ,  
although not  t o t a l l y ,  wanting t o  do something with i n t e r e s t .  But be ing  
a c t i v e l y ,  you know-I guess t he  th ing  t h a t  I loved about i t  t o  start wi th  
was women who could g e t  t oge the r ,  who were i n t e l l i g e n t ,  who could t a l k  
about something o the r  than d i ape r s  and rec ipes .  Not t h a t  I d i d n ' t  have 
some a f f i n i t y  f o r  both of those.  ( l augh te r )  But i t  was j u s t  l i k e  they 
could g e t  toge ther  and they could t a l k ,  and obviously p o l i t i c a l  sc ience  
is  my f i e l d  anyway, and I th ink  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  more s o  than i n  t h e  Quad 
C i t i e s ,  w e ' r e  so  much involved i n  s t a t e  government and lobbying. And you 
r e a l l y  g e t  t o  h o w  where t h e  power s t r u c t u r e  is, even though you're no t  
r e a l l y  p a r t  of it. You a r e  very much concerned wi th  what 's  going on, and 
probably t h e  League l ed  me i n t o  a l o t  of o t h e r  th ings ,  and ones I ' m  i n  
r i g h t  now, which is the  school  board, and would not  have been i f  i t  
hadn' t  been f o r  t h e  League. 

I t h i n k  t h a t  I would advocate any young person, especial ly--well ,  League 
of Women Voters  I ' m  in--of being involved wi th  t h i s  type of an  organiza t ion  
i f  you ' re  going t o  g ive  volunteer  time. This  aga in  may sound funny, bu t  
I r e a l l y  wanted a job where you got  paid. There may be some ego involved 
the re ,  bu t  I t h i n k  t h a t  I count ,  t h a t  I want somebody t o  pay f o r  it. I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h i s  job a t  Lincoln Land [Community College] .  I f  you 're  
going t o  g ive  volunteer  time, you can ' t  find a more worthwhile organiza t ion  
than t h e  League. And I t h i n k  t h a t  those  a r e  the--that is the  reason and 
probably one of t h e  very s t rong  reasons,  why I am involved i n  what I a m  
today i s  because of t h e  League. And r e a l l y  know a l o t  of t h e  very  i n t e r e s t i n g  
people t h a t  I know. 

End of Side Two, Tape One 

Q: I t h i n k  w e ' l l  start and go back over a few th ings  concerning your 
youth, Carmen. Do you t h i n k  t h a t  your f a t h e r  ever  had any f e e l i n g s  about  
no t  having a son? 

A: 1 can remember asking mother very c l e a r l y  about t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t h ing  
a f t e r  my l i t t l e  s i s t e r  w a s  born. I s a i d  t o  my mom something about ,  
"Weren't you disappointed when, you know, you had your t h i r d  g i r l ? "  
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And what she sa id  t o  me was, "We were j u s t  happy t h a t  a l l  of our chi ldren  
a r e  heal thy and normal." And I thought a t  t he  time t h a t  oh, she was j u s t  
saying t h a t  t o  make me f e e l  b e t t e r  o r  t o  make us f e e l  b e t t e r ,  you know. 
And ye t ,  a f t e r  becoming a parent  and going through say two pregnancies, I 
know what she was t a lk ing  about. And I never f e l t  anything t h a t  way. I 
th ink  i t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  because we d i d n ' t  have any r o l e  o r  r o l e  playing i n  
the  house a s  f a r  a s  what male and female r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were. Although 
a s  I th ink  I mentioned before  I d id  do the  outs ide  work. I was b a s i c a l l y  
my f a t h e r ' s  son i f  t he re  was one and I enjoyed t h i s  r o l e  immensely. I: 
would he lp  him outdoors. I would p re fe r  t o  do these  kinds of things.  
And I think--I don' t  know i f  t h a t  has anything t o  do with being the  
middle child o r  not, you how,  t h r e e  g i r l s .  My sisters both s tuck  together  
much more so. And what 's kind of interesting--somebody was t a lk ing  about 
t h i s  t h e  o ther  day, about th ree ,  growing up i n  a family of th ree ,  of the  
same sex e spec ia l ly .  And one of the  things we were t a lk ing  about was 
s i b l i n g  r i v a l r y ,  and I fought tooth  and n a i l  with both of my s i s t e r s ,  
probably f o r  twenty years  o r  more and ye t  today I probably get--and they 
s tuck  together  and probably fought l i t t l e .  My older  s i s t e r  would p ro tec t  
me and my younger sister--and now I would venture t o  say today I have a 
b e t t e r  r e l a t ionsh ip  with each one of them than they have with each o ther .  
Now I don' t  h o w  i f  s i b l i n g  r i v a l r y  o r  the  f i g h t i n g  a c t u a l l y  l eads  t o  a 
more heal thy r e l a t ionsh ip .  So I th ink  t h a t  these  kinds of th ings ,  you 
know, a s  I r e c a l l  being the  middle c h i l d ,  I th ink  the  middle--everything 
I ' ve  read on the  middle c h i l d  po in t s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t he  middle c h i l d  
w i l l  be more aggressive,  e spec ia l ly  middle of th ree  of the  same sex,  and 
w i l l  f i g h t  f o r  a place. I would say the  th ree  of us have j u s t  m e t  t h i s .  
So maybe my Aries tendency is now showing. 

Q: Now, what does your o lde r  s i s t e r  do? 

A: She i s  a l i b r a r i a n ,  an  audio v i s u a l  person i n  an elementary school 
system i n  Quincy, Massachusetts. She got  her  master 's  i n  l i b r a r y  science.  
She was an English teacher  i n  a small town near  Madison, Wisconsin, while 
my brother-in-law was working on h i s  Ph.D. i n  Bacteriology, and he works 
f o r  Retina Foundation i n  Boston so they plan t o  l i v e  i n  Boston, t o  s t a y  
there.  They l i v e  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  i n  Sornrnerville. They own a t r i p l e x  and 
have r e a l l y  enjoyed the  c i t y  l i f e .  They ' l l  probably never move out  i n  
suburban l i v i n g  o r  even i n t o  a smaller  community. They r e a l l y  enjoy 
being p a r t  of--actually the  inner  c i t y  l i v i n g .  

Q: [ Inaudible]  

A: Yes. They r e a l l y  do enjoy tha t .  They l i v e  near--I would say i t ' s  a 
very, you know, working c l a s s  neighborhood. 1t 's not  high r i s e s  o r  
anything. It 's an o ld  pa r t .  ~ummervi l le ' s  very b a s i c a l l y  working c l a s s .  
I t 's  sepa ra te  from Boston. But I ' v e  been t o  i t  and they ' re  r a i s i n g  t h e i r  
two daughters the re  and th ink  t h a t  the re  is  much t o  o f f e r  as f a r  a s  
l i v i n g  i n  t h a t  kind of community. One th ing  I no t i ce  t h a t  I th ink  t h a t ,  
t h a t  I th ink  would be an i n t e r e s t i n g  way of l i v i n g .  We i n  these  smaller  
communities o r  suburban l i v i n g  a r e  going t o  a form of condominium l i v i n g ,  
but they a c t u a l l y  share  a l o t  of chi ld-rearing r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  with two 
other  couple of f ami l i e s  t h a t  l i v e  i n  t h e i r  t r i p l e x .  They have intercoms 
i n  the  ch i ld ren ' s  rooms so t h a t ,  you know, t o  f ind  a babys i t t e r  may be 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  do, but they a r e  f r e e  t o  go leaving the  intercoms on i n  the  
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k ids '  rooms. They can exchange c h i l d r e n  by not--even though John works 
most of t h e  day. O f  course most of them do. And t h i s  you know, t h i s  
kind of a  t h ing ,  t h i s  kind of more communal-type l i v i n g  I t h i n k  is  very 
important t o  them. I th ink  i t ' s  something t h a t  I could s e e  al though 
I--everyone should kind of have t h e i r  own privacy.  But on t h e  o the r  hand 
t h e r e ' s  someone t h e r e  when you need them. And I th ink  t h a t ' s  kind of 
important ,  and y e t  i t ' s  no t  q u i t e  l i k e  apartment l i v i n g  because you a r e  
i n  more of a house type. And t h e r e ' s  something, a  l o t  t o  be s a i d  f o r  
t h i s  kind of l i v i n g .  

Q: They own t h e  t r i p l e x ?  

A: Right. 

Q: So they have some s o r t  of c o n t r o l  over who l i v e s  i n  t h e  o the r  two . . 

A: They l i v e d  in one, before  they bought them, they l i v e d  i n  one. And 
when they went t o  apply,  you know, t o  s e e  about i t ,  they wanted t o  know 
how old t h e i r  ch i ld ren  were, they wanted--they made, you know, c e r t a i n  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  It i s n ' t  l i k e  you 're  d i sc r imina t ing  a g a i n s t  them, i t ' s  
j u s t  t h a t  they wanted people of about t h e i r  age wi th  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  
ages,  so  the re  would be t h i s  kind of a communal l i v i n g  and I th ink  t h i s  
i s  the  key t o ,  you know, why something l i k e  t h i s  would be succes s fu l .  
And they got  a long so  w e l l  t h e r e  and thought i t  w a s  such a  g r e a t  idea  
t h a t  i n s t ead  of saving up t o  buy a  house out--which is I t h i n k  o r i g i n a l l y  
t h e i r  plan--they in s t ead  bought t h e  t r i p l e x  o r  t h e  f l a t s ;  t h r e e  f l a t  
dwell ings and then they f ixed  i t  all up i n t o  two f a m i l i e s ,  whom they,  I 
th ink ,  had met, you know, were more o r  l e s s  f r i e n d s  before  they took it. 

Q: Y e s .  I would th ink  t h a t  would have t o  be, i n  a sense,  t o  have people 
l i v i n g  with you wi th  completely d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t s  and backgrounds and 
ages and so f o r t h .  

A: Right.  

Q: But she  does work fu l l - t ime?  

A: Right. Well, n ine  o r  t e n  months I th ink  on t h i s  con t r ac t .  She's 
got--you know, t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  . . . 
Q: Attend school? 

A: Yea, my youngest n i e c e  is i n  kindergarten.  My o l d e s t  n i ece  is i n ,  I 
th ink ,  f o u r t h  grade. 

Q: Now, has she  been working fu l l - t ime s i n c e  the  ch i ld ren  . . . 
A: No. She has worked--in f a c t  I th ink  t h i s  t o  me is  always an example 
when people say mothers shouldn ' t  work. My s i s t e r  q u i t  teaching when she 
was pregnant wi th  my n i ece ,  which w a s  a f t e r  two years  of teaching  English. 

Q: The o l d e s t  . . . 



Carmen Chapman 2 8 

A: Her o l d e s t  one, r i g h t .  Chr i s t i ne .  And when C h r i s t i n e  was born they 
l i v e d  on a shoes t r ing  because Bob j u s t  had a fel lowship.  So they d i d n ' t  
have much money and y e t  i t  w a s  considered important ,  you know, t h a t  she  
s t a y  home and t ake  c a r e  of t h e  ch i ld ren .  I th ink  i n  many ways she  resented  
t h i s  very much, s t ay ing  home. I t h i n k  t h a t  she went ahead and was working 
on her  master's when my second n i ece  was born. And d id  plan t o  go t o  
work, and she f i n i s h e d  up he r  master 's .  She found an o lde r  woman, j u s t  a 
f a n t a s t i c  woman who was r e a l l y  a member of t h e  family,  more t h e  grandmother 
image, whom she paid very we l l  t o  come i n  and, you h o w ,  t o  take  c a r e  of 
t h e  g i r l s .  I th ink  t h a t  I not iced  one th ing  with my s i s t e r  i s  t h a t  she 
was much happier ,  much happier  wi th  h e r s e l f .  The q u a l i t y  of t h e  time she 
spent  wi th  t h e  ch i ld ren  w a s  much b e t t e r .  I th ink  t h a t  t h i s  goes t o  show 
t h a t  women who w i l l  say they should, you know, you should s t a y  home a l l  
day wi th  t h e  ch i ld ren ,  I th ink  i t  has t o  be q u a l i t y  ve r sus  quan t i t y  of 
t he  time. And I t h i n k  that--in f a c t ,  I t h i n k  they ' r e  even planning on 
having more c h i l d r e n  which is, you know, something t o ,  you know, th ink  
about.  Their  ch i ld ren ,  t hey ' r e  f i v e  years  a p a r t  now and I t h i n k  they ' re ,  
you know, planning t o  have another  one. And t h i s  is a l l  very planned, 
she has t o  make s u r e  t h a t  someone is  t h e r e  and y e t  she  w i l l  cont inue he r  
profess ion  a l s o .  

Q: Would she  [ inaud ib l e ]  t h i s  woman? 

A: No, she j u s t  comes i n  . . . 
Q: Daily? 

A: Yes, we l l ,  yes.  Now t h a t  ~ e r r y ' s  i n  school  ha l f  a day, s h e ' s  probably 
t h e r e  j u s t  ha l f  a day o r  she  may t ake  her  t o  school.  She used t o  take  
he r  t o  t h e  nursery  school.  I t h i n k  though, t h a t  she ' s  much happier .  I 
th ink  t h a t  I s e e  t h i s  as a defense f o r  many times people saying t h a t  a 
mother should s t a y  home wi th  her  ch i ld ren .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  t h a t  I could do 
t h a t ,  a l though I th ink  maybe poss ib ly  t h a t  a teacher-type schedule,  which 
i s  what she has.  She 's  home by t h r e e  o 'c lock  most a f te rnoons ,  and I 
th ink  t h a t  t h i s  is a key advantage. 

I t h i n k  t h a t  people a r e  going t o  have to--I t h i n k  hopefu l ly  employers a r e  
going t o  have t o  s t a r t  looking a t  t h i s  kind of workday f o r  e s p e c i a l l y  a 
woman who has ch i ldren .  I f e e l  t h a t  I ' v e  interviewed f o r  a job, a t  t he  
medical school  he re  a year  ago. I t ' s  not  always a very e x c i t i n g  job, bu t  
when it  comes r i g h t  down t o  i t ,  of an 8:00 t o  5:00 day, a twelve month a 
year job, I wasn't ready t o  commit myself t o  t h a t .  I w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  t r y  
i t ,  but  I a l s o  explained t o  them t h e  problems t h a t  I w a s  having making a 
dec is ion ,  which I th ink  i n  t u r n  a f f e c t e d  how they r eac t ed  toward me. I 
wasn't  offered--they narrowed i t  t o  four  pos i t i ons .  They narrowed i t  t o  
four  and I w a s  one of t h e  four ,  bu t  I w a s  no t  o f f e red  t h e  f i n a l  pos i t i on .  
And I, you how--there may have been o the r  reasons bu t  I ' m  saying t h a t  I 
was very honest wi th  them i n  my f e e l i n g s .  And I have never worked a 
twelve month job, 8:00 t o  5:00, you know. 

I ' v e  been teaching and t h a t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t  type of schedule.  And I th ink  
t h a t  i f  more women, e s p e c i a l l y  I t h i n k  wi th  younger ch i ld ren  poss ib ly  o r  
school-age ch i ld ren ,  i n  order  t o  meet t h e  kind of demands t h a t  t h e i r  
ch i ld ren  have a r e  going t o  have to--hopefully employers w i l l  be a b l e  t o  
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look a t  t h a t  and say,  "Okay, look,  you h o w ,  we can be f l e x i b l e  he re  a s  
f a r  as time is concerned." I t h i n k  some companies a r e  doing t h a t  now, 
where say a person has  t o  be t h e r e  from 10:OO t o  2:00, bu t  you can come 
i n  e a r l i e r  o r  s t a y  later, and I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  is a key t o  many women. 

Q: Of course,  you always schedule a fu l l - t ime job while  you're a t  home 
which happened f o r  a long t i m e ,  t o  t ake  another  fu l l - t ime job o u t s i d e  of 
t he  home which I t h i n k  is a very important f a c t o r  f o r  women who have 
ch i ld ren  and a l r eady  have a job f o r  they a r e  expected t o  do, have t o  do 
some of these  . . . 
A: I th ink  t h i s  is one th ing  t h a t  I was taught--1 c a n ' t  remember i f  i t  
was wi th  my husband where we were t a l k i n g  about  i t  before ,  but  t h a t  most 
of t h e  time when a woman i s  re-enter ing t h e  job market and has  been out  
tak ing  ca re  of c h i l d r e n  and out  of t h e  formal paying job market, t h a t  
j u s t  running a household i n  and of i t s e l f  should be considered experience 
al though very  f e w  employers w i l l  count t h a t  as a c t u a l  experience f o r  a 
job. I pe r sona l ly  f e e l  t h a t  my being a housewife and mother is n o t  a 
f u l f i l l i n g  r o l e  t o t a l l y .  So t h e r e f o r e  I am no t  happy i n  t h a t  r o l e .  

I t ' s  no t  t h a t  I t h i n k  t h a t  every woman should go out  and work. I t h i n k  a 
l o t  of women do vo lun tee r  work. I happen t o  be maybe e g o t i s t i c a l ,  conce i ted ,  
bu t  I have t a l e n t s  t h a t  I want t o  be paid f o r .  And I f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  is 
t h e  way s o c i e t y  does reward people,  and i t  may be from an inne r  type of 
f e e l i n g ,  too. But s t r i c t l y  vo lun tee r  work is s t i l l  subleve l  t o  being 
pa id  f o r  p ro fe s s iona l  work, and I th ink  t h i s  is  important.  I f e e l  t h a t  
without  t h i s ,  being reimbursed i n  some manner f o r  your t a l e n t s  then, oh 
God, you don ' t  f e e l  duly rewarded even though the  s a l a r y  may be a secondary 
type of thing.  

Although I t h i n k  i n  t h i s  day and age we're going t o  f i n d  more and more 
women working o r  more second s a l a r i e s  coming i n  b a s i c a l l y  because t h e  
poss ib l e  types of th ings  and people do need more. But i n  my case,  i t ' s  
not  a s  much s a l a r y ,  a l though t h a t ' s  always n i ce ,  but  t o  me i t ' s  more t h a t  
I f e e l  t h a t  I want t o  say I ' m  doing something e l s e  and f e e l  l i k e  I ' m  
accomplishing something. 

Because I don ' t  feel t h a t  tak ing  c a r e  of a house, r a i s i n g  c h i l d r e n  is  a 
reward i n  and of i t s e l f ,  a d a i l y  type  of thing.  You know, t o  look back 
over a day and see what I have done. It 's r a t h e r  a demeaning type of 
th ing ,  t o  a c e r t a i n  ex t en t  because i t ' s  never done, and i t  never looks 
like-I t h ink  t h a t  t h i s  is  a sense  of accomplishment is  always looking 
back, "Okay, you know, we got  them through a c e r t a i n  c r i s i s , "  but  i t ' s  
always i n  a r e t r o s p e c t  t h a t  you can look back and s e e  t h a t  kind of a 
th ing ,  as opposed t o  d a i l y  kind of plan, o r  looking back and saying ,  
"Okay," you know, "what reward d id  I g e t  ou t  of it." 

That may be r a t h e r ,  you know, egocent r ic  bu t  I would venture  t o  say t h a t  
most people--and I would say men, too--given a choice would no t  t o t a l l y  
be happy wi th  j u s t ,  you know, s t ay ing  home a l l  day and tak ing  c a r e  of 
ch i ldren .  Now t h i s  means t h a t  many women who go out  and do a l o t  of 
vo lunteer  work and i f  we ever  come t o  a c t u a l l y  and t r u l y  g e t t i n g  away 
from r o l e s  where men w i l l  be  allowed a l s o  t o  do t h i s ,  I th ink  t h a t  w e ' l l  
be b e t t e r  o f f  because I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  couples  where t h e  male i s  
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A: Well, I think--yes. I t h i n k  there's--I  mentioned before  t h e  s a l a r y ,  
you how reward f o r  r ecogn i t i on  of doing something. I th ink  t h a t  beyond 
t h a t  you can have some o the r  rewards. For i n s t ance ,  now i t ' s  a school  
board pos i t i on .  A11 r i g h t ,  now I can say  t h a t  i t ' s  a l o t  of t roub le ,  
i t ' s  a l o t  of work and t h e r e  is  no s a l a r y  involved, and y e t  I do g e t  a 
c e r t a i n  amount of r ecogn i t i on  by being a school  board member, by going 
through an e l e c t i o n ,  by winning an  e l e c t i o n .  It is an ego t r i p  t o  a 
c e r t a i n  ex t en t .  

I was t a l k i n g  about t h i s  w i th  a gentleman the  o the r  day whi le  we were 
t a l k i n g  about why anybody would want t o  be on t h e  school  board. Okay, i t  
has t o  be an ego th ing  t o  start with.  Yes, you want t o  do something. I 
f e l t  powerless i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  I t h i n k  I mentioned t h i s  before ,  wanting 
t o  accomplish something. But a t  t h e  same time, I wanted power t o  be a b l e  
t o  do i t .  

Now t h i s  power reward, t h i s  power, t he  o ld  saying about oh, j u s t  because 
you've achieved a h igh  p o s i t i o n  you may have a c t u a l l y  l e s s  power i n  which 
t o  ope ra t e  even though you may, i t  looks l i k e  you have more. I t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e r e  is an ego reward involved he re  i n  t h a t ,  "Okay, I ' v e  done t h i s .  
I ' v e  accomplished t h i s .  l1 You know, i f  t h a t ' s  t he  kind of a th ing .  

I won an  e l e c t i o n ,  you know t h a t  is i n  and of i t s e l f  an  accomplishment, 
something I have never done before.  And was kind of an eye-opening type 
of t h ing  a f t e r  teaching p o l i t i c a l  sc ience  f o r  a number of years ,  and 
s tudying poly s c i ,  and then a c t u a l l y  going through an e l e c t i o n  your se l f .  
And, too,  I have worked f o r  candidates .  But t o  put yourself  i n  t h a t  
p o s i t i o n  of being t h e  candida te  w a s  a very unique experience. I enjoyed 
i t .  You might say I a c t u a l l y  t h r ived  on t h a t  kind of a th ing .  I enjoyed 
i t  much more than I thought,  and looking back I can f o r g e t  t he  bad p a r t s ,  
thinking,  "Oh, I ' ll  never want t o  do t h i s  again." And y e t  now, I ' m  even 
th inking ,  "Aha, you know, t h e r e  w a s  something i n  t h e r e  was a reward i n  
t h a t .  Look and see t h a t ,  s e e  what I d id ,"  even though t h e r e  were a l o t  
of people t h a t  were r e a l l y  much more, you know, worked probably harder  
than  I did.  

So I t h i n k  t h a t  those  k inds  of rewards a r e  important ,  as I ' v e  mentioned 
before.  Maybe one of t h e  problems t h a t  I have being a housewife and 
mother is  the  r ecogn i t i on  involved, of no one--yes, okay, maybe my spouse 
recognizes  t h i s ,  my pa ren t s ,  my neighbors.  "Oh, s h e ' s  a good mother." 
That ' s  no t  enough f o r  me .  

Q: J u s t  t o  be a housewife. 

A: Right. 

Q: I n  t h e  eyes of soc i e ty .  

A: And I t h i n k  t h a t ' s ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  women who a r e  very happy 
doing t h a t .  And i n  f a c t ,  I have been very envious a t  t i m e s  of women who 
can do t h a t .  And I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  is, t h a t  is as i t  should be. I n  
f a c t ,  i t  should be noth ing  t o  be looked down upon because I t h i n k  t h a t  
that 's--but a t  t h e  same time I don ' t  g e t  t h e  p r i d e  o f ,  say f o r  i n s t ance  a 
husband and dinner .  I enjoy t h e  company of having someone over f o r  
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working and the  female would r a t h e r  be. And t o  me t h i s  is no t  men a s  
opposed t o  women, t h a t  we g e t  away from t h e  r o l e  s te reotypes  and t h a t  
people w i l l  grow up today with a  more--or hopeful ly,  my ch i ld ren  i n  view 
of t h a t ,  would grow up with more choices. 

Q: [Inaudible]  

A: Yes. And I th ink  t h a t  l e i s u r e  time--1 was j u s t  watching l a s t  n ight  
an  NBC s p e c i a l  on, The Search for Something Else  and i t  was a  key because, 
you know, go i n t o  TM t o  r a i s e  consciousness we--the American dream of the  
home, you know, t h e  house i n  suburbia, t he  two c a r s ,  t he  belonging t o  a 
country club, you know, all of t h i s  kind of a thing,  I th ink  is  becoming--I 
mean people a r e  no t  s a t i s f i e d  wi th  God. And I th ink  poss ib ly  even t r a d i t i o n a l  
r e l i g i o n  answers some ques t ions  f o r  people o r  he lps  people with t h i s  
inner  kind of a  peace o r  something. 

And I th ink  t h i s  search is  i n d i c a t i v e  of the  f a c t  t h a t  people a r e  not  
s a t i s f i e d  with a  l o t  of things.  Things always appear t o  look b e t t e r ,  you 
know, f o r  a  woman who i s n ' t  working t o  say,  "Oh, I wish I were there,"  o r  
f o r  a  woman who' s working and say, "Oh, I wish I weren' t," or  male, t h e  
f a t h e r .  And I th ink  that--I t h ink  another  th ing  with t h i s  is t h a t  w e  
w i l l  have more l e i s u r e  t i m e .  We're going t o  have--we're going t o  be a b l e  
t o  do th ings ,  I th ink  f o r  us t o  keep house is nothing compared t o  what 
our mothers, l e t  a lone our grandmothers d i d  keeping house. We do have 
more l e i s u r e  time, we're going t o  have t o  f i l l  it. We're going t o  have 
t o  f e e l  usable. And t h e  same way f o r  males. When you're t a l k i n g  about a 
mandatory re t i rement  age of s ixty-three,  s i x t y ,  you know, maybe even 
moving down, o r  t o  an age of a l l  youth type of a c t i v i t i e s ,  people a r e  
going t o  have t o  f i n d  something t o  do and f ind  some kind of a sanct ion  o r  
something t h a t  they f e e l  what they ' r e  doing i s  worthwhile. 

I th ink  t h i s  r a i sed  consciousness is r a t h e r ,  I th ink  i t ' s  a--what do you 
c a l l  i t--the way the  pendulum swings and we're going back t o  t h i s .  I 
th ink  t h a t  people had t h i s  before. A l o t  of communion with na ture  poss ib ly  
o r  urban development i n  t h e  people were s tuck  i n  s i t u a t i o n s .  But unfortunately,  
I noticed l a s t  n igh t  t h a t  you're  t a lk ing  about t h i s  inner  peace and 
search f o r  something e l s e  is  coming from t h e  very wealthy, t h e  people who 
have the  time t o  pursue t h i s ,  a s  opposed t o  poss ib ly  someone l i v i n g  i n  a 
slum, and unemployed o r  ADC mother with twelve chi ldren.  This is t h e  
kind of person who r e a l l y  needs help and y e t  i t 's  the  only-- i t ' s  again i f  
you're an outgoing person who's a b l e  t o  search f o r  t h i s ,  you know, inner  
peace. Even TM c o s t s  money t o  go f o r  a  course. So I think--you know, 
we're still,  we're s t i l l  t a l k i n g  about a  var ied  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  of people 
t h a t  a r e  a b l e  t o  do t h i s ,  you know, the  wealthy, those who a l ready have 
t h e  luxur i e s  a b l e  t o  go on and pursue t h i s .  Possibly the  American dream 
i s  s t i l l  very r e a l ,  o r  t h i s ,  oh, working hard and making l o t s  of money, 
t h i s  is a l l  t h a t ' s  done, w e l l ,  you h o w  . . . 
Q: What do you th ink  though, about having t o  have something maybe something 
very concrete,  o r  something t h a t  you can a t  l e a s t  ve rba l i ze  a s  an achievement 
f o r  yourse l f?  I mean, do you f e e l  a s  though you need something s p e c i f i c  
t o  be a b l e  t o  then say t o  yourse l f ,  "I am a worthwhile person i n  soc ie ty  
and I should be recognized a s  such?'' Do you th ink  you need something 
mater ia l ,  something s p e c i f i c  t o  c l i n g  to?  
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d inner ,  a s  opposed t o  a c t u a l l y  cooking t h e  meal. And t h e r e ' s  a  key 
d i f f e r e n c e  the re ,  you know, t h e  a c t u a l  cooking of i t ,  f o r  g e t t i n g  t h e  
house ready f o r  something l i k e  t h a t  is  t o  me a  bother .  Having t h e  people 
over f o r  t he  s o c i a l ,  f o r  t h e  pa r ty ,  f o r  t h e  interchange which w i l l  occur 
i s  t h e  key. That ' s  why I have people over ,  n o t  t o  cook the  meal, no t  t o  
show o f f  my cu l ina ry  t a l e n t s .  

And I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a r e a l  d i f f e r ence .  I mean i t 's  no t  t h a t  I don ' t  t h ink  
t h a t  I can prepare t h i s  o r  I can do--but aga in  i t ' s  kind of a  t h ing  where 
I can, you know [ inaud ib l e ] ,  and oh, I can do t h i s  w i th  young c h i l d r e n  
and maybe t h a t ' s  a l l  p a r t  of i t ,  too. So I th ink  t h a t  t h i s  is something 
d i f f e r e n t  than saying,  "Okay, I very  seldom cook a  good--I mean an i n t e r e s t i n g  
meal." That doesn ' t  appea l  t o  me. Maybe t h e  crowd i s n ' t  b i g  enough. 
Now t h a t ' s  no t ,  you know, that ' s--I  don ' t  s ay  t h a t  my family goes hungry, 
bu t  I th ink  about  i t  [ inaud ib l e ] ,  o r  I w i l l  c l ean  t h e  house when someone 
is going t o  come over ,  you know, t h a t  kind of t h ing  a s  opposed t o  a d a i l y  
schedule o r  weekly type schedule.  I would j u s t  as soon go back down t o  
school  again,  don ' t  worry about t h e  house, o r  t ake  t h e  k ids  swimming. I 
wouldn't, you know, do anything but  an  o u t s i d e r  role--go b ike  riding--and 
a l l ,  you know, read about th ings .  Tha t ' s ,  t h a t ' s  no t  a  very--1 u s u a l l y  
plan th ings .  That ' s  not--that does no t  f i t  i n  too we l l  with a l o t  of my 
o the r  ways. I do th ings  because usua l ly  I ' v e  always been one of t hese  
okay, I ' m  going t o  plan t h i s ,  o r  s tudy o r ,  you know, t h i s  would be t h e  
kind of th ing .  But t h i s  l eads  me t o  be l i eve  t h a t  my housework and my 
cooking never--I don ' t  r e a l l y  c a r e  about  because I don ' t  plan ahead, I 
j u s t  kind of th ink ,  okay, I'll whip i t  toge ther ,  and r e a l i z e  when and 
where I ' ll  do t h i s .  And I th ink  t h a t  t h a t ' s  no t  l i k e  preparing f o r  a 
c l a s s ,  where I s i t  down and do something I ' v e  scheduled t o  do. 

Q: Of course,  our  i nne r  peace people say t h a t  we shouldn ' t  r e l y  on 
achievements and working f o r  t h e  good of o t h e r s  i n  order  t o  g e t  more of 
our own s a t i s f a c t i o n  ourselves.  

A: That ' s  why I have been f a sc ina t ed  wi th  TM [Transcedental  Meditat ion]  
and yoga. W e  had a couple of speakers  come when we had, you know, a 
church group on medi ta t ion  and they came and ta lked  and I would th ink  
t h a t  I would be a very  good person f o r  TM because i t  would be a  r e l a x a t i o n  
type of t h ing  which 1 don ' t  t h ink  I do. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  would be more 
inner-peace s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  a l though I ' m  a  very  s o c i a l  person. I enjoy 
being around a l o t  of people,  no t  a  l o t .  I mean, I enjoy being wi th  
people. Sometimes I, you know, j u s t  have too much. I th ink  t h a t  comes 
from dea l ing  a l s o  wi th  smal l  ch i ld ren  o r  something, where people a r e  
making demands on you a l l  t h e  time. But I th ink  t h a t  t h e  r a i s e d  
consciousness would be good i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t ' s  supposed t o  make 
everything e l s e  b e t t e r  t h a t  you do. And you know, I ' m  no t  th inking  so  
much of t h e  phys io logica l  even though t h a t ' s  supposedly supposed t o  he lp .  
I th ink  a t  the  same t i m e  i t  would, i t  would be a r e l a x a t i o n  type of t h i n g  
so t h a t  your mind and your body would be more a b l e  t o  do th ings .  I ' m  
always w i l l i n g  t o  t r y  something, t h i s  is  t h e  key. I would l i k e  to--I 
have a  f r i e n d ,  t h a t  would volunteer  t o  do TM, and b a s i c a l l y  one can teach  
someone e l s e .  I mean i t  may not  work a s  we l l  o r  you may have l i t t l e  
problems, i n  a c t u a l l y  going through the  TM course.  
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Q: To do t h a t  . . . ( laughs)  

A :  Close to--1 t h i n k  i t  was c l o s e  to--I t h i n k  i t  was $200 f o r  a  family,  
and $125 f o r  an  ind iv idua l  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  And a c t u a l l y ,  somehow, 
I don ' t  know why, i t  w a s  j u s t  t h a t  you could go out  and buy something 
e l s e  and be, you know, f o r  i nne r  peace. 

Q: Cer ta in ly .  They're a l l  a l i k e .  

A: Right. Two hundred d o l l a r s .  

Q: I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  s e l l  a spec t  is  . . . 
Q: Y e s ,  I--yes, I th ink  so, too. 

Q: Well, I t h i n k  we'd b e t t e r  move on he re  too. L e t ' s  see ,  I d i d n ' t  g e t  
through t h e  problems wi th  c h i l d  care .  Did you have problems wi th  c h i l d  
c a r e  when you were r a i s i n g  your ch i ld ren?  

A: I th ink  I ' m  a b e t t e r  mother no t  being home a l l  day. I f i n d  t h a t  
I 'm--I  f i n d  t h a t  I ' m  much b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  dea l  wi th  my ch i ld ren  when I 
have no t  been har rassed  a l l  day. And b a s i c a l l y  that--now I enjoy doing 
th ings  wi th  them, I ' m  enjoying i t  more a s  they g e t  o lde r .  I ' m  b a s i c a l l y  
not  a baby person. And I th ink  t h a t  t h i s  goes back t o  maybe aga in  a  
se l f -centered  type of t h ing  t h a t  wi th  a baby b a s i c a l l y  you are- - i t  is  
making demands on you and a s  t h e  c h i l d  matures, you know t h e  independence 
t h a t  they develop t o  me is  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  and I enjoy it. It h u r t s  a  
l i t t l e  b i t ,  yes ,  but  a t  t h e  same t ime I th ink  t h e  independence appea ls  t o  
me more than anything e l s e .  And I enjoy doing th ings  wi th  them i n  family 
a c t i v i t i e s .  I don ' t  h o w  i f  i t  comes from teaching  o lde r  c h i l d r e n  o r ,  
you know, high-school-age ch i ld ren ,  whether t h i s  comes from them o r  no t .  
But I th ink  t h a t  as they grow o lde r ,  I ' m  more a p p r e c i a t i v e  of them and I 
th ink  my wanting t o  reason wi th  them works out  much b e t t e r  a s  they g e t  
o lder .  I f i n d  i t  very  d i f f i c u l t  e s p e c i a l l y  with a two year  o ld ,  t o  
reason, o r  a t tempt  t o  reason wi th  i t ,  and I i n  t u r n  have become i r r a t i o n a l .  
I th ink  t h i s  TA f o r  t o t s  is  wonderful. I read t h a t  t o  my ch i ld ren  i n  
order  t o  r ep l en i sh  myself. But, you know, I ' m  Okay, You're Okay, D r .  . . - 

Q: That ' s  Transac t iona l  Analysis .  

A: Right. And I th ink  t h a t ,  you know, t h i s  is--1 th ink  i f  I don ' t  t each  
my ch i ld ren  anything e l s e  except hopefu l ly  t o  v e r b a l i z e  how they f e e l ,  t o  
exp la in  how they ' r e  f e e l i n g ,  i t ' s  okay t o  be angry, i t 's  okay t o  be mad. 
There a r e  c e r t a i n  ways you can t ake  out  t h i s  anger and t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  
ways t h a t  are unacceptable  t o  t ake  out  t h i s  anger.  But i t ' s  not--you 
don ' t  go through l i f e  happy, you don ' t  go through l i f e  always f e e l i n g  
good. There a r e  c e r t a i n  ways t o  g e t  a t t e n t i o n  which w i l l  g ive  you warm 
fuzz i e s  which i s  what they--the p o s i t i v e  responses from people. And 
t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  t h ings  t h a t  you only g e t  cold p r i c k l i e s  which a r e  t he  
negat ive  responses from people. And the  p i c t u r e s  of t hese  warm f u z z i e s  
and co ld  p r i c k l i e s ,  and t h e  ch i ld ren  r e a l l y  enjoy t h i s ,  even Abby. 
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Q: Almost a ch i ld ren ' s  book. 

A: Yes. I t ' s  w r i t t e n  a s  a ch i ld ren ' s  book. This i s  the  TA f o r  t o t s .  
And i t ' s  very i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  the  f a c t  t h a t  I, a s  I sa id  before,  i t  
replenishes  m e  o r  i t  makes m e  th ink  more about okay, you know, i t  expla ins  
parents  ge t  angry. They may not  want t o  look a t  you a t  c e r t a i n  times and 
I th ink  t h a t  a l l  t he  t i m e  t h a t  you verbal ize ,  hopefully--I'm su re  t h a t  I 
do a l o t  of screaming and y e l l i n g ,  too much--but a t  l e a s t  I t r y  t o  ve rba l i ze  
how I ' m  f e e l i n g  t o  them, and t h a t  sometimes I w i l l  say, " I ' m  angry, i t ' s  
nothing you've done. I ' m  j u s t  i n  a bad mood." O r  "Don't c ross  me." 
This is, I th ink ,  e a s i e r  t o  dea l  with a s  I s a i d  g e t t i n g  an o lde r  c h i l d ,  
but  I think t h a t  t h i s  ve rba l i za t ion ,  you s t a r t  your young saying, "okay, 
how do you f e e l  r i g h t  now?" " I ' m  unhappy." "Why a r e  you unhappy?" To 
ve rba l i ze  these  things.  And I don ' t  th ink  people can go a l l  through l i f e  
and not  ve rba l i ze  t h e i r  f ee l ings ,  o r  be a b l e  t o  dea l  with them. "I h a t e  
you," t h a t  is  a very r e a l  f ee l ing .  This is t o  e l i c i t  a response from 
you. They want t o  be reassured t h a t  i t 's  okay t o  ha te  me r i g h t  now if 
you're very angry. You know, "I w i l l  love you anyway," and reassur ing  
type things.  "1 don' t  l i k e  what you've done, but I love you." This kind 
of reassurance. This  is probably something t h a t  I, a s  I sa id  before ,  
probably made many mistakes but they were always, you know, "You a r e  not  
a bad boy. What you have done i s  bad, but you a r e  not ,"  and I th ink  t h a t  
t h i s  is from--sometimes I s e e  them, and I f e e l ,  I g e t  t o  a poin t  where I 
f e e l  g u i l t y ,  you know, "Don't do t h i s  s t u f f  a l l  day." 

I th ink  t h a t  these  books can make parents  f e e l  g u i l t y .  On the  o ther  
hand, I have a firm b e l i e f  t h a t  maybe i t ' s  a--I f i g u r e  you can ' t  r e a l l y  
scrub your ch i ld ,  i f  you do you can g e t  too  dry. I th ink  t h a t  you can 
[ inaudible]  you can hur t  them, i f  you do not  want them t o  develop. I 
th ink  anybody t r y i n g  t o  make them carbon copies of yourse l f .  Which goes 
back, I always th ink  of - The Prophet, Gibran, your ch i ld ren  a r e  not  yours 
bas i ca l ly ,  and I th ink  t h i s  is  the  key. Sometimes i t  keeps always coming 
back t o  me t h a t  they ' r e  not  extensions of you, they a r e  ind iv idua l s  unto 
themselves. And I th ink  t h a t  a l l  this--I t h ink  t h a t  I mentioned t h i s  
before,  my parents  always t r e a t e d  us a s  equals ,  you know. Yes, we had 
our problems and we fought and we s e n t  messages, you h o w  normal human 
in te rac t ions .  A t  t he  same time, what we d id  was important t o  them. What 
we did counted. And I th ink  t h i s  is what, you know, j u s t  t ry ing  t o  r a i s e  
chi ldren  now i n  the  sense of okay, you're  okay a s  a person, what you do 
does count and not  t o  put them down constant ly.  And a l s o  make them t o  
make choices which you h o w ,  l i m i t i n g  t h e i r  scope but okay, what do you 
know. You have t h i s  and t h i s ,  now t h i s  is your choice. 

And I th ink  t h a t  I f ind  t h a t  I can do these  th ings  by being honest with 
myself but the re  a r e  times when I am a t  a poin t  where I could a c t u a l l y  
k i l l  my chi ldren .  I can see c h i l d  abuse very,  very c l e a r l y .  I can see  
an immature person not being a b l e  t o  dea l  with chi ldren .  I always used 
t o  th ink  those people were t e r r i b l e ,  those h o r r i b l e  monsters, and y e t  I 
have responded t o  my ch i ld ren  very negat ive ly  and i n  a rage. I have 
never h i t  them i n  a rage but  I have probably wounded them j u s t  a s  much by 
responding, by verbal  abuse which the re  is--verbal abuse. I d id  see  a 
show on Tuesday, t a l k i n g  about ve rba l  abuse of chi ldren .  
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But I th ink  t h a t  t h a t ' s  a  key t o  always recognize t h i s ,  t h a t  a l l  of u s  
c a n ' t  lower ourse lves  t o  t h i s ,  t o  t h i s  l e v e l  of a c t u a l l y  becoming a c h i l d  
l i k e  ourse lves  and g e t t i n g  i n  a screaming match. I ' m  f o r t u n a t e ,  I t h i n k  
Dave is  very good as f a r  a s  d i s c i p l i n e  with t h e  ch i ld ren ,  and always been 
very conscious and very  demonstrat ive toward them. He's no t  j u s t  a 
d i s c i p l i n a r i a n  o r  anything. But I also--I become r e s e n t f u l  because they  
do l i s t e n  t o  him and t h i s  may be because they don ' t  hear  t h e  no i se s  when 
I ' m  t he re ,  but  when he says  something, they l i s t e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  J u s t i n  
does,  I th ink  t h i s  is  t h e  key. I never say,  "Wait till your f a t h e r  g e t s  
home, h e ' l l  t ake  ca re  of you." I t r y  t o  d e a l  with i t  a l l  day, bu t  I 
n o t i c e  i n  t h e  evening h e ' s  much b e t t e r ,  obviously from not  being around 
them a l l  day. ( l augh te r )  I always f i g u r e  he can y e l l  b e t t e r .  I do, 
r e a l l y  I do, I th ink ,  a s  I mentioned before ,  we j u s t  want--the two of 
us--with t h e  k i d s  and I t h i n k  i t ' s  joy--the idea  of  [ t h e  k i d s ]  being a b l e  
t o  do th ings .  Many, many people love  babies .  I f i n d  r e a l l y  nothing--yes, 
t hey ' r e  c u t e  and I can f e e l  a maternal  i n s t i n c t  and say,  "Oh yes,  I ' d  
l i k e  t o  hold them," b u t  I don ' t  want t o  (chuckles) .  

You know, I th ink  somehow, I loved my c h i l d r e n  a s  babies  growing up and 
s t u f f ,  and I have enjoyed the  second childhood, Abby's second, Abby's 
childhood much more than J u s t i n ' s  because I have no t  wished f o r  he r  t o  be  
o lde r  because I know t h e  s t a g e s  of growth i n  t h e  pas t .  But a t  t h e  same 
t i m e  I apprec i a t e  now being a b l e  t o  do c e r t a i n  t h ings  without always 
having t o  run home f o r  a  nap o r  change pants ,  those  kinds of t h ings ,  
those  phys i ca l  t ak ing  c a r e  of t h ings ,  which I lmow mine would do. J u s t i n ' s  
been i n  all day o r ,  you know, he doesn ' t  want t o  go f o r  a  bike-r ide o r  
something l i k e  t h a t .  But f o r  t h e  most p a r t  I th ink  t h i s  happens as they 
g e t  o lde r  too,  you want them t o ,  bu t  I t h i n k  a t  t h e  same time I enjoy my 
independence from them, from t h e  phys i ca l  tak ing  c a r e  of  [them]. And 
aga in  t h a t  may be a s e l f i s h  th ing  but  I don ' t  f e e l  g u i l t y .  

Q: Okay. [pause] 

A: I don ' t  t h ink  g u i l t  is kind of a . . . 
Q: "Guilt  is  b u i l t  i n t o  motherhood," was one of my l a t e s t  quotes t h a t  I 
heard and I thought,  "Oh my . . . . I I 
A: Well, I was d i scuss ing  an  i n d i f f e r e n c e  surveying wi th  a person t h e  
o the r  day. We were t a l k i n g  about g u i l t  and g u i l t  is r e a l l y  a  very ,  oh, 
people c a n ' t  a f f o r d  it. It 's j u s t  no t  . . . 
Q: I t 's  no luxury. 

A: Right. It's r e a l l y  t h e  idea  o f ,  I th ink ,  t h a t  we, e s p e c i a l l y  a s  
females,  I th ink ,  grew up wi th  l o t s  of g u i l t  f e e l i n g s  and s o c i e t y ,  family,  
i t  doesn ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  what caused these  types of th ings :  double 
s tandards ,  s exua l  double s tandards.  The idea  t h a t  you may h a t e  your 
ch i ld ren  a t  times, you h o w ,  t h i s  makes you f e e l ,  a s  I mentioned before ,  
r e a l l y  means how t o  be a  good parent  and a l l  of t h i s  and r e a l i z i n g  what 
you have done and t o t a l l y  des t roys  your childhood. 

Q: You've blown a t r i p .  
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A: Y e s ,  you've blown i t ,  r i g h t .  And I t h i n k  t h a t  I somehow am a much 
more o p t i m i s t i c  type of person i n  t h a t  a l l  of u s  a r e  going t o  experience 
c e r t a i n  emotions, i n  t h a t  i t ' s  r e a l l y  not  a good idea  t o  look back a l l  
t h e  time on t h e  same th ing .  But I tend t o  t h ink ,  and I am a person who 
does v e r b a l i z e  th ings ,  and I f e e l ,  you know, t o  someone else, o r  even t o  
myself o r  t o  my ch i ld ren ,  and I th ink  t h e r e ' s  a  l o t  of s k i l l  t h e r e  involved 
wi th  t h a t .  You do g e t  i t  out  and you do t a l k  about it, because a  l o t  of 
g u i l t  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  mind. But i f  you a c t u a l l y  g e t  ou t  something and t a l k  
about i t ,  t h e r e  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  anything t o  f e e l  g u i l t y  about.  And I t h i n k  
t h a t  t h i s  l eads  t o  an  extreme depress ion  which I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  many f e e l  
very o f t e n ,  and w i l l  t u r n  t o  drugs o r  a lcohol  o r  something t o  a l l e v i a t e  
t h i s  depression,  n o t  t o  l i v e  i n  t h i s .  You know, t o  g e t  out  of t h i s  
depression.  To go i n t o  another  kind of--the sick, s t a y .  But I th ink  
t h a t  t h a t ' s  why many of ua g e t  t h e  g u i l t  f e e l i n g s  because i f  we sat and 
ta lked  t o  people we would r e a l i z e  t h a t  our  f e e l i n g s  a r e  no t  unique. I 
mean our  f e e l i n g s  may, you know, be unique t o  us .  You know we th ink ,  
"Oh, no one else would f e e l  t h i s  way." And y e t  I t h i n k  where t h e  women's 
awareness groups, and no t  j u s t  women, but  people ' s  awareness groups--you 
know, people can say,  "Oh, look ,  t h a t  person a l s o  f e e l s  t h e  same way. 
I ' m  no t  so ,  I ' m  no2 t h i s  h o r r i b l e  monster t h a t  I t h i n k  I am." I th ink  
t h i s  is  where I th ink  t h e  Pa ren t s  Anonymous groups. Karen Crawford is  i n  
charge of t h e  Parents  Anonymous groups where i t  is t h a t  a c t u a l  therapy.  
I mean you go f o r  every th ing  from Weight Watchers t o  Alcohol ics  Anonymous 
whatever, t h i s  is  a v e r b a l i z i n g  of your f e e l i n g s .  Why d id  you h i t  your 
ch i ld?  Why d id  you t ake  a  dr ink? O r  why a r e  you ea t ing?  I f e e l  g u i l t y ,  
you know, t h e  g u i l t  a f te rwards  . . . 
Q: I n  o the r  words, t h e  g u i l t .  

A: . . . Yes, bu t  t h i s  g u i l t  is i n s i d e ,  you see ,  and by v e r b a l i z i n g  I ' m  
s u r e  t h a t  many people e a t  t h a t  way, o r  dr ink ,  o r  bea t  t h e i r  ch i ld ren ,  
whatever, because of t h e i r  g u i l t  f ee l ings .  There's a very f i n e  l i n e  t h a t  
s epa ra t e s  u s  from anybody e l s e  because i t 's  j u s t  a mat te r  of okay, we 
could be t h a t  person too,  l i k e  tomorrow, perhaps. 

Q: Do you ever  f e e l  any g u i l t ,  as f a r  as leaving  your ch i ld ren?  

A: No, I th ink  I do, as I mentioned before,  working--I t h i n k  i f  I were 
gone o r  had a type  of schedule 1 would f e e l  g u i l t y ,  where I had a  premonition 
t h a t  I would f e e l  g u i l t y  being away from t h e  c h i l d r e n  a l l  t h i s  time. 
That i s  no t  t o  say  t h a t  I wouldn't have t r i e d  t o  see, you know, t h e  job 
ma te r i a l i ze .  But on t h e  o t h e r  hand I f e e l  I have c e r t a i n  t h ings  t h a t  I ' m  
going t o  pursue, but  l i k e  people say,  "How can you have time f o r  tennis?"  
Well, I make time.  hat's a mental and physc ia l  t h ing  t h a t  I want t o  do. 
O r ,  "Why do you have t i m e  t o  do t h i s ?  I don ' t  have t i m e ,  I ' m  doing 
something else." There a r e  c e r t a i n  t h ings ,  I have c e r t a i n  p r i o r i t i e s  
which may be r a t h e r  screwed up t o  o t h e r  people. A s  I mentioned before ,  
c leaning  house o r  cooking, you know, o r  something l i k e  t h a t ' s  no t  h igh  
on my p r i o r i t y  list and I would r a t h e r  do something e l s e .  

I th ink  t h a t  a s  f a r  as t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  concerned, I f e e l  t h a t  they need 
time away from me a l s o ,  t h a t  t h e r e  cannot be--I t h ink  t h a t  i f  I had a  job 
wi th  a teacher-type of schedule t h a t  would be acceptab le ,  you know, 
teaching the  c l a s s  [ i naud ib l e ]  r e a l l y  Saturday o r  evenings. The only 
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t h ings  t h a t  problems cause a r e  r e a l l y  wi th  Dave because--really i t  would 
not ,  s o  many th ings ,  meetings and t h i s  kind of th ing .  I th ink  you have 
t o  be c a r e f u l ,  when you're  working, when we  were s e t t i n g  up p l ans  f o r  t he  
desegregat ion a  year  ago when . . . . I was gone so  many n i g h t s ,  you 
know, 1 wasn't  l eav ing  my c h i l d r e n  bu t  I w a s  l eav ing  my husband he re  a l l  
t h e  time, we were no t  t a lk ing .  I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  a  danger he re  of saying,  
"I 'll p lan  a l l  my meetings a t  n i g h t  s o  I won't l eave  my chi ldren ,"  o r  
"I 'll do t h i s  on Saturday." I t h i n k  you need t o  a l s o  f i n d  t i m e  making 
s u r e  t h a t  t he  family,  o r  your spouse, you know, you ' re  a l s o  communicating 
with your spouse because you can go through, "well, h i , "  a t  t h e  door,  o r  
you know, throw supper on t h e  t a b l e  and run o f f  t o  c l a s s  and t h i s  kind of 
th ing .  So I th ink  you no t  only have t o  worry, a s  I mentioned before ,  I 
was worried about my c h i l d r e n  a s  opposed t o  a spouse, o r  to--you know, 
even doing th ings  a s  a  family which we usua l ly  enjoyed much more now. 
Anything t o  be outs ide .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  another  problem I have about  
working a  twelve month year.  To be i n s i d e  i n  t he  summers would be 
absolutely--I don ' t  know i f  i t ' s  an--obviously i t ' s  a pyschological  
th ing ,  bu t  I keep, you know on a  n i c e  day, i f  I have t o  s t a y  i n s i d e  I go, 
"Why can' t I be  outs ide?"  (laughs) 

Q: I wonder i f  t h a t ' s  t o  do with wanting t o  c u t  down, closed down, 
t rapped.  

A: I don ' t  know. I ' l l  take  c l o t h e s  out  t o  f o l d  them. I ' l l  take--1'11 
do anything you know, j u s t  t o  be outs ide .  I used t o  have a  c lo thes l ine- -  
d i d n ' t  mind t h a t  at- a l l ,  hanging up c lo thes ,  as long as I was doing i t  
outs ide .  Pa in t ing ,  mowing t h e  lawn--1'11 mow t h e  lawn, bu t  I won't 
vacuum. You know t h a t ' s  t he  kind of a th ing .  Somehow I have t h i s  f e e l i n g  
t h a t  i t 's  somehow, i t ' s  s o c i a l  t o  be outdoors.  And whether t h a t ' s  some 
kind of c laus t rophobia  o r  something, bu t  on t h e  i n s i d e  I don ' t  feel--I  
n o t i c e  t h a t  I ' m  much b e t t e r  wi th  my c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  summer and spr ing .  
Rainy days a r e  bad. But t h i s  may be a ca r ry  over from camp, I don ' t  
know. Rainy days a t  camp would j u s t  be,  you know, very  bad. What i t  has 
t o  do wi th  space I ' m  no t  sure ;  o r  i f  i t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t ,  bu t  I r e a l l y  enjoy 
being outdoors.  

Q: Okay. You mentioned your job and why you l i k e  t h e  job. Why don ' t  
you t e l l  me about  how a l l  t h a t  came about? 

A: Well, when we f i r s t  moved here ,  I app l i ed  out  t h e r e  t o  teach  p a r t  
time, and I r e a l l y ,  from a l l  viewpoints,  you know, t h r e e  yea r s  I ' v e  been 
r e a l l y  working on a  part-t ime p o s i t i o n  and r e a l l y  now t h i s  f i t  i n  p e r f e c t l y  
t o ,  a s  I mentioned, t o  my schedule.  My f i r s t  semester I th ink  was very  
d i f f i c u l t .  I w a s  r a t h e r  f r i gh tened  i f  I had t h r e e  hours  of c l a s s  wi th  
one p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s ,  bu t  a t  t h e  same time I t h i n k  I 've  r e a l l y  been 
rewarded in  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I f i n a l l y  go t  people who want t o  l e a r n  and who 
a r e  t h e r e  f o r  some o t h e r  reason,  and t h e r e ' s  r e a l l y  l i t t l e  d i s c i p l i n e  
involved, which is what I enjoy--I go t  very f ed  up i n  t h e  pub l i c  schools  
with t h e  idea  t h a t  you would have t o  d i s c i p l i n e .  And I t h i n k  t h a t  I 
have, you know--it's a unique experience. I don ' t  know i f  I mentioned 
t h i s  before,  bu t  I th ink  t h a t  every teacher  should teach  people t h a t  want 
t o  be there .  And most people must go through the  pub l i c  schools ,  f o r  
f i f t y  yea r s  poss ib ly ,  and never teach  c h i l d r e n  who--at l e a s t  a t  t h e  
secondary level--having c l a s s e s  t h a t  people,  c h i l d r e n  who r e a l l y  want t o  
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l ea rn .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  been a f a n t a s t i c  reward t o  me, t h a t ' s  
way beyond a monetary type  of t h ing ,  t h a t  t h e r e  is  t h i s  response. There's 
a l o t  of s tuden t  i n t e r a c t i o n .  Older people,  younger s tudents .  By teaching 
t h r e e  hours you have a break, you know, ~ o u ' r e  a r e a l  person. You don ' t  
have t o  be an a u t h o r i t y  f i gu re .  Here i s  t h e  desk. Do no t  c r o s s  t h i s  
l i n e .  I ' m  here,  you 're  t he re .  And I th ink  t h a t  t h a t ' s  where t h e  Lincoln 
Land experience has r e a l l y  been very fun t o  me. I must admit t h e  f i r s t  
semester w a s  much more e x c i t i n g  than t h e  second. The f i r s t  semester I 
worked much harder ,  I had t o  prepare.  The second semester I was teaching 
t h e  same course.  It wasn't a s  cha l lenging  and t h a t ,  maybe t h a t ' s  always 
what happens. I ' m  looking forward t o  doing it hopefu l ly  i n  t h e  f a l l  
again.  

End of Side One, Tape Two 

Q: Okay, you were t a l k i n g  about your job a t  Lincoln Land. 

A: Yes, I s a i d  one of t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  b e n e f i t s  bes ides  working wi th  
s tuden t s  who want t o  l e a r n ,  o r  who a r e  t h e r e  f o r  a purpose, whether they 
love  t h e  American P o l i t i c s  c l a s s  o r  n o t ,  t h e y ' r e  t h e r e  f o r  some reason. 
Many a r e  r e tu rn ing  t o  school.  And I enjoy working wi th  the  d i f f e r e n t  age 
groups, t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  between t h e  pup i l s  and t h e  teacher ,  and y e t  you . . . ( t ape  stopped) 

Anyway, a s  I w a s  mentioning t h e  pup i l  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  t h e  idea  t h a t  you can 
v i s i t ,  you can t a l k  about  t h ings  during break. Many t imes my class-- 
f i r s t  semester, we j u s t  h i t  i f  o f f  f a n t a s t i c a l l y ,  and we would cont inue 
during t h e  break i n t o  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  same th ings  on a more informal 
l e v e l  ou t s ide  t h e  classrooms, ou t  i n  t he  hallways. Sometimes we'd s i t  
around i n  a c i r c l e  on t h e  f loo r .  And I f e l t  a very  g r e a t  r appor t  wi th  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s .  The second semester wasn't nea r ly  a s  chal lenging.  
That could have been because I ' d  been through t h e  course o r  I f e l t  more 
a t  ease,  bu t  a t  t h e  same time, t h e r e  f o r  a while ,  some of it was kind of 
personal  group type  of thing.  I ' m  more comfortable,  too,  now wi th  t h e  
t h r e e  hour t i m e  schedule.  I t h i n k  another  one, I would be th inking  i n  
terms t o  r ep re sen t  t h i s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t imula t ion .  

I s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  some of t h e  o the r  teachers ,  I go t  t o  work wi th  them i n  
planning a course,  I went t o  f a c u l t y  meetings where I was made t o  f e e l  
very much p a r t  of t h e  department, even though I was only part-t ime. And 
I th ink  t h i s  w a s  a good f e e l i n g .  I th ink  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h i s  too,  i n  
working wi th  these  people. I was t h e  only female bu t  i t  was f i n e .  They 
have no fu l l - t ime h i s t o r y  o r  p o l i t i c a l  sc ience  where I ' m  teaching.  And 
I ' m  no t  su re ,  I must admit whether I would want fu l l - t ime,  t h a t ' s  f i v e  
c l a s s e s ,  which i s  r a t h e r  s t renuous  f o r  co l l ege  teaching,  a l though I t h i n k  
I could f i t  it i n ,  you know, okay. I don ' t  t h ink  it would be as cha l lenging  
as t h e  Saturday and evening c l a s s e s  because I ' v e  s u b s t i t u t e d  evening 
c l a s s e s  and t h e y ' r e  much more of an  ex tens ion  of high school.  ( t a p e  
stopped) 

Oh, t h e  ful l - t ime-- i t ' s  more an ex tens ion  of t h e  high school  c l a s s e s  
because t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  p r e t t y  much r i g h t  ou t  of high school.  They're 
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probably e ighteen ,  n ine teen ,  twenty yea r s  old.  And i t ' s  j u s t  a d i f f e r e n t  
atmosphere and t h e r e  is only a f i f  ty-minute-time per iod ,  which is t h e  
same as it is i n  high school .  

And I t h i n k  t h a t  t h r e e  hours  g ives  you much more leeway t o  develop some 
kind of rappor t  wi th  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  as opposed t o  t h i s  f i f t y  minute pass ing  
on t e n  minutes i n t o  teaching  t h e  c l a s s .  I probably wouldn't t u r n  i t  down 
i f  they o f f e red  it t o  me. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, I do enjoy the  f a c u l t y .  

Q: So now you w i l l  have one evening course i f  you go i n t o  t h i s  a rea .  

A: Well, I don ' t  know. That ' s  t h e  way i t  worked i n  now t h e  f i r s t  semester.  
Second semester I had a c l a s s  ( i naud ib l e ) .  So t h i s  semester --I mean 
f a l l  semester--hopefully w e ' l l  have two c l a s s e s  and I h a t e  t o  t a b  another  
evening o r  Saturday,  bu t  I don ' t  know. You know, you r e a l l y  don ' t  have 
too much of a choice as f a r  as t h e  t i m e  is concerned. You can choose 
your n igh t ,  bu t  i f  you ' re  going t o  teach  e x t r a  c l a s s e s ,  you ' re  r e a l l y  
going t o  have t o  t i e  t h e  evening o r  Saturday. It does l i m i t  you f o r  
weekend t r a v e l .  

Q: [ Inaudib le]  

A: It w a s  Tuesday. I don ' t  know, you r e a l l y  j u s t  kind of can f i g u r e  
out--they do have some inner-session c l a s s e s  l i k e  would be t h r e e  days a 
week, t h r e e  t o  f i v e  o r  something like t h a t .  But t h a t ' s  a l i t t l e  more, 
you know, you have t o  make another  t r i p  ou t  here.  And I, you know, you 
j u s t  become spo i l ed  when they f i r s t  o f f e red  i t  t o  me. Well, i t  sounds 
good and I wanted t o  choose my own time type of thing.  You know, a s  f a r  
as board meetings, i f  t h e  school  board is  concerned hopefu l ly  w i l l  f e a t u r e  
some type of--hopefully we can g e t  t eache r ' s  nego t i a t i ons  and then s t a r t i n g  
t h e  reduced segrega t ion  p lan  a f t e r  t h i s ,  so  hopefu l ly ,  by f a l l  t he se  
th ings  can be s e t  up r e g u l a r l y  and w i l l  no t  be  a s  time consuming as they  
a r e  now. Even though you know, I have meetings with--the board meetings 
a c t u a l l y  working--as f a r  as o u t s i d e  of t h a t  which I ' m  hoping ( inaud ib l e ) .  
Also wi th  t h e  school  f i g h t i n g  on t h i s ,  you know, with  a team on t h i s ,  so  
I th ink  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  (chuckles) i n  many a year ,  I w i l l  a c t u a l l y  
have some time t h a t  I don ' t  have t o  u se  there .  

Q: Now t h e  name of your course  is . . . 
A: American P o l i t i c s .  

Q: Is i t  a requi red  course? 

A: Yes. I t 's  f o r  an A . B . ,  and a s s o c i a t e s  i n  A r t s  degree; AB degree. 
So, a s  I mentioned, everyone does have t o  t ake  it. I th ink  i t ' s  been fun  
t o  teach  American P o l i t i c s  because t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of people t h e r e  who have 
voted and pay taxes and not  a bunch of youngsters who haven ' t  been out  i n  
t h e  b i g  bad world t o  f i n d  out  what i t ' s  a l l  about. And some of them a r e  
very d e f i n i t e l y  very  conserva t ive ,  who I enjoy g e t t i n g  i n  a l l  s o r t s  of 
d i scuss ions  with.  And I f i n d  i t ,  you b o w ,  i t ' s  very s t imu la t ing  a s  I 
mentioned, t o  have t h i s  d i f f e r e n t  age and d i f f e r e n t  experiences.  Black 
s tuden t s ,  white  s tuden t s ,  s o  we can t a l k  about  some of t h e  problems we  
might face .  I mentioned t h e  f i r s t  semester c l a s s ,  we r e a l l y  got  i n t o  
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some good d iscuss ions  about f e e l i n g s ,  f e e l i n g s  of m i n o r i t i e s  kind of 
th ing ,  and what i t  means t o  be black and growing up i n  a  Chicago ghet to ,  
and what are t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  experience wi th  those  --you h o w ,  much more so  
t h a t  I can exp la in  coming from me, you know. Well, t h i s  is t h e  way i t  
is;  and I ' m  a whi te  female,  you know, t a l k i n g  about a  black,  poss ib ly  
male o r  female. And I th ink  t h a t  t h i s  kind of experience,  sha r ing  of 
experiences is  something t h a t  you don ' t  r e a l l y  f i n d  . . . 
Q: Too f r equen t ly .  

A: . . . wel l ,  you don ' t  f i n d  i t  i n  too  many c l a s s e s ,  and I t h i n k  t h i s  
is one of t h e  b e s t  t h ings  t h a t  I can say  as Ear a s  desegregat ion and 
i n t e g r a t i o n ,  i s  t h a t  you would have a  sha r ing  of experiences a t  a l l  
l e v e l s .  And I d i d n ' t  have t h i s  very  much as f a r  a s  high school  was 
concerned, o r  even co l lege .  We were no t ,  you know, t h i s  is  i n t e r a c t i o n .  
I th ink  where I have I would say ,  start ou t  with 35 s tuden t s  u sua l ly ,  you 
know maybe 25, maybe 20 come. So i t ' s  r e a l l y  no t  as--and i n  t h e  time 
span t h a t  you have, you c a n ' t  l e c t u r e .  I may have some--but I c a n ' t  
imagine i n  t h e  time and concent ra t ion  on t h i s .  Real ly as I mentioned 
before,  I r e a l l y  enjoy i t ,  as Ear a s  g e t t i n g  back i n t o  i t ,  th ings  l i k e  
p e r i o d i c a l s ,  t h ings  l i k e  books, and th ings  t h a t  I enjoy.  

Q: So you d i d n ' t  prepare l e c t u r e s  l i k e  [ i naud ib l e ]  l i k e  t h a t ,  o r  j u s t  
some ques t ions  f o r  d i scuss ions?  

A: W e l l ,  I would prepare an o u t l i n e  b a s i c a l l y ,  I t h i n k  too  much over 
t h e i r  reading material. I would r a t h e r  go into--I found some s t u d e n t s  
t h a t  j u s t  almost through t h e  end of i t  t h e r e  would be some c e r t a i n  m a t e r i a l  
which I r e a l l y  ha ted  t o  do and I f e e l  t h a t  you can go through i n  an  
o u t l i n e ,  but  1 had worked on the  assumption, and i t  was t r u e  i n  many, 
t h a t  they 'd read the  ma te r i a l .  And I f e e l  t h a t  t h a t ' s  only f a i r  because 
many s tuden t s  do, and I always came t o  be i n s u l t e d  by having an  i n s t r u c t o r  
go over t h e  same amount of m a t e r i a l  t h a t  they have a l r eady  gone over 
before.  And t h i s  is what I t r i e d  t o  do, have more of a d iscuss ion ,  
s t a r t l n g  out  wi th  ques t ions ,  you know, l ead ing  into--students d i d  eva lua t ions  
on me and I w a s  o f t e n  [ inaud ib l e ] .  

But I th ink  one of t h e  b igges t  t h ings  t h a t  I found is t h a t  they e i t h e r  
l i k e d  me o r  d i s l i k e d  me, t h e r e  wasn't a whole l o t  i n  between. And many 
of them s a i d  t h a t  I came on too s t r o n g  a t  times, oh, e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  
women's l i b  i s s u e ,  and I th ink  t h a t  some of my sarcasm, some of my jokes 
might, you know, go r i g h t  over them. I found t h i s  e s p e c i a l l y  wi th  the  
younger, more immature s tuden t s ,  t h a t  they thought a  l o t  of times when I 
was r e a l l y  being f a c e t i o u s  i n  many cases ,  o r  s a r c a s t i c  o r  something, they  
took t h i s  a s  t h e  gospel  t r u t h .  Their  sense  of humor w a s  a  l i t t l e  lacking.  
I t h i n k  another  t h ing  too,  t h a t  I do is  t h e  l a c k  of organiza t ion .  That 
seemed t o  be t h e  biggest--although n o t  a l l  s t u d e n t s  s a i d  it--and I t h i n k  
t h a t  i f  I assume tha t  they read t h e  m a t e r i a l  I would l i k e  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  
d iscuss ion ,  and they s a i d  I wandered too  much from t h e  s u b j e c t ,  o r  go t  
o f f  on tangents ,  which is  easy t o  do. But I s t i l l  f e e l  t h a t  i f  they d id  
read the  m a t e r i a l  and t h e  assigned ma te r i a l  they would be a b l e  t o  keep up 
i n  c l a s s .  


















