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Carmen Chapman, Jume 1, 1976, Springfield, Illinois,

Melinda Kwedar, Interviewer,

Q: Carmen, when were you born and where?

A: I was born in Jacksonville, Florida, on a naval base in Jacksonville,
Florida, in 1946.

Q: Was your father stationed there?

A: Yes, he had just returned from being stationed in Bermuda and came
back, as a matter of fact about the time that I was born on the naval
base,

Q: So he was being out-processed from the war?

A: Right . . . well, he really went in toward the end of the war, He
was a teacher at the time and had a deferment. He had a deferment at the
beginning of the war and he really was in towards the end of the war and
stationed in Bermuda.

Q: You all never went to Bermuda, I assume,
A: No, I didn't get there.
Q: Did your mother go?

A: No, I don't think so--later on, several years ago, at least. I had
one older sister who was about four at the time.

Q: Okay, and then you-~what other sisters and brothers do you have?

A: I have one younger sister, who is about four years younger than I am
and was born after--my father was teaching at Western Michigan University.
Well, it's a long story. He came back to Fort Des Moines in Des Moines,
Iowa and then went to Western Michigan and so I really spent the first
part of my childhood, you know, recalling it in Kalamazoo, Michigan at
Western. Then [father] got a sabbatical to go teach--or a fellowship to
teach at Harvard, so he was in Boston for a year. And then every other
summer, he taught somewhere else, so he went from Redlands, California to
Marquette, Michigan, and we really got to live in many parts of the
country as opposed to just traveling through them. We traveled all over,
going on these jaunts, but I really got to live other places which was
rather interesting. And then about 1955, I believe it was, when I was in
third or fourth grade, we moved., He accepted the Dean of Liberal Arts
position at Drake University in Des Moines and we moved to Des Moines and
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my parents are still in Des Moines now, so things kind of settled down
after that period of time, as far as moving around.

Q: Okay, so you spent most of your early life until you were what, about
eight years old, moving around, spending a year here . . .

A: But one of the funny things I remember, I suppose because we moved
different places, I can look at a grade and remember what I was doing at
that particular age, which is kind of interesting as opposed to living in
the same place. One of the things that I vividly recall was in the first
grade in Bostom, going to Beethoven's School and I remember the girls
played on one side of the playground and the boys on the other, with a
fence down the middle. And she called everyone miss or mister except for
me and I was referred to as "Common" in the Bostonian accent. So things
like that stand out as far as remembering where--although one interesting
thing I think about, too, is living on the East Coast and living on the
West Coast for a time. I think it really started my interest as far as
history, government, being able to see things. I can remember very
early, which must have been first grade, visiting Plymouth Rock, going to
Salem, going to Williamsburg, these kinds of places, so I think that some
of this, you know, these were very impressionable things that happened to
me. As I said, by living a year one place and then another summer maybe
living somewhere else, I can associate these things, separate them out,
and I think, as I said, it really kind of increased my wanting to know
more about, oh, especially history. I really enjoyed that and being very
fascinated with Salem and the witch trials and this kind of thing. I
think from my teaching experience, I can always tell children who have
traveled. It doesn't have to be out of the country, which I think is the
key to really knowing or being familiar with places within the United
States.

Q: What about though, how early do you think that--did your younger
sister pick up the same kind of impressions?

A: Well, I think probably not as much. As I said before, first grade
was very memorable. I can remember somewhat living in California, which
was probably before I went to formal school. I can remember somewhat of
living in the--maybe it's from looking at pictures, too, you know, how
much you remember. When my father was working on his Ph.D. and I was
living in the Quonset huts--you know, married student housing, this kind
of thing--whether some of that is recalled from pictures, and you see it
and think you remember it, I don't know, it's hard to tell when the
memory starts. I think it's kind of interesting that some of the things
that I can separate out, because of living different places, as opposed
to just thinking I lived in Des Moines or Springfield.

Q: Did you ever feel any lack of security or lack of homebase, any kind
of thing like that?

A: Not really, because most of our living different places were for

summer, so it was more like an extended vacation., I remember Redlands,
California; Marquette, Michigan; we lived in Wisconsin, Eau Clare, Wisconsin,
thogse kind of places. But those were more like extended summers. Boston
was just for a year so I really don't think, you know, as far as attending
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school or something like that, I don't think it really made that much
difference. My mother recalled the story--the younger you are, I think,
you can adapt to things—-my mother told the story of how we would go
outside in the yard, I would go out and play with my friends in Boston
and speak very much in a Bostonian accent, and I'd come inside and I1'd
switch it to speak as they did. So I see children as being very adaptable
to their peers, probably much more so than adults. It's probably adults
that fear more moving and this kind of thing than children do, as far as
acceptance.

Q: How was your housing situation, did you just rent?

A: Usually there was an exchange of some kind because my father was on a
teaching kind of an exchange. We would live in a faculty person's house
who was gone for the summer, which was nice so you were in the neighborhood,
or I remember once we lived in some student housing, like a dormitory,
which was kind of--that was in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, or it was a married
student housing kind of thing. And in Boston, a professor at Harvard--my
dad had a fellowship at Harvard--had gone to England for a year so that
was-—gs0 we had his house. It was probably better than just going into
a——1 remember, we were always in the older sections or around the college
community, which probably made a difference in getting to know people, as
opposed to moving into a strange community or something like that,

Q: Even the children, you felt, were also sort of in a university-type
community?

A: Yes, yes.
Q: Did your older sister like it as well?

A: I think so. I have probably a funny relationship with my two sisters.

I was the middle child, the middle of three girls, and as I recall, those

two were much closer during the growing up period. The older ome protected
the young one and I was on my own, more or less. We have a great relationship
now. It's funny to look back on it. I probably fought--the sibling

rivalry is probably much greater between me and my older sgister, and me

and my younger sister, as opposed to those two. they kind of stuck

together, which I look at now in my own children. And sibling rivalry in
three, I think, is much more difficult to deal with.

Q: I'll grant you that, especially the middle ones. Let's see now,
we've gone through kind of your early schooling, and then you all moved
to Des Moines. About what year was that?

A: That was about 1955. And my father, as I mentioned before, had taken
the Dean of Liberal Arts position there, which had been vacated for a
time. My mother had been going to school when we were living in Kalamazoo
at Western and finished up her degree there and went on to get a master's.
1 remember going to her graduation. We were all quite excited. She
always took classes, and started teaching in the public schools. It has
probably made an impression on me, the fact that she always took classes
and did work when we were growing up. I think it makes an impression on
me that she could not really accept the lifestyle of just her children.
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I never felt deprived in any way. Probably, being a teacher, her hours
were such that she was usually home about the same time we were from
school., I can remember being very proud of her teaching and graduating
and my father also, she had put him through school, which was very typical,
I think, of this era. Probably of ours, too, but I don't think as much

so as during the Depression, you know, living through the Depression

days. She had helped, as I mentioned before, to put my dad through, so I
think this was kind of nice. And he put her through school.

One thing at Drake, and at other universities also, private institutions,

is that they can go tuition free. All children and spouses, and this is
from custodian to president, which is a nice side benefit of the university,
Mother also was very interested--she had always taken extra courses in

art, had a degree, I think she had an extra degree in elementary counseling,
which is a rather mew field. And has been teaching now in Des Moines. I
think she's been there fifteen or sixteen years, or something like that.
It's been quite a while.

Q: What kind of work did she do when she put your father through school?

A: T think, if I'm not mistaken, I think she waited on tables, T think
gsome. I think she did some research and typing and working at the university,
also in Iowa City. It's funny, I never stopped to think about that. I
know she put him through school, She came from a very large family and a
relatively poor one. Both my parents came from the farm, as a matter of
fact, in northern Iowa. She even put herself through high school, came
into town and lived with a family and babysat, you know, was kind of the
nanny person in high school. 80 I suppose was quite a bit older, she was
married at nineteen, and probably quite old for her age at nineteen, you
know, after putting herself through school, And my father was probably
the first one from this small community where he was from to go to college
and junior college and go on. Kind of the local boy makes good kind of
thing. Most of them stayed and became farmers, took over their parents'
farms, this kind of thing,

Q: This was in Iowa?

A: Yes, this was up near Esterville, Towa, which is almost to the Minnesota
border, I suppose with that background--that is still my father's golf

game-—-as a gardener or going to help my uncle on the farm, this kind of
thing.

Q: That's where he relaxes?
A: Right, right. Getting back to the earth type of thing.

Q: I guess we never get away from that, do we? So your parents were
both natives of Iowa. Do you think they were anxious to get back there
and are happy with being back there?

A: I think so. I think they have talked about it. I think they're
worrying about retirement now, not worrying but wondering where they want
to be. I think my father thought of maybe going and spending his twilight
years on the farm. I don't think that my mother is going to think that .
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. . He may look upon that as relaxation, I doubt if that will keep him
busy. He had a sabbatical to teach in New Guinea, a Fulbright Fellowship
to teach in New Guinea for a year and I think this made them realize that
there were a lot of fields and places open to them, even upon being
retired, possibly through--he's active in the Presbyterian Church in Des
Moines--possibly through this he would go teach somewhere else, I think
it's probably an inspiration to me that he doesn't want to become old in
the university. He has since retired from the deanship and resigned and
is now just teaching. He has seen too many people in position go through,
shall we say, falling down as far as being effective and I thipk this is
something he doesn't want, and Mother is the same way as far as teaching.
I think it's something for me to see that they have not lost this, shall
we say, ability to look at things objectively even though they are approaching
this age. Because I remember them always talking about this type of
thing.

Q: Your father went to New Guinea for a year?

A: Yes, this would have been 1970, the year Justin was born. I remember
that., And then Mother--he went in February and 1 think my sister, my
younger sister, was not married at the time and my mother joined him when
school was out, and then they returned in December, so they had quite an
interesting trip. They went inot the hinterlands of New Guinea. Mother
helped in the village with the school children and Father was also there
at the governmental [request] as an advisor from a kind of an exchange.
So that's why they were going and dealing with the tribes. Really a
fantastic experience as far as living there. I think they want to go
back. And they also made a lot of good friends when they were teaching
there at the University of Papua in New Guinea.

Q: What is your father's field?
A: Political science,
Q: Oh, I should have known that.

A: 1T was mentioning to this class the other day where I was speaking
somewhere, and probably politics has played a great deal in my life, and

I don't think it should be a shock or surprise for one of us to have gone
into it. My sister is in English [my older sister] and I went into
political science, and my younger sister is getting a master's in social
work at the University of Iowa. Politics were discussed, we were very
politically-minded people. We discussed politics at the table constantly,
very liberal Democrats. I can remember my mother saying to me in 1956,
very clearly upon going to bed on election night, something I said like,
"What about Mr, Stevenson, Mother?" And she said, "I think you should
say a little prayer." (laughter) Adlal Stevenson was one of her heroes,
My mother voted for Harry Truman, I can can remember that, not remember,
but remember her talking about it, because father decided he didn't have
a chance and voted for the Bull Moose party of something in 1948. Richard
Nixon was a swear word. I can remember my father becoming very livid, I
can remember watching the Checker Speech on TV and his comments about it,
because we lived in Boston in 1952. As I said before, how I can remember
where I was and we did have a TV set there, which probably there weren't
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all that many at the time. Those are the kind of things that probably
have made an impression upon me and have molded me into wanting to become
involved, always being involved in politics and probably a more liberal
upbringing than some other families at the time.

Another thing I can recall is as a youngster growing up and people asking
you what your father did--and this is somewhat related~~and my friends
would say, you know, "My father is a doctor," and I would say, "Well, my
father is a doctor, but he is a fake doctor.”" (laughter) There's always
that distinction between, you know, Ph.D. and M.D. type of thing so the
age-old debate of socialized medicine, which I am sure you appreciate.
People say, '"Well, my father went to school for twelve years to become a
medical doctor," and I would say, "Well, my father went to school . . .
" (laughs) This type of thing. Those are the kind of memories that I
think of as far as being related.

I think there always was the feeling of liking the university community,
although Des Moines is basically not a college town as Champaign-Urbana,
Towa City, something like that, but there was always the college community.
I think it was a very widening type of thing, to a certain extent in that
you always—-there were many different kinds of people that my parents
associated with. There was never any prejudice in my mind--oriental
friends, black friends, Indian friends, were all visitors to our home.

So I think that in some respects this was always translated to me that
this is the way everybody lived. I was quite shocked to find out that
everyone did not live this way in accepting everyone. I certainly think
my parents--I think the parental guidance is very important, something
that I'm now feeling with people who have not been brought up the way I
have, (laughs) I think, I'm not sure it's from the university, I think
sometimes the university can become like an ivory tower, on the other
hand, I think there is a mix here of really an enlightening experience.
Probably some safety thing, being part of an institution, some of it,
like you asked me about moving different places. I think it was always
padded by the fact that we were part of an academic institution, as
opposed to just walking in, and being with a small company or something
like that that wouldn't be quite as well-known.

The times in Des Moines--really it's funny, because people say, 'Where

are you from?" and I always hesitate, and I do say Des Moines. Because
obviously, my parents are still there and that's where I lived the longest.
But I suppose a lot of things that happened before are more memorable to
me as probably living other places. But I think my parents were happy to
get back to Iowa. They had a chance, I think to go—-in fact, Dad--when
we were in Florida right after I was borm--had a chance to stay in Florida
and teach and he said he didn't want to bring his children up in the
South, he wanted to get back to the Midwest, which may be a stereotype
prejudice, may not be as true today as it was in 1946, But [he] did not
want to stay in the South. And of course, my mother hated Florida.
(laughs) Well, those were the days before air-conditioning, and bugs,

she thinks of it as bugs and reptiles still today. I suppose me being
born there, (laughs) You know, all of this is assoclated with it and

the only way you could get cool was to take a bath. (laughs) So I think
this is part of the reason why they didn't want to come back to the
Midwest. Although T really enjoy Michigan and Wisconsin and Minnesota.
Iowa, you know, was rather Midwest, you can't get much . . .
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Q: You never felt any kind of an inferiority Midwest-type of complex,
after having lived on the fantastic West Coast and the elite East Coast,
or any this kind of feeling?

A: I think it's interesting to live different places. I can remember
visiting-~this was when I was older, and especially, you know, junior
high and high school days, meeting young people my age or something, and
people thinking, you know, there are still Indians and that we have corm
and we all live on farms in Iowa, Iowa especially, Iowa much more than
Illinois. I didn't feel--I think I've always been very young. I've been
very much concerned with people making a place what it is, and I think
you can be very miserable in a situation and maybe it's from living
different places myself when I was younger. But I know people today in
Springfield who are very unhappy here. But it's brought on by themselves
in my estimation, because it's what you make it. I guess I've always
felt secure enough that I haven't wanted always to live somewhere else,
obviously the grass is greener. I personally like some wide open spaces,
visiting other places. My older sister lives in Boston now so we do get
back to visit., But you know, you drive an hour and you're in New Hampshire
and another hour and you're in Maine and it's not quite like New York
City. It's a different lifestyle altogether that they live than we do.

Q: Nonme of the cultural wasteland thing that is a problem around here.
Ar Well . . .
Q: There isan't in Iowa, I assume Des Moines . . . What size is it?

A: 1It's about 250,000, It's about one and a half times the size of
Springfield. And it's a capital city. I expected it to be much more
like Springfield, but it's not in many ways. It has a--oh, Drake University
is obviously different from Sangamon State., 1 have very much interest in
Sangamon State because it grew up after a community. Drake used to be a
church-affiliated school, but no longer, but it's really very separate
unto itself, As I mentioned, Des Moines is not really a college town.
There are quite a few similarities with our sectionalism in Springfield--—
north side, southside, east, west--but not as much, because jit's not as
small, which maybe shows up more in a smaller community. In many ways,
very similar, as far as outlook goes. I'm much more involved here with
state government so I would assume, growing up in different parts, my
junior high, high school days, it's hard to associate now spending my
more advanced years, it's sort of hard to compare the two; how I view
them. But I would assume, looking back, that it's really very similar to
Springfield.

Q: Your parents never discussed any kind of feeling like that?

A: No, I think they were happy. I think my father was happy and was a
good administrator, but was happy to get back to the classroom. I think
he went into administration and we really moved to Des Moines to support

a family. College professors, I think today, are paid better tham at

that particular time, or shall we say, more in line with other professions
today than they were at that particular time. And I think that this was
one of the reasons that he did go into administration. And viewing from
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what other people have always said, he was very much thought of as a good
administrator, but was happy to get back into the classroom. I think
that may have been, shall we say, part of being, not wanting to move
especially because it was to a different type of position than he was
before.

Q: Okay. So when did your mother start to teach in the public schools?

A: It must have been the late fifties, I can't give you an exact date on
it, but I think I was in junior high school at the time, but she was
taking classes up until the time--somewhere in my mind, 1959 sounds about
right, I'm not sure, that she graduated and then, of course, she still
took classes after that, very interested in art. Unfortunately I inherited
none of the artistic talent. (laughs) My sisters did. But she's always
been very interested, and still takes classes today, most of the time in
art. She has been really involved with the schools, I think, in Des
Moines, as far as serving on committees, setting up experimental programs,
and has taught all over the city. I'm not sure this is always true, but
it appears to be that first year teachers are sent into less desirable
schools while other people claim that this is not true, And she really
went through some bouts with principals and I think really learned a lot.
(laughs) I notice--it probably makes me feel sad sometimes today that
she'll speak with less tolerance than she used to. And then I think, my
goodness, she's almost sixty years old so obviously, one may be getting a
little tired, although I'm sure that, as I look on it again with hindsight
of dealing with children all day and coming home and taking care of us.

It was a very equal role as far as taking care of us was concerned.
Still today, my father will change my children's diapers. He's always
been involved. Maybe it's growing up with four women and a female dog
that this has come about, It wasn't a role differentiation., I think
also that with two sisters, I always got to do the outside work. At ome
time, I was always considered to be the one who preferred that kind of
work. I still have problems today trying to do the inside work. I much
prefer to be outside. I think as far as role stereotypes, my parents
were pretty good, because one thing, probably, having three daughters,
you know, you're not going to have role stereotypes in chores and this
kind of thing, as far as sex goes and then, because my mother--well, we
all pitched in. And I can remember complaining about this particular
aspect although now I know good and certainly, division of chores, division
of labor,

My sister always organized everyone-—my older sister--she was the sergeant
and she assigned the tasks. We still kid about that today, about the job
chart and how her jobs always seemed less demanding than ours., But I
think all and all, that having her work--well, it's good for us. I don't
see any problems. We benefited from it, we had to assume our fair share.
We also were given monthly allowances, as I recall, to deal with money,

As 1 recall, twenty dollars a month, which sounded tremendous. Out of
that twenty dollars, we bought our lunches or took them and our extra
clothes, like they bought coats and shoes and necessities, but we bought
any extras. And this really forced us to either babysit or work at the
Registrar's office at Drake part-time in the summers. I worked at Barbar's
Bake Shop in Des Moines. I was fired from that job by the way. First
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job, first and only job. I learned an important lesson. My sister had
worked there before and it was kind of a nice job, worked after school
and on Saturdays, and they had a little snack bar, too, where food was
served, and [I] picked up a few tips. I complained about my woman
supervisor because I didn't think she was doing her job. Well, lo and
behold, when I went in to complain, my employer said something about,
"Well, if that's the way you feel, you'd probably be happier working
elsewhere." (laughs) And I remember at the time feeling very crushed
that this would be on my job resume forever and that I would be blackballed.
This was at sixteen, as I recall, S0 I think that it did teach me a
lesson about one better think about what one is going to complain about.

Then I worked at Iowa Methodist Hospital in Des Moines. They had a
pneumatic tube system running through the hospital. I was the tube girl,
sending messages through. Obviously, they still don't have this, they
probably have a more sophisticated set-up. And then I also typed up
admissions. But it was after school, it was a twenty-four hour shift on

the weekend, twelve hours Saturday and twelve on Sunday, seven to seven,

and I alternated with another gal. But whenever we wanted to go away for
the weekend, we'd really be stuck. And then Sundays and holidays, Christmas,
Easter, we were always working., But it was a good job—-I gave it up, it

was good pay, much better pay--but I gave it up the summer after my

senior year and before my freshman year in college to be a camp counselor,

I had been a junior counselor at the YWCA [Young Women's Christian Association]
camp, and oh, I just couldn't stand to be inside. To this day, I don't

like to be inside. (laughs) But the pay was practically nothing, you

know, room and board, but it was much better to be outside. I really
enjoyed the camp. It was an experience 1in dealing with--it probably

helped me decide that I would probably like to be a teacher in dealing

with especially older, junior high and high school age children. I still
have trouble with the younger ones, including my own (laughs).

Q: Those were the students you were involved with in camp that were an
older age?

A: Well, they had all ages, but basically kids can't go to camp until
—--well, I think most of them were junior and high school age. And some
interesting things happened. We had some camp scholarships, and of
course, through the YWCA you have a less affluent sector of the community
than you would at a private camp. And some interesting things that I
experienced. I worked with "Y" teen groups. I don't know if they still
call them that today through the YWCA. Camp had a lot of nice memories,
too, for me, because we always had church retreats there., It was just
the physical set-up of it, I always felt very good about being there and
enjoyed working with the students. I can remember teaching the girls how
to play football, especially since it was too cold to swim. (laughs)

Q: You had to find something to do.

A: Right, I always enjoyed it, and leading camp songs, I really enjoyed
the camping experience. In fact, I was always trying to figure out how
one could tie that in after one is married whem you have a family.
Although I think that couples do go out, maybe teachers or something, and
be camp directors. There's a lot of headaches but it really is kind of a
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neat experience, Probably because you are away from the typical problems
of everyday, and it's really kind of a unique experience and being out of
doors. 1 remember taking kids on canoe trips and sleeping out over night
and really, this is rugged camping. This isn't like Winnebago camping,
this is pretty primitive. Down the Des Moines river and you know, sand
and rain and mosquitoes.

Q: No one was there.

A: Well, yes, you found a few cans, so you knew people had been there.

But it was kind of a--what I meant was, you didn't really have the supplies
or the TV and the stereo and air-conditioner to go on a camp. It's still
my idea of camping., I really kind of cringe at the thought of going to a
trailer camp. I do enjoy being outside and I have never had to work

twelve months of the year--this sounds terrible. And even when I went to
summer school, when I was in the University of Iowa, 1 was a playground
director, as a part-time job, as opposed to being inside. And there

really is more money inside., (laughs) Playground directors can't--but 1
think it compensates because you can be outside.

Q: Your father helped with the housework at home.

A: Right, yes, although I would say the role division, I would say, was
very equal as far as things being done around the house. We really did
most of it from the time I can remember. You know, as far as breaking
in--you did your little chores. We were to be responsible for our room,
this type of thing, and we did help. My father is very handy. In fact,
when he was working his way through school, he was a part-time carpenter.
So he was very handy. We built the garage. We never had anyone in to do
anything, nobody came in--Mother painted. I can never remember a professional,
only a plumber or you know, a carpet--any remodeling, you know, he did
with great pride. Still, they bought another house after we were all

gone and did the same thing, completely removated it pretty much themselves,
Mother is the artist and Father is the carpenter, you know, it works out,
as far as design and work, I guess I've always assumed that's the way

one does things. (laughs) They do it themselves, and he does do things
with his hands that way. Again, it's probably a relaxation type of thing
for him. And now that they have probably-~I don't mean--people never

have as much money as they probably think, but now that they obviously
don't have to support three children, and both work and everything,

[they] probably could hire these things done. And Father approaching
gixty-five, still feels that you should be able to do things, and does
them, and I suppose that's the way it should be, you know, that he wouldn't
just, probably would not be very happy just sitting around twiddling his
thumbs watching somebody else do it. It would probably drive him crazy.

50 they come down to visit us, and we'll take on a project in my house.
Spaded my garden, did all this stuff. The last time they were down here,
be helped put in a floor or something like that. Some project, you don't
just come for a visit. (laughs) He's got a few projects. He's down

quite often.

Q: Okay, what does your mother teach?
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A: She's in elementary school, lower elementary, first through third
grade. She's in a non-graded situation now, which is one thing I've been
talking about, possibly with some centers we have here, where a child is
not advanced, they're lower and upper elementary, but they're not advanced--
it's an open classroom situation--out of their peer group. They are put
into a--maybe advanced in some area and be at one level, but they would
not leave their grade, per se, to go into art or music together, or
something like that. And I think this is an example of my mom, as long
as she's taught, of wanting to be in and try new situations, and always
be open to and be looking to how you should teach childrem. Probably the
overall thing that I hope to impress on my children that I can think from
this teaching experience is that we were always considered people and I
think that--this may sound strange--but our opinions and ideas were
always considered important. That doesn't mean that we decided always
what should be done, but we were always given credit for having these and
for expressing our views. No problem in that area. It was very important
that we did discuss how we felt, what we wanted, why or why not we could
or couldn't have that. But always very verbal and always very respectful
of our ideas. I think that this is probably something that too many
parents, including myself, ever look at children as people, and respect
them for that. And probably allowing them to make decisions that, as
long as it won't hurt them, they'll learn from that experience. Because
we were always allowed to make decisions at a very early age. I mean, I
can think of many times when probably I wish they had said, "Tell me what
you do, don't make me mess around." I think that this is important, it's
part of growing up, it's part of the security that I feel I have as an
adult, you know, allowed to make decisions like this as a child. And I
think that there was no shock, cultural or otherwise, leaving home, going
to college, even though it was an exciting experience, I didn't fall
apart, because I had to make decisions before I had gone. Budgeting
money, this kind of thing. I think this is~-you know, they were there if
we needed them but on the other hand, they were going to make those
decisions at the same time.

Q: Does your mother like the open classroom situation?

A: She does, except there is onme problem, Whenever you use an old

school for this, it's not accoustically right for it and the noise level
drives her crazy. 1 accuse her of becoming old, maybe ten years ago or
something, she could have, but I think that this is true because she had
mentioned that she had been 1in other schools that were designed specifically
for this. And if the accoustics are not right, it can be a problem. I
think the theory she likes, the problem is the practice; in this particular
room, it's not adequate. In a general, open area, it's not adequate

because of the noise level, but I think the idea, she does.

Q: And probably, it's rather hard to teach, I would think. It would be
a much harder teaching job.

A: Yes, I think that you have to plan more, you have to be willing to
take noise, even in accoustics. You don't have a quiet, regimented,
rigid, controlled-type classroom. Children are doing a lot of different
things, which if you are not used to this kind of thing, would tend to
really get on your nerves. I mean, obviously, a different learning
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center and different things going on and 1 think this would be difficult,
even in a situation where the accoustics were okay to deal with, if you
were used to a structured classroom.

Q: Did you go to public school?

A: I went to one most of my life. I just went a couple of years--let's
see, two or three years to a lab school at Western Michigan, which is an
extension of the university. Iowa City has one, I don't know if Champaign
does, a laboratory school--mostly P.K.s, professor's kids, went there.

As I remember, student teaching-—-and never wanted to go to the lab school.
(laughs) I remember it quite clearly. Again, in the first impressionable
years, and then public school in Boston, and then always public school in
Des Moines, Drake didn't have lab school. I don't know whether we would
have gone to it or nmot. I never really thought much about it. And of
course, I went to the University of Iowa, which is a public school.

First it's Drake, which is a private school.

Q: I see. University of Iowa is located . . .
A: In Iowa City.
Q: . . . Iowa City. So you did go out of . . .

A: Yes, that's an interesting thing, which again I credit my parents
for. We had fee tuition to go to Drake, And there were tuition exchanges
with other schools, but they had overextended. More children had gone
away from Drake, if you see what I mean. My sister went to Cornell in
Mt. Vernon for a year on a tuition exchange basis and then somebody from
Cornell went to Drake, But they had overextended this by the time I got
there, and I wanted to go away to school and I think my parents thought
it was important. And of course, my dad had graduated from Iowa, and I
really think that was the key. I did come back and go to Drake that next
summer and the first semester of the next year. But after living about
one month at home, I moved--well, my little sister was still there, the
sibling rivalry was unbelieveable, and she had been used to not anyone
being there. I had been away to school and I really think it's hard to
go back and live after you have been away. And my parents fortunately
realized this and I lived at the dorm in Des Moines for the one semester
that I was there and then went back to Drake.

One of the reasons that had caused this--why I had come back to Drake—-I
had gone through rush my first semester at Iowa. They don't have a
deferred rush on sororities and it was very important, I guess, to be in
a sorority at that time. Although I think in high school, I had never
been part of the group. I had been elected to different things, I had
been on committees, but I tried not to be associated with a group. T had
different~type friends and different cliques, as we called them. So when
I went out for rush, I found it very stereotyped, that obviously people
associated one house or another--and I pledged a sorority and I didn't
really want to pledge it. But I just did at the last minute, and depledged
it three days later, which was very unheard of. Girls didn't do this,
Guys did in fraternities, The reason I'm relating this is how I ended up
without a room for the next year. So the next year--you lived in the
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dorm——the next year, I decided to go out of rush again, which is very
strange. I liked a particular house--most of my friends were in it--and
I really thought it would be very important at the time. So I went
through rush, and I didn't have a place to live and the dorms were full,
They were building a dorm, and it wasn't completed. So I went through
rush, and this house——it's supposed to be the whole group structure--kept
me up to the last moment, before they asked me to pledge and then cut me.
0f course, I didn't have anywhere else to go, and was totally crushed and
thought life was over again. And then went back to Drake to go to school
that first semester because I didn't have a place to live in Iowa City at
the time. My parents, I doubt, would have wanted me to live off campus
at that time. The dorm was built and I went back to school at the semester.
I did enjoy being at Drake.

It was a little hard being the dean's daughter, which is a little close.
Most of the professors, also, I knew by their first name. It was fum and
I picked out the people that I wanted to go to school, but I wanted to go
back to Iowa. And I think really bounced back and probably turned out
better that I was nmever in a sorority. As it turned out, most of my
friends by their junior and senior year de-activated. (laughs) They
didn't like all the sorority frills, and the things they had to go to
that they didn't want to. So I think that it probably turned out for the
better as far as, you know being stereotyped., I still to this day don't
like being identified with a group, or to be stereotyped into a group,
and I think some of this stems from maybe, obviously being respected as
an individual as a child, not wanting people to think, oh, there goes a,
you know, whatever as opposed to there goes Carmen Chapman, or something
like that. It may be an ego thing and as I look back on it, I wouldn't
deny my daughter or my son wanting to be in this, I just think that you
are awfully immature in the freshman year and possibly a deferred type of

thing. Probably one of the problems at Iowa City, too, is the large,

huge dorms that you live in. Smaller housing units would not necessitate

possible gorority and fraternity living. But you live three in a room

and you've got, oh, I don't know, a thousand people in a dorm. It makes

for awfully large areas. You do get to know people on your floor, but I

am just saying as far as compatability or something.

End of Side One, Tape One

Q: Okay. We were talking about your early years in college., Was there
anything else you wanted to say about that?

A: Oh, I'm just trying to think of some of the things. Probably going
through a large high school helped prepare me to go to a large university.
I know, parents today will ask me what size school should their, you

know, would their child be best situated for, I think that my graduation
class was six hundred and something, six hundred and fifty students, and
at the University of Iowa, you would sit in lecture classes of say two to
three hundred students and small discussion groups. I think that one
could have a tendency to get lost in this situation. I met a lot of
interesting people. Those students who made it through and really wanted
to get an education did, I mean, those who wanted to get an education
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made it through, I should say. Those who didn't, you know, just for a
place to play.

I also went through school at a time--keep in mind this would have been
1964, I graduated from high school--so0 just about the time starting in
Vietnam. Well, strangely enough, before the Vietnam demonstrations
against the war, but really the build up in Vietnam in 1964 and a lot of
my classmates that did not go to college went to Vietnam right out of
high school. A couple of things did come home to me. A gal I went to
school with and lived in the dorm with, and [we] planned our weddings
together, her fiance did not come back from Vietnam. So these kind of
things probably led me to think very deeply about it, taking part in some
of the demonstrations, although I did graduate a year early.

I met my future husband when I was a freshman and he was a senior. And
then I went--I decided--it's funny because my sister did the same thing,
that we pretty much talked at that spring that we would get married. But
when I graduated, and I somehow had the idea that one shouldn't get
married until one graduated from school and my sister had done the same
thing. So I went to summer school and took nineteen hours a semester and
graduated a year early. This would have been 1967 instead of 1968. So I
really missed a lot of the Vietnam demonstrations against--although
toward the end, probably more took place when I was teaching high school
than later on after we were married, and my high school students were
involved somewhat with this particular thing. My sister much more,

Also the drugs were not there. There's this big timeline between the
time I was in school and my sister four years later. Kids weren't, I
mean, there were addicts, but, you know, no one I knew smoked marijuana
or dropped acid or anything. And I don't mean I ran around with a very
conservative-type people, but that was not part of it. Our big thing was
that we drank liquor illegally because it was twenty-one [years of age]
to drink beer or hard liquor, and that was the biggest type of thing. So
I think that this is another interesting type of thing in that the high
school students that I taught later on were really involved much more
with drugs. This kind of puts me in a limbo type of situation, because
people talk about the fifties and they talk about the sixties, but really
you have to get into the late sixties before you hit the anti-Vietnam and
the drugs—-the introduction of drugs to the campus and high school.
Really, it probably hit all about the same time and this obviously, you
know, made a difference to me in how I was looking at my high school
students and tried to look at them and that they were approached with
much more, more than I had been as a high school student or as a college
student, either one.

I did mention before probably that I had met my future husband at an
early age of my college career and probably made a difference in my
social life, I can remember people saying, '"Oh, you're going to be sorry
that year you made up," and sometimes I do think that. (laughs) I
think, oh, one more year of college., Of course, at the time, no one can
tell you, right, that you would want to change this, mnot that I would
have changed spouses, but it could have been another year and I could
have another year of school.
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Carrying the nineteen hours, though, I always did better the semesters
that I had more to do. I always set goals for myself, what 1 wanted to
accomplish in a class, My most difficult subjects were languages and
physical sciences, Anytime I was 1in English and history and the social
sciences, I was fine. I worked hard in the other classes and I always
thought of myself as an over—achiever. It's hard accomplishing certain
things. I do have a great drive, motivation, Some of it, I think, was
probably to please my parents, I don't deny that. We were never given
rewards. We were only chastised or, shall we say, told negative things
when my father or my mother thought we could do better. The potential
was on an exam, on a skill, you should be able to do better in this
field. So that type of pressure maybe, but not as far as what grade you
should get. T had a very hard time, I remember, in French. (laughs) My
father was sympathetic with that slince that was one of his weaker fields.
But probably there was something in the back of my mind of not wanting to
let my parents down. But also a drive in me that I can do it, I can
master the subject. I always set goals for myself.

I used to get up at six. I'm a morning person. I cannot stay up late in
the dorm, especilally when everyome is around, running around late at
night., And I would go to sleep about ten o'clock and then I'd get up
about six and go down and eat breakfast, go down to the union. Perfect,
beautiful kind of day, yes. And I know the two or three hours that I'd
study, I1'd accomplish twice as much, ten times as much, as trying to stay
up late and study for exams. I never really was one of these, you know,
stay up all night, crack the books. I did it all along. I tried to pace
myself and know that I couldn't read a whole book the night before an
exam. BSo I suppose those study habits came through from high school,

Q: But you always wanted to get good grades for yourself?

A: I think so, I mean it was important. A “C" was not really good

enough. A "B" in some subjects wasn't good enough, a "C" in other subjects
was, you know, I think I graduated with a three point, isn't that something,
I can't remember. I remember thinking, I don't want below a three point.
Now, it wasn't for graduate school, it was for like, kind of something in
the back of my mind, you know, it was important. Probably too much of an
emphasis on that., Although I didn't have time to take a lot of extra
electives because of going through so fast, I didn't have many hours to
spare, so really I stuck basically to the humanities. I mean, that was

my field, political science. I didn't really have a lot of time. I

always did well in the subjects that I really enjoyed. I think the grade
there I wasn't thinking so much about as in some other area where I was
having a harder time. I was thinking, "Oh no, I can't. I don't want
this," you know. But I loved biology and zoology. Biology, I really
enjoyed that. It's just that I could not, or I was not able to, say,
perform as well as the other students in these subjects. Much more than
the rocks, I remember that, the earth, earth science, life science versus
the earth sciences. I was much more interested in the animals versus the
rocks,

Q: Did you have any political jobs in high school or college?
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A: Well, T was always on--1 remember running-—didn't really in high
school, run for office as much as be in charge of a committee. I remember
getting, oh, a girl's club service award. That's probably one who went
out and joined the most committees. Again, not as a member of a group,

we didn't have formal group groups, but they were, more or less everyone
knew, you know, who belonged to what group, which is kind of interesting.
I guess some of it was that I really enjoyed doing that, you know, running
homecoming, doing that kind of thing, the social thing. But I wanted to
do it for me. Now again, if it was an ego trip, I don't know. But not

to be chosen just because I was a member of group.

I think I ran for office in junior high and I lost for student council,

In high school, I don't remember running for office. I think T was just
a--you know, representative, you know, if I did, it was on a lower scale,

not a high scale., The same thing in college, I was on committees, politically,
involved with the young Democrats, working for a representative there
running for office. High school, really didn't get all that active in

the campaign. One thing I do recall--and he's been my inspiration ever
since-~1is that in 1964 I was taking economics as a senior in high school,

and my instructor was a Goldwater conservative, this was 1964. You don't
find many Goldwater comservatives in the academic circle and he fought us
tooth and nail, which was great, I learned more in that class than any
other because he said, "You don't have to agree with me, but if you're

going to disagree, you'd better know why." And so we did., I remember
staging a skit and "We Love You, Barry" song and the posters, it's suprising.

This kind of thing really inspired me when I went on to teach, that to

take a stand, not to demand that your students do the same, but they

elther had to support or reject that idea on the basis of fair knowledge
and experience. I found this to be very successful, especially with high
school students. And always inviting in candidates running for office.

This was important, to have them exposed, and to get them working on
campaigns, I thought, was very important and stuff, to high school students.
In fact, at Lincoln Land even now I encourage them to do this.

But I think that it inspired me--that high school teacher—--inspired me
more, politically. I probably am as far from him as anybody, and yet the
respect I have for him. This had always led me to believe that what's
important is the struggling of the student, or the student to come to
some kind of conclusion based on something they have done. And this man
out here stood for me as a challenge to do this. And that's why, you
know, that's probably something that I recall very much, very vividly
from high school, being involved politically.

Again in college, T had a couple of instructors who challenged, also very
similarly, to him. A professor at Drake that I had, Frank Wilhoit was

his name, a Harvard scholar, fantastic person. But always challenged
students to do the same kind of thing. 1In fact, he used to use vocabulary
that I used to sit and write down, and go and look up words after the
lecture, this type of thing. So I think I used several of the instructors
that I had in high school and college as examples of, you know, taking
parts of them obviously, and trying to get the strengths of these people
to help.
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Q: Okay. So you graduated from the University of Iowa in 1967 and then
what did you do?

A: In about two weeks, I got married, (laughs) after graduation. And
then moved into the--oh, we took a rather interesting honeymoon, we went
to Expo '67. Most people in Montreal--most people go to hide away. We
went where there were millionms of people, but an interesting trip. And
then returned to Bettendorf, Iowa, that summer and my husband was with a
public accounting firm and it was kind of strange.

Before we got married, or that spring, I looked around in the Quad Cities,
this was before the overabundance of teachers, and found a high school or
I guess we found an apartment and I looked up the street and said, "I'd
like to teach at that high school right up the street." I went up there
and talked myself into a job. As it turned out later, I don't think they
really needed me, but they hired me. This was in Bettendorf, Iowa, and
they hired me. They wanted to know whether 1'd be willing to do team
teaching and I said that certainly I would. "And would you like to try
different things?" And I said, "Yes, I would." As I said, I think I
really talked myself into it, I'm not sure they really needed me. As it
turned out that first year of teaching was very miserable because I was
given two team teaching classes with sixty to seventy students in them,
with another brand new teacher., And I had those two classes and the rest
for prep periods, I mean, I didn't have enough to do and really was very
bored and, shall we say, turned off by the whole thing. The second and
third years were much better, I made a lot of good friemds that I still
have today, from teaching,

I think the interesting thing about it is that I learned--I mean, everybody

goes into the culture shock, obviously from college to the real world
that you learn, you have all this fantastic knowledge you want to impart
to these young students, and you find out that they really don't care,
and it doesn't turn out that way. And it was very challenging to me.
The physical situations which I found myself in were very horrible for
teaching, I mean, you don't put sixty to seventy students who are
supposedly slow learners, together in an old lunchroom for the last
period of the day, with another new teacher. And so learning the hard
way, the second and third years that I taught were much better,

But I think a teacher takes a lot from the system. We come in with
enthusiasm. You want to do everything right and have all this knowledge,
and I think you learn an awful lot in the first two or three years of
teaching. And I think people say, it doesn't make any difference how

long you teach, I think sometimes just to grasp the idea that you are
going to perform physically, five, six, seven hours a day, very exhausting.
I can remember coming home many, many nights, in fact, I haven't had
headaches like this since. It's hard to explain to my husband and other
people what it's like to perform,

I have a great respect for teachers up to this day about a performing
type of thing, where if you are in a business and you don't particularly
feel like talking to the clients, you can cut it short or schedule it for
another day. And you can't do this when you have high school students or
any level of students where you are dealing with them all day and have




Carmen Chapman 18

different classes coming in. Another boring thing about it was teaching
the same subjects four and five times a day. One thing I found was the
best help was, you know, games with the students, mock U.,N. [United
Nations] models, mock government, legislatures. They thrive on this kind
of thing, where they act it out, where they were doing, bringing in
candidates, letting them work on the campaigns. I, myself, got involved
with a couple of campaigns, then probably more so than I was in college.
And I thought that the students, by being involved with the candidates,
would get involved themselves, and really learn how politics was, and it
wasn't all that glamorous. It was a lot of licking envelopes, and listening
to obscene people on the telephone responding to questionnaires. (laughs)
Something like that., 8o I think I did learn a lot as far as, you know,
the first couple of years of teaching.

[I] went through a very interesting experience my next summer. There
were a few of us who were going to teach summer school and we went to
see, or thought we went to see, somebody from California telling us how
to teach, you know, so I went with my stationery, all prepared to write a
few letters home, catch up on a few things. Well, we walked in and lo
and behold, we were assigned a room and we walked in there, and they were
sitting there in a circle and there was a guy there-—they were all people
within the school system, it was a small school system, you know, people
who were kind of new, my principal was in line and a few other teachers,
I know.

There was a guy sitting there with a beard, of all things~~keep in mind
this is 1967. 1968, I guess it was, in the summertime. And lo and
behold, he didn't say anything, and nobody--you know, small talk stopped
after awhile. What 1t turned out to be was really an awareness group, a
sensitivity group, which was at that time not nearly as common as today--an
awareness type of thing, group interaction, getting to know each other,
telling people how you feel, I found it absolutely exhilerating. We
continued many of these sessions. They went on for a whole week of this,
I think a half day session for a week, which isn't as concentrated as
some. It really was a sensitivity group. We went in there without any
preconceived ideas because we didn't know what it was going to be about.

We tried the same thing next fall and everybody went in, the teachers who
hadn't done it, and then they said, 'Oh, they're going to make us cry,
open up, tell our innermost secrets, alter our fears,'" and it didn't
work. Ours was fantastic, and I still think about it today. I think I
probably—--we were talking about wearing masks and people communicating
and this kind of thing. I think this is carried over today. I think I
am desensitized again and I think it made you aware, as he mentioned,
that you go out and go to cocktail parties and conversations where no one
could be relevant because people were talking about very irrelevant
things. I think what you need is a happy medium here that obviously you
cannot go around all the time with no mask in different roles that we
play. But on the other hand, that there are many conversations and many
things that you should be involved with that are way beyond our usual
scope of conversation. And [it] really opened up a lot of interpersonal
relationghips within the group.
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I told—--we were telling how we felt about students, the idea that the
degsk is between you and the students and it should stay there. 1Is that
right? It doesn't make any difference if they call you Carmen or Mrs.
Chapman. You know, opened up a lot of things and we tried a lot of
things this summer. Found it very, very exhilerating, at the same time
frustrating because you kind of fell back into the structure. Those
teachers who had not gone through it were very jealous of those who had,
because we were so open. (laughs) I think you could really tell the
people who had been through it. I told the principal that I really
thought he talked too much, and didn't say anything, and the faculty
meetings were too long, which they were, and somebody said he was okay
for awhile, but they wanted me to come back for him.

So anyway, this was the kind of thing, really carries over a lot today.

I think it is very important for people to communicate, to talk to each
other, and find out what's going on. And this 1s where it's probably
meant a lot to me, it's probably easier for me to open up to other people
because I had probably been doing a lot of it, through my parents and
friends. And yet for some people, it's very difficult to do. And yet I
really played a lot of games that I was not even aware of or closed
myself off in many situations and [was] totally unaware, thinking I was
very open, I think it's really a very neat experience. I think anyone
who has a task to do, such as we do, which 1s to educate the children,
need to know each other and communicate. I suggested this for the
Intercultural Affairs Committee, for school desegregation and we talked
about this other type, any time you have groups who have to work together
for a task or any time you have to communicate, get to know each other,
school boards, this type of thing, so that you're honestly communicating
with each other.

But it's surprising how people don't want any part of it. But that
probably made one of the biggest impressions on me as far as my teaching
experience. After that, I became very disenchanted with a lot of the
regimentation of the school. In many instances, the teacher didn't have
half the freedom the students did, leaving campus, this kind of thing., 1T
found it also very boring to teach five classes, the same thing. I was
really run down at four classes maybe of the same thing. We had planned
to start a family and at that time, you couldn't take a leave of absence,
you just resigned., Things went according to schedule and a year--let's
see, I taught--I quit teaching in June. And then I started—--but that
fall I decided to start on my masters., I started a couple summers before,
commuting to Iowa City, and fortunately, I went ahead that semester, and
continued to take classes, so that right before we moved to Springfield,
I did get my masters. And I was really glad I did. Again, I loved to
take classes., You know, I could take classes all the time. I wish-=I've
always wanted to go to law school.

Commuting to Champaign does not appeal to me, so maybe someday--especially
with the age my children are, someday I would really like to do something
like that. I found probably the birth of my child was one of the most
traumatic experiences of my life--not the birth itself, but what came
after., I was so determined to make myself not any different than I was
before, and to show that a child is not going to change my life or ruin

it for that matter, that I went overboard, you know, I had parties, I
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totalled myself. It's really strange what you do in order to project am
image or something. I found it very confining. My child was so dependent
on me, No one had ever been that dependent on me. 1 felt very frustrated
with this. I loved him, I thought, but at times, I could just, you know,
oh, why did we ever do this? I missed teaching, I think, although I was,
at the time I quit teaching, I was very upset with the system. It wasn't
so much that as really being confined. I think that's the reason I

really enjoyed my graduate work., I felt it was something that was all
mine, you know, that I could do with, you know--I wasn't an extension, it
wasn't my mother role, it was my student work that was important. Fortunately
or unfortunately, dependency was not very long in the case of my somn.

The second child had a much different reaction., I think that it maybe
was the postpartum blues or whatever, but this total dependence on me, I
felt like I was in a cage that I would never get out of.

Q: That was the only misgiving?

A: Yes, I didn't feel that--I must have gotten over it, I had a second
one, (laughs)

Q: I wanted to go back for a minute to your teaching job. What kind of
sociceconomic community was this?

A: This was Bettendorf, Iowa. Lily-white, middle-class . . .
Q: A real little town?

A: Well, it's a suburb, I can't give you the exact population. It's the
bedroom community of Davenport, and a quiet city. There is basically no
industry, although Alcoa, the longest rolling steel mill in the world,

runs into it so it does get some money there. But basically it's a
suburban area. A lot of people who are very conservative because they

may not have gone to college, but they want their children to. 1It's very
high economic, shall we say, as opposed to social because these may have
been workers, but they were making twenty--what I meant by non-professional
people—-but they were making twenty to twenty-five thousand dollars a

year. Very high skills, highly skilled. The town itself, as I said
before, was middle class, white middle class. Davenport and Bettendorf,
well, Davenport's very--there's some John Birch society and also American
Nazi party which, I did have some of those students in my class, from the
Birch group. But I never got any flack, which surprised me, (laughs)

must not have been doing a very good job., Very conservative in many
aspects, very conservative community, politically, yes, all white, I

didn't have any black students in the high school, there may have been

two or three in the middle or elementary schools. Very segregated community.

Q: And what course did you teach?

A: American Government and World Govermment, which was a course I started
myself, which I enjoyed immensely. This is where I set up this model
world. (laughs) We had a fascist, a communist, a socialist, and a
capitalist government and I was God. (laughs) You know, I ran the

world, And the kids loved it. It was an elective, which was one of my
first electives that I got to teach. American Government was required,
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American History, which was my minor, which I also taught, and World
History, which 1 was not certified to teach. These were all required
subjects so you got everyone because you had to take it and this is why
the small government class was so fun because students chose to take it,
and many I had had before with students who liked the field and this made
a difference, I think, as far as teaching the students who wanted to
learn as opposed to those who had to be there, then it would be different.

Q: Did you select your own textbooks?

A: Yes, I set it up, the class. In fact, I used some of my college
textbooks, which I found to be fairly satisfactory on "isms,”" and I think
one that I may have used myself in high school. I probably wasn't certified
or qualified to set up a curriculum but I kind of had in mind this kind

of class that I wanted, and to teach more of a theory, theory and practice.
You know, how was communism and theory practiced and why we set up this
kind of model world of situation. It was a lot of individual projects
themselves, as opposed to reading a lot of texts. I had problems giving
tests, I don't think I write tests well enmough to evaluate students, and

I have problems there with multiple choice type tests. And this I found,

I knew the students very well to evaluate them., I may have been more
subjective, but I knew them very well and it was-~I don't think I had

more than twenty students, as opposed to thirty-five or forty, the other
classes were always very crowded situations. And we were in an old
building and I had one class that was in like a room, a classroom, that
should have never been a room. There were no windows in it, although I
guess that's the way with new schools now, there are no windows. But

this was like, almost like right next to the boiler and it was very hot
and very cold at the wrong times. So the physical situation wasn't that
great.

As far as really being rewarded by the teaching experience itself, I
think a lot of my rewards came later with students returning from college
or a job and saying, "You know, Mrs. Chapman, I didn't know what you
meant then, but now I do," and those kinds of relationships, and hopefully
planting a few seeds in some of them about wanting to do something. My
father-—this is kind of iromical--my father had a student that was one of
mine at Drake. Unfortunately, he was not one of my favorites and my dad
had--it's funny, I tried not to, shall we say, color the situatiom, by
telling him anything about the prejudice situation, or my belief. This
particular student graduated this year or something, and my dad made some
comment, and I said, "I'm glad that you have the same opinion." (laughs)
But that was kind of a funny situation. Many of the students I did have
did come back and talk to me. I especially enjoyed, you know, [those
who] would come back and [say], "By the way . . . " I don't know, it
makes me feel old now,

Q: So you had two children in the meantime.
A: I told you about the birth of my first one., (laughs)

Q: Yes, what's his name?
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A; Justin. He's now five, going on six. Abby, Abigail will be three in
August. And as I mentioned before, was probably much less of a traumatic
experience. Two children is harder because of sibling rivalry but the
change in your lifestyle is not so dramatic, I feel that I've always
been a good mother by not being home all day with them. I have not had a
full time job or something. It would be very difficult to get a job here
in the public schools, it would have been at one time. But the idea was,
I looked from the time that I came here to finding a job, part-time at
Lincoln Land [Community College] in particular, for three years.

I was not wanting to be identified just as a mother and housewife, which

again may be an ego thing, not wanting to be classified just as. I feel

that some people, you know, are very happy in that position. I really

love my children very dearly, and enjoy them, but I can't take them

twenty-four hours a day. And I think that is part of a struggle. It may

sound like crummy or cruel in some instances but I really feel that I am

a better mother for not--this is probably why I have been so involved

with, oh not why, also my interests of getting involved with League of

Women Voters when I did. I find that my children adapt very well to my

lifestyle. They're used to me doing things. I got a kick out of my son

playing with a neighbor friend one day--a female--and they were going to

play house and he said, "I'm the father, and I'm going off to work,”" and

she said, "I'm the mother, and I'm going off to a meeting.”" (laughs)

I'm very conscious of the fact about instilling roles with my children,

about who goes to work and who stays home, is it okay. I feel that I had

a lot of choices. On the other hand, I think that society put a lot of 1
things on me that hopefully my daughter or my son will not have, in that |
it's okay not to get married, it's okay not to have children, it's okay |
for a husband to--if a couple gets married-—and wants to stay home and

take care of the children. All of these things, you know, many more

choices involved here than I had, even though I felt I had many more than

a lot of people that I grew up with, and partly because of my parents. I

think that I am very conscious of this, having a boy and girl, especially,

even more conscious of the role stereotype of who does what.

I notice my son comes up with very chauvinistic statements at five, from
the neighborhood, not even from school. Boys can always do this, girls
cannot do that. So we bought—-very consciously buy books or get books at
the library or we talk about what other people do, male and female, I
think this is very important. I want them to grow up as individuals. My
joke always is, I want my daughter to be a radiologist and my son to
marry one. The age-old thing, I want my daughter to marry a doctor type
of thing. I think that this is very true. I think that teachers are
more aware of it today, and society is more aware of it in general and
hopefully, choices will be made to them, I think as a parent T feel a
great sense of responsibility because my parents were so great to me. Of
really being happy. My mother always said, if you just capitalize on our
mistakes, then you'll be a better parent. And I think, yes, I can go
back and I can say this, you know, something shouldn't be done this way,
but overall, when you look at totally, and I think today, looking at my
children, they [my parents] did a fantastic job, you know, really--and
I'm much closer to my parents. I think this is maybe an inevitable type
of situation.
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I can remember thinking, on my birthday, just on your birthday you should
send rogses to your mother. I can remember thinking that after my son was
born on my next birthday, so I suppose, being very close to the birth
process, I thought about my mother much more than I had ever thought
about my mother before. And my parents were out of the country in New
Guinea when Justin was born, which I think added to the trauma of the
whole thing, They had like deserted me or I felt it. And I think again,
as I said before, I have a great example to follow. T hope~-I don't
think I put too much pressure on myself, but I'm trying to bring up our
children to have the same choices I had, and with a sense of security and
really maturity, of being able to make decisions. This is why I want
them exposed to as many different situations as they possibly can be, and
not sheltered to the extent of not experiencing things. I think this has
been part of my life experience of things, and I think you can do it
living in one place or living in a lot of different places, but maybe the
senses or whatever you know experiencing different things.

Q: Do you think soclety is loosening up on sex roles?

A: I think so. I think we'll--I think everyone should have choices and

I think that society is looking on people, hopefully more so. I think
that we've got a lot of hangovers of the sex stereotype. You and I face
these every day. As I mentioned before, I was in a situation today, of a
big power structure and I wasn't even a part of that, and there was no
woman there, as far as the financial structure of Springfield is concerned.
On the other hand, I think that things are opening up. I think that
people are aware of choices, and this is not to say again in nmy mind,

that whatever someone is doing, if they are happy with it, that's fine,
But the point is, has the person made all the choices that they can. Are
there men who would be much happier not going to an office everyday? Are
there women who would be much happier not staying home, taking care of
children all day? This kind of thing. And I think it is, hopefully it
is or I think that, again, I think that teachers are more aware of it,

and parents are more aware of it. Hopefully, our generation is. (laughs)

Q: So you taught at that little high school for two years?

A: Yes.

Q: And then you went from there to Springfield?

A: Right. Well, two years after that, in 1972, we moved to Springfield.
Q: And you got your masters degree in 1972 . . .

A: Before we moved, right. I had been taking classes all along, one or
two a semester. It was forty-five minutes on the interstate back and
forth to Iowa City, so it was pretty much where I could go up and even
spend the day in the library. 1'd tried to get Saturday or late afternoon
classes and then usually trade baby-sitting, have somebody watch Justin,

and then I'd go maybe for the day or something like that.

Q: So this was right before and after your son was born?
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A: Right,

Q: So you moved to Springfield in 19727
A: Yes.

Q: What was the reason for the move?

A: Well, my husband was not very happy with his-~had changed jobs from a
CPA firm to IBM, and really was not very happy, and really looked around

for a long time to find another situation. We knew we wanted to stay in

the Midwest. We basically, as I mentioned before, liked Michigan, Wisconsin,
and Minnesota, so we came south instead. We looked around, did not

really want to go to Chicago and live in a suburb and commute in., We

didn't even look in some of the larger cities. We liked the size--Davenport
is about the size of Springfield, about 90,000, but the whole area is
probably two, three hundred thousand. Although it's rather separate,
they're not all together. 8o we looked around, and he found a postion

here that he was very happy with.

I moved with great anticipation and excitement. Starting over, I don't
know, it just appealed to me. I had good friends, it wasn't like T had
done something dastardly and wanted to get out of the situation. T just
looked upon it as a new experience., I was very shocked upon living
here,~—as outgoing as I am though--that the first month or so was absolutely
miserable. Finding people--1 knew one soul here, had met one soul, and I
didn't even know her that well. Obviously, you get to know other people,
people that work with people were very helpful here, But it was something
that I realized, that I took friends for granted. You take memories for
granted, a lot. If you stop and think about it, a lot of time that you
spend with acquaintances and friends, to spend an evening is built upon
memories, as something that you've been before. That's probably too much
to some extent. (laughter) You recall your, oh, remember when we did
this type of situation. So that made, or I was made very much aware of
moving here and not having memories with people. I mean, every time you
met somebody, it was a new experience, which is fine except that after
awhile, you want to be comfortable with people.

And this is when I became very much involved. I had been active in
League of Women Voters in Davenport, Scott County League of Women Voters
there, and had been a chairman of human relations of--I can't remember
the name. Anyway, moved here and became~-one of th men that my husband
worked for, his wife was active and introduced me to the League. And
probably that is how I met everybody that I know (laughter) to start
with and how I really got involved with the community, with the politics
of the community. It's a hub, it's an area. One thing I can always
remember is being at a school's committee meeting. I was working on the
first school referendum in 1972. We just moved here. And so then,
little did T know, how involved I'd get with the schools. But I remember
going to a school's committee meeting, and Ann Gillis was there. They
were all talking about who they were going to contact, I'm going to
contact this person, I'm going to contact that person. Everybody was
going to contact everybody. I'm sitting there going, "I've never even
heard of these people." Going, "What can I do?" Right after the meeting,
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I went up to Ann, and I said, "Ann, I'm really sorry, but I'm not going
to be much help here. I just don't know anybody." She looked at me and
she said, "Don't worry, Carmen. A year ago when I moved here, I didn't
know anybody either." And I said, "A year! How could you--" but she was
right.

A year later, I probably knew all those people and ten times that many
from dealing with the League. I got to go to the national convention in
San Francisco, which was a fantastic experience. T attended the state
convention here, and the state convention in Chicago, so I got to--it's
not like join the league and see the world, but you do get to meetings.
One thing I found, wherever you go, in probably any community that you go
into, there probably would not be a League of Women Voters that you would
not find some compatability with, I found this just recently, going to a
conference in Washington, and running into people in League. You know,
there 1s just a bond, They're active women, now men to some extent—-but
active women involved with the community, tend to be probably more liberal,
although not totally, wanting to do something with interest. But being
actively, you know--I guess the thing that I loved about it to start with
was women who could get together, who were intelligent, who could talk
about something other than diapers and recipes. Not that I didn't have
some affinity for both of those. (laughter) But it was just like they
could get together and they could talk, and obviously political science
is my field anyway, and I think in Springfield more so than in the Quad
Cities, we're so much involved in state govermment and lobbying. And you
really get to know where the power structure is, even though you're not
really part of it, You are very much concerned with what's going on, and
probably the League led me into a lot of other things, and ones I'm in
right now, which is the school board, and would not have bheen if it
hadn't been for the League.

I think that I would advocate any young person, especially--well, League

of Women Voters I'm in--of being involved with this type of an organization
if you're going to give volunteer time. This again may sound funny, but

I really wanted a job where you got paid. There may be some ego involved
there, but I think that I count, that I want somebody to pay for it. I'm
trying to get this job at Lincoln Land [Community College]. If you're
going to give volunteer time, you can't find a more worthwhile organization
than the League. And I think that those are the~-that is the reason and
probably one of the very strong reasons, why I am involved in what I am

today is because of the League. And really know a lot of the very interesting

people that I know,

End of Side Two, Tape Ome

Q: I think we'll start and go back over a few things concerning your
youth, Carmen. Do you think that your father ever had any feelings about
not having a son?

A: I can remember asking mother very clearly about that particular thing
after my little sister was born. I said to my mom something about,
"Weren't you disappointed when, you know, you had your third girl?"
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And what she said to me was, "We were just happy that all of our children
are healthy and normal." And I thought at the time that oh, she was just
saying that to make me feel better or to make us feel better, you know.
And yet, after becoming a parent and going through say two pregnancies, I
know what she was talking about. And I never felt anything that way. I
think it's basically because we didn't have any role or role playing in
the house as far as what male and female responsibilities were. Although
as I think I mentioned before I did do the outside work, I was basically
my father's son if there was one and I enjoyed this role immensely. I
would help him outdoors. I would prefer to do these kinds of things.

And I think--I don't know if that has anything to do with being the
middle child or not, you know, three girls. My sisters both stuck together
much more so, And what's kind of interesting--somebody was talking about
this the other day, about three, growing up in a family of three, of the
same sex especially. And one of the things we were talking about was
sibling rivalry, and I fought tooth and nail with both of my sisters,
probably for twenty years or more and yet today I probably get-—and they
stuck together and probably fought little. My older sister would protect
me and my younger sister——and now I would venture to say today I have a
better relationship with each one of them than they have with each other.
Now I don't know if sibling rivalry or the fighting actually leads to a
more healthy relationship. So I think that these kinds of things, you
know, as 1 recall being the middle child, I think the middle--everything
I've read on the middle child points to the fact that the middle child
will be more aggressive, especially middle of three of the same sex, and
will fight for a place. 1 would say the three of us have just met this.
So maybe my Aries tendency is now showing.

Q: Now, what does your older sister do?

A: She is a librarian, an audio visual person in an elementary school
system in Quincy, Massachusetts. She got her master's in library science.
She was an English teacher in a small town near Madison, Wisconsin, while
my brother-in-law was working on his Ph,D. in Bacteriology, and he works
for Retina Foundation in Boston so they plan to live in Boston, to stay
there. They live in the c¢ity, in Sommerville, They own a triplex and
have really enjoyed the city life. They'll probably never move out in
suburban living or even into a smaller community. They really enjoy
being part of--actually the inner city living.

Q: [Inaudible]

A: Yes. They really do enjoy that. They live near--I would say it's a
very, you know, working class neighborhood. It's not high rises or
anything, It's an old part. Summerville's very basically working class.
It's separate from Boston. But I've been to it and they're raising their
two daughters there and think that there is much to offer as far as
living in that kind of community. One thing I notice that I think that,
that I think would be an interesting way of living., We in these smaller
communities or suburban living are going to a form of condominium living,
but they actually share a lot of child-rearing responsibilities with two
other couple of families that live in their triplex. They have intercoms
in the children's rooms so that, you know, to find a babysitter may be
difficult to do, but they are free to go leaving the intercoms on in the
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kids' rooms. They can exchange children by not--even though John works
most of the day. Of course most of them do. And this you know, this
kind of a thing, this kind of more communal-type living I think is very
important to them. I think it's something that I could see although
I--everyone should kind of have their own privacy. But on the other hand
there's someone there when you need them. And I think that's kind of
important, and yet it's not quite like apartment living because you are
in more of a house type. And there's something, a lot to be said for
this kind of living.

Q: They own the triplex?
A: Right,

Q: So they have some sort of control over who lives in the other two . .

A: They lived in one, before they bought them, they lived in one. And
when they went to apply, you know, to see about it, they wanted to know
how old their children were, they wanted--they made, you know, certain
specifications. It isn't like you're discriminating against them, it's
just that they wanted people of about their age with their children's
ages, 80 there would be this kind of a communal living and I think this
is the key to, you know, why something like this would be successful.
And they got along so well there and thought it was such a great idea
that instead of saving up to buy a house out--which is I think originally
their plan--they instead bought the triplex or the flats; three flat
dwellings and then they fixed it all up into two families, whom they, I
think, had met, you know, were more or less friends before they took it.

Q: Yes, I would think that would have to be, in a sense, to have people
living with you with completely different interests and backgrounds and
ages and so forth.

A: Right.

Q: But she does work full-time?

A: Right. Well, nine or ten months I think on this contract, She's
got—--you know, ten or fifteen . . .

Q: Attend school?

A: Yes, my youngest nlece is in kindergarten. My oldest niece is in, I
think, fourth grade.

Q: Now, has she been working full-time since the children .
A: No. She has worked--in fact I think this to me is always an example
when people say mothers shouldn't work. My sister quit teaching when she

was pregnant with my niece, which was after two years of teaching English.

Q: The oldest . . .
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A: Her oldest one, right. Christine, And when Christine was born they
lived on a shoestring because Bob just had a fellowship. So they didn't
have much money and yet it was considered important, you know, that she
stay home and take care of the children. I think in many ways she resented
this very much, staying home. I think that she went ahead and was working
on her master's when my second niece was born. And did plan to go to

work, and she finished up her master's. She found an older woman, just a
fantastic woman who was really a member of the family, more the grandmother
image, whom she paid very well to come in and, you know, to take care of
the girls. I think that I noticed one thing with my sister is that she

was much happier, much happier with herself., The quality of the time she
spent with the children was much better. I think that this goes to show
that women who will say they should, you know, you should stay home all

day with the children, I think it has to be quality versus quantity of

the time. And I think that--in fact, I think they're even planning on
having more children which is, you know, something to, you know, think
about. Their children, they're five years apart now and I think they're,
you know, planning to have another ome. And this is all very planned,

she has to make sure that someone is there and yet she will continue her
profession also.

Q: Would she [inaudible] this woman?
A: No, she just comes in . . .
Q: Daily?

A: Yes, well, yes. Now that Terry's in school half a day, she's probably
there just half a day or she may take her to school, She used to take

her to the nursery school. I think though, that she's much happier. I
think that I see this as a defense for many times people saying that a
mother should stay home with her children. I'm not sure that I could do
that, although I think maybe possibly that a teacher-type schedule, which
is what she has., She's home by three o'clock most afternoons, and I

think that this is a key advantage.

I think that people are going to have to--=I think hopefully employers are
going to have to start looking at this kind of workday for especially a
woman who has children. I feel that I've interviewed for a job, at the
medical school here a year ago. It's not always a very exciting job, but
when it comes right down to it, of an 8:00 to 5:00 day, a twelve month a
year job, I wasn't ready to commit myself to that. I was willing to try
it, but I also explained to them the problems that I was having making a
decision, which I think in turn affected how they reacted toward me. I
wasn't offered--they narrowed it to four positioms. They narrowed it to
four and I was one of the four, but I was not offered the final position.
And I, you know--there may have been other reasons but I'm saying that I
was very honest with them in my feelings. And I have never worked a
twelve month job, 8:00 to 5:00, you know.

I've been teaching and that's a different type of schedule. And I think
that if more women, especially I think with younger children possibly or
school-age children, in order to meet the kind of demands that their
children have are going to have to--hopefully employers will be able to
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look at that and say, "Okay, look, you know, we can be flexible here as
far as time is concerned." I think some companies are doing that now,

where say a person has to be there from 10:00 to 2:00, but you can come
in earlier or stay later, and I think that this is a2 key to many women.

Q: Of course, you always schedule a full-time job while you're at home
which happened for a long time, to take another full-time job outside of
the home which I think is a very important factor for women who have
children and already have a job for they are expected to do, have to do
some of these ., . .

A: I think this is one thing that I was taught--I can't remember if it
was with my husband where we were talking about it before, but that most
of the time when a woman is re-entering the job market and has been out
taking care of children and out of the formal paying job market, that
just running a household in and of itself should be considered experience
although very few employers will count that as actual experience for a
job. I personally feel that my being a housewife and mother is not a
fulfilling role totally. So therefore I am not happy in that role.

It's not that I think that every woman should go out and work. I think a
lot of women do volunteer work. I happen to be maybe egotistical, conceited,
but I have talents that I want to be paid for. And I feel that this is

the way society does reward people, and it may be from an inmer type of
feeling, too. But strictly volunteer work is still sublevel to being

paid for professional work, and I think this is important. I feel that
without this, being reimbursed in some manner for your talents then, oh

God, you don't feel duly rewarded even though the salary may be a secondary
type of thing.

Although I think in this day and age we're going to find more and more
women working or more second salaries coming in basically because the
possible types of things and people do need more. But in my case, it's
not as much salary, although that's always nice, but to me it's more that
I feel that I want to say I'm doing something else and feel like I'm
accomplishing something,

Because I don't feel that taking care of a house, raising children is a
reward in and of itself, a daily type of thing. You know, to look back
over a day and see what I have done. It's rather a demeaning type of
thing, to a certain extent because it's never done, and it never looks
like~~I think that this is a sense of accomplishment is always looking
back, "Okay, you know, we got them through a certain crisis," but it's
always in a retrospect that you can look back and see that kind of a
thing, as opposed to daily kind of plan, or looking back and saying,
"Okay," you know, "what reward did I get out of it."

That may be rather, you know, egocentric but I would venture to say that
most people-—and I would say men, too--given a choice would not totally
be happy with just, you know, staying home all day and taking care of
children. Now this means that many women who go out and do a lot of
volunteer work and if we ever come to actually and truly getting away
from roles where men will be allowed also to do this, I think that we'll
be better off because I'm sure that there are couples where the male is
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A: Well, I think--yes. I think there's--I mentioned before the salary,
you know reward for recognition of doing something. I think that beyond
that you can have some other rewards. For instance, now it's a school
board position. All right, now I can say that it's a lot of trouble,
it's a lot of work and there is no salary involved, and yet I do get a
certain amount of recognition by being a school board member, by going
through an election, by winning an election., It is an ego trip to a
certain extent.

I was talking about this with a gentleman the other day while we were
talking about why anybody would want to be on the school board. Okay, it
has to be an ego thing to start with. Yes, you want to do something. I
felt powerless in the position, I think I mentioned this before, wanting
to accomplish something. But at the same time, I wanted power to be able
to do 1it.

Now this power reward, this power, the old saying about oh, just because
you've achieved a high position you may have actually less power in which
to operate even though you may, it looks like you have more. I think
that there is an ego reward involved here in that, "Okay, I've done this.
I've accomplished this." You know, if that's the kind of a thing.

I won an election, you know that is in and of itself an accomplishment,
something 1 have never done before. And was kind of an eye-opening type
of thing after teaching political science for a number of years, and
studying poly sci, and then actually going through an election yourself.
And, too, I have worked for candidates, But to put yourself in that
position of being the candidate was a very unique experience. I enjoyed
it. You might say I actually thrived on that kind of a thing. I enjoyed
it much more than T thought, and looking back I can forget the bad parts,
thinking, "Oh, I'll never want to do this again." And yet now, I'm even
thinking, "Aha, you know, there was something in there was a reward in
that. Look and see that, see what I did," even though there were a lot
of people that were really much more, you know, worked probably harder
than I did.

So I think that those kinds of rewards are important, as I1've mentioned
before. Maybe one of the problems that I have being a housewife and
mother is the recognition involved, of no one--yes, okay, maybe my spousge
recognizes this, my parents, my neighbors. "Oh, she's a good mother."
That's not enough for me.

Q: Just to be a housewife.
: Right,.
Q: In the eyes of society.

A: And I think that's, I think that there are women who are very happy
doing that. And in fact, I have been very envious at times of women who
can do that. And I think that that is, that is as it should be. In
fact, it should be nothing to be looked down upon because I think that
that's--but at the same time I don't get the pride of, say for instance a
husband and dinner. 1 enjoy the company of having someone over for
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working and the female would rather be. And to me this is not men as
opposed to women, that we get away from the role stereotypes and that
people will grow up today with a more--or hopefully, my children in view
of that, would grow up with more choices,

Q: [Inaudible]

A: Yes. And I think that leisure time~-I was just watching last night

an NBC special on, The Search for Something Else and it was a key because,

you know, go into TM to raise consciousness we-—the American dream of the
home, you know, the house in suburbia, the two cars, the belonging to a
country club, you know, all of this kind of a thing, I think is becoming--I
mean people are not satisfied with God. And I think possibly even traditional
religion answers some questions for people or helps people with this

inner kind of a peace or something.

And I think this search is indicative of the fact that people are not
satisfied with a lot of things. Things always appear to look better, you
know, for a woman who ismn't working to say, "Oh, I wish I were there," or
for a woman who's working and say, "Oh, I wish I weren't," or male, the
father. And I think that--I think another thing with this is that we
will have more leisure time. We're going to have~-we're going to be able
to do things, I think for us to keep house is nothing compared to what
our mothers, let alone our grandmothers did keeping house. We do have
more leisure time, we're going to have to fill it. We're going to have
to feel usable. And the same way for males. When you're talking about a
mandatory retirement age of sixty-three, sixty, you know, maybe even
moving down, or to an age of all youth type of activities, people are
going to have to find something to do and find some kind of a sanction or
something that they feel what they're doing is worthwhile.

I think this raised consciousness is rather, I think it's a--what do you
call it--the way the pendulum swings and we're going back to this. I

think that people had this before. A lot of communion with nature possibly
or urban development in the people were stuck in situations. But unfortunately,
I noticed last night that you're talking about this inner peace and

search for something else is coming from the very wealthy, the people who
have the time to pursue this, as opposed to possibly someone living in a
slum, and unemployed or ADC mother with twelve children. This is the

kind of person who really needs help and yet it's the only--it's again if
you're an outgoing person who's able to search for this, you know, inner
peace. Even TM costs money to go for a course. So I think--you know,
we're still, we're still talking about a varied class structure of people
that are able to do this, you know, the wealthy, those who already have

the luxuries able to go on and pursue this., Posgsibly the American dream

is still very real, or this, oh, working hard and making lots of money,
this is all that's done, well, you know . . .

Q: What do you think though, about having to have something maybe something
very concrete, or something that you can at least verbalize as an achievement
for yourself? I mean, do you feel as though you need something specific

to be able to then say to yourself, "I am a worthwhile person in society

and I should be recognized as such?" Do you think you need something
material, something specific to cling to?
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dinner, as opposed to actually cooking the meal. And there's a key
difference there, you know, the actual cooking of it, for getting the
house ready for something like that is to me a bother, Having the people
over for the soclial, for the party, for the interchange which will occur
is the key. That's why I have people over, not to cook the meal, not to
show off my culinary talents.

And I think that's a real difference, T mean it's not that I don't think
that I can prepare this or I can do--but again it's kind of a thing where
I can, you know [inaudible], and oh, I can do this with young children
and maybe that's all part of it, too. So I think that this is something
different than saying, "Okay, I very seldom cook a good--I mean an interesting
meal," That doesn't appeal to me. Maybe the crowd isn't big enough.

Now that's not, you know, that's--I don't say that my family goes hungry,
but I think about it [inaudible], or I will clean the house when someone
is going to come over, you know, that kind of thing as opposed to a daily
schedule or weekly type schedule. I would just as soon go back down to
school again, don't worry about the house, or take the kids swimming. I
wouldn't, you know, do anything but an outsider role——go bike riding--and
all, you know, read about things. That's, that's not a very--I usually
plan things. That's not--that does not fit in too well with a lot of my
other ways, I do things because usually I've always been one of these
okay, I'm going to plan this, or study or, you know, this would be the
kind of thing. But this leads me to believe that my housework and my
cooking never--I don't really care about because I don't plan ahead, I
just kind of think, okay, I'll whip it together, and realize when and
where I'1ll do this. And I think that that's not like preparing for a
class, where I git down and do something I've scheduled to do.

Q: Of course, our inner peace people say that we shouldn't rely om
achievements and working for the good of others in order to get more of
our own satisfaction ourselves.

A: That's why I have been fascinated with TM [Transcedental Meditation]
and yoga. We had a couple of speakers come when we had, you know, a
church group on meditation and they came and talked and I would think
that T would be a very good person for TM because it would be a relaxation
type of thing which I don't think I do. I think that there would be more
inner-peace satisfaction, although I'm a very social person. I enjoy
being around a lot of people, not a lot. I mean, I enjoy being with
people. Sometimes I, you know, just have too much. I think that comes
from dealing also with small children or something, where people are
making demands on you all the time. But I think that the raised
consciousness would be good in the fact that it's supposed to make
everything else better that you do. And you know, I'm not thinking so
much of the physiological even though that's supposedly supposed to help.
I think at the same time it would, it would be a relaxation type of thing
50 that your mind and your body would be more able to do things. I'm
always willing to try something, this is the key. I would like to--I
have a friend, that would volunteer to do TM, and basically one can teach
someone else. I mean it may not work as well or you may have little
problems, in actually going through the TM course.
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Q: To do that . . . (laughs)

A: Close to—I think it was close to——I think it was $200 for a family,
and $125 for an individual or something like that, And actually, somehow,
I don't know why, it was just that you could go out and buy something
else and be, you know, for inner peace,

Q: Certainly. They're all alike.

A: Right, Two hundred dollars.

Q: I think that the sell aspect is . . .
Q: Yes, I~-yes, I think so, too.

Q: Well, I think we'd better move on here too. Let's see, I didn't get
through the problems with child care. Did you have problems with child
care when you were raising your children?

A: I think I'm a better mother not being home all day. I find that
I'm—-I find that I'm much better able to deal with my children when I
have not been harrassed all day. And basically that--now I enjoy doing
things with them, I'm enjoying it more as they get older. I'm basically
not a baby person., And I think that this goes back to maybe again a i
self-centered type of thing that with a baby basically you are—-it is

making demands on you and as the child matures, you know the independence ‘
that they develop to me is fascinating, and I enjoy it. It hurts a

little bit, yes, but at the same time I think the independence appeals to

me more than anything else. And I enjoy doing things with them in family

activities. I don't know if it comes from teaching older children or,

you know, high-school—age children, whether this comes from them or not.

But I think that as they grow older, I'm more appreciative of them and I

think my wanting to reason with them works out much better as they get

older, I find it very difficult especially with a two year old, to

reason, or attempt to reason with it, and I in turn have become irrational.

I think this TA for tots is wonderful. I read that to my children in

order to replenish myself. But, you know, I'm Okay, You're Okay, Dr. . .

Q: That's Transactional Analysis.

A: Right, And I think that, you know, this is—-I think if I don't teach
my children anything else except hopefully to verbalize how they feel, to
explain how they're feeling, it's okay to be angry, it's okay to be mad.
There are certain ways you can take out this anger and there are certain
ways that are unacceptable to take out this anger. But it's not--you
don't go through life happy, you don't go through life always feeling
good. There are certain ways to get attention which will give you warm
fuzzies which is what they--the positive responses from people. And
there are certain things that you only get cold pricklies which are the
negative responses from people. And the pictures of these warm fuzzies
and cold pricklies, and the children really enjoy this, even Abby.
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Q: Almost a children's book.

A: Yes. 1It's written as a children's book. This is the TA for tots.
And it's very interesting in the fact that I, as I said before, it
replenishes me or it makes me think more about okay, you know, it explains
parents get angry. They may not want to look at you at certain times and
I think that all the time that you verbalize, hopefully--I'm sure that I
do a lot of screaming and yelling, too much--but at least I try to verbalize
how I'm feeling to them, and that sometimes I will say, "I'm angry, it's
nothing you've done. I'm just in a bad mood." Or '"Don't cross me."

This is, I think, easier to deal with as I said getting an older child,
but I think that this verbalization, you start your young saying, ''Okay,
how do you feel right now?" "I'm unhappy." "Why are you unhappy?" To
verbalize these things. And I don't think people can go all through life
and not verbalize their feelings, or be able to deal with them. 'I hate
you," that is a very real feeling. This is to elicit a response from
you. They want to be reassured that it's okay to hate me right now if
you're very angry. You know, "I will love you anyway," and reassuring
type things. "I don't like what you've done, but I love you." This kind
of reassurance. %This is probably something that I, as I said before,
probably made many mistakes but they were always, you know, "You are not
a bad boy. What you have done ig bad, but you are not," and I think that
this is from—-sometimes I see them, and T feel, I get to a point where T
feel guilty, you know, "Don't do this stuff all day."

I think that these books can make parents feel guilty. On the other
hand, I have a firm belief that maybe it's a—-I figure you can't really
scrub your child, if you do you can get too dry. I think that you can
[inaudible] you can hurt them, if you do not want them to develop. I
think anybody trying to make them carbon copies of yourself. Which goes
back, I always think of The Prophet, Gibran, your children are not yours
baslecally, and I think this is the key. Sometimes it keeps always coming
back to me that they're not extensions of you, they are individuals unto
themselves. And I think that all this--I think that I mentioned this
before, my parents always treated us as equals, you know. Yes, we had
our problems and we fought and we sent messages, you know normal human
interactions. At the same time, what we did was important to them. What
we did counted. And I think this is what, you know, just trying to raise
children now in the sense of okay, you're okay as a persom, what you do
does count and not to put them down constantly. And also make them to
make choices which you kmow, limiting their scope but okay, what do you
know. You have this and this, now this is your choice,

And I think that I find that I can do these things by being honest with
myself but there are times when I am at a point where I could actually
kill my children. I can see child abuse very, very clearly. I can see
an immature person not being able to deal with children. I always used
to think those people were terrible, those horrible monsters, and yet I
have responded to my children very negatively and in a rage. I have
never hit them in a rage but I have probably wounded them just as much by
responding, by verbal abuse which there is--verbal abuse. I did see a
show on Tuesday, talking about verbal abuse of children.
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But I think that that's a key to always recognize this, that all of us
can't lower ourselves to this, to this level of actually becoming a child
like ourselves and getting in a screaming match. I'm fortumate, I think
Dave is very good as far as discipline with the children, and always been
very consclous and very demonstrative toward them, He's not just a
disciplinarian or anything. But I also—-I become resentful because they
do listen to him and this may be because they don't hear the noises when
I'm there, but when he says something, they listen, especially Justin
does, I think this is the key. I never say, '"Wait till your father gets
home, he'll take care of you." I try to deal with it all day, but I
notice in the evening he's much better, obviously from not being around
them all day. (laughter) I always figure he can yell better. I do,
really I do, I think, as I mentioned before, we just want-~the two of
ugs--with the kids and I think it's joy--the idea of [the kids] being able
to do things. Many, many people love babies. 1 find really nothing--yes,
they're cute and I can feel a maternal instinct and say, "Oh yes, I'd
like to hold them," but I don't want to (chuckles).

You know, I think somehow, I loved my children as babies growing up and
stuff, and I have enjoyed the second childhood, Abby's second, Abby's
childhood much more than Justin's because I have not wished for her to be
older because I know the stages of growth in the past. But at the same
time I appreciate now being able to do certain things without always
having to run home for a nap or change pants, those kinds of things,
those physical taking care of things, which I know mine would do. Justin's
been in all day or, you know, he doesn't want to go for a bike-ride or
something like that. But for the most part I think this happens as they
get older too, you want them to, but I think at the same time I enjoy my
independence from them, from the physical taking care of {them]. And
again that may be a selfish thing but I don't feel guilty,

Q: Okay., [pause]
A: I don't think guilt is kind of a . . .

Q: "Guilt is built into motherhood," was one of my latest quotes that I
heard and I thought, "Ohmy . . . ."

A: Well, T was discussing an indifference surveying with a person the
other day. We were talking about guilt and guilt is really a very, oh,
people can't afford it. It's just not . . .

Q: It's no luxury.

A: Right. 1It's really the idea of, I think, that we, especially as
females, 1 think, grew up with lots of guilt feelings and society, family,
it doesn't make any difference what caused these types of things: double
standards, sexual double standards. The idea that you may hate your
children at times, you know, this makes you feel, as I mentioned before,
really means how to be a good parent and all of this and realizing what
you have done and totally destroys your childhood.

Q: You've blown a trip.
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A: Yes, you've blown it, right. And I think that I somehow am a much
more optimistic type of person in that all of us are going to experience
certain emotions, in that it's really not a good idea to look back all
the time on the same thing. But I tend to think, and I am a person who
does verbalize things, and I feel, you know, to someone else, or even to
myself or to my children, and I think there's a lot of skill there involved
with that. You do get it out and you do talk about it, because a lot of
guilt exists in the mind. But if you actually get out something and talk
about it, there really isn't anything to feel guilty about. And I think
that this leads to an extreme depression which I'm sure that many feel
very often, and will turn to drugs or alcohol or something to alleviate
this depression, not to live in this. You know, to get out of this
depression., To go into another kind of--the sick, stay. But I think
that that's why many of us get the guilt feelings because if we sat and
talked to people we would realize that our feelings are not unique. I
mean our feelings may, you know, be unique to us. You know we think,
"Oh, no one else would feel this way." And yet I think where the women's
awareness groups, and not just women, but people's awareness groups——you
know, people can say, "Oh, look, that person also feels the same way.

I'm not so, I'm not this horrible monster that I think I am." I think
this is where I think the Parents Anonymous groups. Karen Crawford is in
charge of the Parents Anonymous groups where it is that actual therapy.

I mean you go for everything from Weight Watchers to Alcoholics Anonymous
whatever, this is a verbalizing of your feelings., Why did you hit your
child? Why did you take a drink? Or why are you eating? I feel guilty,
you know, the guilt afterwards . . .

Q: In other words, the guilt,

A: . . . Yes, but this guilt is inside, you see, and by verbalizing I'm
sure that many people eat that way, or drink, or beat their children,
whatever, because of their guilt feelings. There's a very fine line that
separates us from anybody else because 1t's just a matter of okay, we
could be that person too, like tomorrow, perhaps.

Q: Do you ever feel any guilt, as far as leaving your children?

A: No, I think I do, as I mentioned before, working--I think if I were
gone or had a type of schedule I would feel guilty, where I had a premonition
that I would feel guilty being away from the children all this time.

That is not to say that I wouldn't have tried to see, you know, the job
materialize. But on the other hand I feel I have certain things that I'm
going to pursue, but like people say, "How can you have time for tennis?"
Well, T make time. That's a mental and physcial thing that I want to do.
Or, "Why do you have time to do this? I don't have time, I'm doing
something else." There are certain things, I have certain priorities
which may be rather screwed up to other people. As I mentioned before,
cleaning house or cooking, you know, or something like that's not high
on my priority list and I would rather do something else.

I think that as far as the children are concerned, I feel that they need
time away from me also, that there cannot be--1 think that if I had a job
with a teacher-type of schedule that would be acceptable, you know,
teaching the class [inaudible] really Saturday or evenings. The only




Carmen Chapman 37

things that problems cause are really with Dave because--really it would
not, so many things, meetings and this kind of thing. I think you have
to be careful, when you're working, when we were setting up plans for the
desegregation a year ago when . . . . I was gone so many nights, you
know, I wasn't leaving my children but I was leaving my husband here all
the time, we were not talking. I think there's a danger here of saying,
"I'11l plan all my meetings at night so I won't leave my children," or
"I'll do this on Saturday." I think you need to also find time making
sure that the family, or your spouse, you know, you're also communicating
with your spouse because you can go through, "Well, hi," at the door, or
you know, throw supper on the table and run off to class and this kind of
thing. So I think you not only have to worry, as I mentioned before, I
was worried about my children as opposed to a spouse, or to--you know,
even doing things as a family which we usually enjoyed much more now.
Anything to be outside. I think that's another problem I have about
working a twelve month year. To be inside in the summers would be
absolutely--I don't know if it's an--obviously it's a pyschological
thing, but I keep, you know on a nice day, if I have to stay imside I go,
"Why can't I be outside?" (laughs)

Q: I wonder if that's to do with wanting to cut down, closed down,
trapped.

A: I don't know, I'll take clothes out to fold them. I'11l take--I'1l
do anything you know, just to be outside. I used to have a clothesline--
didn't mind that at all, hanging up clothes, as long as I was doing it
outside., Painting, mowing the lawn--1'll mow the lawn, but I won't
vacuum. You know that's the kind of a thing. Somehow I have this feeling
that it's somehow, it's social to be outdoors. And whether that's some
kind of claustrophobia or something, but on the Inside I don't feel--I
notice that I'm much better with my children in the summer and spring.
Rainy days are bad. But this may be a carry over from camp, I don't
know. Rainy days at camp would just be, you know, very bad. What it has
to do with space I'm not sure; or if it's a different, but I really enjoy
being outdoors.

Q: Okay. You mentioned your job and why you like the job, Why don't
you tell me about how all that came about?

A: Well, when we first moved here, I applied out there to teach part
time, and I really, from all viewpoints, you know, three years I've been
really working on a part-time position and really now this fit in perfectly
to, as I mentioned, to my schedule. My first semester 1 think was very
difficult. I was rather frightened if I had three hours of class with
one particular class, but at the same time I think I've really been
rewarded in the fact that I finally got people who want to learn and who
are there for some other reason, and there's really little discipline
involved, which is what I enjoy-~I got very fed up in the public schools
with the idea that you would have to discipline. And I think that I
have, you know--it's a unique experience. I don't know if I mentioned
this before, but I think that every teacher should teach people that want
to be there. And most people must go through the public schools, for
fifty years possibly, and never teach children who-—~at least at the
secondary level——having classes that people, children who really want to
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learn. I think that that's really been a fantastic reward to me, that's

way beyond a monetary type of thing, that there is this response. There's
a lot of student interaction. Older people, younger students. By teaching

three hours you have a break, you know, you're a real person. You don't
have to be an authority figure. Here is the desk. Do not cross this
line. I'm here, you're there. And I think that that's where the Lincoln
Land experience has really been very fun to me. 1 must admit the first
gemester was much more exciting than the second. The first semester T
worked much harder, I had to prepare, The second semester 1 was teaching
the same course. It wasn't as challenging and that, maybe that's always
what happens. I'm looking forward to doing it hopefully in the fall
again,

End of Side One, Tape Two

Q: Okay, you were talking about your job at Lincoln Land.

A: Yes, I said one of the other side benefits besides working with
students who want to learn, or who are there for a purpose, whether they
love the American Polities class or not, they're there for some reason.
Many are returning to school. And I enjoy working with the different age
groups, the interaction between the pupils and the teacher, and yet you .
. « (tape stopped)

Anyway, as I was mentioning the pupil interaction, the idea that you can
visit, you can talk about things during break. Many times my class——
first semester, we just hit if off fantastically, and we would continue
during the break into talking about the same things on a more informal
level outside the classrooms, out in the hallways. Sometimes we'd sit
around in a circle on the floor. And I felt a very great rapport with
this particular class. The second semester wasn't nearly as challenging.
That could have been because I'd been through the course or I felt more
at ease, but at the same time, there for a while, some of it was kind of
personal group type of thing. I'm more comfortable, too, now with the
three hour time schedule, I think another one, I would be thinking in
terms to represent this the intellectual stimulation,

I substituted for some of the other teachers, I got to work with them in
planning a course, I went to faculty meetings where I was wmade to feel
very much part of the department, even though I was only part-time. And
I think this was a good feeling. I think you'll notice this too, in
working with these people. I was the only female but it was fine, They
have no full-time histoxry or political science where I'm teaching. And
I'm not sure, I must admit whether I would want full-time, that's five
classes, which is rather strenuous for college teaching, although I think

I could fit it in, you know, okay. I don't think it would be as challenging

as the Saturday and evening classes because 1've substituted evening
classes and they're much more of an extension of high school. (tape
stopped)

Oh, the full-time-~it's more an extension of the high school classes
because the students are pretty much right out of high school. They're
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probably eighteen, nineteen, twenty years old. And it's just a different
atmosphere and there is only a fifty-minute-time period, which is the
same as 1t is in high school.

And I think that three hours gives you much more leeway to develop some
kind of rapport with the students, as opposed to this fifty minute passing
on ten minutes into teaching the class, I probably wouldn't turn it down
if they offered it to me. On the other hand, I do enjoy the faculty.

Q: So now you will have one evening course if you go into this area.

A: Well, I don't know. That's the way it worked in now the first semester,
Second semester I had a class (inaudible). So this semester —I mean

fall semester—-hopefully we'll have two classes and I hate to tab another
evening or Saturday, but I don't know., You know, you really don't have

too much of a choice as far as the time 1s comcerned. You can choose

your night, but if you're going to teach extra classes, you're really

going to have to tie the evening or Saturday. It does limit you for
weekend travel.

Q: [Inaudible]

A: It was Tuesday. I don't know, you really just kind of can figure
out--they do have some inner-session clasges like would be three days a
week, three to five or something like that. But that's a little more,

you know, you have to make another trip out here, And I, you know, you
just become spolled when they first offered it to me. Well, it sounds
good and 1 wanted to choose my own time type of thing. You know, as far
as board meetings, if the school board 1s concerned hopefully will feature
some type of--hopefully we can get teacher's negotiations and then starting
the reduced segregation plan after this, so hopefully, by fall these
things can be set up regularly and will not be as time consuming as they
are now. Even though you know, I have meetings with-~the board meetings
actually working--as far as outside of that which I'm hoping (inaudible).
Also with the school fighting on this, you know, with a team on this, so

I think for the first time (chuckles) in many a year, I will actually

have some time that I don't have to use there.

Q: Now the name of your course is . . .
A: American Politics.
Q: Is it a required course?

A: Yes. It's for an A.B., and associates in Arts degree; AB degree.

So, as I mentioned, everyone does have to take it. I think it's been fun
to teach American Politics because there's a lot of people there who have
voted and pay taxes and not a bunch of youngsters who haven't been out in
the big bad world to find out what it's all about. And some of them are
very definitely very conservative, who I enjoy getting in all sorts of
discussions with, And I find it, you know, it's very stimulating as 1
mentioned, to have this different age and different experiences. Black
students, white students, so we can talk about some of the problems we
might face. T mentioned the first semester class, we really got into
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some good discussions about feelings, feelings of minorities kind of
thing, and what it means to be black and growing up in a Chicago ghetto,
and what are the student's experience with those —--you know, much more so
that I can explain coming from me, you know, Well, this is the way it
is; and I'm a white female, you know, talking about a black, possibly
male or female. And I think that this kind of experience, sharing of
experiences is something that you don't really find . . .

Q: Too frequently.

A: . . . well, you don't find it in too many classes, and I think this
is one of the best things that I can say as far as desegregation and
integration, is that you would have a sharing of experiences at all
levels. And I didn't have this very much as far as high school was
concerned, or even college. We were not, you know, this is interaction.
I think where I have I would say, start out with 35 students usually, you
know maybe 25, maybe 20 come, So it's really not as—-and in the time
span that you have, you can't lecture, I may have some--~but I can't
imagine in the time and concentration on this. Really as I mentioned
before, I really enjoy it, as far as getting back into it, things like
periodicals, things like books, and things that I enjoy.

Q: 50 you didn't prepare lectures like [inaudible] like that, or just
some questions for discussions?

A: Well, I would prepare an outline basically, I think too much over

their reading material. I would rather go into--I found some students

that just almost through the end of it there would be some certain material
which I really hated to do and I feel that you can go through in an
outline, but I had worked on the assumption, and it was true in many,

that they'd read the material, And I feel that that's only fair because
many students do, and I always came to be insulted by having an instructor
go over the same amount of material that they have already gone over
before. And this is what I tried to do, have more of a discussion,
starting out with questions, you know, leading into—--students did evaluations
on me and I was often [inaudible].

But I think one of the biggest things that I found 1s that they either
liked me or disliked me, there wasn't a whole lot in between. And many
of them said that I came on too strong at times, oh, especially on the
women's 1lib issue, and I think that some of my sarcasm, some of my jokes
might, you know, go right over them. I found this especially with the
younger, more immature students, that they thought a lot of times when I
was really being facetious in many cases, or sarcastic or something, they
took this as the gospel truth. Their sense of humor was a little lacking.
I think another thing too, that I do is the lack of organization. That
seemed to be the biggest—-although not all students said it——and I think
that if I assume that they read the material I would like to get into the
discussion, and they said I wandered too much from the subject, or got
off on tangents, which is easy to do. But I still feel that if they did
read the material and the assigned material they would be able to keep up
in class.




























