
Preface  

This  manuscript is t h e  product of a t ape  recorded in t e rv i ew conducted by 
Melinda Kwedar f o r  t h e  Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce  on June 1, 1976. Jean  Curtin 
t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t apes  and Susan Jones e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  M r s .  
Chapman reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Carmen Chapman w a s  born i n  J acksonv i l l e ,  F l o r i d a  i n  1946. She grew up i n  
Iowa and graduated from t h e  Univers i ty  of Iowa wi th  a MA i n  p o l i t i c a l  
sc ience .  I n  t h i s  memoir M r s .  Chapman d i scusses  he r  e a r l y  l i f e  i n  Iowa, 
he r  family, t h e  League of Women Voters,  h e r  campaign i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  f o r  a 
p o s i t i o n  on D i s t r i c t  186 School Board, her philosophy of teaching,  
i n t e g r a t i o n  and busing i s s u e s .  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in te rv iewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  is 
inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  is no t  
respons ib le  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  views expressed 
the re in ;  t hese  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without  permission i n  writing from t he  Oral His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Carmen Chapman, June  1, 1976, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Melinda Kwedar, Interviewer.  

Q: Carmen, when were you born and where? 

A: I was born i n  J acksonv i l l e ,  F lo r ida ,  on a nava l  base i n  J acksonv i l l e ,  
F lo r ida ,  i n  1946. 

Q: Was your f a t h e r  s t a t i o n e d  the re?  

A: Y e s ,  he had j u s t  re turned  from being s t a t i o n e d  i n  Bermuda and came 
back, as a mat te r  of f a c t  about t h e  time t h a t  I was born on t h e  naval  
base. 

Q: So he was being out-processed from the  war? 

A: Right . . . wel l ,  he r e a l l y  went in toward the  end of t h e  war. He 
w a s  a teacher  a t  t h e  time and had a deferment. He had a deferment a t  t he  
beginning of t h e  war and he r e a l l y  was i n  towards the  end of t h e  war and 
s t a t i o n e d  i n  Bermuda. 

Q: You a l l  never went t o  Bermuda, I assume. 

A: No, I d i d n ' t  g e t  t he re .  

Q: Did your mother go? 

A: No, I don' t  t h ink  so-- la ter  on, s e v e r a l  years  ago, a t  l e a s t .  I had 
one o lde r  s i s t e r  who was about  fou r  a t  t h e  t ime. 

Q: Okay, and then you--what o the r  s i s t e r s  and b ro the r s  do you have? 

A: I have one younger sister, who is about four  yea r s  younger than  I am 
and was born after--my f a t h e r  was teaching a t  Western Michigan Univers i ty .  
Well, i t 's  a long s to ry .  H e  came back t o  F o r t  Des Moines i n  Des Moines, 
Iowa and then went t o  Western Michigan and so I r e a l l y  spent  t h e  f i r s t  
p a r t  of my childhood, you know, r e c a l l i n g  i t  i n  Kalamazoo, Michigan a t  
Western. Then [ f a t h e r ]  go t  a s a b b a t i c a l  t o  go teach--or a fe l lowship  t o  
teach a t  Harvard, s o  he w a s  i n  Boston f o r  a year .  And then every o t h e r  
summer, he taught  somewhere else, so he went from Redlands, C a l i f o r n i a  t o  
Marquette, Michigan, and we r e a l l y  got  t o  l i v e  i n  many p a r t s  of t h e  
country as opposed t o  j u s t  t r a v e l i n g  through them. We t r ave l ed  a l l  over ,  
going on these  jaunts ,  bu t  I r e a l l y  got  t o  l i v e  o the r  p laces  which w a s  
r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g .  And then  about 1955, I b e l i e v e  i t  w a s ,  when I w a s  i n  
t h i r d  o r  f o u r t h  grade, we moved. He accepted t h e  Dean of L i b e r a l  A r t s  
p o s i t i o n  a t  Drake Univers i ty  i n  Des Moines and we moved t o  Des Moines and 
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my pa ren t s  a r e  s t i l l  i n  Des Moines now, so  th ings  kind of s e t t l e d  down 
a f t e r  t h a t  per iod of t ime, a s  f a r  a s  moving around. 

Q: Okay, so you spent  most of your e a r l y  l i f e  u n t i l  you were what, about 
e i g h t  years  o l d ,  moving around, spending a year  he re  . . . 
A: But one of t h e  funny th ings  I remember, I suppose because we moved 
d i f f e r e n t  places,  I can look a t  a grade and remember what I was doing a t  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  age, which is  kind of i n t e r e s t i n g  as opposed t o  l i v i n g  i n  
t h e  same place. One of t h e  th ings  t h a t  I v i v i d l y  r e c a l l  was i n  t h e  f i r s t  
grade i n  Boston, going t o  Beethoven's School and I remember the g i r l s  
played on one s i d e  of t h e  playground and the  boys on t h e  o the r ,  wi th  a 
fence down the  middle. And she c a l l e d  everyone m i s s  o r  mi s t e r  except f o r  
me and I was r e f e r r e d  t o  as "Common" i n  t h e  Bostonian accent .  So th ings  
l i k e  t h a t  s tand  ou t  a s  f a r  a s  remembering where--although one i n t e r e s t i n g  
th ing  I th ink  about ,  too ,  is  l i v i n g  on t h e  Eas t  Coast and l i v i n g  on t h e  
West Coast f o r  a time. I t h i n k  it r e a l l y  s t a r t e d  my i n t e r e s t  a s  f a r  a s  
h i s t o r y ,  government, being a b l e  t o  s e e  th ings .  I can remember very  
e a r l y ,  which must have been f i r s t  grade, v i s i t i n g  Plymouth Rock, going t o  
Salem, going t o  Williamsburg, t hese  kinds of places,  s o  I th ink  t h a t  some 
of t h i s ,  you know, t h e s e  were very impressionable th ings  t h a t  happened t o  
me. A s  I s a i d ,  by l i v i n g  a year one p lace  and then  another  summer maybe 
l i v i n g  somewhere e l s e ,  I can a s s o c i a t e  t hese  th ings ,  s e p a r a t e  them ou t ,  
and I th ink ,  as  I s a i d ,  i t  r e a l l y  kind of increased  my wanting t o  know 
more about,  oh, e s p e c i a l l y  h i s t o r y .  I r e a l l y  enjoyed t h a t  and being very 
f a sc ina t ed  wi th  Salem and t h e  witch t r i a l s  and t h i s  kind of th ing .  I 
t h ink  from my teaching  experience,  I can always t e l l  ch i ld ren  who have 
t r ave l ed .  It doesn ' t  have t o  be out  of t h e  country,  which I th ink  is t h e  
key t o  r e a l l y  knowing o r  being f a m i l i a r  wi th  p l aces  w i th in  the  United 
S t a t e s .  

Q: What about though, how e a r l y  do you th ink  that--did your younger 
s i s t e r  p i ck  up t h e  same kind of impressions? 

A: Well, I t h i n k  probably no t  as much. A s  I s a i d  before ,  f i r s t  grade 
was very memorable. I can remember somewhat l i v i n g  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  which 
was probably be fo re  I went t o  formal school.  I can remember somewhat of 
l i v i n g  i n  the--maybe i t ' s  from looking a t  p i c t u r e s ,  too,  you know, how 
much you remember. When my f a t h e r  was working on h i s  Ph.D. and I was 
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Quonset huts--you b o w ,  married s tuden t  housing, t h i s  kind 
of thing--whether some of t h a t  i s  r e c a l l e d  from p i c t u r e s ,  and you s e e  it  
and th ink  you remember i t ,  I don' t  know, i t ' s  hard t o  t e l l  when t h e  
memory s t a r t s .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  kind of i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  some of t he  th ings  
t h a t  I can s e p a r a t e  ou t ,  because of l i v i n g  d i f f e r e n t  p laces ,  as opposed 
t o  j u s t  th inking  I l i v e d  i n  Des Moines o r  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q: Did you ever f e e l  any l a c k  of s e c u r i t y  o r  l a c k  of homebase, any kind 
of t h ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A: Not r e a l l y ,  because most of our  l i v i n g  d i f f e r e n t  p laces  were f o r  
summer, so  i t  was more l i k e  an extended vaca t ion .  I remember Redlands, 
Ca l i fo rn i a ;  Marquette, Michigan; we l i v e d  i n  Wisconsin, Eau Glare,  Wisconsin, 
those  kind of places.  But those were more l i k e  extended summers. Boston 
w a s  j u s t  f o r  a year so  I r e a l l y  don ' t  t h ink ,  you know, a s  f a r  as a t t end ing  
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school  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  I don ' t  t h i n k  i t  r e a l l y  made t h a t  much 
d i f f e rence .  My mother r e c a l l e d  t h e  story--the younger you a r e ,  I th ink ,  
you can adapt  t o  things--my mother t o l d  the  s t o r y  of how we would go 
ou t s ide  i n  t he  yard. I would go out  and play with my f r i e n d s  i n  Boston 
and speak very much i n  a Bostonian accent ,  and I ' d  come i n s i d e  and I ' d  
switch i t  t o  speak a s  they  did.  So I see ch i ld ren  a s  being very  adaptable  
t o  t h e i r  peers ,  probably much more so  than a d u l t s .  It 's probably a d u l t s  
t h a t  f e a r  more moving and t h i s  kind 05 th ing  than c h i l d r e n  do, as f a r  a s  
acceptance. 

Q: How was your housing s i t u a t i o n ,  d i d  you j u s t  r e n t ?  

A: Usually t h e r e  was an  exchange of some kind because my f a t h e r  w a s  on a 
teaching kind of an  exchange. We would l i v e  i n  a f a c u l t y  person 's  house 
who w a s  gone f o r  t h e  summer, which w a s  n i c e  so  you were i n  t h e  neighborhoo~ 
o r  I remember once we l i v e d  i n  some s tudent  housing, l i k e  a dormitory, 
which was kind of--that w a s  i n  Eau C la i r e ,  Wisconsin, o r  i t  was a married 
s tudent  housing kind of th ing .  And i n  Boston, a p ro fe s so r  a t  Harvard--my 
dad had a fe l lowship  a t  Harvard--had gone t o  England f o r  a year  so t h a t  
was--so we had h i s  house. It w a s  probably b e t t e r  than j u s t  going i n t o  
a--1 remember, we were always i n  t h e  o lde r  s e c t i o n s  o r  around t h e  co l l ege  
community, which probably made a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  g e t t i n g  t o  know people,  a s  
opposed t o  moving i n t o  a s t r a n g e  community o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: Even the  ch i ld ren ,  you f e l t ,  were a l s o  s o r t  of i n  a univers i ty- type  
community? 

A: Yes, yes. 

Q: Did your o l d e r  s i s t e r  l i k e  i t  a s  we l l ?  

A: I th ink  so. I have probably a funny r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  my two s i s t e r s .  
I was t h e  middle c h i l d ,  t h e  middle of t h r e e  g i r l s ,  and a s  I r e c a l l ,  those  
two were much c l o s e r  dur ing  t h e  growing up period.  The o lde r  one pro tec ted  
the  young one and I was on my own, more o r  l e s s .  W e  have a g r e a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
now. It 's funny t o  look back on it. I probably fought--the s i b l i n g  
r i v a l r y  is probably much g r e a t e r  between me and my o l d e r  sister, and me 
and my younger sister, as opposed t o  those  two. they kind of s tuck  
toge the r ,  which I look a t  now i n  my own chi ldren .  And s i b l i n g  r i v a l r y  i n  
t h ree ,  I th ink ,  i s  much more d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e a l  with.  

Q: I ' l l  g ran t  you t h a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  middle ones. Le t ' s  s e e  now, 
we've gone through kind of your e a r l y  schooling,  and then  you a l l  moved 
t o  Des Moines. About what year  was t h a t ?  

A: That w a s  about  1955. And my f a t h e r ,  a s  I mentioned before ,  had taken 
the  Dean of L i b e r a l  A r t s  p o s i t i o n  the re ,  which had been vacated f o r  a 
t i m e .  My mother had been going t o  school  when we were l i v i n g  i n  Kalamazoo 
a t  Western and f i n i s h e d  up her  degree t h e r e  and went on t o  g e t  a mas ter ' s .  
I remember going t o  he r  graduat ion.  We were a l l  q u i t e  exc i ted .  She 
always took c l a s s e s ,  and s t a r t e d  teaching i n  t h e  pub l i c  schools .  It has  
probably made an  impression on me, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  she  always took c l a s s e s  
and d id  work when we were growing up. I t h i n k  i t  makes an impression on 
me t h a t  she  could no t  r e a l l y  accept  t h e  l i f e s t y l e  of j u s t  he r  ch i ld ren .  
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I never f e l t  deprived i n  any way. Probably, being a teacher ,  he r  hours 
were such t h a t  she  was usua l ly  home about t h e  same time we were from 
school.  I can remember being very proud of h e r  teaching and graduat ing 
and my f a t h e r  a l s o ,  she  had put him through school ,  which was very  t y p i c a l ,  
I th ink ,  of t h i s  e r a .  Probably of ours ,  too,  bu t  I don ' t  t h ink  as much 
so  a s  during t h e  Depression, you know, l i v i n g  through t h e  Depression 
days. She had helped, as I mentioned before,  t o  put  my dad through, so  I 
th ink  t h i s  w a s  kind of n i ce .  And he put  he r  through school.  

One th ing  a t  Drake, and a t  o the r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a l s o ,  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
is t h a t  they can go t u i t i o n  f r e e .  A l l  ch i ld ren  and spouses,  and t h i s  is 
from custodian t o  p re s iden t ,  which is a n i c e  s i d e  b e n e f i t  of t he  u n i v e r s i t y .  
Mother a l s o  w a s  very  interested--she had always taken e x t r a  courses  i n  
a r t ,  had a degree, I t h i n k  she had an  e x t r a  degree i n  elementary counsel ing,  
which is a r a t h e r  new f i e l d .  And has  been teaching now i n  Des Moines. I 
th ink  she ' s  been t h e r e  f i f t e e n  o r  s i x t e e n  years ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
It 's been q u i t e  a while.  

Q: What kind of work d id  she do when she  pu t  your f a t h e r  through school? 

A: I th ink ,  i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken, I th ink  she  waited on t a b l e s ,  I th ink  
some. I t h i n k  she  d id  some research  and typing and working a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  
a l s o  i n  Iowa City.  It 's funny, I never stopped t o  t h i n k  about t h a t .  I 
know she put  him through school.  She came from a very l a r g e  family and a 
r e l a t i v e l y  poor one. Both my pa ren t s  came from t h e  farm, a s  a mat te r  of 
f a c t ,  i n  nor thern  Iowa. She even put  h e r s e l f  through high school ,  came 
i n t o  town and l i v e d  with a family and babysat ,  you know, was kind of t h e  
nanny person i n  high school.  So I suppose was q u i t e  a b i t  o lde r ,  she  was 
married a t  n ine teen ,  and probably q u i t e  o ld  f o r  h e r  age a t  n ine teen ,  you 
know, a f t e r  p u t t i n g  h e r s e l f  through school.  And my f a t h e r  was probably 
t h e  f i r s t  one from t h i s  small community where he was from t o  go t o  co l l ege  
and jun io r  co l l ege  and go on. Kind of t h e  l o c a l  boy makes good kind of 
thing.  Most of them s tayed  and became farmers,  took over t h e i r  pa ren t s '  
farms, t h i s  kind of th ing .  

Q: This  was i n  Iowa? 

A: Y e s ,  t h i s  was up near  E s t e r v i l l e ,  Iowa, which is  almost t o  t h e  Minnesota 
border ,  I suppose with t h a t  background--that is s t i l l  my f a t h e r ' s  golf  
game--as a gardener o r  going t o  he lp  my uncle  on t h e  farm, t h i s  kind of 
th ing .  

Q: That ' s  where he re laxes?  

A: Right,  r i g h t .  Get t ing  back t o  t h e  e a r t h  type of th ing .  

Q: I guess we never  g e t  away from t h a t ,  do we? So your pa ren t s  were 
both n a t i v e s  of Iowa. Do you th ink  they were anxious t o  g e t  back t h e r e  
and a r e  happy wi th  being back there?  

A: I th ink  so. I t h i n k  they have t a lked  about it. I t h i n k  they ' r e  
worrying about r e t i r emen t  now, not  worrying but  wondering where they want 
t o  be. T t h i n k  my f a t h e r  thought of maybe going and spending h i s  t w i l i g h t  
years  on t h e  farm. I don ' t  t h ink  t h a t  my mother is going t o  t h ink  t h a t  . 
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. . He may look upon t h a t  a s  r e l axa t ion ,  I doubt i f  t h a t  w i l l  keep him 
busy. H e  had a s a b b a t i c a l  t o  teach  i n  New Guinea, a Fu lb r igh t  Fellowship 
t o  teach i n  New Guinea f o r  a year and 1 t h i n k  t h i s  made them r e a l i z e  t h a t  
t h e r e  were a l o t  of f i e l d s  and p laces  open t o  them, even upon being 
r e t i r e d ,  poss ib ly  through--he's a c t i v e  i n  t he  P re sby te r i an  Church i n  Des 
Moines--possibly through t h i s  he would go teach  somewhere e l s e .  I th ink  
i t ' s  probably an  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  m e  t h a t  he doesn ' t  want t o  become old i n  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  He  has  s i n c e  r e t i r e d  from t h e  deanship and resigned and 
i s  now j u s t  teaching.  He has  seen too  many people i n  p o s i t i o n  go through, 
s h a l l  we say,  f a l l i n g  down as f a r  a s  being e f f e c t i v e  and I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  
something he doesn ' t  want, and Mother is t h e  same way a s  f a r  as teaching.  
I th ink  i t ' s  something f o r  m e  t o  s e e  t h a t  they have no t  l o s t  t h i s ,  s h a l l  
we say, a b i l i t y  t o  look a t  t h ings  o b j e c t i v e l y  even though they a r e  approaching 
t h i s  age. Becauae I remember them always t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  type of 
thing.  

9 :  Your f a t h e r  went t o  New Guinea f o r  a year? 

A: Yes, t h i s  would have been 1970, t h e  year  J u s t i n  was born. I remember 
t h a t .  And then Mother--he went i n  February and I t h i n k  my s i s t e r ,  my 
younger sister, was no t  married a t  t h e  t ime and my mother joined him when 
school  was ou t ,  and then they re turned  i n  December, so  they had q u i t e  an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  t r i p .  They went h o t  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d s  of New Guinea. Mother 
helped i n  the  v i l l a g e  wi th  the  school  ch i ld ren  and Fa ther  was a l s o  t h e r e  
a t  t h e  governmental [ r e q u e s t ]  as an  advisor  from a kind of an  exchange. 
So t h a t ' s  why they were going and dea l ing  wi th  the  t r i b e s .  Real ly a 
f a n t a s t i c  experience a s  f a r  a s  l i v i n g  there .  I th ink  they want t o  go 
back. And they a l s o  made a l o t  of good f r i e n d s  when they were teaching 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Papua i n  New Guinea. 

Q: What i s  your f a t h e r ' s  f i e l d ?  

A: P o l i t i c a l  sc ience .  

Q: Oh, I should have known t h a t .  

A: I was mentioning t o  t h i s  c l a s s  t h e  o t h e r  day where I was speaking 
somewhere, and probably p o l i t i c s  has  played a g r e a t  d e a l  i n  my l i f e ,  and 
I don ' t  th ink  i t  should be a shock o r  s u r p r i s e  f o r  one of u s  t o  have gone 
i n t o  it. My sister is i n  Engl i sh  [my o lde r  s i s t e r ]  and I went i n t o  
p o l i t i c a l  sc ience ,  and my younger s i s t e r  is  g e t t i n g  a mas ter ' s  i n  s o c i a l  
work a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Iowa. P o l i t i c s  were discussed, we were very  
pol i t ical ly-minded people. We discussed p o l i t i c s  a t  t h e  t a b l e  cons t an t ly ,  
very l i b e r a l  Democrats. I can remember my mother saying t o  m e  i n  1956, 
very c l e a r l y  upon going t o  bed on e l e c t i o n  n igh t ,  something I s a i d  l i k e ,  
"What about M r .  Stevenson, s other?" And she  s a i d ,  "I th ink  you should 
say a l i t t l e  prayer." ( l augh te r )  Adla i  Stevenson was one of he r  heroes.  
My mother voted f o r  Harry Truman, I can can remember t h a t ,  no t  remember, 
bu t  remember her  t a l k i n g  about  it ,  because f a t h e r  decided he d i d n ' t  have 
a chance and voted for t h e  B u l l  Moose p a r t y  of something i n  1948. Richard 
Nixon w a s  a swear word. I can remember my f a t h e r  becoming very  l i v i d ,  I 
can remember watching t h e  Checker Speech on TV and h i s  comments about i t ,  
because we  l i v e d  i n  Boston i n  1952. A s  I said before ,  how I can remember 
where I w a s  and we d id  have a TV s e t  t he re ,  which probably t h e r e  weren't  
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a l l  t h a t  many a t  t h e  time. Those are t h e  kind of t h ings  t h a t  probably 
have made an impression upon me and have molded m e  i n t o  wanting t o  become 
involved, always being involved i n  p o l i t i c s  and probably a more l i b e r a l  
upbringing than some o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Another t h ing  I can r e c a l l  is  a s  a youngster growing up and people asking 
you what your f a t h e r  did--and t h i s  is somewhat related--and my f r i e n d s  
would say,  you h o w ,  ''My f a t h e r  i s  a doctor," and I would say ,  "Well, my 
f a t h e r  is a doctor ,  bu t  he is  a f ake  doctor." ( l augh te r )  There 's  always 
t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  between, you know, Ph.D. and M.D. type of t h ing  s o  the  
age-old debate  of s o c i a l i z e d  medicine, which I a m  s u r e  you apprec i a t e .  
People say,  "Well, my f a t h e r  went t o  school  f o r  twelve yea r s  t o  become a 
medical doctor ,"  and I would say,  "well, my f a t h e r  went t o  school  . . . 
'l ( laughs) This  type of th ing .  Those a r e  t h e  kind of memories t h a t  I 
th ink  of a s  Ear a s  being r e l a t e d .  

I t h i n k  t h e r e  always w a s  t h e  f e e l i n g  of l i k i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  community, 
a l though D e s  Moines i s  b a s i c a l l y  not  a co l l ege  town a s  Champaign-Urbana, 
Iowa C i ty ,  something l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  always t h e  c o l l e g e  community. 
I th ink  i t  was a very  widening type  of th ing ,  t o  a c e r t a i n  ex t en t  i n  t h a t  
you always--there w e r e  many d i f f e r e n t  kinds of people t h a t  my pa ren t s  
a s soc i a t ed  with.  There was never any p re jud ice  i n  my mind--oriental 
f r i e n d s ,  black f r i e n d s ,  Ind ian  f r i e n d s ,  were all v i s i t o r s  t o  our home. 
So I th ink  t h a t  i n  some r e s p e c t s  t h i s  was always t r a n s l a t e d  t o  me t h a t  
t h i s  is  the  way everybody l i v e d .  I was q u i t e  shocked t o  f i n d  ou t  t h a t  
everyone d i d  not  l i v e  t h i s  way i n  accept ing  everyone. I c e r t a i n l y  t h i n k  
my parents--I t h i n k  t h e  p a r e n t a l  guidance is very  important ,  something 
t h a t  I ' m  now f e e l i n g  wi th  people who have no t  been brought up t h e  way I 
have. ( laughs)  I th ink ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e  i t 's  from the  u n i v e r s i t y ,  I t h i n k  
sometimes the  u n i v e r s i t y  can become l i k e  an  ivory  tower, on t h e  o the r  
hand, I t h i n k  t h e r e  is  a mix he re  of r e a l l y  an en l ighten ing  experience. 
Probably some s a f e t y  th ing ,  being p a r t  of an  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  some of i t ,  
l i k e  you asked me about moving d i f f e r e n t  places.  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  always 
padded by the  f a c t  t h a t  we were p a r t  of an  academic i n s t i t u t i o n ,  as 
opposed t o  j u s t  walking i n ,  and being wi th  a small company o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  wouldn't be q u i t e  a s  well-known. 

The times i n  D e s  Moines--really i t ' s  funny, because people say,  ''Where 
a r e  you from?" and I always h e s i t a t e ,  and 1 do say  D e s  Moines. Because 
obviously, my pa ren t s  a r e  s t i l l  t h e r e  and t h a t ' s  where I l i v e d  t h e  longes t .  
But I suppose a l o t  of t h i n g s  t h a t  happened be fo re  a r e  more memorable t o  
me a s  probably l i v i n g  o t h e r  places.  But I t h i n k  my pa ren t s  were happy t o  
g e t  back t o  Iowa. They had a chance, I t h i n k  t o  go--in f a c t ,  Dad--when 
w e  were i n  F lo r ida  r i g h t  a f t e r  I was born--had a chance t o  s t a y  i n  F lo r ida  
and teach and he s a i d  he d i d n ' t  want t o  b r ing  h i s  c h i l d r e n  up i n  t h e  
South, he wanted t o  g e t  back t o  t h e  Midwest, which may be a s t e r eo type  
p re jud ice ,  may n o t  be a s  t r u e  today a s  i t  was i n  1946. But [he] d id  no t  
want t o  s t a y  i n  the South. And of course,  my mother ha ted  F lo r ida .  
(laughs) Well, those  were t h e  days before  a i r -condi t ion ing ,  and bugs, 
she th inks  of i t  a s  bugs and r e p t i l e s  still today. I suppose me being 
born there .  (laughs) You know, a l l  of t h i s  i s  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  i t  and 
t h e  only way you could get cool  was t o  take  a bath. ( laughs)  So I t h i n k  
t h i s  i s  p a r t  of t he  reason why they d i d n ' t  want t o  come back t o  t h e  
Midwest. Although I r e a l l y  enjoy Michigan and Wisconsin and Minnesota. 
Iowa, you know, w a s  r a t h e r  Midwest, you c a n ' t  get much . . . 
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Q: You never f e l t  any kind of an i n f e r i o r i t y  Midwest-type of complex, 
a f t e r  having l i v e d  on t h e  f a n t a s t i c  West Coast and t h e  e l i t e  Eas t  Coast,  
o r  any t h i s  kind of f e e l i n g ?  

A: I t h i n k  i t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  l i v e  d i f f e r e n t  places.  I can remember 
v i s i t i ng - - th i s  was when I was o l d e r ,  and e s p e c i a l l y ,  you know, jun io r  
high and high school  days, meeting young people my age o r  something, and 
people thinking,  you know, t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  Indians  and t h a t  we have corn 
and we a l l  l i v e  on farms i n  Iowa, Iowa e s p e c i a l l y ,  Iowa much more than 
I l l i n o i s .  I d i d n ' t  feel--I  t h ink  I ' v e  always been very  young. I ' v e  been 
very much concerned wi th  people making a  p l ace  what i t  is, and I t h i n k  
you can be very miserable  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  and maybe i t ' s  from l i v i n g  
d i f f e r e n t  p laces  myself when 1 was younger. But I know people today i n  
Sp r ing f i e ld  who a r e  very  unhappy here.  But i t ' s  brought on by themselves 
i n  my es t imat ion ,  because i t ' s  what you make it. I guess  I ' v e  always 
f e l t  secure  enough t h a t  I haven ' t  wanted always t o  l i v e  somewhere e l s e ,  
obviously the  g r a s s  i s  greener .  I pe r sona l ly  l i k e  some wide open spaces,  
v i s i t i n g  o the r  places.  My o lde r  sister l i v e s  i n  Boston now so  we do g e t  
back t o  v i s i t .  But you know, you d r i v e  an hour and you ' re  i n  New Hampshire 
and another  hour and you're  i n  Maine and i t ' s  not  q u i t e  l i k e  New York 
City.  I t 's  a d i f f e r e n t  l i f e s t y l e  a l t o g e t h e r  t h a t  they l i v e  than we do. 

Q: None of t h e  c u l t u r a l  wasteland th ing  t h a t  i s  a  problem around here.  

A: Well . . . 
Q: There i s n ' t  i n  Iowa, I assume Des Moines . . . What s i z e  is  i t ?  

A: I t 's  about 250,000. I t 's  about  one and a ha l f  t i m e s  t h e  s i z e  of 
Spr ingf ie ld .  And i t ' s  a c a p i t a l  c i t y .  I expected i t  t o  be much more 
l i k e  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  bu t  i t ' s  no t  i n  many ways. It has  a--oh, Drake Univers i ty  
i s  obviously d i f f e r e n t  from Sangamon S t a t e .  I have very much i n t e r e s t  i n  
Sangamon S t a t e  because i t  grew up a f t e r  a  community. Drake used t o  be a  
chu rch -a f f i l i a t ed  school ,  b u t  no longer ,  bu t  i t ' s  r e a l l y  very sepa ra t e  
unto i t s e l f .  A s  I mentioned, D e s  Moines is  no t  r e a l l y  a co l l ege  town. 
There a r e  q u i t e  a few s i m i l a r i t i e s  wi th  our s ec t iona l i sm i n  Springfield--  
no r th  s i d e ,  souths ide ,  e a s t ,  west--but no t  a s  much, because i t ' s  not  a s  
small, which maybe shows up more i n  a smal le r  community. I n  many ways, 
very similar, as f a r  as out look goes. I ' m  much more involved he re  wi th  
s t a t e  government so  I would assume, growing up i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s ,  my 
jun io r  high, h igh  school  days, i t ' s  hard t o  a s s o c i a t e  now spending my 
more advanced yea r s ,  i t ' s  s o r t  of hard t o  compare t h e  two; how I view 
them. But I would assume, looking back, t h a t  i t ' s  r e a l l y  very s i m i l a r  t o  
Sp r ing f i e ld  . 
Q: Your pa ren t s  never discussed any kind of f e e l i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A: No, I th ink  they were happy. I t h i n k  my f a t h e r  w a s  happy and w a s  a  
good admin i s t r a to r ,  b u t  was happy t o  g e t  back t o  t he  classroom. I t h i n k  
he went i n t o  admin i s t r a t i on  and we r e a l l y  moved t o  D e s  Moines t o  support  
a  family. College p ro fe s so r s ,  I t h i n k  today, a r e  paid b e t t e r  than a t  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time, o r  s h a l l  we say ,  more i n  l i n e  wi th  o t h e r  profess ions  
today than they were a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time. And I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  was 
one of t h e  reasons t h a t  he d id  go i n t o  adminis t ra t ion .  And viewing from 
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what o the r  people have always s a i d ,  he  was very  much thought of a s  a good 
admin i s t r a to r ,  bu t  w a s  happy t o  g e t  back i n t o  t h e  classroom. 1 t h i n k  
t h a t  may have been, s h a l l  we say ,  p a r t  of being,  n o t  wanting t o  move 
e s p e c i a l l y  because i t  w a s  t o  a d i f f e r e n t  type of p o s i t i o n  than  he was 
before.  

Q: Okay. So when d id  your mother s t a r t  t o  teach  i n  t h e  pub l i c  schools? 

A: It must have been t h e  l a t e  f i f t i e s ,  I c a n ' t  g ive  you an exact  d a t e  on 
i t ,  bu t  I t h i n k  I was i n  j un io r  high school  a t  t h e  t ime, bu t  she  was 
tak ing  c l a s s e s  up u n t i l  t h e  time--somewhere i n  my mind, 1959 sounds about 
r i g h t ,  I ' m  no t  su re ,  t h a t  she graduated and then,  of course,  she  s t i l l  
took classes a f t e r  t h a t ,  very  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a r t .  Unfortunately 1 i n h e r i t e d  
none of t he  a r t i s t i c  t a l e n t .  ( laughs) My sisters did .  But she ' s  always 
been very i n t e r e s t e d ,  and s t i l l  t akes  c l a s s e s  today, most of t h e  time i n  
a r t .  She has been r e a l l y  involved wi th  t h e  schools ,  I th ink ,  i n  Des 
Moines, as f a r  as se rv ing  on committees, s e t t i n g  up experimental programs, 
and has taught  a l l  over  t h e  c i t y .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  t h i s  is  always t r u e ,  bu t  
i t  appears  t o  be t h a t  f i r s t  year  t eache r s  are s e n t  i n t o  l e s s  d e s i r a b l e  
schools  while  o the r  people claim t h a t  t h i s  is  not  t rue .  And she  r e a l l y  
went through some bouts  wi th  p r i n c i p a l s  and I th ink  r e a l l y  learned a l o t .  
( laughs) I not ice- - i t  probably makes me f e e l  sad sometimes today t h a t  
s h e ' l l  speak wi th  l e s s  t o l e rance  than  she  used to .  And then I th ink ,  my 
goodness, s h e ' s  almost s i x t y  yea r s  o l d  s o  obviously,  one may be g e t t i n g  a 
l i t t l e  t i r e d ,  a l though I ' m  s u r e  t h a t ,  a s  I look on i t  aga in  wi th  h inds igh t  
of dea l ing  wi th  c h i l d r e n  a l l  day and coming home and tak ing  c a r e  of us .  

It was a very equal  r o l e  a s  f a r  a s  tak ing  c a r e  of u s  w a s  concerned. 
S t i l l  today, my f a t h e r  w i l l  change my ch i ld ren ' s  d iapers .  He's always 
been involved. Maybe i t ' s  growing up wi th  four  women and a female dog 
t h a t  t h i s  has  come about. It wasn't  a r o l e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .  I t h i n k  
a l s o  t h a t  with two s i s t e r s ,  I always got  t o  do the  o u t s i d e  work. A t  one 
time, I w a s  always considered t o  be the  one who p re fe r r ed  t h a t  kind of 
work. I s t i l l  have problems today t r y i n g  t o  do t h e  i n s i d e  work. I much 
p r e f e r  t o  be outs ide .  I think a s  f a r  a s  r o l e  s t e r eo types ,  my pa ren t s  
were p r e t t y  good, because one th ing ,  probably, having t h r e e  daughters ,  
you know, you're  n o t  going t o  have r o l e  s t e r eo types  i n  chores  and t h i s  
kind of th ing ,  a s  f a r  as sex  goes and then,  because my mother--well, we 
a l l  p i tched  i n .  And I can remember complaining about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a spec t  a l though now I know good and c e r t a i n l y ,  d i v i s i o n  of chores ,  d i v i s i o n  
of labor .  

My s i s t e r  always organized everyone--my o lde r  s is ter--she was t h e  sergeant  
and she  assigned t h e  tasks .  We s t i l l  k id  about t h a t  today, about  t h e  job 
c h a r t  and how he r  jobs always seemed l e s s  demanding than ours .  But I 
th ink  a l l  and a l l ,  t h a t  having he r  work--well, i t ' s  good f o r  us. I don ' t  
s e e  any problems. We benef i ted  from i t ,  we had t o  assume our f a i r  share.  
We a l s o  were given monthly allowances, a s  I r e c a l l ,  t o  d e a l  wi th  money. 
A s  I r e c a l l ,  twenty d o l l a r s  a month, which sounded tremendous. Out of 
t h a t  twenty d o l l a r s ,  we bought our lunches o r  took them and our e x t r a  
c l o t h e s ,  l i k e  they bought coa t s  and shoes and n e c e s s i t i e s ,  bu t  we bought 
any ex t r a s .  And t h i s  r e a l l y  forced us  t o  e i t h e r  babys i t  o r  work a t  t h e  
R e g i s t r a r ' s  o f f i c e  a t  Drake part-t ime i n  t h e  summers. I worked a t  Barbar 's  
Bake Shop i n  D e s  Moines. I was f i r e d  from t h a t  job by t h e  way. F i r s t  
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job, f i r s t  and only job. I learned  an  important lesson .  My s i s t e r  had 
worked t h e r e  be fo re  and i t  was kind of a n i c e  job, worked a f t e r  school  
and on Saturdays,  and they had a l i t t l e  snack ba r ,  too,  where food was 
served,  and [I] picked up a few t i p s .  I complained about  my woman 
superv isor  because I d i d n ' t  t h ink  she was doing her  job. Well, l o  and 
behold, when I went i n  t o  complain, my employer s a i d  something about ,  
"Well, i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  way you f e e l ,  you'd probably be happier  working 
elsewhere." ( laughs)  And I remember a t  t h e  time f e e l i n g  very  crushed 
t h a t  t h i s  would be on my job resume fo reve r  and t h a t  I would be b lackbal led .  
This  w a s  a t  s i x t e e n ,  as I r e c a l l .  So I th ink  t h a t  i t  d i d  teach  me a 
l e s son  about one b e t t e r  t h i n k  about what one is going t o  complain about. 

Then I worked a t  Iowa Methodist Hospi ta l  i n  Des Moines. They had a 
pneumatic tube system running through the  h o s p i t a l .  I was t h e  tube  g i r l ,  
sending messages through. Obviously, they s t i l l  don ' t  have t h i s ,  they 
probably have a more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  set-up. And then I a l s o  typed up 
admissions. But i t  w a s  a f t e r  school ,  i t  w a s  a twenty-four hour s h i f t  on 
t h e  weekend, twelve hours Saturday and twelve on Sunday, seven t o  seven, 
and I a l t e r n a t e d  wi th  another  ga l .  But whenever w e  wanted t o  go away f o r  
t h e  weekend, we'd r e a l l y  be s tuck .  And then Sundays and hol idays ,  Christmas, 
Eas te r ,  we were always working. But i t  w a s  a good job--I gave i t  up, i t  
was good pay, much b e t t e r  pay--but I gave it up the  summer a f t e r  my 
sen io r  year and before  my freshman year  i n  c o l l e g e  t o  be a camp counselor .  
I had been a jun io r  counselor  a t  the  YWCA [Young Women's C h r i s t i a n  Associat ion]  
camp, and oh, I j u s t  couldn ' t  s tand  t o  be in s ide .  To t h i s  day, I don ' t  
l i k e  t o  be in s ide .  ( laughs)  But t h e  pay was p r a c t i c a l l y  noth ing ,  you 
h o w ,  room and board, bu t  i t  was much b e t t e r  t o  be ou t s ide .  I r e a l l y  
enjoyed the  camp. It was an  experience i n  dea l ing  with--it  probably 
helped m e  dec ide  t h a t  I would probably l i k e  t o  be a teacher  i n  dea l ing  
wi th  e s p e c i a l l y  o lde r ,  j un io r  high and high school  age ch i ld ren .  I s t i l l  
have t roub le  wi th  t h e  younger ones,  inc luding  my own ( laughs) .  

Q: Those were t h e  s t u d e n t s  you were involved wi th  i n  camp t h a t  were an 
o lde r  age? 

A: Well, they had a l l  ages ,  b u t  b a s i c a l l y  k i d s  can ' t  go t o  camp u n t i l  
--well, I th ink  most of them w e r e  j un io r  and high school  age. And some 
i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings  happened. We had some camp scho la r sh ips ,  and of 
course,  through t h e  YWCA you have a less a f f l u e n t  s e c t o r  of t h e  community 
than  you would a t  a p r i v a t e  camp. And some i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings  t h a t  I 
experienced. I worked wi th  "P" t een  groups. I don ' t  h o w  i f  they s t i l l  
c a l l  them t h a t  today through the  YWCA. Camp had a l o t  of n i c e  memories, 
too,  f o r  me, because we always had church r e t r e a t s  there .  It was j u s t  
t h e  phys ica l  set-up of it ,  I always f e l t  very  good about being t h e r e  and 
enjoyed working wi th  t h e  s tuden t s .  I can remember teaching t h e  g i r l s  how 
t o  play f o o t b a l l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  i t  was too cold t o  s w i m .  ( laughs)  

Q: You had t o  f i n d  something t o  do. 

A: Right,  I always enjoyed i t ,  and leading  camp songs, I r e a l l y  enjoyed 
the  camping experience. I n  f a c t ,  I was always t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  ou t  how 
one could t i e  t h a t  in a f t e r  one is married when you have a fami ly .  
Although I th ink  t h a t  couples  do go o u t ,  maybe t e ache r s  o r  something, and 
be camp d i r e c t o r s .  There 's  a Lot of headaches bu t  i t  r e a l l y  is kind of a 
















































































