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S t a n  (3atbrwwA, Ocbber 31, 1986, Sprlnsfield, Illinois. 

Q: W d  yclu give us yaur name please? 

Q: Okay, Mr. Ca-, cculd ylcru also give us your birthdate 
pleaae? 

A: I ws born m N w e n b r  6, 1921, at Springfield, Illinois. 

Q: CcruLd you give us your parmb' m? 

Q: Okay. That was my seaxd question, I was go- to ask you, if 
there wzs any traditional name in yc~ l r  family. 

A: No, I &It. 

Q: Yau don't? 

A: I'll socan be 65 years old in two w w b ,  or me w w k  rather, and at 
thiEitimeIdonlt-. Ithinkthatmyfatherwastenyears 
older than lay mthe I think she was bmn in 1888, that U d  
make ny father% birthdate ten yearrs pa:im to that. 

Q: Is that in Illinois? 



Did yau lawrw whAn they married? 

It was 1918 but I don't the exact date of either. 

D o y c r u - y o u r ~ t s ' n a r a e s ?  

T h y  was Dolly-pan3on me. It was . . . 
Yau can't - right not? 

I don't -. 
COcBy, that's fine. Did ycru ham any brothers or sisters? 

ayes, IhadabrothernzmdJohnIiugh. 

washethefirstborn? 

Yes. 

Ohy. Do ycru h o w  whan he w a s  born? 

Fabruary 14, 1919. 

aoycruhave~atherbrothersorr3ipters? 

No, I had arns sister nmd Eamie Faye. 

Doycru]acrwwhenElhewasbwn? 

she was born in 1927, but actually I dacanlt rermember the -ct 

A: Well, I really don't lmru exactly h m  they mat, M they had a 
frieard m e  Ckffee that ms a friesd of harts until W turn she 
died. W, I actually dmlt m. 

A: Yes, I was. 



Q: So, yau went to visit in S c u t l d ?  

A: Yea. I've been there four tines. (laughs) 

A: %tree years ago. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Okay, so ym have som ties w i t h  yaur family or w i t h  arrybody aver 
h Sccrtland? 

Q: Yau canlt mnmhr right ncrw. Well, we can always cam badk to 
that . 

Q: So yaur f d y  wasn't really a large family? 

A: No, there was only 26 of us in the United States by- ~~ 
a local . . . well, they was a local-it tells where you were born and 
all that, but . . . 

A: Yes, yes. 

A: No, but the cmly rwnim m have is w i t h  my ship. 

Q: N w  ycru said you - born in Sprinsfield-'er# exactly did you 
sra~ w? 
A: I lived first pars  of my life in  Chester, I l l h i s .  It was 
the hcme of Popeye. 2he fellow that originated Pcpeye w a ~  a 
W e h e  aperated a theater. It was m the old days vhm it wmld 
be ma* five cents wrxlld get ycru into a nwvie. Ycw had to climb up 
thestep, andtheywemchairs'lyauwmldsitthereandwewuuld 
watchthemvie. A r d E l z e S a g e r u e e d t o g r i n d c w t ~ f i l m s ~ t h e y  
were being sham. Wtt, rn had me kid named Dodo Kwer. (laughs) H e  
WEIS a little biw fellcrw, and- weryme thcnqht the world of 
him--andhewmldalwayssit i n t k f m n t r a w a n d h e U d & o f f  
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9: So, thery had--it was subtitl0s? 

8: You mid the persca that did was there? Was that the 
cartmnchaacbr? 

A: Yss, yes. Hem the originator of Ft3pye-h other words. Yrxl 
croersed the b r w ,  and you see Sn Illhis there's a s t a a  
made of bronze. It stands abatt six feet tall and wys, Vhe&er, 
Illi3Xlis, -cam ta the land of Pcperye.I1 Ard amythhg else is 
all-Pc?perye is the - thing that was hbresting abart it. 

w a s ~ l  he orig~ly--well he left ch€ster blmb. He was 
n o t m a r l y w e l l ~ a s h e ~ d b e l a t a r o a .  ~ h i s n i e o e w a s i n  
my class. In the first gradewe -her. Ihspom. little thing 
she was always dckJn troddan. She was ths w~rst kid in school-as far 
as 1- m, ]rut yau a d  newer mt she had a rich uncle. 

A: That's a few years back, I dm% lu#rw. 

A: No, I don't. 

a: Okay. 

A: See it was in the first grade. 

Q: Yes, that was a l q  the  ago. 

A: ?hat was a good loiq the ago . . . (laughs) 
Q: okay, OOUldq ahend. 

A: ~ ~ i e s t o ~ ~ f ~ g r a d s ~ ~ , b u t ~ w a e  
[RJttsr]. Shewas a firstgradeteacher at Pleasant Hill or 

~ G r a d e ~ l .  W u r r c l ~ ~ r a ~ w a s g u a r d a t t h e  



Stan Cathemod 5 

prism. It sism-ed like mDst of the f w  pap18 that amxartad to 
arrything--had a [job era] guard at Wm p r m .  

8: Okay. vihere exactly is mester in Illinois? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Okay. N- Chesterwas a Qanll town? 

A: Well, nut much. W was lsaane barge traffic in there, but mostly 
sand and gravel mrt of the riverc-and, of ccrurss we had to look out 
for fl&. 

Q: So that was a pretty bad flood? 



A: YeEi, it was. 

Q: Ycxx also nr&ntion& rscPnething about a penitentiary. W a s  there a 
pmiteortiary in the area? 

A: Yes, it was. In that and the shne f-. 

A: Yes, and the Iayitting mill. 

A: mtting mill. Yax knaJ where they I nah  silk s tadngs.  

Q: NW did yau )mrw anyone that w d  thsre, arrybodIy in ywtr f e l y  
bmrk there? 

A: My mm dad did . . . 

A: No, I don't. Rodney Miligan was qlcryad them. 

A: He=adrSt3twntrelatimofmine. Rrt, 1-thatheis 
either dyhq or has did. He's at the point of death right m. 

A: Well, my father died &m my sistar MW only thme years old, I 
was d@t, and my brother was nine or twelve yeaxs old. A t  that t h e  
we hwd ogle UmsanA dollam to live an, ard no job available. We 
S t a y s d w U & i l - N - l 8  i s w h e n h e d i e d d  J-10f 



that ccnning year. 'Ihsn m canvt to Springfield, ~llinois.  Eut, the 
odd place of this was Griffels-Qiffels was the ones that mmd us. 
WeaUedthm, thElyspnt their~goingdclwnthereardget t ingal l  
~FthefUrnitumloadedanllllcnr~usrback, anlmcnrhqusintothis  
pl- for me dollars. That was mn that did that. 

Q: Nclw who was Griffe? 

Q: Okay, and that was a Spr-ield f h ?  

A: Yes. 

A: Yes. But after that we had to try to get jobs that-a quarter a 
day, o r ~ l ~ t h a t ~ t o n v ~ w ~ l a w n s o r r a l c e  
leans.  I forget ncrw the name of the prsm that I did do that, but 
shswasagood-. But, I ~ a l l ~ w a y a c m s s t u w n i n  
0-1, it was abut, letls see abarl= four miles at least in 
ordertogetthejob. Wewwldoanehcrmewiththatandwet\nnxldhave 
alcqh-.  S o ~ c a u l d ~ a t t h e ~ r e a r d ~ w c n l l d l x t y  
~ a n d b u n s o r ~ l i k e t h a t ,  andnxymotherwuldmake 
gravy. Arrd that way p i d e d  us for supper. 

Q: It smrkbd like yau W l y  liked ths gravy. (laughter) 

A: Well, I 1- it yet. 

A: Yes. W e l a ~ m - h e h 2 L d a j o b a t ~ ~ ? 2 l s a t e r a s a n  
usher. Eut I said, Well ,  I 1 m  going to get one too." Well, we worked 
there for abmt four y-, and at that the we were  in high -1. 
We ~ J c e d  twmQ-eight, thirty hours for faur dollars. We would see 
~ ~ i n ~ t h a t w a s t h s g o o d p a r t o f i t .  

A: 1936 until 1940, a at that t im I graduated fmgn -er Wigh 
School. 

A: Yes, he wmt to s@qfield [High Schaol] 
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A: No. 

Q: Just the way it turned out? 

A: I figured I ccn.ald rtlake it there a little easier. (laughter) 

Q: Okay. Ncrw did ycur sister go to -1 Axly? 

A: She had € a % q h  brains to get her dqme frum college. she went 
b - w b r e  the Catholic Semimay, what is it adl? [On] North F i f t h  
Street?  

A: No, it1$ right next door to  that. Sprirvgfield mar College. 
Q: Okay. 

A: Well, bursirsess mmgemnt. Later on she went to U*, itls 
right next to . . . 

A: Yes, that's the one. 

(2: Okay. 

(2: M d d  T Ford, akay. And do you nmmbrwhat  ye^ it was? 

A: 1928, yes, I m n m h c  ehat. 

A: She worm do- haswork and alsa at  the Springfield Hospital. 
She mrM for a dollar a day and .Uaery tank out twenly cents for rim the bus. That rnade her eighty cents a day. And we nmer did 
get an relief. Was a few pople that actually had that. We was bound 
~ ~ ~ a a w a ~ g o i n g t o m a h i t .  

Q: well, that% good. What stands out in y o s l r v  about the 
Depression? 
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A: Y e s .  

A: W l ,  I worked for my lundl. W h i &  prnctically every me of us 
had to do. But, George E. Stic)aery, a wmbrful  fellcrw had six kids 
Ulathepersaallysawtoitthattheyhadlun&. Therewasmany 
~ t h a t & d h a v e t o g o ~ a n d t h e y ~ d b e l a t e o r - ~  
l h t h a t .  Thattsallrightthqwmldanalceitback. wltmarrya 
t h e ,  before I gut the jab-pmpring lundl-I was: forcad to work. I 
WELEJ actntally-Ihad five- aday forw lunch, htthemst  thing 
m owLd buy was ~ c k s r s .  (la*) 

(2: CcYuld yax descl-ibe the era- Was it just a regular Saltine? 

A: Well, I ~ t o s d # > o l a n d I h a d ~ w a l k t o ~ l .  Iwwldget  
Off at 3:30 p.m. ard hi?& f ~ r  the -. I wrruld go t0 ~ r k  there 
at far  otclock or 4:30 p.m. and work until 9:30 at night. Ard 1 
could see axry picture in tmm. (laughter) 



A: Qh yes1 We had all  the big mbrhhem. Dick -1, euld there 
w a s ~ z h r a s ~ .  Theywerethereinpersmand~WlJUldmake 
su& a boo-boo out of the person, people wxld wne up to us say, 
"Can yax keep thcee fellows quiet?" Ycru &d have to tell them they 
were the next: act on. (laugh*) 

A: That was .ths active area, all the theaters wem in there. There 
w a s  the Orpheum, -, Tivali, the Rmy d the Lincoln. All 
~ p i ~ ~ c c r u l d g o t o a p i h ~ i n t h e a ~ ,  and 
y a u s a w ~ t h a t ~ c c u l d i m a g h , ~ ~ .  Anditincluded 
~ g a t i n f o r t h i r t y - t h r e e c e n t s .  Yauhada-seatand 
the the3- Wwld hold m th#ustand seven hundred and fifty people. 

A: Yes. Plat was the biggest in tcrwn. We had to go to 
dm01 for three weeks or lx weeb in to be an usher. YQU had 
to give hand signals: ycnx had to ask what time it m t  how rimy seats 
are on ymar aisle; -many were in the fmmt, the bade, the canter; 
andycnacouldaEskarrygusgtim. 

Q: that la w i t h  hand signals? 

A: & ~ h a d a n ~ E h g r s d c ~ t i o n , b u t i t ~ c d d h a r  
&e v m l d  be at ny sister's reunion ow. sarnething like mat 

m d  a d  ask her, 'What oallege did ycru She had a 
~ E l a m t ~ M c a l x l l a r y .  



A: We nrcnred to 117 North  Ikmiel. It's arer here, a couple of streets 
crvarhere. B u t w e ~ t t h a t p l a ~ ~ o r ~ ~  
dollazs. I t w a a a l l ~ p l a ~ y r x x h a d t o b u y ~ t h r e e ~  
dollars barght ewythhq. It was h a m b d  floara, and it was, well, 
i t w a s r a o q m t h a t ~ ) m p e o p l e l & W i r W b e c a ~ ~ ~ o f  
the mplmssim. 

A: We lived a b u t  eight yeaxs-m, about seven years. Until 
Fwter said we had last or had used up all of our equity in 
it Sowehadtomcweon. A n d ~ m a r e d f k a n ~ w e m g e t t i n g a  
little better off. My mcm waEs W O f k i q  at the sangarm, Electric at that 
th. AFIC;1 v a  mwed into 147 Sauth Weeley. We lived there abcRzt . . , 

Q: Okay, we were talking aberut: yaur family rrynrhq fmm North Daniels 
to 147 S m b  W e s l e y ~ v y  wmt to pick up cas that? 

Bxt at that time we, d l  we - on Wmt at  five olcLock me evmhg, 
and midnight m lmre underway for ~ l ~ ,  Sauth Carolina. And, 

told us a Wng. I wasr appohb3 gun pointer on a 20 m . . . 




























































































































