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Preface

This mamuscript is the product of four taped interviews conducted by
Steve Bolin for the Oral History Office during the fall of 1986.
Steve Bolin transcribed the tapes and edited the transcript. Stan
Catherwood reviewed the transcript.

Stan Catherwood was born in Springfield, Illinois on November 6, 1921.
His father, John Hugh Catherwood had earned the Congressional Medal of
Honor for service in the Philippines. After an interval in Chester,
Illinois, Stan's family moved back to Springfield. Despite adversity
during the Great Depression he was able to graduate from Lanphier Hich
School. During his high school years he was employed at the Orpheum
Theater as an usher,

In 1943 he enlisted for duty in the United States Navy. Assigned to
the USS Tide which on June 7, 1944 was sunk by two mines, Stan spent
almost elght months in military hospitals recovering fram injuries.
In 1945 Stan returned to Springfield and began his thirty year career
with Allis Chalmers. In the late forties he began flying small
airplanes eventually owing a J~2 and later a Taylor Craft. In the
1950s he began a career in politics. For twenty years he served as a
Democrat on the Sangamon County Board.

Steve Bolin was a friend of the Catherwood family by way of membership
at the same church. Prior friendship with Gary Catherwood, Stan's
son, led to the desire to interview Stan for an oral history. Steve
moved to Springfield in 1975. He fiished schooling there and then
attended both Moody Bible Institute and Lincoln Iand Community College
before entering sangamon State University as an undergraduate major in
the history program.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The mamuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without ion in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.




Stan Catherwood, Octcber 31, 1986, Springfield, Illinois.
Steve Bolin, Interviewer.

Q: Could you give us your name please?
A: Alfred Stanley Catherwood.

Q: Okay, Mr. Catherwood, could you also give us your birthdate
please?

A: I was born on November 6, 1921, at Springfield, Illinois.
Q: Could you give us your parents' names?

A: It was Dolly A. Catherwood and John Hugh Catherwood. My father
was the seventh in line with the name of John Hugh.

Q: Okay. That was my second question, I was going to ask you, if
there was any traditional name in your family. -

A: Well there is. My grandson named John, he was named after my
brother Joahn Hugh Catherwood.

Q: Do you remember your parents' birthdates?

A: No, I don't.

Q: You don't?

A: I'll soon be 65 years old in two weeks, or one week rather, and at
this time I don't remember. I think that my father was ten years
older than my mother. I think she was born in 1888, and that would
make my father's birthdate ten years prior to that.

Q: Okay. Do you know where they were born?

éityﬁe was born in Springfield, Illinois, and she was born in Cora
Q: Is that in Illinois?

A: Yes,

Q: Now do you know how they met? Do you remember?
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A: Well,Ireallydm'thmexactlyhawtheymt,hxttheyhada
friend Myrtle Coffee that was a friend of her's until the time she
died. But, I actually don't remember.

Q: Did you know when they married?

A: Tt was 1918 but I don't remember the exact date of either.

Q: Do you remember your grardparents' names?

A: They was Dolly--pardon me. It was . . .

Q: You can't remember right not?

A: T don't remenber.

Q: Okay, that's fine. Did you have any brothers or sisters?

A: Ch yes, I had a brother named Jochn Hugh.

Q: Was he the first born?

A: VYes.

Q: Okay. Do you know when he was born?

A: February 14, 1919.

Q: Do you have any other brothers or sisters?

A: No, I had one sister named Bonnie Faye.

Q: Do you know when she was born?

2; She was born in 1927, but actually I don't remember the exact
te.

Q: And so you were the second oldest of the children in your family?
A: Yes, I was.
Q: Okay. What do you know about your family's surname-—Catherwood?

A: Well, it originally is Scottish and—once we were over to . . .
(tape stopped) It was in Invermess, Scotland.

Q: Is there anything else you remember about your name?

A: At the point there was a castle named in honor of them. And the

reason I know that is, a distant cousin of mine, of Scotty--or English
descent, told me about that. We never knew about it until the time we
got back~-I contacted him by wire. And then he said, "If you'd been

in Inverness you was within five miles of that castle." So I never

did see it at that time.
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Q: So, you went to visit in Scotland?

A: Yes. I've been there four times. (laughs)
Q: Four times? When was the last time you went?
A: Three years ago.

Q: Three years ago?

A: Yes.

Q: Okay, so you have scme ties with your family or with anybody over
in Scotland?

A: Well, no—just good friends.

Q: Good friends, ckay. Does the name Catherwood have any significant
meaning?

A: Yes, it means . . . there's a certain meaning. It means the . . .
I don't remember.

Q: You can't remember right now. Well, we can always come back to
that.

A: Surely.
Q: So your family wasn't really a large family?

A: No, there was only 26 of us in the United States by——we contacted
a local . . . well, they was a local--it tells where you were horn and
all that, but . . .

Q¢ A genealogical society?

A: Yes, yes.

Q: Okay, sure., Do you ever have reunions with your family?
A: No, but the only rewmnion we have is with my ship.

Q: Now you said you were born in Springfield—where exactly did you
grow up?

A: I lived the first years of my life in Chester, Illincis., It was
the home of Popeye. The fellow that originated Popeye was a
theater--he cperated a theater. Itwasmtheolddayswhenltvmld
be maybe five cents would get you into a movie. You had to climb up
the steps, and they were chairs—-you would sit there and we would
watch the movie. And Elze Seger used to grind out these films as they
were being shown. But, we had one kid named Dodo Kever. (laughs) He
was a little bitty fellow, and-—so everyone thought the world of
him--and he would always sit in the front row and he would read off
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what the person was saying. So, we had movies—talking movies before
anyone. (laughter)

Q: So, they had--it was subtitles?

A: Yes.

Q: Now were these movies or cartoons?
A: Well, mainly movies.

Q: Movies?

A: Yes.

Q: You said the person that did Popeye was there? Was that the
cartoon ?

A: Yes, yes. He was the originator of Popeye--in other words. You
crossed the bridge, and you see in Illinois there's a Popeye statue
made of bronze. It stands about six feet tall and says, "Chester,
Illinois, welcame to the land of Popeye." And everything else is
all--Popeye is the one thing that was interesting about it.

Popeye was—-well he originally--well he left Chester broke. He was
not nearly well-to-do as he would be later en. But his niece was in
my class. In the first grade we remember her. The poor little thing
she was always down trodden. She was the worst kid in school--ag far
as looks goes, but you would never knew that she had a rich uncle.
Q: Do you remember her uncle's name?

A: Elze.

Q: And what was her name? Do you remember?

A: That's a few years back, I don't know.

Q: And do you remember har husband's name?

A: No, I don't.

Q: Okay.

A: See it was in the first grade.

Q: Yes, that was a long time ago.

A: That was a good long time ago . . . (laughs)

Q: Okay, could--go ahead.

A: Everyone tries to remember their first grade teacher, but mine was

Procter [Potter]. She was a first grade teacher at Pleasant Hill or
Chester Grade School. Her uncle—her husband rather was guard at the
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prison. It seemed like most of the few pecple that amounted to
anything--had a [job as] guard at the prison.

There was such a few amount of industries there. They lived there

until many years afterward. But, I don't know how many of them are
still alive, or what they are doing. You know they say that one out
of all--every bunch would amount to samething, but I don't know which
one it would be.

Q: Okay. Where exactly is Chester in Illinois?

A: Chester is about 160 miles south of Springfield. It was on the
Mississippi River, and we would watch the steamboats come in. We
would go hame and announce that there was going to be a showboat that
night. And always pulled--two boats would pull the thing alorg,
and they had te a show because there was—-well about fifty years
ago now, and you can imagine the things that would take place then
that would not take place today.

There was no television. We had one of the first wireless radios
around here, and we had a hundred and fifty foot antemna on it. We
would get KNX Los Angeles, California, and, of course WIS Chicago.
But peocple would cane from around to listen to Dad's old radio. It
had a long speaker like that to it (motions with hands) and dials, and

Q: Now the speaker would curve up like a megaphone?
A: Yes.
Q: Okay. Now—-so Chester was a small town?

A: 1t was very small. But, all my ancestors grew up there. This
last week I went to a wedding of my-——well, I'll call her a cousin
because that's all that we know each other by (laughs) is cousins.
But, the one that was--ghe was being married--there was over a
thousand people at the wedding, and it was a beautiful wedding. She
went to Honolulu, Hawaii on her honeymoon.

Q: Now you were saying about Chester, it was on the river so did they
have a lot of--was a lot of the comerce river business?

A: Well, not much. There was some barge traffic in there, but mostly
ganiarxigmelmtoftlmriver—-arﬂ, of course we had to look out
or floods.

In 1927, I remember a flood that was terrible. Dead horses came
floating down the river as well as many animals. And it was
quite—the thing. But, as far as your eye could see was water. I saw
a packed boat go up to scme upstairs windows and rescue scme pecple
aut of their abode, and take them to safety. But that ground was
three miles from what the river was.

Q: So that was a pretty bad flood?
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A: Yes, it was.
Q: Now did it flood regularly but not as much?

A: No, that was the only one that I remember. This year there was
same flooding, but nothing as bad as that.

Q: You also mentioned something about a penitentiary. Was there a
penitentiary in the area?

A: ©Oh yes. There was the Scuthern Illinois Penitentiary there. And
my father worked there as a quard at Number One Guard House. But . .
Q: And you said that many pecple in the area were employed there?
A: Yes.

Q: Okay. So that was probably the major . . .

A: Yes, it was. In that and the shoe factory.

Q: Shoe factory?

A: Yes, and the knitting mill.

Q: What was the name of it?

A: Knitting mill. You know where they make silk stockings.

Q: Do you remember the names of those businesses?

A: International Shoe Factory . . .

Q: Now did you know anyone that worked there, anybody in your family
work there?

A: Myomndaddid. . .

Q: He did . . . and do you remember the name of the knitting factory?
A: No, I don't. Rodney Miligan was employed there.

Q: Who was Rodney?

A! He was a distant relation of mine. But, I understand that he is
either dying or has died. He's at the point of death right now.

Q: Now we are talking primarily about the 1920s and maybe thirties
here. what was it like living in that time period? Do you remember?

A: Well, my father died when my sister was only three years old, I
was eight, and my brother was nine or twelve years old. At that time
we had one thousand dollars to live on, and no jobs available. We
stayed there until--November 18 is when he died--until Jamuary 1 of




Stan Catherwood 7

that coming year. Then we came to Springfield, Illinois. But, the
odd place of this was Griffe's—Griffe's was the ones that moved us.
We called them, they spent their time going down there and getting all
of the furniture loaded and moving us back, and moving us into this
place for one hundred dollars. That was three men that did that.

Well, after we was getting ready to move in we went across the street
and I asked if we could use their telephone. We said, we want to call
Griffe's. "Boy, you mean right over there?" And he lived ocne street
across from us—-no, one street across. So, it was odd how he moved us
real close.

Q: Now who was Griffe?

A: They was a firm that moved pecple.

Q: Okay, and that was a Springfield firm?

A: Yes,

Q: And they helped your family move up here?

A: Yes. But after that we had to try to get jobs that--a quarter a
day, or samething like that-—something to mow the lawns or rake
leaves, I forget now the name of the person that I did do that, but
ghe was a good perscn. But, I walked all the way across town in
order--well, it was about, let's see about four miles at least in
order to get the job. We would come home with that and we would have
encugh money. So we could stop at the store and we would buy
hamburger and buns or samething like that, and my mother would make
gravy. And that way provided us for supper.

Q: It sounded like you really liked the gravy. (laughter)

A: Well, I love it yet,

Q: So you and your brother John would take on odd jobs to help
support your family?

At Yes. We later on—he had a job at the Orpheum Theater as an
usher. But I said, "Well, I'm going to get one too." Well, we worked
there for about four years, and at that time we were in high school.
We worked twenty-eight, thirty hours for four dollars. We would see
any show in town that was the good part of it.

Q: What year was that? Do you remember?

A: 1936 until 1940, and at that time I graduated from Lanphier High
School.

Q: Now did your brother go to school too?
A: Yes, he went to Springfield [High School]..
Q: Really, was there a reason for going to different schools?
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A: No.

Q: Just the way it turned ocut?

A: I figured I could make it there a little easier. (laughter)

Q: Okay. Now did your sister go to school any?

A: Shehadeum.xghbrainstogatherdagreefrancollege She went
to—where the Catholic Seminary, what is it call? [On] North Fifth
Street?

Q: Ursuline.

A: No, it's right next door to that. Sprirgfield Junior College.
Q: Okay.

A: VYes.

Q: And what did she get her degree in?

A: Well, husiness management., Iater on she went to Urbana, it's
right next to . . .

Q: Bloamington?

A: Yes, that's the one.

Q: Okay.

A: Amd she got her teaching degree. But at that time we were
beginrdngtoseewheremrmxtmalwascanugfrcm (cries) But we

had a car, it was samething that could get us around. It was a Model
A Ford--not Model A, Model T.

Q: Model T Ford, ckay. Amd do you remember what year it was?
A: 1928, yes, I remember that.
Q: So did your mother ever work?

A: She worked doing housework and also at the Springfield Hospital.
Shemrkadforadollaradayardﬂmeytookmtbnentycentsfor
riding the bus. That made her eighty cents a day. And we never did
get on relief. Was a few people that actually had that. We was bound
and determined was was going to make it.

Q: Well, that's good. What stands ocut in your memory about the
Depression’

A: Well, I remember Hoover. He was here for the Abe Lincoln's
dedication. It was quite a large ceremony. But then Roosevelt came
along and everybody was for Roosavelt.
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Q: Now you said Hoover was in town for the Lincoln--was that the
Lincoln Tomb dedication?

A: VYes.

Q: Could you give us an example of what you would do during the day?
Iet's say you were in high school and it's during the Depression, what
would you do? What would be your daily routine?

A: Well, T worked for my lunch. Which practically every one of us
had to do. But, George E. Stickney, a wonderful fellow had six kids
that he persanally saw to it that they had lunch. There was many
others that would have to go home and they would be late or something
like that. That's all right they would make it back. But many a
time, before I got the job—preparing lunch--I was forced to work. I
was actually—I had five cents a day for my lunch, but the most thing
you could buy was crackers. (laughs)

Q: Could you describe the cracker? Was it just a regular Saltine?

A: They were imitation. (laughs) They was a box about four by five
inchesi long and about one inch wide. You could get those for one for
five cents.

Q: So when you would get up in the morning would you go to work or go
to echool first or . . .

A: Well, T went to school and T had to walk to school. I would get
off at 3:30 p.m. and head for the Orphewm. I would go to work there
at four o'clock or 4:30 p.m. and work until 9:30 at night. And I
could see any picture in town. (laughter)

But cne thing I want to bring out was this. My mother and sister were
great lovers of Jearmette MacDonald and Nelscn Eddy. I saw the
picture and the floor layout, and I picked cut the best seats in the
theater for them. Center aisle, row three, the first two seats, and
that cost me four dollars apiece. (cries) So that took up one half
of my-~I had to work for two weeks for this. But my mother and my
sister would~--they thought that was really wonderful. (cries)

Q: Now you said Janet [Jearmnette] MacDonald and BEddie Nelson [Nelson
Eddy] were they mmj:m?

A: Yes, were by far the greatest of them. They were—mezzo
scprano I was her title. It was so beautiful. I have two of
the records around here.

Q: Now where exactly is the Orpheum Theater located?

A: The Orpheum Theater was located at Fifth and Jefferson. It's
since been torn down for the Illinois or the Marine Bank.

Q: Ckay, I think I know that area. Now was there a lot of big name
entertaimment coming to the Orpheum?




o ok el ——

Stan Catherwood 10

A: Oh yes! We had all the big entertainers. Dick Powell, and there
was the Three Stoocges. They were there in person and they would make
such a boo~boo out of the person, people wauld come up to us ard say,
"Can you keep those fellows quiet?" You would have to tell them they
were the next act on. (lawhter)

Q: So I bet you that was probably exciting working there?
A: Yes, and I saw Blackstone, the magician.
Q: Now what area of town was the main active area of Springfield?

A: That was the active area, all the theaters were in there. There
was the Orpheum, the Strand, Tivoli, the Roxy and the Lincoln. All
those pictures——-you could go to a picture show in the afternoon, and
you saw everything that you could imagine, you know. And it included
the~~you got in for thirty-three cents. You had a worderful seat and
the theater would hold three thousand seven hurdred and fifty people.

Q: Now that was the Orpheum?

A: Yes. That was the biggest theater in town. We had to go to
school for three weeks or two weeks in order to be an usher. You had
to give hand signals: you had to ask what time it was; how many seats
are on your aisle; how many were in the front, the back, the center;
and you could ask any question.

Q: And that's with hand signals?
A: Yes. BRut the . . .
Q: Now did you have to wear a special uniform?

A: Oh yes. Oh it was quite a deal. (laughs. But Governor
Horner—he used to come there. He would take "You want to go
to the Orpheum?" He'd bring up maybe forty or fifty kids, and all of
them—he would pay for everyone of them. And they would all behave
themselves.

Q: Well, I would like to know a little more about your parents. Do
you know how much schooling your parents had?

mother had an eighth grade education, but it was odd how
, she wauld be at my sister's reunion or samething like that
arﬂsmuvmldaskhar, "What college did you attend?" She had a
wonderful accent or vocalkulary.

Q: So she was a very intelligent woman?

A: Yes. My father was well educated in math, I remember that. I was
only six, oreightyearsoldwhenhedied,ardofcmmemanythmgs
you can release.

Q: Now when you were growing up did your family move around to
different places?
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A: We moved to 117 North Daniel. It's over here, a couple of streets
over here. But we bought that place—-three hundred or three thousand
dollars. It was all the place you had to buy--was three thousand

dollars bought everything. It was hardwood floors, ard it was, well,
it was =0 many times that so many people lost their houses because of

the Depression.
Q: And what year did you move there?

A: We lived there about eight years——no, about seven years. Until

Peter Vrerdenberg said we had lost or had used up all of our equity in
it., So we had to move on. 2And we moved from there--we were getting a
little better off. My mom was working at the Sangamo Electric at that
time. And we moved into 147 South Wesley. We lived there about . . .

End of Side One, Tape One

Q: Okay, we were talking about your family moving from North Daniels
to 147 South Wesley--you want to pick up on that?

A: Well, nothing much happened at that place, except maybe--no, I
don't believe anything just happened. But we moved across the street,
just to 152 South Wesley. And at that time the war came along. I was
out of high school ard so was my brother. We were working at—-<he
worked for Weaver's Manufacturing Company, I worked for AC--Allis
Chalmers. I worked there for forty-five or thirty-five years. I was
there about a year and a half.

You'll go to the mailbox at that time thinking that some day you'll
pull out the greetings from the President. I pulled that out and I
was in--I was joining the Navy within two weeks. And my brother also
joined. And then I was in a cambat area, it was supposedly secret,
but T can tell it now. I was in the Beach Battalion—-how to kill a
man with your bare hands.

Q: And this was in the Nawvy?

A: Yes. We were supposed to be going to North Africa, but they tock
about half of the burnch ard they left the other bunch as a reserve.
But, they had bad luck with them and so they never called us. And so,
after that time I was on the USS Windsor. I got pneumonia (laughs)
and nearly kicked the bucket. (laughs) And then after I got cut I
came hame and I went back to Norfolk, Virginia. But, I was there just
a short time, was—~about two weeks at the most, and then I got a
call for the USS Tide. As the truck was dropping off sailors I was
the last one of the bunch, and I looked at it-—and nobody told me what
the Tide was. I got off and they were rolling cut the boiler ocut
there, and they'd blown the boiler. It was a diesel powered ship, but
the boiler was for steam heat all over.

But at that time we, well we were on that at five o'clock cne evening,
and midnight we were underway for Charleston, South Carolina. 2nd,
nobody told us a thing. I was appointed qun pointer ona 20mm . . .



























































































































































































