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&orge L. Cashnan, F e h r y  16, 1972, Springfield, Illinois. 

Q: Before we begin w i t h  the other questions, I'd like to EP1w a little 
bit abut backgraead. 

Q: b h a  did yau kc- custodian? 

A: I'm a little bit &a£ so you'll have to , . . 
Q: M m  did ycu becmre curator? 

A: In 1951, 

Q: HrJw many other custodians have there ken? 

Q: Foucr. And uho have they been? 

A: %re =re C a m 1  P e r ,  Major Edward Johnson, Herbert k11s Fay, and 
for a short period Mr. Fay's son, and then myself. 

Q: k t  exactly are the duties of the custodian? 

A: kll, prinarily it's a matter of s u p e d h  and ~ t ~ t i o n  of the 
guides in Wncoln history, particularly as it p e r t a h  to the tclmb itself 
and in other wrds v r a l  supervision, 

Q: ken  visitors cclare each year, &at question do they -st often ask? 

A: Well, to be a little facetious, I'll tell yzxl the most, '%here are 
the restrocms?'' 

Q: Besideas that? 

A: kll, the question quote often is, 'Wlexe and d ~ y  isn't Robert Todd 
U o l n  M e d  here?" And the ansmr to that: is that Robert is h i e d  at 
the Natfonal Cemetery at Arlington, Virginia, at the request of his a m  
family--his o m  wife. And they frequently mnt to knm what (Lincoln's] 
children died of and, of couzse, the s e d  child, &bard, died of black 
diphtheria and the third child, MLlliam, died of p m m m i a  and the fourth 
child, Tkms, or Tad as he m s  called, died of dmpsy of the chest. And 
Robert, the first child lived to be 83 years old and died of the complications 



of old age, In regard to the tcmb itself, quite frequently they want [to 
know] hrxJ rmch the structure cost, ell,  the original construction cost 
was abut me-hundred eighty thousand dollars and they ask also how m s  
the wney raised. k11, the mnq wts raised by popular subscription 
throvgzlwt the country, Ihe association that m s  f omd at the time of 
Umoln's death, know as the National Lincoln bbmmmt Association, *re 
responsible for the a c d  construction of the tomb, 'Ihey raised the 
wney and maintained the tcmb until 1895. At that time, the f o m r  
p e m r  of the state of Illinois, Richard J. Oglesby, was the last 
surviving member of the association, deeded the property to the state of 
Illinois by mans of a simple agreement. 

Prohlably mother question which has to deal with sanrz of these other 
thiqp--for instance, &at wuld I, in  my opinion, say h t  d e  Uncoln 
great? k11, I fxequently say that you can sift thraa@ the tangibles 
and the intangibles and ylou may determine many factors. But it is doubtful 
if any complete anser can be resolved. bk do knaw that Lincoln, the 
naw 'Lincoln', is  forever l i d e d  w i t h  r i m k i d ' s  eternal struggle for 
freedm In the intensely dramatic character of the issue which d r o n t e d  
Lincoln as President of the kited States and his extraordinary presence 
and personality of the mn himelf and his tragic death at the very h r  
of fulf illmt , all of these things contrived to give him unqualif id 
recognition which is not almys the reward of even s u p r e  s t a t e m .  
Lincoln, I  think today in the hagination of his countrymen is probably 
[remembered] wre vividly than any other great b r i m .  And the essential 
reason is the old and simple ---he w s  a genuinely great man who rose 
to mzet a great crisis, It was a crisis which canted the m i v a l  of 
the nation and our replblican form of goverrment. Wncoln m s  a tragic 
figure, and he had the roisfortum to c m e  u p  the national scene at a 
t b  of bloody hatreds and perhaps no rn in our history has ever k e n  
confronted w i t h  the mst awsam situation that faced him u p n  his elwatim 
to the Presidency. I think al l  of those things taken into consideration 
determine that Lincoln was a great  ram primarily thmt& the processes of 
his am persondlity, 

Q: khat are s m  of the mst popllar myths that surround the t d  here? 

Q: k11, I frankly Qn't feel that there are m y  myths connected with 
the tanb itself. Of couzse, there are untold myths cancemfig Lincoln, 
k t  if p mt to considex s w  of the things that have happened such as 
the attempt to steal Lincoln's body which m s  no myth. It actually 
happened, 'Ihen w get into an entirely different type of interest, 
Ksitors frequently request -re Fnfonnatim abut,  they b e  a gerreral 
lacrwledge pezhaps bt they don't knw s a m  of the &tails concerning 
t h e  things. 

O f  cawse, in the early days after Lincoln's death the myths that e r e  
prevalent at  that the  wm the fact that: J o h  Ulkes Booth, the assassin, 
was never qtured, that he lived to a ripe old age in the state of 
Ok1aha-m under a false narae. A l l  of thse things have absolutely basis 
in fact, Wzt a£ter the a t t q t  to steal the body was made pblic, it vas 
wll-knom, then these questions arise. b Lincoln's 'body stolen? 
it ever returned to the tmb? Or, who's krried here in the place of 



Lincoln? We heax those kinds of things--you don't hear than very often, 
ht nevertheless you hear them often em@. Y w  realize that people 
don't have too n u 5  positive info'13118th. It's always been ny feeling 
that if  you can't Qcmt a statemnt, why cbn't raake it. So, I've 
alwys felt that it was my duty t o  scm extent at  least to  t ry  to  plt 
people's minds at ease a b u t  sane of these myths that have been prevalent 
in their thbking. 

And, of course, the mst ridiculous one of a l l  is the Arrn Rutledge myth. 

Ann Rutledge was a girl who lived at New Saleon for a short period of the 
at the same t h  that Uncoln lived them. And *re w s  no dnubt that 
Lincoln was familiar and acquainted with Ann Rutlsdge. But them is 
absolutely no question, at least in my mind, and in the mind of a great 
many other historians that, he had no anotional irnrolvent with the 
girl. In all of his writings, i n  all of his let ters,  there is absolutely 
w mtim of Ann Rutledge althm& he frequently =timed New Salan, 
If it had not ken for M1li.m Herndon a o  nrjs L;Fncolnls law partner in 
the last years of Lhcoln's life i n  Springfield, this name Ann Rutlee 
d d  never have been h a m ,  

Q: I 've even heard the story that Liincoln's body WAS buried in a 
shed for t w  Fars . . . 
A: Cb, yes. People clrme here and t e l l  me that they hew that Lincoln 
uas 'buried at sea. (laughter) And another me was that his body had 
ken cre~~ted. I don't knm i f  they had cr-tion in those days or not, 
kt myhw . . . I know the Indians, saoe Indians have crmated bodies, 
kt . , . So there's all  kinds of things, and . . . I read one statement 
ride by a minister that he had baptized k o l n  in a creek m a r  Spring£ield, 

Q: There amst be many sto&s you can relate that have h a p p e d  around 
here that people, the things they do . . . 
A: ell, that's me of the questions that people have asked-they don't 
sean to, haven't heard that for a long the, but: nevertheless for a time 
there, w heard the question, "Is Abrahan Lincoln's original body here?'' 
But scrrre of the stories that are told . . . people corrr; in and they t e l l  
you stories. old gentlaan cane in one day and he's standing there 
in the rotunda. QI his my out he turned a r d  and he pointed a t  the 
statue of Lincoln and he said, "I 'm related to that man.'' And I said, 
'%hat is youx relationship to  Mr. Lincoln." Ha said, ' 3  'm the direct 
descendant of Psln Ebtledlge." I 'rn sure the Rutldge family muld like to  
know about that. Thenone other gentleman came in me day andhe said, 
"You know," he says, ''I've been a l i t t l e  bit  curious abut scmethiryg." 
kh said, "I read sanaJhere in a book that Abraham Lincoln m s  Wed with 
his hat on." (laughter) I said, "I'd like to  read that bock," Then a 
lady stopped me one tinre out there in front and she said, 'T 'd like to  
ask a question." I said, 'my, certainly, I'd be glad to answer if I 
can.=% ycu think that Abrahan Lkroln wuld have been h i e d  . . . 
no, if Abraham Uncoln had not been Wried here, wuld he have been 
W e d  srme other place?" Well, that left noe stunpled for a minute to 

just wactly hrYw to amvier that question. 'bdy," I said, ''It's 
just custaaary," And you knm, I can think of s m  of these things 
s a m e t h ~ ~  and srmetims they s l i p  by me. 
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One day I was out in the buzrial chder lecturing a group of school kids. 
ken I got through, there ws an old gentleman standling there. Wen I 
got al l  through and the kids went out, and the old ram writ out with 
them. lhen all of a sudden back he csrrre, Ite said, "I'd like to  knm why 
you can atand up there," he said, ''with a straight face and lie to those 
kids," I said, "Sir, I'm not aware of the fact that I had lied to the 
kids, %re in my talk did I create a false impression?'' He said, 'You 
said that Mary Todd Lincoln was h i e d  in the crypt, and I l a w  ktter." 
I said, "11, that's interesting. bh&e is she burled?" "I don't knaw 
where she 's W e d ,  k t  she 's not buried h=, She and Ahe didn't et 
along together, and she 'wouldn't be hrkd in the same place with him." 

I think m e  of the cutest things that happened MIS a l i t t l e  kid tazo caw 
in with another little b y  abut his s i z e  I talked to them a l i t t l e  bit  
out front there, just talked to  than, 'lhe l i t t l e  boy staxted thr- the 
corridor, and the other l i t t l e  boy ran back to me and he says, "He's my 
cousin!'' I said, %s?" said, "He's a rebel ," he says, "ht you 
can't sboot him b e w e  the mr's over.'' (laughter) 

The question is ''Has Lincoln's influence increased or decreased; does he 
still remain a source of inspiration?" I think the bst answer to  that 
is that when I came here 21 years ago, the total attendance at the tomb 
was about 330,000 for the year. Since that t h ,  it 's more than doubled, 
I thbk that is because the people have a l i t t l e  more leisure perhaps 
t b  they had years ago and are a little more inclined to visit various 
historical spots. But the Lhcoln shrines are a drawing card for those 
pople,  of dmn m y  be dedicated to the Lincoln tradition, Others, 
of caurse, are here just out of curiosity, E f u t  r thixtk that in the 
general m e ,  that Lincoln's inspiration to the people today is greater 
than it's ever been. 

Q: k t  do you man you say "the Lincoln tradition?" h t  do you 
mean by that eltactly? 

A: I£ you assme that tk plblic has read amugh history to  get a reasonably 
good picture of Lincoln's life, his principles, his s t a t a m t s ,  and his 
actirxls, I think that ylou find that people are h l l lned  to relate to  
those principles. It is a ~Al-knom fact that In the political years, 
especially the presidential election years, that a l l  aspirants fox public 
office are very rmch inclined to  quote Uoln--Republican or Demacrat or 
Independent, for that matter. So, these people are performing i n  these 
quotations that they're performing a service. 'Ihey 're making the people 
amre of things that perhaps they'd never thm&t of before, And I think 
that's imprtant, & have never eulogized a man in tNa country mre 
than t ~ e  b e  eulogized Lincoln. Of the tw great n m  that e r e  ever born 
on this contimnt, &shhgmn and Lincoln, both of *an were brn under 
extremely different circuastames--L;Lncoln [kshingtml born to  luxury or 
aristocratic luxury, I should say, FJhile Wncoln was born in the school 
of hard knnck%. Yet, they each had very much the sanre devotion to  principles. 
So that I d d  say that as I just rrrentioned tbt the tw greatest mm 
born on this continent were k s h b g t o n  and Uncoln. 

Q: hhy do yau think that Lincoln has probably overshadad k h i n g t o n  
tww? 



A: b11, one thing because of the distance in  the. %'re a great deal 
closer to Lincoln and the Wncoln era than w are to Whington. Ihmer, 
w prhapa are inclined to k a little mre canted w i t h  fj,ncoln because 
~ u e  are in this area which is Lincoln country. Ncrw, in the East you'll 
find a great many of the people there wnsider &shingtm to a greater 
extent than they do Lincoln because they're in the area, I think that 
other than the distance in time, that pu ' l l  find different areas of the 
country have their o m  prmhmt, more prcndrent hemes, Ancl of course 
in the East, New @land especially and the Atlantic Coast, they have the 
greatest tradition of any of the states. Far mre history ujs written 
there than it was in any other part of the country. So for that reason, 
I think you'd find in New England, Virginia, and so forth that mre 
consideration, mxe thou&t is given to  bshbgton than to Wncoln. 

Q: &cause there prohably is less heritage here. In other wrds, ='re 
clinging to Lincoln because w do have Lincoln, e cl- all the stronger 
to  Lincoln. 

A: Yes, to a great extent that's true, 

Q: %re is a very mysteriaus feeling when you caae here or even go to 
the  ha^. And when people t r y  to *lain the feeling, they can't explain 
the feeling. 

A: No, I don't think they can. It's one of those thugs  that's of 
emotional substance, and it d d  k pretty difficult I thbk  to put that 
actual feeling into mrds. I kncw it wuld be for me. Let me gkve you 
an example of--al-t inpossible to understand the situation, k t  e e k ,  
or tw meks ago, I had a phone call fran b w  Jersey Era a nran who told 
re his wife had just did, k11, I knew the f d l y ,  I knewthe wife, and 
she out here last sumner. She had m relatives, no connection 
whatsoeyer w i t h  Springfield or the state of Illinois, and purchase tm 
burial lots wer here in the mtery ,  And she was to be bufied there 
when she died, Well, ~ C Y W  as I said, they have no connection here in 
Sprhgfield at all. l41e1-1 be phoned m, he asked UE to make the £merit 
amangernents for him, which I did. Ad the body m s  flm out here and 
hried right aver here east of the tuub. lhat was her love for Lincoln. 
Now, if ycw can analyze the situation, I can't* 

Q: Zhat is z d l y  strange. 

A: So hew d d  yau explain people's attitudes? I don't ~ ( J w ,  

Q: k n  T. Harry William was here, he told rae that this lady he knew 
carre out here to the tcmb . . . 
A: Oh, she's been here* 

Q: , . . and then she said *en she came she cried, She didn't IeuJw 
why she cried. She said she lwed Ldxoln, she said, lxlt she didn't know 
why. She can't explain it. 

A : ell, I '11 tell you another orre that may surprise p u  even mre. I 
can't tell yw what year it was, Zxlt an*, Sukarno, ~ I O  ruled Indonesia 
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came here. Came out Zran the hrial m r  them and he b e d  his head 
in silem prayer for about tm full minutes. Wen he turned there =re 
tears in hie eyes, Nm that was a remarkable thing for a mfin like S1Tkam 
and what he represented. 

A: b s  . But, of course, I 've never been in &rope so I don't knuu fran 
first a. But many people have told nrre that visit Rmpe, they're 
asked ENer there, '%re do you care frm?" "Frm Springfield, Illhis." 
"Oh, that's e r e  Mr. Lincoln's ham? ma." And I knuw that the foreQpers 
who come here seem to have a great deal mre reverence--not all of tham 
k t  s m .  We've had some of the leaders of these new AErican =publics 
cam to Springfield-and t~ rmst recognize tht~ fact that Springfield is 
out of the my of everything-and if they cane here, they cclnre here 
kcause of f;lru=oln. Asmsnhg they have a lot of b i n e a s  here, 

&d of Side h e ,  Tape C;hne 

Q: bat effect do you think cum-ercfalism has had on the Uncoln legend? 

A: b11, I t h i k  rn mst recognize the fact that cmrnercialiam of al l  
phases of this type is a my of life nnw, O f  course, as far as the tanb 
itself is concerrted there naturally is no camrercialism connected w i t h  
it. Eut that's quite a different story as Ear as the city of Springfield 
is c o n c e d .  I think that WE are rmch concerned with camrercialism 
&ich to rscme extent is necessary for the maintenance of historic sites, 
Probably the greatest-at least that I have ever visited-place of 
cmrcialfsm is Gettysburg, Permsylvania. 'hey eAst on it, %re's 
practically there but ccmnercialism. To a lesser extent Williaarrsburg, 
also. But I thtr3r that te rmst r e c q p h  the fact that mmy of these 
places d d  not mdst if capmercialism w s  not permitted within a reasonable 
distance of the particular histor ic  mnment or eite. 

Q: I think kwSalemwould be a &  example of that, don't p thi&? 

A: Yes, I t h i k  New Salem w u l d  be. It's the first thing to do &en p u  
get up to the village is run into the cmrcial  establiehnent wen 
befaze you have the opportunity to see the village. 

Q: So it's really hard to get away fran carmrcialf an in really anything 
actually, 

A: Yes, that'8 right. I think to sane extent i t 's  necessary that WE 
have it. But I think that it should be gcrverned. I think that tihat 
they're doing at the Uncoln hme to eliminate ccrrmercialism in that 
particular area is a fine thing, and I hop they succeed in doing it, 
which I 'm sure they will. kt that does not alter the fact that w 've 
spent hundreds of thatsands of dollars wery year to bring people here 
hecause w expect a revenue frm it. 
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Q: I think it's taken in mre than just the Uncoln shrines, too. If 
yau loolr in the paper you'll see advertiserrrents, car advertisemmts that 
if Lincoln =re still living he'd be a car sdewnan and . . . 

I A: Yes, that's ri&t, yes, 

Q: I think that's a l i t t l e  e x m e .  I just mndered, hrrw do you feel 
about Ulings like that--that's a little different , . . 
A: klf, I thirk in scme instances that the use of the m Lincoln for 
a ccmsrercial establistmmt is perfectly all ri&t depending on the character 
of the eetablishnent, I wuld hate to see sarrebody open a barroan and 
call it 'Zincoln Salocmn" or sawthing like that. But I thidc that within 
reasonable limits that the use of the nam i s  perfectly al l  rigb.t. 

Q: I 'd like to knuw a little mre abut the atteoopt to steal Ldmoln's 
body jut for the record so w bcw exactly d m t  really did happn because 
that is kind of a subject that no one seem to really l aw,  

A: b11, the only physical attempt to steal Linmln's body oaurrd on 
Nuvmbew 7, 1876, The culprits in the adventure e r e  counterfeiters fran 
Chicago dm had lost the use of their engraver bcause he =a serving a 
term in the state penitentiary for making counterfeit plates, And these 
tm cmterkiter~ e r e  rmning out of money, both good and h d ,  'Ihey 
conceived the idea of coming to Springfield and stealing kincoln's body 
and conveying it to  the sand dums of Indiana *re they =re to hide it 
in the shifting sands. But they w i l d  well mark the spot in saw my so 
that they wuld be able to find it again. And when the hue and cry died 
d m ,  they m l d  take a third person as an irmocent bystander who w d d  
care to Springfield and say that he had been approached, that the body 
d d  4 retumd upon the payment of $200,000 ransan and the release of 
tbe engraver frm prison. 

b y  came here on the night of November 7-0- tm counterfeiters and a 
third man whan they had taken into their canfidence, Zhe third man 
happrred to be dewtized Into  the secret sewice for the purpose of 
getting information as to their mterfeiting operatims, And when this 
props i t ion  was put to him, k agreed to go along w i t h  it, And then he 
hmdiately notLEid his superiors to the effect that this plan had been 
made. So when they cam here on the night of banbe r  7-- i t  a s  a dark 
monless night-they cam out here at the tanb and opmd the door in the 
brial b b e r ,  and had pried open the sarcophagus a i c h  held Lifu~oln's 
body and mrved the coffin out about eighteen inches. The third mn =s 
then sent to the east gate of the cemetery where there *as supposed to 
have been a horse and wagon w d t i q .  SO he wmt d m  t m r d  the east 
gate, but actually cf rcld a x d  the hill and cam up in front of the 
tcmb of the rotunda--at that tim called bkmrial Hall--and signaled to 
the secret-service nrtn =re miting on the W i d e ,  

Naw there m no m y  of going thr@ the tanb at that time; you had to 
go cut aroul?d the outside of the t a b  in order to go to the hzrial chamber, 
So as scan as they *re notified, they roade their run a r d  the tanb to 
the lxlrfaL chamber, and discwered it q t y .  'Xhat is as fax as the 
counterfeiters -re concerned because the counterfeiters had gone a 






