
Preface 

This subjec t -or ien ted  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir is  t h e  product of tape-recorded 
in te rv iews  conducted by John W .  Rieken i n  t h e  l a t e  f a l l  of 1983. John 
Rieken t r ansc r ibed  and e d i t e d  t h e  t apes  and, a f t e r  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  were 
reviewed by Larry Carr ,  Linda J e t t  prepared the  t r a n s c r i p t .  

The sub jec t  of t h e  memoir i s  Larry Carr's experiences i n  t h e  U.S. Navy 
during the  peacetime build-up t o  formal involvement of t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  
World War I1 and during t h e  wartime years  t o  v i c t o r y  i n  1945. 

Larry Carr was born near  Moweaqua, I l l i n o i s ,  i n  September 1920. The Depression 
of t h e  1930s caused t h e  Carr family t o  leave  t h e i r  farm and Larry completed 
h i s  grade and high school  educat ion i n  t he  schools  of Decatur,  I l l i n o i s .  
H e  e n l i s t e d  i n  t h e  U.S. Navy i n  1939. 

Af t e r  boot camp a t  San Diego, Ca l i fo rn i a ,  Carr repor ted  f o r  duty aboard the  
heavy c r u i s e r  U.S.S. Chicago a t  Long Beach, Ca l i fo rn i a .  Aboard t h e  Chicago 
he completed t r a i n i n g  f o r  manning a b a t t l e  s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  number two t u r r e t .  
H i s  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  c r u i s e r ' s  s t r u c t u r e  and func t ioning  g ive  
the  reader  a sense of h i s  p r ide  i n  t he  s h i p  and i n  h i s  having served aboard 
her .  A h i g h l i g h t  of t h e  f i n a l  peacetime years  was a goodwill  t ou r  through 
t h e  South P a c i f i c  made by Cruiser  Div is ion  Five i n  which the  Chicago operated.  

Carr,  aboard t h e  Chicago, by a coincidence was not  subjec ted  t o  t h e  Japanese 
a t t a c k  on P e a r l  Harbor, December 7 ,  1941. The c r u i s e r ,  a s  a component of 
Cruiser  Divis ion Five, had l e f t  t h e  harbor  on a supply mission t o  Midway 
I s l and  the  Friday preceding t h a t  f a t e f u l  Sunday. He recounts  t h e  r e a c t i o n  
of t h e  Chicago's crew t o  t h e  r e p o r t s  of t he  a t t a c k .  

The U.S.S. Chicago, a f t e r  p a r t i a l  r e f i t t i n g  f o r  combat, joined i n  t h e  
build-up of  U.S. f o r c e s  i n  t h e  South Pac i f i c .  Carr expresses  some r e g r e t  
a t  no t  having been i n  t h e  midst of t h e  May 1942 B a t t l e  of t h e  Coral Sea, 
during which t h e  Chicago was p a r t  of an  unsuccessfu l  decoy f o r c e  on t h e  
edge of t he  b a t t l e  zone. In  August 1942, dur ing  t h e  B a t t l e  of Savo I s l a n d ,  
t h e  c r u i s e r  rece ived  a torpedo h i t  which blew away he r  bow. Carr, who was 
"buttoned up" i n  t h e  number two t u r r e t  during the  b a t t l e ,  t e l l s  f e e l i n g l y  
of t h i s  experience. 

The c r u i s e r  managed t o  make p o r t  i n  A u s t r a l i a  where t h e  crew was given 
shore leave  while  a temporary bow was i n s t a l l e d .  Carr r e c a l l s  with warmth 
the  e n t h u s i a s t i c  welcome by the  Aus t r a l i an  people. With the  temporary bow 
i n  place,  t h e  Chicago re turned  t o  San Francisco f o r  a new bow and an overhaul  
t o  f u l l  b a t t l e  readiness .  She departed aga in  f o r  t h e  South P a c i f i c  on New 
Year's Eve 1942. Only t h i r t y  days l a t e r ,  she  was sunk by Japanese torpedo 
bombers o f f  Quadalcanal .  The process  of abandoning s h i p  and, once s a f e l y  
aboard a r a f t ,  t h e  experience of see ing  - h i s  s h i p  po in t  he r  nose high and 
s l i d e  beneath t h e  waters  is  one of Ca r r ' s  most v i v i d  memories. 



Returned t o  Norfolk Naval S t a t i o n ,  V i rg in i a ,  Carr and t h e  o t h e r  surv iv ing  
members of t h e  Chicago's crew were assigned t o  fill out  t h e  inexperienced 
cadre  of t he  newly launched l i g h t  c r u i s e r  U.S.S. Mobile. The navy, tak ing  
advantage of t he  experience of t h e  combat-tested personnel ,  assigned them 
t o  t h e  same p o s i t i o n s  they had he ld  on t h e  l o s t  c r u i s e r .  Carr found himself 
aga in  i n  t he  number two t u r r e t .  

The Mobile proceeded t o  the Centra l  P a c i f i c  and Carr  r e c a l l s  he r  a c t i v i t i e s  
i n  va r ious  ope ra t ions  leading  up t o  t h e  a s s a u l t  on Okinawa. Here Carr was 
badly burned when a  gun i n  h i s  number two t u r r e t  exploded. H e  was moved t o  
a h o s p i t a l  s h i p  which, under a i r  a t t a c k ,  received h i t s ,  one of which wounded 
Carr  again.  H i s  account of t h i s  a t t a c k  is  graphic i n  d e t a i l .  

Ca r r ' s  n a r r a t i o n  c l o s e s  with a  summary of t h e  p r i d e  he f e l t ,  and f e e l s ,  f o r  
t h e  U.S. Navy and h i s  s h i p s ,  t he  Chicago and Mobile, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t he  
former. 

Readers of t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  it is a 
t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  spoken word and t h a t  i n  t h e  in te rv iewing  and e d i t i n g  
the  r e t e n t i o n  of t h e  informal  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  inhe ren t  i n  such 
h i s t o r i c a l  sources was sought.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  is  no t  r e spons ib l e  
f o r  t he  factual accuracy of the  memoir, nor f o r  views expressed the re in ;  
t hese  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  be reproduced 
i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, without  permission 
i n  w r i t i n g  from the  Ora l  His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  
I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Larry Carr ,  November 3, 1983, Blue Mound, I l l i n o i s .  

John Rieken, In te rv iewer .  

Q: Larry, I ' d  l i k e  you t o  simply in t roduce  yourse l f .  T e l l  u s  a l i t t l e  b i t  
about yourself  and your family,  perhaps where you work, how long you've 
been the re ,  and where you h a i l  from. 

A: Thank you, John. It 's n i c e  t o  be he re  ton ight .  I t 's  n i c e  f o r  you t o  
in te rv iew me. My name i s  Larry Carr.  I was born over near  Moweaqua, 
I l l i n o i s .  And my pa ren t s  were farming over t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime, 1920, September. 
And then when t h e  Depression came along,  we kind of had t o  leave  the  farm. 
My parents '  family moved t o  Decatur,  I l l i n o i s ,  i n  e a r l y  1930. I a t t ended  
t h e  grade schools  i n  Decatur and t h e  h igh  school .  I n  1939 I joined t h e  
navy on a six-year en l i s tment  and l e f t  out  of Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  and 
took my t r a i n i n g  i n  San Diego. A t  t h e  present  t ime I am married, I have 
two sons . . . one ' s  37 and t h e  o the r  is  33. One l i v e s  he re  i n  Blue Mound. 
The o the r  is i n  Houston, Texas. 

Q :  Okay. Perhaps you'd l i k e  t o  t e l l  u s  where you work now, how long 
you've worked t h e r e ,  and maybe i f  you'd poss ib ly  had any o the r  work experience.  

A: Okay, yes.  In f a c t  I came out  of t he  navy i n  1945, I got  my f i r s t  job 
i n  1946. And I was working i n  Decatur a s  a t ruck  d r i v e r .  And I held t h a t  
job f o r  j u s t  a s h o r t  per iod of time u n t i l  I went t o  work a t  Walrus Manufacturing 
p l an t  bu i ld ing  cab ine t s  and so on. And then a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e r e ,  I went 
over t o  Borg-Warner Manufacturing p l a n t  where I was i n  t h e  process  of 
running a t u r r e t  l a t h e  tu rn ing  ou t  c l u t c h  assembly p a r t s  f o r  Ford t ransmissions.  
And then I had t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  come t o  Blue Mound i n  1948 and be a 
butcher  i n  a butcher  shop and food locker .  A t  t h a t  t ime I was t h e r e  f o r  
about f i v e  o r  s i x  years  and learned the  t r a d e  of bu tcher ,  and t h a t  inc ludes  
r i g h t  from the  s laughterhouse on i n t o  the  meat locker .  And a f t e r  t h a t  I 
had the  opportuni ty t o  w r i t e  on a c i v i l  s e r v i c e  t e s t  f o r  the  pos tmas ter ' s  
job which was going t o  be opening i n  Blue Mound, s o  I took t h i s  t e s t  and 
a f t e r  a long period of time I f i n a l l y  received my appointment, and I rece ived  
t h a t  appointment i n  September of 1957. L e t ' s  s ee ,  I ' l l  have t o  remember 
back now. ( laughs)  So I 've been i n  t he  post  o f f i c e  s i n c e  then. I ' m  
s t i l l  postmaster t h e r e ,  and I ' m  planning on poss ib ly  r e t i r i n g  i n  two o r  
t h r e e  years .  

Q: Okay, Larry.  A s  you know, t h e  purpose of t h i s  in te rv iew is  t o  go over 
your background i n  t h e  navy, and s p e c i f i c a l l y  we're going t o  concent ra te  on 
your time on t h e  U.S.S. Chicago up t o  and inc luding  the  time when i t  was 
l o s t  i n  a c t i o n  dur ing  World War 11. I t h i n k  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t e l l  us a 
l i t t l e  b i t  about en t e r ing  t h e  navy as prel iminary information and t e l l  us  
your experiences i n  boot camp. And t ake  us  up t o  t h e  t ime poss ib ly  when 
you went on board t h e  Chicago, and maybe any o the r  p r i o r  s h i p s  t h a t  you 
served on. 
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A: The U.S.5 Chicago was the  f i r s t  s h i p  I eve r  served on. I e n l i s t e d  i n  
t h e  navy i n  August, 1939, a t  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  And of course a t  t he  
t ime they s e l e c t e d  a boot camp f o r  a l l  of u s  guys who were from the  c e n t r a l  
I l l i n o i s  a rea .  And we would have thought they would've s e n t  us  t o  Great 
Lakes i n  Chicago. However, i t  d i d n ' t  work out  t h a t  way, and we were s e n t  
out  t o  San Diego. So from Spr ing f i e ld ,  we were put on a t r a i n ,  shipped 
down to--I c a l l  i t  shipped (laughs)--we was t ranspor ted  down t o  S t .  Louis 
where we was inducted t h e r e  by navy personnel and then put  on another  
plane--not a plane but  a train--and we went out  t o  San Diego, C a l i f o r n i a ,  
f o r  out  boot camp. We spent  from t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of August t o  October i n  
boot camp, which was r e a l l y  a f a i r l y  s h o r t  l eng th  of time not  l i k e  i t  had 
been i n  t h e  p a s t .  

But t h a t  t akes  you up t o  about October when I graduated out  of boot camp 
over t h e r e  i n  San Diego. And t h e r e  was s e v e r a l  of u s  out  of t h e  company I 
was i n  t h a t  was assigned t o  t he  U.S.S Chicago. A t  t h i s  time the  ch icago ' s  
home po r t  was i n  Long Beach, Ca l i fo rn i a .  That ' s  where t h e  f l e e t  a t  t h a t  
time spent  a l o t  of t h e i r  time when they came i n  from sea  duty. 

So i n  October I was s e n t  aboard t h e  Chicago and was immedidately ass igned  
t o  t h e  second d i v i s i o n ,  which is  the  deck f o r c e  d i v i s i o n ,  and t h e  deck 
f o r c e  d i v i s i o n  was a d i v i s i o n  t h a t  handled the  number two t u r r e t .  The 
number--there's t h r e e  gun t u r r e t s  on board s h i p  and t h e  f i r s t  one would be 
t h e  f i r s t  d i v i s i o n ,  f o r  example, and number two t u r r e t  t he  second d i v i s i o n ,  
and t h r e e  i s  the  t h i r d  d iv i s ion .  The second d i v i s i o n  of course was an 
eight- inch gun t u r r e t ,  and i f  I b e s t  r e c a l l ,  i t  was about a 55-cal iber  
u n i t ,  and i t  was semifixed ammunition t h a t  we used. And t h a t  means t h a t  
t he  p r o j e c t i l e  and t h e  powder cases--we d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  use  powder cases ,  we 
used powder bags f o r  those  turrets--were sepa ra t e .  We'd load t h e  guns wi th  
t h e  p r o j e c t i l e  and then put t he  two powder bags i n  t h e  t r a y  and ram them 
i n t o  the  gun and c l o s e  t h e  breech and t h a t  was our main b a t t e r y  a c t i o n  on 
board sh ip .  

The Chicago, a s  I b e s t  r e c a l l ,  was somewhere around s i x  hundred and some 
f e e t  long,  and I don ' t  r e c o l l e c t  just exac t ly  how wide i t  was, bu t  w e ' l l  
j u s t  say i t ' s  75 f e e t  ac ros s .  It c a r r i e d  a crew of about e leven hundred 
men. I don ' t  remember now j u s t  how many o f f i c e r s  were on t h e  sh ip ,  bu t  
t h a t  included t h e  o f f i c e r s  and a l l .  

When I was on t h e  Chicago, we was i n  and out of Long Beach, Ca l i fo rn i a ,  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  on d i f f e r e n t  c r u i s e s ,  and then we f i n a l l y  got  word i n  1941-- 
t h a t  was i n  January,  January o r  February--that we were going t o  make a 
c r u i s e  t o  Aus t r a l i a .  This  c r u i s e  was going t o  be c o n s i s t i n g  of Cruiser  
Div is ion  Five,  which the  Chicago was t h e  f l a g s h i p ,  and t h e r e  was t h e  Por t land ,  
L o u i s v i l l e ,  and Chester ,  a s e r i e s  of four  s h i p s  i n  t h a t  Cru iser  Div is ion  
Five. A t  t he  same time t h e r e  was, I th ink ,  i f  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  was a couple 
of a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  and o the r  numerous amounts of des t roye r s  t h a t  were 
going t o  make t h i s  c r u i s e  a t  t h a t  time. This  was i n  March 1941, when we 
went . 
I don ' t  remember t h e  r o t a t i o n  of which i s l a n d s  we h i t ,  bu t  we h i t  Pago-Pago 
Samoa, American Samoa, and we were a t  Suva F i j i .  Noumea, New Caledonia,  
happens t o  be one of t h e  o the r  p o r t s  we en tered  f o r  j u s t  a s h o r t  per iod of 
time. And, g e t t i n g  back t o  Pago-Pago Samoa, i f  you'd l i k e  f o r  me t o  g ive  
you a l i t t l e  b i t  of a resume on i t ,  we wasn't  r e a l l y  there very long,  bu t ,  
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when we went t o  anchor t h e r e ,  we dropped the  anchor,  and a few of t he  guys 
went ashore  t h e r e  and when they came back they was t e l l i n g  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
crew how n i c e  i t  w a s  over t h e r e  and what a south sea  atmosphere i t  was and 
the  g r a s s  s k i r t s .  And then some of t h e  fe l lows  then decided they wasn't  
going t o  g e t  l i b e r t y ,  so over t h e  s i d e  they went when i t  got  dark.  They 
went down t h e  anchor cha in  and they was swimming ashore.  

Then about n ine  o 'c lock ,  I t h i n k  i t  was, we heard an awful sp lash .  I 
d i d n ' t  hear  i t ,  but  t h e  o f f i c e r  of t h e  deck heard t h i s  awful sp lash .  And 
what he d id ,  he sounded "man overboard." He knew somebody had f e l l  overboard. 
Well, t h a t  hadn ' t  happened. This  he re  guy had crawled out  on t h e  arm t h a t  
holds t he  boa ts  ou t  t h e r e ,  and he f e l l  o f f  ou t  t h e r e  i n  the  d r ink .  But t h e  
o f f i c e r  of t he  deck, he d i d n ' t  know a l l  t h i s  was going on, see, because 
t h i s  guy f e l l  overboard. Well, when he f e l l  overboard, they sounded q u a r t e r s  
and everybody was crawling out  of q u a r t e r s ,  and turned out  t h e r e  wasn't  too 
many guys around. They was a l ready  on shore,  you see .  The Marines I t h i n k  
a t  t h a t  time on board sh ip ,  they managed t h e  search  l i g h t s ,  we l l ,  a few of 
them guys l e f t .  So they d id  g e t  t h e  l i g h t s  f i n a l l y  on and c ru i sed  a l l  
around t h e  s h o r e l i n e  with t h i s  b i g  search  l i g h t ,  and by gosh, t h e r e  they 
were. They were l i ned  up some of them over t h e r e  on t h e  beach. You could 
see them, you know. 

But anyway, we thought we was r e a l l y  i n  f o r  i t .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  on t h a t  
kind of dea l .  I thought about i t .  I j u s t  hadn ' t  made up my mind y e t  
whether t o  r e a l l y  take  t h e  chance. Anyway, they went out  on t h e i r  boa ts ,  
t he  motor launches and motor whale boa ts  and t r i e d  t o  round up a l l  those  
guys. And they did round up a bunch of them. F i n a l l y  they got  them a l l  
back on board sh ip .  We knew we was going t o  be going t o  A u s t r a l i a  and was 
going t o  have some p r e t t y  good l i b e r t y  over t h e r e  i n  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  
country. We were p r e t t y  worried about whether maybe t h e  cap ta in  was going 
t o  l e t  us  have l i b e r t y  over t he re .  

Q: Who was t h e  cap ta in  a t  t h i s  time? Do you remember h i s  name? 

A: No, I don ' t  remember offhand what h i s  name was. No, I don ' t .  

Q: This wasn't  Boden? Does t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A: Yes, t h a t  was the  cap ta in  we used t o  c a l l  King Bodie. Well, no, he 
wasn't  t h e  cap ta in  a t  t h a t  time a s  I b e s t  remember because I th ink  he came 
along l a t e r  on during t h e  war. ~ e ' d  been an o ld  A s i a t i c  s a i l o r  i n  t h e  
b a t t l e s h i p  navy, I th ink  you might say ,  and he was assigned t o  our s h i p  
some t i m e  during t h e  war. 1 don ' t  r e c a l l  who t h e  guy was. Seemed l i k e  h i s  
name might have been Roper. No, t h a t  was the  execut ive  o f f i c e r ' s  name a t  
t h a t  time. 

Q: You had a mess of people jumping, o r  a c t u a l l y  crawling,  down t h e  chain. 
Was no t  t h i s  considered kind of an  i l l e g a l  a c t ?  

A: Well, i t  was. It was d e f i n i t e l y  a g a i n s t  t he  r u l e s ,  i f  t h a t ' s  what you 
mean, and they d id  such a n e a t  job of i t  that--they d i d n ' t  da re  make a 
no i se  t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  o f f i c e r  of t h e  deck. And they d id  a 
good job. They got  down of f  t h a t  cha in  and crawled down some ropes and 
then  some of them went out  on these  arms t h a t  holds--where t h e  boa t s  t i e  
up, and they s l ipped  down i n t o  the water real easy and go t  away. 
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Q: Larry,  a t  t h i s  time you ' re  t a l k i n g  about now, when you were going 
toward, o r  a c t u a l l y  you were a t ,  Pago-Pago, what was your o f f i c i a l  rank and 
maybe what your job was dur ing  t h e  r egu la r  course of t h e  day o t h e r  than 
manning d i v i s i o n  two? 

A: I was, Like you say ,  I was manning d i v i s i o n  two, and s e e  t h a t  was 
during t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of my navy ca ree r  on t h e  Chicago s i n c e  I just went on 
board i n  1940. And I went on t h e r e  j u s t  a s  a seaman. And it wasn't  long 
a f t e r  I was on t h e r e  I began t o  be p r e t t y  good wi th  my p e t t y  o f f i c e r  t h a t  I 
had, and they made me leading  seaman on the  second d i v i s i o n ,  which is  t h e  
deck force .  And my job on t h e  deck fo rce  was t o  keep our decks c lean  and 
we had the  s t a rboa rd  s i d e ,  o r  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ,  of t h e  s h i p  up on t h e  f o ' c ' s l e  
above t h e  bow, so  when i t  comes t o  r i gg ing  paravanes o r  f u e l i n g  t h e  s h i p  o r  
tak ing  on supp l i e s ,  our  job w a s  t o  run these  l i n e s  back and f o r t h  t o  t he  
o the r  sh ip .  

Q: Okay. What i s  a paravane? 

A :  A paravane i s  an  instrument that--when we r i g  paravanes, t h e r e ' s  a b i g  
shoe t h a t  goes r i g h t  down over t h e  bow of t h e  sh ip ,  and t h e r e ' s  cab le s  t h a t  
reaches from each s i d e  of t he  shoe. It 's a huge p i ece  of i ron .  And those  
cab le s  come back a longs ide  of t he  sh ip  t o  keep i t  l e v e l .  Then t h e r e ' s  
another  cable  t h a t  goes o f f  of t h a t  a l s o  a s  wel l .  A paravane is a u n i t  
t h a t  when t h e y ' r e  both put over t he  side a t  t h e  same time, one on t h e  p o r t  
and one on the  s t a rboa rd  side--you've got  t o  put  them i n  t h e  water  a t  t he  
same time--they swing ou t  over t h e  s i d e  on a boom l i k e .  And when t h e  work 
i s  t o  drop them, they go i n  and--they have rudders  on them so they go out  
away from the  ship--they're being towed by t h i s  cable  t h a t  l eads  back t o  
t h e  bow of sh ip  a t  t h e  extreme bottom of t he  bow. And those paravanes a r e  
used t o  c l e a r  minef ie lds .  On t he  nose of t h i s  paravane when you ' re  going 
through minef ie lds ,  t he  cable  ca tches  t he  mine t h a t  has  a cable  on i t ,  and 
i t  r i d e s  out  t o  where t h i s  paravane is  a t ,  and then i t  goes i n t o  a kn i f e  
edge and i t  c u t s  t h a t  cab le  of f  t h e  anchored mine. Then t h e  mine comes 
f l o a t i n g  t o  t h e  top  a s  soon a s  t hey ' r e  c u t  loose.  And then we f i r e  on them 
and t h a t  des t roys  them. 

Q: Did you a c t u a l l y  ever  encapture any of t hese  mines? 

A: No, f o r t u n a t e l y  dur ing  t h e  war we never had t o  use  them. We had o the r  
s h i p s  bes ides  heavy c r u i s e r s  and b a t t l e s h i p s  equipped wi th  t h i s  same kind 
equipment. They a r e  c a l l e d  minesweepers, and they d id  a very e f f i c i e n t  job 
of sweeping mines out  before  t he  main b a t t l e  f o r c e  of t h e  navy got  i n t o  
where the  mines were. 

Q: Can you remember and t e l l  u s  a l i t t l e  b i t  about t h e  phys ica l  make-up of 
t h e  Chicago? Maybe you can t ake  us  below decks, t ake  us  through t h e  engine 
room, t h e  g a l l e y ,  any o the r  rooms below deck, and i f  you can remember 
something about t h e  br idge  o r  f a n t a i l  a r ea?  

A: Okay. Since I was i n  t h e  second d i v i s i o n ,  our  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  was below 
decks. Of course each d i v i s i o n  had t h e i r  own s p e c i f i c  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s .  
And l i k e  I say ,  t h e  tops ide  was where we did our  holys tone  and keeping the  
deck c lean  up the re .  And then a s  f a r  a s  t h e  forward p a r t  of t h e  s h i p ,  way 
up forward is  the  anchor locker .  It was c a l l e d  t h e  anchor l ocke r ,  and of 
course  I don ' t  r e c a l l  how much anchor chain heavy c r u i s e r s  c a r r i e d  on them, 
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but  when they hauled t h e i r  anchor up and were underway a t  sea ,  they 've  got  
a tremendous amount of weight up i n  t h a t  f r o n t  end, which is the  anchor 
chain.  Our f r e s h  water tank i s  a l s o  i n  t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  of the  sh ip .  And 
t h e  s a i l  locker--sai l  locker ,  by t h e  way, means where they have t h e  canvas 
and gear  up t h e r e  f o r  any kind of rope t h a t  had t o  be made up f o r  use on 
board sh ip .  

I never was i n  t h e  engine room too  of ten .  I ' d  been down t h e r e  once. I t 's  
hard t o  descr ibe ,  but  i t ' s  a  huge b i g  a r e a  where t h e  b o i l e r s  a r e  a t .  Not 
being an engineer ,  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you too  much about t h e  engine room. 

Par t  of my job was, s i n c e  I was on t h e  deck fo rce ,  was t o  tend t h e  helm up 
on the  br idge ,  f o r  an  example. And of course by tending the helm a l l  I ' m  
up t h e r e  f o r  is  t o  do what I ' m  t o l d  i n  r e f e rence  t o  how many degrees t o  go 
t o  t h e  l e f t  o r  r i g h t  and so  f o r t h .  The a f t e r  p a r t  of t h e  s h i p  a l s o  has a  
helm, way down below decks. Actua l ly  i t ' s  so  f a r  back down t h e r e  t h a t  you 
can s e e  t h e  s h a f t s  of t h e  two p r o p e l l e r s  i n  t h a t  p a r t  of t he  sh ip .  And 
t h e r e ' s  an a r e a  down t h e r e  where you can s t e e r  t h e  s h i p  from t h e r e  a s  we l l  
a s  from the  br idge.  Well, I ' v e  done a l i t t l e  duty down t h e r e ,  and of 
course t h e  communication has t o  come from tops ide  i n  order  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  
helmsman which d i r e c t i o n  t o  go, t o  t h e  l e f t  o r  r i g h t ,  t o  t u r n  t h e  s h i p  t h e  
way t h e  cap ta in  wants i t .  

The mess h a l l s  are huge b i g  mess h a l l s ,  and n i c e  k i t chens ,  and t h e r e ' s  t h e  
f i n e s t  food t h a t  1 b e l i e v e  I ' v e  ever  ea t en  prepared on board ship. And we 
had d i f f e r e n t  guys i n  each d i v i s i o n  t h a t  were r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e i r  d i v i s i o n ,  
and they was d e t a i l e d  f o r  mess cooking. And f o r t u n a t e  f o r  me I never d i d  
any mess cooking. I j u s t  happened t o  be lucky t h a t  way because they had m e  
up on t h e  tops ide  r a t h e r  than  t h e  mess cooking. 

Q: Can you desc r ibe  some of t he  meals t h a t  they cooked. Was i t  t h e  kind 
of food t h a t  we e a t  here?  

A: Oh, yes. The food was about l i k e  you'd e a t  here.  Espec ia l ly  on t h e  
hol idays  l i k e  Thanksgiving t h e  navy went a l l  ou t .  They had turkey on a l l  
Thanksgivings, had a l l  t h e  trimmings, and i t  was j u s t  a s  n i c e  food t h a t  you 
could g e t  a t  some of t he  f i n e s t  r e s t a u r a n t s  out  a t  many c i t i e s .  So we was 
f o r t u n a t e  t o  have t h a t  kind of a  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  navy. 

Q: You were t h e  helmsman a t  t imes,  which is  t h e  person who a c t u a l l y  does 
the  phys ica l  s t e e r i n g  of t he  sh ip .  That ' s  an awful l o t  of s t e e l  t o  t r y  t o  
maneuver. How responsive was the Chicago i n  maneuvering terms? 

A: That p a r t  of i t  was more o r  l e s s  p r e t t y  much up t o  t h e  capta in .  The 
cap ta in  is  t h e  one who had t h e  f e e l  of t h e  sh ip .  And he knew t h e  condi t ions  
of the  wind v e l o c i t y  t h a t  w e  might encounter.  I f  we were going t o  make a  
right-hand tu rn ,  f o r  an example, and a t  a  c e r t a i n  designated time we'd 
swing back l a t e r  t o  t he  l e f t ,  he knew how much--the cap ta in ,  i t  was up t o  
him--he knew what t o  t e l l  t h e  helmsman when t o  change t h e  rudder d i r e c t i o n  
so t h a t  h i s  s h i p  could come back along course along i n  l i n e  wi th  maybe a  
numerous amount of s h i p s  t h a t  might be manuevering i n  a  convoy, f o r  an  
example. So i t  was very important t h a t  t h e  cap ta in  would be r e spons ib l e  
and a l l  we had t o  do w a s  respond t o  h i s  command, see?  H i s  l a t e s t  o rder  and 
which degrees.  The sh ip  responded r e a l  wel l .  It j u s t  g l ided  r i g h t  i n t o  
p o s i t i o n  i t  seemed l i k e .  
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Q: What was t h e  maximum knots  of t h e  ves se l ?  Maybe you'd l i k e  t o  exp la in ,  
o r  r a t h e r  t r a n s l a t e ,  knots i n t o  miles  per  hour so  we can a l l  understand 
t h a t .  

A: Okay. Knots, f o r  an  example i n  t h e  navy terms, knots  i n  re ference  t o  
m i l e s  is  a m i l e  and a s i x t h  a s  I b e s t  remember, f o r  a mi le  and one-sixth 
equals  one knot.  And a s  Ear a s  the  top speed of t h e  Chicago, which was a 
10,000 ton  c ru iser - - I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' v e  mentioned t h a t  before ,  bu t  10,000-ton 
c r u i s e r ,  and a s  I b e s t  r e c a l l  I t h i n k  our top speed was around 32 knots .  

Q: Okay, so we're t a l k i n g  probably i n  excess  of 40 mph i n  laymen's terms. 

A: That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: Going back down below decks aga in ,  Larry,  you s a i l e d  of course i n  a l l  
kinds of weather,  ho t  and cold.  Was t h e  s h i p  below decks adequately v e n t i l a t e d  
i n  t he  hea t ,  and was i t  heated s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n  t he  extreme cold? Did you 
f i n d  i t  comfortable below decks? 

A: Yes, i t  was. It was comfortable a t  a l l  t imes. I n  t h e  summertime i t  
wasn't  r e a l l y  too  bad. W e  d i d n ' t  have a i r  condi t ion ing  i n  those  days. A l l  
we had was forced a i r  t h a t  was being forced through a i r  duc t s  from the  
ou t s ide  and by being ou t  i n  t h e  ocean i t  r e a l l y  wasn't bad, you d i d n ' t  
n o t i c e  t h e  hea t  nea r ly  l i k e  you would on land.  In  winter t ime the  hea t ing  
u n i t s  was very adequate.  And when we was down below decks t h e r e  would be 
no problem. It would be very,  very comfortable down t h e r e  i n  t h e  shower 
room, i n  t he  rooms where we s l e p t ,  and i t  caused no problem a t  a l l .  We 
d i d n ' t  have any cold d r a f t s  anywhere. 

Q: Where were your s l eep ing  qua r t e r s?  Maybe you could desc r ibe  them t o  us  
a l i t t l e  b i t .  What kind  of f a c i l i t y  t h a t  you s l e p t  on. 

A: Dif fe ren t  s h i p s  in  t h e  navy had t h e i r  own ways. The one on t h e  Chicago 
was bunks. They were t h r e e  high. They were j u s t  narrow enough f o r  a man 
t o  s l e e p  on. They was wire  sp r ings  running from in-between the--what made 
up t h e  bunk, and then  they had a small  mattress on it. We made those  up 
every morning a f t e r  r e v e i l l e .  We have our shee t s ,  w e l l  we c a l l  them s h e e t s ,  
they a r e  r e a l l y  s l i pcove r s  t h a t  go over your mat t ress .  Then of course t h e  
b lanket  l i k e  a navy b lanket  t h a t  f o l d s  up on i t .  Those bunks, l i k e  I say ,  
i s  t h r e e  high. They were i n  rows, l i k e  you go down t o  an a i s l e  and you got  
rows of bunks on one s i d e  and then t h e r e ' s  another  row r i g h t  next  t o  them 
be fo re  you come t o  another  a i s l e .  I n  o the r  words t h e r e  would be a double 
row, see?  They was so  arranged i n  t h e r e  so  t h e r e  wasn't  any space l o s t  a t  
a l l .  The a i s l e s  were f a i r l y  narrow t h a t  s t i l l  i n  a l l  they had p len ty  of 
room t o  move around even a f t e r  r e v e i l l e .  You could g e t  around. 

Q: Okay. Now, speaking of before  t h e  war began, Larry,  were you allowed 
t o  b r ing  on board wi th in  reason about anything you wanted t o ,  o r  w a s  t h e r e  
a r egu la t ion  a s  t o  personal  e f f e c t s ?  And where were these  kept?  

A :  Well, t h e r e  wasn't too  much r egu la t ion  on what we c a r r i e d  aboard sh ip .  
Of course before  t h e  war we had our cameras on board and we had j u s t  about  
anything we wanted wi th  the  except ion of l i q u o r .  There was no way t o  b r ing  
l i quor  on board s h i p  a t  a l l ,  no beer .  But o the r  than t h a t  you was p r e t t y  
f r e e  t o  br ing  on s h i p  anything you wanted i n  t he  l i n e  of t h ings  you might 
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want t o  keep. However, you were kind of l i m i t e d  a s  t o  where you could keep 
a11 t h i s  gear .  You've go t  gear  l ocke r s  where you keep your c l o t h e s  and w e  
j u s t  d i d n ' t  have too  much room t o  c a r r y  much s t u f f  and keep i t  t h e r e ,  so  w e  
r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have very  much. 

Q: Did t h e  navy keep any kind of a l coho l  on board t h a t  they would d i spense  
on s p e c i a l  occasions? 

A :  Yes, they do. I f  you've ever  f lew on commercial a i r l i n e s  you know 
sometimes t h e  a i r l i n e  w i l l  b r ing  you one of those  s h o r t  bottles--about fou r  
inches  and t h e y ' r e  l abe l ed  "Calver t ' s , "  "VO" o r  whatever i t  is. They had a 
numerous amount of t h a t  s t u f f  aboard sh ip .  It was under lock  and key of 
course.  But now t h e  on ly  reason they had it--it wasn't  t o  be j u s t  handed 
out-- i t  mainly was used from t h e  viewpoint of t h e  medical s t a f f .  And 
whenever anybody g o t  h u r t  r e a l  bad, o r  they f e l t  l i k e  i t ,  maybe j u s t  a 
l i t t l e  n i p  of V.O. o r  whiskey might charge you up a l i t t l e  b i t  and make you 
f e e l  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  They were p r e t t y  cau t ious  on who they could g ive  i t  
t o  and how much you was going t o  have. They d i d  c a r r y  t h a t  on t o  t h e  sh ip .  
It was used f o r  medical reasons  more than anything e l s e .  

Q: L e t ' s  t u r n  t o  t h e  medical department on board t h e  Chicago. And aga in  
we're t a l k i n g  about  pre-war. Did you ever  have a chance t o  v i s i t  t h e  
d o c t o r ' s  o f f i c e ,  s o  t o  speak,  on t h e  Chicago, and do you remember anyth ing  
about  h i s  a r e a ,  and i f  so  could you desc r ibe  i t ?  

A: Right o f f  our l i v i n g  quarters--by t h e  way was t h e  second division--wasn't  
t oo  f a r  from t h a t  was t h e  s i c k  bay. And i t  was a very smal l  room, wasn't  
too b ig .  They had beds i n  t h e r e  f o r  p a t i e n t s  t h a t ' s  i n  t h e r e  f o r  maybe 
whatever i t  was they was i n  t h e r e  f o r .  It was w e l l  equipped. They had 
about  t h e  b e s t  medical equipment you would want. And they had some of t h e  
b e s t  doc tors  i n  t h e  navy a t  t h a t  t i m e .  They had p ro fe s s iona l  people. I 
don ' t  remember offhand j u s t  how t h e  layout  was i n  t h e  s i c k  bay a r e a ,  but  i t  
was very  c l ean  and q u i e t  and i t  was a l l  o rde r ly .  We a l s o  had n o t  t oo  f a r  
from t h e r e  t h e  d e n t a l  o f f i c e .  That had a c h a i r  where you could g e t  your 
t e e t h  taken c a r e  of a t  d i f f e r e n t  times, and d i f f e r e n t  people had problems 
with t e e t h .  I c a n ' t  remember too  much about  it. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was only 
one c h a i r ,  a s  T r e c a l l ,  because t h a t ' s  probably a l l  they needed. They had 
a couple  of pharmacy mates t h a t  was t echn ic i ans  on t h e  s t a f f  too.  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  I f e e l  l i k e  we could head i n t o  another  smal l  a r e a  where 
on board s h i p  we had our own barbershop. The barber ,  he was a s w e l l  guy. 
S l i p  him an e x t r a  25 cents--in those  days was a lot--and he  wouldn't  t ake  
a l l  your h a i r  o f f .  He'd g ive  you a good h a i r  c u t ,  see, make you look 
r e a l l y  p r e t t y  decent .  Tha t ' s  one of t h e  t h ings  t h a t  t he se  guys, you know, 
look p r e t t y  sharp ,  wouldn't g e t  sca lped  l i k e  you was when you was back i n  
boot  camp, you know? ( l augh te r )  

So, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  now we swing on down around r i g h t  o f f  one of t h e  
m e s s  h a l l s  and you go t  a t a i l o r  shop on board deck, and they had sewing 
machines i n  t he re .  And they had t h e i r  own t a i l o r s .  And when a f e l l ow  
would g e t  promoted, why, h i s  navy b lues  would change. He'd have t o  put a 
d i f f e r e n t  patch on t h e  shoulder  which rank he  was going t o  be. Remember 
some of t h e  s a i l o r s  they had white  s t r i p e s  on t h e i r  c u f f s  on blue r e g u l a r  
uniforms and b lue  s t r i p e s  on whi te  uniforms and t h a t ' s  where t h e  t a i l o r s  
were good. You could s e w  them on and they could j u s t  be on t h e r e  j u s t  














































































































































