Preface

This subject-oriented oral history memoir is the product of tape-recorded
interviews conducted by John W. Rieken in the late fall of 1983. John
Rieken transcribed and edited the tapes and, after the tramnscriptions were
reviewed by Larry Carr, Linda Jett prepared the transcript.

The subject of the memoir is Larry Carr's experiences in the U.S. Navy
during the peacetime build-up to formal involvement of the United States in
World War II and during the wartime years to victory in 1945.

Larry Carr was born near Moweaqua, Illinois, in September 1920. The Depression
of the 1930s caused the Carr family to leave their farm and Larry completed

his grade and high school education in the schools of Decatur, Illinois.

He enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1939.

After boot camp at San Diego, California, Carr reported for duty aboard the
heavy cruiser U.S.S. Chicago at Long Beach, California. Aboard the Chicago
he completed training for manning a battle station in the number two turret.
His detailed descriptions of the cruiser's structure and functioning give

the reader a sense of his pride in the ship and in his having served aboard
her. A highlight of the final peacetime years was a goodwill tour through
the South Pacific made by Cruiser Division Five in which the Chicago operated.

Carr, aboard the Chicago, by a coincidence was not subjected to the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941, The cruiser, as a component of
Cruiser Division Five, had left the harbor on a supply mission to Midway
Island the Friday preceding that fateful Sunday. He recounts the reaction
of the Chicago's crew to the reports of the attack.

The U.S.S. Chicago, after partial refitting for combat, joined in the
build-up of U.S. forces in the South Pacific. Carr expresses some regret
at not having been in the midst of the May 1942 Battle of the Coral Sea,
during which the Chicago was part of an unsuccessful decoy force on the
edge of the battle zone. In August 1942, during the Battle of Savo Island,
the cruiser received a torpedo hit which blew away her bow. Carr, who was
"buttoned up" in the number two turret during the battle, tells feelingly
of this experience.

The cruiser managed to make port in Australia where the crew was given

shore leave while a temporary bow was installed. Carr recalls with warmth
the enthusiastic welcome by the Australian people. With the temporary bow

in place, the Chicago returned to San Francisco for a new bow and an overhaul
to full battle readiness. She departed again for the South Pacific on New
Year's Eve 1942, Only thirty days later, she was sunk by Japanese torpedo
bombers off Quadalcanal. The process of abandoning ship and, once safely
aboard a raft, the experience of seeing his ship point her nose high and
slide beneath the waters is one of Carr's most vivid memories.




Returned to Norfolk Naval Station, Virginia, Carr and the other surviving
members of the Chicago's crew were assigned to £ill out the inexperienced
cadre of the newly launched light cruiser U.S.S. Mobile. The navy, taking
advantage of the experience of the combat-tested personnel, assigned them
to the same positions they had held on the lost cruiser. Carr found himself
again in the number two turret.

The Mobile proceeded to the Central Pacific and Carr recalls her activities
in various operations leading up to the assault on Okinawa. Here Carr was
badly burned when a gun in his number two turret exploded. He was moved to
a hospital ship which, under air attack, received hits, one of which wounded
Carr again. His account of this attack is graphic in detail.

Carr's narration closes with a summary of the pride he felt, and feels, for
the U.S. Navy and his ships, the Chicago and Mobile, particularly the
former,

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that 1t is a
transcription of the spoken word and that in the interviewing and editing
the retention of the informal conversational style that is inherent in such
historical sources was sought., Sangamon State University is not responsible
for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed therein;
these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be reproduced
in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, without permission
in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon State University, Springfield,
Illinois, 62708.
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Larry Carr, November 3, 1983, Blue Mound, Illinois.

John Rieken, Interviewer.

Q: Larry, I'd like you to simply introduce yourself. Tell us a little bit
about yourself and your family, perhaps where you work, how long you've
been there, and where you hail from.

A: Thank you, John. It's nice to be here tonight. It's nice for you to
interview me. My name is Larry Carr. I was born over near Moweaqua,

Illinois. And my parents were farming over there at the time, 1920, September.
And then when the Depression came along, we kind of had to leave the farm.

My parents' family moved to Decatur, Illinois, in early 1930. I attended

the grade schools in Decatur and the high school. 1In 1939 I joined the

navy on a six-year enlistment and left out of Springfield, Illinois, and

took my training in San Diego. At the present time I am married, I have

two sons . . . one's 37 and the other is 33, One lives here in Blue Mound.
The other is in Houston, Texas.

Q: Okay. Perhaps you'd like to tell us where you work now, how long
you've worked there, and maybe if you'd possibly had any other work experience.

A: Okay, yes. In fact I came out of the navy in 1945, I got my first job

in 1946. And 1 was working in Decatur as a truck driver. And I held that

job for just a short period of time until I went to work at Walrus Manufacturing
plant building cabinets and so on. And then after I left there, I went

over to Borg-Warner Manufacturing plant where I was in the process of

running a turret lathe turning out clutch assembly parts for Ford transmissions.
And then I had the opportunity to come to Blue Mound in 1948 and be a

butcher in a butcher shop and food locker. At that time I was there for

about five or six years and learned the trade of butcher, and that includes
right from the slaughterhouse on into the meat locker. And after that T

had the opportunity to write om a civil service test for the postmaster's

job which was going to be opening in Blue Mound, so I took this test and

after a long period of time I finally received my appointment, and I received
that appointment in September of 1957, Let's see, 1'll have to remember

back now. (laughs) So I 've been in the post office since then. I'm

still postmaster there, and I1'm planning on possibly retiring in two or

three years.

Q: Okay, Larry., As you know, the purpose of this interview is to go over
your background in the navy, and specifically we're going to concentrate on
your time on the U.S.S, Chicago up to and including the time when it was
lost in action during World War II. I think I'd like you to tell us a
little bit about entering the navy as preliminary information and tell us
your experiences in boot camp., And take us up to the time possibly when
you went on board the Chicago, and maybe any other prior ships that you
served on.
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A: The U.S.S Chicago was the first ship I ever served on. I enlisted in
the navy in August, 1939, at Springfield, Illinois. And of course at the
time they selected a boot camp for all of us guys who were from the central
Illinois area. And we would have thought they would've sent us to Great
Lakes in Chicago. However, it didn't work out that way, and we were sent
out to San Diego. So from Springfield, we were put on a train, shipped
down to--I call it shipped (laughs)--we was transported down to St. Louis
where we was inducted there by navy personnel and then put on another
plane--not a plane but a train--and we went out to San Diego, California,
for out boot camp. We spent from the latter part of August to October in
boot camp, which was really a fairly short length of time not like it had
been in the past.

But that takes you up to about October when I graduated out of boot camp
over there in San Diego. And there was several of us out of the company I
was in that was assigned to the U.S.S Chicago. At this time the Chicago's
home port was in Long Beach, California. That's where the fleet at that
time spent a lot of their time when they came in from sea duty.

So in October I was sent aboard the Chicago and was immedidately assigned
to the second division, which is the deck force division, and the deck
force division was a division that handled the number two turret, The
number-~there's three gun turrets on board ship and the first one would be
the first division, for example, and number two turret the second division,
and three is the third division. The second division of course was an
eight~inch gun turret, and if I best recall, it was about a 55~caliber
unit, and it was semifixed ammunition that we used. And that means that
the projectile and the powder cases--we didn't really use powder cases, we
used powder bags for those turrets—--were separate., We'd load the guns with
the projectile and then put the two powder bags in the tray and ram them
into the gun and close the breech and that was our main battery action on
board ship.

The Chicago, as I best recall, was somewhere around six hundred and some
feet long, and I don't recollect just exactly how wide it was, but we'll
just say it's 75 feet across. It carried a crew of about eleven hundred
men. I don't remember now just how many officers were on the ship, but
that included the officers and all,

When I was on the Chicago, we was in and out of Long Beach, California,
several times on different cruises, and then we finally got word in 1941--
that was in January, January or February--that we were going to make a

cruise to Australia. This cruise was going to be consisting of Cruiser
Division Five, which the Chicago was the flagship, and there was the Portland,
Louisville, and Chester, a series of four ships in that Cruiser Division

Five. At the same time there was, I think, if I recall, there was a couple
of aircraft carriers and other numerous amounts of destroyers that were

going to make this cruise at that time, This was in March 1941, when we

went.

1 don't remember the rotation of which islands we hit, but we hit Pago-Pago
Samoa, American Samoa, and we were at Suva Fiji. Noumea, New Caledonia,
happens to be one of the other ports we entered for just a short period of
time. And, getting back to Pago-Pago Samoa, if you'd like for me to give
you a little bit of a resume on it, we wasn't really there very long, but,
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when we went to anchor there, we dropped the anchor, and a few of the guys
went ashore there and when they came back they was telling the rest of the
crew how nice it was over there and what a south sea atmosphere it was and
the grass skirts. And then some of the fellows then decided they wasn't
going to get liberty, so over the side they went when it got dark They
went down the anchor chain and they was swimming ashore.

Then about nine o'clock, T think it was, we heard an awful splash, 1

didn't hear it, but the officer of the deck heard this awful splash. And
what he did, he sounded "man overboard." He knew somebody had fell overboard.
Well, that hadn't happened. This here guy had crawled out on the arm that
holds the boats out there, and he fell off out there in the drink. But the
officer of the deck, he didn't know all this was going on, see, because

this guy fell overboard., Well, when he fell overboard, they sounded quarters
and everybody was crawling out of quarters, and turned out there wasn't too
many guys around. They was already on shore, you see. The Marines I think
at that time on board ship, they managed the search lights, well, a few of
them guys left., So they did get the lights finally on and cruised all

around the shoreline with this big search light, and by gosh, there they
were, They were lined up some of them over there on the beach. You could
see them, you know.

But anyway, we thought we was really in for it, I didn't get in on that
kind of deal. I thought about it. I just hadn't made up my mind yet
whether to really take the chance. Anyway, they went out on their boats,
the motor launches and motor whale boats and tried to round up all those
guys. And they did round up a bunch of them. Finally they got them all
back on board ship., We knew we was going to be going to Australia and was
going to have some pretty good liberty over there in that part of the
country., We were pretty worried about whether maybe the captain was going
to let us have liberty over there.

Q: Who was the captain at this time? Do you remember his name?
A: No, I don't remember offhand what his name was, No, I don't,
Q: This wasn't Boden? Does that ring a bell?

A: Yes, that was the captain we used to call King Bodie. Well, no, he
wasn't the captain at that time as I best remember because I think he came
along later on during the war. He'd been an old Asiatic sailor in the
battleship navy, I think you might say, and he was assigned to our ship
some time during the war, I don't recall who the guy was. Seemed like his
name might have been Roper. No, that was the executive officer's name at
that time.

Q: You had a mess of people jumping, or actually crawling, down the chain.
Was not this considered kind of an illegal act?

A: Well, it was. It was definitely against the rules, if that's what you
mean, and they did such a neat job of it that--they didn't dare make a
noise to attract the attention of the officer of the deck. And they did a
good job. They got down off that chain and crawled down some ropes and
then some of them went out on these arms that holds--where the boats tie
up, and they slipped down into the water real easy and got away.
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Q: Larry, at this time you're talking about now, when you were going
toward, or actually you were at, Pago-Pago, what was your official rank and
maybe what your job was during the regular course of the day other than
manning division two?

A: I was, like you say, I was manning division two, and see that was

during the early part of my navy career on the Chicago since I just went on
board in 1940. And I went on there just as a seaman. And it wasn't long
after I was on there I began to be pretty good with my petty officer that I
had, and they made me leading seaman on the second division, which is the
deck force. And my job on the deck force was to keep our decks clean and

we had the starboard side, or the right side, of the ship up on the fo'c'sle
above the bow, so when it comes to rigging paravanes or fueling the ship or
taking on supplies, our job was to run these lines back and forth to the
other ship.

Q: Okay. What is a paravane?

A: A paravane is an instrument that-—when we rig paravanes, there's a big
shoe that goes right down over the bow of the ship, and there's cables that
reaches from each side of the shoe. 1It's a huge piece of iron. And those
cables come back alongside of the ship to keep it level, Then there's
another cable that goes off of that also as well. A paravane is a unit
that when they're both put over the side at the same time, one on the port
and one on the starboard side~-you've got to put them in the water at the
same time--they swing out over the side on a boom like. And when the work
is to drop them, they go in and--they have rudders on them so they go out
away from the ship--~they're being towed by this cable that leads back to
the bow of ship at the extreme bottom of the bow. And those paravanes are
used to clear minefields. On the nose of this paravane when you're going
through minefields, the cable catches the mine that has a cable on it, and
it rides out to where this paravane is at, and then it goes into a knife
edge and it cuts that cable off the anchored mine. Then the mine comes
floating to the top as soon as they're cut loose. And then we fire on them
and that destroys them.

Q: Did you actually ever encapture any of these mines?

A: No, fortunately during the war we never had to use them., We had other
ships besides heavy cruisers and battleships equipped with this same kind
equipment. They are called minesweepers, and they did a very efficient job
of sweeping mines out before the main battle force of the navy got into
where the mines were.

Q: Can you remember and tell us a little bit about the physical make-up of
the Chicago? Maybe you can take us below decks, take us through the engine
room, the galley, any other rooms below deck, and if you can remember
something about the bridge or fantail area?

A: Okay, Since I was in the second division, our living quarters was below
decks, Of course each division had their own specific living quarters,

And like I say, the topside was where we did our holystone and keeping the
deck clean up there. And then as far as the forward part of the ship, way
up forward is the anchor locker. It was called the anchor locker, and of
course I don't recall how much anchor chain heavy cruisers carried on them,
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but when they hauled their anchor up and were underway at sea, they've got
a tremendous amount of weight up in that front end, which is the anchor
chain. Our fresh water tank is also in the front part of the ship. And
the sail locker—-saill locker, by the way, means where they have the canvas
and gear up there for any kind of rope that had to be made up for use on
board ship.

I never was in the engine room too often. I1'd been down there once. It's
hard to describe, but it's a huge big area where the boilers are at. Not
being an engineer, I can't tell you too much about the engine room.

Part of my job was, since I was on the deck force, was to tend the helm up
on the bridge, for an example. And of course by tending the helm all I'm
up there for is to do what I'm told in reference to how many degrees to go
to the left or right and so forth, The after part of the ship also has a
helm, way down below decks. Actually it's so far back down there that you
can see the shafts of the two propellers in that part of the ship. And
there's an area down there where you can steer the ship from there as well
as from the bridge. Well, I've done a little duty down there, and of
course the communication has to come from topside in order to direct the
helmsman which direction to go, to the left or right, to turn the ship the
way the captain wants it.

The mess halls are huge big mess halls, and nice kitchens, and there's the
finest food that I believe I've ever eaten prepared on board ship. And we
had different guys in each division that were responsible for their division,
and they was detailed for mess cooking. And fortunate for me I never did
any mess cooking, I just happened to be lucky that way because they had me
up on the topside rather than the mess cooking.

Q: Can you describe some of the meals that they cooked. Was it the kind
of food that we eat here?

A: Oh, ves. The food was about like you'd eat here. Especially on the
holidays like Thanksgiving the navy went all out. They had turkey on all
Thanksgivings, had all the trimmings, and it was just as nice food that you
could get at some of the finest restaurants out at many cities, So we was
fortunate to have that kind of a service in the navy.

Q: You were the helmsman at times, which is the person who actually does
the physical steering of the ship. That's an awful lot of steel to try to
maneuver. How responsive was the Chicago in maneuvering terms?

A: That part of it was more or less pretty much up to the captain. The
captain is the one who had the feel of the ship. And he knew the conditions
of the wind velocity that we might encounter. If we were going to make a
right-hand turn, for an example, and at a certain designated time we'd
swing back later to the left, he knew how much--the captain, it was up to
him——he knew what to tell the helmsman when to change the rudder direction
so that his ship could come back along course along in line with maybe a
numerous amount of ships that might be manuevering in a convoy, for an
example, So it was very lmportant that the captain would be responsible
and all we had to do was respond to his command, see? His latest order and
which degrees. The ship responded real well. It just glided right into
position 1t seemed like.
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Q: What was the maximum knots of the vessel? Maybe you'd like to explain,
or rather translate, knots into miles per hour so we can all understand
that.

A: Okay. Knots, for an example in the navy terms, knots in reference to
miles is a mile and a sixth as I best remember, for a mile and one-sixth
equals one knot. And as far as the top speed of the Chicago, which was a
10,000 ton cruiser--I don't think I've mentioned that before, but 10,000-ton
cruiser, and as I best recall I think our top speed was around 32 knots.

Q: Okay, so we're talking probably in excess of 40 mph in laymen's terms.
A: That's right.

Q: Going back down below decks again, Larry, you sailed of course in all

kinds of weather, hot and cold. Was the ship below decks adequately ventilated
in the heat, and was it heated sufficiently in the extreme cold? Did you

find it comfortable below decks?

A: Yes, it was. It was comfortable at all times., In the summertime it
wasn't really too bad. We didn't have air conditioning in those days. All
we had was forced air that was being forced through air ducts from the
outside and by being out in the ocean it really wasn't bad, you didn't
notice the heat nearly like you would on land. In wintertime the heating
units was very adequate, And when we was down below decks there would be
no problem. It would be very, very comfortable down there in the shower
room, in the rooms where we slept, and it caused no problem at all. We
didn't have any cold drafts anywhere.

Q: Where were your sleeping quarters? Maybe you could describe them to us
a little bit., What kind of facility that you slept on.

A: Different ships in the navy had their own ways. The one on the Chicago
was bunks. They were three high. They were just narrow enough for a man
to sleep on. They was wire springs running from in-between the~-what made
up the bunk, and then they had a small mattress on it. We made those up
every morning after reveille. We have our sheets, well we call them sheets,
they are really slipcovers that go over your mattress. Then of course the
blanket like a navy blanket that folds up on it. Those bunks, like I say,
is three high. They were in rows, like you go down to an aisle and you got
rows of bunks on one side and then there's another row right next to them
before you come to another aisle, In other words there would be a double
row, see? They was so arranged in there so there wasn't any space lost at
all. The aisles were fairly narrow that still in all they had plenty of
room to move around even after reveille, You could get around.

Q: Okay. Now, speaking of before the war began, Larry, were you allowed
to bring on board within reason about anything you wanted to, or was there
a regulation as to personal effects? And where were these kept?

A: Well, there wasn't too much regulation on what we carried aboard ship.
Of course before the war we had our cameras on board and we had just about
anything we wanted with the exception of liquor. There was no way to bring
liquor on board ship at all, no beer. But other than that you was pretty
free to bring on ship anything you wanted in the line of things you might
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want to keep. However, you were kind of limited as to where you could keep
all this gear. You've got gear lockers where you keep your clothes and we
just didn't have too much room to carry much stuff and keep it there, so we
really didn't have very much.

Q: Did the navy keep any kind of alcohol on board that they would dispense
on special occasions?

A: Yes, they do. If you've ever flew on commercial airlines you know
sometimes the airline will bring you one of those short bottles——about four
inches and they're labeled "Calvert's," "VO" or whatever it is. They had a
numerous amount of that stuff aboard ship. It was under lock and key of
course. But now the only reason they had it--it wasn't to be just handed
out--it mainly was used from the viewpoint of the medical staff. And
whenever anybody got hurt real bad, or they felt like it, maybe just a
little nip of V.0O. or whiskey might charge you up a little bit and make you
feel a little better. They were pretty cautious on who they could give it
to and how much you was going to have. They did carry that on to the ship.
It was used for medical reasons more than anything else.

Q: Let's turn to the medical department on board the Chicago. And again
we're talking about pre-war. Did you ever have a chance to visit the
doctor's office, so to speak, on the Chicago, and do you remember anything
about his area, and if so could you describe 1t?

A: Right off our living quarters—-by the way was the second division--wasn't
too far from that was the sick bay. And it was a very small room, wasn't
too big. They had beds in there for patients that's in there for maybe
whatever it was they was in there for, It was well equipped. They had
about the best medical equipment you would want. And they had some of the
best doctors in the navy at that time, They had professional people. I
don't remember offhand just how the layout was in the sick bay area, but it
was very clean and quiet and it was all orderly. We also had not too far
from there the dental office. That had a chalr where you could get your
teeth taken care of at different times, and different people had problems
with teeth., I can't remember too much about it. I think there was only
one chair, as I recall, because that's probably all they needed. They had
a couple of pharmacy mates that was technicians on the staff too.

In addition to that I feel like we could head into another small area where
on board ship we had our own barbershop. The barber, he was a swell guy.
Slip him an extra 25 cents—-in those days was a lot——and he wouldn't take
all your hair off. He'd give you a good hair cut, see, make you look
really pretty decent, That's one of the things that these guys, you know,
look pretty sharp, wouldn't get scalped like you was when you was back in
boot camp, you know? (laughter)

So, in addition to that now we swing on down around right off one of the
mess halls and you got a tailor shop on board deck, and they had sewing
machines in there. And they had their own tailors. And when a fellow
would get promoted, why, his navy blues would change. He'd have to put a
different patch on the shoulder which rank he was going to be. Remember
some of the sailors they had white stripes on their cuffs on blue regular
uniforms and blue stripes on white uniforms and that's where the tailors
were good. You could sew them on and they could just be on there just






















































































































































































































