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Edith Carpenter, January 1975, Springfield, Illinois.

Reverend N. L., McPherson, Interviewer.

Q: Now, Mrs, Carpenter, is Springfield your home?

A: Yes, I was born right here in Springfield.

Q: Do you remember where, the location?

A: I think on Mason Street. At that time, that was a very nice neighborhood.
And T don't remember the exact number, in the 1500 block, I think it was,

on East Mason, as far as I can remember and as far as I can remember what

the older ones said.

Q: Do you remember what the neighborhood was like?

A: Well, it was a very nice neighborhood at that time. There were some
very fine people living on that street,

Q: Did you have grocery stores and things like that and drugstores in
the neighborhood?

A: No, not colored. And in fact, I don't remember any regular stores in
that neighborhood. Oh, in later years my father opened a grocery store,
but it was not on Mason Street. It was on Adams Street and then we moved
to Monroe Street. Oh, I guess I might have been five years old probably;
I wasn't even able to, I mean old enough to go to school.

Q: What did he sell in his grocery store? Was it a full line grocery
store?

A: Oh, yes, just a full line grocery store. And he had, I think, let me
see, outside of groceries we had everything that would grow. No, I don't
think . . . We had cows, of course, and my father had a dairy.

Q: Oh, is that right?

A: Along with his business.

Q: Where was your . . .

A: The store?

Q: . . . dairy farm? Yeah, I want to ask you about the store, where it
was located. You say it was on Adams?
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A: Right on the corner of 15th and Adams.

Q: Oh, 15th and Adams.

A: Right on the corner. Yes, right on the corner of 15th and Adams and
my father owned all of those, about that half block, I guess. He worked
hard so that his family would be comfortable., And so he owned that whole
half of block there on Adams between l4th and 15th, and he was located
right on the corner, our store, of 15th and Adams.

Q: Now, is this the northwest corner?

A: I guess it would be.
Q: You know where Al's Barber Shop is now?
A: Who?

Q: Al Gard's Barber Shop.

A: Yes. We were right across the street. That used to be a salon, many
years ago when I was a child. And our store was right across the street
from that.

Q: Yes, I see.
A: On the south side of Adams Street.

Q: Yeah, maybe the southwest then. All right., Now did he have people
working for him in the store or does the family . . .

A: No, there were so many children that he didn't have to hire any
outside help,

Q: Oh, is that right?

A: There were ten children in our family, five girls and five boys; so
everybody except my mother--she was the housekeeper—-but all of the
children as we came along, everybody had their turn at working in the
store, both the boys and the girls. We had a grocery wagon and in those
days they had horses, and I think we had about ten or twelve or fourteen
cows, 50 he was just into anything that he could make money that was
honest.

Q: I see. Now, did you do grocery delivery?

A: Oh yes, we had a horse and one of those little buggy carts, whatever
you call them, and the boys delivered the groceries,

Q: That's good. I'm sure the grocery store wasn't open on Sundays, was
it?

A: Well, my father would go there early on Sunday 'cause so many people
would come to get eggs or milk or whatever, and he would stay open until
the noon hour,



Edith Carpenter 3

Q: Oh, I see,

A: And then after that, why you know, he would close up the doors. But
on Sunday it was almost demanding that you stay open.

Q: Was there any other store in the area? I mean, grocery store?

A: In later years, there was another one which was operated by, I think,
Italians. However, they were at 15th and Washington at that time.

Vespa, they were.

Q: The who?

A: The Vespa.

Q: Vespa, yes.

A: V=E-5-P-A Grocery Store. But that was quite a few years after my
father opened up, many years I guess, because I was . . .

Q: I see. Now what was the name of your father's grocery store?
A: The E, L. White Grocery.

Q: I see, Now what about his dairy farm now? Where was this, the farm
itself where the cows stayed?

A: Oh, he rented a portion of some farmer that lived way out. He didn't
buy a farm. My father always wanted to live on a farm, but my mother
said no. She thought there would be too much work out there. My mother
was a great club woman, and she didn't want to have to come into town to
g0 to meetings, so he didn't get to move to the country.

Q: I see. But you say he had about fourteen head of cow?

A: Oh, I'm sure maybe,

Q: And then he got the milk and sold the milk in the store?

A: Right.

Q: Did he make butter and all that?

A:; My mother did, but we didn’'t make it to sell.

Q: Oh, I see, just for the family use.

A: Yes. We always had to churn when we'd come home from school,

Q: Oh, is that right? What is that, a hand churn?
A

: 1 was raised like an old-time country girl,
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Q: 1Is that a hand churn?

A: That's right.

Q: Oh, my goodness. Did you all make cheese?
A: Cheese?

Q: Cheese, yes.

A: Oh no, no, just . . .

Q: Butter,

A: Just . . . 'cause, you see, the milk, there would be a lot of milk
and many times in the hot weather and they didn't have these refrigerators
like we have now, and so we always kept it iced in the store in great big
long refrigerators just full of ice and that's where he kept the buckets
of milk down in there.

Q: Now when you grew up . . . when you moved ., . . you were born on
Mason Street and then the move to Adams?

A: No, we moved to Monroe Street as a residence, but the store was not

e *

Q: Oh, Monroe was your residence. Oh, I see. Okay. Now, 80 you were
young but then after you grew up, you . . . which school did you attend?

A: The Lincoln School, right where it is now.
Q: What was it like then?

A: Well, very nice as I say. There isn't much I can tell you along that
score because they treated us just like the white children, I mean, you
know, there were no difficulties with colored children in those days.
Everybody taught their children to do the thing that was right and we
didn't have all this trouble that we're having today. We never heard of
any such thing, so we had no trouble, not any of us had any trouble in
our schools, not one. 1 can remember my teachers so very well. When I
graduated from the eighth grade, I was pianist for my schoolroom. When I
graduated why they had me on the program for an instrumental. They had
me on the program to play for this whole city of schools, to play for the
groups.

Q: You were quite a musician then?

A: Well, we all were. It kind of came along that way.

Q: Is that right?

A: Everybody in the family played the piano. I can remember a piano
ever since 1 was this high. We always had a piano, And my mother was

musical. She played whatever, and we just had a lovely happy family., I
would say it that way.
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Q: Did any of your members play for the church, for any church?
A: Oh, my sisters sang. The older girls sang in the choirs at St. Paul.
Q: St. Paul's.

A: Yes. That's where I was christened, right there in St. Paul's, when
I was a baby.

Q: Is that right?

A: So the girls sang in the choir and played. Everybody in the family
played, as I say, by ear, some of us; and then we had a music teacher as
we grew older. But the girls played at Sunday School; they played for
the choirs at times when perhaps the organist was not there.

Q: Interesting. Now after you finished the eighth grade, where did you
continue school?

A: I went to high school. And my father got so busy and the older girls
were marrying until finally I just had to almost quit school to go to
work in the store because the other girls were growing and they'd gotten
married and this, that, and the other; and he had to have some of the
family, so everybody in the family worked in that store. So that's the
way that was, You didn't have to employ others, you see.

Q: Yes., Now which high school did you go to?

A: Springfield High.

Q: Springfield High. But you did finish eventually?
A: No, I didn't, because when 1 stopped to go to . . .
Q: The store.

A: . . . to the store, I continued to study at home, but I just had to
quit school. There was nobody to work in there to help my dad.

Q: What was the neighborhood like on Monroe Street?

A: A lovely neighborhood. As far back--no there was a Mr. Moore who
lived in the fifteen hundred . . . no that was the fourteen hundred,
fourteen to fifteen-~a Mr. Moore, he was colored, and then our family, we
were colored. We were the first colored, I guess, on Monroe. No, Mr.
Moore evidently had been there first. And then my father moved to Monroe
Street, My father was selected one of the first Negro police in the
¢ity. I think there were three or four of them., And so one of the
policemen who knew my father very well, they were buddies or whatever you
might call it, and he . . . my father . . . our house was getting too
small on Mason Street as the family was coming along and so he told my
father about this house on Monroe Street. Now that was when I was just
about two or three years old, I guess., And so my father bought this
house on Monroe Street, so we've been in that home ever since.
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Q: Now, what address was that on Monroe Street?
A 1312,

1312,

Q

A: My sister lives there right now.

Q: Did you play with the children in the neighborhood since you . . .
A

;: We played in our backyard.

Q: But there was enough of you to play together really, but did you . .
. what about the neighbor children? Did you play with them?

A: Well, there were not any children to amount to anything in our vicinity,
I mean, like in our block.

Q: What about the other people who lived in the neighborhood?

A: They were lovely., They would come to our home to hear us perform
because we all played a piano. The older girls sang, and there were some
rather wealthy people on that street at that time. And they would come
to our home, the neighbors, and our next-door neighbors on either side.
We were the only colored in that vicinity, And Mr. Moore, as I say, he
was the only colored from l4th to 15th, so we were between 13th and l4th
on Monroe, and we were the only colored. Now as far as 1 can remember,
there were no other colored people on Monroe Street at that time.

Q: But the white people who lived there, did they have children?

A: There were not too many children. We played mostly with the children
in the schoolyard.

Q: Oh, I see.

A: And then we had to play in our own backyard. My mother was very
careful with us and we would play in our own backyard.

Q: But as soon as you grew up and went off, those times when you went
off to school, did you associate much with the white students or the
black students and white students?

A: Well, we all went to school together. Sometime they'd come to my
house and play in the backyard with us once in awhile, but I mean, this
thing of segregation that we're having today, we didn't know anything
about.

Q: Do you think it was because there were so few blacks?

A: It could have been. It could have been because there were not very
many blacks in the school at that time.
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Q: Do you have an idea roughly about how many?
A: No, I don't, but they were very few.
Q: Very few.

A: Very few because many of them went to the Feitsan School at 15th and
what is that?

A: Stewart or something like that.
A: Yes, out at Kansas.,
Q: Kansas.

A: I guess., Many of the colored lived out that way and so they had
quite a few colored out there at Feitsan's but at Lincoln School it was
mostly white people who lived in that vicinity. Oh, I don't . . .

Q: Did these white people patronize your father's store?
A: It was our greatest trade,
Q: Oh, I see,

A: I don't know why, but you know they just . . . the white people just
would stop and they traded in those days, they traded on the books.
They'd pay once a month or whichever way they had planned it.

Q: I see, Did he have many people as you grew older who knew about the
books . . . did he have many people who didn't pay him?

A: No, he got his money. (laughs) And he would come out and ask them.
Now your bill is overdue and they would in a couple of days or so, they'd
come in and pay that bill. He didn't allow anybody to, you know, keep
him from being paid. After all why we had quite a large area out in
there of people, many of them were the coal miners. There was a coal
mine out east of town and they would come in our store and be there
before six in the morning. We had to open up, we girls. As we came
along, we'd have to go there and open up because the miners, coal miners,

would come to get their tobaccos or something for their lunch and whatever.

Q: I see,
A: And that was from six o'clock until (laughs) six a.m.

Q: Now let me ask you this, Mrs. Carpenter. You said your father was a
policeman?

A: Yes.

Q: Now what did he . . , did he work on the force and then when he gets
time he works in the store?
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A: Well, that was before he took . . . he bought the store. 1I've got a
picture ., . .

Q: Okay.

A: . . . of him and I think there were four policemen, colored I mean,
and the rest of them white. (tape stopped) 1I'll have to find it there.

I've got so many pictures.

Q: I'm going to want to talk to you about some of those pictures, too,
when we come there.

A: I think I pasted it in here, but there are, I think there are three
colored, maybe four. My, these things just accumulate, and I hate to
throw them away.

Q: Yeah, they have a tendency of doing that.

A: Yes.

Q: If you want to, we can go on and then you can check in that . . .,
A:;  Well, yes, you just . . .

Q: Okay. And then we'll check in that later.

A: Yes. I thought maybe you'd like to see it.

Q: Yes, yes, I would like to see it.

A: The colored police 'cause 1 think there were at least four. Well,
you go ahead and ask the questions and I can answer ‘'cause I have to go

to town a little later on.

Q: Okay. Now after, you said, these coal mines for instance, any of
your brothers or relatives ever work in the coal mine?

A: No. No. My father had them all to help him in the store.

Q: I see. So you say actually he worked at the store before he became a
policeman or he was a policeman and then he . . .

A: He was a policeman first.
Q: Oh, he was a policeman first.
A: Yes,

Q: So then that would mean then when he was living on Mason and so
forth, he was a policeman?

A: Yes. I was so small then that I wouldn't . .
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Q: That you didn't know it.
A: I wouldn't know too much about it.

Q: Now did he tell you any experiences that he may have [had] since he
was one of the first to be policeman, a black policeman, on the Force?

A: No. Evidently they must have not had all this segregated, these
segregated issues out, probably, at that time,

Q: Did he tell you whether or not he could arrest anybody who violated
the law or just certain . . .

A: Well, I wouldn't know too much about that, Reverend. I doubt it very
seriously, but I think they would arrest anybody that, you know, had
committed some kind of a crime or whatever.

Q: Yeah, okay.

A: But as I say, that's the reason I told you in the beginning that I
don't know much about segregation.

Q: 1 see,
A: 'Cause we were treated like, I would say, like white folks. (laughs)

Q: Let me ask you this, Mrs. Carpenter, what about your parents now?
What . . . you said your father and the children work in the store and
your mother was the housekeeper. Did the girls have to help her around
the house, too?

A: Oh,yes, they were good big girls then, I guess sixteen or seventeen,
probably eighteen. And they did the house work. The girls. They weren't
brought up to sit around and look out the window, not any of us.

Q: I see. What then, along with the housework, did she do the sewing
and the cooking?

A: My mother did all of our sewing. We never bought a dress in a store
that was already made because she made all of our clothes, And then my
mother did all of the cooking. The girls would help peel potatoes or
whatever, the older ones, but that was the way it was in our home,

Q: What about canning? Did she do much canning?

A: Oh my, yes. Our cellar . . , we had a cellar just full because being
in the grocery business, like tomatoes and apples and things, you know,
my mother would put all of those things up to keep them from spoiling,
those that we didn't sell.

Q: DNow did you all have a little garden in the backyard or someplace?

A: We didn't need any. (laughs) The garden was at the store, I mean;
the farmers would come here from way out, sometimes fifteen miles and
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they'd drive into town to sell their produce. And so our store was right

on this street. They would come down Adams Street from way out in the
country like, and they'd stop at our store first, and we just had everything,
apples, potatoes, well everything.

Q: Everything.

A: And in those days, we would set the things out . ., .

Q: Out on the sidewalk.

A: . . . on the sidewalk and we had bushel baskets of apples and peaches
and pears and whatever and the farmers, as I say, they would stop there
first., My father was always glad because he could catch them first

before they got downtown where the other ., . .

Q: Which direction were they coming from now? East?

A: They come from the East.
Q: Yes. Mechanicsburg and all these places.
A: Oh yes, all out in there.

Q: And so in that time then, Adams Street I take it was cut all the way
to cross 18th Street and going all the way over there?

A: As far as the railroad. And then the farmers would cross the railroad.
That was the country, out on the other side of the railroad was kinda
country like and so they would come straight up Adams Street after they'd
leave their farms. And they could go straight to town and so they'd stop
at our store and stop to see if there was anything my father would want.
And he just kept bushels of everything out in the front and that went on
all day until evening and then he and the boys would bring all those
bushel baskets in and set them on the inside,

Q: Then the next morning they'd have to set them out again?

A: Set them ., ., ., that went on every day. (laughs) So those were the
older days, Reverend, and we enjoyed it, I mean.

Q: At least you did have plenty to eat.

A: We sure had, Well, I don't know where that is, and I can't find it,
[referring to photograph]

Q: Okay.

A: But it's a picture of my father and all of the colored police there,
the colored and the white. They didn't just take the colored alome.

Q: Now did . . . away from sewing and cooking and canning and so forth,
what else did your mother do? Of course, this was a full time work, all
these things.
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A: Well, my mother was a great church worker. And my father too, for
that matter. But my mother would give recitals and whatever and she
always kept the girls busy on these various programs and all of those who
would, you know, participate. And so she did quite a bit of church work.
She also belonged . . . at that time we had the Colored Home here for
children who had no home or perhaps no parents, The Lincoln , . . I
think they called it the Lincoln Colored Home. I don't know if you've
ever heard of Mrs. Eva Monroe. She was the matrom.

Q: 1 see.
A: Now you could ask a lot of people about her, but she died.
Q: Eva Matron?

A: Eva Monroe, her last name, M-0-N-R-0-E, And she was the matron of
this colored home. And my father used to send milk over there for them.
They had . . . the children that didn't have perhaps parents that helped
them or do anything. They had some elderly people there, too, so my
father would send groceries and milk over there and whatever, and so he
helped them in that way because that was the only way that some of these
children had to live. And yet they did have some elderly, real old
women, there.

Q: Now who . . . do you know who sponsored that home?

A; There is a woman here , , , that should be in the Lincoln Library, I
would think. I wouldn't say for sure. There was a woman by the name of
Mrs, Lawrence, I've forgotten her name. And she had a daughter, Mrs. .
. what was her name? 1It's been so long. I just about forgot, but this
Mrs. Eva Monroe, she saw where in it was necessary to have someplace for
these children who had perhaps no parents or hadn't been taken care of,
and so she, I guess, she evidently . . . no, and this Mrs., Lawrence, I
think she bought this great big brick building and it's right there right
now, It's still over there . . . an individual purchased it. It's right
on 12th Street between Capitol Avenue and Jackson I think. And that was
the old, what they called the Colored Home. But you wouldn't believe it
as you look at it now because it's all been, you know, the bricks are all
filled in and it's a private home, I think. I forget the lady's name who
lives there now.

Q: And how were these people paid? How was Mrs. Monroe paid, for instance?

A: I don't know whether she got paid or not, Reverend. Now this Mrs.
Lawrence, evidently she must have been a millionaire.

Q: 1 see.

A: And so she just did everything. And she would buy her her [Mrs.
Monroe] uniforms. She always wore a long gray . . . their uniforms were
always gray and she had them made, I think. It was a kind of a bonnet
that went way down in the back and then her dress was gray. Everybody
knew Eva Monroe if they saw her on the street, because they knew she was
the overseer for the children and the elderly women who couldn't do for
themselves or had money enough to . . .
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Q: . . . to do for themselves.
A: Yes.
Q: And how long did that home continue?

A: Oh, for many years, Reverend. I couldn't tell you how many years.
For years and years. This lady, this white lady who had all of this
money and she had a daughter. They'd go there and get Mrs. Monroe and
take her around the city and visit around to help these poor colored
children and the elderly. So I don't know. That went on for years. I
couldn't tell you how many years.

Q: Do you have any idea of about when it discontinued?

A: Well, I wouldn't have. I couldn't tell you.

Q: Because what I was driving at, you see, I'm trying to see if after
that home stopped, whether or not the state, the city, or the county took

it over. See, that's what T was . . .

A: Well, I was wondering about that. I just don't know, Reverend., I
don't remember.

Q: Well, okay.

A: That's been so far back . . .

Q: Yeah,

A: . . . that I just can't remember how, but Mrs. Monroe finally died
and she had sisters., I think there were seven of those girls. Everybody
called them girls in those days, and all of them assisted over there at

that home. But this white lady paid all the expenses with all the . . .

Q: Yes. I see. Now away from your father being a busy man and occupied
in the store, what sort of person would you describe your father to be?

A: Well, I wouldn't know why I must tell you that, because everybody had
to walk the chalkline. That's the main thing. I mean, you had to walk
the chalkline. Now, I wouldn't know what else to say about that because
he was very good to all of us and we prospered well. We never were
hungry and I mean, he saw that everybody, you know, got along well.

Q: Now was he a big man of stature or . . .

A: Not too big.

Q: Not too big.

A: Yes., Just, I would say, ordinary. Oh, I'm so sorry., I don't know
where that picture is because I did want you to see it.
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Q: Well.

A: 'Cause there were colored there, too, I mean.

Q: Yeah, well, we'll come to it., I'm sure you'll find it somewhere.

A: Well, I don't know.

Q: Okay. Is there . . . 1 think we talked about your childhood that you
played in the backyard and so forth and what about trips? Did you take
many trips?

A: You mean out of town?

Q: Yes,

A: Oh, no, no. We were home people. I mean, everybody in our family.
We were just a family, you know.

Q: Yes.
A: That stayed together. That was the way we were brought up.

Q: How would you describe Springfield then? I know some of the streets
weren't paved and did they have streetcars?

A: Yes, we had streetcars and the streets weren't paved, of course, like
they are now. Yes, we had streetcars way back there, I can remember the
trolley cars. They had an electric line up there and the cars would
operate through the electricity.

Q: Did they come up Mason Street? Did they come up Adams Street or
Capitol Avenue?

A: No. They were on Monroe Street as far back as I can remember.

Q: Oh, on Monroe Street.

A: Always on Monroe Street. That was the main street for the . . .

Q: For the streetcars.

A: . , . streetcars.

Q: How far out east would they go, do you remember, on Monroe?

A: They would go to l5th Street and I think they would turn probably to,
I believe, I'm not sure, it seems to me they would go as far as about
18th and Capitol Avenue, I think. I think that was the way. People

always took the streetcar to town.

Q: Yes, now, so the Boys' Club building wasn't there then or was it?
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A: No, right where the Boys' Club is now was a mansion.
Q: Yes,

A: Very wealthy people, the Curriers.

Q: Curriers.

A: C-U-R~-R-I-E~R, I think. Currier, their name. And they had a beautiful
stone mansion., They were very wealthy people, and they would come to our
store at times. They were so rich, you know, they didn't bother about

even doing their own shopping hardly. And they would send their gardener,
I guess that's what he was, to our store and they bought all their chickens
and things there, because my father had chickens. The farmers would

bring in the chickens and we had a great big long chicken coop, as long

as that room is, I guess, and it would be full of chickens. And so

people would come there, and Sundays, that's why he had to stay open on
Sunday. People had fried chicken on Sunday, so everybody came to the

store to buy their chicken on Sunday morning.

Q: Now they would buy these chicken and kill them themselves?

A: Oh yes, we didn't kill them. No, but they were live in a great big
coop out in the front and that's where the coop stayed; and at night, my
father would bring all those chickens in and take them down to the barn
in the back of the store and then every morning, why he and the boys
would have to bring all those chickens back out., These were the old days
now, I know you're shocked to hear all this.

Q: What eventually happened to the Currier's home?

A: They tore it down after many years, and they put up . ., . that's the
building there now, I guess. The Boys's Club.

Q: Now, some years ago, I think, did they give that home to the Boys'
Club when they died off or when they were leaving town?

A: Now that I don't know.

Q: 'Cause you know the Boys' Club had a . . . there was a building
there, I imagine, this is the home that eventually turned into the Boys'
Club,

A: Yes, now . . .
Q: No, the Urban League, the Urban League had that place.

A: Yes, that they did at one time, and not only the Urban League, Miss
Edith Grady had the recreation program there. We could go there and
learn how to do many things. Miss Edith Grady was head of that. And her
sister Beulah, and it was in that old Currier home. It wasn't torn down
at that time,
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Q: Oh, I see. Because the Urban League had that building.

A: Yes.

Q: And then they leased it to the Boys' Club.

A: Evidently. I guess that's the way it was.

Q: So you all would go down there for recreation?

A: Oh, yes. We made all kinds of beautiful things and the teacher, Miss
Grady, would teach us how to do various things. Oh, I have some things
here that I even made. Those two little things there, the little old
ladies with their balloons.

Q: 1Is that right?

A: Yes, we did all of that. And she was the instructor of that particular
program.

Q: Now this is made out of what? Plaster of Paris?
A: I don't know, evidently it is.
Q: Or some mold. You put it into a mold?

A: Well, yes. Yes. Those things are real old. I've had them for years
and years.

Q: Okay. Now do you remember when the streetcars stopped going up
Monroe Street?

A: I don't think they ever have, Reverend. I mean we've had transportation
up and down Monroe for years, ever since I can remember.

Q: Yes, but them ., . .
A: Now we have the buses.

Q: Yeah, that's what I . . . yeah, but when they discontinued the streetcar
running with the electricity and . . .

A: That must have been when they brought the buses, the only thing I can
see, evidently.

Q: You mentioned, now, about five girls and five boys. That's a nice
size family, not as large as mine. In my family, there were thirteen of
us.

A: 1Is that so?

Q: Yes. It's still not large as mine, but do you remember your sisters'
and brothers' names and so forth?







































































































