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Edi th  Carpenter ,  January 1975, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Reverend N. L. McPherson, Interviewer.  

Q: Now, M r s .  Carpenter ,  i s  Spr ing f i e ld  your home? 

A: Y e s ,  I was born r i g h t  he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q: Do you remember where, t h e  loca t ion?  

A: I t h i n k  on Mason S t r e e t .  A t  t h a t  t ime, t h a t  was a  very n i c e  neighborhood. 
And I don ' t  remember t h e  exac t  number, i n  t he  1500 block,  I t h i n k  i t  was, 
on East Mason, a s  f a r  a s  I can remember and a s  f a r  a s  I can remember what 
t h e  o lde r  ones s a i d .  

: Do you remember what t he  neighborhood was l i k e ?  

A: Well, i t  was a  very n i c e  neighborhood a t  t h a t  time. There were some 
very f i n e  people l i v i n g  on t h a t  s t r e e t .  

Q: Did you have grocery s t o r e s  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t  and drugs tores  i n  
t h e  neighborhood? 

A: No, no t  colored.  And i n  f a c t ,  I don ' t  remember any r egu la r  s t o r e s  i n  
t h a t  neighborhood. Oh, i n  l a t e r  years  my f a t h e r  opened a  grocery s t o r e ,  
bu t  i t  w a s  no t  on Mason S t r e e t .  It was on Adams S t r e e t  and then we moved 
t o  Monroe S t r e e t .  Oh, I guess I might have been f i v e  years  o l d  probably; 
I wasn't  even a b l e  t o ,  I mean o ld  enough t o  go t o  school .  

Q: What d id  he s e l l  i n  h i s  grocery s t o r e ?  Was i t  a  f u l l  Line grocery 
s t o r e ?  

A: Oh, yes ,  j u s t  a f u l l  l i n e  grocery s t o r e .  And he had, I t h i n k ,  l e t  me 
see ,  ou t s ide  of g roce r i e s  we had everything t h a t  would grow. No, I don ' t  
t h ink  . . . We had cows, of course,  and my f a t h e r  had a  da i ry .  

Q: Oh, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Along with h i s  bus iness .  

Q: Where was your . . . 
A: The s t o r e ?  

Q: . . . d a i r y  farm? Yeah, 1 want t o  a sk  you about the  s t o r e ,  where i t  
was loca ted .  You say i t  was on Adams? 
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A: Kight on the  corner  of 15th and Adams. 

Q: Oh, 15th and Adams. 

A: Right on the  corner .  Yes, r i g h t  on t h e  corner  of 15th and Adams and 
my f a t h e r  owned a l l  of those ,  about t h a t  ha l f  block, I guess.  He worked 
hard so t h a t  h i s  family would be comfortable.  And so  he owned t h a t  whole 
ha l f  of block t h e r e  on Adams between 14th and 15th ,  and he was loca t ed  
r i g h t  on the  corner ,  our  s t o r e ,  of 15 th  and Adams. 

Q: Now, i s  t h i s  t h e  northwest corner?  

A: I guess i t  would be. 

: You know where A l ' s  Barber Shop i s  now? 

A: Who? 

Q: A l  Gard's Barber Shop. 

A: Yes. We were r i g h t  ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t .  That used t o  be a s a lon ,  many 
years  ago when I was a c h i l d .  And our s t o r e  was r i g h t  ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  
from t h a t .  

Q: Y e s ,  I see .  

A: On the  south  s i d e  of Adams S t r e e t .  

Q: Yeah, maybe t h e  southwest then. A l l  r i g h t .  Now d id  he have people 
working f o r  him i n  the  s t o r e  o r  does the  family . . . 
A: No, t he re  were so many c h i l d r e n  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  have t o  h i r e  any 
ou t s ide  help.  

Q: Oh, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: There were t e n  c h i l d r e n  i n  our family,  f i v e  g i r l s  and f i v e  boys; so  
everybody except my mother--she was t h e  housekeeper--but a l l  of t h e  
c h i l d r e n  a s  we came along,  everybody had t h e i r  t u r n  a t  working i n  the  
s t o r e ,  both t h e  boys and t h e  g i r l s .  We had a grocery wagon and i n  those 
days they had horses ,  and I t h i n k  we had about t en  o r  twelve o r  fou r t een  
cows, so  he w a s  j u s t  i n t o  anything t h a t  he could make money t h a t  was 
honest.  

Q: I see .  Now, d id  you do grocery de l ive ry?  

A: Oh  yes ,  we had a horse  and one of those l i t t l e  buggy c a r t s ,  whatever 
you c a l l  them, and the boys de l ive red  the  g roce r i e s .  

Q: Tha t ' s  good. I ' m  s u r e  t h e  grocery s t o r e  wasn't  open on Sundays, was 
i t ?  

A: Well, my f a t h e r  would go t h e r e  e a r l y  on Sunday 'cause so many people 
would come t o  g e t  eggs o r  milk o r  whatever, and he would s t a y  open u n t i l  
t he  noon hour. 
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Q: Oh, I see .  

A: And then a f t e r  t h a t ,  why you know, he would c l o s e  up t h e  doors.  But 
on Sunday i t  was almost demanding t h a t  you s t a y  open. 

Q: Was t h e r e  any o the r  s t o r e  i n  t he  a r e a ?  I mean, grocery s t o r e ?  

A: I n  l a t e r  yea r s ,  t h e r e  was another  one which was operated by, I th ink ,  
I t a l i a n s .  However, they were a t  15 th  and Washington a t  t h a t  time. 
Vespa, they were. 

Q: The who? 

A: The Vespa. 

Q: Vespa, yes.  

A: V-E-S-P-A Grocery S tore .  But t h a t  was q u i t e  a  few years  a f t e r  my 
f a t h e r  opened up, many yea r s  I guess ,  because I was . . . 
Q: I see .  Now what was t h e  name of your f a t h e r ' s  grocery s t o r e ?  

A: The E. L. White Grocery. 

Q: I see .  Now what about h i s  d a i r y  farm now? Where was t h i s ,  t h e  f a r m  
i t s e l f  where t h e  caws s tayed?  

A: Oh, he ren ted  a po r t ion  of some farmer t h a t  l i v e d  way out .  He d i d n ' t  
buy a  farm. My f a t h e r  always wanted t o  l i v e  on a  farm, but my mother 
s a i d  no. She thought t h e r e  would be too much work out  t he re .  My mother 
was a  g r e a t  c lub  woman, and she  d i d n ' t  want t o  have t o  come i n t o  town t o  
go t o  meetings, so he d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  move t o  t h e  country. 

Q: I see .  But you say he had about four teen  head of cow? 

A: Oh, I ' m  s u r e  maybe. 

Q: And then he got t h e  milk and so ld  the  milk i n  t he  s t o r e ?  

A: Right. 

Q: Did he make b u t t e r  and a11 t h a t ?  

A: My mother d id ,  but we d i d n ' t  make it t o  s e l l .  

Q: Oh, I s e e ,  just f o r  t h e  family use. 

A: Yes. We always had t o  churn when we'd come home from school.  

Q: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  What i s  t h a t ,  a  hand churn? 

A: I was r a i s e d  l i k e  an old-time country g i r l .  



Edi th  Carpenter 4 

Q: Is t h a t  a hand churn? 

A: That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: Oh, my goodness. Did you a l l  make cheese? 

A: Cheese? 

Q: Cheese, yes.  

A: Oh no, no, j u s t  . . . 
Q: But te r .  

A: J u s t  . . . 'cause, you see ,  t h e  milk,  t h e r e  would be a l o t  of milk 
and many times i n  t h e  hot  weather and they d i d n ' t  have these  r e f r i g e r a t o r s  
l i k e  we have now, and so w e  always kept i t  iced i n  t h e  s t o r e  i n  g r e a t  b ig  
long r e f r i g e r a t o r s  j u s t  f u l l  of i c e  and t h a t ' s  where he kept  t h e  buckets 
of milk down i n  the re .  

Q: Now when you grew up . . . when you moved . . . you were born on 
Mason S t r e e t  and then t h e  move t o  

A: No, we moved t o  Monroe S t r e e t  . 
Q: Oh, Monroe was your res idence  
young but then a f t e r  you grew up, 

Ad a m s  ? 

as a res idence ,  bu t  t h e  s t o r e  was not  . 

Oh, I see .  Okay. Now, so yau were 
you . . . which school  d id  you a t t e n d ?  

A: The Lincoln School, r i g h t  where i t  is  now. 

Q: What was i t  l i k e  then? 

A: Well, very n i c e  a s  I say.  There i s n ' t  much I can t e l l  you along t h a t  
s co re  because they t r e a t e d  us  j u s t  l i k e  t he  white ch i ld ren ,  I mean, you 
know, t h e r e  were no d i f f i c u l t i e s  with colored c h i l d r e n  i n  those days. 
Everybody taught  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  do the  th ing  t h a t  was r i g h t  and we 
d i d n ' t  have a l l  t h i s  t r o u b l e  t h a t  we're having today. We never heard of 
any such th ing ,  so we had no t roub le ,  no t  any of us  had any t r o u b l e  i n  
our  schools ,  n o t  one. I can remember my t eache r s  so very wel l .  When I 
graduated from t h e  e igh th  grade,  I was p i a n i s t  f o r  my schoolroom. When I 
graduated why they had m e  on t h e  program f o r  an  ins t rumenta l .  They had 
me on t h e  program t o  play f o r  t h i s  whole c i t y  of schools ,  t o  play f o r  t h e  
groups. 

Q: You were q u i t e  a musician then? 

A: Well, we a l l  were. It kind of came along t h a t  way. 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Everybody i n  t he  family played the  piano. I can remember a piano 
ever  s i n c e  I was t h i s  high. We always had a piano. And my mother was 
musical.  She played whatever, and we j u s t  had a love ly  happy family.  I 
would say i t  t h a t  way. 
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: Did any of your members play f o r  t he  church, f o r  any church? 

A: Oh, my s i s t e r s  sang. The o lde r  g i r l s  sang i n  t h e  c h o i r s  a t  S t .  Paul. 

Q: S t .  Paul ' s .  

A :  Yes. That ' s  where I was ch r i s t ened ,  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  S t .  Pau l ' s ,  when 
I was a  baby. 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: So the  g i r l s  sang i n  t h e  cho i r  and played. Everybody i n  t he  family 
played, a s  I say,  by e a r ,  some of us;  and then  we had a  music teacher  a s  
we grew o lde r .  But t h e  g i r l s  played a t  Sunday School; they played f o r  
t he  c h o i r s  a t  t i m e s  when perhaps the  o r g a n i s t  was not  t he re .  

Q: I n t e r e s t i n g .  Now a f t e r  you f in i shed  t h e  e igh th  grade,  where d id  you 
cont inue school? 

A: I went t o  high school.  And my f a t h e r  go t  so  busy and t h e  o l d e r  g i r l s  
were marrying u n t i l  f i n a l l y  I j u s t  had t o  almost q u i t  school  t o  go t o  
work i n  t he  s t o r e  because t h e  o the r  g i r l s  were growing and they 'd go t t en  
married and t h i s ,  t h a t ,  and t h e  o the r ;  and he had t o  have some of t h e  
fami ly ,  so everybody i n  t he  family worked i n  t h a t  s t o r e .  So t h a t ' s  t h e  
way t h a t  was. You d i d n ' t  have t o  employ o t h e r s ,  you see .  

Q: Yes. Now which high school  d i d  you go t o ?  

A: Spr ing f i e ld  High. 

: Spr ing f i e ld  High. But you d id  f i n i s h  eventua l ly?  

A: No, I d i d n ' t ,  because when I stopped t o  go t o  . . . 
Q: The s t o r e .  

A :  . . . t o  t h e  s t o r e ,  I continued t o  s tudy a t  home, but  I j u s t  had t o  
q u i t  school.  There was nobody t o  work i n  t h e r e  t o  h e l p  my dad. 

Q: What was t h e  neighborhood l i k e  on Monroe S t r e e t ?  

A: A love ly  neighborhood. A s  f a r  back--no t h e r e  was a M r .  Moore who 
l i v e d  i n  t he  f i f t e e n  hundred . . . no t h a t  was the  fou r t een  hundred, 
fou r t een  t o  f i f teen--a  M r .  Moore, he was colored,  and then our family,  we 
were colored.  We were t h e  f i r s t  co lored ,  I guess ,  on Monroe. No, M r .  
Moore ev iden t ly  had been t h e r e  f i r s t .  And then my f a t h e r  moved t o  Monroe 
S t r e e t .  My f a t h e r  was s e l e c t e d  one of t he  f i r s t  Negro p o l i c e  i n  the  
c i t y .  I th ink  t h e r e  were t h r e e  o r  four  of them. And so one of t h e  
policemen who knew my f a t h e r  very we l l ,  they were buddies o r  whatever you 
might c a l l  i t ,  and he . . . my f a t h e r  . . . our house was g e t t i n g  too 
small  on Mason S t r e e t  a s  t h e  family was coming along and so he t o l d  my 
f a t h e r  about t h i s  house on Monroe S t r e e t .  Now t h a t  w a s  when I was j u s t  
about two o r  t h ree  years  o l d ,  I guess.  And so  my f a t h e r  bought t h i s  
house on Monroe S t r e e t ,  so  we've been i n  t h a t  home ever  s ince .  
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: Now, what address  was t h a t  on Monroe S t r e e t ?  

A: My s i s t e r  l i v e s  t h e r e  r i g h t  naw. 

Q: Did you play with t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  neighborhood s i n c e  you . . . 
A: We played i n  our backyard. 

Q:  But t h e r e  was enough of you t o  play toge ther  r e a l l y ,  bu t  d i d  you . . . what about t h e  neighbor ch i ld ren?  Did you play with them? 

A: Well, t h e r e  were no t  any c h i l d r e n  t o  amount t o  anything i n  our  v i c i n i t y ,  
I mean, l i k e  i n  our block. 

Q: What about t h e  o the r  people who l i v e d  i n  t he  neighborhood? 

A: They were lovely.  They would come t o  our  home t o  hear  u s  perform 
because we a l l  played a  piano. The o lde r  g i r l s  sang, and t h e r e  were some 
r a t h e r  wealthy people on t h a t  s t r e e t  a t  t h a t  time. And they would come 
t o  our  home, t he  neighbors ,  and our next-door neighbors on e i t h e r  side. 
We were the  only colored i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  And M r .  Moore, a s  I say,  he 
was the  only colored from 14th  t o  15th,  so we were between 13th and 14th 
on Monroe, and we were t h e  only colored.  Now a s  f a r  as I can remember, 
t h e r e  were no o the r  colored people on Monroe S t r e e t  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q: But t he  white  people who l i v e d  t h e r e ,  d i d  they have ch i ld ren?  

A: There were not  too  many ch i ld ren .  We played mostly wi th  t h e  ch i ld ren  
i n  t h e  schoolyard. 

Q: Oh, I see.  

A: And then we had t o  play i n  our own backyard. My mother was very 
c a r e f u l  with us  and we would play i n  our own backyard. 

Q: But a s  soon a s  you grew up and went o f f ,  those  times when you went 
of f  t o  school ,  d id  you a s s o c i a t e  much with the  white  s tuden t s  o r  t he  
black s tuden t s  and white  s tuden t s?  

A: Well, we a l l  went t o  school  toge ther .  Sometime they'd come t o  my 
house and play i n  t h e  backyard with us  once i n  awhile ,  but  I mean, t h i s  
t h ing  of segrega t ion  t h a t  we're having today, we d i d n ' t  know anything 
about .  

Q: Do you th ink  i t  was because t h e r e  were so  few blacks? 

A: It could have been. It could have been because t h e r e  were not  very 
many blacks i n  t h e  school  a t  t h a t  time. 
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Q: Do you have an idea  roughly about how many? 

A: No, I don ' t ,  but  they were very few. 

Q: Very few. 

A: Very few because many of them went t o  t h e  Fe i t s an  School a t  15 th  and 
what i s  t h a t ?  

A: Stewart o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

A: Yes, ou t  a t  Kansas. 

Q: Kansas. 

A: I guess.  Many of t h e  colored l i v e d  out  t h a t  way and so they had 
q u i t e  a few colored ou t  t h e r e  a t  F e i t s a n ' s  but a t  Lincoln School i t  was 
mostly white  people who l i v e d  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  Oh, I don ' t  . . . 
Q: Did these  white  people pa t ronize  your f a t h e r ' s  s t o r e ?  

A: It was our g r e a t e s t  t r ade .  

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: I don ' t  know why, bu t  you know they j u s t  . . . t h e  white  people j u s t  
would s t o p  and they t raded i n  those  days, they t raded on t h e  books. 
They'd pay once a month o r  whichever way they had planned it. 

Q: I see.  Did he have many people a s  you grew o lde r  who knew about t h e  
books . . . d id  he have many people who d i d n ' t  pay him? 

A: No, he got  h i s  money. ( laughs)  And he would come out  and ask them. 
Now your b i l l  i s  overdue and they would i n  a couple of days o r  so ,  they'd 
come i n  and pay t h a t  b i l l .  He d i d n ' t  a l low anybody t o ,  you know, keep 
him from being paid ,  Af te r  a l l  why we had q u i t e  a l a r g e  a r e a  out  i n  
t h e r e  of people,  many of them were the  coa l  miners. There was a c o a l  
mine out  e a s t  of town and they would come i n  our  s t o r e  and be t h e r e  
before  s i x  i n  t he  morning. We had t o  open up, we g i r l s .  A s  we came 
a long ,  we '  d have t o  go t h e r e  and open up because t h e  miners ,  c o a l  miners,  
would come t o  g e t  t h e i r  tobaccos o r  something f o r  t h e i r  lunch and whatever. 

Q: I see .  

A: And t h a t  was from s i x  o 'c lock  u n t i l  ( laughs) s i x  a.m. 

Q: Now l e t  me a s k  you t h i s ,  M r s .  Carpenter.  You s a i d  your f a t h e r  was a 
policeman? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Now what did he . . . d id  he work on t h e  f o r c e  and then  when he g e t s  
time he works i n  t h e  s t o r e ?  
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A: Well, t h a t  was before  he took . . . he bought t he  s t o r e .  I ' v e  got  a 
p i c t u r e  . . . 
Q: Okay. 

A: . . . of him and I t h i n k  t h e r e  were four  policemen, colored I mean, 
and t h e  r e s t  of them white .  ( t ape  stopped) I ' l l  have t o  f i n d  i t  the re .  
I ' v e  got  so many p i c t u r e s .  

Q: I ' m  going t o  want t o  t a l k  t o  you about some of those  p i c t u r e s ,  too ,  
when we come there .  

A: I t h i n k  I pas ted  i t  i n  he re ,  but  t h e r e  a r e ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  
co lored ,  maybe four .  My, t hese  th ings  j u s t  accumulate, and I h a t e  t o  
throw them away. 

9 :  Yeah, they have a tendency of doing t h a t .  

A: Yes. 

Q: If you want t o ,  we can go on and then you can check i n  t h a t  . . . 
A: Well, yes,  you j u s t  . . . 
Q: Okay. And then w e ' l l  check i n  t h a t  l a t e r .  

A: Yes. I thought maybe you'd l i k e  t o  s e e  i t .  

Q: Yes, yes ,  I would l i k e  t o  s e e  i t .  

A: The colored p o l i c e  'cause I th ink  t h e r e  were a t  l e a s t  four .  Well, 
you go ahead and a sk  t h e  ques t ions  and I can answer 'cause I have t o  go 
t o  town a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on. 

Q: Okay. Now a f t e r ,  you s a i d ,  t hese  coa l  mines f o r  i n s t ance ,  any of 
your b ro the r s  o r  r e l a t i v e s  ever  work i n  t h e  coa l  mine? 

A: No. No. My f a t h e r  had them a l l  t o  he lp  him i n  t h e  s t o r e .  

Q: I see .  So you say a c t u a l l y  he worked a t  t h e  s t o r e  before  he became a 
policeman o r  he was a policeman and then he . . . 
A: H e  was a policeman f i r s t .  

Q: Oh, he was a policeman f i r s t .  

A: Yes. 

Q: So then t h a t  would mean then when he was l i v i n g  on Mason and so  
f o r t h ,  he was a policeman? 

A: Yes. I was so s m a l l  then  t h a t  I wouldn't . . . 
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9: That you d i d n ' t  know i t .  

A: I wouldn't know too  much about i t .  

Q: Now d id  he t e l l  you any experiences t h a t  he may have [had] s i n c e  he 
was one of t he  f i r s t  t o  be policeman, a black policeman, on t h e  Force? 

A: No. Evident ly they must have not  had a l l  t h i s  segrega ted ,  t hese  
segregated i s s u e s  o u t ,  probably, a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q: Did he t e l l  you whether o r  no t  he could a r r e s t  anybody who v io l a t ed  
t h e  law o r  just c e r t a i n  . . . 
A: Well, I wouldn't know too much about t h a t ,  Reverend. I doubt i t  very 
s e r i o u s l y ,  but  I th ink  they would a r r e s t  anybody t h a t ,  you know, had 
committed some kind of a crime o r  whatever. 

Q: Yeah, okay. 

A: But as I say ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  reason I t o l d  you i n  t h e  beginning t h a t  I 
don ' t  know much about segrega t ion .  

Q: I see .  

A: 'Cause we were t r e a t e d  l i k e ,  I would say ,  l i k e  white  f o l k s .  ( laughs)  

Q: Let me ask you t h i s ,  Mrs. Carpenter ,  what about your pa ren t s  now? 
What . . . you s a i d  your f a t h e r  and t h e  c h i l d r e n  work i n  t he  s t o r e  and 
your mother was t h e  housekeeper. Did t h e  g i r l s  have t o  he lp  he r  around 
t h e  house, too? 

A: Oh,yes, they were good b ig  g i r l s  then, I guess s i x t e e n  o r  seventeen,  
probably eighteen.  And they d id  t h e  house work. The g i r l s .  They weren ' t  
brought up t o  s i t  around and look out  t he  window, n o t  any of us .  

Q: I see.  What then,  a long with t h e  housework, d id  she  do t h e  sewing 
and t h e  cooking? 

A: My mother did a l l  of our  sewing. We never bought a d r e s s  i n  a s t o r e  
t h a t  was a l ready  made because she made a l l  of our c lo thes .  And then my 
mother did a l l  of t he  cooking. The g i r l s  would he lp  pee l  po ta toes  o r  
whatever, t h e  o lde r  ones, but t h a t  was the  way i t  was i n  our home. 

Q: What about canning? Did she do much canning? 

A: Oh my, yes.  Our c e l l a r  . . . we had a c e l l a r  j u s t  f u l l  because being 
i n  t h e  grocery bus iness ,  l i k e  tomatoes and apples  and th ings ,  you know, 
my mother would put a l l  of those th ings  up t o  keep them from s p o i l i n g ,  
those t h a t  we d i d n ' t  s e l l .  

Q: Now did  you a l l  have a l i t t l e  garden i n  t h e  backyard o r  someplace? 

A: We d i d n ' t  need any. ( laughs)  The garden was a t  t h e  s t o r e ,  I mean; 
t h e  farmers would come he re  from way ou t ,  sometimes f i f t e e n  mi les  and 
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they 'd d r i v e  i n t o  town t o  s e l l  t h e i r  produce. And so our s t o r e  was r i g h t  
on t h i s  s t r e e t .  They would come down Adams S t r e e t  from way out  i n  t h e  
country l i k e ,  and they'd s t o p  a t  our  s t o r e  f i r s t ,  and we j u s t  had every th ing ,  
apples ,  po ta toes ,  we l l  everything.  

Q : Everything. 

A :  And i n  those  days, we would s e t  t h e  th ings  out  . . . 
Q: Out on the  sidewalk. 

A: . . . on the  sidewalk and we had bushel  baske ts  of app le s  and peaches 
and pears  and whatever and t h e  farmers ,  a s  I say,  they would s t o p  t h e r e  
f i r s t .  My f a t h e r  was always glad because he could ca t ch  them f i r s t  
before  they got  downtown where t h e  o t h e r  . . . 
Q: Which d i r e c t i o n  were they coming from now? East?  

A: They come from t h e  Eas t .  

Q: Yes. Mechanicsburg and a l l  t he se  p laces .  

A: Oh yes, a 11 out  i n  t he re .  

Q: And so i n  
t o  c r o s s  18th 

t h a t  time then ,  Adams S t r e e t  I t ake  i t  was c u t  all t he  way 
S t r e e t  and going a l l  t h e  way over t h e r e ?  

A: A s  Ear a s  t he  r a i l r o a d .  And then  t h e  farmers would c ros s  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  
That was the  country,  ou t  on t h e  o the r  s i d e  of t h e  r a i l r o a d  was kinda 
country l i k e  and so they would come s t r a i g h t  up Adams S t r e e t  a f t e r  they'd 
leave  t h e i r  farms. And they could go s t r a i g h t  t o  town and so they'd s top  
a t  our s t o r e  and s t o p  t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  was anything my f a t h e r  would want. 
And he j u s t  kept  bushels  of everything out  i n  t h e  f r o n t  and t h a t  went on 
a l l  day u n t i l  evening and then he and the  boys would br ing  a l l  those  
bushel baske ts  i n  and s e t  them on t h e  i n s i d e .  

Q: Then the  next  morning they 'd have t o  s e t  them out  again? 

A: Se t  them . . . t h a t  went on every day. ( laughs)  So those were t h e  
o l d e r  days, Reverend, and we enjoyed i t ,  I mean. 

Q: A t  l e a s t  you d id  have p len ty  t o  e a t .  

A: We s u r e  had. Well, I don ' t  know where t h a t  i s ,  and I c a n ' t  f i n d  i t .  
[ r e f e r r i n g  t o  photograph] 

Q: Okay. 

A: But i t ' s  a p i c t u r e  of my f a t h e r  and a l l  of t h e  colored p o l i c e  t h e r e ,  
t he  colored and the white.  They d i d n ' t  j u s t  t ake  t h e  colored a lone .  

Q: Now did  . . . away from sewing and cooking and canning and so f o r t h ,  
what e l s e  d id  your mother do? Of course,  t h i s  was a full time work, a l l  
t he se  th ings .  
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A: Well, my mother was a g r e a t  church worker. And my f a t h e r  too,  f o r  
t h a t  matter .  But my mother would g ive  r e c i t a l s  and whatever and she  
always kept  t h e  g i r l s  busy on these  va r ious  programs and a l l  of those  who 
would, you know, p a r t i c i p a t e .  And so she  d i d  q u i t e  a b i t  of church work. 
She a l s o  belonged . . . a t  t h a t  time we had t h e  Colored Home he re  f o r  
ch i ld ren  who had no home o r  perhaps no parents .  The Lincoln . . . I 
th ink  they c a l l e d  i t  the  Lincoln Colored Home. I don' t  know i f  you've 
ever  heard of M r s .  Eva Monroe. She was t h e  matron. 

Q: T s e e .  

A: Now you could a s k  a l o t  of people about h e r ,  bu t  she  d ied .  

Q: Eva Matron? 

A: Eva Monroe, he r  l a s t  name, M-0-N-R-0-E. And she was the  matron of 
t h i s  colored home. And my f a t h e r  used t o  send milk over t h e r e  f o r  them. 
They had . . . t h e  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  d i d n ' t  have perhaps pa ren t s  t h a t  helped 
them o r  do anything. They had some e l d e r l y  people t h e r e ,  too ,  so my 
f a t h e r  would send g roce r i e s  and milk over t h e r e  and whatever, and so  he 
helped them i n  t h a t  way because t h a t  was t h e  only way t h a t  some of t hese  
c h i l d r e n  had t o  l i v e .  And y e t  they d id  have some e l d e r l y ,  r e a l  o ld  
women, t he re .  

Q: Now who . . . do you know who sponsored t h a t  home? 

A: There is a woman he re  . . . t h a t  should be i n  t h e  Lincoln Library ,  I 
would think.  I wouldn't say f o r  su re .  There was a woman by t h e  name of 
M r s .  Lawrence. I ' v e  fo rgo t t en  he r  name. And she had a daughter ,  Mrs. . 
. what was he r  name? I t ' s  been so long. I j u s t  about fo rgo t ,  bu t  t h i s  
Mrs. Eva Monroe, she saw where i n  i t  was necessary t o  have someplace f o r  
these  ch i ld ren  who had perhaps no pa ren t s  o r  hadn' t  been taken c a r e  o f ,  
and so  she,  I guess ,  she  ev iden t ly  . . . no, and t h i s  M r s .  Lawrence, I 
th ink  she  bought t h i s  g r e a t  b ig  b r i c k  bui ld ing  and i t ' s  r i g h t  t h e r e  r i g h t  
now. I t 's  s t i l l  over t h e r e  . . . an  ind iv idua l  purchased i t .  I t 's  r i g h t  
on 12th  S t r e e t  between Capi to l  Avenue and Jackson I th ink .  And t h a t  was 
t h e  o ld ,  what they c a l l e d  t h e  Colored Home. But you wouldn't be l i eve  i t  
a s  you look a t  i t  now because i t ' s  a l l  been, you know, t h e  b r i c k s  a r e  a l l  
f i l l e d  i n  and i t ' s  a p r i v a t e  home, I th ink .  I f o r g e t  t h e  l a d y ' s  name who 
Lives t h e r e  now. 

Q:  And haw were these  people paid? How was M r s .  Monroe pa id ,  f o r  i n s t ance?  

A: I don' t  know whether she  got  paid o r  no t ,  Reverend. Now t h i s  M r s .  
Lawrence, ev iden t ly  she must have been a m i l l i o n a i r e .  

Q: I see .  

A: And so she j u s t  d id  everything.  And she would buy he r  he r  [Mrs. 
Monroe] uniforms. She always wore a long gray . . . t h e i r  uniforms were 
always gray and she had them made, I th ink .  It was a kind of a bonnet 
t h a t  went way down i n  t h e  back and then  he r  d r e s s  was gray. Everybody 
knew Eva Monroe i f  they saw h e r  on the  s t r e e t ,  because they knew she was 
t h e  overseer  f o r  t he  c h i l d r e n  and the  e l d e r l y  women who couldn ' t  do f o r  
themselves o r  had money enough t o  . . . 



Edi th  Carpenter 12 

Q: . . . t o  do f o r  themselves. 

A: Y e s .  

Q: And how long did t h a t  home cont inue? 

A: Oh, f o r  many years ,  Reverend. I couldn ' t  t e l l  you how many years .  
For years  and years .  This  lady ,  t h i s  white  lady who had a l l  of t h i s  
money and she had a  daughter .  They'd go t h e r e  and g e t  M r s .  Monroe and 
take  her  around t h e  c i t y  and v i s i t  around t o  he lp  these  poor colored 
ch i ld ren  and t h e  e l d e r l y .  So I don ' t  know. That went on f o r  years .  I 
couldn ' t  t e l l  you how many years .  

Q: Do you have any idea  of about when i t  d iscont inued?  

A: Well, I wouldn't have. I couldn ' t  t e l l  you. 

Q: Because what I was d r i v i n g  a t ,  you see ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  s e e  i f  a f t e r  
t h a t  home stopped, whether o r  no t  t he  s t a t e ,  t h e  c i t y ,  o r  t h e  county took 
i t  over.  See, t h a t ' s  what I was . . . 
A: Well, 1 was wondering about t h a t .  I j u s t  don ' t  know, Reverend. 1 
don ' t  remember. 

(1: Well, okay. 

A :  That ' s  been so f a r  back . . . 
Q: Yeah. 

A: . . . t h a t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember how, but  M r s .  Monroe f i n a l l y  died 
and she had s i s t e r s .  I th ink  t h e r e  were seven of those  g i r l s .  Everybody 
c a l l e d  them g i r l s  i n  those  days, and a l l  of them a s s i s t e d  over t h e r e  a t  
t h a t  home. But t h i s  white  lady paid a11 the  expenses with a l l  t h e  . . . 
Q: Yes. I see .  Now away from your f a t h e r  being a  busy man and occupied 
i n  t he  s t o r e ,  what s o r t  of person would you desc r ibe  your f a t h e r  t o  be? 

A: Well, I wouldn't know why I must t e l l  you t h a t ,  because everybody had 
t o  walk the  cha lk l ine .  That ' s  t h e  main thing.  I mean, you had t o  walk 
t h e  cha lk l ine .  Now, I wouldn't know what e l s e  t o  say about t h a t  because 
he was very good t o  a l l  of us  and we prospered well .  We never were 
hungry and I mean, he saw t h a t  everybody, you know, go t  a long wel l .  

Q: Now was he a b i g  man of s t a t u r e  o r  . . . 
A: Not too  b ig .  

Q: Not too b ig .  

A: Y e s .  J u s t ,  I would say ,  ord inary .  Oh, I ' m  so so r ry .  I don ' t  know 
where t h a t  p i c t u r e  is  because I d id  want you t o  s e e  i t .  
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Q: Well. 

A: 'Cause t h e r e  were colored t h e r e ,  too,  I mean. 

Q: Yeah, wel l ,  w e ' l l  come t o  it. 1 ' m  su re  y o u ' l l  f i n d  i t  somewhere. 

A: Well, I don ' t  know. 

Q: Okay. Is t h e r e  . . . I t h i n k  we t a lked  about your childhood t h a t  you 
played i n  the  backyard and so  f o r t h  and what about t r i p s ?  Did you t ake  
many t r i p s ?  

A: You mean out  of town? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Oh, no, no. We were home people. I mean, everybody i n  our  family.  
We were j u s t  a family , yau know. 

Q: Yes. 

A: That s tayed toge ther .  That was the  way w e  were brought up. 

Q: How would you desc r ibe  Spr ing f i e ld  then? I know some of t h e  s t r e e t s  
weren ' t  paved and d id  they have s t r e e t c a r s ?  

A: Yes, we had s t r e e t c a r s  and the  s t r e e t s  weren't  paved, of course ,  l i k e  
they a r e  now. Y e s ,  we had s t r e e t c a r s  way back the re .  I can remember the  
t r o l l e y  c a r s .  They had an e l e c t r i c  l i n e  up t h e r e  and t h e  c a r s  would 
ope ra t e  through the  e l e c t r i c i t y .  

Q: Did they come up Mason S t r e e t ?  Did they come up Adams S t r e e t  o r  
Capi to l  Avenue? 

A: No. They were on Monroe S t r e e t  a s  f a r  back a s  I can remember. 

: Oh, on Monroe S t r e e t .  

A: Always on Monroe S t r e e t .  That was the  main s t r e e t  f o r  t h e  . . . 
Q: For t h e  s t r e e t c a r s .  

A: . . . s t r e e t c a r s .  

Q: How f a r  out  e a s t  would they go, do you remember, on Monroe? 

A: They would go t o  15th S t r e e t  and I th ink  they would t u r n  probably t o ,  
I be l i eve ,  I ' m  not  s u r e ,  i t  seems t o  me they would go a s  f a r  as about 
18 th  and Cap i to l  Avenue. I th ink .  I th ink  t h a t  was t h e  way. People 
always took t h e  s t r e e t c a r  t o  town. 

: Yes, now, so the  Boys' Club bui ld ing  wasn't  t h e r e  then  o r  was i t ?  
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A: No, r i g h t  where the  BOYS' Club is  now was a mansion. 

(1: Yes. 

A: Very wealthy people,  t h e  Cur r i e r s .  

Q: Cur r i e r s .  

A: C-U-K-R-I-E-R, I th ink .  Cur r i e r ,  t h e i r  name. And they had a b e a u t i f u l  
s tone  mansion. They were very wealthy people,  and they would come t o  our  
s t o r e  a t  t imes. They were so  r i c h ,  you know, they d i d n ' t  bo ther  about 
even doing t h e i r  own shopping hardly.  And they would send t h e i r  gardener ,  
I guess t h a t ' s  what he was, t o  our  s t o r e  and they bought a l l  t h e i r  chickens 
and th ings  t h e r e ,  because my f a t h e r  had chickens. The farmers would 
b r ing  i n  the  chickens and we had a g r e a t  b i g  long chicken coop, a s  long 
a s  t h a t  room is,  I guess ,  and it would be f u l l  of chickens. And so  
people would come t h e r e ,  and Sundays, t h a t ' s  why he had t o  s t a y  open on 
Sunday. People had f r i e d  chicken on Sunday, s o  everybody came t o  t he  
s t o r e  t o  buy t h e i r  chicken on Sunday morning. 

Q: Now they would buy these  chicken and k i l l  them themselves? 

A: Oh yes ,  we d i d n ' t  k i l l  them. No, but  they were l i v e  i n  a g r e a t  b ig  
coop out  i n  t h e  f r o n t  and t h a t ' s  where t h e  coop s tayed;  and a t  n i g h t ,  my 
f a t h e r  would br ing  a l l  those  chickens i n  and take  them down t o  t h e  barn 
i n  t h e  back of t h e  s t o r e  and then every morning, why he and t h e  boys 
would have t o  br ing  a l l  those  chickens back out .  These were t h e  o ld  days 
now. I know you're  shocked t o  hear  a l l  t h i s .  

Q: What eventua l ly  happened t o  t he  C u r r i e r ' s  home? 

A: They t o r e  it down a f t e r  many years ,  and they put up . . . t h a t ' s  t h e  
bui ld ing  t h e r e  now, I guess. The Boys's Club. 

Q: Now, some years  ago, I th ink ,  d id  they g ive  t h a t  home t o  t h e  Boys' 
Club when they d ied  of f  o r  when they were leaving  town? 

A: Now t h a t  I don ' t  know. 

Q: 'Cause you know t h e  Boys' Club had a . . . t h e r e  was a bu i ld ing  
the re ,  I imagine, t h i s  is  the home t h a t  eventua l ly  turned i n t o  t h e  Boys' 
Club. 

A: Yes, now . . . 
Q: No, t h e  Urban League, t he  Urban League had t h a t  p lace .  

A: Yes, t h a t  they d id  a t  one time, and not  only t h e  Urban League. Miss 
Edi th  Grady had the  r e c r e a t i o n  program there .  W e  could go t h e r e  and 
l e a r n  how t o  do many th ings .  M i s s  Edi th  Grady was head of t h a t .  And her 
s i s t e r  Beulah, and i t  was i n  t h a t  o ld  Cur r i e r  home. It wasn't  t o r n  down 
a t  t h a t  time. 
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Q: Oh, I see .  Because the  Urban League had t h a t  bu i ld ing .  

A: Y e s .  

Q: And then they leased  i t  t o  t he  Boys' Club. 

A: Evidently.  I guess t h a t ' s  t h e  way i t  was. 

Q: So you a l l  would go down the re  f o r  r ec rea t ion?  

A: Oh, yes. We made a l l  kinds of b e a u t i f u l  t h ings  and the  teacher ,  Miss 
Grady, would teach  us  how t o  do va r ious  th ings .  Oh, I have some th ings  
he re  t h a t  I even made. Those two l i t t l e  t h ings  t h e r e ,  t h e  l i t t l e  o ld  
l a d i e s  wi th  t h e i r  bal loons.  

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Yes, we did  a l l  of t h a t .  And she was the  i n s t r u c t o r  of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
program. 

Q: Now t h i s  i s  made out  of what? P l a s t e r  of P a r i s ?  

A: I don ' t  know, ev iden t ly  i t  is. 

Q: O r  some mold. You put  i t  i n t o  a  mold? 

A: Well, yes. Y e s .  Those th ings  a r e  r e a l  o ld .  ~ ' v e  had them f o r  years  
and years. 

Q: Okay. Now do you remember when t h e  s t r e e t c a r s  stopped going up 
Monroe S t r e e t ?  

A: I don ' t  t h ink  they ever  have, Reverend. I mean we've had t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
up and down Monroe f o r  yea r s ,  ever  s i n c e  I can remember. 

Q: Yes, but  then . . . 
A: Now we  have t h e  buses. 

Q:  Yeah, t h a t ' s  what I . . . yeah, bu t  when they discont inued the  s t r e e t c a r  
running with the  e l e c t r i c i t y  and . . . 
A: That must have been when they brought the buses,  t h e  only thing I can 
see ,  ev iden t ly .  

Q: You mentioned, now, about  f i v e  g i r l s  and f i v e  boys.  hat's a n i ce  
s i z e  family,  no t  as l a r g e  a s  mine. I n  my family,  t h e r e  were t h i r t e e n  of 
us .  

A: Is t h a t  so? 

Q:  Yes. I t 's  s t i l l  not  l a r g e  a s  mine, bu t  do you remember your s i s t e r s '  
and b ro the r s '  names and so  f o r t h ?  




































































