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Nick Campo 272

Then my wife got hurt falling down the stalrs. She broke her tall bone.
The doctors suggest that we would bulld one floor. Just ore story house.
So my wife was staying with my brother-in-law, it was her brother, and I
was looking for a lot and I bought a lot on Ivywood Drive. T didn't tell
anything about me buying the lot. My son was in Chicago, I called him

to come down here. He came down here. I says,I want to build a home here.’
”Wéllj’be says, "fine." Sc we got two or three books and I visualized Just
exactly what I wanted. Out of two or three books we just sketched what

we wanted. I called a contractor and told him just exactly what I want,

I think I told you that before that, people they came over and wanted to

know how long it took me for this plan, didn't I tell you that?
Q: No.

A: Okay, I'11l tell you now, We called this contractor and I tell him just
exactly what I want. So he build the house. Well, the house was almost
finished. We went and got my wife, Pete and I, and we took her to the house
and I sald, "How do you like this place here? These people build nice
places." "Yes, 1t is beautiful, really wonderful." So we went all through
the house and everyihing, .Before we went out of the house, I sald, "Honey,

this house 1s yours. It is our home."™ She was very much surprised.

(Jaughter)

So, the house wasn't quite finished and we -had sod put in. I was watering
the sod and a lady came over from across the street and said, "Mr. Campo,
would you mind if I go through the house? I would like to see 1t." I
gald,"Sure, go right on." I just keep on watering the sod and everything
else, She came out and said, "Oh, it's beautiful, beautiful," About a half
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hour later,she came with a girl friend of hers and her husband. She

asked, "Mr. Campo,do you mind if I show these people your house?" I said,
"No, go right on through.™ So they went on and they come out and this lady
sald to me, she sald, "I bet it took you a year or two to design the plan

for this house." I said, "No,it took just a day or two." She sald, "What

do you mean?" I sald, "Well,we got two or three books and we see different
plans, this and that and the other, and we decide this and that and the

other, and we call the contractor and we told him what we wanted and that

was it." She said, "My God, it is unbelievable!™ I said, "Well, believe, that

is the truth." And that was it.
Q: What would you have done if your wife had suggested some alterations?

A: She couldn't, because everything was beautiful; everything was beau~
tiful. And I didn't have the money to build the house; I had some money
and I wanted to borrow $20,000 from the bank, because then I could sell

my home and pay for it,you see? So, there was this fellow from the Capitol
Bank, he 1s the lawyer for the Capitol Bank, Conrad Noll, you may know
him, He 1s the lawyer for the bank and a big stockholder of the bank, He
used to pester me all the time because I used to bank with them and do my
business. I used to bank as much as $130,000 to $140,000 a year in there.
Of course it was I bank today and I pay tomorrow, you know how it was.

He says, "Wou use the bank and put money with us, but you never borrow
money from us." He says, "That is where our money is, people that borrow

money from us." I sald, "I don't need it."

So when I needed it, I call him. I says, "Conrad, you tell me that I don't

borrow money from you. Now I need money." I said, "I need $20,000 and
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I am not going to sign no mortgages or anything. I have my home and when
I pay for it, I pay the bank." He says, "I'1ll call you back in five
mirutes." So he called me back in about five minutes. He says, "You
know what they told me at the bank?" I said, "No." BHe says, "The only
thing they wouldn't do is give you the combination to the safe. You Just
go right out there and you just put your name down and they give you
$20,000." So we vsed that money to build a home. I said to this Conrad
Noll later on, "You always wanted me to borrow money, well I didn't

need to borrow any money."

One time he came to the State House and he came to my stand and we talked
and talked and everything else. He says, "Well Nick, you work the year
around and don't you ever go on vacation?" I says, "Yes, I am going on
vacation start of next week." He says, "Where you golng?" I said, "I

am going to Florida." He says, "You need any money?" I says, "No." Well,
he says, "What are you going to Flordida for?" "Well," I said, "I am

doing a 1little business down there, buying ground and one thing and another,
and T have a patch of ground and this and that." "Well," he sald, "Maybe
you need some money," I said, "No, Conrad, I don't need any money." He
says, "Can I use your phone?" I says, "Yes." So, he called the vice
president of the bank, the Capitol Bank., He says, "Listen, I want you to
prepare a $5,000 letter of credit and give it to Nick Campo. He is geing
to Florida and I want him to have it in his pocket in case he needs it."

It showed the prestlge, that's what counts.

Because these barks, you know, they give prestige to people they can trust.

They don't give prestige to anybody. I know people that want to go to
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borrow $5,000 from the bank and they were turned down. They were turned
down, because maybe their credit isn't any good. You can't blame them.
After all,they are an institution, they got stockholders, they have
everything., The president of the bank can't say, "Okay, I'l11l loan you
$5,000, " They will loan you $5,000 if they know that you are going to pay
them back. Warren Martin is the vice president of the bank, still is

one of my best friends.
Q: When did you switch your account to the Capitol Bank?

A: Just as soon as they open up. Because I was dolng business with the
First National Bank, but over there I had a parking space and everything,
and I just went to the bank about every other day to put my money in the
bank for my business. It 1s much easler for me to do that and I lived
on Whittler which was close to my home and T didn't want to come downtown

here to do business. You understand?
Q: You dldn't ever think of investing in the bank when they opened up?

A: No, at that time I didn't. Later on I did. I bought some shares.

I got some shares in the Capiteol Bank stock. I dldn't know if they were
selling shares, I didn't know anything about it, so I didn't buy any.
Later on, T got a cally I have a niece working in the bank there, and she
told me that Conrad Noll was selling some of his shares. I don't know
how many he had. So, T went right to the bank and I sald, "I want to buy
100 sharegm And the- cashier told me, she said, "Mr. Campo, there is only
75 shares for sale." I said, "You call Conrad Noll and you tell him that

T want 100." So she called him and he sald, "Okay, for Nick we'll do that."
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Q: How about some of these other new banks that have started up recently?

A: I don't have any shares in any of them.

Q: VWhy do you suppose we have so many new banks?

A: I guess they all are doing big business, The Caplitol Bank 1s doing
wonderful buslness. I was talking to Warren Martin just two weeks ago
and he told me they had the best year they have ever had. They are going
to have a five to one split in June. That doesn't sound bad., They glve
youl0 per cent every year on your shares; if you have one hundred shares,

they give you ten shares, Thet's not bad.

Q: What 1s interesting to me is the way we have got s0 many new banks in

town in the last ten yesrs.

A: Well, a lot of people borrow money here. There is a lot of borrowing,
a lot of bullding, a lot of constructlon going on in Springfield, a lot
of these apartment bulldings, Some of them, I think they are sorry

they did go into an apartment building. We got too many apartments in the
city of Springfield, way too many. There are a lot of apartments. Some
places on West Monroe, they give you first month's rent free. They will
move you in. free; and all that stuff. That doesn't sound good. - But I
have noted in the past year, nobody bullds any apartments anymore. A
year or two, three years ago, my God, that's all you heard. Thet's all

you heard,

Q: How long were you 1n the house on Whittier?

A: We were in it about twelve to fifteen years, something like that.

It's a funny thing, I was living on Reynolds Street and I wanted a better
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home for my family and better location. We were right there across from
Palmer School and those kids, they were terrible there. So I wanted to
get a better home for my family. My wife deserved it and I wanted it

for myself. So, I was on the road then, I told my wife, "Okay, look
around for a home." My son was urmarried then. "Eook around and see if
you can find a place." So they found a place right across from Lincoln
Park on North Fifth, one time. She said, "We got home here, we like it,"

this and that and the other. I went over to see it, we bought it.

Then we found that the Interior was too small for our furnlture even.

So I got a chance to sell it to a woman who only had a son and a daughter
and it was all right for them. They did not have too much furnitufé and

I sold it. Then one day they told me they found a place on the southwest
part of the clty. I went to look at it and everything,and then. this, that

and the other. We were just about to buy it and I changed my mind.

Then ore day I was coming in from Omaha, Nebraska. I came home and she
says, "We find home they Just finishing up and we want that. We really
want it." So we went over to see it at 2105 South Whittier. "You like it?"
"Yes, we like it." "Okay, we buy it." We bought it and I left here on
Monday morning on the road. When I came back Friday night they'd moved
from Reynolds to Whittier. (laughter) I came home to the new house. And
of course then we had a story and a half house there. The doctor says

no more steps and that is why I build this other home.
Q: Where did your son go to school?

A: My son went to school at St. Peter and Paul's grade school and then
went to Lanphier and then went to junior college on North Fifth Street

out there., He went a couplé years and then he wasn't interested in school
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and he quit. He went and got himself a job., It was during the War, to
drive a big truck at the power plant, the ammunition plant that they build
here east of Springfield. And then he got married. His brothers—in-law
were In the floral business in Chicago and he moved to Chicago. He is

still there now.

Q: T was interested to learn that the Palmer School was dedicated in 1914,
and you llved right across from the Palmer School for more than twenty

years.

A: Yes, right catty-corner. Well,ycu know it is furny thing, as I told

you before, when I flrst came to this country I made up my mind that I was
going to learn to speak English and read and write if it was possible.

S0, I bought myself a first reader and was reading and writing instead of
bumming around. At night I was going to my room and reading and writing and
this and that. So, they had this night school at Palmer School and I

went there,and about the second or third night I was there,they were going
to elevate me at the third class or something like that. Well I was

afraid that I couldn't make it and 1t was the craziest thing I have done

In my 1life, I quit. So, I went there about a week or ten days, that's all.
Q: Were these classes run for immigrants?

A: No, no, no, no, anybody. You kncw, they have night classes now for

people, Yes, for anybody.
Q: But you were afraid that you would flunk?

A: Yes, I was afraild that I couldn't go. See,I started at the first
grade, then they wanted to put me up to third grade and I didn't think
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I could do it,and I should have stuck with 1t, but I didn't do it.
Q: Well, you learned to read and write.

A: Yes, I learned that myself., That's why they jumped me from first

and they wanted to put me in third, because they see the way I was reading
and writing and everything else, You see,those days, I used to have a
glrifriend and I used to write a letter here and I used to do better than

I can today as far as writing 1s concerned. Reading,I am as good or better

than I was then, because I read all the time.

You know, the English language is a funny language when it comes to writing,
especially from Itallan. We don't have any spelling. We Just write down
the words as they sound. Over here when you go to spelling it is rough.

I know & lot of people who go to school and go to eighth grade school and
maybe a couple years of high school,and if they don't practice all the
time in ten to twelve years,they have a heck of a time to spell a word, or

put it down on paper. You kncw that?

Q: Tell me about getting your citizenship papers. When did you become a

citizen?

A: Well, I become citizen when I was in the Army. You automatically were
citizen 1f you went into the Army. So, I was in Boston and they took me

to the District Court there, the Federal Bullding,and they give me my papers.
I didn't have to answer questions or answers or anything. Automatically you

come to be an American citizen.

Q: I dldn't realize that.

-

A: That's right.
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Q: It would be hard if you were a woman at that time and not eligible
for the Army.

A: Well, of course they ask a lot of questions, but I want to tell you
something. They ask these forelgners a lot of questlions before they glve
you ecitlizenship papers, a lot the Americans wouldn't be able to answer.

I know a lot of the American people would not be able to answer.
Q: Why do they do that, Nick?

A: Well, they want you to know the Constitution of the United States, who
was the first president. I don't know all the questions, but they tell me
it is tough. A lot of people turn them down. A lot of people have been
turned down. I know people who have been in this country almost as long
as I have and they don't hardly speak English at all. They just didn't
learn, I don't know, a lot of people just couldn't learn. They ask a

lot of these questions that I know a lot of Amerdican people [who] go to

school and everything and they couldn't answer those questions.

A lot of these people usually go to school to learn these questlons., They
have somebody that knows about what they are going to ask them, so they
teach them to [answer] these questlons. And that is how they get thelr
cltizens. I think they are very much [more] lax today than they used to be,
they are easler, People that have been in this country for so many years
and they have never got in trouble or anything, so they go ahead and glve
them cltizenship papers. With me,I didn't have to answer any questions

at all, automatlecally became citizen,

Q: Did any of your brothers join the Army?
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A: One. Ignazzlo, he was in the Army.

Q: Did the rest become citlzens?

A: Yes, I think Carl was the only one that is not cltizen,

Q: Do you think it 1s necessary to know the English language to be a

citizen of this country?

A: Well, it is enough to know that you have to answer the questions they

give you.

Q: Would you tell me just a little about the Traction System?

A: Well, the Traction System used to run from St. Louls to Springfield,
Decatur, and Peoria., As I told you before, when I used to work in the

coal mines, they used to have thls passenger train that ran from Taylorville
to Auburn, That's all it used to run, from Taylorville to Auburn. Well, I

used to ride to Auburn and get on the Traction System in Aubuwrn and come to

Springfleld.

Q: Excuse me, what ran from Taylorville to Auburn?

A: The C&IM. Chicago and Tllinois Midland.

Q: So then you would transfer at Auburn?

A: At Auburn, because they didn't have no train direct from Pawnee to
Springfield. Of course you could have went to Auburn and get on the
Chicago-Alton, we used to call it in those days, but it was easier to get
the Traction, They had more trains. You know they was both under one

coach, that is all it was, electric car. One car. That's all it was.
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Qs Was it fairly cquortable to ride on?

A: Yes, as good as train, It was as good as train.

Q: Then you could get to all these smaller towns around,

A: Yes. It ran from St. Lovis to Springfleld, Decatur and Peorila.
Later they cut out the from here to Peoria and then they cut out from
here to Decatur and then they finally cut it off completely. In fact,they

don't even have a track here anymore.
Q: Maybe they should bring it back.

A: Yes, they should. They could do some business now. They used to have

I11linois Traction System, that is what it was.
Qs Did you ride the streetecar in Springfield?

A: Oh, yes. Very much. Sure. That was the only transportation in those

days. We used to ride the atreetgmrs yes. .
Q: Were they powered by electricity?
A: Yes., They had a cable and pole, like they still have in San Francisco.

Q: When you were working in the mines, if you could afford it, would you

ride on the streetcar?

A: Yes, sure, but, of course. I said yes, but I am going to have to change
that because I worked Pawnee most of the time, Taylorville, Tovey and
Divernon. There wasn't no such thing as .sgtreetcars. We walked. Those

days, we walked to the mines. Told you once before T walked from Ninth and
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Mason, Ninth and Reynolds, all the way down to the Mine B over here where

the drugstore is now on Chatham and Monroe.

Q: There was a mine out on Ash Street,too, wasn't there? Between about

Seventh and Elghth on Ash or Laurel?
A: No, there was mine on Nineteenth and Adams.
Q: These are mine entrances?

A: Yes., There was mine, well it probably would have been way out on South
Whittler, maybe 2500, 2600 block on South Whittier. Along the Wabash tracks
there. It used to be Wabash, There was mine at North Grand and Walnut,
And of course there was mines on the outside of Springfield, north, north
part of town. They used to have mine they used to call Peanuts, Peanuts
Mine., It was east of Devereaux Helghts there someplace. I didn't work

In any of these mines, I want you to know, but I remember the mines. There

is mine they used to call Allwest.
Q: Which one was that?
A: Now I don't know which one that was.

Q: You were telling me the other day about how extensive these mines were,

how you could walk for miles underground in one of them.
A: Yes, you could,
Q: Why didn't they run into each other underground?

A: Well, they were not close together. They were not close together.
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Q: I was sort of thinking of a mile and a quarter this way and a mile

and a quarter the same way, they would be getting . . .

A: Some of the mines run into one another, eventually. Yes. Now the
Citizens Mine that I worked to,Mine A, where the drugstore is now, there
was Mine A and then they had one pretty close to that called Mine B, that

was maybe two mlles southwest of that.

Q: Which would be where now, today?

A: Well, it would be on the 0l1d Jacksonville Road, there is that new
section that is on the south side of Chatham Road and west of Western

Park, maybe couple of miles around there, There was a mine there.
Q: Were there gtreétcars that ran out to that mine?
A: No.

Q: How did the men get to work?

=

Well, they Just walked to work.

Q: Talking about all these mines, I keep wondering why Springfield doesn't

fall in.

A: It ueged to be a strictly coal mining town, at one time. Strietly, T
would say that probably 50 per cent of the people worked in the coal

mines or rallroads those days.

Q: The railroads were burning coal at that time, too.

A: Oh, sure. Everybody was burning coal, In your home, that was all






































































































































































































































































































































































