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Then my wife got hurt fal l ing down the stalrs. She broke her tail  bone. 

The doctors suggest that  we would build one floor, Just ope story house. 

So my wife was staying with my brother-in-law, it was her brother,and I 

was looking fo r  a l o t  and I bought a l o t  on Ivywood Drive. I didn't t e l l  

anything about me buy- the lo t .  My son was in  Chicago, I called him 

t o  cam d m  here. He c m  down here. I says,"l want t o  build a hame here:' 

I( 3 
Well, he says, "fine,'! Sc we got two o r  three books and I visualized just  

exactly what I wanted. Gut of two o r  three books we just sketched what 

we wanted. I called a contractor and told him just  exactly w h a t  I want. 

I think- I told you that before thak,people they came over and wanted t o  

how how long it took me fo r  this plan, didn't I t e l l  you that? 

A: Okay, 1'11 te l l  you now. We called thls contractor and I t e l l  him just  

exactly what I want. So he build the house. Well, the house was almost 

finished. We went and got my m e ,  Pete and I, and we took her t o  the house 

and 1 said, "How do you like this place here? These people bujld nice 

places." "Yes, it is beautiful, real ly wonderful." So we went all through 

the house and everyihing. Before we went out of the house, I said, ''Honey, 

t h i s  house is  yours. It is  o w  home." She was very much surprised, 

(laughter) 

So, the house wasn't qulte finished and we had sod put in. I was watering 

the sod and a lady came over h m  across the s t ree t  and said, "Mr. Campo, 

would you mind i f  I go through the house? I would lllce t o  see it." I 

 aid , I ' m ,  go right on," I just  keep on watering the sod and everything 

else, She came out and said, Ifoh, it's beautiful, beautirul." About a half 
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hour later,she c a m  with a g i r l  fFiend of hers and her husband. She 

asked, "Mr. Campo, do you mind if I show these people your house?" I s a d ,  

"KO, go right on through." So they went on and they corn out and this lady 

said t o  me, she said, "1 bet it took you a year or two t o  design the plan 

fo r  this house.'' I said, "No, it took just a day or two." She said, "What 

do you mean?" I said, "Well, we got two or  three books and we see different 

plans, this and that and the other, and we decide this and that  and the 

other, and we c a l l  the contractor and we told hlm what we wanted and that  

was it .w She said, Wy God, it is unbelievable!'' I said, "Well, believe, that 

Is the tmth." And t h a t  was it. 

Q: What would you have done if yow wife had suggested some alterations? 

A: She couldn't, because everytNng was beautiful; everythfng was beau- 

tif'ul. And I dldnlt have the money t o  build the house; I had some money 

and I wanted t o  borrow $20,000 fYom the bank, because then I could sell 

hone and pay fo r  it,you see? So, there was this fellow f r o m  the Capitol 

Bank, he is the lawyer for the Capitol Bank, Conrad Noll, you may know 

him. He is the lawyer for the bank and a big stockholder of the bank, He 

used t o  pester me a l l  the time because I used t o  bank with them and do my 

business. I used t o  bank as mch as $130,000 t o  $140,000 a year in there. 

Of course it was I bank today and I pay tormmw, you know how it was. 

k L ~ P ,  'YOU use the bank and put money with us, but you never borrow 

money fYom us." He says, "That is where o w  money is, people that  bomw 

money f r o m  us.'' I said, "I don't need it.'' 

So when I needed it, I call him. I says, "Conrad, you tell me that I don't 

borrow money f'rom you. Now I need money." I said, "1 need $20,000 and 
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I am not going t o  sign no mortgages or  anything. I have my home and when 

I pay f o r  it, I pay the bank." He says, "1'11 c a l l  you back In  five 

b t e s  So he called me back i n  about f Pve minutes. He saye, "You 

know what they told me at the blank?1' I said, llNo. " He says, ''The only 

thing t k y  wouldn't do is  give you the combination t o  the safe. You just 

go right out there and you just put your name down and they give you 

$20,000," So we used that; money t o  build a home. I said t o  t h i s  Conrad 

No11 la ter  on, Tou always wanted me t o  borrow mney , well I didn't 

need t o  borrow any money." 

One time he came t o  the State House and he came t o  my stand and we talked 

and talked and everything else. He says, lfWell Nick, you work the year 

around and don't you ever go on vacation?" I says, "Yes, I am go- on 

vacation start of next week." He says, %ere you going?" I said, "I 

am go- t o  F10rId.a.~~ He says, "You need any money?" I says, "NO." Well, 

k says, "What are you go* t o  Florida for?" "Well," I said, "1 am 

doing a l i t t l e  busfness down there, buying fgaund and one thing and another, 

and I have a patch of g o m d  and this and that. " "Well," he said, "Maybe 

you need some mney.ff I said, "No, Conrad, I donlt need any money." He 

says, llCan I use your phone?" I says, "Yes. " So, he called the vice 

president of the bank, the Capitol Bank. He says, "Listen, I want you t o  

prepare a $5,000 l e t t e r  of credit and give it t o  Nlck Campo. He is gchg 

t o  Florida and I want hlm t o  have it In his pocket i n  case he needs it." 

It skaowed the prestige, that's w h a t  counts. 

Because these banks, you how, they give prwtige t o  people they can trust. 

They don't give prestige t o  mybody, I know people that  mt to go t o  
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borrow $5,000 f r o m  the bank and they were turned down. They w e r e  turned 

down, because mybe their credit isn't any good. You can't blare them. 

After a.ll,they are an institution, they got stockholders, they have 

everything, The president of the bank can't say, "Okay, 1'11 loan you 

$5,000, '1 They will loan you $5,000 if they know t h a t  you are going to pay 

than back. Warren Martin is the vice president of the bank; still is 

one of my best fiiends. 

Q: When did you switch your account to the Capitol Bank? 

A: Just as soon as they open up. Because I was doing busbess with the 

First National Bank, but over there I had a parking space and everything, 

and I just went to the bank about every other day t o  put my money in the 

bank for my business. It is much easier for me to do that and I lived 

on Whittier which was close to my home and I didn't want to come downtown 

here to do business. Yaw. understand? 

Q: You didn't ever thrtnk of investing in the bank when they opened up? 

A: No, at that the I didntt. Later on I did. I bought some shares. 

I got some shares in the Capitol Bank stock. I didn't know if they were 

selling shiwes, I didn't know anything about it, so I didn't buy any. 

Later cn, I got a call; I have a niece working In the bank there, and she 

told ne that Cornad Noll was selling some of U s  shares. I: dontt know 

how many he had. So, I went right to the bank and I said, "1 want t o  buy 

100 smezrt And the casNer told me, she said, If!@, Campa, there Is only 

75 shares for sale." I said, "You call Conrad No11 and you tell him that 

I want 100." So she called him and he said, l'Okay, for Nick we'll do that.'* 
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Q: How about som of these other new banks that have started up recently? 

A: I don't have any shares in any of them. 

Q: Why do you suppose we have so rimy new banks? 

A: 1 guess they all are doing big business. The Capitol Bank is do* 

wonderful business. I was talldng to Wmen -In just two weeks ago 

and he told me they bad the best year they have ever had. They are go- 

t o  have a five to one split in June. That doesn't sound bad. They give 

you10 per cent every year on your shares; if you have one hundred shares, 

they give you ten shares. Th&,'s not bad. 

Q: What is interesting to me is the way we have got so many new banks in 

town in the last ten years. 

A: Well, a lot of people borrow money here. There is a lot of bornwing, 

a lot of building, a lot of construction going on Isl Springfield, a lot 

of these apartment buildings, Fame of them, I think they are somy 

they did go in to  an apartment building. We got too o apartments in the 

city of Springfield, way too many. There are a lot of apartments. Some 

places on West Monroe, they give you %st month's rent free. They will 

move You Dee, and a l l  that stuff. That doesn't sound good,. But I 

have noted in the past year, nobody builds any apartments ~ u l y m n r e .  A 

yeas or two, three years ago, rqy God, that's all you heard. The,tle all 

you heaud. 

Q: How long we= you in the house on Whittier? 

A: We were in it about twelve to fifteen years, s m t . k h g  like that. 

It's a f'unny thing, I was living on Reynolds Street and I wanted a better 
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home for  my' family and bet ter  location. We were r ight  there across *om 

Palmer School and those kids, they weE te r r ib le  there. So I wanted t o  

get a bet ter  home fo r  my f d l y .  My wife desewed it and I wanted it 

for myself. So, I was on the road then. I told my w i f e ,  "Okay, look 

around f o r  a home." My son was ulpnarried then. "bok around and see if  

you can find a place.tt So they found a place r ight  across from U c o l n  

Park on North Fifth, one time. She said, 'We got hone here, we like it , T t  

this and that  and the other. I went over t o  see it, we bought it. 

Then we found tha t  the in ter ior  was too small for  our furniture even. 

So I got a chance t o  s e l l  it t o  a woman who only had a son and a daughter 

and it was all r ight  f o r  them. They did not have too much f'urniture and 

I sold it. Then one day they told nut they found a place on the southwest 

part of the city.  I went t o  look at it and everythlng,and then this, tha t  

and the other. W e  were just  about t o  buy it and I changed my mind. 

Then om day I was comlng In f'rom Ckraha, Nebraska. I came home and she 

says, "We find ham they just finishing up and we want that. We real ly 

want it. " So we went over t o  see it at 2105 South Whittier. "You l ike  it?" 

"Yes, we l ike  it." "Okay, we buy itor' We bought it and I left here on 

bnday  morning on the mad. When I came back Friday night theyrd mved 

from Reynolds t o  Whittier. (laughter) I came home t o  the new house, And 

of course then we had a story and a half house there. The doctor says 

no more steps and that is why I build this other home. 

Q: Where did your son go t o  school? 

A: My son went t o  school at St. Peter and Paulrs grade school and then 

went t o  h p h i e r  and then went t o  junior college on North Fi f th  Street 

out there. He went a couple yews and then he wasnr t interested i n  school 
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and he quit. He went and got himself a job. It was d w h g  the War, to 

drive a big truck a t  the power plant, the ammi t ion  plant that they build 

here east of Springfield. And then he got mi&. His brothers-in-law 

w e r e  In the f l o r a l  business i n  Chicago and he moved t o  Chicago. He 1s 

still there now. 

Q: 1 was interested t o  learn that the P h r  School was dedicated in 1914, 

and you lived rPght across from the Palmer School for more than twenty 

years. 

A: Yes, r ight  catty-corner. Wel1,ycu know it i s  f'unny thjllg, as I told 

you before, when I f i r s t  came t o  t h i s  country I mde up rry mind that I was 

going t o  learn t o  speak m l i s h  and read and write i f  it was possible. 

So, I bought myself a first reader and was reading and writing instead of 

bwming around. A t  niat I was going t o  my room and reading and writing and 

thls and that. So, they had this night school a t  PaWr School and I 

went there,and about the second o r  third night I was there,they were going 

t o  elevate me at the third class or something l ike  that. Well I was 

afrald that I couldn't make it and it was the craziest thing I have done 

i n  my life, I quit. So, I went there about a week or  ten days, tha t ' s  a l l .  

Q: Were these classes run for inmigrants? 

A: Na, no, no, no, anybody. Yov. kncw, they have night classes now for 

people, Yes, fo r  anybody. 

Q: W1.t you were &aid that  you would flunk? 

A: Yes, I was afraid that I c ~ u l d n ~ t  go. See, I started at the fbst  

grade, then they wanted t o  put me up t o  t h b d  gade  and I didn't think 
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I could do it,and I should have stuck with it, but I didn't do it. 

Q: Well, you learned to read and wrtte. 

A: Yes, I learned that ~self. That's why they jurrrped me fiom fbst 

and they wanted to put me In third, because they see the way I was reading 

and writing and everything else. You see,those days, I used t o  have a 

girlf'riend and I used to write a letter here and I used to do better than 

I can today as far as wit* is concerned. Reading,I am as good or better 

than I was then, because I read a l l  the th .  

You know,the English language is a f'unny language when it comes to writing, 

especially f r o m  Italian. We don't have any spelling. We just write down 

the words as they sound. Over hwe when you go to spelling it is rough. 

I know a lot of people who go to school and go to eighth grade school and 

maybe a couple years of Mgh schoo1,and If they don't practice all the 

the in ten to twelve years,they have a heck of a tim to spell a word, or 

put it dam on paper. You knew that? 

Q: Tell me about getttng your citizenship papers. When did you become a 

citizen? 

A: Well, I become citizen when I was in the Axmy. YOU autmtically were 

citizen if you went into the Amy. So, I was In Boston and they took E 

to the District Court there, the Federal Bullding,and they glve me my papers, 

I didn't have to answer questions or answers or anything. Automatically you 

cane to be an American citizen. 

Q: I didn't realize that. 
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Q: It would be hard if  you were a worn at that time and not eligible 

fo r  the Army. 

A: Well, of course they ask a l o t  of questions, but I want t o  tell you 

s m t N n g .  They ask these foreigners a l o t  of questions before they give 

you cftizenship papers, a l o t  the Americans wouldn't be able t o  answer. 

I know a l o t  of the American people would not be able t o  answer. 

Q: k"ny do they do that, Nick? 

A: Well, they want you t o  know the Constitution of the United States, who 

was the fbs t  president. I don't know a l l  the questions, but they t e l l  me 

it is tough. A l o t  of people twn them down. A l o t  of people have been 

turned down. I know people who have been b this country almost as long 

as I have and they dont t hardly speak Eylglish at all. They just  didnt t 

l e m .  I don't know, a l o t  of people just  couldn't learn. They ask a 

l o t  of these questions that  I know a l o t  of American people [who] go t o  

school and eve@- and they couldn't answer those questions. 

A l o t  of these people usually go t o  school t o  learn these questions. They 

have somebody that knows about w h a t  they are going t o  ask them, so they 

teach them t o  [answer] these questions. And that is  how they get the i r  

citfzens. I think they are very much [more] lax today than they used t o  be, 

they axle easier. People that have been in this country for so many years 

and they have never got in trouble o r  anything, so they go ahead and give 

them citizenship papers. With m e , I  didn't have to answer any questions 

at all, automtical ly became citizen, 

Q: D i d  any of your brothers join the Army? 
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A: One. Igrazzio, he was in the Amly. 

Q: Did the rest became citizens? 

A: Yes, I think C a r l  was the only one that is not citizen. 

Q: Do you think It is necessary t o  know the English language t o  be a 

citizen of thls country? 

A: Well, it is  enough t o  know that you have t o  answep the questions they 

give you. 

Q: Would you te l l  me just a l i t t l e  about the Traction System? 

A: Well, the Traction System used to run f'rom St. Lmis t o  Springfield, 

Decatur, and Peoria. A s  I told you before, when I used t o  work in the 

coal Illines, they used t o  have this passenger train that  ran fkom Taylomille 

t o  Aubum. That's all it used t o  run, &om Taylorville to A u b ~ ~ n .  Well, I 

used t o  ride t o  Auburn and get on the Traction System Fn Auburn and come to 

Springfield. 

Q: Excuse me, what ran from Taylorville t o  Aubum? 

A: The C&IlVI. Chicago and 111inoPs Mldland. 

Q: ,% t h n  you would transfer a t  Auburn? 

A: A t  Auburn, because they didn't have no tralvl direct  fYm Pawnee t o  

Springf'ield. Of course you could have went to Auburn and get on the 

Chicago-Alton, we used to call it in those days, but it was easier to get 

the Traction. They had more trains. Yov. know they rsas both under one 

coach, that i s  a l l  it was, electric car. One car. Tbztvs a l l  it was. 
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Q; Was it fa i r ly  comfortable t o  ride on? 

A: Yes, as good as train. It was as good a s  train. 

Q: Then you could get t o  all these smaller towns around. 

A: Yes. It ran &om St. hvis t o  Springfield, Decatur and Peoria. 

Later they cut out the ern here t o  Peoria and then they cut out frm 

here t o  Decatur and then they f W l y  cut it off completely. In fact,they 

don't even have a track here anymore. 

Q: Maybe they should bring it back. 

A: Yes, they should. They could do some business now. They used to have 

111Fnois Traction System, that I s  what it was. 

Q: Did you rLde the streetcar i n  Springfield? 

A: Oh, yes. Very m.ch. Sure. That was the only transportation i n  those 

days. We used t o  ride the sWee- yes. 

Q: Were they powered by electr ici ty? 

A: Yes. They had a cable and pole, l ike  they still have in S 

Q: When you were working i n  the m e s ,  if  you could afford it, would you 

r ide an the streetcar? 

A: Yes, sure, but, of course. I said yes, but I am going t o  have t o  change 

that because I worked Pawnee mst of the t he ,  Taylorville, Tovey and 

Divernon. There wasn't no such t h h g  as estreetcars,. We walked. Those 

days, we walked t o  the mines. Told you once before I walked Porn Ninth and 
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r/Iason, Ninth and Reynolds, a l l  the way down t o  the Mine B over here where 

the drugstore is now on Chatham and Monroe. 

Q: There was a mine out on Ash Street,too, wasn't there? Between about 

Seventh and Eighth on Ash o r  Laurel? 

A: No, there was mine onNineteenth and A h .  

Q: These are mhe entrances? 

A: Yes. There was mhe, well it probably would have been way out on South 

Whittier,maybe 2500, 2600 block on South Whittier. Along the Wabash tracks 

there. It used t o  be Wabash. There was mine a t  Nor%h Grand and Walnut. 

And of course there was mines on the outside of Spfingfield, north, north 

part of town. They used t o  have mine they used to call Peanuts, Peanuts 

Mine. It was east of Devereaux Heights there someplace. I didn't work 

in any of these mines, I want you t o  know, but I remember the mfnes. There 

i s  rdne they used t o  call A l l w e s t .  

Q: Which one was that? 

A: Now I donRt know which one that was. 

Q: You were te l l ing  me the other day about how extensive these mimes w e r e ,  

how you could walk for miles underground in one of them. 

A: Yes, you could. 

Q: Why didn't they mua h t o  each other underground? 

A: Well, they w e r e  not close together. They were not close toget 
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Q: I was sort  of thlnkin@; of a mile and a quarter this way and. a mile 

and a quarter the same way, they would be getting . . . 
A: Same of the mhes run lyl to one another, eventually. Yes. Now the 

Citizens Mine that I worked to,Mine A, where the Wgstore is now, there 

was h A and then they had one pret ty close t o  that called Plline B, that 

was maybe two miles southwest of that. 

Q: Which would be where now, to&y? 

A: Well, it would be on the Old Jacksonville Road, there is that new 

sectilon that Is on the south side of Chatbarn Road and west of Western 

Park, maybe couple of miles around there, There was a mine there. 

Q: Were there ~tre&cars that ran out to that mhe? 

Q: How did the men get to work? 

A: Well, they just  walked t o  work. 

Q: TaJk3m.g about all these mines, I keep wondering why Springfield doesn't 

fall in. 

A: It used t o  be a s t r i c t l y  coal mlning town, at one time. Strict ly,  1 

would say that probably 50 per cent of the people worked in the coal 

mines or mtlroads those days. 

Q: The rai l roads were bumlng coal at that t h e ,  too. 

A: Oh, sure. Ebernbody was burning coal. Tn your home, that was all 














































































































































































































































