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Q: When you sa,y "home" you mean home here in Springfield? 

A: Home i n  Springfield. And my s i s t e r  and q y  wife, they're talking 

about it. They decided they wanted to  take a t r i p  t o  I t a ly ,  too. 

'Well , '' I said, "all right.  I' I says, "Okay. " So I got my own passport;, 

for%unately. I got my own passport. So I had t o  get a passport for my 

wife and w son. IQ s i s t e r  got her own passport. So we l e f t .  I had a 

l e t t e r  here f h m  a friend of mine that I done him a l o t  of favors that he 

was escaped h m  the Black Shifis, f 'mm Mussolini [to] here. I done a l o t  

of favors fo r  him. He says, "I w a n t  you t o  take this l e t t e r  and give it t o  

brother i n  Palermo. " That ' s  where we landed. I says, " A l l  r ight.  " 

Q: What was his name, Nick? 

A: His name was. . . no, I don't remember his name. Corso. 

Q: Is that his f i r s t  name? 

A: No. John, John Como. 

Q: And he was here i n  Springfield? 

A: Yes. So incidentally, we tried t o  make this t r i p  a secret. We didn't 

want anybody t o  know--my father or anybody, they don't how. We was going 

t o  be a big surprise. But a sister-in-law of mine here, she wrote t o  I ta ly  

and told her s i s te r s  and brothers, so we landed there--and believe me, I 

looked fllomthe ship and there I seen my father. 

Q: How n*any years had it been since you'd seen him? 

A: Seventeen yews, seventeen, seventeen and a half yems. So we get off 

the ship, and I got t o  deliver this l e t t e r  t o  th i s  gentleman i n  Palemo. 
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So we got a cab, not a cab, but carriage those days. We got a carriage. 

Q: Horse and carriage? 

A: Yes, horse and camiage. They s t i l l  use them over there. We went 

to this gentleman's hcrme, well-to-do people. So, Jesus, he invited us in.  

I said, "I came f'rom the United States. I talked t o  your brother; he's 

fine. He sent regards. Here's th i s  l e t t e r  fo r  you.'' He says, "Okay." 

Q: How many of you were there? In your entourage? 

A: Well, there was five of us. Okay, so they prepmd something t o  eat 

and th is  and that. Right away they brought out the best wine they had and 

everything. Pretty soon i t ' s  getting t r a in  time for  me to go home. So I 

says, "YOU know we got to  leave. We got t o  go catch the t ra in  and everything 

else. He says, "No, you don ' t have to  do that. 'I I says, "What do you mean? 

We want t o  go horn. " "Well," he said, "we got an automobile here. I' Auto- 

mobiles i n  1928, they w e r e  a l i t t l e  scarce, you know, and expensive. He 

says, "We got an autmobile here and the chauffeur. We'll see that the 

chauffeur takes you home." It was about f i f t y  miles away. "Oh, no, no, no." 

I didn't want t o  bother him. I says, "No, no, no, no, no, no, l e t ' s  don't 

do that.  I know . . ." "Well," he said, " t ~ t ' s  what I want you t o  do." 

I says, "No, we ' re  not going t o  do that .  " llWell, " he says, "Mr. Campo, w i l l  

you please read this let ter?" 

Q: This is  the l e t t e r  that John Corso had sent with you? 

A: Yes. I said, "You read it t o  me. " So the l e t t e r  read this way, "Mr. Campo 

and his family, they're coming i n  t o  I taly,  Sicily. And as long as they're 

rln Sic i ly  you give them II-Q~ car," that was his own car, "my car and the 
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chauffeur t o  use it all the time that he is i n  I ta ly  a t  my expense." 

Well, Jesus, I kept on saying, "No,ll and everything else. He says, "Mr.  Campo, 

that ' s  my brother's wishes." "All right." So the fellow takes us hcane. 

He w a s  with us four or five days. We decided t o  take a t r ip .  We took a t r i p  

to  a place they ca l l  Salenundi which i s  antique ruin from the Greeks or  *om 

whatever. . . . We went i n  there; we seen all these ruins and a couple of 

p i l lars  that you couldnl t . . . (demonstrates by making a circle with his amns ) 

Q: Put your two arms around? 

A: And they didnl t use no mortar or  nothing, but they 're just as straight 

as possibly can be. So we spent a day there, and frcxn there we went t o  the 

ci ty of Scicca which i s  just l ike  Hot Springs, Arkansas, here. We stayed 

there overnight. You can eat the best fish i n  the country. 

The next day we get i n  the car t o  drive t o  another c i t y  where my wife's 

father came fim. She had an aunt there, and we were going t o  visit them. 

Which ci ty that? 

A: Sambuca. We're traveling on the mad. Pretty soon I seen a horse 

caning tawa~ds us, a man on a horse. Got close enough, and I sws, 'well, 

that s my brother. " 

Q: Your brother? 

A: P&I brother. So we stopped. "What is it?" He says, "The chief of police 

wants t o  see you at the police station." I thought t o  myself, "Well, hel l ,  

mybe he's got some trouble. He thinks I'm not a citizen and everything." 

But I am a citizen; I served in the Army i n  this [U. 3.1 country and every- 

thing else. Everything's fine with me. So we went to  Sambuca; we spent the 
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night there. The next day we went t o  Montevago, and I goes to the police 

station. The police, they put me i n  jail. 

Q: They put you i n  jail? 

A: In jail. 

Q: Now when you were t ravelhg,  t h e ~ e  was your wife and yourself and who 

else was with you i n  the car? 

A: P& s i s te r  and my father. The reason they put me i n  jail was  that when 

you're Italian you're supposed to  serve i n  the I ta l ian  Amny a t  the age of 

eighteen-. Well, I left Italy just before.1 was eightem for that purpose 

b e c u e  Italy was Fn w w  with Turkey in WSpolit&a at that time. I knew 

If I got to the of eighteen I couldnrt leave go mom, see. So I left 

there just for  that one purpose, because I didn't m t  tg :$Brve in the 

there. Eut I did serve tn the Army here. 

See, our name really is  DiCampo, D-i-c-a-m-p-o, but we changed our names 

here t o  make it shorter. When I came t o  this country I had two brothers 

here and they changed flmm DiCampo to Campo, so I went on with the res t  of 

things. So the first thing he asked me, he says, '%hat's your I 

says, "Nick010 Campo . " "You don1 t even how your name! l1 Just l ike that.  

"You don't even bow your name." Well, I explained t o  him why we changed 

the name t o  W e  it shorter,  this and that and the other. 'Well, you're 

going t o  stay here until  we get the r e p o ~ t  f m m  the d i s t r i c t  t o  see i f  you 

have t o  go i n  the or  not." So i n  the meantime, I . . . it was a change 

of water, change of food, something, I had a l o t  of boils i n  my neck and on 

w rear end, and I had a fever. My father went and got the doctor, and he 

said, "P@ son is not going t o  go nowhere. You donlt have t o  keep h i m  in jail. 
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Wait f o ~  the report f'rom the d i s t r i c t ,  and i f  he has t o  go, he ' l l  have 

t o  go. He'll go." 

Down there, these orders, they're pretty slaw with them, you know. So I 

waited three or  four days, and pretty soon they sent two polices, they ca l l  

them carabenire, over there, and they go by twos. Sent them t o  me, and I ' m  

i n  bed with a f e v e ~  with these boils. And they seen the condition t h a t  I ' m  

in, that I couldn't go, so they went back t o  the police station which was 

only about a block and a half fYom there, told the chief. He sent them wight 

back, he says, "You t e l l  h i m  tomorrow morning t o  get on the bus and go t o  Scicca, 

to get on the t ra in  and go down there or we'll take him there." 

So the next morning, f'ull of boils, got on the bus which burs t  some of the boils. 

I got t o  Scicca which was a railroad station, f r o m  there I got on the train.  I 

went t o  Agrigento which is the province. I got there about three hours la te ,  

and of course, I got a nice bawling out for  that--just l ike  I owned the rail- 

road, l ike  it was rqy fad t .  So they exmined me--I'm able for the Army. So 

they take me t o  the d i s t r i c t  headquarters, I ' m  i n  the Army. A s  I walked in ,  

there was two fellows there and they seen me with Arrier1ca.n clothes. They said, 

'What the he l l  you doing here?" i n  English. "Well," I says, "I don lt knav. 

What are you doing?" He says, "We're doing the same thing that you're going t o  

do. l1 They were i n  the Army already. "Well, l1 I says, llall right.  " 

So I was there five or  s ix  days, mybe seven days, and I raised hel l  a l l  

the time that,  of course, I wan'ced t o  go home. I says, "I've been gone 

f'rom h m  seventeen and a half years. I think I should spend a mnth with 

the family, and then i f  I have t o  go t o  the Army, 1'11 go t o  the 

Well, a f te r  about a week of raising hell,  they gave me a pass. They gave me 



Nick Camp0 

an eightaay pass t o  go home. 

Q: When you say "home" you mean home t o  Montevago? 

A: IV$T father 's in Montevago, t o  rrly father 's home. That's what we c a l l  

our home. Well, I w a n t  you t o  believe me, I got home about four o'clock 

i n  the afternoon, four-thirty i n  the afternoon, and I explained t o  dad, 

my wife and my s i s te r ,  my situation. And I says, " I ' m  taking off." You 

couldn't even say goodbye t o  your relations became you don't know who was 

Fascista or who was not. People in the family of four or five brothers, 

mybe one or  two were Fascista and the res t  w e  not, so you couldn't trust 

anybody. So I didn't say goodbye t o  anybody. 

That night I got a carriage out of Montevago; I went t o  Castelrilmno which 

was a ra3koa.d station; f'rorn there I went t o  Palermo. And Palermo, the first 

stop I made was t o  the Arnerican Consul. " I ' m  an American citizen," I ex- 

plained to  the American Consul. You how what they told me? He  says, "MP. 

Campa, when you come t o  I taly,  you're an I tal ian.  We have no military treaty 

wPth the United States, and when you come t o  I ta ly ,  you're an I tal ian.  " 

Q: Why didn't they t e l l  you that before, when you got your passport? 

A: Well, I didn't ask; they didn't t e l l  me. I ' m  going back t o  the chief 

o f  poUce . I had my passport; with me and everything and I showed him.  He 

told me, he says, "You know w h a t  we do with these papers? We wipe . . . t t  

Well, I said , , . , You know what I 'm talking about? They didn ' t recognize 

them a t  al l .  He says, "That discharge from the Army, your citizenship 

papers don ' t mean  nothing t o  us i' because that wasn ' t during Mussolini ' s 

t*. So then now we go back. I went t o  the American Consul. The 
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American Consul told me, he says, 'When you're i n  I t a l y ,  you're an 

I tal ian.  MP. Carrpo, I ' m  s o q  t o  t e l l  you, but there i s n ' t  anything 

we can do for  you. If you know how t o  get away--I couldn't t e l l  you how 

to  get away--if you h o w  how t o  get away, go ahead." 

So I went t o  the steamship company, and I inquired who the manager was. 

I talked t o  a young fellow at  the window, and I said, "I want t o  see 

Signor Caravelli." "Well," he said, "he's my brother, and he i s n ' t  here 

now. He wont t be back un t i l  about two-thirty . " I said, " A l l  r ight .  'I So 

I went back about two-thirty that  afternoon, and I said, "Sipor  Cmavelli, 

I want t o  go back t o  the United States as soon as I possibly can. I got a 

telegram, I have a business there, and I got a telegram &om there that  

e v w y t w '  801% wong. I want t o  leave as soon as I possibly can. " 

He said t o  me, he says, " I ' m  not believing you. Why don't you t e l l  me 

the truth? You i n  trouble?" !'Well," I says, "to be truthful  with you, I 

don't think I ' m  i n  trouble," wkich I was, "but there 's  other people tha t  

came he= the same that  I am and they been gotten for  the &my. I don't 

w a n t  t o  be gotten for  the Army; I don't want t o  go i n  the Amy." I was 

already i n  the Army. 

Q: You'd already been inducted in to  the I t a l i an  Army a t  that  time? 

A: Yes. I ' m  on flr~lough, a week furlough. I still got it [pass] It 's  

fkom 1928. He says, "I understand. I' 11 t e l l  you what you do. You come 

here i n  the rnorrdng, and we ' 11 have a long talk. " " A l l  r ight .  " So the 

next mrmring I went t o  h im.  He says, "I'll t e l l  you what we're going t o  do 

with you. There ' s  a milboat  . . . I' See, f'rom P a l e m  t o  Naples there's 

a mi lboat  back and for th  morning and night. He says, "You go on that  
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nlallboat t o  Naples1'--because I had t o  s a i l  f'rom Naples--"and I'll give 

you ny brother t o  go with you." Because I bought a t icket  for myself', my 

wife, son and my s i s t e r .  Well, you know that meant sanething t o  thm, 

the Lloyds Sabaud Steamskdp Company. 

Q: The what? Excuse me. 

A: Lloyds Sabaud. It was an English company. So I says, "I 'rn going 

t o  pay you fo r  these t ickets ,  and my family w i l l  pick them up." He says, 

"Okay. " He says, "I' 11 send my brother with you. Tomomow i n  Naples l e t  

bim go ahead of you. If he calls you in ,  you go in .  I '11 see that he 

gets all your papers stmightened out fo r  sailing the next day." "Okay." 

So we went t o  Naples. 

Q: This is you, your wlfe, your s is ter?  

A: No, no, no, no. I had t o  leave them back; I had t o  leave them back. 

Fortunately I, like I said before, I had my own passport; then I had a 

passport for  them. Otherwise, I ' d  had a heck of a time. So we went t o  

Naples, and I followed him all the time. Got everything straightened 

out. h e .  That night I went t o  the hotel, and I m e t  two guys. They 

were i n  the sane condition that  I am. I didn't  t e l l  them my conditions, but 

they told me theirs .  They said, "We had t o  escape because they were 

getting us for  the Amqy." They hadn't gotten them for  the b, but they 

was going t o  get them for the m. So I didn't say nothing. The next 

morning . . . 

Q: You'd just met two fellows who were i n  the same condition as you. Welre 

up t o  the next morning. 
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A: Yes. The next m o m  we go t o  the embarkation there t o  embmk on 

the boat t o  come here t o  this country. Well, the l ine  formed just l ike  

a half moon--people lined one back t o  another--just about a half moon 

for  people t o  inspect your passports. You have t o  go through the emigra- 

tion, you how, they inspect your passports. Well, these fellows are 

ahead of me, and pretty soon I see that the police grabbed one of these 

guys. And then the next guy got t o  them, and they grabbed him. So I 

was just scared t o  death. And they grabbed some woman. I donlt how 

what reason it was. So I t r i ed  t o  motion to  lW. Caravelli t o  come to  me. 

I wanted t o  t e l l  him that .  But I couldnlt catch him. Pretty soon, he 

caught my eye, and I motioned hlm t o  come t o  me, and he came t o  me. I 

says, "Caravelli, I want t o  t e l l  you somthing. These two fellows that 

the police m e  detainhg up there, they're i n  the same condition that I 

am. What i n  the he l l  am I going t o  do?" He says, "Mr. Campo, I mow 

what I ' m  doing. When you get t o  the counter1'--there was three fellows 

inspecthg passports--"you just put your passport on the counter and look 

the man square i n  the eyes. They'll look a t  your picture, and they ' l l  

look a t  you, and I know what I'm do-. l1 I says, " A l l  r ight.  l1 

S o , s m ,  when I went there, I put q y  passpoxt on the counter, the fellow 

folded the leaf over, looked a t  the picture, looked a t  me. I ' m  looking 

him square i n  the eyes. He says, "Avante." That means "go ahead. " So 

I got on the ship, and of course, we waited there an hour or so un t i l  

everybody gets on and the baggage gets on, a l l  the luggwe and everything 

else. FYetty soon there's a police comes t o  me with a l i t t l e  boy o f  ten, 

eleven years. And he said t o  me, he said, ''You going t o  the United States?" 

I said, "Yes." "Well," he says, "I got th i s  l i t t l e  fellow here. He1 s my 
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nephew, he's going t o  New York. Would you kind of look over hFm, please?" 

I says, "Yes. " But when he came t o  me I was scmed. And believe me, when 

that ship started moving offshore, I s a d ,  "God bless Amrica!" (laughter) 

So I got t o  New York, and I had some of my wife's relations there. I 

waited there for them for  two weeks u n t i l  my wife and son and ry s i s t e r  

came back. Then we came home. 

Q: Oh, what an experience. Go back and describe for  me what the jail looked 

like where you were taken. 

A: Oh, the jail, it just a l i t t l e  house-llke build-, I was there only 

just a few hows because rry father went t o  the doctor and the doctor came 

there and seen that I had these boils and everything else, and my father 

prodsed them that I wouldn't leave. They f inally let  me go home. 

Q: So you did get t o  be hme fo r  a few days during that t r ip .  

A: Yes, yes, a f e w  days i s  r ight ,  after seventeen years. That was q y  

experience of that one t r i p  which was  . . . 

Q: Now wax the jail i n  your hometown of Montevago? 

A: Yes, yes. I t ' s  just a t  the police station. They have a few room for 

a jall, yes. 

Q: You mentioned that you were worried about whom t o  t rus t .  

A: Yes, whom t o  trust because people d w h g  the Fascista time in Italy,  you 

couldn't t rus t  anybody. You don't know who was Fascista and who wasn't, l ike 
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I said before. You could get a family; out of two o r  three brothers, 

rra;ybe one was Fascista, two Fascista and the other one wasn't. And I 

didn't say goodbye t o  no one except my father and my f&Ly and rqy 

s i s t e r  and took off.  Not even t o  the relations, cousins, uncles, this 

and tha t ,  nobody knew that  I took off.  I couldn't trust them; I didn't 

know who t o  trust. 

Q: Haw did you manage t o  get your ship t ickets  t o  come home? 

A: I told you I went t o  the steamship company i n  P a l e m .  

3 Q: You passed him your return t r i p  t icket  o r  money or  . . .. 
A: No, I didn't have a return t r i p  t icket .  

Q: Sa you passed him cash? 

A: I gave him cash for  t icket  t o  come back. And I bought three other 

t lckets  fir IQJ s i s t e r ,  q son and my wife a t  the same tlme. I told him 

that  they'd be here and pick it up. 

Q: Then you're lucky that  he was honest. 

I t @  A: He was honest. And he told me t o  start with, he says, W2Por G m ~ o ,  

t o  start 1~1th I want t o  t e l l  you I ' m  not Fascista. h t  me; please t e l l  

me the truth. Then 1'11 how how t o  work.'' And I did. Fortunately, it 

wo~ked all r ight .  It could have worked the other way. 

Q: HOW did they induct you Fnto the &my? 

A: Well, they . . . 
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Q: Was there a ceremony? 

A: Oh, no, no, no, no. You go t o  examination, and the doctor inspects 

you, and you're able, and tha t ' s  it. You're i n  the Army. 

Q: Did you try screaming for the American Wassy or the American Consul? 

A: It wouldn't have done any good, it wouldn't have done you any good. 

And l ike  I say, I went t o  the American Consul, and I told you what he 

said t o  me; he was sorry, but there was nothing he could do for  me. 

Q: Did your wife have any problems getting out? 

A: No, no. They didn't have an;y problems at a l l .  They went t o  my father 

a f t e r  that, but they had already gone. They went looking for  me and they 

said, "We don't know whe~e he is." That was it. But I been back there 

three different tWs since then and no trouble at a l l .  Incidentally, 

about six mnths later, this country and Italy, they got military t r ea t i e s  

which would avoid a l l  that  trouble. And the reason they got that  w a s  because 

one of the countries i n  South America-I think it was  Argentina-a couple of 

young fellows which the i r  folks, they were f '~m I t a ly  and they were born i n  

Argentina, but they were conside~ed I t a l i an  citizens. They went t o  I ta ly ,  

and they got them i n  the Army. The Argentina government stood up for  t he i r  

citizens. "There won't be another ship, I t a l i an  ship,  land in our country 

until you l e t  those go, un t i l  you forget about these guys. 'I So about six 

months l a t e r  they got a treaty with this country. 

Q: What did our country do for  boys similar t o  the ones that  you met that 

were inducted? 
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A: Well, I don't how whether they done anything for  sane that went 

into the Army or  not; that I couldn't t e l l  you. I don't know. 

Q: Have you any idea how many American boys were forced into the 

Italian &-my? 

A: I haven't the least  idea. I haven't the least idea, no. 

Q: How lucky you were. 

A: Yes, I was lucky. I was very fortunate that I ran into the right 

people and I got away from there. 

Q: To come back t o  this country, i s  there any more you want t o  t e l l  me 

about the V i l l a  Valencia? 

A: Well, yes. And 1'11 t e l l  you the reason why. You bow the other 

day we were talking about the V i l l a  Valencia, and I to ld  you quite a bit 

about it. But this past weekend I was i n  Chicago, and I have pandson, 

that he . . ,we was talking about these unions--what they're doing. And 

I told you before, I believe In unions. I think unions are wonderf'ul, 

but they're go- over the l i m i t  quite a b i t .  And he's talking about 

General Motors, American Telephone Company, th i s  and that and the other. 

They make so much money. And I told him, "They're entitled t o  m e  money 

because they have thei r  investments, and they got thei r  stockholders t o  

contend with. " And I said t o  him, ''I remember one time there were many, 

rf!any automobile companies. They a l l  went busted. We only have four now. 

These union fellows t h a t  were working for  them, they didn't pitch i n  t o  

get these ccwrpanies out of trouble. mey went busted, and that  was it." 
























































































































































































































































